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I. INTRODUCTION

European expansion (or, according to some, aggression)linee the 16th century has been
blamed for all the woes which are now be.euios developins countrie~ European
commercial Companiel .ueh a. the Dutch nnd Englilh Ealt India Companie, especi,JI)'
have been castigated as far a; their power. bebmviour, and objectives were eooeerned.
It was their lran.greuion, inter alia, of the national ,overeignly of the Asi.n
countries. thaI finally led not only In the backwardness of these countries but to their
lOSS of independence and eMt,vemeat ... weiLl Such facile st,tements have been mode
po~ible by the uSe nf !r.odel. and theories which are an ab.rrnc,ion from historieol
realitY. Now the,e is nothiog wrona wilh theorie' and model" in fact I am oll for
them. bUI lhey .ometime. lead to oversimplification and lelective u.<e of data and
create a picture of the PllS! that would be unintelligible and completely fo,eisn 10
contemporaries of lhe hiSlo.ioal period in "uestion. To soy. for enmp1c. ,hal the
Dutch E..t India Company (VOC) mode Persia sub.ervieot to ilS worldwide trading
conneclioo i. to state a belief ,hat would not bave been Ihared by either Dutchmen or
Persian,. It i' thererore somelime. nece~ary to look III historical realitY at how
thing. probably really were. For this purpose I have selected a Persian·Duteh conflict
of 1712-1718. Wh~, follows .how. that European. did no, order the Persians about. but
rather Ihe other way around. It ~lso ,how. that EUTopean. hardly had any protootio••
leBal Or Olherwise. of their riBhts, bUI were tetally dependent on the whim., need•. and
pelilieal 'eatitie.! of the moment. The Europeans miahl Uke aelion in the face of .ueh
situations, in fact they did. bUI Ihey We'e unable to Create a 'l,uetural 'mprovement of
theiT "tuatian throughout the entire 140 years thaI the voe wn pre,en, in Persia.

The Dutch Eut india COOlpauy I.. Ir...

Dutch trade in Per.ia wal ba'ed 00 a 'imple formula. In e",ehanae for u
aonual purchase of .ilk from the Shah a, prie", above the going market rate the voe
was allowed freedom of t'ade and exemption from eu"am. dotie,. No,wlth.tandinll
tbli basic pattern of IradiOB relatioo. between Peuia and the VOC. difficulti.. aro,e
regularly between the two lides about the iDterpretation of the right! granted to the
voe. In ... hal follow' we 'hall deal only With lhose aspects of the earlier eonfliell
which have. bearing on the problem. which emersed "fter l7l2. At the same time it
,hould be nOled that there is a persi..en,ty reeu<Ting pauern i. these eaaflieto hOlwee.
tbe VOC and the Shah, for the,e practieally olways focussed on Ihe ,arne il1ue•.

Whea the DUlch Came to Poni. in 1623 they concluded an agreement with Sh.h
'Abbas, which stipulated. inur nlin. Ihat they ,bould have complete freedOm of tr.de in
Persia as well as exemption from eUltoms dutie•. Road-dulie. at 'altda,; were to b.
paid, however, bUI not at mOre thaa the u,ual rate. In eachanae for the,. privilege•.
the Dutch would have 10 buy silk from th. Shah at 50 U>mall, per rarra (200 kill,
which was mOre than the market price.2

Under Shah 'Abbas, .ueeelSar, hi' grandson Sh.h Safi I, seriou, difficulTies
ATo,e for the firs' tim. about the interprelation of the treaty, which Shah Sari
confirmed in 1629. Although Shah Safi had reduced the number of privileges which
the Dutch had ea)oyed under hi' predeees,or, they aevertheless retained the mast
important rights, viz. freedom of trade, no restriction. on the volume of trade. tOl~1

exemption from customs, permission to export .pecie and the riSh! to transport ~he"

goods without .xamilla,ioo by royal officialS. allhaush road dUlle, had te be pa,d at
lhe olual rale. In exchange the voe had 10 buy sitk from the Shah at a rue above
the market price, ViI. ~O toman. pe, earga. la 1632 Shah Safi sranted ,he DutCh al,o
exemp,ion from payment of road duties and orher similar impostl.

The conflict betweeu Sbah Safi I and the VOC ...as cau,ed by Ihe fact thai lhe
Shh could not deliver lhe anaual amount of 'ilk 'hat was "ipulued. Allhough 'he
Duleh. who wanted to hUy as mu.h .ilk :u po.. ible. had given the. Shah funds. the
lauer could uot and did no' deliver 00 lime, so that he hid fallen ,ato arrea.l" The
Dutch who wanted to COrner the Persian silk markel, therefore also bought .tlk from
privat~ m.rthn" wilh borro ....d maney wi,hout paying euSlams dutie.. In 1637.,



Mir:u. T.q•• lbe F,c""'" d/.lJ<I,Jd, (Ch.ocello, and prime miIl1l.er)••hererore ~1"lIlCd

P3ymul of ~II>10ms dlll,es 011 .11 sill< bolllbi from pt'..ue merch.lll.. The Duld
ref_d .lId SO Mira T.lli look Ibe mo..cy. 009 l......as. f,o", .be DUlcb di,eclO' lit
foree

A. lh. hCl.dllu.."eri of .hc voe ,.. Bu.",. Ibi....as cOII"derc<l .11 oU'''le aod
Ihe new direc.or (aod wheo h. 13,.13 bi, ,uceeuorl was ordered to prot... al.ioll this
t,.ns8reuioll of .h. co...mcrcill Irc:l.'t end d.m.nd rep.yment of the money which hid
been utorted. Mirza Tilli, how."er. told th. Du.eh tht they only eojoy.d rreedom ot
trade ~nd from taxe, on eonditioll tha. they boutht .Hk from the Shah. He e".o Wenl
'0 rot II to roree th. Dutch to buy a, much lilk " he 'tipulaled aod at p,ie•• fiud by
him. Thi, positioll wa. unae~eptablc to Ibe Dutch. Silk was becoming Ie.. imporllM
a, .n uPO" eommodily .nd the voe ....n'ed to buy .. lillie .. lIO",ibl". In .dditioo,
it ....nled 10 I"t ,id of ;11 bo'den o( debt io Pe"'a, which "'IS Ihe result of th" .ilk·
b"yiol poU~y of p.."io". year.. Now 111.1 Miru Taq; fo.ced ,he... 10 bUy llrle
quUt;lies of lilk U hilh p,ica., Ihe Dut~1t It.d to cooti.."c to boffOW """ICy It 20 PC'
<:ICnt iOleresl pcr aOO"'" which meaot Ih.t Ihey wc,c lMi"1 lIUIDCy. WhCD Miru Talli
retlUCd 10 li"e i.. '0 Dllteb protcsts, Bat... ia rioally decided i. lli-ll" to I" 10 war
.,.;aSl Pen,., seodi"l • neel of seve.. ships ,ato the Persiu Oolt 10 bloc:kade Bulbr
'Abbal ...d olh.. P.rsiaa 110'''••lId '0 sei.e Illl~lIi," "....IL

The o.ppCl..ancc ot litiS n.et .ad Ihe aeiu.e ot SlIl11C P.rsin 'hips., as ...ell ..
the bomba,dment of the i,l.ad of Qeshm elllKd CDlUtenntioa ill Eshhan. The Shah
orr.red tuouJ1lble ternlJ to the VOC. bUI before Ihe"" could be " ... ted the Dut(h
plenipol(otilTY died ill £Jhhud The Shih (Abblt \I "'ho bad Iu~«eded his fUhCl io
1642) then decid.d to lTy for belter terml b~ holdinl up the nelOtiuiOos. A•• rcoult
a DUICh mi.. ioll ia 1647 ~ould nOt get In alreement to thei' prOpOll1. The diffcrenc(s
between the VOC aod Pe..i~ w.re rinally setllcd in 16S2 when ambassador Cunaeus
obtain.d ne", firm"", (de..ees) r,am Shah Abba. II. The aew privilele. "ipulated that
thc DUICh ...ould enjoy freedom af trade in Persia and nemplioo hom cU'!lIms, while
thei' 1lIod. .ould be tr.n.po'ted without in.pcelillll by the Peniao. aUlhodtie.
Moreo"er. ia ru'llre tbe DUleh would nol h.."e 10 pay rD:l.d duties.. HowevCl, Ille Shah
hid pl.eed ... upper lim,' oa the (lUI.."",-f,ee impon and UPOII, vi.. 20,000 .0maDI'
"alue per ,u'. and tbe Duleh WtTe forb;ddco to uport ,pecic. Fioally, the D"I<:h had
to buy )(10 car... of 'ilk each ,ea, f.o'" Ihe Sbll. II. p,ia: of'" to",.os pe, carl. ;n
uehalll" for lhose p,i..ilel......

TMs treaty p.o"ed 10 be "" errccl;.... bal,l for Dllrell. tnde till lite elld of Shah
'Abbas II', ..isa- Howu.. r. u..der hi. SU«C$IlIr. Shill. Soleiroall, lIew proble.... a'O$.
Und., Shah 'Abbas 11 die lIiptlllled 300 e..,al of ';Ik h.d bardl, e"er bee.. deli"ered
by the Shah, a sitntion "'hkh "as lreatly appredllcd by the Dut.h. Howeve., ill
1610 Ihe new Pcniao ,0"c<alll.Dt 'asisted Ihu Ih. VOC buy the obl;8"ory 300 car...
of lilk per ynr. This challie of !loliey ....s ~aused amoollt Olhe. thing. by the
dete'iorUiOIl of lhe Pe"iaa economy and the court's need fo. money. Al the same
'ime the Dutch did nat WIIll the amouat of silk cootracted because Ihey 10lt money on
il.

In 1678 a conflict aro•• betweell Ih. loverno, of aaadar 'Abbas atld the voe
dircctor about the former', cl.im for more ,if to .nd 34 yea" of arrea.. of relll for the
D"'eh ra~tory. The Dateh armed tbemsclv... lad mlde ready to withdraw hom Pe"ia.
but their prate$! to Ihe Shab 'nalted '0 Otd"r. 10 tbe 10"eTllOr 1101 to illt••fere wi.b
Dllteb trade or IT.de....

H...."er••he ule of t.... _I..cled I_n" of .ilk 10 Ibe Dutell. COllt;lI"ed. and
.hhoo,h the VOC representati"cs ..ked for a rcductioll io .ilk deli"C';"" Ibis was
refuKd. I. 1619 Ibe r.n;1O IOverlllllellt claimed paymeot 0( rd/Idd'; or road dllti...
from tbe Dutcb. elaitllill' lhU Ihey had Olll heeo nempted frolll P3ymg lhi, ;mpo$l.
Whell Ibe Dllt(1t refilled 10 PlI', tbc Pe.. iall .uthori';es tllDt PIIYlIICo.l by fOTCC ill 1680
Bal."i....."tcd to take ",iIi'a., actioa. bUI wal occupied elsewhere .t 'he lime. It
therefore ordered i" ..r"anlS 10 ask (0' 11II1UII 'ilk ddi"cries o( "0.1, ISO eu....
Whca Ibis request was presented to tbe ['t.mad .t_Douleh ia 1610, he bc~am~ aDa'y
aad Slid ·You Ire dUlin, .. ith • King, nol wilh a mereh.nt·, Ind thai ir ..e did nat
like it we had belle. tu"e·. At tbe ume time h" ord.r.d loo Clrlu "r 'ilk to be,



ddi ...."d 10 .he OD...h heIO<,.. Th.. Ollleb <efllSCd 10 aeap. i•• wbich led 10 all
ucllJ.D.", of aogry worels u a res"lt of whieb Ihe OUI..h <eprescnllli .... '-.S belieD and
forced lO rcceive tb .. tilk. He .b"reuPOo lodled a eomplainl .-ilh th.. E'lemad ai_
Dool"h and ask"d fo. a r"dUelioo in lilk d ..liveries. The E'l ..mld al·Doaleh ."pli..d
·,hal he could nOI understand willI kind or rueally people w" we",. fo, he h.d
info'med u. or hi. wishes in wrilinl. Funhcr. if we were 001 iOlerel."d in sti~kinl to
Ih" eOOl.aet in Ihis maone, theo w" could 10 to hell and were fr .... to Icu" Ihe
collotry". The VOC diree.or in P"..ia advllCd B.tav;a to dcela'e war on Pc"ia, to
whiCh Ba.av;a a"ced. II .cn, a (len ((ivc meo-or-wa. and a hook"r) 10 bl""k.d" Ihc
""<1iu O"lf. _bile the rloulht also ...aeked ud xi~ed thc lslaod of Qcshm, Tile
Sll.ah Iben ;oviled Ihc DOlch .0 <>pcn l1elOliation, iD Elfallan, bu••he IwO OUleh
.eprC$Co.a.iv,," _c.c eoltfroltted .i.b a Yc<y lIostilc Pcunlt ,overOmeltl. which
rchscd .0 talk UIIle$l Ihe D1ttell. t1li$cd the """"palioll of Qc$lI.m aDd Ibe hlgcklde of
the Oolf. Wheo Ibe D,,'eh did .... Ihe E'temad al-Ooolell showed evell len inclina.ion
.0 DelOliale lerma. He also did 110' dlllw Ihe '.0 lIelo''''tlln 'II 'el"rn 10 Buda'
·Abba.. 1I0r Ille whole slaff willi bad elDbarked 011 Ihe ship' The eboiee wbieh Ibe
E'{elllld II-Oouleh pu. '0 Ihe Dulch was.; eilber 'II lake 'he colltrae'ual amouo' of nlk
0' to pay eUSlOIlll du.iel. He finilly allowed the OUlch .0 rnurn 10 BandH ·Abbal
afle, the~ had p,omlsed .hal ao amblssador would b" sen< 10 sellle their diffe'ences.
Trade "'as ,C!umed laaln in 1687 under rhe supe,vision of two royal inspec.ors who
recorded III VOC imports and UPOrLl. Ba.avil lherefote decided to send 10

a"'bnndo,. who arrived ill Petsia ill 1690.
The IlDbauador, vall L.ceoe, manlled '0 IU lie. p,ivileaes afle, Ibe paymen' of

cOl.ly p,cscoa Illd lelll.lly lalks; Shah Soleimall Cllllf,rlnC'l O"leh ri,lIn .0 freedom of
..ade ill PetlLa, Cielllplio" f.om pay..",,' of ell$.o ..... liP 10 a ma,ilDum a"oual i",PO"
'lId upon vallie of 20.000 '1HIIlI.1I'" Mo,eover. uemptio" fro.. paylllCo, of toad dUlies
was Irlll,ed as w<:lL Filially Pc:nill< ofrieials _erc fO'b,dd"" 10 ope" OUleh Pletal....
ehes.s nd boles. 111 uehanl" for Ill...., pri""e,,," Ihe vee hid .0 buy cacll year 300
elrlll of s.ilk f'olll .Ile Sh.h a. 44 tOlD.... PC' carl". Howe....., these fi,mans had "0'
yel been scaled- by the Shah ..hell Ih" .lDbassado, ler., and the prolDi... 10 lend .helD
arter him ... as no. honoured. 10 1694 the Dutch .enl a special "'iuion 10 Oblain Ihele
firmans, bUl Ihen Shah Soleiman died,1

Hi••uccn,or. Shah Sohan Hosein, nO. ooly eellfi'med .he privilege. Iran ted by
hi, fUher, bu. also Stilled "- dilpule wllh ,egard '0 Ihe wool "ade wllh Ketman 10 .he
advllll,alc of the vec. WIIeo .he Shah was Dubie 10 deliver any silk ill 1696, Ihe
Penin 10v".lImeo. prOPOSCd 11111 Ille obllialory delivery of silt would be abolished.
IOd illstead Ihe vee would pay III IIInuII volu..... of loads 10 Ihe Shih. The VQC
declilled 10 acccp. Ihis ehall,e of Ihe Irelly. bu. B.....i. lIevenlldcss coII.ide.cd it
oppIlrllllle '0 sc"d a"olbe, a",basAdo,. Jaeobll$ HOUlka"",r, '0 Pet..a in nOl.' III a
Iborlci.... Hoopa",,,, ......ble 10 collclode il-I:I a"eelllenl wi'h Ille Shah by which Ihe
Shah would ...U the VOC aD all""al a.".,lIl1. of 100 <:Itp, of /rDdkltod"Il'.I..,d silt' II a
price or « lomaosa pe.r ea'il. III nehan,e lbe VOC .-as ellulled .0 carr,. 011 ill trade
aoywbere ill Peni.lo Ind 10 impo<! and nPOn a volome of louds. which we'e nempl
f,om Ihe pa~lIIenl or custOlllJ Illd olber illll'll"s. 10 ch. amOU1I1 of 20.000 loman. pc'
ye.r. In addition, .he vec h.d 10 deliver '0 Ihe SlIah all anlloal ~llIounl or .o-e.lled
'reCOBnllie doed"ren' 0. lrealy B0od. of Ihe followinl eomllo'irioo:

10,000 mall Tab,i.' 0' 60,000 III powdered I"pr
1,120 RIlla Tab,i. 0' 6.120 Ib l"mp '''~'

119 "' Tab<ia or 164 Ib ca,damom
119 11 T.bri. or 164 111 cloves
219 .aa-e Tabri. Or 1.104 Ib eiolla_"
219 ....II-e Tallri. or 1.704 Ib pepper

,
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1.000 mUhqal," Or 10 Ib nUtm.SI
130 m.tbqll, o. 1.3 lb 11I3••
6Sl1m..thqal, o. 6.$ Ib aluilwood U

4 1113n..., Tabriz or 24 Ih benoin\3
Hilla ...... Tabriz o. 144 110 white Illndllwood

UlOO lII.thqals 0. 20 110 radi, chinl U

1 1fl3...... Tab.iz o. 41 110 cudied nUlm.p
~ """n·. Tabri. 0. 24 Ib .:udied clo..es

Tb. VOC WII "Ot oblilcd 10 deli IbC$C 10<Ml, if ,b. Sb.b did n"t ,upply lb.
COlli!».) w,tb lb. eonl.aelcd IIlnual I Ounl of ,ilk. Ho...e..u. if Ibe VOC did aol
want to pu.ehase aay sill<. it ..... 11i11 obli,.d to dcli ..u Ibe ·,eeo,ni,ie loederen'

AllhoUlh the Go"u"or-C.neral sured thlt until 1712 this lieU) had enabled
Ihc VOC 10 carry on ,I> tradc qui.lly, this WI< nOI comple'ely lI"e, ComOltcd witb
Ihe probl..... whkb 'he VOC had In facc afler 1712 those p.io. to 1712 "'cre indeed
in"Snifie..nt Ne>'enbcle.., in thesc earlier difricultie, .... r. sown tbe seedl of
noubles of a la,e. dale The filiI diffieullY oceurrcd a, carly II 1703, "'hen 'he
,ltnhlo<",do' (cu.rom, m..,or) of Band•• ·Abb.., Mirz.o Sad.", accused the VOC of
ho"inl nrried On Hade ....o"b Dn 1.033.633 IOo,e Ihan Ibe ImOUnt of 20,000 'omln,
du"nS the I, .. f,v. ycau. He lhor.fore demanded lb. payment of euS'Oms 0".' Ibis
"mount Or , "<0 of len por cent or Ort 135,751" Tb. farmer of tb. ducol "ade in
Esfohon aho complained aboul 'he hel thll Ih. voe boughl 100 many Bolden
ducall.'· Althougb nci,b•• of tbcso occuI,'ion, Icd ro aoy .ction by Ih. Pc"ion
gO"«nmenl, 'bey ..., Ihadows o"c, re •• ian·Ou'eh rer,tion•. fOl not only did th.y
contribulC 10 build·up of friction, bUI ,he.e ,~me problem. would be ~i"olal ro Il,e
cOnnicr b.t ..... o the IwO e<lunl,i.5 ten years IJtcr Jnd would re,ult in the revocftlion
of n,e 1701 l.e~'y.

In 110S. new d,fficult,u 0'0'. when lbe Sbab g.". the .igb, '0 buy all .ood.
which 'he VOC imr><>.lCd in'o P."i" fO' lbe Shh '0 lwo brolh... "nd ..eludod from
Ihis t,ade all other mcrehan" "'hO now bad to buy their good, from ,he Shah lh,oUlh
,he two 'oyal fae'o.s" Thc lover"or·goneroi o.d...d tbc direc'or in P."ia 10 pro,est
",onlly al,inll lhi, new ",heme H need be. the dir.c'or ,hould moke bis ~ro'e"

mo'. o,lalable by ,ivinl ~re..nt.. Itowe..... if ,he Pe",iao lo"ernm.n, would no'
y,e1d, Ihe diree,o, "'30 .otbo.iud '0 deal wi.b Ihe .oyal facto". Tbis syltem of
d.alinl ",",tb I royal helo, 10 who,. til iml>Clrll; "'ere sold WII no, " n." Obenomcnon
for the VOC. Under Shab 'Abbas I a ,imillr 'yste", b:ld uiSled aod the VOC ~ad in
'ho", day' ,re"ly profiled from lIS d.alinp wilh the royal hetot_ In faci the ,ystem
",hieh ullte io.o beial I".. was a "a""lol oa i" for .he VOC IOld III ill IO<MI, to a
fe"," ~rioc;Il.1 lIt«eha,," ..ho la ,ora stlld .he JllOdI '0 " I'CI' nu ...ber of , ...aUer
merchant.. However. a 1>''''''' of lOO 'oou-"s to .bc Ft.mad aI-Dooleh led to tb.
,u'o,a,ion of the eU510I113fY liru"ioa" Neveflhcl=. io 1701 'he .oyal heiGl", Mi.
Morrcu," "ied '0 eofore. bu 'ilb" by de""ndinl thal lb. vOC deliver 100.10 to tlte
ulue of 4.000 'OmaM '0 bion in ",ehanle fot which be would DOt botber the other
merehan'I. The VOC di .... lo<. Frans CUlelijn_ eD",pl1i~d in Eshhan, bo' o","in, to
Ihe de",i", of E'lelfl3d d·Dooleh the whole i...e w., d,opped by Mi, Moneu The
ne. ['t.m.d ll-Doulol•• Shah Qoli Khltl, who was appoin'ed in June 1707, would play
an ,mllO'lanl '010 in tb. coortiet of 1712....

In June 1110 'be f••mer of ,he duca' ""de al,in co",plaio.d lbot" ucesti,'e
elllO"s of lolden ducats by Ihe VOC. In '<1l>Onl<. tbe Shah i..oed " decree pe.1I\i,,;ol
h,m 10 cootrol and ex,mine VOC elI anl. Ho...eve,. afl" • prottSt hom the VOC
,he deeree w., revoked." Mi. Mort WI' apl>Oi",.d .,,~ir (d.puly lo..erno,) of Ynd
In July 1710 and so th. moll likely sou.ce of confHe, between ,he VQC and PeUit was
,emo..ed A' ... buc seen th. Qg"crno,·O.o...1 was .ight '0 be ,,,i,n.d wilh the
ruher undi"u,bed na'ur. of Itadc in Peu;.; af'e, 1712 this pic'u," would be 'Ollily
chanl.d E1efore We look It lh.se ."cnll lei us fi ... e"om;ne th. nature of VOC "ad.
with Penia.

A~ h. IS npo.t. ,,'cr. concerned, P...;a had no' much to offer, for aput from
silk lbe onl~ other eommo<llt~ which "'"' worth .. portiOI was lold. Deliverie, nf ,ilk

•



exptcienced dinicu!!ie, soon after ,he conclusion oC 'he Ireaty oC 1701. After 1701
'he Cirst .il~ delivery did oat ta~e pbce until 1704 and then aCter J704 only 40 carR"
instead of the 100 eargas contracted. No silk was delivered fat. number of l'e)rl
)fter 1704, The Heeren XVII (the di,ector! of the VOC) i..ucd instruction,;n i70S
that the director In Bandar 'Abbas should not insist on thc delivery of Ihe ,ilk bec.u,e
,ilk ha,dly yielded any profit in Europe, If the Shah demanded the supply of
'recognitie goedercn' even when no silk was delivered, the director waS .uthori.cd to
comply. III ,hi. way the VOC would not b. troubled by Other problcm•. No more ,ilk
w). delivered to the VOC until 1710, ~nd 'herc~C,...ilk deliverie. were only rc,umed
;n 1714, After that d.,e, no mOrc .ilk wa, delIvered to thc VOC nt nil,"

Apart from silk, the Company wa. also intcre51ed ;n Kerman wool It ordered
an annual volume of 60,000 to 70,MOIb of red wool; the other varie"es. e'peeially the
white wool, hod to bc declined whereve' possihle. Howev", Ihis volume was n.-cr
collecled in one year, while the quali,y nf the wool was law. Thi. gave ri.e to a 101 of
complaints from Batuia and ,he Nelherland" hUI lhere was no ch.nBe ,n the
~ituntion,'~

FUrlher e~pon goods we,e mainly $tt1all quantities of all kinds of d,ied fruLt
and nu" .ueh .. p;staehio" .lmond., huel nuts and ,huharb, Gnod. like iuden ,.eds.
medicine., ro,e water and Shin. wine were also reguiH expon i,em•."

Gold, or rathe, golden European dueats wos • "e'l' ,mponant e"port
commodity. Tbe VOC exehanged Persian money fnr the Eurnpenn gold, for Pe"i~n

money yielded lao much 10" when e"poned. Thi, was the re~nll DC an incfO.,ing
dcbasement of the Persian currency by ,he §o"e,nmen" e'pec,ally of ,he ,ilvor abba"
due '0 the deteriora,ion of Pero,a', economy. '

Imparts by the VOC were .ohs,"nt'al and v.ried, bUI mostly consisted of .pice,
and teXlilcs. The goods listed below are represenlnliv. of lhe varielY of goods whicb
the vec imporled in,o Persia during 1700.1720, pepper, maee, clov... nutmegs.
cinnamon, COllon and silk fah,ic' and b,oaddo'h, romp.n.'~ fin, .amphor, copp.'.
powderod .ugar, lump ~ugar, .inc, indigo, cardamom. ,appan wood. ,adix china, gum­
lac," hen.oin. iron, 51<el, and sandalwood.

During the carly ycars of ,he vec in Persia imported goatl. "'erC mostly
transpo,ted for ... Ie to EJ;fahan, <specially when the merchsn" in Band" 'Abbas did
not offer high enough pr'e... However, ,ales increasingly took pl... in Bandar 'Abbas,
and ;n 1692 Ba,nvia prohibited the Irnnsportntion of good' to Esfahan bccau~e of
p'ohlems 'ueh .. 'hcrl, .hort-mensures, and obnoxious behaviour by cuSlOm' farmc ...
After ,hat, the ,ale of VOC good. took plaee e.elu,ively in Bandar 'Abbas in Ih,
following manner; afler thc arrival of the VOC sh;ps, the di'CClor in Bandar 'Abba>
informed the p,incipal merchaots in E.fahan, Shi'a. and l.ar by leller. Thh hold
elPeci.lly fo, Ihe most impOrtaOI merehanu de.linll with the VOC. Hajji 'Abd al_Re""
and Hnjji 'Abd ai-Wahab, both of Shl,... Then negotialion, wOte begun ",llh the,.
merchants or their .gents, who u,ually c.me in April and M.y to Bandar 'Abbu for
that purpose, If the director perceived that the principal merchants were trying 10
asree .mons One another 10 form a kind of buyers' eanel to enforce lo"'er prices, he
would threalen to transport the llood, In E,hhon. which u'ually h.d the required
re,uh.

The VOC ~taff also had to see that lhe lawn officials did no, inlerfere in the
negotiations. The.e wanted only the be",selling item•• on credit. and even then
paymen, wa, only obtained with lhe Rrcate" difficulty. The .hahhandar, who each
ye.r houghl .ome good' for ,he Shah, wa, lhe only offici,! allowed '0 bid as well,
though he had 10 pay ca,h.

The merchants usually go! the goods on credit They paid with draft. drawn on
credilOrs in EsCahan. De,pite repe.ted orders froOl Batavia to demand cuh payOlents.
this wa, Impossible in practice_ aod implemenlaiioo of Ihi. order would have me,nt
tha, nO lrade could have been carried on. The u,ual cred;l periOd around 171~ was
three mon'hl,

The deci.ion to sell had to be cleared with lhe council of lhe Band", 'Abba,
oCfiee The council would lake ;nto nceount such i,""e, IS IISI year'. price" lhe
import of .i",ilar good, by o,her merehn" since then, and 'he pric.. nbt.ln;ng in,



On ,his basi, i, was ealeulaled whal 'he morehants could ~,y af'er
deduc,ion of road·loxes, spillage ele. in order '0 pro"ide ,he Hon.
Comp.ny wi'h • ~ood profit and on ,he olher hand '0 enable the
mereh.nlS '0 Slay in busi~e5S by means of a modell profh, wllich would
.1'0 induce 'hom II> lrode.·>

FUrihe' the council also ,aw '0 it ,ha, merehanlS bough' .11 Ihe llood, .od not jnS! ,he
be"'50lIioa ooe" .0 'hal ,he Company would not ruo ,he ri,k of being UMble '0 sell
the Ie.. de,irable gOOds. Ir i, would help sal... tho oouoeil ,ometim" lowered the
p,iee, of the beSl-'<lling goods in order '0 .nimale "ade. However. ,hi, did 001 hold
for ,ueh good' 3. rodi. chioa. >guilwood•• nd sand.lwood of whieh nol mueh w"'
imponcd, .nd could alw.y. be .old in ,mall qu.n'i'ie, '0 the .hopkeeper. in !landor
'Abb.,

The sal.. lhem,oI"" were concluded Ihrough ,he iote,mediory of brokers.
The,o formed. kind of buffer between lhe VOC .nd tbe Per.i.. me'eh'01<. The
VOC .Iway, sUPP0rlod the btoke" in difficult situ.tions. if only '0 prevcn, disrespect
be,ng ,hown '0 'he Hon Complny Good, ,old wcre weighed in the DUlch factory
wi,h Du,eh weighl' before dc!;veey '0 [he merehan". The broke" wCre secu,ity for
the paymon, of the drof" wi,h which ,he meeehanll p.id for ,he good, If ,he dr.ft,
were not hoooured 'he brokers had '0 pay, A' reeompen,e fo, 'heir work .nd ,i,k
'hOl' lCcei"ed One per cent of the tOlal receipt< <If "Ie, f,om 'he VOC .nd the Persian
mcrehan". bu, fot Some good, Ihey only gOI 0.7S pe[ con"

The voe 50' gre3l <lor. bl' ~ood rcl~l;on.hip, wi,h ,he Persian mcrch"n1~. and
'0 ,he dlrecto, in Bandar 'Abbas maintained friendly rclOllon. wl,h lhe",_ The gale of
'he voe f.etory w"' ~lway, opcn '0 'hcm. ,olely '0 induce Ihem '0 trnde. For 'he
.. me ,e.son 'he principal merehan'~ were given pre,ents of .u~"' .nd clo'h af,er 'he
..Ie had been concluded '0 confirm ,hei, gond relOlions

E,f.h.n.
specified

E.eh mon'h Iho E.f.han orrice
number of i,ems '0 H.ndar ·Abb.s

would 'heedore send, price liS! of a

The p.Ji[;eal ,it",lion In Iran on lh eve of Kelol..r', emb..,y.

The events '0 be de,cribed here ocourred during the reigo of Shah Soltan Ho,e,n
(1694-\722), during who.e long reign 'he lrani.n slate ~radually became weaker .nd
lost respec, and aU'horilY bo,h inlernally .nd externally_ The 'lale'. au,hori,y had
al,e.d~ begun '0 decline do,ing ,he reign of hi, fa'her, Shah Soleim.n (1666·1694) and
Shah Soh,n 110..in acceded '0 'he 'hrone or ,he a&e of 26 on hi, r.,he,'. de",h. on 6
Augu"1694. UP ,ill ,h., momen,. he had .pen' hi~ whole life in ,he ..elu,ion of the
harem. and he h.d COme under [he innuence or ,he eunnch,. the horem wOmen ond
Mohamm.d B'llCr Majle.;' ,he impo"an, ,heoloBian Tne new Shah wa$ a quie"
<ludio", and ,eber·jiving yoong man, who w"' "cry piou,. and lomewhal of • bigo,
He tlocrefore became known as Moll. Hosein.

Sh.h Solt.n Hosein beg.n hi. reigo by forbidding 'he dlinking or wine, bu,
'00•• led on b~ the eunuch" he indUlged him,elf in wine and a ,etcc, choice of
women. Hi. otller occupations Wele p,~ying and ,he construction of plea,ure-garden,
.nd mOSqu.,.." Jan Oell. ,he voe direc,o, in I.. n"" eh.ractorized lhe Shah ., follow",

although he has reigned new fo, more ,han 28 years he i, >!lll of ,he
... mc nalur. and h., Ihe ,.me qualiti .. a\ ,ho,e which were dClcrihed
(by one or my predecessors) in 170S. For duriog my 'wenly-ye.r "'y in
tn;. coun,ry I have e~perienccd th., lhi, Prince 113, n vcry quie',
peaceful. and moden'e nOlu,e; he i, very pious and greatly lo_e, hi.
reliaien and h., an uncommen ave"ion tn 'heddiog hnm.n blood. of
whieh one cannel rind. ,ingle ""amplo during hi, whole reign. »e i.
fUriher indolent. cowardly. and a greOl ,quandere, and lover of b"ildin~

and demnli'hing of "'nn,inn, and pl...ure.garden,. 11 I, nbou, 'he only

,
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Th~ governor< of the royal deme.ne. we,e m,inly known U y,,,i .. Or
comptrollcr~. Apan from the ,boye·mentioned miniue", the Voe had few de,Hog,
With other ,tate officio I, io E'fahen. HoweYe" mo'e or Ie" regul.. eootael< e,i'ted
with the DiMII b'G' (Lord High Jo'li«), Ihe rsh;~ ogha,; boah; (chid m.ce·bearer), and
the Mehmandor bash; (chief of the protocol departmeot). For obvion' rea'ons, relalion.
were :tl'o establilhed with those persons who eojoyed the {oyour of the E'temod al­
Douleh. Of cou.se, in cases of conflict with the E'temed al-Dooleh the Dotch .Iso
Iried to eSlablish good relations wilh hi' opponent' U cour ..'"

Under the E'lemad al-Douleb U chief admini.trator of the .lole provincc"
.nothe, da.. of official. were to he found, The mo.t important ones Were the \'olr, Or
viceroy, of whom there were only four in Persia, After them, one had the beglerbeZI'
Or governor-gene"I" who were e.eh in eh"ge of a province. Fin .. lly ooe had 'he
nomerou. lower official, luch as go"ernors of !Own,. thei. deputies (1ID'.b), the .heriff
(dor"gheh), the co"om.-m•• ter ('hohbander), .nd 'he .ub<Jrdin3te orrieial' ('he labio,,),"

COnl.ct with the.. offici.ls was regular .nd a good relationship wos important
for the smoo,h carrying on of trading aClivities such as ,he loading and unloading of
'hip., lhe ... Ie of merchandi.e, and the traOsporl of me,chandise to and from Esfahan.
In 'heir dealing, wi'" 'he European" the,e offici.l. ,omelim.. intimued that they had
nrders from co~rl, whieh was of'en unleue. In 'ueh c..e. the VOC direelor alway,
..ked fa' • copy of the royal deoreo (mqam), beeause he jmtly a"umed ,hat 'he
offieial. were ,ometim...cting from ,elfi.h mOlive•.'o

In order 10 maintain good rela'ions the DUIOh gave presentl to various offieial•.
The p,esenl< were giyen af'er 'he Du,eh had .old 'hei, merehandi,e in order to
preven' ,he,e official. f.om interfering with 'he market, for 'hese pre«ntl Were given
in kind, mostly VOC good••uch as ,pices and tUlile,. If one of lhe officials did not
delerve his pre,.nt in lbe view of the Dutch direclDr, ,he customary .nnual present
was nOt giYen ·in order to .how ,hem thar lhe presen' il nOt given oul of duty or
obhg.lion, bu' ,alher because i' i' • civil aeknowledgemenl of lhe ."i,tance which
,hele officials gi"e to lhe Han, Company·"

Tho position of the Duteh in Persi. "'a, not an ea.y one aod the VOC 't.rr
were not alwoy, treat.d with the "'pee, Which, according lD Iheir own mind., "'.. due
to th.n,. In the p..t the Pe..i.n Oourt hod made it cl... to 'hc VOC represcnta,ives
'hat 'hOy were only merch.nts, who, although having. pri"ileged po.ition, were only
'olerated for as long as ,h.y b.haved lh.mselv.s properly. Th. po,ilion of 'he
European, bec.me more difficult u the intornal pOlitieal and eoonornie si,uation of
Persia increasingly de'erioraled. Apart from lhe imecuri'y on the ro.ds (caravans
Were e"en robbed only 20 mile' outside Esfnh.n), ,he deteriOfOling eeonomie 'ituation
wn. indic.ted by 'he falling rate of exehange of Per>ian eurreney, lhe inabili,y of
Persi.n mereh.nts to p.y fa. their purcha,e, wi'h e..h, and tile POy.rty aod hunger
thai prevailed lhroughnut Per,i •. Beeau,e of the negligence of Shah Soitan Ho,ein the
country ·gradoolly wa, filled wi'h wilful offieial$, di'eontented snbjeets, who finally
during these last few y bave org.nized them,.lves in'o • few groups and have
fomented pnblie rebellion'· ..

