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Children’s Rights: Recommendations 

• The RCPCH recommends that the Government must carry out an 

assessment of the introduction of mandatory reporting of child 

abuse, for example using UNICEF’s seven principles of a rights-based 

approach. 

 

• Any introduction of a mandatory reporting duty must apply to all 

forms of child abuse, not individual categories of abuse, so as not to 

create a ‘hierarchy of abuse’. 

Figure 3: Children's Rights Recommendations 
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Figure 4: Barriers to reporting of child abuse
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Clear understanding: Recommendations 

• In light of evidence that social care systems cannot always respond to the 

rise in reports when mandatory reporting is introduced, the RCPCH 

recommends that the Government carries out a full impact assessment in 

order to better understand how social care systems will adequately respond 

to child abuse reports. 

 

• Should the Government proceed with mandatory reporting, the RCPCH 

recommends that clear, defined outcomes for children are identified and 

built in to any proposals so that the result of an introduction of mandatory 

reporting is monitored to ensure that it is resulting in better outcomes for 

children, rather than simply an increase in reports. 

 

• The Government must establish and clearly define the practical 

mechanisms which would exist as a part of a mandatory reporting duty, 

including: 

o Thresholds for reporting 

o Reporting systems and processing 

o Abuse types 

o Thresholds for culpability  

 

Figure 5: Clear understanding is required 
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1 “Regulated profession” is a term which means a profession which is regulated by 

law in the UK or a part of the UK. “Profession” includes an occupation or trade, or 

any subdivision and specialism within a profession. 

A profession is regulated by law where there is a legal requirement to have certain 

qualifications or experience (or meet an alternative condition or requirement) in order 

to undertake certain professional activities or use a protected title. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/professions-regulated-by-law-in-the-uk-

and-their-regulators/uk-regulated-professions-and-their-regulators 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/professions-regulated-by-law-in-the-uk-and-their-regulators/uk-regulated-professions-and-their-regulators
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/professions-regulated-by-law-in-the-uk-and-their-regulators/uk-regulated-professions-and-their-regulators


Page 20 of 36 
RCPCH August 2023 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 21 of 36 
RCPCH August 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/nhs-number-unique-identifier-children-position-

statement 

 

https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/nhs-number-unique-identifier-children-position-statement
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/nhs-number-unique-identifier-children-position-statement
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3 https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/disclosure-and-barring-service 

 

4 See page 109 of: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach

ment_data/file/942454/Working_together_to_safeguard_children_inter_agency_guid

ance.pdf 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/disclosure-and-barring-service
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/942454/Working_together_to_safeguard_children_inter_agency_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/942454/Working_together_to_safeguard_children_inter_agency_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/942454/Working_together_to_safeguard_children_inter_agency_guidance.pdf
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https://www.iicsa.org.uk/final-report.html
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