
Bowling Green State University Bowling Green State University 

ScholarWorks@BGSU ScholarWorks@BGSU 

National Center for Family and Marriage 
Research Family Profiles College of Arts and Sciences 

2023 

FP-23-16 Age Variation in the Divorce Rate, 1990 & 2021 FP-23-16 Age Variation in the Divorce Rate, 1990 & 2021 

Krista K. Westrick-Payne 
Bowling Green State University, kristaw@bgsu.edu 

I-Fen Lin 
Bowling Green State University, ifenlin@bgsu.edu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.bgsu.edu/ncfmr_family_profiles 

 Part of the Family, Life Course, and Society Commons 

How does access to this work benefit you? Let us know! How does access to this work benefit you? Let us know! 

Repository Citation Repository Citation 
Westrick-Payne, Krista K. and Lin, I-Fen, "FP-23-16 Age Variation in the Divorce Rate, 1990 & 2021" (2023). 
National Center for Family and Marriage Research Family Profiles. 317. 
https://scholarworks.bgsu.edu/ncfmr_family_profiles/317 

This Report is brought to you for free and open access by the College of Arts and Sciences at 
ScholarWorks@BGSU. It has been accepted for inclusion in National Center for Family and Marriage Research 
Family Profiles by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@BGSU. 

https://scholarworks.bgsu.edu/
https://scholarworks.bgsu.edu/ncfmr_family_profiles
https://scholarworks.bgsu.edu/ncfmr_family_profiles
https://scholarworks.bgsu.edu/arts_sci
https://scholarworks.bgsu.edu/ncfmr_family_profiles?utm_source=scholarworks.bgsu.edu%2Fncfmr_family_profiles%2F317&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/419?utm_source=scholarworks.bgsu.edu%2Fncfmr_family_profiles%2F317&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://bgsu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_82fhWfkYQAvjIEu
https://scholarworks.bgsu.edu/ncfmr_family_profiles/317?utm_source=scholarworks.bgsu.edu%2Fncfmr_family_profiles%2F317&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


http://www.bgsu.edu/ncfmr 

ncfmr@bgsu.edu 
(419) 372-3119 

   

Family Profile No. 16, 2023 

Age Variation in the Divorce Rate, 1990 & 2021 
Authors: Krista K. Westrick-Payne & I-Fen Lin 

The divorce rate in the U.S. has declined in recent decades. In 1990, 19 people per 1,000 currently 
married individuals divorced compared to 13 per 1,000 in 2021. The overall trend in the divorce rate 
masks substantial variation by age. The divorce rate for younger people has been on the decline since 
the 1990s (Kennedy and Ruggles, 2014) whereas the divorce rate among those 50 and older has more 
than doubled since 1990 (Brown and Lin, 2012). This family profile updates FP-21-16 and charts the 
divorce rates by age groups in 1990 and 2021 using U.S. Census data and the 2021 American 
Community Survey provided by IPUMS-USA. 

Divorce Rates by Age Group 
• In both 1990 and 2021 the divorce rate declined with age.  
• However, the age variation in the divorce rate was much smaller in 2021 than in 1990. 

o The difference in the divorce rate between those aged 15 to 24 and those aged 65 and 
older declined dramatically, going from 47.2 per 1,000 compared to 1.8 per 1,000 in 1990 
to 19.7 per 1,000 compared to nearly 5.5 per 1,000 in 2021.  

• Between 1990 and 2021, the divorce rate decreased for those aged 15 to 44, whereas it increased 
for those aged 45 and older. 

o The greatest decrease in the divorce rate was among those aged 15 to 24 (from 47.2 per 
1,000 to 19.7 per 1,000). 

o The greatest increase in the divorce rate was among those aged 65 and older in which the 
divorce rate tripled (from 1.8 per 1,000 to 5.5 per 1,000). 

Figure 1. Divorce Rates by 10-Year Age Groups, 1990 & 2021 

Source: NCFMR Analysis of Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics, Vital 
Statistics & American Community Survey, 1-year estimates, 2021 (IPUMS-USA)  
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Divorce Rates by Age Group and Gender 
• For both women and men, divorce rates tended to decline with age, a pattern that has remained 

unchanged over time. 
• Between 1990 and 2021, the divorce rates decreased for women and men aged 15-44.  

o At younger ages, the divorce rates for men exhibited the largest average decrease, however, the 
largest decrease among the ten-year age groups examined was among women aged 15 to 24 
(from 46.3 per 1,000 to 17.8 per 1,000). 

• Conversely, between 1990 and 2021 the divorce rates increased for both women and men aged 45 and 
older. 

o At older ages, the divorce rates for women exhibited the largest average increase. The largest 
increase was for women aged 65 and older, increasing nearly four-fold from 1.4 per 1,000 in 1990 
to 5.6 per 1,000 in 2021. 

Figure 2. Divorce Rates by Age Groups and Gender 

  
Source: NCFMR Analysis of Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics, Vital 
Statistics & American Community Survey, 1-year estimates, 2021 (IPUMS-USA) 
 
Data Source: 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics, Vital Statistics, 1990 
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