Ap.rt from the eenoomic situalion Oc,s 'eferred in partioular '0 the un"oble
POli,i.,1 'itua'ion in PefSio, which wa. demon'trated amonsst other thin~. by the
frequent ohange of holders of imporlan! admini,t.ative and military funetron •. The
goyernmen' was Inereasingly eonfronted by local up,i,ings: in the Caucasu, hy the
Georgians .nd the LezKis: in the south·east B.lueh m,rauding pa,ti.s penetr.ted in
g.e,ter numb<f' ,nd more deeply into the country .ach year: io we,lern Pe"i~ reynlt<
broke out amnng 'he Kurdl and ia KhuzeSton .mong lhe Arab tribes. The moS'
impnrtanl .ebellion, howcver, was thai by the Ghal"i Afgbans.i '

The 'ebellion of the Ghalui Afghan. under 'heir leade. Mir Wei. eyentually
I.d lD th. fall of ,he reigoing S.ravid dynasty. The Ghalzai tribe dominated the
affairs of the cily of Q.ndahar .nd itS dependeneie,. This part of Afghoni!l.n bad
been a bone of eonten'lon between Safavid Persia and Moghul lndi •. In view of ,he
more 'oleran' fCligiou. attitudc of lhe Safavid state, Ihe Afgh.n, preferred Pe"i.n
rule 10 that of ,h. Moghuls, bu' lhi. ,i'ua,ion eh.nKed in 169! when Sh.h Salton
Ho'ein beg.n to favom • I... toleranl policy ,ow.rd. the Sunni Afghan, Th.,



rescntmenl to Which thiS ehaose in policy lave rise "'as stlCnlthe"ed hI' the harsh
bc:~ViOUf of the !'.niaB troops (Ow.,ds the Aflhan In 1709 Ihc Gflatzli. fellcned
Ufldcr the teaduship of Mif We... He Iradually olillcd the Peniafl IfOOl)S fro", Ille
pfo"i,,« of Qafldahar afld whco he died ifl IllS there ",efe flO lofll"' Pcniafl lroo~. '0
Illal pfovillce. His Slrllule alaillsl the Peniafl, would be eontinued. and .. i,1I mOfe
.ue=l, by hi. elden SOD Mslhmud,"

I. See e.... Wallersleio, 1974
2. hokilink·RocloC... 1974; fDf n.hdar' see EIDCrsoo '" nOlI., 191(1; a carp i••

call1el load of 1"'0 bales oC silk ClIdl of 36 man-c shah "'ith a tOlal ,,'ellhl
of about 200 kl

3. Floor. 1971·79. %-SI; Balav,a, DO" hhr... ,he eapIlal of lfldone"., ..'..
Ihe seat of the eo"erno,-Oeflcr.lor Ihe VOC

4. HOI1, 1901: On Shah 'Abb.. 11 SCe Lufl, 1961
S. Van Dam, 1939; Coolhu., 1915, 1980; Valcntijo, 17N·26
6. Ibid.
7. TIle VOC di.liolui.hed bct"'.cm Ih.cc Quali,ies of silk. Khaflb.ar. (f""

QllalilY). l<a.dkbolbpa....d (secood Qualily). and kh",afl !lh;rd Quality)
I. The toman ""'s not I coi.. bUI a Uflil or ,"CCOIIO' cqual to 10,000 dUla..,

Thc utC of ••chUlc w.. oDe toman • 42.10 DUlch Builders at th.I li",e
9. One man.." Tabria "'eilhed 2.96 kl
lO Cardnmom, the seed of the cafdamom miou., n bind· hUlked .pice wi'h

medicin~l o.ooertie.
II. Ofle mClhQal is equal to 4.6 I.am.
12. AluihrDOd. a Iypc or ..DOd used fo. mediclul purposes lod as ineen.c
1J. Beflaain•••"eel Imelli.1 I". r..i. from the ..oru. benaai...il~

medici.ll p.-<>pcnie,
14. R.adia chin, rhe dried .001 or Ihe ''''illl China, u.ed ror medieinl

purposel. especially alli01l .kin diseas..
IS. Coolhus, 1910,324
16. Ibid., 371
17. Ibid., 4S7
II. Ibid.• 521
19 This p.ob.ably "as Mir Mortua Khohf, also kn.wn .. Mo·ta"",. $cyyed

Monen Hasci,,;
~O. Coolball. 1910. ~21, S76
2L Ibid~ 127
n. Ibid~ ~61

23. Aigemecn Rijks Archid (ARA), den HoaS, Ihe Nethcrl.nds, VOC 19~,

Memofandum b}' llfl Oell, unr"lilted (lS/ll/22)
24. Ibid.
2S. 'Abbasis ..cre sil"e' c~ios; SO 'abl>.a.si.....e eQul (0 Dfle .oman
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1. THE CAUSE OF THE CONFLICT

Th~ ClIUS~ or lh~ comm~rci31 eo~mcl betwceo Peni3 3nd Ihc vee was a quarrel
bel ...cen Wiltem B3ckcr Jacob... lh~ voe direclOr al Band", 'Abbas, and hi. depuly
Ind chief of lhe [,fahnn offlcc. Pieler Maca," Junior,' Thi. quarrel had 10 do wllh
Wlb genllemen" priva,e inlcreslS in lhe export of ,pecic. Mor~over, lhe personal
ambilions of Macare a. well a5 the facl lhnt he probably "'a, nol rc,pon,illle for hi,
aClion., being 'lighlly deranged in lil2, played a big role in il. In 1710 Macarc hod
written 10 lhe Heeren XVll, lhe direelOr< of lhe voe, <hal Backer laeob" ha,
organi.ed a pllll a8aln51 hi. life. Macare tried to arrange lhal Backer Jacob. ,hould be
dismi"ed and he him.elf appoinled a. direClOr in Persia. In hi. lurn Buker hcob..
complained aboul Maca'e, bUl Balavia w,.. nlll convinced by hi. ace'''''tions and
replied lhat he mu,1 .upply proof. [n Iii I Backer hcob....ked to be allowed to

resign; Bafa"ia decided 10 appoin< MacHe ;n hi, place and hoped lha, ,his would put
an end 1C lh~ troublc,.'

In lh~ m~antime, howe"er, thiugl had gOI totally Out of hand in Porsia In lui}'
1712 Macar~ ac~u,ed lhe voe iOI~rp.. t~r, Fran~ois SJhid, of having !tied to poi,oo
him and hi. family. ~1aca", appealed to the p~.. ian aUlhoriti~, and had Saltid orreHed
108elh~r wilh five other Pe"i.n ,er"anlO, H~ mainlOined elo.~ conta~" Wilh the
aUlhorilie., e.peeially wilh lhe rcn~gade Portuguese prie". 'Ali Qoli Beg," the Shah',
int~rpr~ter. On july 16, 1712 lh~ Div.n begi (Lord High Ju.tice) ca",e In fctch all lhc
docum~nl' of lhe VOC inl~rprotcr from th~ vee hou,e, in defiance Of thc trCOly wilh
th~ voe.'

[n ord~, 10 ",CJpe from lhe 'poi,oned' almo,phere or lhe voe home, MacHe
lOOk lodging. in a garden juS! oUSlide E.fahan, Adriaan van Bie,un,. hi. depuly, u,~d

lhi, opportunily to lak~ over lhe man.gem~nl or voe .fr.irs, and Macare, supported
by two voe employ~~. who had r~mained loyal to him, complained aboul thi,
u.urpalion of hi. authorily to lhe E'temad al_Douleh. Sh.h Qoli Khan. Th~ l.ller '~nl

for van Bie,um, who hod to be foro~d '0 .pp~or before him. Shah Qoli Khan, al lhe
instigation or Macaee, made uSc of lhi. internal cri.i. of the voe, and dem.nded thal
van Bic.om allow him to ~xamin~ the voe tmok, since B.der Jacob.,,' depar1ur~ as
Chief of lhe Elf.han offic~ in 1;01, for M.care h.d .~cu,ed Backer hcobn of hnvinB
m~gal1y exported las,OOO Bolden ducu" not to menlion silver 'Abbasi, since li01.
Van Biesum refused to comply with lhi, r~que", of cours~. ,inc~ it was conlrary to lhe
comm~roial treaty, '0 Macar~ declared lhal he would be willing 10 .upply ,he E'lemad
aI_Douleh wilh lhe r~cords, if h~ r..~iv~d ,orne o"ISlonc~ in s<oufing entry fO lhe
voe hou.~. Once lhi. wa, aChieved, Mac"r~ provid~d the E'lemad al-Doul~h wil~ lhe
voe r~~ords which h.d been requested. Th~ E'lemad al_Douleh ordered lhe Mo<toufi·
y~ kha"eh and th~ Engli,h chief ro eumin~ rhe record' in M,ear~'s pr~,~nce. H~ allO
ord~red v,n Bi~sum 10 obey Maca.. who had been rcin"aled io the Voe with th~ help
of the Persian aut~orili~s, in futnre,'

Macaf~ 01.0 orderod the arresl of the voe broke.., becau,e he su,pected lhem
of havinll tried 10 po;.on him, and on AugUSt I, 1712 he had van Biesum h;mselr
arr~sled. The ['lemad al-Douleh 0110 ofd~red tb~ books of Ih. vee brok~.. 10 b~

.eized in order 10 find oul bow many duc.l. had bccn e"poTl~d, From th~

euminalioo of lhe voe record •• which lhe E'lcmad al-Douleh bad .eal~d and kep,
inlO hi, own cUllody, he bad lurnt lhal th~ voe had nol paid e"porr dulie$ on du~ats.

Maea .. hop~d in lhi. way to be able 10 prove hi, a~~u.ation, asainsl Backer Jacob.z."
B~~au.e of this n~w d~vc10I'me"I, th~ Shah issued a d~~r~e al Ih~ beginning of

September 1712 io whi~h Mu," Kh.n, lhe lofnngchi bashi. was ord",~d 10 check .11
caravan, prior 10 lheir deparlur~. for the pr~,~nc~ of dueats and to .cal ,11 packng~,.!

In Bondar 'Abbas lhe director aod hi, council. havins b~~o ioform~d aboul lhe
evenlS in [,fahan by Ma~a.. and van Bi~,um, decided thaI Ma~are and his ,uppOrl~"

must ~ome 10 th~m 10 account for l~eir b~h.yiour. Mor~over, Jao O~lS was appointed
a. chief of the Esfahan office, and he arrived in E,fnhan al the b~ginning of
November and took up lodging' in lh~ q.bvakhane!muar garden, for Mae.fC had
reru~ed 10 giv~ up his aUlhority and hand OVer th~ voe hou,~ 10 him.

u
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"barc. ~pp:..ellfl)' re<o~u.d hom bls (,uIlPOt3ry) d• ..,nscll>clIl." fell eD,"c'cd
He had co",,,,iucd IWII serio"s .rima.: he hd li~cn Ihe P... islI IUlbo,itics poucnion
of VOC records and he had allowed ,belli 10 ;nlerf.re wilh purely jntcrul voe
.rr.irs. He thercfore IPlle.led '0 the [',<mad .1·Douleh ror help. In .ichallse for 'he
uliltancc w"ich wlJ promi,ed, "bear. len! Ihe Shah 'he enOrmOu, slIm of 14,000
10mllnl o. Dn. S9S,OOO for a period of one monlh acts, wilh the help of friendl of
the voe luch oJ 'Ali Rca K"u. the lovernor or Bind., 'Abhu, tried to iny,liduc
Ma.a.c·, promise. II .... of no Iyail, however Macarc m3de ,hinss wo."" ..hen, 1111
November 26. 1112. he made public ,h. her Outlene," had arrived in Bandat '''''b••
;n wbich he wu IpPOill,cd IS directo' of the Voe in ref.ia. The Shah ..,nl M:la.e
and h,s ,wo IUPPOC'U'S .obes or hOOOllr by way or tOOI~'lIla,ioo'

On "lovelDbe. 27, 1111 'he VOC interpteler and the b,oken were ,eloa..,d.
althoulh lIot wilholll Ihe P3YlDCllt of moDO)' Neilh...be iavulJl'I.ion into .helt
aUeled pai...ne,s' role OOr .he scnlUOY of ,he" ,eco.d. bad yielded any p,nor or
illelal aetivit]e...

Backer Jacobn had wtilten I lelle, 10 Ihe ["emad al-Dollieh info,,,,inl him
aboul the dismisul of Macare and Ihe appoinlmenl of OelS. Oets, who p.esenled thil
letter on December 21. was told thot thil inFo,m,'ion w.. superfluous. for the Sh'h
h,d o,dered the ,h.hbanda, to lnoui.e in SlIrO! whether Backe, Jacobn ...os in a
posilion to .ive o'ders 10 Mae",e ond .he ['tem,d al-Douleh w", woi,inl Fo' Ihe
OuleOme of this inqui,y Oell did nOt believe him, fo, he knew ollitc well how the
voe o'lani.uion funct]ODcd, and ..n IIsinl this as a prctcU to .eap marc prori. hom
,he IIn1Cllkd .itua,ion

On Janua.y S, 1113. the ['te=d al·Douleh scnt for OctS and M:""are .... at...
p.C'SCn, du,illl the ,otenie... The ['tetlllld al·Douleh ..ked Oct'S to .how him tbe royal
dcc,ee (r:"plII), which dcah with .he delivery of lOO c",p. of ailk 1"" yur '0 .be
VOC. for .be nqlm could 00. be !raced in Ihe ,oyal s"O"e"... i••. He futlher """o,ed 10
know ho.... ,be VOC had ob'aioed F,cedo", frOIll 'oils to the .aloe of :0,000 tOmanS I"'r
yur Mae...e .. id thn ,he rop' dccrce. wcre kep, in Baad.. 'Abb.., bu' tha' ,hcre
we,e c<lnie. in 'he voe hou.., in [shhsn The 'Oll-excmplion had beco ..... nlCd in
1701 to amb'uador HooHkomec. The E'lemad al·Deauleh alked Oels "hethe. he knew
all Ihi •. Ceu replied Iha, he WIS IlIrpri,ed by Ihi~ qlleltion, for the E'tcmad al·00111eh
him.elf had fo.bidden him to lpe..k to Maeart Or to en'er thc VDe hOllse He
Ihercfo,e w.. unablc '0 Hive I uti,he'o'y aOSwe, At the ..me time Oct< told Ihe
E'temod ll-Douleh ,ha. he had beeo appoioted in pb« of Maca .., who WIS to returo
to ~odar 'Abbas, The ['1emld al·Oolllell ..ked Ocl'l to ,how hi. ncdcntills, which
were caa",ined by Maca.. Ind fond '0 be ill o.der. Maca.e <laled thai he did lIO'
contest tbe ..alidity or Oct.' appailUnen,- bllt ta,her Ihe orde, which Ibod... 'Abba.
hld len••0 hilll. For maoy mcrel>ant~ .. well IS the [a.lish alen. Loel<e, hod
declared thu he had been apl>OiOlCd di.eclor ud tba' Backer hcobu had DO Illtbori.y
....hat_ver O"er hi.. He tberefore wOllld only luode, tbe VOC auclS '0 Ocu wheo
he had recei ..ed hil appOin.men. as di",c.o,- OcTs countered by <luinl that ,f .hi.
appaln.rnen. rnlly uisced it nl.utally would b.ve beeo praented to M:lc:o,e .I.eady.
The E'temsd al-Douleh <c~lied .hat h.....ould like to ,eUle Ihi. p.oblem amiably in hi,
prelenec, '0 ,hat Mac....hould not .uFF., becallle of the differences which hId
Hiscn, For the E'lemad Il-Dollieh Feared that Maca.. wOllld be .alled to account if he
did no' proleet him Oe" "lied 'hat all voe liC.vao" in Pen;a had 10 obey o.de,"
from Baoda, 'Abba., and Ihi..... ,I ... tru. for Maca... He ,herefore ..ked ,h.
["emod al-Douleh 001 10 ...ppott Mac:o.. lOy 100..er and to permit him '0 like
pnsscssion o.f .he Voe bo....,. 10 Ihat he could finally .et to wo.k, The £'telllld tl­
Douleh .id that be _lIld thilk lhollt il and eo.ded Ibe interview. 10. .be even,al he
io.ro....ed OelS that he would diseu.. the crqlter with the Shah

Thll 'a.... eveni•• Oc...,ked ,he DivII beli to bri"l Back.. Jaeobu;' 'etter '0
tke Sbab'. attentiol, which he p.olllised 10 da. ne .CIt dly .he mehltludlt bubl
uked Octs 011 behalF of Ihe ['Ietoad al_DOllleh ....he.b« he would &"trlltce tht
Maare would 1101 ~lIrrer any c<lnliCo"eOCCI beeallse of ....hat hid happened If 10, ,he
[',emad al-Dollieh would ..... to hi. reollest. Oc" <tid .bal he had ooly been o.dcred
to take O~e. the m.na.emen. of .he E.hhln offiec ,nd Maca.. "ollid leave for



B3.oda, 'Abbal io ~ae.. He urled a speedy dec;,ioo alld uked for iIIPPOrl ill hil
effollS 10 foru Manre to hood Over Ihe VOC UKIL Laler Ihe E'lemad al·Onulth
iofo,.oed OcIS Ihu Ma<::llre would ~r.il h;m 10 enle, Ihe VOC hOUK on <;ondi,ioo
l.llal he would ooly be aecompaoied by fOil' pc:noOL ae" ref,,"d, for he fnred Ihal
Macare wo"ld illlpriSOIl hi",.'

Dell' appeal 10 Ihe Divali beSi 10 iOlercede wal "'Ofe IU~",lful, beeaus< al a
relult of this intervention. the Shah had. On t",o occalioos. orde,ed Ihe E'lemad ai­
Douleh in Ihe imperial council !II pUL an end 10 ,he Mau•• arrli, The E'lemad al·
Douleh 'herdo•• inviled Oell 10 dinner On January II, 17ll. and afl.rward••old De"
lhat he <;ouEd elller tile VOC houK Den asked fo, Ioi. aui"anee., since h. fur.d .ro,,,
Mae..e wOllld .d,," 10 haltd over IUlhe aUtlL The E'lernad al·Dalllelo ru"u,ed h,m
on this tIIIi.", aod wal backed liP by 'Ali Reza K.hall. Ihe Moslo"fi 1II,,,,amald. O.lS.
aCC<lmpllni.d by vall Bics"m 1I1Id Sahid, look ll'IIUe"iOIl or ,h. voe ho".. IhU Hr}'
oiShI.

Maeare had mov.d 10 Ih. oeiahbou,inS houle or til. vae b,oker, He sLill
refused 1o hand Ov.r 3Ulh. anell, for he wlnted 10 receive hil kner or appo'lIlmenr
finl. Sioe. Ihe E'I.rnad al·DaoE.h promil.d Oet. lhal Ih. mane)' bono,,'ed from
Macar. would be ••paid aher 'he la"cr had Ioaod.d ove. all 'he VOC a...U. h.
appealed 10 Ihe E·I .....d al-Do.. I.II .0 force Macare .0 coopera.. Afler. viIi. h)' ,h.
MehmaDda, Mlhi, Macare lTansferred the Irade book1. bu' he .ull kepllhe mon.!, .nd
il was ooly 00 F.bruary 27, 1713 that he tr~nsferred Ih. ,.m.io,oa voe anell 0."
neverth.les, reported thaI Maea,e ,Iill had DrJ. 1,135.000 in hi, po...uion
NOlw;,hl1andiol 0 • .,' OPptlS;t;OIl, Maeare moved to a ho.....1..wh••• '0 uf.han ..-tlh
the h.lp of Peniao orrieiallllihe eDd of Mareh l7a'·

Ocll loda.d I <:ornplailll aboul Ihi. inl.rfe...ce ... i,h lhe E',em.d al·Daokh
...ho promised Ihillt. would lend Maeare 10 Budar 'Abb.s- Ocll did 110\ belieH tbis­
olherwise why had Ilte E"temad al·Daulch lat.o all ,h. trouble '0 mO~e ~f:.tca•• '0
analhe. hou,e?"

00 March 21, 1713 the E'lemad II·Douleh <on" I.ner 10 D.eke. loeobn ltotioS
Iha' Oen had ooly lianed the deed of eonv.yance afle. Ite had urBed him '0 do '0
The E'l.lllad al-Dool.h .ppar.",ly wal tryi". 1o ,uPPO" Maea.e. who h.d 00' been
able 10 a••OuM for IOlIIe il."" Df u~ndilu,,, He .ho ioformed Back•• Ja.o.... IhOl
Ihe Ihahbaoda. had beeo D,d.,.d 10 le'\:Ur. Maare', lelle, of apll'IIiOllDe"I, ,od f,ulI)
Ihal Mirza MDhamlllad 'Ali, Ihe Mosloufi,ye khauch was ready 10 lcaH .. ambas,ado,
10 Bltu'ia. 0." .omm.nled Ihlt he did 00' knD'" ..,h.. ,lte "urll'll,e of ,he propelled
.mbusy "'''. but lhal il quite likely had some rdatian 10 th. ~bc..e aH.", He .Ile
'''Ueued th.t Ihe .m"aslidor I~ould n.solial. I ne'" commercial, tlearf io view of Lhe
hel lhu Ih. E',.mlld al-DDuleh had ioqui••d IIf'er the VOC p.i,',le,es- •

Muowhile Min.. Mohammad 'Ali, ,be Mosloufi·y. khauch. ref....d to relarn
Ih. Inde boob of the VOC brokers. He would ooly do 10 if ,lte E'temad al·Douleh
pvc o.den to Ibar .HecL Tlte IUI.r a,reed thaI Ihe books be .elurn.d OD eond,lfon
lhar h. milhl ...m;oe ,hem wltenev•• he "'anted aod Ihar 'hey be kepi io a lealed
.oom io Lh. vae house. Allhoush Oell did not like ,hi, arrln,.",eOt, " ",n beller
than le.vinl ,he bnok. io ,h. handl ef Ihe Mo'touri.y. khu,eh aod h. 'hecerore
'a,••d 10 it,

Qc:t1 .Iso asked ,be E'lemad al-Dauleh whe,her Ihe VQC caravln milh. leave
witho.. ' ifllpc.lioo .. was itt ripl, aDd wOllld he be 10 kiod a. 10 inform MUla Kbaa
10 tltal off«,? Tlte E'lelDad al-Doulell rephed Ihar Ihe Shah I13d ..ceo,ly ,ss..ed tbe
dec.ee cooee,ninl Ihe ,n,peelioo of cannos. aod he Iherdor. could nD' ehonle i,
0.11 .Dmpllin.d thlt Ih. trUly hid been violal.d IC:vera.l "m•• alread}·. bUl the
E'Lemad II·Dauleh did nOt e"en bOlhe' 10 reply.

In va,;oul WIYI 0.11 tried '0 ael the orfieiah 10 adhere 10 Ih. 3rr~ng.menll for
voe p.ivile,et. bUI ;, ..... Df I1D aVllil. "'1..11 Kh.n ,old him flnly ,tha, unle", ,h.
Daleb could show him a a•• decr.e by lbe Shill h. would inspcc, Ihe" c.o.ravan. ~Dd
aD April 3, 1711 MoSl K.lt.an'. """"011 <::II"'. 10 do 10. Qc:IS insis,.d 00 lell;nl a
cenified copy of Ih. Shih'. decree. for he I1eeded .h31 10 acCOUO' fDr 1It1 behlvl0ur 10
his direclor, MUla K.hoo, however, r.;eeled Ihit. for Oell hid .een Ihe O';lioal. Ind he
also ....rl.d lh., tit. vae in alnda, 'Abb.. Ilr.,dy had a copy. aell f,n.lly aareed
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10 Ihe inspeclion fe",ng Ihal olherwi,e the cOraHn would be 100 laIC 10 mcel Ihe
sailing schedule of Ihe ,hip" He informed Ihe E'lcmad at-Douleh abOUI Ihi, deci.ion
and Ihe reason. for ii, and wesled Ihol Ihe voe was very displeased wilh Ihi.
viOlation of i" privileges. Again Ihe E'lemod ol-Doo\eh did not deien '0 reply.

OelS' problem, were not over, on Ihe conlr,,\, Ihey hod only jo'l begun, fOT on
April 9, 1113 Iho MOsloufi-ye kho••eh o,ked him 10 come to hi. hou,e. OCt, found Ihot
Mirn Rofi'o ond 'Ali Qoli Beg were al,o Ihere, The MOSlOllfi-yo kho5.eh [old him Ihol
II w.. eioar from Ihe book' of Iho voe brokefl, Ih.1 'inee 1701. Ihc voe hod
exported moce than had been pcrmllled, and thaI the voe hod exportod ducal'
wilhoul paying imposls. OelS replied Ihol he h3d no knowledge nboul any violalion of
Ihe Irealy by ,he vee, which "ipuloled Ihat Ihe Voe was allowed 10 e~porl ducats.
The MOSloufi·ye khH'eh agreed Ihor Ihi' w"' permilled, bUI nol wilhoul paying
impO'IS, Moreo"er, he "id. if nO ,ilk wo' pureha,ed by Ihe Voe Iho e~pof1 (If ducal.
woo prohibiled, in former lim.. impost. bad boon paid for expo"od ducolS, bUI Oe\,
denIed Ih", for Ih" would hO\'o been in defiance of the Ireay He added 'hot 'he non·
purcho.e or "dutcd puroho<c of .itk by Ihe vee hod nol been i" re,pon,ibililY, The
\'O( hod 01"'0" b", ,,:i1liog 10 hUl ,ilk, bUI Ihe gover,menl hod nol alway. been
,,·iillng or oblo 10 delher ,he COntraeled qU.nlilies of ,ilk. He ..kod th.1 Ihe claim' be
"rllte, do,,'n. 10 [h" he could .end [he,e 10 Bondar 'Abb..."

Wi,h regord !O lhe lrod, book" Oct! submilled Ihol •• long ., l,e wos nOI
ollo"cd [0 o,"mino '110m. [hoy clluld nOl e~peci on apprOpr;JlO reOClion from him.
Th' .\11I1'0Ilfl'~'0 ~ha'<ch ",urod him IhJl Ih. ""min3t;On of 'he bOOk' h3d been vcry
,ho,ough He h,d only 01k(d 0011 10 check hi' r••uIB w;lh Ih. voe I..de book' and
'0 report '0 him if Ih... wero righl 0' wrong. acts .voided giving. dircct an'Wor and
lJid 'h" " wa, cU'lomary in all countries IbJl a claim be pr..on'ed in writing, If Iho
Mosrouf,.)'o kb..'oh could do [hi" Ihe voe would b. ~blo 10 reocl prop.rly, He
fu"hor "k.d for Ih. rep.ymonl of Ihe Shoh'. debl, 10 which ,he Mououfi-ye kho"eh
did no' reply The l."er lold Dc" 'hot he would ..nd hi' depulY 10 'how him whot he
bod concluded from lhe eumiM,ion of Ihe "ode bonk. of Banyan" and Ihi, depuly
,n<leed come '0 ,ee him [our da\" I..or. Oen lold him Ih., il w" no u,e. for lhe
books w.re "aled. and he .dded 'h" he ",peeted proof of ,he claim 'ha' Ihe voe hod
e~poned more Ih.n was legal, afler whiCh the depuly lefl." In May 1113, il become
clear Ihol lhe E'loma<l ol·Douleh wo, nul prepared 10 repa)' Iho Shah', debt 10 the
voe, Or 10 'cnd Mocare 10 E1andar 'Abb.., nOlwilh'tanding the f,e' 'h" Oe" h.d
urged ,poedy oelion on bOlh issue,. On May 18, 1713 Ihe Mo>tgufi-ye kha"eh
informed Oell ,hal he had di,cuS'ed Ihe m"lor of Ihe Shah', debl wilh Ihe E'lemad 01·
Doulch and had proposed Ihal if Oets could not pay Ihe Shah', cl.im, an ambossodo<
might be ,enl to Balovi,. The E'lemod al·Douleh hod .greed 10 11Iis, and he Iherefore
asked whe,hcr Oets would p.y Ihe Sh.h', claim or no'? Dc," Teplied Ihal 'ueh •
weighly m.ller h'd 10 be docided in Balavia The MO'lOufi·ye khusoh informed him
Ih3t he would di,eu!> hi. r(ply with Ihc E"emad .1-Do"leh in order 10 decide whot
must be done. Boea",e Oets wanled 10 prevenl an omba>s.dor being ,ent 10 B.lavi., he
senl Sohid on May 19 10 Ihe Ma.'oufi-ye kha..eh 10 iaform him IhOi a, long a. h. did
no' know 10 whor euelly Ihe Sh.h', claim amounl.d lhe could no' give. reaelion 10
,t. The MO",ouri-y. kho"oh promi.ed [hal he would ,ee whelber il would be po.. ible
10 gIve him Iho claim in wTilinf' Ho .1$0 promisod 'ha" if .n envoy lefl for B...via.
M.c~re would aooomp,ny him. 1

Meanwhile Ihe control of ,he .~po" of due.1S had been inten.Hied, for ,he
,upply of duco" h.d dimini'hed on hr Ihol dlleal! hod becomo hard 10 obtain in
E.fahan, and Iho purcho,e of duea" by pilgrims aggravOled Ihis .ilualioo. On Jun.
22, 1713, Ihe .nnual omounl for farming Ihe ducal trade had been inerea,ed 10 1,000
tOman~ and somelimo laler up to 1,200 tOman. 01 the instigalion of Ihe MO"Qufi-ye
kho.,eh Th. ducal farmer did nol wan I 10 eonlinue in office. and .ioee lhero were no
olher cand;date" 'he Mo<toufi-ye khn.eh wa, foreed to take i' him,elf. The DUlch
hoped IhOl soon .omebody else would gel Ihi' job, for lhe MO'lollfi-ye kha"eh had
bun in"rUmenlal in Ihe proclomOlion of a duree (Io'!iqeh) in Augu", 1113 which
probibiled Duleh, Engli,h Jnd Armenian mereham, from exporlin!! dueo" wilhoul Iho
pormission of Ihe Mo"oufi_ye kh."ch on p.in of a eon'iderable fine. The re"on for
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passing tlli, decree 101" the belief thai rhe Dutch and Engli'h withdrew .11 ,pecl. fram
th. market 10 the del,iment of other mer.hOI•.

The MO'louri-ye kllos,el! had .ppoiotcd Knlb "Ali nog. the chid ."bordw,'e
(lobin) of the E'["mad a!·Doulch 10 'CC lh.1 thi, decree "'os implemenled Kalb 'Ali
Beg look h;. talk very ."rionly and demanded ,hOI the voe brokers ,ign 3 bond
Slating lh.t they would .bide b;' 'he lerms of tbe dc.,eo. Oct'; forbade them 10 do '0
and threatened ,h'l he woold wrile 10 Ihe E'[<mad .1-0001011 .bout this m.llcr The
MO'loon-yo kllnseh WrOl. '0 0." ;n «ply suggesring • way of circumycoting ,his
difficulty If the voe brokers who urangcd ,he ,ran,po"'llion of ,he monO)'
informed him .bOUl the,e in writing, ,,,ch • ICller would be con.idered a, being from
a pr".ate penon and no, from ,ho VOe. Althougb Oets needed to havo permission
from Bandar 'Abba" he finall~ agrood to thi. arrangement. for the Mo1touf'-j-o
kh..,eh had pointed out to him that otherwise Kaib 'Ali 80g might u.e force An
additional advantage of lhe arrangemeot was Ihat in the lell« ool~ tho traospOr!;,"on
of money wos reporled, whil,t the royal decree dealt with bOlh transportalion ood
cxchanae of c",h. In thi, way Oet, ,voided handicapping the vae in in Irade in
golden opecic. Hc was very .athfied with Ihe ncw arrangemeot .. nd wrote to E1andat
'Abbas that the MMtOufi-ye kh'"eh hod ,hown hirMelf to be a good friend of Ihe
Yae, for he 0.1'0 had frustrated the attempt b~ the Jarrosh hashi to demand poll,,,,
f,om tho voe Banyano who l,ad been exempled by a royal decr.. ohraioed bl
Hoogkamer ,n POL

Meanwhile aet, hod 0.1'0 tried to make headway with the repayment of the
Shah', debt to the vae The E'temad .. l-Douleh hud 'eacted pooit;vely to his repenrod
relluest, by promi.ing that rep.~ment would be ma<le through "Ik delivcric'. On tho
condition lhat Ihe voe pai<l the Shah', claim. According to the Dutoh, thiS w~s only a
pre'ext '0 that thc Shah would not have to pay hi. debt al all _ lhe more so, ,ince
Miru Sa'id Mohammad, who wa, in charge of thc royal silk deliveri ... had supplied
the voe with only Il,M5 Ib of .ilk. The reaoon for the delay 10 silk deliveries wu
thc fact that m3rkct price, we'e vety high. The Shah 1"0> willing 10 ,ell ,ilk to 'ho
vae, but only against a higher oriee than the one controeted fot, for he 1"", loo.ing
money beoause of the disadvantageous ,reaty with Ihe Dutch Tl,e Mo,touri-ye
khas.eh tried to ioduce acts to accept ,ilk at the new pri~e of ~4 tom.nS per eJrg" and
to eonsidor tho higher price", a honu. fat lhe [reedom of ,rade which lhe voe
enjoyod in Pe"ia. OC\$ refu.ed. but neycrthel~" «eo;ved 70 e3rgo., of .ilk by March
10,1714."

Because the Mostoufi·yc khalseh eonllnued to hHas< Oets about ,he higher
ptlee for sUk, he <lemanded a certified eopy of the Shah'o decree with regard to thc
new silk price. Although the copy woo prom,sed, Oets did not g~t it in .pito of S"h,d',
goieg aimOIl daily '0 a,k for it. acts finall~ told tho Mou,toufi-yc kha"oh th31
withou, thi, de..oo he would rern," to aeeept the ,ilk <lcliver;e,. The Mo"ouf;-y<
kha"oh complained to Oet, ahout hi. altitude. He had done hi, bcst for the Voe and
did not cven gel a prescnt for .11 hi, trouble. Since Oe" eontioue<l to pre", fo, the
dccree hc finally gavc him, eopy, bu, he rofu<ed to .cal'L Bccauso the lext of the
decree only ordere<l lhe Mo"ouri·ye kh"eh to negotiate. higher ,ilk pd« with the
Dutch, Oeu «plied that he h.d no authority to coe~lude a new treaty. Through the
good orfices of Mirza Sa'ld Moh"mmad the Mostoufi-ye kha"eh finally wrOte on the
copy of the deo,oo tbat the Dutch would gct the "Ik at the old p,ice. He rerused,
however, to eenify 'he eopy. Moreover the ,ilk was nol of Ihe ume lIuality "' Ihe
,ample. and Ocl, therefore refu..d to accept it Mir.. Sa',d Mohammad [ieally
induced him to accept the oilk ,inoo the difrerenee 1"0> only sEgMJ1

00 April 23, 1714 thcre were 106 bales of .ilk in the voe hou.. ready '0 bo
tran,ported, Oel' rerused 10 let the bat., bo cxamined b~ government offieiJI> >
,ecnnd time. Voriou' offieials inquired after Oct.' objection. and urged him '0 be
rle"ible, since he knew well that it was J mere formality because the .lIk had .lready
been checked before pOCking, Oell gave in to thei, argument•. but n01 without
informing them that he wn aetinl .gainst order>.

or the 100 carg., of ,ilk ~ontraeted for annuaHI'. 30 were 'till laCking. The



Go.euo< of Gil.... , F,uh 'Ali Khaa lhe qolJJr l,b.i." 'afor....d Ihe yoe Ihal he ....ly
-..:Illled 10 deli.e, iilk apiau paymeol ia nIh, The paymcal af lhe Shah'i debl "ai
lhe E'lemad aJ-Dooleh', affair 1101 hi$. Acca,din, 10 OelS lhe Mc.tou.(j-ye khusch had
pu' Ih. QOll.. Ishasi uro 10 ,hi$. He had ad.i••d him ,a seU ,b. iii" '0 ro,i'·ale
me'ehanll, OclS "ied 10 preVeal lhi, by aropeali", 10 ,h. E'lemad al·Douleh. Tb.
laner. who ".eded 2.000 lomans 10 fioaace Ihe Sh3h'. buHdlolac"vili... laid O.li Ihlll
he eauld h've the "lk if h. p'id 300 tamans in cash, lhe 'eSl would be paym.nl
loward, Ihe Shah's debt. Oetl ,erused cia, min, lhal h. had no money ~nd this allitud.
p,oved 10 be erfective. ro, on No.ember 10. 1114 Ihe silk WIS delivered. BUlo.:U'
l,oublcs We'e nOl .,.... for lhe MOSlouri-y. khu.eh rdu,ed 10 li,n Ihe 'eeeipl whieh
was reQui..d fo, lhe clearance of lhe "annelion Th,oUlh Ihe inlerecsaion of Mira.
Z:l.h.d Moh.mmad, 'he MoSloufi-y. kh....h fioJlly pve in ond .llned lhe .."tiPl On
April 13, Ill' ,e

Ocu' v;elory ....... royuh.e ooe, feu. Jfler Ihe d.I....y of the lilk Min.a Zoh.d
Moham.......d lold 00.. ,hal lh. Shah ..auld na, d.h... ny more silk .0 Ihe Yo<:, for he
losl '00 mu"h 011 il. Silk ddi.u,.s i. ,opoyrnc"l af lhe Sbh's debl ..ould nol lake
pl.ee Oilhu,'"

The 'OI.. ion of Ihe Go• .,IIor-<loa.....1 of Ih. YO<: '0 the e"ClllS ill Penia ""U
oae af diillUly_ Ibluia had ordered Ba.t.. Ja.ob.. and Ma."re 10 behue l~e I"",
and lh. IU'Il of e"en" ..f 1112 had been eornple'cly uaupeeted Mlare's aCI;"n ...,
conside.ed I.. toe v..y dlmal,nl for I~e VOC. aad Ballvia lhe••rore appr..".d of
Back.. Jacobn' deci,ion 10 lupprcss M,e..o'. Ippoinlmcn, as d"OClO' ... new di.ce,o"
Hendrick G,ouliul would be selll '0 replace B.eker Jacob.~ .... ho was ordered '0 101
b,ck as much II lICl"iblc of ,hc money whi~h ,.la.arc had lcal '0 'he Shh, Ho was
also 10 "y Ind tet revoked lhe decree wi,h reta,d 10 lhe com,OI or eor,"an,. llal.vj~

hopcd lh~' lhe aoc ...alion .. f ille.al lotd exPOIIS were unlrue, ror in Ihal ca,e lhr SII.h
had I lelal Ulumen' fo, e.ncellinllhc VOC'1 pflvilel. in lhal ,eSpeol,"

Oe,s. in wh..m Bala"ia had eonrid.nce, Was ordered 10 info,m the E"l.mad .1·
Donl.h lha, if ,h«e ill.111 I~,ivilies hd l.ken pla~e i, h3d be.n Ilaiasl .triel Oldell
f.om O..."i, I' ..auld Iherero,e he ..... 001 '0 auai,b .h. voe f... ,heu- un'o..... ,d
activiliu I" ..hieh il had been nO p'ny The form.. p,i"iloIlCS musl be ,..Iored alaio
and ,he ne'" 'roily ploposod by lb. E·'e.....d al-Doulch bad 10 be ,eyoked To a.hi."e
I~ese objceli,u. (kls -..:II pe,mmcd '" li"e InOIln, pre..o d if 'hesc did 00' ha.e
,be: reQnired rcsull. be .... 10 ..ru.. 10 aeeerol 01 lnaspon rellandise. oven it il
....uld ha"e 10 lie fa, lItO.. I~'" a y in braha.. "..",ilSioo"'" also liv... 10 allo...
,he eonl,ol or VOC ear..a"s. b ader p,Olcs'. t ... •h. old p.i"ileIlCS bId I.. be
reSlo.od

Wi,h rep.d .0 Maea.., ,h. Governor-Gcn..al belie"ed Ihal he had Ion. ",ad,
and muSl be sen, u soon as po"ibl. 10 Blluia Oaeter Jaoobn ..... 10 ask fo, hi,
e.lladition; and if ,hi, were rfUi,le.. he WIS '0 I" wi,h a luile of In.ndaoa 10 OOU<l
10 .<ranle lh. mall..."

The Governo,·Generll h.d .lso sent a leIte, 10 lhe ("emad ol·Douteh askinl
for ,he ..1I0fllioo of voe p,ivil.ge•. 0.1. lli.d 10 .el a ..ply 10 Ihil len... bUl nOne
was fO'lhoominl. On July IS, 1'/14 III...fore" he rO,mally reouesled a reply, a relluesl
h. reDc.'ed 00 "U8U., 19, 1714 The voe ....as ....o..i.d lboul 'he ("Iemad al-Douleh',
1llilude. fOt .eporl.dly he had enly examined lhe firm.... ilSued by Sh.h 'Abb.. I ud
Shah Safi I. Mo..over, he h.d ,i"eo in I" IhOK e"n,lie", ....h.. bad maiotaioed lhal lhe
VOC had u ........d p.i .. ilel.S ...bieh had 0.... heea 111l",ed. As an example !he)'

rai ..d .he isaue of .h. e"emp,ioo of eo,,,.ol of YOC al1l....... Th. (·..mad al-Do"leh
"u ena.illocd by Ibese "'Iumenls aod fo,bad. VOC: ara""111 I" lea"e ..i'lro<11 p.io•
• umillllion 11

These developm.tlu explain ..hy 00....anled • reply '0 the Go'ertlo,-<Ioa...I·,
I."er Aft.. his AutuS! l~ reQ,ntsl. Miru Ran·a. 'he .....l..y or 'he E"emad Jl·
Dotll.h, infOlmed 0<:.. ,hal lh. reply _uld be sen' soon, ItId i......."14 be itl ,he t ... III
of an.... eomm.rcill ..OIty" ..hie" Moh.mmld la"f., Bel....ho had bectl appoinled
en"oy 10 8.1.. ia, wo"ld h.nd Over 'be Gov..no,·Ge"...L Mina Rlfi'a sUSBesled ,h"
h milhl be a good ide. if the Gove,no,-General .enl an uperien'ed negotillO' 10
[,fah.tI



On "ugusl 23. 1714. Mohammad 13'far 8eg vIsited Cku and prcseMed him wilh
the new tr.uy. "II previous privil.gC1 had he.n rcvnk.d. and th. ncw It.al} gave Ih.
VOC Ih. fnUn"';ol .hoice: the Cnlllpuy would purel\ne j.Q() .up. nr khafYa,i silk
per Jur al a price nf 41 IOlllans per .up, af ."ie~ 20.000 la..... ns per year wauld be
fre. ar loll. 01. if Ihc VOC .e,. no...illinl 'n alre. 'g ,hi. artanlem.nl. i' m,",
pay euUoml and olher du,iu. and would be allawed '0 ..,11 in lnod. only in Banda,
'''bbu. II wll lUled moreove, Ihal the VOC had ne.et bccn gtanred the dghl or
uemplion from <al\dari. which had only been gran led nee'Slnnally a•• (a.ou, VOC
e,,,a.ans Ihercfa.e would Ix ehc.ked in hlure and would h.e 10 pay III Olhe.
'lIlPO"1 JUII like 11'1. 011'1.. me.ehou Fi'I311). dUliel musl Ix paid On lhe uPOtl of
Cold and lil ..c,

Thc VOC l1arr ia Pc.... wc'c Quilc Ilkcll abJIc~ hy ,he ...ms of Ihe n._ "c31>'.
nOlwilhSlandinl'hc fael Ihil Ihe c"cmad al·Douleh had dedared rhu he "'al ... ,lIml
to eonlinue 10 deal wi'h VOC pe.50nnel .. in fo,m.. lime... a f...ou, '0 11'1.
Go.ernor·Ocncral. Thc f.i.nd, of lhe Voe Slid 11'101 they did not dHe 10 intefeede
fo. Ihe Dllteh. b...u,e ,be £'Iemad II-Oouleh hid made up hi, mind BaCker Jacobs.
therdo•• o'dered OCII 10 rd\l5C: to move mClchandise ir .ahd," "'C'C claimcd f.om
VOC carav.ns....

n. VOC had morc 'UC'CCU wllh rCII.d '0 Ihe person af "Ia.are Be"lu'" h.
was ","vineed Ihal Ihe c'lemad al-Douleh would lupport \1ae.... ",'1'10 wanl<d 10
«lurn 10 the Nerh..l~nds overland, Backer Jacobs~ conlidored ir u..lell 10 go him,elf
10 E5f~han, He Ihererore ordered Oels to ask V3tiOUI r.ieodly orricills ro inlerc.de
rD. ,he voe In Ihil mailer O<:l.l orr",ed Ihe.. orncials 2S0 'Oman, if th')' eould
.pe.d up MaClte" d.pnlur" hom ltlo. Though OctS had nOlhinl '0 .how fo. h,'
I,oubl. apatl r.om promi..,1, thiaCl wcre ebaocin.. Fo. tbe p".. ia .. 10v"... m"..1 al...
ruliud Ihll wilt.o" ~ 5Ohllio.. 10 the SlIlIiS or ~ure.. a discussian on ;"POrt~nl

mailers such II the new commercial t"~ly would be very difneull II belped mallera
thlf M~ea•• wll .unniel ou, af money, 50 Ihat he was becomIng a Ii.bilily in.tud or
an a$lel. On Jun" 6. 1714 Maeare him.elf uked Ihe [',emad ol-Doul.h ,p appoin,
.0meOne to .eeompany him 10 BPlnil " ..o.ding to Dets, """ear< realiz.d lh>! 'Om'
..as .unniol Oul rOI him and had therero,. Ilkeo Ihe ioilialive h,,,,..lf The ["emad
al.Douleh arter hs .. il>l inquired ioto the natU" of Ille kind of .ecep,ion .ueh a
'ersi.o orricial would 1<1 in Ballvia. annoollced 011 JUDe 13. 1714 tt•., Moee"e would
In..e sborlly. but Mir ... R.n'a. ~ f.iend or Mae>.e d.layed ",aUe".. Oen Iherefo,.
asked Safi Qoli Kh~n, Ibe Dino beli, 10 inlerc"d" wi,h ,1'1" Shah Thil had 11'1.
required resull. fo. lhe Shah ordered on June 1111'111 Maeare mul' leave"

AoOthcr ponible reuon why ~beare had beeomc a liability. aparl f.om hi,
dwindling rinlneial re50Ur«'....... Ihe flet rhu his behaviour had rouscd lhe ire of
,be mollsh.. Mo.e...'. "ilh·band.d ~etioos. eulm,n"inl ia the public ' of
Fralleai. Sahid '" Ma,eh 11l4. had 00' anly ..ptet Ih...ollah. bu' also lhe co Th.
IDOllahs b~d beeo urlil>llhe Shab fo•• lrell ltIIoy yurs '0 p.ohibit Ch.i"ilns f.om
employiol MolleDlJ aod used Ih.. ineidenl IS • prClell 10 resuseiulC ,h.i. dem.nd
Tbis ,ime th. Shah gave in 10 them as a 'elult or which ,he d~,ucheh (,heriff)
inro.med OelS an April 22, 1114 Ihll h.nedotlh i, wal fo,bidd.n '0 .",plo)· Mo.l.m.
on pain of Ihe (l.J.yment of • rine. Oe.. asked fo, I copy of 'he d.e... which wa.
refused. The dlru,heh me"lwhile ordered Ihe ~t1dUodtH (heads or eily 'IuUlerl) to
super"ise lhe implelllen~lioo af lhe de....... Octs imlllUiuely pralesl.d al"n" this
decree: ..bieh WlS .oal",-ry 10 the VOC p,ivile,<I sad sskc<l fo. itl revoolioa Th.
Oo..eno. of Bandit ·"bins. 'Ali Re.. Khan, promi.ed Oell .hal he ,",oold inlereede
.. ilh ,he Shih I ..d E·temad II·Doulch Ind he older.d the dlluCheh nOt to ba,h•• 11'1.
voe aboul this iSlue ro, 11'10 lime being. Dlseunions wi,h Ih. Mos,oun·yo Mam3le~

and the Mehmaodlt bashi did nOl leld '0 .. conctulion, for Ihe ['Iemad .1·Douleh wns
nol .. illinlto live in. On Sep'embcr I. 1114. 'he dltUlheh orrieiall, info.m.d Ckrs
thlt 11'1. 'espite livetl 10 th" VOC had eIpLfed and ,1'111 he rno" dismiu all MosI ....
serVlot .. B"ca.u", tloe hillou' rclilioUl .u,lroo.ity had p.ailed tbc E"1......d al_Do.. leh
for ,his .. ise d.... ion. Ocu beheved Ihal he would not br: Ible la do moch abaut 11
Since Ihe Encli.h hid already di.miosed their Mollem I..van,., Oell decided 10 comply
Wllh 11'1. d.c.ee under pro,ell. How...... on September 4. ,h. da,u8he~ informed Oell
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thai he would nol bI: 'cry "flC' about ,b. supervill"n aIld ,ha. as hr IS be was
coo.crned Octs .Gald employ I ru." Moslem Icr"... I$. The Oino bel' ld"iscd OcIS 110'
to 1'm"loy Moslem outricle," (frll'lld'It' rOt ,h. time bell'••od .cn..ioly 1101 10 prnelll
Ihe E"cmsd 11-00,,1." whh s .. orricis! pelillOIl on ,hi. III''''.' He and o,he, oHi.;sl,
Implied Ibe wbok mlllC' would bl...... ovcr, which ,ndeed was cxac'ly whl' h'pl><ocd
II "'"old appc•• lh., outside E,hhn ,he mUler wu .. non-i.." •• ror cumplc il wn
nOI evc....i.cd by "rri.i.l, in Ibods. '''bhU.ta

The dC~rlllrc of "u.s•• lod Mohammad Ja·r•• &1 on AOloll n, 17 •• ""S III
occasion (0' milch alcny·mltio&. Slid they ."'vcd Oil Qc,obcot 30 ill Ibnd•• •... bba.
Th." dcp:a,u". (<I>'" tb., PO" look SO"'" time. howeYe,. d". \0 hic,ion t><-u.cca
""""",e 'lId Backe, Jacobn. The laller morcOH' ",,.1 no, ",'illinl '0 ~1I0.. Bo', ooe of
M~"ar"'1 supporte.., to ,rHel in Mae3re'l "nmD,ny 'n D,tui., ",hieh ~nler"d

Mohamm.d la'for Bel, He ,nrnrmed tile ['(emod ol,Douleh "bout his re"eption in
9nldor 'Abbn ond compl~lo..1 'bout 9.:lckcr heobu ..ho had delayed his dep0rlo.e
and hod even tried to poison hllll. 011 Deeembe. II, 1114 the Ihip for fi~lly deporled
fo. Bolovio..

90,avio ",u eHn mo.e Hoed obou' .h,s mUtCf than ,he E'lemod aI-Douleh ... ho
..ted both ,he shohbondar Ind Oell for 'n e~planlfinn_ The shahband.. informed
B.cker hcobl~ ,h., he hod "rilleD '0 ,he ['teM.d .I-Douleh telliDt him th.,
Mohammod Ja'foc Bel hod lied, ud tke problems ",kieh he hod soffercd in B'ndar
'Abbas had been of his o"n m1lkini- Fo. IhoUlh he "u only a e"and-boy ..ho hod
ISO lo...... ns '0 spo:od, he had behaved lIS if he "'ere on afllM_dor, and lived hI
beyond his mnnl- BIf.vio rcpri..... llded B~cker Jacobn and his collocil rD. tbe
handlinl of ,hc ..hole orr". [t bod cer,a,nII 00' been handled ",i,h a vic.. '0
p.OmOlfnl. the Com~.n}'" intcrc",s, 81l.vio commented, implyinl ,hu p.iva'e in'<rel"
hod been ,o,'ol.ed.'

Me~nwhil< tbe .elotlonsh,p ",ilh the Pe"i~n lovernment lemoined su~ined

The Mmtoo[i,ye khalleb had continually pestered 0.,. for prescnls, IbnOlCnin. to
ll12ltc Ihe ComlAny pay for it< in••olilude fo. ~11 k....,vice!.- A sifllil•••"i,ude
p.eufled ... ith Ihe Shah uld ,he ['temod ol-Doo[eh. The Shah is «ported to have .id
th:ll all European, mi.hl leave Pe.. 'I. Thc E'[emod OI-Oooleh hod leplied th.' ,n Ih..
cose SUlor .nd IP;ce. would become mn.e e~pell,ive, Thc Shah's ructinn "'IS thot in
lh~l ~",e hi, o"'n subjec" h.d ben.. fe,ch these lood' them,elvel, The ['[cmad 01­
Douleh had sobmitted 'hot tltis ""S not cosily do"e .nd thOl the.efo.e the [nropno.
h,,-d beller sur. "ot..ilhS1~adi". "-11 'his, ,he [',emod al-Douleh ioformed Ocu t~OI

,he VOC ",-ust In'·e Pe"i. if it ..... uuc. fl' ..... rumoured, thOi Mohammad la'r.. Bel
wOllld no. retu,n ~hve f.om 9.:llOvio Oets Ihe.efo,e decided not to p,esent Iny mOle
requesl' to thc ['romod a[-Douleh for silk deliverie, in !f.yment of ,hc Sh"It'1 debt, for
tnc inv~.i.ble .e!fly In nen .eque" w •• lhu Ihoy m"", w.il for Mnhommod Jo'f ••
lIeg's relu'n Dell h.d prc!fsred himself fn, an ine....in&ly hord alti'ude on tke IArt
of the ['tem.d ~I-Douleh. When .he loll.. luddeoly died 00 July 22, nil .f,c. Iyinl
ill for cipt da)'1. be believed tllal fo, Ibe I,,,,e beinl the VOC ",oold be free from "-
l.ouble-lO Gove.nment. Whot ho did not know ..os Ihot h....01 "o"blet ....d not
evcn be.un ...

No,..

I. For biOilOphical details about 9:rcke. Jacobs~ and ~"cote sec CoolhUl, 1910
~ VOC 1.11, f. S46 (22/10/10); Ib.d_ r 211 (29/6/13); itA 151. r. 1169-10

(111./11); ItA .60, r. 611-12(2)/1/12)
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J_ DETERIORATION OF THE SITUATION

... f,e, SIll"- Qoli K"-~n-s dellh on July n, 111$, ,mPOfl~nl eh~nles occurred in Ihe
lo~e,nmenl ud ~dmioisl'llion of Persis which would also hl~e ,mPOtlSOI
eOOKCluCde", fo, 'be Voe. 0" July 25. IllS, Fath '''li Khan D:llheslatli was
appoinled as E·,eln3d al-Doule"-; Backe' Jacobu described him as .~ mall ot tope ale.
"11o is a descendanl of Ihe Kiop of Dalhe"ao ~nd wllo lin upcfieftCCd the
~"tI<CQuene(:S of COutl inttiltles., bolh 10 hi, ad~a"nle n.d dind~IOt:lle· He added
"". he eOl\1ide,ed him 10 be a p,o"d ano rcl.n,leD "'In....ho did eve'Ylhi"l h""Klf
and wu I,eedy and whn ...... r".ted hy e,e,ybody'

1"'",-ediSlel)' after his appo'Rlmenl Falh •... It Khall iOlTodueed ....... y eb'Dles ill
Ihe ad"'i ....ltalj~e oft:l"isaliOtl "f Pets,a All .ubord".:l.te orrieial. (llbiol Of hi,
I'fedecnso, we,e dismissed....hile Ihe salanes of III eOIl"ie", aDd tbe foyal sla, ..
(qoll~fl we'e COD.idetably loweted The di.missed orrieial, had '0 li¥e a .. aecoun' of
'he" ri"a"eialadmini,"alion and dehll had '0 be I"id imrncdilloly E...n bellullclis
.ueh as ·... li Re11l Khan. MoIlolI(i al-m..nalek '"'efe "01 e.eluded ftOm Ihi, lfUlmeol
lie was fo,ced 10 .ell hi, house lod fUf"illl,e to pay bis debE 10 Ihe Slale' The
Be,lefheli of Tabri", $:r·ld ·"li Khao hid 10 ply 16.000 'om'n,. Wheo he could only
D:lY Illlf of ,h.. amouDt. h.......,ven Ihe ballinado and impri,on.d un," h. could
pay ,he o,het half The moS! otominea, case wit Iha, of Ho•• in Khan. Ihe fo,mer
10... ,nO, of Sh.m~khl. who owed Ih. Shuh 1.00ll toman$. Sine. Ho.ein Khln and hi,
",mher Mu," Kh.n were enemies of Fllh · ... li Khan. he induced 'he Sh.h 10 «opcn
,he ,n¥elligalion of Ho.ein Khn'S r"ud~len, m,n.gemenl. The n.w ,o¥eslillalioo
('h••arlie' one had '0 h...o~~ed on 'he Shah'. o'd.". ror he h.d fo,gi .. en Ho.eio
Kh.n) I.d '0 ,h. conclu.ion ,hO! HOldn Khan mU,1 poy 14.000 IOm'nt, ... hich h..... ,
un.bl. '0 do, Fo'h 'AIi Khan o,de,ed him '0 be imp,i.on.d and '0 b. Hi¥eo ,11.
b.."n,do OS a ' •• lIlt of which he lOll 0 fe ... IOU, OOIS ,em..k.d Ih., ne .... r befo'e h.d
• belle,beli b•• n be. 'en in luch a .... y 1I00.in Kh.o "' •• in ,ueh • b.d eOOd"io.
Ihal 'h.y f....d for hi. life lIuI Mbody dared '0 inl<<cedc fo' h,m. nOI""lh,undina
,he h.lred Ihal WI' f.ll allln.1 Ihe E',em,d II_Dtluleh H...... finally allo ...ed 10 10
hOme 3' Ihe 'eQ~e" of DO'ud Mi,u. I bfOthe,-in-la ... of Ihe Shah. on conditiOn Ih.1 he
"'oul\l pay Ih. mooey loon 3

Ho"'••e•• nol only love.nmenl officiI I. fell Ibe ehonle of lo¥ernmenl. Th.
me,eh.nlS and lhe ""menianl of lolfa Ilso f.ll victim to Ih. lovefamen,., ne.d fo,
money The Mod.m me<chaM, Zein al_'Abedio. fa, instance had 10 ",,"y ~.OOO loman..
... hile many of his eollealue, like",ise hid 10 eontribule. alllloulh smalle, amouals.
The ... ,menian. of Jolh "'efe laId '0 P'y 160 10m.n..L Th. Fa,iman family ....llial'.d
'uI by Ihe E·'e .....d "1_Doulell••lllloulh Ihis ramily bad been cxemo,ed (fom lbe
l»yment of poll-lix la ,,,,,,,mpctl,e (0' services ,ende'ed 10 Shall ·Abba, II (1642-1666).
The E'leMld al-Douleh ,evoked this coempliOll I"d de.....nd.d relf01pcc.i.e plyment
I;Jf poll-I.._ ... fl., ....via, fCe.ivc<l paymcal of. eon,iden.ble 'Um of ronlle)'. FUb 'Ali
Kh." ~Ireed 10 redue. ~;I d.rundl (0' telf""'I'Cetive payment of ,b. lUI Ih,ce [U'"
...hll. bell.do,lb ,he F",i .... tI f"mill would pay poll-I.. jill! like evetybodl else-

Those "Hi.i.l, _~o ,elll..d thei, (utle-Ilon eb II the hlrem .." ••111 Ind
Mohln'lOld QuI; Khln Shalla. Ih. Qo••bi ~,hi.' losl oy or tb.i, o.i .. ileIU IS ell
U hair of Iheil sa1l,;= "'1 I rtsuJI, tbi, .ro.o beem. biue' ell....ies of FilII • li
KhI'" I. ,~c Impc,i"l Coone-il. Moh.lbmad Qoli Khn a!laeked Ihe E·'.lOld II·
Douleh Ind .eeused him of leld,n, the connlty to ;IS , .. in by his unwise policy H.
said Ihal F.lk •... Ii Khlll aeled II if he ...-e,e ,h. Shall hi",self and Ihll if Ihi,
eon!>nued h. wOllld ,e,i.n IS Qufehi b"hi I ..d eouneillol, For he ,efu••d 10 le,~e

unde' • calOmile like Fuh 'Ali KhlD. who III,ew out old !ru1<ed 1Cfv.nll sneh as M~..
Khan (who had beeo di.miued on Selllember 26) and ,,·ho allPOinl.d hi, 11"'0 kind
The Qo,ehi ba.hi eonclud.d Ih~1 ••erybody could fill Ihe "c.uu'y by Ikinninl pcoolc
Th. Shall Itked Fuh ·Ali Khln fOI hi. , ••• ,ion 10 Ih",e ••euo.tion.. Ind h. reoli.d
,hal Moh~mmad Qoli Khan wa, mad ..nd Ihe<croft did no, d.,e, .. e • ,ellly. Thi. led
10 a ro ... bcl",eeo Ih. Iwo m,niSlets. who e"'eo Ih'."ened On. Inolhe, ,n lh. Shah'.
1I1••enee. which De.. could nOl believ• .'



Acco,dio, to OUl. Fuh 'All KhO 001) ,upeclcd lb~ ""in,oo of Miru R.fi'a,
his pHvue seclelary (JQ},~~ '0'f'l",l lod Mien :l.lihed Mohammad. MOSI p~ople feared
him, and the facI thaI lhe E't~mld II·Oouleh appoint~d many f,i.nd, 10 importanl
f"ne,ioos did 001 m.ke bim mOre POp"I" wilh hi. O£IPOII.nts, AI,udy on July 22,
Slri Qal; Khan, 10y~rnOr of Tabfiz .lId JJHdo. (l~neraIJ of th~ ca",pailo al.ilUl
Kand.har, ......pPOinl~d 10 Ihc POSt or QlIUar .&basi llnhi lod IS Bell~rbeli of Fa"
Kohli]uy.h. Oalht<ll.n, Lu .od B.bdlr 'Abbas .nd as ..rd., .piolt th~ MUlqu
A.ab<. Thil wII quit. eacoptioo.l, for ,t h.d been a 1011' time "nec onc penon h.d
h.ld .11 ,he .ou,hem pa,,, or Pe"i. "nd~r hi, jurlSdiclion,

Afte. Fatll 'Ali Khan', aplI'Oinllnent D' E'temad al·Douleh. 'be Dutch ,n
Eshhu tricd 10 huild • lnod '.Iuio....llip with h".. ,h<O<l,h a prolel. of Fa," •...1,
Khan, Ibe rec.nlly aplI'Oint.d Slri QlIli Kh3n nod Min. Ro.r,·•• Ihc Saheb-e ••qam
On AUIUll S, 17IS th. OUlch ,.v~ the lallcr 50 tum.n. in cash fo, ,he E·l<m.d .1_
Douleh a. a pros.nl

Since Ihe Eo,lilh had liyen mor~, ,h~y Wn~ rec~ived On~ d.y hefore tll~ Du",h
by Ihe E'I~m.d al·Douleh. 0" AUI"" 29, 1715, tbe Mehmaodu b;Uhi came '0 fetCh
the OUleh Uld .dvised ,belli aot to rai,e tbe q"e$lio.. of req ..",1S and ooly t
conlr.tul,te him, which .fte, .U Wit the pu,posc: of Ihe audICne<: The O"teh ,,-...
•eeeived II 16.00 hours and after ,he eongra,,,I.. ions Falll 'Ali Kh.n asked ~'hen

Moh2mmad la'ra, Be, would return. a ... "plied th.1 he ...peclCd him in .l><>uI 5n
d.y.. Arter an uchuge or ,eocrali,i.. ,lie DUlch lef,'

On sept~mbe< 12, 1115 Ibe Duteb 101 om intlio, or wu' wJ-. 10 folio... r
Mina Mob.m....d ·At.. tb. Mosloufi-ye tII.UCh. told the VOC ,n..<prelCr thlt lhe
E"emad al_Douleh .-o"ld deal wilh tile iss"e of Ihe Up<lrt or spccie .f'cr he h.d
studied .11 previous fi.m.ns which h.d been ,rant~d 10 Ih. VOC.'~

On S.pl.mlle. ll, 17IS, the E'temad Dl-Douleh ."mmooed the VOC interpr.I..
lnd ordered him 10 brin, all r'r"'.... ,ranted 10 the VOC. Wh... Fraocois S.hid
appcnred " ,he E"lCm.d .1_Do"leh" pal..... hi, pnVl!e ".,"I..y. Mi,.. R.r,~. told
him thl! bi. ma"« h.d deeided '0 ,"pc.r .11 previo",ly ,rante" firmano IOd '0
eooelud. a new t,reem.nt wi,h Ihe Du,ell. He WI< no, ",illin, '0 w.it rOr Moh.mln.d
h'for BeB'S relurn from Batavi.. Th. main pOintl of ,lie new agreem.nt "'.....
follow-l-' The VOC mUll buy 300 Q"" of khllv,,, silt per yea' .. a pri.e of 41
loman, per ellp. III tbat ease the VOC wo"ld be u.mpted rrolll .11 Lll<l IOd
'topollS. Hown... it Ibe VOC ..... not p.....ed to .«<pt this orre •• il would have to
pty bOlll lues tnd imll'OlI' 00 .11 ,mll'Otls aod e"POtlf. Moreo~er. 'he <:OllOtl of ,old
.nd lil~cr was forbidden h.neeforth, while il wa, .110 fo.bidd.n to export aoodl fo.
other mcrehants uoder the o.me or the VOC.'1

O",in, tbe ,nb..quen, di,e".. ion with Ihe E·lem.ad .I-Douleh. tile Mos'o"f,·ye
l",..,..h It.."" ,h, ,he O",cb were I"lhy of f"...d rOt lr.n'POrun, 'he ,nod' of
privale ",ereh.n.. "nder tbe n.me of Ibe VOC, Sallid d.nlCd Ihis .nd nid ,b.. ,11
mcrebants and Ihe twO rorm...b.hb.nda... who were ot .ou" at rbi' time, coutd
• .,i1y dispro~e ,h" accusation. N.j.f Qoli Be,. the E·I.mad .1·00uleh's mac.·bea, ..
comm.nted th.. he h.d heard tbot ooly Ihe Enlli,lI were involved io sueh aellvi,i..
S.hid .lso .dd"" Ih'l ,b. Mosloari,ye tb.,..11 bad severaltlto.. ""died ,he _t, of
Ihe VOC lboy.nl. a"d had f"lIod ao proor of .ucb .elivi'i.._ Allhou,h 'hue
arlllloen.. ne"trtlited Ihe MosIO"fi·y~ tIIa...h', t!tact, it did nol lilence him, .ince he
had Inolher .ltio, to hi. bow, The Olher 'lrin, w.. the i..u" of exemplion f.om toll.
'" ,he amount or 20.000 ,omlO' pcr year. Accordin, 10 ,h. Mo.loufi·ye kh.ueh, ,hi,
••emptioo only held lnod for import .nd upon ,o&<'ber. ud .as no, v.lid for Ull'O"
Dod illlll'Orl sepa .... tely. whiell .....01 I toll uemption of 40.000 'am',," He "",iotained
Ib.1 ,n fonDer times this rule had b.eo '!tietly adhered 10. Miru za~ed Mohotolllid.
who was • f.ieod of Ihe VOC. cOffected him alld added l/ltt ,he E·\Cm.d .1.Qouleh
h.d aheady "arced to the other inlCrprcllllon. Fin.lly, h. nid thol, if 'he MOJloufi.
ye khlueh w.1 tilhl. 'heo .lIy h.d euSlOtIIJ dut'., OoYct "".n eollceled fro... 'he
Ollteb in the pall?

The E',.to.d .1-DoII1.II did aOI ruel to Ihe remarb of 'he MoIto .. fi·le th.... \>.

hut he ",.de it e1•• r Ihal be did nOt eonider ,he role of til. VOC in Perli. '0 be .n
lmp<lrlln, one. Wh«h., this Wto a ddibcrue I,,",aaem Or .....ely o"t of ianor.n....

"
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the Dutch m31ollined, ;1 nOt cle3r HoweYer" he Sl3ted Ihl Ihe Dutch onl)'
,mJlOrted Iree-mrk 'l.I.d bush of fruit, (mnn,nl e,nnalOn ~nd pepper) and
Olber insilDifianl artieles, while thcy nported specie$. Hc no lonter ",o"ld
tOI.ra.e .bis Silulion. n. Dutch thcrdore h~d to =ke I choiot, .;Ih« '0
pureh~.., 300 ..rlU of silk per yelr with loll n.mplion O. cis. 10 pay impoSt$.
If th. VOC would 001 ~~C.pl lhis p.otJOul tbeo it had bCll.r I03V. Persia, for
re"i~ could liv. without Ipie., ' it had dOlle SII bdor. th.;r nrlivaL Tho,.
,pice, which th. Shah need.d h. could ,.1 from A'trlkhao or Eu.op•.

Tb. Mosloufi-r. khu'.h. hOilinl to bol1t« Ihe ['.emld al·Douleh in hi.
Slanee, commented thl Ibis proposal wo"llI neVCr be aecepuble 10 the Dutch.
they oow bad an IdvutllCOnS altcefttc'>l; if they "'en: orr.,cd a less p.ofitable
Ollt tbey would only .tat. that Ihcy bid DO lnlln,ction. Illd therdon: elluld nO'
rUCI to it He therefore urled tha' ,he Dutch be fOleed to mIke thei. ehniee
thcr. and .h.n, but th. E'"m.d al-Douleh did nol Wlnt to .et laO hUlily.

/>1i ... Rafi'. had told O.I! tbat thc ['tcm.d .1·Douleh h3d informed th.
Shnh that the VOC h.d Obt3;0.d ill firma"" throu,h bribery, .ad tbat the$<
mUSt III.r.for. be chao,.d; ."pposcdly Ihe Shih had I,.ccd to ,bi. policy.
Mira Rlfi'" ~dviscd Dell to "'-lil. 10 Ih. E'••"",d .1_Ooul.h Illd ,,"ke i••I..r
to h,m Ihl' 'he VOC 'tiff ,n '.ni. could "01 coodude ."y lIew trUty. lie
added tbat the E',cmld al-Doul.h r"",,,,niud the imponallce of th. VO(" '"
Pcr,i. Ind hi, tCmarks should b. und.rstood only ill t.,m. of his d.mand for.
n.w IreUy, which eettainl~ would nOt b. of the naTUI. th31 he had staled. This
Idviee WI' follow.d by Ocll, but the E'l.mad II·Doul.h w.Ote hack: no silk, no
uemp'ion from ,oil•.

Miru Rlfi'l kad al"" illfo.."e:d OctS ,hll Iht: ['Iemad .l-nogleh bd
e"arled .be Mollgurl-ye khluch .g calculate bo...- much Ibe e.cloms, rahd..i
and olh« ,mpoltl ",-ollid lmoUgt til for the von Ino",,1 trad., Th. Mosloufi·
y. khaneh h.d ,.plied ,ho, thil was not ....y 10 dn, ,inc< VOC tnd. varied
y.nr by yeo.,"

Not 'UrpfilinSI~, Ihe MOllOUr;·~e: kh....n .ummoned Fr.n~ois S.hid Ind
a,ked bim ho ... much VOC impo". amounled to each ye.r S3bid lold him th.,
he did oot ""OW, fg, sueb dill. we•• Ollt kClll II Ibe EsrlhlO gffiee. How.ver.
ne cuuld cullfirm thll Clch yca' i. h.d ben 1.... Ihan ~O,OOO tOml"S, otberwi..
the sllillmlld.n would have compllined. The Mostouri-ye "h....b pid ,bll he
knew ben.r lod ,h.t the VOC would notice the «.nU. or rcrulill' to siye
plCO.nll III him He 11'0 pUI the .a"'. qu."ion. to lh. fo,m.1 Ih.hbando..,
Ml.za Nur Allah and Safi Qoli Khan •• well 0' '0 Mohammad lomal, the
rcpreseOll1i •• or the actio, .hlhbilld.r Mirza bhed 'Ali Th.se.ll eoorirmed
Sallid', , ... Iemco, Mi... Nnr Allih ....cd ,b'l DO p•..,i.., d.tI hid be." kepi,
ror Ib.le hid buo ng ord.n to do 50. This "'" COGlradiclcd by tb. M<>..OItri·
I'. khlSscb who Idd.d Ib.1 .be PICKllt ,h,hbaod.. _. keepi"l detill.d
recurd. of III i",pon. Illd uport$. Mil'll !'lur AlIlh eounter.d thll Ihi, m,sht
be trUe, bUI he did nOI beli.ve 'hot Ihe reco.d.d dati indlolled a hi,h"
tUrnOV.' than he and hi. eoll ••,ue. h3d "'led, Thi. was eonfi.m.d by
Mohammad Jamal ...ho add.d thn Ihe leeords were kep, only rllr imporu. Th.
Mm;loufi-y. khan.h tbereupon a"",used thel< orrieiab of neSIe"tlnl Ihe Shih'.
,otereslS. Tbey replied that bc WII .upplyi"l the E'lemad aI_Oo"leh ",i,h raIl<
informatio" .. i,b the sole illte".ioll of erellinl I dllpn<c with .he Dgleh.. If be
wl.llt.d 10 ...k. letioo he should do IOmelhi", lbo,,' ,he EOllish, ...b...., hrneb
of eontnet lh.y could prove . ' .

Th. Mostoufl·yc khasseh r.ruled to IISlen to Ihel' ."sum.nl1 lod la~d
th.. linclllh.~ had kept nO ,.oord. and could ngt prove th.l. state",."t., he dId
nO' need lOla"" the", In.o ellDlid.ratiOn He hi ....elf woald p.ovide the: proor
by u.in"II. boo'" of .he VO(" Ballyans. which would ,bow tblt Ibe VOC had.•
tUlllover of 40,000 Illd solllet;mes .vcn or 60,000 10....11. pe. yClr. Sal"d
iaTenrcned II Ihi. point and ..id ,hat il w.. impossible Illd 1101 true. n.
M".."ufi-ye kllll$Cb lold him to be quie' and eOIl.inu.d '0 say .hll he would
dr.w up • d.tail.d account or th. Shih'. demlnd, which Ihe Subordinate.

"
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(Ilbill) of lhe £',cmad al-Ooolell would fonh""'11 collcci. Miru Nur Allah
lri~ to cal". do_a the Mosloufj·yc khuseb and poillttll QIII Ihu his
lIojustified actiOIl would o"ly Iud 10 :0. conflict .i'h the DUleh Ind :0. 101 of
miller,. Neithe, Lhi, 11(1' Sahid's i\I"'fIl~ry of the lervkcs rendered by 'he VOC
10 lb. Shih had lhe desired «".It, howeyer, and 53hid 1.fl.

The nexl day, October 4, 1115. Sabid ""lied Mirn Nur Allah Ind
Mohammad 1amal 10 oblaio information on lhe furth.r cou". of th.
di$Cunio .... They lold him thlt lbey had ,ricd 10 iadue. th. E".mad al·Doul.h
'0 like :0. modeflle eGune of actioll. Sahid thell weftl 10 uc Miru Sa'id
Moha ...mad '" brief him 011 _h:1I had happeD.d. ne bue. Aid Ihal the
E'ICm.ad al-Doolell deal! SO badly .ilb the peopl. and d•• ",.",hall'" .ha, he
dare 1101 ;lIlerefere;1l Ibis mattef. Miru Rati'a, ,be keeper ot Ihe ~I, said tbe
Slme. althouCb be confirmed bi, coatiaui". frie"d.bip taward. ,he DUleb
Miru Rlfi'::l, tbe privue ",e'Clary, laid Sabid 'Iou he nd done bis bal, bUI
tha' Ihe Mult(lufi·ye thasseh had undone III he bad aChieved by hi. w;ld
,eeuAtions. He Idvisc:d ,he DUleh 'a .peak ,a ,he aUil,an, (~"'tb) of ,be
E',emad al·Ooulcll, Mina 'Abd al·Kar;m. Oell, hawev." did no, se. any point
in dDinl '0, fOt Mitza 'Abd al-Kl<im oDly hlndl.d Ihe £'I.m.d II·Douleh',
private affairs. MDt.o"er, he woUld nol do anylhing unle.. he 101 a pte.ent
and all friend. of Ihe Du,.h hId laid him ,ba, only by gi"inB p,elenl. m;lh' he
Ie, relul,s. Sin.e Oets h.d DO permissioD '0 do so, h. Ibanked ,hem for Ihci,
ad .. iee lod asked them for Iheir .uppotl and in'e •..,.,;on w;lh th. E".mad al·
Oouleh

0" O<:'obe. " l1U Mi.u Nil' Allib totd Sahid 'ha' he hid spolren 10
Ibe £"I......d 11·[)oul.h abou' Ille p.oblems, hut ,hu 'he Masla"ti-.e kh.uch hd
Ihwlrted III he bid .ehieved by lIis di"'lI.. io"s. He well willill' 10 try alice
I1Io,e, hilt did nOt up~' much fro... iI, f ... ,he Munouti-Je Irhu.eh woold
eOlltillu. 10 f"lUru. him He II"" told Sahid th., ,h. E'I.",.d ll_Doul.h had
.h.'led him lod .he MOltouti·ye Irh• ...,h to lummon Sahid to Ih. M()l'allfj'ye
IrhlSl(:b'. houlC 10 di.euu 'he proposed n.w ,rOIly lod ,lte Shih'. claim S.hid
uked bow much ,he MOlloufi·ye khOleh would wi.h to .cceiye, to which
Mi.za Nur Allah .eplied Ihat he 'hough, ,hu 200 tOman, wculd be ,ufficien!.
He ~dded Ihll durillg ,hOi dl.cu"ian he would 'eke 'he Um. line II t~.

Mollouti·ye khalleh in ord.t nOt to .Iil(: lu,pici(lll abou, hil loyllli... Th.
MosI(lufi-yc IrhalSeh fouod I williol C3' ""ilb the E'I.llI3d Il·Ooulelt bee:tul<
he did his best 10 Iho"" ....... I"d meal" 10 •• t mOlley {a••he Shih. Those ""ho
look In oPJIOlit. vic"" could be ehlnCDled {a. 1'01 IInio.l the Shah'. interell. u
beatl Ind ""auld be iloored. He .ltn1Cd 1ir0Weyer. 1M' II depuly .o"ero.o.
(jQ.........II) of salida. 'Abbas lie bad Ihe safoc io,erulJ I. ,he VOC.

The neal d.y Ille Mosl"ari,l'C Irlla...,11 1C01 to, Sahid. He repcalOd the
kll"""••cc:uu.lionl Ipi"" ,h. VOC and ,breueoed Ih.. ir Ihe O"teh did 110'
li~e him. "r....,ot. thill'" ...ould '0 badly to. them. He also liked ""he,her the
voe ...ff in Esflhaa .cally h.d 00 ,u'ho,ily '0 conclude n.w II.ee",.nl" He
did not beli.". S.hid'i "CBui....cply and nid ,hU the E"emad .1·Doul.h h~d

nO intcntion whatsoe"er of wai,ins fo. Mohtmmlld la'fl' B••'s .elu.n, fa, ,h.
Shah bad ,ellt the Illtl•• 10 BatlYi~ to g.t ao "I.ccm.nt to hil d.mand' lod the
voe coly ,ea.l.d by acndiol til ~mbal..do •. He then coded the int••"i."", for
he had lue.11 aod told Sahid 10 wliL Du,inl dinner Sahid h.d ,h. apportunilY
'a lilk ""ith one of Ihe IUC$IS. Mi.n Sa'id Mohlm",.d, ""ho u'led Ihe OUleh '0
live I prcacD.1 10 Ibe Mos'auri-y. "hl.... h, other""ilC lie _auld 1101 stall hi. ul,­
Ou,.h t ..ioos. A p."",nl of :lOll to 600 10..... 0.. ho""."••, wollld .....lre hi ... IC.
Ibe VOC io • IDOr. PDl'iliv. li,hLIS

On Oe,"bc. I. HIS Sahid into.med Mi.u Nur Allah lbout hi. lot.r,,;c"
with Ihe Mostoufi,y. Irlluu:h. Mi,u Nil, An.h lold him ,hal h. had ,,,cd ;11
vlin 10 .haale Ih. E"emad Il-Douleh'. vic"". ,.catdilll Ihe VOC On Ihe
p.e"ioll. nilh', Sio•• h. would be le",;ol fo. LIl., he advised Ihe Dut.h to
Ci"c praeoll to bo,h Ihe [".mld It_Douleh Ind Ihe MOllo"fj-ye IthlllCb,



1.. the afleraoo.. the E'telll:ld al_Oouleb lum........d Sabid a..d told bim
thaI the Duteb m..11 tell bim "b.tbe, tbeJ a..,epted bis p.opoal 0. DOl. TIle
old co me.eial treatJ Iuld bu.. rey..ted, ror it had ....t bull t.. Ibe Shah-t
adv le. Sahid repeated Ibat Ihe VOC II.rr iD EahblD eould ...., t.ke .lIeh a
deci.ion. The E'temad .1·Ooulell then asked Ihe MOIl.. uri-ye kha..eh 10 read
OUI the Shah', claim, which had beeo calculaled 10 amOUnl to 26.000 tOman. in
cullOm. dUlie. ro, Ihe upon of m.illion...r lolden ducat.. excludinl the
amOunt of ••hdari, whieb he had Jel t.. e..",pute.

Sa.. id drew the E'te=d al_Collleh'••l1et"io.. t.. Ibe raet thl! allJ
m"""Dt Mob.m....d Ja'h. Bel _ODld 'ctUU' with tbe Goyc.....'..(iene•• l'l 'eplJ
10 the Sbah'. demnd•. The E'lem.d .I-Collleh, b..weyer, said be hlld ....thinl t..
do with Ihal minion, ro, il had h.en hit p,cdeee...., WilD had arranllcd it If
lhe Re.ident io Bandit 'Allbn .....uld accept hi. pr..posal, ,elali..ns belweeo lhe
Shih .nd the DI"ch uld be no,mal apill.. AllIl"Ulb Mi,.. R.fi.... lhe keepe,
..r lbe seal. Mlr.u. R.n Ibc priY.le .ccrclary, a ..d Mi.za Nil. Allah wcrc aloo
p,esenl they did DOl duc to iDte,cede ror tile DUlch. OeD rell thar ... ilhoUI
',,,n. lelture by the VOC he would nOI bc Ible. I.. ehlftJe thc E'I."'ld .,.
Coul.h'. mind. He Illerer..re asked the di,ccI..r in bllda, 'Abb•• t.. al,ee I..
giye 600 toman. to the E'temad al'Doulell aod 200 I..man. to the MoS/..ufi-y.
khu.ch.

00 October 9, 171} OUt .elll Sahid to Min. SI'id Mollamlllad .od MI.a
Nur Alb.1I t.. le"ra wllar h.d bc.. laid .rle, the inlerp,ue.'. deplrtll,e. Mira
Ss'id M..hamm>td laid t.ball he bid ..rled • mllde.rate policy, .bil. Mi.a Nt>'
AIl.h Aid Iha' he h.d ben .f,aid that the E'lem.d al-Douleh would nOt evell
haye 1I10...ed a relpile of 30 day•. He .....uld be leuiDll On OetDbe, 10, and he
would ule the lI<:ca.ion or hi. rarewell audience 10 atlem"l 10 induce Ih~

E'lemad al·Couleh ODce ......e I.. be more mllde"'le ill hi. demallds. Sahid asked
him 10 ,epon 011 Ibe disp~te to the bclle,beli or Fin aDd 15k for his
iOlereess,o.. Mirza S.'id Moham.....d, _h .. lbo Itld been .elieyed that the
E"emad .1·Oo~leh lo.d 1'lIlled IS ""'Dy a. J{l day'. r<'Splle, ,old Sahid 11t"1 ;r
the Dutch did o..t liy~ a preleol to lbe MO>louri-ye klln"eh '0 .ilence him
there would be nobody who would dare I.. contradict him iD Ihi. malle"

Oel! .ent Sahid to Mirza Nu, Allah to lea,n the. OUlcOme of lIis la.t
,nlervie... with tbe E'temad al-Oouleh berore be lcrt for Lar. Mir.. Nur Allah
reported Ihar he h"d said 'hat tloe Du!eh were tbe mOlt powerhll lIalio.. in
E,.,opc, who oonld 10U.lIy par.lyse .11 I",rfie iD Ibe Peralao Gulf, Thia would
melll Ihar Ihe shahloandar would \lOt be able 10 collect enllo.... doti.., whirh
would be a I.... r.., tbe Shah. Moreoyer, the DUlch would nOt OPPOle the
MUSllal A,abs when lite•• had desilln' On Perlian terri,ory, He rell it hit duly
to inform the ['Iemad al·Oouleb lIutHully "boul tbi. iuue ill hi. fuoetion of
'p\l<'Shill n, deputY-Ioye,oO, or Bandar 'Abbas. The E'lc......d .I-Doulell had
replied Iha' he did ....I ••DI I" c,eale collnie! belwcell Penia Illd the Du«:lt.
bUI they had Obtained tbeir preyiou. IrellY ill a di.hOOCJI w,y, 10 Ihar the Shah
p,orited little by it. He ,berefor......nled to conclude a Dew !relty, which
would allo >lale that Ihe Dutch mu>l pay fo, lhc expo.t of loldeo ducal',
Fioally be bld orde,ed Mi"a Nu, Allah 10 di,euSl tbe Wholc mailer with Ih~

VOC direetO' io Baoda. 'Abbas. Mi,a Nt>' AII.h had asked whethcr Ihe
E'te.....d ll-Couleh would ,.r",i" r.om actioos "Iin>l Ihe Dutd "Dtil he had
received a ,eport ..a the retail or litis dis<;allioD.. To this QaC1tiOll be b"d ollly
received a" ambilUOU' .cply. Mir.u. Nu, Allah promised S:ahid that he would
w,ile r,om Lar to Baoda. 'Abb:ts a...ell III 10 hit maller, Ihe bellerbelt The
be>l COutSe ror Ihe DUleh, he adyised. was to live • presenl to the MO>loufi·ye
kha••eh. He added thai .be Dutch would be wile 10 obtaiD Ihe suppo.t ..r Min.a
Ran.., the keeper of Ibe sc.l aod Mina Ss';d Moltammad _ho wcre ,:"el1
;nfor_d .bolll the VOC .eli.;II.., IIld we,e enemie. or Ihe Maslo"f'-Je
khusch..

It w•• 001 lotil oelOller II, 17U 11011 Sahid wa, .ble I" SpClk I" Miru
Ran'a. He I.id that he wO\lld be willinllo inte,cede for the DulCh, bUI bero,e
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he would do 10 Ille Mosloufi-yc klla....11 hd 10 be ,ilenccd fi",. Tht. 1~ller d~il)

lKIi...ac.d Ibc E'telUd ~1·Doulc"" fIlilld ~P;IIS1 Ille DUlcb. Those WilD ,poke ;11 ,uppon
of Ihe Oglch Iherdore r~o Ille ri<lt of beio, I~coud of ac,ions apinsl III~ iOlere.I, IIf
the Sb.II. Uoder Ih_ eireulIlSlnea 110_, was willio, 10 iOlercede for Ihe VOC
Besidf.S il "as i",possible for Ibe E'le ......d l1-Doolell 10 ....,e • more modetlte posi'iOD.,
for he al", would tun Ille PlDC ri,k. Tile anI, ""'" 10 eireUfllveOI III" obllad..... 10
,ive I pr.,eOI 10 Ihe Mosloofi-,. kll ....b.

The laller menwllile ,Orll<fac.d Oc" Ih~1 hc bad h..D '0 .haok fo. ,,"v.o& beeo
,rioted ~ re,pi,. of 30 dlY" fo. Ibe roc"".d 11·[)(Iuleh had .... nl.d ." eollee, 'he
Sb.h·, claim im",.dillely. The Mll..llufi.ye khasuh made it dear 10 Oc" IhU il
"'lIuld be beller 10 ,i •• him ... pre,enl He .I.e 0.1, 'lime tim. III think abou' 'I.; if
Octs wlluld nal ai.c a pr••enl he would ;nlerprel th'l .. d.ridioa hi. bene.ol.occ, for
which Ihe Dutch "'ould luff... He fioally Ilk.d "'hether il r.ally "'I' nO' pO'$ibl< '0
'CI • reply from Bond.. 'Abba, in 30 daYI. Dell dfe'" hi, •• tenlion to the CUffent
inlceurity of .he ro.ds, The MO$loufi-~. khalleh therdore promi,ed Ihot hc would
speak wilh the E't.mad al-Douleh if the 30 dlys' p.tiod proved 'a be inad~Quate.

After the di,.union with Ihe Mollouri-ye khasseh. Oell S.Ot S.hld 10 Mi,n
Sa'id Mohammad. The laller ."Id S.hid 'hot be bad pe..uoded Ihe E'lemad .1·Douleh
'a .."d Mjn. Nur AlI.h an io..",etio" (,.'hQehl to dUeu" Ihe d"pute wi,~ ,he
di'ec'"r io lI,md., ·Abbas. Tbe..fll,e il would b~ befle, 'hit Ibe OUI.h ,hould no.
bo'her Ih. E't.mad al·Oouleh .. ith r.qUc.lt! oulil Mir.... Nu, Allah's reply. He added
'hit hi, mUI.r ..ould be much marc modCntle io his demaods IF Ihe Mosloufi-ye
khonch did "01 SCI '''''' UP .pi.... <b. Do'<h

Slhid .bo "CO' '0 $Ce Mi= Rafi'a, Ihe pr;va'. ""er...ry Hc ,old Soh.d ,hI'
the E'telll2d al-Douleh .....ery all,r y lboul 'he IlIi,ud. of .be VOC. alld Ihlt he
coold 110' do .oylh,o, for ,be Du.cb.•

00 October 23. 17U Oe.. reeei"ed • lCllu hom Iblld.. 'Abb., 10 lhe effe.:1
Ihll ,he ~hips de R'J-I,dorj."d de VI...,., hd ''''vcd Illere io Seplember Th.,. bad
brllulhl informllion ,b'l Mohammad Ja'flr Be, ..o"ld arrive with the 'h.p ',(jcY't .od
,ha, J""o JMIII "elelur ..o"ld come ....mbanador '0 Pcui. '0 SOllie ou....odiol
difr.rences. Ocu immediately ioform.d Ihe E'lem.d al·Doul.h aboul Ihis, bUI he did
00. evell aekoowledge .he rc«ipI of Ihis oe",.. Thi, .Uilude di,coneer(ed Oc,.. tho
mare", since il was II", pUt lboot thU Mi ... Nur AI1.h h.d left fll. Lif w,'hour I~e

E'tem.d al-Dnuleh'. permi.. ion .od IhU th. iOll,uetion ,en"o him ",os useleu,"
The Eo,'il~ E.sl India Comp.ny·, chief '0 Elfahan...dnH hOw the DUlch "'Cr.

Irelled. Hav. m'Dy preSeots III the E'I.mld .1·Dnuleh and Ihe Ml""Ufi-y. kh..,eh
The 1,11« thcrdore delayed hi, cumin.lioo of 1he lre,ly with the En,li,h Cllmpaoy
until the di,pule "ilh the Dutch had be.n ,"lved, Besides, the E'tem.d II·Douleh d,d
nllt "'"0' III .Oler i.lO ellortie, wi,h 'he lwo E,"lodia Compani•••imult••eou"y,'"

00 October 29, 17l' 'he E'remld Il,Douleh ,.nl for S.hid, who "'IS re.eived by
Kllb 'Ali B.I, 11." first subordin"e (lIb,")and m.ee·belfer K.lb 'Ali B., lold Sohid
lhal he ,,"uld co"," for Ille Sbah', mooey ,hortl,., and if thr Dutch would nlll p.y, hc
.."uld OCt:upy ,h.i. houu lod eonecl .he _o"y himulf Oct, r.l, lhat he .... , in
..oubl., ..bich ...... ,. h••e be.o 'he E·..m.d al-Douleh', inlenrion. fo. llnly Oille day, of
Ihe ,nee period wer. left. Moreover 1M Mos.ollri·ye kh...eb ""'" .. ill ,"ipio, "' .he
D'lIeh ."d c.calilt' • 0Clui\l. UmOlpller..... ,here "", 00 hope of '"I''''' 10
e..ellsioo of Ihe }Q d.YI' period.

0 ... Iher"fllr" Kilt Sah;d 10 Miru Rdi" tk" I<e.pc-. of lhe leal. '0 .,1< hi "
int"reedc. The laller ",id 11"1 h.aod othe, friends of ,he VOC bad laid Ih. E· d
ll-Ooul.b se.enl I"..a .h.ady luI Ibe VOC 111ft in Edah... coald ""l lei ,.,i.hool
.....--mi..ioo from tile di,ec.01 io hadar ·Abb.... H. could ad' do .", IIIore for Ih.
VQC .I.ept 10 sltllat ,i.io., a pre""ot '0 Ih. MosI""r;-y. "h.sub H. fio.lly .d~i""d
the Outcb to sp.... k with Mit.... Eo....·il a.pli, an impnnao' hio.lelll ",erchanl. wbo did
"'ueb bnsioen .. ith the voe .lld had the ear of 'he E'lemad al·Dnuleh with whom he
h.d alr••dy ,pnkeo IbllUI til.. dispule with the VOC

Appueo,ly Mir.... Rd,'a had mentioned thil ,,,uellillo to Mi ..... E,ma'il, fll,
IhO! same day the lillef SCnl for S.h;d. The i.,erpre,e, e~pllincd '0 Mir.. E,m.'j!
thlt til.. VOC clluld O"t ply 'h. Shah', .'aim, Ind beeau,e the E"em.d II·Douleh mu"
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be aware of thi, a, well, the Dutch coutd onl~ conclude that he wanted to ou,t the
voe from Persia. Being him,elf a merchant Mirn Esma'il no doubt understood what
it would signify for Band.. 'Abb.. jf the Dutch left. The voe cootributed to Persia's
wdfore and no less than 1,000 person, derived their tivelihood from Dutch trode
aClivitie. in Per,ia. [t would only be fair ,hererore. if ,he Shah's claim were
submilled in writ ins and supported by proof, while the voe should be allowed the
opportunity 10 refule the evidence. Likewi.e, it wa, ooly normal thaI lhc voe ,hould
;"k the t'lemad al-Douleh to wait for lhe arrival of ambassador Ketelaar.

Mi,za I'.,ma'il said that ne had had a long talk with the E'temad al-Douleh
about the di'pute On October 28. He had told him abnut the powe' of lhe voe and
lhe pront which the trade with the Dutch yielded for Persia. This profit would
dimini,h COnsiderably if 'he voe left Pe"ia. The E'tcmad al-Douleh had TOplied to
Ihese arsumenu by nyinii: that he only wan'ed 10 secu,e th. Shah's righ" with fCgord
10 the export of golden due'" durins the yea.. that no ,ilk had been pureh",ed from
,he Shah, a, well" the money due for cu",om, and rahdo,i. Mina E'ma'il ,he,efore
advised the Dutch that talkioS about Ketelaar'S ,,,ivai wu not soing to change the
E'temad ol_Doulch', mind. However, if they would give him a pre,ent of 1,000 toman,
"" well as an appropriate prc,ent for the Shah, the matter of tbe claim might be ,ettled
In a ,atisfactory m,noeCo I, th" e.,e It would also be possible to conclude ~ treoty
aeeepuble '0 both pa"iel-

On OClober 30, 1715 acts ,nformed Mir>a Esma'il thaI he could not follow his
advie. and asked for hi. suppon and inlercessioo. That same day the Mo,'oufi·yc
kha"eh sent for Sahid and "ked him whether the DUlch had any funher new, about
,he aetivi,ie. of 'he hiu'll" Arab, in £tahrain. HavinS reeei"ed a neg31ive reply he
;aid thot the Shah needed lhe voe Ship. ill order to expel the MU'Q31 Arabs from
Bahrain. If IhO}' m3de them av.lIoble. the Du,ch would render a greal service to the
Shah, implying thai it would hoi" thei, case.

The next day Oets ,,,formed Ihe E',enlad al-Douleh ,hat he could make no
commi'men" with ,egard to voe .hip•. He added that it w", not a very good id•• '0
employ Duteh ,hlp" which were merchantmen ""d nO! men--<lf-war. If they ",'ere
anaeked by the MU'llU Arab. the Dutch would Oat be able to defend them.elve" while
the Pe"'.n soldier. had no cspcricnce in warfare at .e•. Moreover, Ihe ships •• iled
according to • light ,chedule which could not be allcred. The MOSloufi-ye kha..eh,
unperturbed, ",ked the Dutch to report thi, reQue.1 to Bondar 'Abbas, .0 Ihot the
director him,elf could decide. The go~ernment ofriciols in Bondar 'Abbas would
decide whether to make u.e of an eventu.l off.r of the loan of ,hip. or not, He added
,ignifieantly that .uch an offer would make a good impre.,ion on the Shah and the
E'lemad .I-Douleh. A ,imilar req".,! had been pu' '0 ,he EngliSh, who had replied
thaI they had nO ship, at ,hat time in Bandor 'Abba,. In reporting thi. di.cu.,ion,
OelS .dv'.ed the direetor not to r.i,e the maner of the di,pute wilh 'he beglerbeili, for
in that case, he would undoubtedly request the 103n of DU1Ch 'hip.. He fUTlhcl
reported that Mirza Nur AHah had received a eounler order, while the order 10 tho
,hahbandar had been "voked

On November 2, 1715 D.., ,ent s.hid 10 Mi ... Rofi'a, the keeper of the ,••1,
and to Mi ..a Sa'id Mohammad '0 a,k for inform"io" and help. Both offieial, tOld
Sahid Ihat they had the imprel,ion lhot lhe E'temad al-Douleh, at the instigation of
the Mostoufi-ye khas,eh, would ,mplemeM his inlention 10 collect the Shah', claim.
They gave their opinion thaI Octs wa, aetins very unwi,ely b~ not giving a p,e.cnl 10
,he Mo'toufi,ye kha"eb as indeed they had .aid .everal ,ime.; oow they could do
nOlhing more.

That s.me day Kalb 'Ali Khan c.me 10 lhe voe hou,e to retch Sahid and took
him to Mirza R~fi'~, the private ,ecrelary. He informed S.hid that lhc grace periOd of
]0 days hod .spired and that ,he E'temad al·Douleh had granted the DOlCh an
eSlen,ion of .i. day,. He further informed S,hid that his master wanted to know how
many ship, the voe had io Bondar 'Abbas at the momeo" ",har Quantity of good' the
vbc imported and how much their value amounted t01 He added that it wos nO ~,e

'0 o,k aoy go.ernment oHieial to intereede Fioally he asked whethet Sahid had
,poken to Min. E,m,'il. On being lold that he had, Min. Rafi'. s.id that i, would be
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beSI 10 pay him lnoth., visit and follow hi, 'd.io~ On Novemhe' l. Ocu .cnt •
""itten reply tn the ['cclll2d a[·Donl.h', queuinns lad Ollee 1Il0r. dr.... the bUe,'s
1110111'011 to the ran tbal be WIS nOI authoriud 10 conclude a new tTUly. He did nOI
RCI IllY ,~o.e.

On NovclIIb<, 4, I1IS Sihid w:u Scnl for by Mirn MlIhdi.• rich and ;mJlOttan,
Moslem "'.tchant Oct. in51luctcd Slhid 10 OllIe lb. VOCs l)(I.i,ion ill tbe ....... t ......

as he had dOli. to Mjru, Esma'il. M,iru, MlIhdi told S:ahid lI.l' th. DOlcb shOUld do the
.ame u the Enslilh and liv. the ['t.mad al-Dooleh I substlotial prescnt. For if the
laue, Il ... tcd Mmelhin. he would punue it 10 the end. even if this called fot the usc
of violence This would .csull in I coorLicl bc''''ceD Pcuj.....d the VOC lad ,h:l1
would 001 be io the illl«"'! or '",dc_ ~hid reporled ,his u. Dc," .. ho seol h'lIl b:ilek
10 M,ru Mahdi .'Ih Ih. mcu:lle Ihl h.......s .. 'lIin! 10 I,ve ~ p'es.c:nt. but h. hd no
aUlha,ilY la do so. H. Ih...fo,. uk.d him 10 U'I. Ih. E',.mad al-Caul.h to ...ail fO'
K.tcln,·..."val, bUI MiuI Mahd, did Dol ICC IIllich poiot '0 doi"l SO.

00 NOY.lIlber II, 17IS. S2hid h:l.d ,,,olh., i...' .. i........;th Miru £I='il;
"ppa,.nlly 100lb., pcriod Of eueosion hId l>cen I,aoled. Mirza E.ma"1 nid tbat he
had again lalked .... ith lhe E'lemad ll-OoIII.h aboul Ihe dispute with the VOC. Th.
latler had lold him Ihu he ...ould !ODD c."y 0111 his ioteo.ioo to eollecl Ibe ShIh'.
doilt'- The E'lelo.d ll-Dolileh .... nol p,ep..ed 10 .... it fo, Ihe ...i••1 of Mohao"....d
]a"" Bel 0' Kelclu•• olthoulh he h.d t,i.d to induce hiro 10 do ,,,. If. ho"'••••.
O.IS wll Drepa,.d to sellie the Sh.h·, elaim_ the E·t.mad .1·Oouloh wa, willini to ....ai'
fo, Ih.i. u,inl to setUe Ihe ne"" "nly Mi.u Elmo'il .h.,er",e u'led .h. Olll<:h III
tiye tile E'lC"...d .1·Dolll." , p.esetlr. <>Ih..... ise h....oold collect ,h. "'0"'" b,. fo' ••.
S.hid poiot.d 001 ,ha' OCIS cOlild DO' d<> so and .,ked hiro to make Ihll ele.. '<> th.
E·t.mad II-Oouteh."

Oct. had Uied 10 dday m.n... as mu.h os [IOSSiblc.. H. had uked ,he dlr<CIOI
io Banda, •... bb;1.I 1<> Id"ise: ...hu dse h. could d<> aplfl hOIll li",n, • p'cscn,. ud IIId
,<>Id him ...hat Ih. e<>nscqu.nces ...ould be if Ih. E',em.d al·Dollleh "e.e ,<> ,eoof! 10
ra.ec.. He ",ould. of COli.....d ..e 10 p.,. clI.t<>m. duties 0' <>,h•• 'mo<>n. ,r Ihe,e ,,'or<
demanded a"d let 'he meroh~ndi.e lie ... h... il ....... Ho"".".'. i( Ihe ['temad ~I·

Douleh (<>.bad. the uport or Illy ,oads by ,h. Olll.h. h....<>wld be wubl. to IUd
t<>lden dUals. "'1 Ihl! lim. it had .hc:rdy becom. YCfY difr,ealt fo. Ih. VOC 'a f,"d
me.chan .. willi", 1<> 1'3nlpo" duellS flit il. for lhe ['I.m3d 31·001llch n.ed.d onl)' ~

51ilh' Clcuse 10 Clton mol\CY (.om lhem. O.IS info.med B~ndar ·... bbas 'h, if th.
E·tem.d Il-Dolileh "'e.e III ...ad hil ,ubordiutcs (tabinl 10 OCCUP\' .he vee house '0
adc\iti<>n to p ...hibi.i"l 'he uPO" of dueus.. th.....·..uld aOt be a"l lIl.reltan... ill'''1
t.. hlVC ~"~Ihin. 10 do ilh the voe. Ho..·eH'. ,h. mun p,<>blem about wh,oh he
w~n<ec\ elel' i"slfllel;on h.1 h••hould do ir 'Ali Be! O.me to coUcc, ,hc Sh~h',

claim~ Ocu' dir.ct<>, could 1I0t ofrc, hilll all~ help fo, hi. attPCal .._cd .. Ith a 'c"el
from Baad.. ·... bb.. ill ... ltieh 0..,. ...a. i"f"'lIl.d ,ha. Ihc direc.ar ~ad h.. c""aClI
could nOl take any doei,ion ,a this m.lle'. Oe.. lhCfdole decidod 10 "I. 'he r",nd,
of tho VOC Once alain 10 uk fa. on extension af the I,.ce pe.iod

B<>lh Min. Esm.·il and Mi.... Mahd, p.omi5.d '0 do th.i, but, bu. I.ve ,h...
opi"ion thac ... ilhoat p,ese.... Ih.ir "Ilimentl ....o\lld (all on d •• f nn Ho..·..... ,f
OCIi would ti•• Dresents tlt.~ cOlild I"aranl.e success. Oots ,old ,h.m 1113' he hd n..
~utho,ity '<> do so 3nd asked Ihern 10 make lh,s de., t<> Ih. [·,.mod >I-Dollieh If he
",ould S••a1a ne'" dcl.y. KUclla' u"doubledl, ...ould sho... his apprce,•• ion..

On NoY.",be. 29. HIS Sahid "'e"r '0 ICe M.... Ran·a••he priyalC ...ereIU) IIId
M,.u S,,'id Mohammad '0 Ilk ,lte", 10 lry and i"dllee .10. E·le",~d al·Douleh to ,,'.n
for Ket.....·s ..,i"al "'Ii... Sa'id I.id thot he oould no, do .nY'h;"1 fll.th., 0 ...
had hcc" u"",i ... n<>1 '0 silence Ihe Mosloafi-y. H .....h ... i.h pr.",o... in ... hieh u'"
the ';Iu.,io" "'o<lld ne"e. hlYe eOme '0 thi.. He had dooe h.. bell. bUI ,be [',emad al·
Douleh ....nled '0 col1ce. ,h. claim ne" if ,his ....,. to me." ,hal tho vee ...oold
I..... P."'a altos.'he •. Mirza Rdi'o ,old Sohid Ihnt the [·'.m.d al·Doul.1I h~d ,a,d
to It,m th.. h. bid "Ot hurd I .in,le "Ium.", why ho sholiid ..... , The ,hnhbonda.
and olhe bad poinlCd 0111 10 h,m .h' ... illt<lu, Ihe Dlltch he could nOI d.1l ... ,tb.•hc
MUSQat bI. bUI he did "Ot ...ut 1<> be und.. oblipl'o" 10 th.m. He .... d.'.rm,,,ed
1010 .he.d wilh h" pl.n t<> eolle.. ,he Sh.h'. cllim. TIJ. MollOII[i·y. th....1t hod

"



IlreOllbeoed bii determination. for be hd poioted out Ib~1 it '"'... elear hom Ibe
book. of tbe VOC broker. in BandIT 'Abbas thll the Shah'l elaim wal even biuer
lhan be hod thought. Thele brokers "'ere lhererore to be lummoned TO have their
bookl examined. Mirza Rari·. did nOl know whelher th E'lemad al-Oouleh bad
already decided 10 do 10, bUI il would be: wiser 10 live preseoll oow io order '0
pfe.ent thi. eal~mily.

On No.embe, 30, 1715 Sa.h,d had .pio visited Mjru Mlthdi Tbe 1~t1er !lad
lpoken wilh Ihe E"'tUltl<l 'I-Daule!l, wloo did 001 Walil 10 eh.llle his Illilld, He had
deelded 10 IUllllllOo the VQC IIro"e>1 from BaodlT ·Ab..... with ,heir boo"L For Miru
Mahdi'. sake, the E'temad ~1·Dauleh _, w,lliOI to W1Iil for Ketella' if Ocll woold
I,ve 'he Shah a p''''eOI of 3,000 'Olll&Oi and himself t,~O 10maOL If Oe:lI were 00'
"·,lllng '0 do 10, he ",oold order 'he elli", to be collee'ed. After Sahid'. ,eporl, Oell
lenl h,m back 10 Mina Mahd, wilh Ihe mesnae thu he really could Dol live pre«ots,
1101'Ove" Ketelur would be a~lho,ized 10 do 50, although he relt tha' 3,000 'oman,
\\a, '00 mucn Mi,za Mandl replied LnUl all lbele a'iuments were qui'e reuonable,
bUl Ih.y we'e all known 10 th. E'temad ll-Dooleh who had nOt ruponded, If Oets
"ould I'V. p,es.nts., ,he E"emad ~1·Oouleh would reel morally obliled to Iupport Ihe
Du,eh, bUI if ne did oot ,et nylh,ol n. ",ollld h~v. 00 se,opln io """yiol OU' his
,n'en,ioDL Slhid oeve'llIele... uted him to uri. pa,iu.ce.

Octs ..... U hi .... its e"d; "obody ....... abl. o. p••pared 10 ,"l.,e.de for ,he VOC
1D~mo.e The E'lemad aI·Doul.h aeh.d as if h.....f. ,h. ki"l lIi...... lr 18d had 001
ev.o ,e.ponded '0 his lelle, of No.embe, 17, while he hd 00 rClelioo .ithe, to hit
appeal for help rrOOl Band.. 'AbbaL

0" Deeemhe' 5, 1715 ,he E'lemad al·Doulen .enl fo, Sanid aod alked him
whet ncr Mohammad Ja'fl' Bes would have Wilh him a w"llen eommilment b}' Ihe
Go""no,-Gene,al slatinllh.1 Keltl.~r would pay tne Shlh'S claim. Sahid replied Ihat
th" was nOt known in the Eshhan ofnee. The E'tem.d a)·Douleh reacted ans,ily,
U~;ol IhaL 0 ... prel.oded "01 to have Illeh iofo.mu;on, He th.fefo,e d.m.a ..dcd ,Inl
Octl .il" a .'Ue....'" in which h. pfomised 10 pay 'he Shah'. tlai", if Mohamou.d
h'hr Bel did no' hue aueh a ""ille" comlllJt ...... l. He reported bae~ 10 0.1s., WilD
(Ou..d tbe E'lelllld al,Dool.h'. be.ltniou, dilto.binl " ..d seo, Sahid hae~ wil.h a
,eQuesl fo. a dtlay K.tel..r had jull Irrived in Ba"dar 'Alrha, a"d wOllld ooon aJlIle
10 nesol;ale abolll allthei, differe"eu.

Lat.. CelS sent Sahid 10 Mina Sa'id Moham",ad a ..d Lo bolh Miru. Rafi'u 10
make il tlea, 10 Ihem thU OelS could nol possibly .isn .ueh a IlUemeot. He requelled
them '0 perlulde the E'lelllad al-Ooulch 10 eene alking ror lueb • $I"l.menl. The
keeper or lh. leal S3id that h. would do hi, hell, bUl only ir Ihe E'temad al·Oooleh
rai.cd Ihe mll'e' wilh him. Tbe olhe, ,wo .e"tlemeo "id the Slme. Oels thto .cnt
Sahid 10 Mirza Esm.a'jl and Mirza Mahdi w;tn the Ume ,equeSl Thcy both nid thaI il
WIll 00 use, but promised to uy.

Fiv. da" later ,h. tlbio Mohalllmad Reza 8., .:a.m. '0 f.,eb Sabid who hId
COftIe 10 coll.l:! the ....Iemenl. <>ell 1t"1 Sahid .ith I petilioo to Ihe E'lemad al-Douleh
whom he .oold .Ull see.. Oa Ocec",be, D, 'he Mosloll(i-ye khuseh iofo,med Soahid
Illal he had beeo "harled by Ihe E',clllld ll_Dollleb .i,b rho h ..dliol of ,h. SlUeme,,',
$.:thid lold him thaI Celli had .eol I pelilioo lhou' Ihi. malt., '0 'he E',emld al·
Doul.h and Iho....d the lUI 10 him. Wh.n lhe MOSloufi·ye klluseh II.d rud the
pe,ition, he ,~id ,hal the E'temad al-Dollieh would nOI be IUiiried by it "nd if he did
nO' gel ,he ,isn.d Ital.menL, he would ••nd Kalb 'Ali Il.S to cOme and coll.el the
money. He ord.red Sahid 10 come 10 hiID early neU mo,oio. to thll Ihey could 10 and
visit the E'temld al-Doutell 10lelhe,

Octs imIDedialely seat Sallid '0 Mirn Malldi ",ith a roQuesl 10 ,pelt 10 lh.
E'temad al-Dollleh lboul this maU.r, Miru. Mahdi said ,hal h. had already tried
",0',,"1 .i to raise Ih• ..auer. bo' W rat .00 loud opporlu.oity bid "Her.d IllClf. He
"'oold 1<. 0tI. finl allempl 0.0 oa:.IIl\>t, 15, I"" lba, 'eally ...ould be ,h. lUI lime
thai he would raise Ih. QUUlioo, oalesl Ocll ",,,uld li.e 1,500 to"'.... 10 lb. E"l.mad
al_DOllleh. Thllnmc dlY a le"er arrived f,oID Ba.od.. 'Abbas instrueliol Cell '0 lIid.
the mon.y belonli"l to tbe VOC io I Itcro' aod nrc place.

•



finally decided to give
u possible There were

6,000 dnc."
800 ducats

SO duc.I,
SO duql.

6,900 dUCal.

On December 14, 1715 Fran~Qi$ Sallie! ,oge,ber Wilh ,he Mo"o~ri·l'. kll,,,."
went to se. the E',e=d aJ_Douleh_ Sallid hod ;D!lru.tion, to uk the Mostoufi-l'.
kilo..." 10 suppon the vae. io which cas. rho Company would nol be uogtald,,!.
Aft.r the E',emad aJ-Dollle" had received the petition he .aid tha, he was nol plea.ed
01 all. He would firs, di,eu" the malle, wi,h tlle Shah and 'hcn .cnd hi, Lobin. 10
collect Ihe claim. 1l wa, clear thaI the E'lemad al·Douleh wan led '0 he c(lvered Ill' lhe
Shah before ri,king an open conflict Wilb the vae. which would play into hi,
enemi.,' hand•.

Miru R9fj'o, ,he priva,e secre,ory, informed Sahie! em Dc.em!>e, 16 lho, th.
E'lemad ,,1·Douleh hod again di.cussed the maUer of ,ending for 'he vae broke"
from Band" 'Abbas, which he hod advised against. Sahid was also ,eol for b,' Mi,to
M;lhdi, who told him thai he had spohn with the E'temod al·Douleh the previous
night, The lalter had been stubbafo and said tbnt if Oel' did nOI give 'he presen" he
hod asked far. he would carry oul hi, pl.n. Mirza Mahd; .. id thO! he no longer doted
to di.cuss lhi. malte', uoless Oet, wauld give pre,cnl', in which case he might change
hi, mind,

Oets and his cnuncil di.cu"ed thcir predicament aod
prescnts in o,del to minimize thc dam.ge la the voe as mueh
o number of ,easaos fo, thi, deci,ian:

(i) Tbe F.'temad al·Douleh', charnclc< and hi, bchaviou, '0 far, and ,he facl
,h3l he would .end hi. tabin. who would u,e fo,ee to collect Ihe Sh.h', cI.im;

(ii) F.,eculion of the E'lemad al-Douleh" iOleotions would do much do mage
to the VOC;

(ii;) Although hidden, lhe vae cnpilnl would yield no inlCrCS', while d'afts
'0 an amount nf g,OOO taman. could nOl bc colleeled in th31 evenl:

(iv) Thc VOC could nOI change gold ducat. any morc:
(v) Jf duc.ts were ch.nged ,ecrclly nO merehaot' would be prepJfed to

".o.po,t Ih..e '0 Bando< 'Abb..:
(vi) The F.'lemod al-Douleh "'auld oot allow Ihe voe e.,nao, '0 lonvc

without p.yment of cu"om. ond rahd.,i. Ma<cover, the pr..ence of hi, ,"biM i" the
voe hou.e would keep merchoot' from coming there;

(,ii) The ['"mad ol-Douleh ",ould send for Ihe voe broke" with their booh
from Bandar 'Abba,:

(viii) The F.'lemad al·Doulch would demand impo", and in e:t,e of ,cfu,,1
would prohibit lhe vae from ..Hiog it. goods;

(ill) Tbe F.'temad al·Douleh was the VOe'. main eont.ct, .nd if he did nO,
get a p,esent, it would lend to strained rel.tinn. witb the voe and inte,fere ",ilh
Ke'danr', mi.. ion, If pre..nt. were giyen rhen ,hal mi"ion ...ould become a ,ueee".

Allhough Ihete "'os ,om. truth io all lhc<e nine .'gnmeo" 'hey .1,0 ""'ed to
p,otect aets and hi. council ngain't the ",ralh of the Go"erno,·Gencr.L Fo, Oct,
wonld 001 be 'ble to deoy thaI the F.'lemad .1·Dooleh migh, havc pl.ycd • very good
game of bluff, The Te,"S. could nol and cannol be p'oved eithcT

After thi, deci.ion Oe" ,ent Sah;d to Mi<Ja Mahdi with lhe m.... Be Ibnt ~<

",anted to give a pTesenl of 2,000 due..s, bul he con,idered ,hi. 10 be tao ,m.1I •
pre..nt .od suue'ted an amount of 7,000 duealS, S.hid IVa. al.o SeOt '0 Ihe Mosloafi·
ye kha"eb, and to Mi". Rafi'a, Ihe keepcr of lhe ... 1, with the promi.e of "
con,iderable present if they were able to change the F.'temad al·Douleh', mind. Afler
sevef.1 day, Mi"a I>lohdj ;nlo,med Oets lhal lhe F.'temad al-Douleh would aeceo'
6,000 ducat., which matler he h.d di,cu",ed wilb him in 'he presencc of lhe M"""ufi­
ye khuseb and Mirz. Rafi'a. On December 25, 1715 the F.'lcmad .l-Douleh sen' fo,
Sahid and lold him that be had spoken about Ihe ;'sue to Ibe Sbab and he had o,dered
him to delay .c,ion aSaiOlt Ihe vae until Ketelaa,'s ."iv.L Do December 27 S.h;d
honded over Ihe followinB p'escn,,,

to the F.'temad al·Dauleh
10 tbe Mo'toufi-;'e khasseh
10 Mirn R.fi'., mohTdar
to Mi..a Rafi'a Soheb·e raqam
TOlal:

•

I•
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Miru Mlbdi informed Oell 011 lIc:lulf of lhe E'lemad aJ-Dollleb lbal lbe laller
wOllld beoedonb .tIo... bi, hi<lld,bip for lhe voe. lodeed. 1101;1 Keldllr'1 arrival ill
May 1717. Ihe VOC slart we'e liven 00 more botber by lbe E'lemad ll-Dooleh 0' 1l1he.
mini'le.s. Tbe MaslOllfi-ye th.....b 111o promised lhe VOC hi. (i.m IIlpport. lI

NOI..

I VOC "". r. 21. 24 (24J]/16)
L VOC 1116. r. 209 (19/11/15)
3 VOC 1116. f. 312 (19/11/15)
4, VOC IIlli. f. 277-71 (UflO/Ul; VOC 1119. r. 15 (30/11/16)
5 The Qa••hi trollhi i. lhe comll1lod.. or Ihe mounled I'OOPS (qo'e";')
6. VOC 11M, r 271-79 (UIIO/lS)
7. Ibid,
I, voe 11&6. f.24 (24/l/l6): Miru (lafi'a••he uhel>-c n.qam, w.. lhe aUlbo, of

,he illl.po,talli ,Ule manual O."u' al-Molut. probably ..,;nen in 1715. WhcD he
..... appoinled ",olloufi al-malllalet by ....btar Khan. ,be ... r,bsn ruler of Iran

9, voe 1116, f. 19()..91; 2()()..203 (9/9/lS); f, 22-2} (240/16)
10, voe 1116, f 215 (29/9/15); VOC 1175, f, 63 (3112/16)
I I voe 1881, r. 216, 219·20 (29/9/15); voe 1179. f. 64·69 (3/12116). Oel! Ibn

strelled lhc fael Ihal thousand. of people ,n han earned a livelihGOd
because of voe lradin. activitie., voe 1111, f. 223-15

12 voe 1816, f. 231 (29/9/15); f. 2J4-H (9/10115); voe 1197, f. 69-77 (J/121l6)
13 voe IU6, r. 253 (9/10/15); f 261 (22/10/15)
14 Ibid.• r. 296·306
15 vee 1197, f. 77, 90 (J/12/15)
t6 vee 1886, f. 292 (22/10/15)
17 voe 1816, f, JJJ·J4.1. lH-57 (11/11/15): voe 1197. r. 71_11 (J/12/16); VOC

1186. r. )62 (24/11/1.1)
II. voe 1116. f 365-74 (1/12/15): r, J90-400 (2/1/16); vee 1197, r. 12-106

(3/l2/16~ The 6.900 ducu. paid by Oel. were equIllO 96.600 mlhmudll or
Orr. 41.05.1.



~. THE "fiSSION OF MOHAMMAD JA'FAIl: BEG

Oa April ~, 11U Ibc ship C/oa,lm, h.d Irriwcd ia Batawia ... ith Macarc. Moham,nd
Ia'fa, 8I:S and n "",wanl.. Tb. Gowc,oo,-G...... I and hi, ~ol1o~il d.cid.d 10 .rr."
MJ;care immediat.ly. but to besin lb. tri.l only arte, Mohammad Sa'ra, Bel'l
departu,e. Mohammad sa'r;, BCI did not inquire .rte, Maca,e Inymn,., 10 the
Go¥c'lIo,-Gene..1 bond.d him owcr to thc 'lIorneY-lene,al Oil May 3. 111~,l

Tbe traasla.ioll or Mobam"",d Ia'ra. Bel" cfede"bals took ",me time. so the
oCCic;,,1 disc_ions with 'be VOC oDI)' Itaned OD II"e 24, IllS DI.iD. th."" '-"lh ;,
bce2"'" .I.af tbat Mohammad b-r., B.I bad DO aulbo,ity to oelotiatc wilb til. VQC
aboul Ih. ptopo••d chlBlI.' in the c:omm.,cial "eaty. H< infotmed the VOC
negotinlng tnm tbn ir the Comoaoy could 00' "8,ee 10 the oew l,eUr, it mU", leod •
ole .. ipole"'ia,y 10 Persil 10 o~n nelotiatioo.... itb ,he E·l......d al·Doul."

MohamlOld II'r.. B•• al>o pracoted Ihe VOC .i,h a a.le"lat,oo or I Per"...
cllim 00 the VOC I ..d VOC pcnollncl, most DC ...bid••I! 00 Iccoun, or Buk.r
lI«1b.. "boo. ,bc taller he lool.d. eOlllllla;"t .ith t.p.d to his be/l1wiou, ;11 I<n...l
lid his eOlltlel1 WIth the Mu,qat Arabs in PI"ieullt H. added tha' B.eker Jacob,'
Ix:hlwiou. ,oward. h;m••lf bad b«n off<nl;w. lGO, Mohammad JI'rar B.S l<>tIl
orreoee a, ,be "".st of M:teare and ",ked ,hi' he b. Ii .... mOre rre.dom or mov.menl
OUt or r.,o.c, to Ih. E',emld II-Douleh,'

The u:cond 'ound of talb took IlIICC On lUi)' 23, I1U, Ou"ns th .. diICu",on
lIu:. Voc <!t'J.q,J!.'mt. ;,.,.0;...."'"~o. )a'1ar llcS fha, ,h. -Cow.mo,·Genen.1 hd
dc.idcd 10 ~.Ito..n .lIIm> X~.....~.r.-· n .,.ml'~<lb, (0 f'l" 10 d'-ICUII .h. ou's'and,,,,
Ilrobl.1ILS nexl y.... Blck.. Jacoba would be recalled '0 Bnlwia '0 ,iwe an .ecounl of
him""lf in vi ..... of Ih. many eomlllaiOll aboul him. Mohammld la'rar B.S wa. ve'l'
pkllled ... ith these decisions. H. al", Il.c<cot.d the VOC ... ith a new docum.n, which
he bad been char••d to band to the Company, In w, .... of th. raci Ihn Moh.mmad
Ia'far Bel ..... lbout '0 r.turn and tbe ,ime it would tlke to Ifansille 'be docum.nt
1l.0IlCrly. ,h. VOC d.I.lnion Ilropos.d 'Ion Keldur .bould diICuSl it> con'cn" ;n
Persi•. But Mohammad Ja'f.r B., i"lil'.d On ....pon"" by the VOC, SO hc ,awc ,hem
••ummtry of the document. The I.U rai ••d ,.ven iSlu."

(i) .... n .nqu;ry a. to ...heth.r the vOC would a,...
tn ,h. '.rm. or Ih. 0•• com"""ciat tr.aty.
(ii) ..... e"qui,y as 10 .h.lh.. the VOC would PlY
,he Peuian c1.i", or 1~,69~ tOlOllns.
(iii) .... ,eques, to h.w. Back., 1.cobl .nd the o,he,
VOC 'erwan" Ilay lbeir ,hare Or lh. Pers;.n cla,m
(Iv) .... eomolaiat about ,h. b.h.wiou, or Back••
J'CObl to...",d. Mi. Mo't......
(w) .... ,eques, '0 P'CSCOt tbe reuia" ,nwcru....n.
witb a unifi.d I ..d sal.d lisl or .11 VOC imllO't..
("i) .... request '0 be .llo d '0 bUy loods tt. the
"Ilue of SO.aoo ,ijksd.uld cost'o,ice
(vii) .... ,.qu•• t to ,.nd ~oun, .lephants to the Shah II
S\HIn as possibl •.

The VOC del...lio.. ,espond.d .i'h '.tard to po,n,. ;, i;. ii,. i ... and v th'
'h.... would be di""ussed by Ket.ln,. With ....rd to point 1 ,be dclelUioD .ubmlll.d
'hal ,he .lellhlllU had .lready lIcen ordered r'om C.ylon. With rell,d '0 point 6, ,he
del.Sltioa rellli.d that compliance wilh thll ,equesl .... u impossible in v;cw of lbe rael
Ihat Ihe Shah receiv.d quite a .olume of "CCol"it;e' goodl each year. Mohammad
Ia'h, Bel....ho 'Ilpelled to Ix: sati.n.d ... ith theu: ructio..... IIted ..hcth.. Ke'.la..·•
c.ed.nlial. mil/II Iiso be ",,;u.n ill. Por,uluac.'

0 .. Jnty 31, 171~ Moham_d h'rar BeS left B:lluia lboard "WpI beau"" the
E't.mad al-Oooleh had I!ked. lkat ". be back II ,h. carlies' co" ...."i.nce For h..
ex!le..,es du,in. ,h. re,u,n woya,e ,be VOC acco,d.d him 360 rijksduld.r, I/Cr montb,
while hc 3100 ,eceiv.d 600 rijk,duld.'s' vllu. in gOO<ls as a prelcn,. How.v.r, due '0



cont"ry winds 'lGt'yn only reaehed Surat on November 2. whore be met Keldaar He
len Surat on November 2S and arrived in Bandu 'Abbas On December 25, 17IS.' Thc
VDe slafr welcomed Mohammad Ja'far Beg Wilh much pomp; aod Ihe laller exp""ed
his ,ali.f"elion about hi. receplioo in Batavia.'

From Bondar 'Abbas. Mohammad Ja'far Beg wrote to the Governor·General tn
thank him ror his reecplion io Baravia aad to .nnounee his safe arrival. He furlher
informed Ihe Governor_General abnut the fOCI that a 101 of illegal privote tradiog was
carried on by voe personnel. The.. goods were imporled as if Ihey were Voe
properly and in 'hi' W3~ pa~ment of custom. ond other impOSIS wa, circumvenled
Mohammad Jo'far Beg espeei.ll~ aecu,ed the voe inlerpreter .nd broke" or Ihi;
praclice, but at Ihe ,ame lime also .ecused Ihe direeror and hi, main 'I.ff membeu of
this untaward activity. Mahommad l3'f.r Beg .ubmilled lhal he hod (nrgollen 10 roi'e
Ihi' is,ue in B'lOvia; it had only been during a eonversalion with Kelelur in SUIOI
lhat he hnd remembered il. lie h.d .!so informed Ihe voe 'Iorr in Bandar 'Abba,
about this maUer nod h.d reQue'ted them to seod hi' le!!e' 10 Batavia. lIeeau," he had
received no reply from them. he eoocluded thai lhey we,e probably involved in lhis
pracI;ce. He reQllested the Governor·General to ioslruet Kelelur to sec 10 il lhat lhele
pracliee' were stOpped, fo' lhey !I,ve the vee a had oame.~

On Febru",y 2, 1716, Oets «ported Ihat Ihe E'temad al-Doukh h3d not becn
di,plea'ed wilh Mohammad J,,·fa, Beg's .rrival. Mnreover lhe laller .aid Ihat he had
been reoeived very well al oil voe establishment'. Hi. nnly oomplainl was lhat hi,
payment had nO( been 'ufficLenl In enver Iho eo.l of lravel belwocn lIandar 'Abbas
and F.'fohan. Allhough lhe E'lemad II-Douleh aod other courtiers did nol believe Ihis.
Oets asked Banvi. to 'end him" detailed "atemenl of all preseots and paymenls
which Mohammad Jo°far lIeg had enjoyed for hi. use if need ",o;e. l

Mohammad JI'far Beg arrived on March 14, 1116 in Esfahan, There he sang.
Intally different .ong. He eompl.ined lhal he had been tUlolly ruined by thi. voyage
beeau,e of Ihe high eO.1 inVOlved. Moreover he had not been properly ro<eioed and
treated by the vee rcprc,"nlative, aoywhue. The pre,en!; he had been given hd
been dam.ged during Ihe voyaHe, '0 he had suffered a 10... The E'lemad .l-Douleh's
,ecretary, Mirza Raf,'a, ,old Sahid lhal he was oonvinoed thaI Mohammad la'far Beg
had beeo well received everywhef< and thai ooe enuld nol expecI aoy re,clion exoopt
of ingratitude, He had deafly rai'ed lhe.e malter. for penonal Bain, bUI nobody at
court believed him. On May I, 1716 Ocr. reported thaI nobody talked about
MOhammad Ja'for Bog any mOre. Keleiaar neverlheless ,ent him a note on his orrival
lO renew the", friendly relation'hip, although Balovia eommonted lhal Mohammad
h'f.. Beg h.d nOI reaeled properly In Ihe hnnours shown h,m which had been more
,han due 10 his 'Ialion I

The new rirman broughl by Mnhammad J.'far Beg coolaiued a ,ummary or all
earlier (irman. which had boeo gr3nled "' woll a, • caleulalion of .lIeged ..reau in
paymeots of eo,lom. and imposts ;n view of Ihe volume of past silk deliveries.
Mareover, the Shah elaimed lha' vee ,ero.ols hod mi.u,ed Ihe privileges which he
had B'anted to the voe (or Iheir owo gain, ,n lhat the farme .. or the duent-e.port
toll. could nOt po~ him hi. due. The Shah. therefnre, had decided th.1 .11 vee sood'
wonld haoe to be sold .ueordiog 10 old lradil;on lO the mc,ehanl' in Daodar 'Abba,.
The laller then would h.ve to pay Ihe eU'lOmS rales as well as Ihe one per cont impo,1
on specie e.port."

Secondly, if the vee w.nted lO lake good. to E,fahan itself il would hove 10
pay Ihe divani imposts in accord.oce wilh Ihe slipulations of the old firmao•.

Thirdly, in order In prevenl fraudulenl l.. n.porting of good. of p,ivale
merehanl' among.t Iha,e of ,he vee, a. had been doae in Ihe pOSI el~ven year••,
.how~ by Ihe beaks of Ihe VDe brokers, the DUleh would have 10 pack all lheir gnod,
in Esfahan u~der the eyes of lwo ,oy.l .npervisors. These good. would only be
allowed 10 he Iransponed wheo these men had i..ued a praperly 'ealed pa.. nr permit,
whieh "'os '0 he .hown ta Ihe ,nad-suard. (r~hd~rs). Fourthly. the voe would be
allowed 10 caparl specie from Elfoh.n. bnl only on the eondition or payment af a
seven per eenl impOll and accompanied by • permil iS1ned hy the two above-menlioned
royal .uporV;'OfS.



T.IlI. I, S.l. or Goolil Ily VOC 1. Ed.lln (1651.1114)

Yen Malunudis Gllildo..

16S2/S3 31.263 12,SOS
16B/S4
1654/H
1655/56
16S6/S1 36,620 11,411
1657/Sa SS,914 19,591
16Sa/S9
1659/6(1 lOUSS 36,17S
166(1/61 206,299 72,204
1661/62 2,,2&0 '"1662163 1,641 ''''1663/~ 23,034 1,061
1664/65 " "166S/66 '" ",
HI66/61
1(161161 '" '"1661/69 '"

.,
1669/14
1674/7S 11,990 34.849
161S/16 159,724 61.aU
1616/11 14,091 31,491
1611f1' 34,720 14,1$6
1611/19 202,111 16,265
1679/10 11,702 )),023
1610/Bl 169.909 72,211
1611/12 moo 9,690
1612/'3 64.246 21,304
16U/9O
1690/91 266.590 113,300
1691/92 1,211,141 S«U34
1692/93 32,,61a Il.I92
1693/96
1696191 4,162 1,7 II
169711703
1703/04 ". '"1700f/14

Tensl: 2,926,115 1.210,493

100 Mahmudis .. I loman



I

The Governor·Gener,1 ,nd hi, council ,ook lhe following po, it ion reg"ding
the,e four point'. which Kc,clur h,d '0 u'e '0 argue ,he YOe', co,e in E,f,hnn. The
previou. rirmnn. oil Slo,ed unequivoe,lIy lha, ,he YOe hod Ihe righl 10 I,"de freely
onywhere in Pe"i" a f,et whieh ,he new firmoo did 1101 deoy. However. nlthough
,ince 1645 ,he proclice hod bcon '0 .ell YOe good. in B.ndor 'Abbas 'hi, did not meon
Ih" .. Ie. WOfe not mode cI,ewhe .. a, well. A' lhe dalO in Table I ,how. from 1652 '0

17140 10.. 1 of almost 30,000 (omon,' wOrlh w.. ,old in E,fahon .. well. The YOe
would oppo,e any restriction on ,hi, rillh" ,he mOrt .0 .ince it would allow merchants
10 {arm. cortel ond COrner ,he markel. thereby forcing ,he yoe 10 occcpt 'he lerm,
of the <Oriel Thi. would he impo"'ble If the yee could tron'pn" its Good. el.ewhere
in Per.io wi'hoUl hov,ng '0 poy du,ie,.

The Sh,h ollowed ,he YOe '0 con,inue this proc,i... but only on condi,ion lhot
" poid divani impn" just like n,her mereh,nt•. Thi,. however, v.... con'rary 10 the
righr gronled in 1652 hy Shah 'Abba. ll. to von Leene by Soleim.o. and '0 Hoogbmer
by Solt.n Ho,ein io 1701. Then il w•• stoted ,hal ,he yee wa, ,"corded toto 1
esomption f,om duti.. for impo'l and export of good' 10 ,he value of 20.000 'oman,.
Mureover. van Leene h.d 0.1.0 .cquired • confirmation of ,he righ' gran,ed in 1632
exempting the voe rrom rahdar;. Finally ,he YOe had oe~" p.id any du,i ... and .0
lhe Shah'. claim was not based on any preced.n,.

With regard to the ,h;rd point. the eumin",lon of 'hc packing or the good' and
the obligation to h~ve a permi,. 'he Go~ernor·Gcncral allowed that lhe 1635 and 1652
firman$ appeared to bu, lhe Shah ouL For ,here il had b.cn .tal.d ,hat" .ealed
p"mi, i..ued by (he vazir,'o kalama," ..d a r.p,csen"'iv. of the darngh.h" must be
ohtained " proof ,hat only yee gnod, were tran,ported. Although this pre,upposed
prior examination, ,h. Governor·Gen.ral argued that io fact ,hi, praeliee had fallen
,nlo di,use. 'he more '0, ,ince the minting of eoi01 in E,hhon h.d heen ",opped and
in,tead ,he impost on export of dueats ,ntroduced. Bes;dcs, lhe Yee had becn given
Ihe tiGh' '0 forbid Pe,,;,n official, 10 open its cas.,. ohe",. and bales. The Gov.rnor·
General was prep. red to give in on lhis poin'. n.v.nhel...... long as Ihi, did oat
re,ull in Ie" re,peel .how" '0 ,he VOt. and delay'. inconveni.nc•• 'nd "oubl•. and as
long as ,h. f~<l lhat ,he nec.ssary porlers. pack." ~nd o,hcr I. hour would not have '0
be paid for by tile YOe.

Wilh r.gard to ,he fourth pOiOI. ,h. paymen, of .n impost of ,e"'n per o<a' on
the expon 00 .peci•. ,he Go_eroor·Gener,I conlid.red ,hi. '0 b. ,otally oontrary to tbe
righl granted in 1695, stipulating that all proceed, exceeding ,he cash needed {or the
paym.n' of ,ilk could be exported .od no mention of aoy impost was made. Tbe
Governor-Gene..1 rejected th. Shoh'. claim that ,hi. had no' b••n explicitly Sl'led,
and tha' ,herefore he now eoold daim .och p.ymen,- Th. Persi.n govern men I knew
perfectly well 'hat ,he YOe could nOI ,pend .11 of 'he 20.000 lOm.n. on .ilk,
espedully when lillie Or no .ilk "' all w.. delivered. ConseQuently. 'he r.maining e.,h
had .Iso 10 be included in ,he exemption from t..... If Ihi, wcre no' ,h. m•• ninG or
Ihc firman ;, wonld h•. ,h. Governor-Generol orgued, a 'o,.lly superflnou' and
preposterous '"gb,': ;n foct, a r;gh, 00' wonh .rgniog o"er. sine. in ,hU .a" 'he voe
was fre. '0 <spOrl ,peeie like any other pri_~te merchnn •. pro,'id.d i, p.id one per
ce", <,<pOrl d~'y.

Wilh «gard '0 ,he can ten,S of the E'tem~d aI·Douleh', lener, a. well os 10 those
points rai,ed by Mohammad lo'far Beg. Ihe Governor·Gencr~1conclud.d lh. following;

The E',emnd .1·Douleh had maintoined lhat durinG the la" cleven years. 'h.
YOe .nd ill ,",van" had ne;th.,. poid duli.. on the exporl of .pecie. nor on
lhe ,onual ;mpon of vee llood. obove 20,000 ,omao, 10 a lotol amount of
17,90710m3nS.

To be preei ,he Shah claimed ,ha, durinG ,he period 1701·1711 ,"me 1.709,245
golden du hud been exported by ,he voe flam E,f.hao. According '0 ,he yee
E.f.han trade book•. Ihc voe had only exported 1.605.000 d~.." dUlIng Ihe same
period. or 104.245 dne.IS 1.". In addition ,he Shah claimed 'hat good' value~ ~4,l99

"
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A. Duty 011 lh~ ~~porl of 1,709,24S golden
duealt III 60 dinafl pee dueal

din'"
4,700

8. CUllom.s al a 'lie or I~ OU impp<t, in B.andar 'Abbas
ueeedini Ibe 20,000 lumallS ....1'm1lIPC

'o"'s'" dinn 'O""'D' 11>Il.Ol..

yeu J ),432 '" 2,000
year 2 un S,HS on 3,150
yeu 3 1,999 5,400 >9, 9,S40
yur .. 1,119 3.S00 '" 9,350
yu' S) 2,161 1,11$ '" 1,880
yea, 6}
Vear 1 S,707 6,22S '" 1,610
yu, I 4,692 ,."'" '" 2,590
yca,9 3,91) 9.0'" '" 7,910
yea, 10 1l,9S4 ',4)0 1,395 4,"5
yea, II blnt

To'al U.J99 3.6J5 .,4]9 9,3H

TOlal 10 I>c paid b~ VOC 14,69S 4,OH

TOlal III be paid by VOC K,~.nlO 3,~ 12 I.C!6

To,.1 claim; 17,9(11 :69

Ta~I.): bporl Df eDI.n ••<IlS b, ,b. \lOC fro.. Bao"ar 'A••u (1701.12)

ye..

1701/02
1702/0)
1703/04
1104/0S
1705/06
1106/07
1701/01
170'/09
1709/10
1110/11
1711112

TOlal

number "r dUe3ls

1l0,Oll0
162,000
124,000
172,000
57,600

270.000
IlI,ooo
129,OOC
179,000
91,000

2sti,ooO

~.Iue in luilde's

1.149,100
1.034,494

792,012
1,091,395

367.t14
1,724,120

111,126
123.n4

1.143,001
619.429

1,134,571



lom~ns hd been .sPOrted by lbe VOl: frolll Banda. •... bba. during nUl 'lime period On
w/lich llle voe bad nol paid collOIDS duties.

The Governor-General coulllucd tllat. iodc«l. as showlI in Table J. Ihe voe
had upgncd 1,760(,600 dunto (,om Banda, ''''bbas duri_. rhe ,duea•• period. or
H.lS6 mOre thaa the Shah bad .tai....d. He lhcrdo.e ordered Kcl.I.., to COlllll., lh
Shall', c!aien .. ilb lbe rollo...illl a'llIlDClll!;: ill Ihe n .. , pbce the Sh.1.b Illould allow.
,.doct;oll of lbe Iota] allloolli of aood' uportcd ncecdiol lhe 20.000 tOmalll' 111111111
Ii"", ""tb llle 1""'11'11> of leu lhlft 20,000 lomlns' llllloal tUrnOYe' Ity llle VOC. w"i.b
had bee .. Ihe a.o.e ill S<II11C ra..... If IIIU 1',lIaKoI ,,·u nol <:OIlY;lIe;"1 .",oo,b.
Ketd.., mlde tbe poi", ,hal even if the VOC accepted lhe SlIah'. na"'. of 1,709,145
d"""ll. Ihe .mOUIlI of "'<llley dll. '0 tbe Shih ..., l= 111311 he claImed (Table .).

U"III Ihe al1lO"'" of lSD,'11 d"CCJIS IS 'he baOc. for csleul1uiOll, all ou'.lalldill'
upon dU'l of Onll J.S09 'OlllUI i..lud of ID,2SS 10.....11. c<>uld be dauaed by lhe
Shih. However, Ke,clur _as 1101 to I,ve ill oa Ihis poia .. bUI 10 poill' Olll 'Ill' ia
,nlily Ihe VOC had uported less ,btll II .20,000 'a"'.... du,illl Ihe COllleSied pcrilld.
The Gove,nor-Gene..1 Hid Ihl! Ke,el.., shauld press ,bi< poinl llroally, beoause ,be
Penlan ,overn"",n1 bad na idea I! aU haw ", ..eb h.d beell imported .ad upofted
MIIreore" lhe Sa"'e line af .,...meal hd worked lue,,,,,,srully ...me len ynn C3,lier

Wi,h reg"d ,a Ihe elli", of .,.)9 10mano fo. IlIOlll imponed eaeeeding Ihe
annual 20,000 la.-f,ee li",i" Ke,elu, m".1 de,ermine Ihe annUlI ..er.ge I",nare'
since 1652, p,or;n, ,ha, Ihis .ve,"se ",as Ie... Ihan 211.0011 tomans. In .ddition,
Ketel •• , mu" point out Ihlt drafts .emilled 10 Banda. 'Abb" al.o inclUded old debu,
moni.s eo\lecl.d f,om past ynrl, Illd Olher such i'enu. Fo. Keteln,'1 informllian.
the Go.erno,·Ceneral added ,hu ,he vee had indeed "aded mo,. Ihan the 20,000
lom.n. lax-f.ee lim" du,in. ,he cle.. n yn. period, .. i••hown in Tnble S. Thul, ,he
Vee had in f••, sold 91,414 ,omanl of goodl m"ro than was allowed w,thout p.y'ng
t.n per <onl customs dut'es. The Sb3h cauld cllim payment of 9,141 tomans in CUltoms
dut'.s. in"o.d of tho 4,439 to",anl ellim.d by him. In .dd";on, 4,S22 tOmon' mo,e
hlld been lold, .. ithou' p.yilll Cultoml duti •• , durilll the penod of 1711-1714, ore,
which 4n taman. "ollid be claim.d, 0' • 10lAI ot .,974 to.....o•. Howe"e,. Kelda.. w..
,ostruc,ed 1101 '0 Agree .0 p~ymellt of ullp~;d CU"om. dllties "nder All)' eircumstlncn
He wu to txlillt ou' thlt ,ince 1652 lhe Voe had .old Ie.. than 211,OOO ,OmlO< wotth
On In Inll11l1 b~oi .. ~. well U to us. whu.ru o,her Ulumenl1 '''lIe.ted Ihe",... I....
Fur.her",are, Ke.c1nr m"St "'Ike i. el •• , ,h•• I ... i'hd.....1 of Ihe voe f,om Peni.
"'auld ,..ult in I dediue or the roy.1 ,evell"...

The Go"r1Io,-G.ner~1 .150 instr"e••d Itet.l.., '0 look inlo the d."... made OD
the VOC in.erpreler .nd VOC brDkeu '0 ....".ia whether the.. cllims eould be
.ub1II",iated .. ith docume""ry eridellce n. ",me .I'pr....eh WII 10 be Ilkea _i,h
....'d 10 Ihe clli .... 0" ,he other (i.e. O"'.h) VOC ...",aau. evell IhODlh some of Ihem
had di.d.

Ha_ to dc.al with the .o.-pl.i." m.de by Moslem mercha"l. la the efre.t .hl.
Ille VOC .... Ihem I wone d •• l Ihll olloer noa·Moslem merchllll1 the (iovertla.­
Gellerll I.ft '0 K••d ..,', j"d,uxII', ,illce lh .... eompl~i.,s were alUpccified Illd
..-i,houl .rid."...,. "'..."Iod Ke,daa, ..... 10 1D"csti this mll,er .'lretully 10
delermine whether 'he .cc tio cre tr".. If eOllcrol of ..i_ndue, by VOC
uaff could be blish.d Kelelaar, O( COurse tIIusl like disciplilllry IClion

Wilh rd ,a Ihe ICC1:ISIl;OIl 1,lin" Backer Jlcobz.. IhI, he hid been ill
eon,.e, with Ihe Musqll Arabs, Ihe ellellli.. of Ihe Shih, K.,.I.., would hsre 10
de",and mo.. illfo,muioll Ind lbore .11 p,oof He 10"31 II"" 10 I ..ure Ih. Shsb Ihll
sueb eontlclS hid been and _ere Slill forbidden 10 VOC .erVla's.

Th. E"telllld ll-Oo.. leh .1.....ked ta, In orricill illvoice of III glH>ds whi.h lhe
VOC i...por'.d inln Pc..ia ill o,de, 10 p....II' Iny kind or r ..ud. (The E',emad II­
Oauleh rar hi< port ura",i..d '0 hand o"er • s•• ted doc"",enl "Uinl whll Ihe eo,,"
Illd Ihe Per.ioll merchant. caport.d 10 Bu."II). The Go..rllllr-G.lle,,1 had 00 probl.",
in .,.nlinl ,hi. reque.. , e.pecilUy linee ;11 16(7 ,he voe h.d offered lueh inroi... '0
Shih Abb.. 11. He IISO ulldcrllood the ....00 fo, ,he E'lem~d ~l·Oouieh's ukln. fo'
.ueh AO ioroice. while ror hi. pa.. he believed th.t it miaht Pllt I ehe.k on the
obno,iou. pri..,. ltadillB. H. also ...Ii.ed Ihn .uch info,ma.iall miSh' be misul.d

"
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Tabl. 4: S"",,,,ary af tbe Shab'l 011,,"

TQlOSllOtted frOIll EJ(allan
91.906 II> o( lilt II 10,666 tOllllllS
Pll.ellued froUl lhe Shah d"rinl (OUt
diUerenl yun, u well .. some other
Boods durio. the II yeu period U
16,250 10",lnl or 10111'

T2.1 exclllptioo Oil 20,000 tomJ.lll per
yeu dB,;"1 II ynrs

Exported from Elf.h.n exeeed'lli III
elelllp,io..

108,3H duclt.

350,911 dUellS

.

Tabl. S: VOC'I Au..lul.. la audar ·Abb. (1701-11)

Y·lr 10malOS m.hmudi. luild.tO

1701/02 22,236 " 945,068
1702/03 2l,H2 " 991,623
1703/G4 31.131 " 1,331,606
17G4r05 1,214 " 51.621
1105106 H.~16 " 2.444.463
1706/07 )2,011 " 1,360,471
1707/08 )5.~O2 " 1,501,145
1708/09 30.530 " 1,297,:156
1709/10 )4,717 " 1,475,482
1710/11 B,020 • 971,153

Total 291,414 " 12,315.099

"



by Ihe Persiall authllr;tie.. by fo,c;nl merchanl. 10 bid joiotly aI lower p,ieel, or not
10 buy certa,n loodl U all, or by bllyinl Ihe beSI ,oadl Ibemsc]yCl..

The Goyernor-General dod 1101 have hi,h bopel of 'CSlorill' the VOCs ri,hn by
illl"lIctllll Kelelaar lo.ho... that the E',em.d .I-Oolileh WII .'0111 alld 'be VOC WII
,ilh' Oets bad already repone4 011 .IIe veu,ioo. be bid C1periclleed It ....
'bercro'e decided Ihal Ke'clu' .ollid be allowed, if Deed be. ," .&.iye I I.r.e preIClIl '0
'he Shall II order '0 .e, Ibe collri"ulIolI of ,he old priyilelCl.. AIIOlker OP'OOIl WI' 10
draw OuI Ibe lIelol;al;olll 10 ncb lell,III. lhal Ihe Shall alld ,be E',e",ad 11·Dooolek
",ollid beco...e mo,e ....ell.ble j '0 fill;.11 .he whole Itu.ia.....

In IllY case Ke,claa, " .efUK 011 an COIIII" to pay upon dllUCI Oil daa"
alld he wu 10 Ify :llld ID.llke IIICrell:lnl. pay ," duc:o.lI ill Iblldar 'Abba...1111011,11 Ikey
dail\ltd Ikat Iher .ere IIlIable 111 do to III a spcclallell.. '11 Ibe Goverllor·Gelle,al. II
...,e",ed Iha, .IIe ollly way wOllld be '0 lillY ,he OlllpO...

'1oteo

1 KA '65, f, 146-41 (JI/'/I'); VOC 1862, r, 2419.•11
2. voe 1112, Repllrl by ,he COlllllliu'OIl chlfed by OireclO.·General Fran.

Callelije \27/9/16), rr 11l79-IHJ
1 FOr biolnph;'al dUI on Ke,elau 'ee VOlel, 1937; Ke,clla. hId no, been Ihe

Governor·Gene,"I', fi." choice .5 en_oy. He h.d f"" appoinled Sil, the
Goyernor of M:>l>cca on July 9. 171$. When 'he lallor ,efuled 'co day. 101",
,he Goyernor-Gene.. 1 oppo,n'ed Kelelaor in hi. pl.ce Ihe ..me d.y, KA 732,
RCI\!a ""olu,ion Goyerno,·Gene.. 1, f. 113

4 KA 16~ (3111/l~), LI76·17
S, IbId., f, 8&0; vae 1886 (25/2116), r 406; IbId" (I)!2/16j f. 6)·67
6. vae \816, (n.d.), r. 408·411
7, vae 18&6 (2/2/16), f 428
I, vae 1191 {JO/ll/16j. f. ]J·JS; KA 869 (20/7/17), r. 680
9 The re",ainder nf Ihi. chapl.. il ba,ed on the Ca"elijn eOl\lmission'a rCpllrl,

VOC 1112, in p.nicula, rolill' 1079-1113
10 VlZir, Or dcpuly-,oytrnOI
II Kalallla,. Or mayo'_ Sec Floor, 1971b
12 Da,ulbch. Or ekid nr the markCI pIIhcc See Flnor, 1971a
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5. WOOL TRADE PROBLEMS IN KERMAN (11'6-1717)

Th. VOC had ~I~n bllyioS wool ,n Kennan in 16SS. bUI discontinued ,h.,c acl,v;lic,
in 1667, becau•• th. woollradc yielded nO prorit. In 1672 lh.~ returned 10 K.rm~n

.nd were able 10 make a p,ofit until 1671. There.fter the Dutch experienced. 10' of
trouble o ..ill' to Brit;sh eclUlp..i\ioo. [0 1694 Ibe EPlh." EUI lad;:>. COlllpllly (EtC'
c¥cll maUled to convince .be P((lin lutll.ori,iu 10 forbid the DlIleh to tude in
Kuma.. Ho••we •• ,he DUleh wc,e oble 10 IC' their ,i,,,,, ,es,o.cd by ,oyal decree
l.tcr ,h. ""IIlC YUr.

11 W'S CUllom.ry for the VQe .nd Ele rcp,.Icnt.,ive, In Kerm.n to .dv.ncc
money to the wool uoden either a' th. b.linoios or lhe cnd of lbe ..,.,on. The wool
uoder. in thi. lurn distributed the lll(lOcy amool" ,h. herd 0......'1 co lunnte.: c...
ddi~or1 of _I dll.iol lb. nul woal senOIl_ Aftot baviol "",d. , ..." p«.s:ale> CflP
t"ro".h t"...oal-prod".illl a«as. I~. woal <rad...s ,.tu.lled co K.'lIUIn ....e'e the,
scayed ullcil Mar.... In thai mooch 110., Isain a.k.d fo, In ad~3n.e from ,h.
,.p,.s.nllli~elof the European Compaaic. in .x."ansc fo, Which thcl' sa~e an lOt.'
Aft.r ha~in& r.cci~.d 110. money, th. wool lrod... ,..",ned 10 the wool·p,oducinl
..... 10 coli... t"e ellrrelll yea.'. dip Thus che wool trade wa, ba",d 011 Ihe ..
KII.n havin•• e"''''OI a«ouo' wilh ,b. PII.e"...,s- Jr. wool'r:lder .... nOI al:l. ,
Kllte 'liS •••allllt ..ilh 00. of Ibe COflll>'lnics. ,b. 1111.' ..ollid 110' ro.ee him l< 0;1'

d.bl, but CIlended his e.edit 10 Ihe fallawill ...oal seaoon
Af'e. the wool had bcen dclhe'ed 10 che Dutch, lhey would che.k il1 quallt,'

and ari.in; Ihen il would be cl.aMd and paCked in bales rhe wool ellde.s ea,n.d
sc~ell to cwelve ""isa. pc, da,_ I.. o.d•• co sec that the, wo.ked well Ih.y .",.
cheeked aC lean eve., day In c1eallilll the _1 abollt H pe, «nt of .he, w.'lh' ..a,
I"" Aft., d.ui,,&. che _oat W.S I>'lckcd ill sacks _ked ill b,in. holdia. rif<cen
",all. (c.ch man of 90 Ib)...hite nl...... added IS a p,e..,~aci'·e laaillll mallo,'

B.caus. the woollladc conflicted with the intereslS of se".ralauilds or w.,,'e,"
{shawl. cloth) ch. European Compa"ie~ could ollly pu.chne 10:!IS' wool in .ceo.d,ne<
with a spccial d..... from Ihe Sh~h_ Thi. _IS all effe";~e det."ent a.ain't ,h.
p'Ote$l~ raised by th.,.. ."ilds.

To enhane. the 1I"'b1bility of a Iro"bl.·f.e. u~dio. $.a~n 110. !'uropen
Comllanies aa~. the heal.rhe.' (Io••,nor-I.n••al) of K.rman 811 .lInu.l p....nl wi'h
,be ••quest thol h••UIIPO" ,h.ir loeoloffie. in e'''l'inl on ;t, "adin, oe,;~i';e•. T~.

OUt"h (Iik. the Englith) h.d • trodins offie. io Ke.man which wos manag.d by '''0
A.meni~n re.. i"ns- Th.s. ""001 facto"," wc.e di,ectly 'UlIOnsible to the VOC di.ecto.
in lbndl' ·Abbas. to whom lb.y .e.ola.ly '.PO,'.d on trad" and Oth•• e"enIS; ch.i.
cOlle'POnd.ncc ..... ClIrried on in Arm.oirlll In Bandu ·Abb.. il ..... tran.b,.d inlo
Persion ond f.om Pc.. ian iDlO DlIleh Du,ina the e<>1If('.1 ... hich ••"". between
Ebr.him Kh.n. Begle.begi of K••m.n, .nd th. VQC, Ho~onnes and G.j01ur, 1"'0
A.menian VOC se.~anlJ, we,e in ehar.e of lhe Ken,.. n n3dinl s,a,ion They re..,v.d
• satory IIf 2S como (Ofl 1,062) pc.;•••; ,a addrtion th.y r.eei~ed on O.SI to II')
fo. cbe ••o, ..r cbe ho bey liv.d '0

DeSllite cb. ann ..al p.esen,_ cbe relationsbip be,....u tb. be,lcrbc.is .. r Ke .....n
and cb. VOC Wlt. nOI al_ay•• smoo,h on. In fa", ,h...."niel or 1J16 aod .10.
,esultin, p,obl.ms we.e nOI unique Both bero,e and .r,., 11031 dOl., for eXlmllle in
1712 and in 1720. ,h. b••lerb•• i or Ke,mon .xtort.d mone)' f.om 110. voe s••".n" as
....n

011 Sept.mbe, 19. 1116 Hovanll.. aad Gajatur '.PO.ted to Band•• 'Abbas Ih~t a
r.... days c:Uli... Eb,.him Khall. ch. Belle.be.i bad salli.d fO,lh hom K••m.n '0
.uack a fo.« of .....lIdinl Balucbis. Ebrahim Khan wa. d.rea'ed, bo_e~... ~c •
vitla.e ei.hl mil.s from K.,man ond ned with his .emaining troop. 10 K••man where
h••nt.ench.d him,.lf in a fortified haus., l.avinl his b'Bla.e tr.in and milita.y
equipm.n. in Ihe haad, of the Daluehis, who pursu.d Ebrahim Kha., and ta,d ,iele In
K.......n plllndcrini Illd b...ain•• f... villa,,,, sicuu.d a,ollod lb. city, Th.y "C"
100ft .bl. to akc .ad ..ct lb. eily aftd ••rellt lIumber of people ...cr. kill.d. whil. a
•••• t maoy mo.. of 110. su",i"o<. wcr. t.ten away InlO ,I.vc.y and many hous•• we,e
dcs,royed. B.""IIlt: of his we.k militlry pooi,ion Ebrahim Khln feo."d fer hi, Iir.

"
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fle lhcrcfore made an agreement with the Daluehi, m rolurn for the payment of 2,000
,oman~ Or Of!. g5,000. lha, lhcy woold ceaSe lhe;r destructive activities and lea"c
Kerman.

Hceause Ebr.him Khan did no' haye ,hal n,ueh money, he imposed a lH on lhe
population of Kerman. Apart from the Persian eiti~e"", the Baoyao, (Indian lr.de,,)
a, well a, the vac and Ihc EIC ropresenla"yeS .150 had to paj'. EblOhim Khan
demanded 210 tomons (Ofl. g,92';) from the voe <cry.nts and 250 ".>m'nS from lhe
EIC <ervanl., Hoyonne~ and Gajatur fefused to pay, howeye,. since the impa,ition of
contribution. on voe ,cryonl1 hod been prohibited by 3 royal dccree of 1703.
Ebrahim Khan wa, more wO(fied aboul lhc oaluehi•. and what they mi~h' dn 10 him.
lilall aboul the royal decree and Imprisoned ,he voe ,eryants to mal<e them sec Sense.
To ,einferee the slrength of hi. argumen" he had 'hem glyen lhe bastinoda twicc a
day.• nd ,objected to this forceful tccatment. 'he voe ServantS gine in .nd paid
When lhe money was eolleered. Eb.,him Khan', ..'yan" 0150 helped Ihemselves to •
few pistols. seven toman, and ••ilver dasgct which belonged 10 the voe ..rvan".'

The new. of the pillaging Boloehi, had 01.0 'e.ehed the eOun in E.fahon. Shah
Solran Host;n appointed Mohammad 'Ali Khan as tardar (general) Over the troOpS 10
deal wilh the Baluehis. The newly .ppointed .ardar left E.fah.n with about 1.000
.oldiers only On October t. 1716 an6 the,efore. a' the chief or the voe trading 'IOlion
in E.fahan «n..rked, prabobly would have come lOa 100e to bc eHeelive'

Bandar 'Abb" immedia'ely ordered lhe bfahan offioe to prOtOS, to the
E',om.d al·Douleh aboul Ebrahim Khan·, behaviour and 10 domand repaymenl Of Ihe
,urn of muncy which had been e,torted. Havanne, and Gojotur meanwhile hod ,ent "
,tatemen, 10 lhe Esf.hon office. wi'ne«ed by all 'he imponanl merehnnts of Kerman
aboul lhc whole orrai,. Hovanne. himself hod token lhe "alemenl '0 E,fohnn. fo, he
f"red further forceful action, by Ebrahim Khan, and from E,mhao he Sent on to
O.n<l., 'Abb... Commonic"ion. between E,fahan and Kerman hnd become in,ecure
owin~ to incro",ed aetivilies by robbers. 'a 'he Esfoh.n affioc ,cn, a messenge'
dre..ed in lhe c101hes of a pilgrim in 'he hope lh" he would be left alone.'

Jon Oe". lhe VDe ohief in E.fahan. decided no, to lodge a prole,t Wilh 'he
E'lCmad ol·Douleh, rot he would immedi.lely .how Ihe prOlest to Ebrahim Aghn. The
latter. chlOf Of the white cunuehs. wu a fricnd of thc voe and on uncic of Ebrohim
Khan. and a man '00 import.nt to antagoaize. Oets Iherefo« addre,"ed himself
direClly to Ebrahim Agh who ,aid lhat he app1eciared it very much lh" Oet, had
rakcn lhe mailer to him. He assufed Oets thai he would see 10 it personally Ihat the
mnlter woold he .. I right. Owing 10 lhe insecurily of lhe roads he had sent one lelt..
10 hi, nephew '0 Kerman directly .nd another one ,ia Randar 'Abbas. In thi, lelle<
Ehrahim Agho Ordefed hi, nephew to rep.y ,he mone\, to Ihe voe ,",vanl. 10 assi.t
'hcm in lhe e'eeUlion of lheir work.'

On January 15, 1717 analher leller from Kerman finally arrived in Bnndar
'Abb" .fter lwO monlhs of .ilenee. G.j.tor, lhe remainiog voe servanl in Kerman,
described lhe '0,.1 upheaval that h.d resolred in the de"rue,ion of lho eiry by tho
Bnluehi.. He hod h.nded a.er Kerclaor', lelle, 10 Eb"him Khan. who had no'
bothered 10 reply .n6 had immediately left the city fa, the village or Baghin, ,even
mile, 00' of town. where he hod rem.ined lill ,he end of Ramadan On his relorn 10
Korman, the Voe ,ervanlS hod tried without ,u,:cess '0 get access 10 him, aod they
finally rcoeived • leller from Ebrahim Khan addressed 10 Ketelo".'

Bee.u.e of hi. bch3¥ioor dUTing nnd after lhe ,"ek of KeTOlan. Ebrohin, Khan
had 10$\ all h" aOlhorily and the respect of the popolalio•. Eve,ybody acted a, jf he
wos not there and EbrahiOl Khan ""as o<>able to moin"in law and order.

The eammunily doo, nOl any lonller want 10 aCknowledge him as Gaverno'·
General and therefore the city i, in a lUrmoil. If Hi, Exoelleney. however,
doe, lIi'e an order lhe whole popula'ion ,urn. oul in a mob wilh lhe inteorion
of laking his life. Thi. cousc. bim 10 sit Quietly al home and ref,aio from
interrering wilh anylhing. Those who go only one Slep out of the city oro
.!locked by Hi. Excellency'. troop., .0 thal lhe daily new, i, only obonl
lOu,dcrs and ki!1;ng. 00 one ,ide nr the other. Nobody has the eauroge eve. 10



go 10 ,he mills '0 felek flour, unlOIS lhey a,e accomp~n<ed by f,ve 0' ,i.
soldiers in order to f~ce the violonce comm;lled by the GOI'ernor·General's
trOOps. Duriol lhe night doors of hOUlCS are ,mashed open Thole whO OllpO,e
'hem nre killed Ind their properly is slaten, nobody iJ eer.ain o{ hi. life
anymo.e One of the Belle.beli's cap'.in••allled Sch...{edd,n bceeQ....ho
co.. ld 110' $laad Iny more. U. teft aad looe 10 Elfnha Ea ,o.. 'e he wa,
overtakea by $lillie robbc.n; Ihese scouadrel' iafu. Ihe roods of Yud. Elrahan,
Sbi,az nd olher places- No cam....a Can pas•• ilho .. t bellli plandered nnd
tllose ne<:ompanY"'1 i. beinl killed.

Towa'd' the end nf Oec.mber 1716 EbrahIm Agha', letter 10 his nepho,,' hod
arrived in Konn,n, The YOC s.rvaoll again pr.15ed ,evera! timel ror the repayment
of the mon.y ."Iofl.d from them, but Eb,ah,m Kban only ,.plled tho. lie would Ihink
abo .. , ii, JO 'b.y hd lillie confid.nce abollt tb. repaym.o .. A.ound 12n"••y 10, nl~
Ebrahim Kllan seal SOIll. or bil "'.1110 .be ,ilble, of Shirj:a. and Khnbid In n,der.
"borrow" 200 'Oma"5 {'OlD Ihe Ibny.... wbn ".r. li.,nl lb.••c The Indinos ,efused t
lend any mo..ey to Ebrahim Kb.IO, ud ,wo ar tb.m "crc balen to dUlh and lb. :ou
tomao. laken by (oree from the Olher B.ayons, The \lDC Je,vnM. eommulled lha'
UIOrtinl money hom 'be Banyan, and ,h. Zoro....1r;nU ..... Ihe ani) th,n, Eb"h,m
Khan <till hod 'he po"'cr to do.

For there is a man in the e,t1 named. 'AM ol·KhaleQ, who hal 400 .oldien ,n
hi. leryicc ... ilh wham he prol.ell the eit)' o,oinll 'he Go>ernor·G<:n... I"•
• iolenec oad o~struetJ ooyth,nl he undenoken. They u>e becn ......1 time.
On 'np of a h;lb car,'·aou.a) ....biel' i' clost 10 'he Gove.no,-Ciener.l". hOUlC,
from whe.e .be)' baye fi.ed eontinuo... ly w"h ,",atch-Iocks loalkd .... ITh '-.Ib
a. lb. uid Gn>crnn.-General', b!)Use. He Iherefore doc, 00' dare to come
nutside and it i' belie.ed 'hat 010" of hi. lCr'anU and lI.h... ha.e 1.f, b,m
Be<::nuse of ,h .. ,rale of .rr.in 'he Compony', bu,;ne" e.nnol p.... ibly be
furlhe.ed.

Thi. 1..1 .em.. l< expre,ses lhei, fu, .hal Ihe VDC would nOl b. able to 10l it,
,",ooey bock from Eb'lhim Khon These (u.. increased beeousc ,o"'ar<l$ ,he end of
December 1116 Pi. Moham....d, 'he onorae)' lad .b.c IPY of 'hc eb.icf of ,he Baluehi..
Mir Khalil, had been murde.cd io Kermo ... Hi. se.vlnts bad ned to Mi' Kb.oJiI who
W1II rumou.ed 10 be marehin, 'o....d. Kerm.n ot .he head of 6.000 ...... 'a I.aeh
Kerman a lesson. Altb.nusb Ib.es. rumours hded aw.y sher SOllie "'ne••be t'Opub\lon
.... unee"oin '"-boul 'he fu'u," Ind ,he.efore ltarted 10 con.1ruel a ",.tt ",ound Ihe
city. AP.rt from the eonfulCd political and '0'''01 SilUOlion. Kerm.n ...... 1'0
lurfe'ing rrom food .horlo&e. al a fe.ul, of a droughl in 1116

The VOC .e..lnll repo'ted on hnuory 11. 1117 thot uco,di"g 10 th.if .ou'c«
of Information. Ebrab.i'" Khon h.d been ¥cry mueh upse' by bi. IInele's letter
Ketcla.. hid :ren' .IIem tbe same letter (whiell had eo",e ... Band.. 'Abboll bUI the)
"referred .0 "'not fnr Ebrah,m Kbu'••etorn .0 Kerrnu before .hey banded" '0 h,m
A. lhat lime Eb...h,lll Klta .. had loa. ttl tile .illale nf Firis 10 amuse h'mself and t<
uerei$<! hil "OOpS, The VOC se,....." also repOned .b.at il WU ,omon<cd ;11 Ke,man.It., Ebrahim Kbao would be di.missed by the Shah and ,bat someone call.d 'Ali Qali
Khan Or Rns,am Mi would be oppointcd in hi. place

Mu" ...hilc. n kolan••• Or bUfBom"lOr, Mirt. Boqer, hod u.i'ed in Kerman
lt "'0' said thot 'he Shih hod ordered him to demand rrom 'he popul.,ion of Kerm.n,
1.700 'omon. so that EbrohiO! Khln could ,epay hi. debn. whieh he hod ineu.rred "".y orr lhe Bolueltis. Ho.annes and Gajatu. eon.idered 'b.is unlikely beeau•• of the
eon.in"inl .io'ellee and IIphca ••1 in Ihe ."Y 10 wbleh Eb.ah,m Khnn .... unable t
put a stop·

all Jan".,y 22, 1711 the YDC .er>UIS bonded bis \Incte·, leue' .0 [buhl"
Kha,,- Aft., ,eodinl 'he I~ftel he ..ked them "wb.o It.. ".en Ibe o.de," 10 bell ond
,nlult your HO"annes «plied thSf Eb.obim himself hod o.d.red hi. majo.domo
(nnurl Aql Rcn 10 do '0. Ebrlhim Khan 'hen uked ...ho IIld Itolen the pillOl" The
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money lnd Ihe d.ller Hovlnoes Aid thl! A"a Rna had dOlle",_ Ebl.him Khan
lhen oldered bis IlUjordomo III apPCaI before him, who he vilified and 'lColded. for he
had only o.dered him 10 ask fo•• 001 UIOIl, • ICI:IO of 200 to_II,.. He tlu:n orde,ed
tbat A"a Reta be ..... naeled and locked in his 'l2ble.

Ebr.him Khall allOlolized to Hovaollu fo, whll hi, mell bd dOlle 10 him IOd
p.olfused Ihal he woold .epay the _oey Il"tIOCI:Illy_ Altboll&b A'la Reu was kePI
,mpriSlllled fo, leo da" .nd received a bastinado daily. HOVlIIO<::$ koew the lIUl" with
.bom be .... dealinl Illd lke,efo,e uked fOt Ihe rePlY""'''' of Ibe lIlOoey every dIY,
bul to 110 lvail "'nC1l 'be VOC: "'TVU" It.urd ,Iu., Ebrllt.im Khan load ordered IIi.
soldien 10 force Aql Rcu '0 pay J,QO 100ll0, i. order fo boy his freedoll. Honlle.
alld Gaj:lllur immediately prCWI,ed tbemsel...", fO Ebflhim Khl. ud asked for Iheir
mooey_ Ebrahim Khln repea'ed h" promise to pay. b.., he added fhu he needed Ikose
lOG fomlo. '0 PlY for I milillry upedi,ioll .bieh he W2S abou, '0 "odeflate; b"l IS
100n IS he was back he would 001 hil '0 pay The VOC: ser....OI$. howe"'er, did 1I0t
HIlIl Eb'lhim Kho .nd tbndore requested .epay..,eot of their mo.ey io writinl DO
Feb."••y 3, 1711

To ","ke i, delr '0 Ebr.h,m Klt.an Ihu the voe mcaol bUlioess, HO"'UOe1 aod
a.jat"r ioformed 'be w",,1 tr.ders ,h.. ,he voe would discoolinue it1 tradilll.c"... ille1 ,n Kerman "o,il Ebrahim Khao rcp.i\l thei' money Ind ..oppco;l hi1 ... ioleol
.e"Onl They .110 told lhe wool trade .., ..ho all ....o.ked wi'h money ldvlfteed to
lhem, lhat lhey would ha"'e 10 'epay lhe.e .d.... nee. in Cuh Thi. ne ....1 cau.ed
COnllernation amon, lhe local Iradin, communily. which immediuely orlonized •
meelin, The lrade" deew up • re"ue'l 10 ,he Kalaola, askinl him for IIli"an~e in
lhil maUe. They funhc< informed llovann~. and Gajalur lhat lhey did nol h~ue any
money, for lhty in lurn hBd .du.nced 1lI0ney 10 the owOt" of lhe herd.. 11 wa.
Ihe'efore impo.. ible for lhem 10 ll~Y lhei, ~d ..anCel io c..h. Moreo... er. if the vae
Iloppcd lrading in Kermln, lhey would nol be able 10 corn. livins and lhe lrode,"
the'efo,e a.ked lhem '0 recon.lde, lheir decilion

The Kilanlar senl fo, Hov.nnu .nd a.ked him whether it wl1 rcally nece ,y
10 cau'e $II much .nxiely. Why did ,he VOC ...nl 10"Op it> trldc .nd to h e il.
'd.... nce$ b.ck1 Would nOl il be IIOniblc for lhe wool lraden 10 ,eply them in wool
'Mlead of in ellh~ Hov.noe, replied lhlt lhe VOC ...·oold II.dly ".y in Kerman if
lhe old .iluuion ...... rein,,".ed, so lhll the Company could e.rry on II. ,,"de "'lhoOl
.ny p,oblem,.. Howe>'",,'o ... ie .. of lhe cllrreal IIUe of arra'n he hid received orde..
'0 clDie the Irldiol ...,ion. Tlte K..llitn a.ked lhe re110.. fo' Iltll deci.ion •
..heteupon Honone. expl.ioed Ihll Ebrahim "h...'. ref.... l 10 reillY Ihe moltey
exlOrled from Ihe VOC: ""'I ,he ca ..K of it .11. The Kalan,....id lh.l Ihal hid
happened befo.e Iti. arrival. ar.d lhlt. so lOll II he ..'" Kallnlar of K.e.man....ch
evenll wOllld ..0. be .epeated. He promised Ho......"e. lbl' he would 10 '0 Ebrlhim
Khlo Ind indllee him '0 'epay the mOlley 10 Ihe VOC He II", would ..,ile to lite
Di.eclor , .. Bandar 'Ahbll '0 .equcsl h.lO 10 Inow HovanllCl lod GIojalll' I" cart)' 0"
lhei, ,,"de'" .....Il

The K.II.,ar tept kia wo,d and "COl '0 .ce Ebr.It,.., Kho lie dre.. hi.
allenl;oll '0 ,lte COllSCllllellca fo, Ke'..... of • VOC .... itltdr.... !; il would ImllO..e.i'h
lhe city, which dCIl""ded for ill ..ealth 011 the trade ..ilh lhe VOC Illd Elc; mo'e Ih.lI
400 people depended for lhei, livelihood di,ectly no the VOC Ebrahim Khan then
uted hitn why the VOC wan'ed to lean IIld lhe K.llntar replied Ih.1 .1 ""'. beeallK
,he VOC ""'. paid liD ,apect ill Kerman and the Governor-Gene••1 thett euortcd
money f,om it. Ebr.him Khan p,omised tb.l be wOllld ,epay Ihe voc_

Th~ day .f.er I"~ Kllan..,'. vi.il, Honllne, we"l 10 ,ee Ebflh;m Kh.n ... ho
received him in a ve,y f.ieodly ....nne' Ind orde,ed hi. maee·bea.er 10 live HOVlnnCl
a place 10 .il, Afler havi., Itccrtlilled thl' the voe i"deed inluded to lea ... e
Ke,mln, he wlemnly p,omi.ed '" .ep.y him the money

On February l7, 1111. '.bin (subo,dinate officill) of ,he E'temld .1·Dollleh
Irrived wilh a ,oyal dec,ee demlndin, 1.700 lornans from lhe POPUlllion Thil
amounl would be ,iveo 10 Ebrlhim Khan 10 .epay the money he had 'bnrro...ed· durin,
lhe Daluehi raid. The ,abin, T.hml,p 8cg, .eelns lhe uphe,vII ln Kerman and lhe
roci Ihll Eb..him Khan 00 IoniC' had .ny aUlho,ity wh."oe ..er, did nol h.... e lhe



>:GIl'''le to show .be ,oyal d«:,ee I"d c<llleel lI.e moaey. Tbe vee ,uvlnU eoallnued
<0 p,ess Ebu.him Khan 10 'epay Ibe moaey which he illn,ilbly promised 10 do.

This ,ilual;oll C<tIItiaued ""III Mard. II, 1117 wbea I me"",a,er ani"ed fro..
Eahba.. alld i_.dialely wea. to ICC Eb,"him Kban That very ni"" Ebrah,m Khn
sclll hi. ball'''' to Esfahan Ind, pretendin, to 10 off on I huntin, trip him.df.
followed .Ome lim. Ialer. Hov"aau aad G~jatur ~. well '" o.her ereditotl hc~.d ~bout

his departure Ihe ocx! day; Ihey immediately rod. ha'd after him and overtook him In
the village of oa,bi" where he hd stopped, eilhl ... i1es f,om Kcrmaa. Hovannes d,."
Eb hi", Khu'. Illentioo to tbe faci Ibal he bad lef. without ocnh". hIS debt
Eb i ... Kh... replied tbat Tahmup 8<:. would Knle III hi. debls. HovlantS ~phed

that h. hId au bus,oea with Tabeasp Bel. for i' was His Excellency ... bo bad utone;!
Ibe mOlley and oot Tlbmnp 8<:,. Ell.ohim Rhoo said that if Tahma'p B., "auld 00.
pay, Ih.n he would O"Y the vee rcpr...nta!ive in E'f.han, for he hId nn ... ,h .... ,t~
him. Hovannei lVas will;n,IO a8r«: 10 thi' Irrangement, if Eb.~him K~.n would .illn
"stat.ment 10 Ih~t effee!. wh;eh he would p,epare On I~C IpO' Ehr:>him Kh:ln refu..d
10 do so aud mounted hi. hone; Honnn... followed him on foot for ~nother balf m,lc
In Ibe l1Iulltime, Ebrah'e Khan had bceolDC SO "tltale<! .h", he bi'in,ly ,old
Hovanncs 1"" he .....d be".r lave bef"re h. bid hi' hcad uken oU He fillOll)
",d.,ed bi' ",rV'llnU '" bea. Hovannes and chi'" him lway, eillio, If,er him .h.. if he
dared '0 con,inue pellerinl hi'" he ....ould have hi. bone. blo~en Hovlnne, decided to
rClurn 10 K.rmln.

Despile Ebrahim Khln', an,ry mOOd Ind hi' b.haviour towa,d. Ho'"nne,.
othe, ercditotl neverth.less dared to "PP«.leh him. These. all BanYln" who had a
elai", of 1,200 '0"'"", "0 Ebrlhim !tha", I.ked hi"" to p.y Or '0 liln an IOU To
.how liti. Ippr«:ialion for thei' trouble in follo...·;II. hi .... Ebrah".. Khan ta'oned
Inother 2~ [o ....n. frOIll Ibe'" Ind "Id. 'hem bn«n up by his "rvanll. Beeill.. 'be
Blnyoa. hid no money with them Ihey ,ave him a draf' on Eafahan (0' 'he Imount

On March l~, 1717 I me,..n,er from Elfohon .rri~cd in K.rm.n wi'h the ne""
,hat Ebrahim Kh.n hd heen relieved of all his function, and ,hat the Sh~h h"d
appointed in hi. place ROUlm Min.a, the Qollor agha,i ba,h,. How.v.,. h. would "")'
al COurl lad send his bro'h.r, Mobammad Qoh Khan al hi. deput)· 0' "I'eh.

Af[el Ebr.hilll Kha,,'. deparlure, pelce Ind quiel returned to !..:er"''''' ud hfe
rctuued to normal The rIel thl! ,h. wo"l rlin. io Iina, memory h.d poured down
on K.rman f,olll Much J to II undoublCdly help.d to cool heal.d I.mpers. The rain.
alSO rai,.d hope of I load hrv... , which wu r•• lly nee.... ry in vic ... of the hiSh
price. of basic n..e"iti ... In Moreh br.od COil one .nd three'Ien,h, M~hmudil per
m.n (wcillhinl tour and. h;1t Ib\. whkh .... , t... icc Ihe norm, I prico

On March la, 1717 Inolher ..e"ens.r Inived rram Eshhln eoarim'in, 'he
o.wS lboUI Ebrahim Khao'. di.... i... l aod the Oppo,ntlllUI or Rostam Mir'" ..
Goveroor·Gc"cral He also broulh' .he n.," 'lia., a, ROSl1m Mlfu·. reque... llie Sh,b
bad ,epealed 'he order '0 demand 1,700 10mlln> f,olll .be popnlation of Kerm~1l

Mor.over, it "'IS a100 intimated Ihal Ihe POpulalion m,.h. 8.1 • tIS e.empllon for one
ye.., which eau..,d much re;olein, in lhe cilY. Hovann., immediOlely "'enl 10 'oc
TahmlSP Beg .nd "k rar hi. money. but waS told by thi, orrleio! IhOl hi' ard.rs hnd
been wi[hdn"'n Ind Ihll he had no man.y, havin, been un:>ble to eOllecl anylhin8·
The voe ..rvan," 'herefore immedialely informed Ih. Esfoh,n office or Ebrahim
Khan's c;r;pcCl.d a"iv:>1 in EJfakao ODd requaled them 10 demand r.paymeQ! by him
of lh. deb' 10 lhe vQC.-

On April I, 1111 Ihe Deputy Governor, Mohammod Qoli Khan arri.ed in
Kermln. He ...as a boy of fauneen ye'" Old, .nd wo••eeompanied by hi. chier
adviser, Mohamm.d la'r., Bel, who 10'0' d. helo Go,ernor-General Th. I,,,,,
immediately ,ellar.d I" .. and ard.r in the ei'y IS "'ell "-' lhe outhoritr of Ihe
Gov.rnor-Genual by behuial imllarl;aUy Inward, bolh pgo. and riel>; for example
four ;"'llOtlODI persons ....r. livea the ba.. inado Ind died IS a re.ulL TI>e effecl of
Ibe ne.. adlllininr.. tio.. wa. to ralorc peace and qui.1 in Ihe cilY, Illboo,b bilSle
n.cessi,iel ,.","ined upc:n.i•• Ind ..arc<:.

Alound Aplli S. 1111 • me'<enaer (rom E,fahon, G<III,n Beg. arrived wi'h 'is
rob.s of honout for lhe ehi.fs of ,h. BII"ehil. H. alia ea"i.d si, royal decreel, mode



I aul in tlleir name•• offering (hem ,o,toruioo of their previau. revenue, if they would
acknowledge the Shah's authority again. On M:!y 18. 1717 GaTgin Beg returned from
BaluchiSlan with five BnJuchi chiers, who were received wilh much pomp in Kerman.
The Govcroo,·Gencral gave them all robes of honour, n golden daaSe. and n golden
hoahn, aod d~clarcd that during their "oy in Ihe city the $lotc WQuid defray their
expense,.'o

Meanwhile the wool 'CaSOn had begun again. The voe ,ervanl< in Kerman
urged the head office in Band" 'Abba, (0 scnd cn,h ,non, for Ihe English had been
very busy giving advance. to ,heir wool troden, while the DUICh had already lost two
month•. In Esfahan, Ebrahim Khan had ool paid hi. deb, to ,he VDe. but he hod no'
b••n given. new pn,' '0 he could nOt esc.pe from the vee', atlention. by moving
on."

Life io Kerm.o in M.y 1717 wu 'till vory uople'<3ol, de,pite thc rc­
e51obli,hment of Jaw .nd order. Nece.. ilie, were <till very expens;ve. A man
(weighing four and 0 half lb) of b.r1ey brcad con one .nd four·fifth, Mahmudi,. the
l.me man of butler, eleveo M.hmudi••nd lInth were h.rd to find. Thc result was Ih.1
Ihe m.jority of Ihe ponr hod gooe ioto the countrylide to collect horbl. rOOIl. ,eedl .
• eget.ble. cleo bot eODld not .urvive on 'Deh • dict. dying like the cots 'Dd dOl'
e.erywhere in lhe city. FottDn",clv ,he wheOl crop looked promi,ing ODd hiSh hope.
wcre held oul for the JUDe harve<t.,l

The wool trade did not nourish ODd Bondar ·Abb.. delayed ,ending the
eustomolY annnol presen' for the Governor·Geoeral. In September 1717 Hovanne, .nd
Gajalur ..ked Band.r ·Abb.. to seod euh for Ihc coming year·, clip. because of the
high rOle of mort.lity among lhe herd•• nd the fmdng up of wool price. by the
Engli.h. The wool factors fenred thOl if Ihe voe did nol make advonc.. al thaI time.
it would hove grc.. diUieult}' io acquiring. fai, ,h.re of the wool clip which would
be con.iderably Ie.. th.n in 'he cunent ycor."

Life in Kerm.n h.d rctDtoed to norm.1 ag.in. and food"Dff. Were .vailable in
,ufficient qD.nlitie' Tho B.IDChi chiefs wore "ill in Kerman and were paid much
relPeCt by lhe 3Dthorites. The extern.l threot had beon eontoined. fOT 'ho timo boing
.t leOSl. ThroDgh ,he de",h of 'AM al·Khaleq, the iotern.1 threat hod beeo robbed of
its Ie.der. for 'Abd .1-Kh.lcQ h.d nOt only oppo,ed Ebrahim K.han. bot .1.0 the now
Go.ernnr·General in August 1717. The Dew admini,tration. however, wos of •
differen, nOlDre from lhal of Ebrohim Kh.n. UDder ,he prelex' of wiShing 10 bring
.boDI • reconciliation, tho Dcputy Governor h.d iovited 'Abd al-Kh.leQ to his house.
'Abd .1·Kholeq agreed to eome and when hc "ntered Ihe Depuly Governor', hou.e he
was immediOlely bealen 10 dealh. l.ken ou"ide .nd hung by hi, feet fTOm moTO;ng till
.fternoon a, an cumple to other potenti.1 rebel,. In Ihe evenioH he wH buried.1<
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6. Jl,ETELAAR'S NEGOTIATIONS IN ESrAHAN

011 JlIly 2<4, 1716 Ke,dur lert B:lla"ia 0" board de Bt-rtrwnTl Icctlmp:l:nied by a starr
or Ii" VOC adlllilli""',;ve emploJ"'cs and a ,,,"rd or Iwelve SOldiel"l. 0 .. OC'ober :!,
1716 be arrived ill Budar 'Abba•. Notwilh.!,I ..dilll bis illnal, which ..ould caule bim
'tOuble ,"roulbou, his million. he par,ioipl,ed In ,'ili,~••e'u.n 'isi," and olho'
.e(juited diplomntie le,i"i'''I,1

On Jlnua.y 26, 1711 ,ne elepbUII a•• i_ed ror Ibe Shlb 00 d. u,/Un/nn r.cm
Ceylo" :u well U ,be lell.rs (rOll> tbe Gc\,••nor-(;coe.11 on d. to'llun. The e1ephlnt<
wc<e II"ded wi'b a 10' or ,rouble Ir,c< wbi.h tbey "'e.e orrieially It.nsreHed '0 t.be
Depu,y Oo\'C<IIO' (j1l~J1rl.1 Kllos.oa Be.. The E',ellllld ll-Oolliell kad IIlre",d~ E"e
IIrde.. 10 Mi.za Nur Allah, Go_eraor or La., '0 s.ce '0 II ,1111' 'he elephln" "e,e
P.operly red and ,r3.nlporled 10 E,rlh.n H' Oo,obo. 1716,'

The E"emnd al-Douleh had 11,0 "fr<red '0 PlY 'he ..pen.e. of Ke,d,•• Ind h"
.ulle. which he deolined. Ke,elu. hid orde.. '0 'hll orreel. and Bllllvi, ",a. nCI
plus.cd ,h., Keterlll' .\,u,oaUy ae,,"pted paym.D' of ,b... upens.. ror hi. trip. to
Esl'lbln whe" ,h. P.rsians iDsisted. It wOltld hve bee" beller Ru.v;. I ••ued. DO' '0
hn. ''''''P'ed .lIy paym.nl.' Ill, roo ,II. P."iln, lIIilh' .one,h.de ,bu his m....on ""a;
or ••n'er import''''''. a"d .\1; .... ,haa Buavia b.d .i,en it, aatl _ould eOllseqaentll
.el Itpon .ueh a beli.f d ... in. ,he nelOliuio"•.'

0" Mlroh 27. 1717 Ke,oIa"r ri"ally I.f, lIanda' 'Abbu aO<:<lmp."ied b) 'w~

j .."io. me.ohaoIS, who had o.dcr! '0 koep themsel'es inro.mod or all nt~I"'"

perllini,,! '0 'he minioo in o.der '0 ,ake O_er from Ke,.I..r if anYlhio! "'e•• ,,,
hapJlCn 10 hun; ,her...ere llao 1"0 .",istU.lS cha'ied .. i,h kcepi". ,he disr\ 'nd
fioanda! aceo..... " of Ille missioA, and ,welv. soldIer. ",110 perform.d ..,ioo. rune"on;
...eh as barbe., tailo., tIl iei.lI. and _il·...ket, On Ihe ordo.. or ,he Go",.no.-
G..... rlll'h.y Only bore .' dU'inl ,he \'Ol·a•• ,~

Du,in8 his Slay i" Shi.ax, Ke,cJur IIlk.d "h Ihe p"noipal m.reh,nll. ""h"
had COmpllined aboul 'he beh,.iout or 'he voe rf in leue" 10 ,he G~"erno.-

Gone,,,1 a. well a. to Ke'el'I' bimlCtr soon .rte. "is "rrlUI I" pattioula. Iho.e
merohants who .,n.J ,he el_.. (illlproperly) Ihe Roy,l Company, had oompll,n.d
Tb.y ....n'ed '0 do b...i ;,b K.lelaa •. ",110 'old ,he", Ihll Ihey had ,n .0 10
\land.. 'AbbQ as unll. Tbey replied IhU i.. Ihu cue 'hey ru,ed ,ba, 'h.y could oOf
do buin......i,b .he VOC ,hU yur. b.. , when K.,elaar asked 'he .a",n ro. 'his
alti'''de. he did nol I.' a olar an,w•• , He al", asked ,h.m '0 Iell lIim in ..ha, wal
,h. VOC stiff had misb.haved ,owardl Ihem, bUI Ih. merchants uso"ed lha' 'hey bad
"ever w.illen any,l>i"l of ,he kintl_ K.'.I"I. wu rlabb••t."ed and ,cfe"ed '0 'heir
l.''''rs, u.d 'he m"ehallts ••plied ,h.1 'his mi,unden,."dinl ..... p.ob.bly d... '0 a
bid tr.nllllio... Ke,el..r lb." .bo",ed Ih.lD ,h.i. lell anti ro•• 10'" lim. ,be
merchants looked <cproaeHnlly "' Oae a"oxb.. Fillllly ,h , illlponan. _rchul.
H.jji 'Abel al·Rcu Aid Ibll h. h.d "olhinl 10 do wi'h ,hosee len.rs. Kel.I.., On"
alain inYi,ed ,he o,b.tl .ospcak f.e.ly '0 him aboltl 'he I:eh.y;ollt or 'he VOC ..arr.
bll'lhe lIIe.ehanll unanimou,l~ Slaled 'hal Ih.y had nO complaint .....hu.oc>er. ud 'he
lo11ell mu.t be ••gard.d a, well·inlended eommuniea';on•. Kelelaa, admoni.h.d ,hem
'0 w.ite mO'e e.o... ruHy in ,he ru,ure Ind '0 conllnu. '0 do bu,ine.. wi'h the VOC
Th. only compl.i", rli••d dOlin. ,b 'i .... WIS ,blllh. VOC broker. DarmidlS, .....
said '0 prd......... flle ••haIlU 10 o,he Keleln, proflliscd Ih.\l' Ibi. would "0' happen
Ip••.'

Altbo ~ K.td..r had ref"Kd .0 like ,lie c1.p~I"lS fo. ,be Shih ... ,,11 him.
th.,e rollo d mo.e Ilo ... ry behind hi. oomp."y, Some eonniell hid advised Francoi.
Sahid, ,h. VOC in,e.preler in Ed.bin tba, i' would be more prestiai"u, fcr K.tel ....
to make hil .ntry ln,o ,he e;,y .... i'h ,h••Iephlol., '" ho bltl 10 wli, ro. Ihem. Tb.
P.rsian orricials bad nOI oover.d the elephants wilh do'h ClIv.rs as Ih.y had been
ordc<.d, alld ,h. VOC had '0 pay roo Ibese upenKS. Th.... pteceded by 'he .i,
.Iephall", K.,.I.., fillall, ",ade bi' cololt,rol entry w;,h lIIoch pomp on MlY 11.
1717,'

Mean",hile ,h. n~aO,i'lions .. i,h ,he m.robanl' had "atred in Banda. 'Abbas
F,om 'ho diffioul' SIan or ,he dileU",iou. il ...... olear 'hO! Kelel.,. h3d no,



.ucceeded in smO(llhin~ ove' .ela[ion, bo,,",'een Ihe p,,,i.. , fo, [he merohanll h,d

..ked (0. , dC13iicd ",'ement or goods which h,d ,ecenlly beeo I,oded by the Voe.
informouon which h,d neVet been IUpphed hitherto. The eUSIomary procedure "'u
[I.,t [he me,eb,otS p:oid 0 vi.i, '0 ,he VOC 'ehouses. In tbe e,se of balk 100<1._
tnde "':11 colldueled lin the b•• is of rouib e"" tU ,,,,be. tb3l' p"eeilC ...eilb'.. Picee
goods "'e'e ,.u,ed diffc<eOllr i.. tbil CalC hao.....e'e u ....ed lha' 00 lnod•
...o"ld be. $CO' '0 Ed.b,o and were liven d.railed ,ofo.mu,on Van Bie.o , tbe
Actlnl D',eelo., told ,b....erehonts Ih" omy chUI. in ,h. ","s'o"'... y p.ocedo could
b....ported 10 hIm Th. m.reh..n!! hO .... v••, follo ..·.d rhe old p'oc.du.e ,nd visited
rhe w,rehou'e. fo. ''''0 d'ys, Afte, th. in.peorion, Ih.y d.clar.d Ihu Ihe.e w ••e lao
m,ny goods ,nd 'ugg.sl.d thu lhey would only buy bulk loods.••poei'lly ,ugaT V,n
IJic<um finally I'v. th.m a lill of .Illoolb ,,-,'I.bl. ,fl., much di""lSion

On May 12.1717 ,h. m••eb,nn 10' "nhe, ,heir "'Ien,,\ 0'.' "".h .on Bie.um
'l3In ,nd .obmilled Ibei, plica. whicb be eon,ide.c<! mo.II '00 10"'. Tbey ,Ilowed
IIi ....htcc d,ys '0 dl:Cide for tbey woold nol "",it .. ny 101l1er. 00. were they will,nl 1o
p:oy fa. 110. ,nods wilh caSb ,n"Qd or "'i,b d",f,.. Th.y osl!.d no Biuum fOt' a
leUe...o"nl .hU 00 bo.inC$S h.d "".n pauible on lhe b:,." of Iheir bid.. ..-hieh lhey
w.nled to .how '0 Ke[c!u,

On M.y 17. 1717 v.. n Ihcsum m.de. eaua,e,·b.d for c..~ payments. Th.lsenll
reph.d ,hot bu,ine.....ould only be posl;blo if n.e P';tlc;pal mc,eh,nll could p,y ... i.h
d,~fll 01 eight month,' sight .nd the olhe, mer.b.nlS wirh d ..rll at five manlhs' li,bt
V,n 8,e,u", <Dutd not osrcc to thi,. ro. B.13vi, h.d liveD o.ders thu oaly mle•
••,in , euh p:lym.nts "e.e .1I0....d·

The .bohh>nda<. Mi... No. AII.b. tri.d '0 ...edi"e be....en 'be ''''0 J>2fliu. II.
told the VOC IlIte,pret.. , Burk._ ,h., the VOC broken ..ere to bl..me far ,he d.by
In COflel"dinl b".i ...... bu. ,1uI[ lhey .........illi". '0 dcot di.eetly witll • Dutch",,"
Durk.n, rold hIm lhl1 ,. th.c cos< ll1ey .houtd conl..et vao Bi.s"m d"cetly, but he
m"m,led IbS! til. mcreh.nll wcre to blame Ketel.. , ".d d.I.}'ed hIS departure '0
E,f,h.n ,n a,dec 10 de. I wi,h [h. mcreh.n.. him,.lf, bu, lh.y had nOt .ppcured, .nd
appuen,ly did nO' wanl 10 be ' ...onabl. M;,~. Nu. AlI.h informed Bufken, tllst Ihe
me'chonll would leo.. in si, daYI' 11m••ad the bu,inc.. mu" be eonclud.d before
,h.n Tb. me,ehan" we« ... illin, '0 p.y io euh 00 condition that .he prices ......
lo.... 'ed Van Bics.un .ef..sed .0 0l,ee.o tbis prO_I, I"'rti••llrly io vi.... or th. het
that he to.'" th.t Ih••,ents did "ot have .. oy e..sh ... i.b .Ile...."

On J"ly to, l7l7 Ihe "I.nu or Ihe p.ioeip:ol ....rehu'.. '0 ponielb. H.iji
Hoselo ODd lI.. jji Yu.cr, and ,be olher me.ehl .. ts I.fl Band•• 'Abbu. V'O Biesum .....
'lui,. tok.n .b••k, for be (ear.d IIIIt he ...o"ld be Ituek wllh the load.. Ha ...ucr,Ibe
b'okers reparted on July II thS! .001. mereh.n" h.d ,t.y.d and w......illinl 10 do
bu.iness Th.y vi"ted Ih. Dut.h foclo,y on ,,,I\' 19 oad eon.lud.d a .al. with
poy",.nl' by d.afts 01 1 month,' lilh" whi.h had b••n m.d. pauible by ae'"
iaslf"et;on. f.om B.. t... ,.. Illowinl s.le OI.. i".1 paym.ol hy d..f1. on .ond't'on tb.u
Is'l. volumes Or loods ,",ere saId"

V, .. B'es.......... v••)' nppy .. ilh Ille .esult. wllieh wa. bcllU tba" be h.d
hoped fo. If .be "Ients of .he principill ...erehants had ,emained io Band.. 'Abba.. If
lI.jj, lIose" had 113yed, no ....,ebut would Ilav. d ••ed to conclade .h. dcol. H.jji
lIos.ia .. ,ole an on"y lelIC' to tile m.rell.o.. from La., accusiol tllem of linin,
blOken Ihe ..g.cemenr nol 10 buy ..ny 100<11 f.nm Ihe voe that y... H. threatened 10
lake up thi. m.II •• with th.ir p"neipal1i in E,fahan and to moke ,hem pay fo' il.[Q

Kele'''' eommenr.d upon ,he•••vents ," fallow", il ...., el... Ihat the p,incipal
mcrchantl h.d tried 10 ..ale I coup ..nd define Ih. lerml of eomme",i,l tr,n..elions to
th.'. O"'n ben.fit He h.d alllD discussed lb. mUI•• of the .eeus,'ions 1II'ftSI tb.
VOC St.rr ... ilh tb. rnc.ehoal1 io Esfo..." .od h,d m.I Ih. a....e reaetioo "' io Sh'",..
N.vetthel-. 10.... o( 'be p,i"eiplll merehoolS Iud t,ic.d to iaflo.acc .b. E"t""",d al­
Do"I.II 50 Ihll he would issu. ord.n diAdv.....'.o... to 'Ile VOC. They "PC"' :as lIluell
O. 1,000 lam.10S 0/1 bim, Ilis sec.eta,y, lhe Mos.o"n-ye khUKh ItId Olher officills. II
woo 10 no ..""ii, ho ...eve., (0. K.,d.., ••poll.d on Qc'obe.' I, 1717 thlt tbe principal
mcrehanll hod met wi,h th. £'temod ol·Douleh ond h.d b.en turned down The
me",h.n" ••acl.d by pubEoly demanding the .elti'u[ion of th.i. bcibcs. bUI th.y

"



lI~r'I'C!lcd only shame and dcrll,on. Aceo,dln. to Keltl.s, the call"" or the •• Ie ,n
Bandu 'Abbas had been lhe improvcd ~lmolpherc in the neo.tiat;oM wilh the E'lcmad
al.Oouleb aft•• Suly 1717. 11

Onl)' (ou, day••fter hi) ani ....l. Keltlaa. was received by the E'!cmad al·
Dould. in audlc",cc. KCIClu. pr=ntcd lb. telle" C.Oft> Ille Governor-GclIeral and
Ilad tbe clcphull jKrr",m :0. show. Althoulh huto was Uid. ,hI; ,.ocptilln .....
rc.~n.bly fdendly, The E'tcmad al·Doulch did nOl forlct 10 inquire whether
Kclclnr bad Other orClentS lhan elephanl$. On June 11. J717 the Shih received
K'Icln. in audico"".!·

The ri .., hlll;n= ,,"ulill, wilb Ibe E"c",.d :0.1-0001.11 look place On Jill) II.
1717.

He•• the muk of feiloed ~lilcncs. was dropped. aod the prime m,omer
sbowed a bru.qllc and 10lally di""uuble "",nne•• wbile puni", his
nlOUS,~dlCS in order by runniu, throuch thenl many ,i_. witb ~is I,eedy
h~nds. possibly 10 ,ospire mOre ,espeet and frilht. for " .. Iy if One ean dcfesl
an enemy wilh bil and Jonl moult~the, tile Per.ian. wHl .Iways win

The discussion wu in hCI • repetllion of .bose euried nn belwcen til" ['temad al·
Douleb aad Gets fo, ",any mon,"" ,a 111}. The [·......d al-Doolell ,old Keteln, .b.,
the VOC must pu,eba.. 300 ""'IU or .i1k pn yea, from Ihe Shah ,n uehaRlc fo,
uemplion f,om c... I<,m. to an .mo..n, of 20,000 lOman. of impo't. Ind expo"., 0' the
vae would h.v. to pay cu.tom. Ind imposts juS! like ordina,y merehan"

K'leln. r.plied that hc h~d com. clp,essly to Ittlle amicably ,he difficullies
wll.icb had ari..,n about Ihe privil.,...,an,ed '0 Hoop:ltlItr ia nOI and 10 effecl Ibe
,noulioa of lb. dissdvanlaleoul dccrees i.....d 'eeently ia ao amicabl. ruhio" Th.
E'temad al.Douleh .ubmltted thn' Illil '"as impoII,ble, bee.u,e the old pr;vilegc. "'e,e
d.trimentsl to th Shah If the voe WOJ nol willin, '0 e.rry on its tr.d" on 'h. b..i.
or the a,..n,emen. h" had p,ooosed. il "ould I.ave Pe"ia, e.peei.lly ..nee the
eOlllpany ooly ·'..poned ,00<1. Illcb a••ap. wool. rr"ill. lod " ..ba,l< into Ihi.
tin.do.... Which othe" «Iold euily import jUIl .. "'ell or co"ld bt: dispenstd ,,'ilh
altogether, whilsl (the Company) ror Ih. trenlcr p~rt uporled mo.1 of lhe eountry'l
money', ts

Ke,.Is.. "i.d al lenllh 10 eOM',nCO .he [·,emad .I-Doul.h or the nlidity of
bi. points or vie ..., ud ,hell b" ,nrormed hUll ,ba' ir i, wn ""possible '0 .neh ~

rcaso,..ble ..,nlemen' he would hive to .."te 10 Blllavia fo, rullh, illllJU",ionl Th.
E'lemad al·Oouleh became ,·e.y an"y ~nd 1Iid ,h~, Mohammad h'hr Be, h,d mnde "
quile cka, ,hoI lhe voe mult ••nd • plenipolentiary. In. b,u.que m'nnOr 100 "k.d
Kelel,.. why. if he was nOt. pleniPOlenri.ry he h.d bolhered to comc. beca" ...
otbe,w,,,,, he ..o"ld h.ve «Ineillded Ihe wbole .... llcr wilh Or,.. K(l.l~u ,ephed rhal
MoUt.unad JI'r.. Bel bad 0111)· IIted Ihu somebody of importance .Ild lurbOnll br
It''I,llId he had ne,....ked for I plenlpor.",ilr) The [',em,d nl-Douleh pe'lilled
,n hi. polil,on .nd w,nled an nsrc.menl only on the bSlil of btl propos.L Ke,d,,,
.a.. ,loll no proS,e.. could be m.de SO he I"uc$led 'hat the E' ..mad al-Douleh appoin,
a nelor,atinl «Im...",c•. Af,cr "'0.. IUI'hy dtl<:"uions, the ['remad aI·Douleh .greed
[0 Illis a. I favo"', stipulating Ihat Ihe «I"" ... ill'...·o"ld hue 10 rcpor, '0 h,m ahe[
five day."

Kelela., allO ..ked permilllon fo. Dell 10 I.ove for IInnd" "Abb... but ,he
E',.mad .1·Douleh .... nred him 10 ",y unl;1 rhe end or ,hc ne,o".""n. KClcl~..
arl"ed ,bll OctS hid DO p:lfl 10 pby in the nelo,ill;OIl" 'bit ,he Duteb ..-cre a he.
Dation Illd lbal Ihc E"cmad .]·Do"kll co"ld DO' barm b,,,, if be lerl. Tbe E'lemad 01·
00,,1.10 .pp.."nlly did no, ..-,lb '0 ",ok. an inuc or Ihis 'lOtllion, I"d rcplied rhal
aell would only h",. 10 u~y for I r.... d'yl in Esfohon" "fler ,loll III' round or
lark., 'he Durch ,ricd 10 find olll whu Ihei, besl IJRe or policy milhl be. TheY.lked
,h.ir r.iends a, "o..,t and were lold Iba. Ihei. dirr..enee. could DO' be: "Illed. unless
Ihey prelented Ihe E·te ....d .1·Dollleh 111II Q{~er iDlPOrL:lnl III'Dillcrs w;'b COlllide.able
.mou"l1 or fIlOncy.16



Thc 0 ..1 ",cCtiol .itb Ibc I'crsiao Oel0l111inllcuo tool< pllee 00 July 14. The
l'eniaas "cre lcd by tbe Mostoufi-ye tbasseb wbo received tbe Ollteb reasonably well
The I'euian elaiIM were rcjeeted by Ketcl,..r .10Rlthc lilies of hil ' ...truetio..... \\'he..
no "'Irce",enl could be raebed 00 ,be'" .... riou. POil"~ ,be I'cnlan .ide ,uUC5ted thll
Ketelall li.e a ",rinen undert.tilll Ihal the VOC ...ould ~y Ihe Shah'. e11im
amollolilll 10 6I,ODO 10mU', Ketclal' replied Iht il 'OIollld be ,mPOssible 10 Ieule
their difference' if ,he Per,ian, wcre oot prepared to be rea,onable The MO'!Ollfi-ye
khaneh promi>ed to di"ll" the ma"er wilh Ihe E',em.d al-Dollleh .nd 'he fir,t
meetinle",me 10 an end. The !)uteh .ent ,heir interpre,er. 10 Iheir variou, friend. to
.,k for advice, bUI 1I0body 'OIa. prepared to offer any idea. for fcar of the E'temad al·
Douleh"

The lecond ",e..ioltool< place 00 July 17. Tbe Mo",oufi·ye khusch aonounced
Iht he "Inted 10 uamioe the books of th. VOC Ilonyaas Illin Ku.blr lold him
thlt he wlnted 10 distulS Ihi. wilh hi. staff He fared thl tbe E'temad al-Douleh
bad .Ireldy ICOt an o.der (1.'lillCb) 10 Mi.a /'On Altlb••be Ihb!lao4ar of Ba..d..
·Abbu 10 ....... Ihc VOC Ibnfllll Ind '0 co.. rilcalc tIleir properly, .lId Ihal they
..·ould hue to come to Elf.lIn ud .hll furlber trade with the VO<: wOllld ~

forbidden '0 all ....Iella .. " Thil ..o"ld be a vc,y n.S'ltivc develop...... , fa. 'be VOC.
for 00 prof,t! eo"ld be _d. if the P.ui.n, ioer.'ued ,b.ir demud.. aod finlly
.nfo,e.d payment of wbll th.y con.ider.d 10 be a leli,il"ale claim. Ketelllr,
tberefore. decided ,bal tbe wlY to I .eUlement of Ihe d'.pute hd to be .moothed by
.n offer of money"

On July 31 ,he E·I~mad II_Douleh '~plied tbat he wu p.epored to .nnt th
VOC the nme pci~i\ege, wbich HOOllkamer bnd aequ,red in 1101 witll tile exception of
tile follow;ng:

OJ Free .XP<)rl of duca" would nOt be allowed bccau,~ this hd no, b~en

Iranted in th firmlnl wh,eh Hoolhmer had o"..ined_
(i,) All VOC eorlvao. would Itav. to be examined Ind tbeir bale. "'aled
before departure, "' in ror",er ti""L
(iii) The VOC would bave to ..·.ive Ihe Shah·s debl '0 ,he VOC.
(;vI Th~ "«Oloilie locder."· 0' "uly load....ould h.ve to be I... i.. th~

,"'O"l".t hen..fotth

He 01... inrOlmed K<lclUr thaI tit. Sbob's elli", On ,lie VOC .mouoted to 61,192
10""'" U Ihlt tim.. TIli, I"'OUOI would ~ wlived if KClela" would Igrce to Itil
OrreT

K~tcl.u info'm~d lite £·..mad .I-Ooulelt on AUIU", 3 thlt he ""uld 110' lecept
thiS ofre., .nd he w.nted 10 know by AUIU", IJ wltetlte. K~,~lur would .ccep, Iti.
orrer of July II or not If nOl, Ite would prohibit all vee Ict;vit;e. in Pe..i. Ind
eolleel tile Sh.n', cl.im immediately. F~ced wilb thil tltrelt, Kctelu, accepted tlte
E·rcm.d .1·Douloh', oHe•. Since Ih~ re"inn, hnd al.e.dy llnrted drowinl up In~ new
firm.nl tlte interp,eter wn lent to the Monoufi-ye kh...elt who wu ;n ohar.e of lit..
3c,i~i,y '0 .i_e him .ome money On AUlu" 2. tll~ firmin, w~.~ rudy, but befo,~

tncy could be handed o~c<, Ketelur bId firsl to .end 1,000 'Omlns 10 Ihe E'«mld II·
Doulet, Kelelur tbu. fioally ....i_.d Ih. del;.ed docum.o". and to .ul lhe new
al,eement Ihe ·praen"· pr~~;o"lly arTlol~d "'er~ haod.d O_er to Ih. E'.e ....d II·
Doul~h, tile Moslo"f,-y. khlaeh and other oHieill1 ;0 Ih~ pr........ of willlCDC$ all
1."1"" II II

Th~ eco1l0m;e ,itlllt;OG io p~.. ia had ltOt improved durio. Ih~ yn. 11\7,
Wor ..... ooe of tbe soldicn .ceomp.oyiol K<tclur. I;v,," I vivid descriptio. of llt~

liluu;on io Estlban.t thll tillUl:

T"~ e.pell.e aod poverty in tb. Residence ..... so IC"OU' at that ti1ll1l and the
learcity of brad lueh, thlt all dud elmd., mule. aod horses w..~ alen by
the hung.y helll.. Ir I horse died in our factory Ind wu thrown in lbc
It,cet tne poo, h.d Icrlped I .... y i.. mea' wilhin on hour. When we paid I
vi.il to the A,menil n luburb or Jolfa once, • beBBa. womnn liked u. Cor alml:

"



On our relorn "'C found her Iyinl dead in tho road and. dOl "'OS In~winl he'
hend. Th. Pe"jlM wcr••• unmercifUl (o ....:ltd. the poor. IS the .mhoil,do,
Kc'cln' who hId b,cod nd w;oc distributed wu com"ossionuc'o

The polilial .;luuiDa bad also deleriorated. The Mo"!., Arabi hId mounted
all upcdil;OO api.lSl !h.braio ;0 Jill, 1117. The, ...no 11'10 Ic,iY. else"'her< in Ih<
(;,,1(, for 011 September 21 lhey seized an Elllli.h Ihip, Ihe £1'Ulb<'f., which ........ 1)·;0.
III lhe .oad.lud of Bllld.. ·"bbu. Afler nrill. SO"". Ibo.. lhe crew ned I.hore. Th.
orri.i.l, in Il:Indu -"bbl. p.oicked and look .ch,c ill the hin'nlud wi,b ,helf
property. Own.... or pack loimllt did loed bUline.. (0' the .ich paid 30 '0 40
M:lhmudi. pc' 30imll1. The Eoali,,, Direcrar ,cnl a Ihlp to MUlll"' 'he nell do}' and
lOt hi. Ihip b:lck. w"ile 'ke MUlllal Ar.bI ~polOllized. ,.yinll ,key had belle"ed 'he
.hip '0 be ~ POrtUIUe.e one."

On Sep'ember 17 Ihe eoutt reee;ved PC"S 'hal Rlb",i" ~ad boen '"lcked b) lhe
MU$q" Arabs. The E·,e",.d .1-ODuleh infOl"'ed keldur tint he mu" ordc' hi, "arr
in BaDdar 'Ahb.. 10 keep Dutch ,hips ready 10 traDlpart Peu;an ltDllp' to Babla'"
Ke'daar ..", , reply that he wa, Dot osed ,a leUi"l orde.. from .ay but hi' mU,e"
,nd lbat Ihe.e "" nO Qu",'ioll of DUleh .h,ps boiolllled fat 'hi' pU'poIe"

0" Oc,olN:r 10 Ke'elaar wro'e 10 B.nda< •... bb,' 'h" lhe eourt i' -fi",l1\
~r;.. nl from lhe d,e.m5 or plUlu,e" and wa, Beuinl really Illrmed by lhe "ew, of
'he occllpalion of Bahr.'" by lhe Mu,qa' ... ,.b,. by the hel ,h" Geo,gia had b.en
Ovcrrun by rebel•. Ihac He,u hid boen l.ken by 'ebol, .nd lhoc lhe U,boll ,"fe<ted
!thor"""n Ind "ete lh,e"eo,al I.e proviDe;al eipilil. Malbhad ... , lhe i",isIenoe of
~f}'am Belum, lbe Shih's Ire.,-luD'. ".0 pUI , 'Ob!llaDli.l .DloODI of tItODey at bi,
di,_l 10 Ihat end, lhe Shah decided '" tee"i, aa army U

Foor d,ys Laler Ihe E'leDl.d .1·Dooleh IDvited knel:ur 10 hi. holllC. Afte' bllf
,n hoor he ..0' III his .dvisers ....y and uked Itelel.. r to come ."d .il ne,I 10 him
He ..'1I1ed 10 horrow some Du,eh ,hip, 10 fiahl lhe MII"'lI' "'rlb, and reeonque.
Bahrain. Itelelu, 'old him ,hac he had nO IUlhor;ly 10 lend. rcnl. 0' 'ell ,hips. The
E',emad ll-Dollieh lhen lold him ,h., he would wrile 10 lhe Qovetno,-Gene.. 1 [0'
naval anill.n.e prov,ded Ih', hil leUer ..as len, 10 Buav;a U lhe firsl opportUnily,
The Shah "'ould ",;Ie • limil.. le"cr, aDd lhe E·lem.d II-Douleh str....d lhal mom·
eompli.nce wilb 'biS ,eQuell ..ould be l.ken at d;stCSpcclful 10 lhe Shab, Hi.< lene' 10
Ihe Governor,Genu.' had alrudy beca prepared Ind Ite,elu, Iccep,ed il willi. ,he
required prolocol ... , lhe ume lime he t:>rew"'cd lhe E'lemld 11·Dc>nleb .. ilh , 0.'"
t:>etilioD conlaiDi.o1 fOllr requals. viI:

(i) ..... i".n.e in .olle.'inl Eb<ahim Kh.n', debl.
(i;) "'ni'llnee in eolloel;nllhe debl of ,everll m.,.h.n,",
(,ji) n~'cxem,,'ioo fo' 'he lIanyans in vee employ_
('v) The f,e. cxtJOr, of ducus rOl lhe vee

The E"emad .1·Oouleb prllmited KOlclur lhat h......old Iry .nd do bll "e.y !lc$1 lG
accomodlle him."

Afler blvial IIkell hi. lave of 'he Shall. on Novelllbe. 17. Ite,claa, ..."•
•eeeived fot a h,ew.n 'lIdienee by Ihe E'lem.d al·Dclulch. The la"e, lold him III."
lhe Pll'tulueK "'Ieal. lhe "'ululline p'd,. AMonio de S,...o, h.d ,nformed him lh..
lhe viooroy of Go. would l>c 'eldy 10 ,upply Pe.. ia wi'h ,hip, '0 riihl 'he Mil',!",
Arabi. He .1'0 •• id Ihlt 'he ".eneh had promi,.d sGme ship" bUI de s,."o had Wid
hitll Ihal lhe POrtUlues. "ceded no help from olhe". However. lhe POrtlllu.se a,e
unrclilble, Ihe E·lelD.l.d al-Dollieb lold Itetcl.... and " would b. belle. fot lhe DUI.h
'0 eGnquer MlUQa\. To lUI cad h. w.nled 10 lend all illlpOr<ItI' oHioi., '0 Ba'IYi, 'G
eOlloh'de a "ca'y .. il••h. VOC .pi..., MIIIq.L Itelclaar ,caCled llill il w1l aa.
IICCCSI3.ry 10 ,""d Klm.Oae 10 Bu.,,;•. beaUIe hi' itlStra.,iolll were ""ile dar 011 Ibi.
paiD': .be VOC ..... aot iDlerc"cd io _ililaty ven....."- Sc.;OI Ihat ocilhe, veIled
IhrealS DOr .olicial pro.. i........d. Ketel....ha0lle hil mind. lhe E'temad .l-Pllole"
finally said lllu h. "'" fOtced to ,end In .",bnsador 10 GOI and asked ,hU he be
tran,potted by a DU1.h ,hip. Ke,c!au r.l, 'h' h. Could nol refusc lhi. ,equ." ,nd..

<



agreed 10 do so, provided the amb...ador waS ready in lime, i.e. before Ihe end of lhe
monsoon, in lIandar 'Abbas. The E'lemad al·Donleh promised lhal he would be Ihere
on lime aod gave Kelel.or leave 10 relnrn 10 Baoda. 'Abbas.:·

Nolo,
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7. KETELAAR'S R£Tl!RN JOURNEY AND DEATH

K;.tebar 31ld hi. 'Uil. fioally left E.r~hln 011 November ]0, 1711. The p,lcc of hil
,;oll","y "'1' .Iow 0"';111 to bi, iUlIeu and 10 heavy ";lIhll 011 December " be
arrived ill Sbir:u where be was illvilcd 10 Itay by Lotf 'Ali "h.... who received him
011 December 23 :ud alkcd hilll fot .be J~1l of a few Ibips to n.hl lbe MoSQu Arabs
KctcLu, rcflll!Cd alld left Shiru 011 December 2&. He bad !cOI his bodY-lund ahead
at full .peed, for. ",=-cllicr bid arrived wilh lIew. abou, the Illack of lbe M".C/u
Aram 011 the ilbnd of HO''''OI while be was in Shiru. Th. pme h'IlIlCncd ;n Lu
",here lhe lIew G<JVCtllOf, V.'C/ub Sohan. al.o asked for ,hips and received Ihe um.
reply. Kel.laat (in.lI~ arrived in Band., 'Abba. on January 19, I7IS, By lhcn he was
tOO ill 10 {;Ike over the "'lIn.scmcnt of the VOC .rhirs and the councilor Band..
'Allbas thcrcforc appobued ¥an Biaum as hi, ,ucceno•.1

Trade im Bamd.. 'Abba, had reaelled I ~<ry 10'" cllb and Ihc DUlch fured tbal
when the Musqu Anbs took HorOlO.. I<ade wO\lld come to a 'laadllilL Tbe Eu,opan
SOldiers we.e Ir.ept ill the factory, b«a\lSC of lbe ""unailll}' whelber llle Musqll A•• t..
wOllld abo all..clr. Ballda. ·AbblS. Aoolhe. ,caSOO WIS tbe het thll lIUr.lud,nl
Baluehi, were l>ilblil>l tile coumt.yside ••ouod Banda' 'Allbu, and anyway. it ,',a'
"'Ore ulJCn.i~e to bire local marelll ....k"'en. Price, of balie neee"',ie, hid ,i,en
la.gely uwing to Ille foCI lhal Mu,qat A'lb, hid tlken Qe'hm. which wn Band..
'Abbas' sourcc of .upply. The Dutch therefo.e ordered 20 lonl of ,icc from Ihlavia 1

Tbe Pc"ian cn¥oy 10 the Po.tulue,e ¥lce,oy of 00'1. T.bm",",b Bel, .rri¥cd on
timc IS bad been p."",i.ed. The Dotcb deeided '0 ke.p :u ", .. i.t It po..ible bec..... of
tbc proai",ity of the /III..sqa. An"'- Talll.... n.tll Bel a.ked for .""omoduio. ror lS
IJCrso... aod ...... 110..... I. tbe .. ilbt of Feb, ..ary 11. Illi T.b", ...alll Bel left by d,
Umlnu~.'

The ael;on or Ihe MUlll.t An.bs had 11.,led i.. c.lI,ly Decembe., Ilil. On
Decembe.9, 1717 a ,hip accompanied by 2S .malle, ¥CI.el. had bc<:n ","hled ne..
Qe.hm .od Lorek. 00 December I I ;t Ippe••ed lbal rhe ",ew. of Ih",e ¥e"ell h.d
....cupied both i,landl, while the same day annrller nine Atob Ih'PI .ailcd Pill Bandor
'Abba.. II 1"30 IUlpeCled lhor they we.e headinl tor Hormoz. The Outch therero.e
decided to keep the ,hip d.. Hl1p-tO~el in lhe .oadstead for lhe time beins,'

Later i, wa. lcan. that Ihe Mosqat Arab:o bad anacked HormM with .,000 men
aad had Ilid .iele to the citadel wlliell wa, .till io Pcrli.o bands. The c"..del wa.
Ihelled daily. wbile the Arabi dill latloehed .nacks 00 coas,.l ..tUem.nu.....hid
COIt1.ed coo'leflu'lioo 10 Banda, 'Abba.. The fact Ihal one .hip and 30 to ~ .mall
¥ClSei. were lyinl ,n lilhl of Ihe tOwn added 10 the panic. Tbe ,",calthic51 merehanls
rled ioto th. lOouot.in, in ,he hin'erland The nel"l also cluled conlle'n",ion in
Elhhan, .nd rhe mOIl imporlant court;en lenl th.ir Serv.nts eve,y day 10 the Duleh
trad;OI statioo 10 learn whal the ,itualion In rhe Gulf ,.ally wa •. '

On Feb'ua,y 24, llli Yl'qub Sollan a"i~ed in B.ndar 'Abbas wilh abou, 200
men. Arrer huiol re""i¥cd the DUlCh (he ,du«:d 10 ICC rhe EOllilh) be p.id a retu,.
¥ili, .0 .he Durch ractory 011 Marell 2. Ketelur, fhnullI. '",p.o¥illl. ..... Ilill ,II
Ya'qub Sol,ao', retitles, to be alln...-ed to .pe.t. .i,1I. Keteln, io pri.... te wal l""0l.d
and. be"'''1e Ketelur wu .till io bcd. Va'qub Soitao had ". whisper ill hi, car '0 .,11
hi", ...-h.lbe, he .....Id hire de Hari/lZhrJ"l which had a"i¥ed on Feb..... ' 19, 1711.
Keldu. refwed aod poiolCd OUI that. since ,he Shih and E'temad Il-Douteh had
w,iUen abou' thi. miller 10 Ibe Go~erno.-Gcncral ill B.ta¥ia. it would be bell.. '0
wnil ror the ,eplies to the.e lenerl. Seeinl Ihal hc wa. lerr;na nowhere with ,he
DUleh, hc a.ked Kcteln. to parch 01> hi. rclation.hip wirh rhe Enlli.h, rOt the .erusal
to ICC th.m had been I'¥.n without hi, koo.. I«I...•

Oa Mareh I, 1711. the MU1qI.t Arabs ... re said to 1Ia~e .",.1ICd • I,eat force 11
Jolf., 10 p,... tbe Iltack 00 Hn.lDfl" 00 hbreh • "''''' of Ibelr vouch .... r. seco
te.¥illl Hon'''I'' and ;1 WIIS D,d fhll these were 10iDI w KODI to prev.", 'lie
POrtolllele coocclI,rali"l Illeir 'hips io that Ilea. Fin daY' lare" ne", arri¥ed thai
the P.",i,ol hid d.feated the MUlqll ro,ccs II KOOI, Meln.bile ,h. Enllil!l had
,efuled thei, .hip Anne to Vl'qub Soh.n who had become 10 angry thaI he ....



reported 10 have nid: .J .... nl ••bip rer ro~.1 50rv;ee oow even if II will eO$1 my
he.d"

The houilihes co.,i••ed O. March 10 when Ibe A••bs took some veuds which
'he Pe..i.... b.d broull" ,ol"'be. OlOPeSi,e Qnhm. T .. i. loss was ",.de lood.........e.....
by lhe ..ivai oC Xl 'fc:ssc.1s Crolll KOII 0" March 14. bUl ""forlulIllely they lu.d very
.m"l1 .rews. T". Musq:u Ar.bs .Iso <ceeived "e...ei"fore.lSlenlS wilh lhe " ..inl of
:lnOlher ship Jnd in Ihe rOllOWIDI IWO ni,hts there Was very heJvy bombardmenf of
lhe cilodeL

Mor. newl wos roeewed on Morell 16 wilen five people from the tlorrnoz eiladel
ordved in Ilondu 'Abbl' in 0 .mall boll They reilled thll Ihe Musqll Arlb. had
Inleked lh. ciladel rrolSl all .id.. On Mu.h l4, bn' bid been repcjled with lhe lots of
more '''"n 700 dad and ....~ wou,":\cd. Tbe Penialll b...d nrrored ollly 0"''' deld aod
fourteen w"ollded A. It'GOf of 'he vic''''y lhey h.d btoolbl wilh lhea .i. hnd. of
Mu.ql' IOldie •• who bad been 10 bo14 :I, 10 K:l1e .he walb of l"e d ••ddL The Dutch
did nol believe lhi. uory, bu, V.·qub Soll3n hd Ihe he.dl ca."ed thron,b the town in
triumph .nd hil e,nnOn rired lD eelebrale.

Tho Persiln, were irrilaled Ih.l lhe Europeanl ...ould nOl u.i.t lhem alloinll
Iho Musq.. ""Ibs. Jn E.hhu il was .umou.ed thll 'he DUleh hId reru.ed lbe
.hlhbonda"s reque.. '0 uSC lhei' ships 10 H.II'POrl troops '0 Hormo... Ind conclude<!
lhll Ihe DUleh were eolllbonlill w,th Ihe Arabs. The E·letllld 11.1·00.. 1101> 100 ....
311"y lbo,,1 ,I>e lIe"lnl luitude of lhe Eu,opean Compaolcs .lId WI' "POned 10 b.ve
•• id tll31 ir Ihey did 1I01 heltl 'hey oced 1101 ....... ill in Persi... VI'q"b Seltlll fell lhe
"'me. On M:ltell 22 he Isked Ba_is, lhe EIC Oi.ee,or. Co, Ihe 10111 oC \he Enlli'h
.hip Belv;5 .erused, for he .. id il w"" a tlrivate Ihip o_e. ",hieh hi. Comp.ny hId no
~ulhor;ly, so 'he ne~' day Va'qub SOh,1l prevenled lhe 10ldin,of lhe EnRti.h Ihip,'

The rell p,oblem5 bogan on March H lill, when an up.e" meSSeOle, from
YI'qUb Soltan Irrived from LOlf 'Ali Khn wilh order' 10 relieve Hormoz al .horl
1I0,iee Or d.sc he wo"ld have h;. h.ead. The ",me d1l.y I Du,ch bOIl' .... iled oul 10 d~

Ham'8''''''', .... p"nued by four Persi,a _."..,15 nd fired aDO". Ke,,:lur o.dered Ihe
boot 10 relu," to Ivoid bloodshed alld senl • dele,lllolI 10 V.'q"b Soltau fo, .n
e.plaouioa. AlIho",b the DutCh w..e relS01llbly well 'eceived. V.'ltub Sollon lold
them lhal he wanled 10 hIve. ship; be knew thl he would lot .e' one by rema;n;n.
poHle, ond '0 he changed hi. melhods. tic lI.$Sured lhe DUleh th.. h. ",ould hRve I
'hip whllever Ihe con. He alIa warned Ihem nol 10 .end d. Hnr;n,lUyn aWI~. He
could no, p.e.enl II r'Ont IImllll, bUI if ;1 did he wouJd nol leave a sinlle slolle or lhe
DUlch faelo,y IlndillJ.

Kelcl.., ordered lhe boal to be br""pl II 10 Ihe sho,e ,illee il had been
e".. rillC:lI.lcd de Cae to, and Persi ... $Oldie.. iIIelped Ihe DI<eb sailors .0 do ,L Mallwhilt
Va'ltub Selton h3d ",rrou..ded tbe En,li.h faelo,y wilh lroops. 11Ie ED'lish
,nte,p,ete. who had been sen, '0 ask fo. III e"pl.n.,illo bad been Ih,calened wilh
hlvinll hi. belly .lil open, bUl finally hRd bcen Illllwed 10 leI"e. The ne"l d'I'
Kclelu. sent lame represen,ali_n to Ihe Depuly Gave.oor, Kholrou ael, 10 a.k him 10
obllin the .elel.e of the Dutch bOIl. Kholfou 8el .t>Olo,ized fo. VI'quh Soltln',
hehlviour .nd promised 10 comply ",ith the requell, p,ovided til .. lhe .hlhbaadlr
,upPOrled hillt in this ...lIe. which he 1I."eed 10 do

The Dutch illlerpreter !old I..lral lhu VI'qob Sol... h.d desi,l' Oll the ship d.
HOflN,'"pt. He.-:o...id 10 have lold hi! toldier' 10 ICiu lhe ,hip alld IIloI if lhey
rclu,n ..d empty_h.nded. he would kill the....Il If lhe D1Ileh killed .ny of ,he",. ho
would loke .eveolle by killiol Ihe Dutch on 'ho'e. Thi. new. f.iled 10 lif, Du,oh
spirit. In the {aeta.y. especially since eommunieuion, hId been CUI. for V.'oub Salina
hId poOled IIUlrd. on all rhe ro.ds.

The En,li.h, take...~ek by tile d'a.slie .eti"o aSlillOl llle .... asked {a. 'wo
days' repr;ev.. 01 Ma,eh 26 ill Older '0 discn.. ,be tIIIUe, wi.h Ihe ship'. nplaill.
VI'q"b Soll~n 'Ireed 10 this ,eQDcsl .1Id niscd l"e ,ie,e 0( the EIIlli.h C~cto,y.

Beavis 110.. sel' his depalY .......d 1I.lld he r..tn, ...d th.. nUl d.r with Ihe aews lb'
Ihe caPlaia .erused to pDl hi. ship ., VI'qub Soltaa·. disposal. Afle. bc.rilll 'hi.,
VI'qub Sol'ln ;",medillely e"l arf fhe [nlli.h r.clo,y from lhe onllide wo.ld. He
11.0 look step. a,alnSl lhe Ouleh r,etrlrY A huad.ed soldiers [orcod .11 M"'dcm and



8anYIII lrIerehallll 10 leave the D~leh (ICIGcy...hile SO af Ih.m ,em~ill.d b.hind 10
blockade if.

The bloclr:ad. wu very Il,iol. far Ihe lwo d.hbuhi., who w.,e in eho,g. of lhe
lliockading fotc., wauld nol allow Ih. DUleh to f.leh wale, and lent them back into
Ih. faelary. It was al.o fo,bidd.n fG' peoale in IGwlI to 'lKak wilh IKOpie in the
flClory: thoSC who tried were eha..d aw.y by Ihe Hltdicu. finally, an Mlrcb la, I
BaOYIII merchant w.,. allowed 10 ente, the f.e{G,y. He told Kelcln, tbal h. had
IPOke" to YI'Qllb 50ltall lbolll Iheir d;.pu.., aod he hId beell lold Ih.. bis 0.. 11 life
_as al ruk i( he did 1101 .....11 let a .b,p H••as ptep:ared '0 lOiIC ",,,eh force to lain
hilobjeeli"... K.tclur told the Ib..nyan 10 ,.11 Y.'Club S<>ltall thn i, ...... imPOUibl< for
billl til comply witll hi. WilhU, alld thn hc would rather die d.f.ndilll th. fleUttl
w,th hOllout {hll ... ,urn '0 BUavi. in di.,race.

all the .ftCfn<>01I of Mareb a ,h. Enlli,h Director, Mr. Bea_i" having rec.iv.d
pe,mi..ion ftGm Ya'Qub Solt.n, w.nt alloud the Englilh ,hip la di,cu.. ,he tending of
lhe Ship {o the Perliao,. At midnight lhe ship ",iled away and cOllld ,till be ,..n th.
nut d.y being pu,sucd by I Mn'llt .hip. YI'Clllb Soltao wal fu,iGIII and VG"'cd
v.II,elnce, but the En,lilb deputy <:>lImed him down by pC.lunitl, ~i", wit~ a lettct
from 1Ic:I,,"" la Ibis lcttc •. Beavi. staled that, afte. the Clllu,a bad rofllilCd I ..... lId
,ime he bad doc:ided ell brinl so.... IbillS fro'" /:lo",bly alld bc kopcO 'II reillra ia '_0
"'I1I1IIu' tiDK. Ya'Qllb Solull tnld Ihe Ea,lilll tbat, if he had beea deceived, bc woutd
$Ot fi.e to tbe EII,li$h hClory.

F.arin, Iblt d. H"nnt'urn "ollld dHl dcpa.. , y,'Qllb SlIllln had th'ee ..eU­
equipped P"uian vcucll lurrollad th DUleb sbip, tbough oUliid••h ranle of ilS
"annao. The voe factory WIS also w.llguo,ded lad n.ither wner. f<>lld no, firewood
was ~l1ow"d in. Ket.laar th.,ofore ordned I 'alianing of suPpliel. fo, Iheir eniy well
contained b,ackllh water, llllt tb. DUlCh bad 'to'ed drinking,waler when Ihe Mllsqat
Iliac" b."11 aad e"Ctybody .eeei.cd one ju, p<:' dlY.

N."e""olou, som. eOtlt.ell w;th the ,",etld ollt.ide "C'. IIOIsibl•. From r".nd.
,n the ci,y ,ke O.. ,ch IU'nt lba. a mecting bad be.n eOllv.n.d by Ya'Qab 501'a .. wi,b
Ibe follo.illt: "'lieu Nllt Allah the Wbblndu. "kauou Bel rhe jaocshill. l.aka,iya
Khu ,he fIIrl1lCt ,hahhaad... Hljji Ita...1 On. of tbe tIlIin lradc parlnors of thc VOC
and ano.II.Y IIf HlIllO othn illlllO'llIIt morehants. They all 11I1ck.d Ya'Qllb Sol,an.
Miru Nur Allak bad asked bim: "Who payl the ellSlOIllll l.lId other imllO.t., fo, If tbi,
situation eontinuu 1 cecllinly will "Ot dG 10." Ya'Qllb SClllan hId ,eptied thll he WII
boyond caring linee h. cOlild be eoo,ide,ed deld. The oth." O3id lhal if this were
l'uc, then ""hY did he add IG the cOllntry', Wool by making th. DulOh and the EnSli.h
inta oo.mi.s? Th.y advised him to upili" hil predicameot u eOllrt, and Ihoy would
do .he O3mo. YI'Club Salll .. rio... alked 'hem ..bal be Ihould da The m.tehlnll
oUered eheir mcdiuic" Ind a.k.d him not to orr.nd tbo VOC allY tonier and lIatlly>:'
th.i, trad.. Hc a.ked Ihe", to CO<lUelt this ill Wtilial. but the ...."'h.nls ..hscd
feltinllhll tlte blame for kis hilur. would be laid It ,bci, door tat.r 00..

After a bloclu.de IUIIIII fou, days. Ya'qub Sollaa order.d lbat IWO Clmels
l...dcd wilb _I,et a.lld food be $Cn' '0 Ibe Dn..b fatto,y e"Cfy day. Ho allO tOld ,b.
merehanlS 10 Ip<:.k to Ketoln, a..d til lell bim ,hat he mull ha". a shlp In tht:
Ih.."ooll. the mo••hall" elm. to ... K.t.l... to relay tbi. mOllllc. hut ~e ,efll,.d
asaln. Th. nut day, Ap.il I. the m.,ehanll paid loolher visil ta Kct.lu, til d.mand
d. Horinc/urn. One of thcm, • ,ecent ...ival from Shira., uked Ket.laar haw he
wallid aceouol fo' himsetf to lhe Shah. if Ho,m01 we,e to fatL K.leln, told him th..
h. did oat ocod to worry lbou' Ihat. fa, Ih.t w.. hi••Hair. The voe had no tre.ty
IIbliplioll tG come to the rclief of Hortnllz. HC"II willi", to auist I fri.nd in ne.d
.. mlleb as be "IS Inllwed, b"t the VOC needcd d~ H,,'inftuyll, fOl its ""'. ill Mal.ba,
The am.....rcbanr. Oil behalf nf Ya'qub So/12t1, tbell asted Ilelclur fGr I wtin.n
.Ut.l1lCnt LIlli lie _lIuld "0' scnd d~ Hon_"upr ._IY .;thollt Ya''lub 5011... ·•
pcrmis!i..... If be _auld alrcc to thlt Iholl Y.·q"b Soha" .ould 'el.... the twO VOC
vCSlCli alld lCllve Ibe VOC hetory alooe. Ketelnt decliaed thil G((e,.

Meanwhile i, ..as rumo~,ed Ibu Hajji BaQu WII retucninl from KOOI wilh 900
mcn aad ord.n f,om Lotf 'All Khao to .ei,e all ship, in th. ,aadUea". Outlide Ih.
lawn, 8unnc.. were praeti,ing on their cannon, while loldierl were boins t,aincd '0



I

shoo' frolll vCSKls It ua. Y~'qllb SoIl.>.D h.d .tll\lit~<l. • bloolHllirsly rc~ltI.tioll. for
.ina: "is :..riul 011 Febrolry 2~, 1111 be had ordered the ucculioll of lIlOte lUll SO
people. Hi. II_II IOldicn fured hi ... I.eatly nd disliked doio. I,,"'d dllty "' his
hoose. This wlS IIDden,"ndlble siocc he bId ord.rod $eyeD soldien who had ul<.<1 for
,heir PlY. 10 hlye • Ill ..d lOll. • fOOl ell' orr, • ,,,:Ulllelll which 0111.1 ,lieD ~ !lad
Iccordcd only 10 ducrtcrs.

Hajji lIllor filially .nivcd 011 April 6, bill .ill. only UOlllell and 110 vcsscls.,
whieb he said wer. '0 co,"", lu.r. He hid lenen fo, Ihe EllfOpcaO, with him. blll
K.,c1u, ..:u '00 III 10 rece;ve hi.... In lhe .rtc,nooa. few mc<ch.nts v;.i'cd the VOC
hctory ..,d ,old lhe <(OlIn.;l ",emile" l"a, Hajji bile, bId beell vcry surpri",d II
VI'llub Soltan'l behaviour. He ".d taken V.'qub Sollan to \a.k ,bolll it. bccluse it .1.
done wilhout any aUlhoriution from letf 'Ali Khan. He also lIked 10 be ~llowed to

,ee Keldur 10 which lhe eoundl members II.eed. although Ihey eould nol 1>= sur<
Ihal Keldoa, would be well enoush 10 reeei~e him. The "eH dlY Ketelau wa, so
weak Ihat il was belie~ed lhat he would die and he lherefore look his leave fTom
e~erybody ·wilh mlny puern.l and pious ldmonilions·.

The inl.rpreler was senl lD Hljji B~fI.r 10 inform him of K.I.lur', .Ial•. He
~Iso r.<ci~.d LOI( 'Ali K.han", letler (or Kelelaar. The inl.rpr.l.r lold H",jji eaq.r
about th. oHeeeet which Ih. VOC hd .unerod ",od asked hi", 10 Ip••k 10 Va·qub
Sollae lboul il Thl Am. nillll a disOUlliOll 'ook place betw.ell Ih. two Persian
commanders_ HajjI 8",qe...ked Ya'qub Soltn on whose ord.rs he hid IIkca 'uoll
ho.r'le mea,u'e' .pilU' the Eu,opeans. whelh., he hd contemplaled whal Ihe
eOn••quen.e. or such Ictinn. milbl be. and wu, he had done alainn th. MllSqat
Arabs. NOlbinl. Hajji aaq., added. (or al.bOtrlh Ilc kDew 111.1 tb. citadel "'"3'
,u[(erinl frotll lack of Waler, Ilc b.l.d dOIle ontAill1 aboal it Take. aback hy ,bil
app,oa"lI. Ya'fIlIb SolIn illlmediately ordered I vnscl to be slock.d willi .... t•• and
..nl '0 Honno ' H. Ilso promi••d to follow lal.r himsclf will. lrooPS alld food when
tbe wled w lro.... r, Hajji elqe, ud Ilso ordered Ihe soldie.. '0 Ielye th. VOC
hc'o'y. bUI Ibey fured VI'cub 50llall SO Illnch Ihey did no' da,e '0 10 wilhou. I
direcl order from him. The n... day. Ap,il a, Hajji Baqc, scot two of hil f1ICO 10
dri~e Ih. $Oldi... away.

The eiladel of Ho.mol anc lbe larced sianll to show Ibal Ibt Wiler ~essel bad
3rri~ed. I" Irr;~al was ~.r~ limely, fo. aeeordioa 10 3 .eport by a Y.nel (rolD lb.
cil.del on Ap.il 9, 20 people had died In Ibe ei.adel ,inee March 16. The water
1;luolion wll ""li.. I, for if no relief came .oon, 'he ,."ilon would b. fo,ced to
surr"nder.

On Ih•• [ternoon of April Ill, Vo'qub Sollan ,udd.ely ord•••d Ihe EnSlislt 10
closc Ilteir faclory .nd .1I Ihe MOlI.m Se"'nll to lca~••• lthollgh non.MOlI.m. were
allowed 10 "ORlinue vi,i"OI the f.eIO'~. The cau'e of this sudd.n elllng. of policy
was unknown; lb. DUfCIl a.c,ib.d ilia th. ~eh.meol disc:ussion. Ihal had tak." pIa,,"
hetweeo Va'cub SollaR and Hajji elq.r. th. laller of wbom p.id a Vilil 10 Ih. VOC
faclo.y th. same cY(Dicl- Kelebar received billl 00 his li<:!l.·b.d .od lold him abou'
'he oHence luffered by Ille VOC and ,h.t be w.. su,p"..d tb•• de Haria"uy" had as
y•• 001 fired II the Peniao v....1s. H.jj; Blcer said lha. ,Ilc vaKil were only
o<lc\'liOI ...d hId no Ioostile desilU On the DUleh Iloip_ He lbo ..plliow Ihat
Va'qub Soltn W.I I bcadstrool 1Ol0. who would IlOI lir.'ell 10 r<alGll. II "';111.1
Ih.rdore be hetter if Ketel.... "rol. I \eller 10 Lolf 'AIi Kb.l.1 ...d he would sec 10 il
tbal lbe len•• rcacbed its dcati02rioL

£.ady ill Ihe mor.. iol o( April 11. lbo"t 25 lo'ac and small Musqll ycsxll came
f,om HOflnol .nd dropped an.hor b.l.lf a mile elll of Ibe VOC fl.to.y. H.jji Il3qer
immediat.ly weot 10 lee Ya'qub Sollill nd liked him wbelher be would prepare hi,
vessels or j1Ist IiI back Illd do oOlh,ol- YI'qub Sol'all ,eplied Ihll tilt. MUS'l11 Arabs
bId 00 bOllile ielenllo.... bul Hajji aa"cr dillirced ..od added tbat i( VI'Quh Soltan
WII nol 10ioilO do aoy.lliol. would he .t lUll pul h.s vc:sscls II Hajji Ba<le'" disPO$l.I
to aUack Ihem. Va'cull. Soltan I.reed 10 lhis, acco.d'oa 10 the Duteb, bec.u.e h.
hoped Ihlt Hljji Blqe' would be kin.d. AI sooo as Hajji OaqeT SCi sail, Ibe Musq.t
'hips came lowlrdlhim in full fo,,," aod h. Ih.refore llnded ,.a;o under Ihe walls uf
Ihe Citadel or Balldu 'Abba,. AI 2 o'clock io 'lie oft.reooo, Ih. MUlllot flolill.

"



arri.ed unde, full sail in the ,oad$\ead or Banda, 'Abba.. I\'hen Ihey came Into rinse
of de Ha.ring/uyn il firod a warning 'hOI, and Ih. Musqat .hip, lowe,ed 1h." uil ..

Th. Pe.. ion, ",e", bu,y load ina "....1' wil~ wate, and food Va'nub Soll.n
ala,n refu,ed to rotu'n th. twa. voe I~ips, but p.rmitted • "ilit to d. H'"inl",yn
aboard a Persiao "e",ct. On thcir r.tu,n, th. voe ser..nts reported that t~ere were
ten cases of sickne.. lboard the ship, or wh;ch twO wcre se,;oll" Thll oilht Hljji
Baqer was ,,,etllssfulill selldinl rour ycucls <:Inyiol}6 ... en to Hot ...o>..

The Musqll flo.iIla retafned to Ho...ttR.. afte. huilll ",ed once Ipill to en.ice
.he Persiln Ycuel, Out fro.. ullde. the protect;o" or th. eiladel, bill when il r.ilcd
they lert in Ihe .flernoon of Ap,il 12. The Penians continued to load ah,ps wilh
wll•• Ind food supplies ud th.y aho mounted twO heayy cannOn •• N.khl-e Khod.
one 1I1,le ea" of Banda, 'Abbas 10 fire on Musllat, ,hit><, about which Ih. Ou,c~

comment.d t~U it would no, ~a"e been. bad idu, if '~e Persian, h.d been good
lunn....

Thai nil~t lhe voe int••preter w.nl to ,ee lIajji Baner, Mlrn Nur Alb~ .nd
Khos,ou Bel to ult for Ihe r.tu,n of the 1"'0 voe "e5scLs. They aU <a,d Ihal Ihey
collid not do a"ylh,", Ih.n, beo"sc Vl'qllh Solllll would oot iiI/en 10 rcallln It
would be be"e. to wall allOllle, ,il days. b, which .i"", LIItf 'Ali Khao would hlYe
.rrived Hljji Baq.. al... told .he i",..prct.. 'hat Ioe had ,e«iyed inro....llio.. thlt u
imporLa"1 Musqll' lellerll had arriyed fro.. Jolfar On Hor...o. snd \hat 'he Anbs
were expecti"l IIIOther 60 "e$lels and 2,000 troops. H~ said thu Ih. M",q., Arabs
"ere ."'are or ,he DUlCh po,;tion Ind ,h)1 WI., why 'hey hid nOI .Il.elted Bandu
'Abba•.

On Ap,il IS Hajj; 8'n" 'Clurned '0 Konl, app"en,ly bec,u$~ he could nO
longer pu' up with Va'qub Sellan. The MUlq.t AtObs sen, H "c.scl, '0 Konl in ordc,
'0 pre"en, s~,ps be;na sent from th.re to 8.nd.. 'Ahhas. Thc nc~t d.y heavy
bomb"dm.nt of rhe Ho.mol cilldel wI' ,e"ewed .f,er I 10"1 period of ill.ctlon.

On April 17 I mcae"ler f'"m LOlf 'AI, Khan I"ived in Bandar 'Abba, "'ith
Oew' of hi...mpailll aplnll tbe M"sqat Arahs. He had lI<:en Ible to put 9,000 m.n
ubo,e On B.hra'" alld ~ad wrin... 10 the co .." fo. ord.n with reprd to the O\I'cb
a"d Enll1." rerllsal 10 leod hi., .hips. The Ilea, day I MU",!lt (lo.ill. A,led fro...
Ho.m....o Nakhl-c Khodl and .h~lled the newly-eonslnc<cd 1.lillery posi,ion "';Iholll
p.omplioi any ,csponsc f.om the Pe"ilO1, hut .ltey could 001 p,even' I Yessel comilll
f,om the HormOI citadel with 'Orne womco Ind PIl1(lnl them ..fely ..hore. They
rcport~d thai WI1~' wu still ,carce in th. citad.1. V"'n,,b Sollsn ,ode to Nakhl-.
KhQd. Ihe nUl day to inspec, the domas. caused by (~~ Musn'" .h.lIinl and
wi,nes.ed Ih. Mu,qa, A,ab, laking IWO _ellels f,om Ih. beae~ Ihe,e wi'houi m.eliol
""y OIlPosit;on

Kelelaa, bid draw.. liP III oHieialllro'CSt lboul V.'qllb Sohln's behavio", and
se .. ' Ibe inte.pret.r to M;.za Nur AlJah on April 21 fo, I fCpl,. The lane. said 'ha'
he hid I.led 10 eo..ylllce Va'q"b Sollall to ",e"d his ways. The tQult WII thst V.'qub
Soh d a lelter '0 be K"t from 'he Go... <f"o,-ce"eral in BU.vi. to ,h. Sh."
pro",i"ol 1 aui.,uce, and in Illi, le"~' nO menholl would be ....d~ lbo"t any
offence that had beell liyu Ir Kelela.. II.ced to ,II... J. HorHlSU.y" could dOl"'"
Ind Ih. old ,ituUion would be «$lOfCd, Kelelaa' Iher.upon .eO' I ,eply ""ltnl Ihal
he could nol li"e Ihese aSSu"nce•• nd ,hot nof .,en Ihe Shah .od Ihe E',em.d .1,
Oouleh had asked for Ihem.

On Ap,;1 24 meu.nl." from Lo,r 'Ali Khan ."i.,.ed wllh lellen fo, ,he
o(('eials in Buda, 'Abba.. It wos rumoured th.. Yl'qub Sohln hid been repnmand.d
for hi, II<:IIlv;o",. The nexl day Ml,za Nil' AII.b .sked Ketel... 10 hoi.. Ihe ria. II I
,i.o Ihat I,.de cOllld be.,,, Ip;n, hilt K.tclaa, ,eplied lUI, ., lonl a. the IWO VOC
ships had oot be.. ,el"'''ed, Ite would ..ot Itoi.. tlt£ ria&- It ......a p.eposterous t~at,

wloen the S"a" Ill.....ed 'lte VOC totnde r,e£ly ud "nhindered III o_e. I'eraia, one ..r
h" lilfbjcn, .ho"ld p,eyent it a ..d ,hen all of a ,udd"" .u: e'eryhady .0 ror,el wh~,

Itld bce" happeli"l_ Therefore, ,h. old ,ituation "',Ih 10Iai freedom of mO...e .... nl
milS! be reSlo••d, "nd if il "''', K«cln, "'ould see wh" hc could do. for at ,he time
he eon,idered him,elf • p,i.one!

"



\

The lieu day Mi, ... No. Allah wed Kelelau to postpone the deputu•• of de
HlI''''rrll~'' for 3110tllcr ,welve day. by which ,ime LaIr 'Ali Khan'a reply "'IS upc:ctcd
10 In.y. arrived. Olldll. Ihis period some >'tiKl. were expected r,,,m ItOll' 'lad h.
app:><elltly beliucd that as 10111 as I OUld. llIip WIS La LIlt road.tud tbe M.uqu
Arabs would not attack aa"d" 'AbbJ.l- Keld••, 'eplied ,hal bcQUK or Ibe s.oiurc of
the ,"'0 VOC v.!.:Ie" and iIInes. of il:l Cf.W. de H",,"I'''p' _lIld bo: fllr«d 10 stay for
sOme lime At the same lime he repeated hi. demand for the retelle of tbe two .hips.
Latcr tlu.t day. _.chants ""me 10 'be (acto,y 10 "Ide, bUI Kctclaa. pvc them Ibe
nme ,eply llul he hid ,;yoa Mir= Nllr Allah on ""p.il 24

Mina Nur Allah had also ••ked Ihe Em,li.1I 10 linin tbeir flaa. bUI they had
replied lha1 tho", wh" had lowered i, mUsl be th. ones to hoist il_ Bc",uK of thc
Europoan Comp.nies' attitudc, Mirn Nur Allah and hi, colleagu., maoa.cd to induce
y,'Qub Sollan '0 livc In. Tho ko'val (culell.n) of Band.r 'Abb.l wu .cnl '0 Ihc
Dulch faclory wi,h ,hc information IhOi Ihe DUlch migh, comc nnd .c, Ihcir ,wa
v.".h and Ihal hen.. rarth Ihe Pe,.i.n lerVants would be allowed 10 como 10 ,hc
f.c,ory. On April 26 all Ihe Pe.. ian ,.. nn'S Came 10 Ihe faclOry, bUI Kelel.ar did no,
hoisl 'he rIag. Va'qub Soltan "'as angry aboul Ihil and in Ihc .fternoon h••co, Ihe
kOlval witb tome men to uk him 10 hoill Ihc rial, bul "'.,elur repli.d Ihl! il did nOl
,ui, him '" do SO ,(lday, bUI Ihll hc would do il the nex, mo,ninl,nd wo,,'d make il
se.rn a. if ,ba, hd bo.o don. by Va'qub Sollan', s.tvan't. The nu, day .t lun-.ise
Ih. ria. was hoilled as promised aod norm.l Ir.din. ofH:ruions Ilarted I,.in.

On AO.il 30 Ya'Qub SoIt2.o's .pecial Idvisor, Ibe da",ish Sboel R.u, took to his
hcols. Thoir r.,uio.... ip had u"nod lOut, ••~eially "fIC. ,h. ftilur. of the Nathl,e
Khod" anillCTY _i'ion _hieh "ad bee.. cOllslfoeted "-PO" 'be darvi$ll' advice. Ya'q"b
Soltn hd bad lIla'y ItOC' cot do.... fo, ,b. porpose dcspi,. tbe prOt.itl of tb. local
P<>!'ulllio... n. _hole .acrci.. had beeo p,o...d hIll. wb... lhe .'&h lid. II lhe ...d
of April had IwOpt awa7 tho ...bol••o..,uo.,ion. Va'Qab Sol,,,,, o,dned lIil Idvi'ICr 10
be pu.....d and arrest.d ud he wu .....~ ",,,,hL H. ace....d hita of ha..in. pu' Io.im
up '0 bi. for.,.ful .ctions a.ain>! tb. E~ropean. and waoled to in....co.ate Io.i",
wilhout food o. wlt.r Afl.r oth.r orrioials inl.rceded for him. he wal kepi Illld.r
~rrnl III Ilormal COndil;ons.'

AllhllUlh K.t.ll1r had becn Ible 10 Ke • ':lIi.hclllry end;nl to ,h. dispul.
with V~'qub Solltn. h. did 001 liy. 10 ..ap lb. benefi" of ii, On Maoy 12, 1711 he
fin"Uy ,uccumbed to ,h. lIlne$!! which bad alrudy bccn pl'lueina him On hi. a"ival
in P.ni" in \116. Tbc nut day ho wu buded in Ih. Dutch c.m.t.ry half 1 mile
Outside Bandn. 'Abbns. Thc coundl appolnled Adriun van Di.,um, who hnd already
been aOlinl for him, II his '.mporary succe'sor.,e

D~ Har/nl'u>," lefl Band.. 'Abbas on May 30. Two day, .arli.r it had b<cn
rumaur.d lhat Ya'Qub Solton inl.nd.d 10 pr.yenl its depa"ur. and "10 wnnlcd '0
,.ize tho IwO VOC yessellll.g"in. Vall Sicsum Iherefore h"d th.m s.n, Oyer 10 Ih••hip
whieh ,h.n l.ft Qui.tly, Mina Nur Allah ••k.d ... hy d. HnT;n,'U}'n h"d nOI wail.d fOl
LOlf 'All Khla'. r.ply. lad van Bicsu," uid thll K.,olaar had ollly p,omiKd 10 wait
' ...., d.y. whi.h bad 1001 since passed." On Juo•• Lotf 'Ali Kh...•• reply fi .....ny
."i d in 1leuer to Miru Nor All.b, o,d.rinflhim to usi.. tbo DolCb in loneral a"d
_ilh I•• d.partore of Ib.i, .hip in partkular H. aho pro",ised thlt Va'Qob SoltlA
would be ponish.d••od lie ......"atcd oa Jone 2<1 wb." Mflh."' ......d Zlhed Solt2.o
anind i" Ib.ndar 'AbNS. H. al$D coftflscal.d V.'q"b Snlt...·s property wh.i.b w:u
cstim..,cd '0 ha.... ""a. of <lO,llIIII '0....... (Oft. 1.1 millio..). Oft Joly 21 o.d...
a<tiy.d to ..lid him 10 S.'raa alld 0.. AO,USI ,. 1I11100ds ....c IOld poblio1y."

In tb......nlim. Lolf 'Ali K.han had hcco able 10 n~1 Iho MUSQ.t At"Ibs from
aahrain. This devolop....al cau"d lb.'" 10 niH tho .i.l. of tb. Horm... cil.del aod
10 wilhdra ... from the isl.nd Oft Jun.~, TIl.y conliou.d '0 o<:<:opy lb. i51.od. of
QcIbm aod Lard;, however, as .... n IS '0 .onltol Ihippi"l ift ,h., p.rl of tho Gulf, so
,ba, local trade ••main.d II a lIandstil!."

"
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Ketelau had lauled the ""ood in Baravia accurately, ror the Governor·Oener.lll
.... 1I0t very pleased .. i'h the outcome or hil missioo. Not ooly had Kelclur depuled
from hi5 instructions, but he hod milo Ipetll a sub510nllml amounl of money. yiz. Dr!.
271,40$, nd thil upeodilu'e had 001 ...ved lbe iMunls of Ihe vee. For lhe free
upon of loldeo dueo15 bod nol been Iranled, trealy lOO<Is ..ould have In be dcli.e..d
../lether sitk was porchaud or not, carayans woold have 10 be examioed and Kaled,
and rbe Shab UpeCled the VOC 10 ..ivc its debt.

BaUlvil. CCNIIlmellred rbar Ibe formllaliOIl of Hoosb.mer·1 firlllil.o surely implied
tbe free uporl of duca15 altbon&!, il ud llO. bcn ltaled c:xplieilly. The fi,..o u.d
beell ........ tcd III rcspollu III I rCQUGI 10 I/lar eneel, ud if rbil pri... ilea;e had 1101 b<.en
lrallled thue wonld have beeo no lleed al all to iUlle tbe decree, for everybody WIS
perm;lled to ell'Orl duealf provided lues were n-id. Itetel.., Ihould Iherefore have
inlbled 00 eomplianee wilh the vee iole,oreluioll. The Oo ... erno,-Generml (0' hIS
put would nOI waive Ihe Shah', debl ond look lhe line Ihol silk 01 Ieul mull be
delivered in poyment Ihereof.

Althoulh &Iovia oareed thaI Ihe e:nmioatioo .nd Kaliol of Voe louds ,"0.
1101 all imporlaal issne. p,ovided lhal Ihe Persiall 10verllmeOl paid all Ihe «.SIS .,i.iol
fro'" i<. .b. Governor-Geoeral wa. disappoioted aboul Ibe Ilreemenl ott lhe dehvery
of the trealY Ionds. NOI ooly was the sales value of lbese aoodl On. 26.000, bill rbe
(aci 1.11.1 tbe loods bad 10 bc ddi...ercd whelbel silk "" supplied or 1101 was a
dil;'lecaliv~ 10 tb~ PCrliaa 10verllmCIlI to supply lilk .' all. Thc GoTcrllo,..(;cacnl
WIOled 10 senle Ibe Shalll's debl al I....n by pay"'eOll io silk, wllielll lbe C;oTeralllCol
"'ilhl bc illdlleed 10 do by lbc prospeCl of llle delivery of the trUly .oads, .od 00"
lhi' iodueemCllt had been lIelalcd.'

More erilici'm Wat 10 follow. whea io februu~ 1119, lhe ,hahband.. Mi,u
Nur Allab claimed poll-Ial fr(lm lhe voe Banyanl, The DUlCh prOle.ted, bee~use lhe
voe had bc.cn uempled from Ihi. IU, a 'ilhl coo firmed in I firmlo I ..aled 10
K.etelur. Whetl Lal( "Ali Khall eonlill.ed .0 iDlill Oil its paymeDt Ihe DUlel. ptOles.ed
U eOllrl. (or if thi. fir",all .... 1101 .espected, whal he vallie o( tile otller fi,mlo,
wltkb Kelelaa. bad obtaiudl The ao..erllor-Gencral ve.y displ......d about Ihe
wbole affair. He aecused Ketebu of ba .. iDI oblaiaed thc firmaa for the 8111Y:lO..
purely for his 0.... Ilory .lId ,eputaliOIl Illd he «.taioly ud oot beeo ia.lrueled 10 do
10. Afler Ill, Ibe VOC hid 1I0thins 10 do with tbese people alld could upeCl aeirlle'
use DO' prOfil hom lhelll. The Goveraor-General hid nol inlended 10 renC" tbi.
'iflll.O. bUI linee Lalf 'Ali Kbaa ..... nled to violUe it he ....a. obJiled 10 ia.iu on iI'
i",plemeoillion. However, BU.via ,,;puilled lbu if ill other pri .. ileleS were Ii.ble 10
be endanlercd by Ihis lel;oll becau.e elf a eoomel with lhe E'temld al-Oouleh, Oell
(who had relurned 10 Pelli. 10 sueceed K.etd..r) "'IS o'dered 10 I,ve io_ As ra' IS

8,1...i. was eon«roed, lhi' pankulu firmall .hould lIever b.ve bcen reqoelled...bich
also held rOt Ibe ....rlic. OtiC reQuested ud obl.iaed by HOOIU"'e •••

Th. crilicism was vcry lIarair, for 8lta... ia Ud wrinea 10 A....terd.m i. 1702
abolll Ihe firlllli IlIlItinl Ibe YO<: BIII)'ItlS ne"'PI;Oo from poll-III "'hal lit;, WI5 •
IrCiI hODour·... (0. the eo"'ll3-lIy. Kelel'.r hid been iostrucled 10 Obl.ill lhe
coRnrmaliOIl of all f'""lns 1'..lled 10 Hoo,kamer. lad Batavi. bad 1101 .....de III
neeplioll for Ibis n-rlieullr oae. He hid therefore leled quile rilhlly in obllill;1I1 ill
confirmation.

In vicw o( lhe eircumSlanccl, KUehtar'. "'iSlioD, in my view. hod been ruher
,u<ceufui. Of lhe four milo poiol) whieb the voe waoled, he was 1.111. 10 Ie,
.Ireemeat 10 1..0 poilllf fa..ourinl thc DUlcb yiew, vi1. f'eedom of lrad. io Pen,a .nd
eumplion (roro euslOms aod lU"" for VQC imporll and uports. wbile the third poinl,
lite uamioalioa o( VOC lnod....I arraoled ill' lIIIalier .ceepllbl~ 10 Balavi•• With
,eprd 10 Ihe upart Of d.... ts" he acted ia aeeordallu ..ith his illllrDClioDL He could
Ilot Ie. all uplieit .ilhl 10 uemptiOll fr<>aa ta.... bal obtaio.d I firm• .o colltlioilll Ihe
same pbrlliol as Ihe olle ..bieb HooahlllCl b.d obtained.

He bad, ..oreo.e" oblli.oed the w.iYins of Ihe Sbab'. elaim 00 rhe VOC...hile
he bad reCoiled to do Ihe ."'. for tbe VOC'. claim 011 Ihe Shah. 10 f,el be had beeo
liven a eommitmeol for itl plyment. .lthough lhe PClliao Governmenl ..peeled it ro
be .... ived ill eleh.nie ror I de f.clo rilhl lellhe lU-r,.. "pOf! o( due.u.

"



Batavia WU "lilt aboal Ihe Io.iab COIlS of the elllbassy, II.., w,ool ia bl.milll
Ketdu. for this.. Loll' upcricllcc with Ibe Penilll cou.t. aad Ibe auit\1de of tbe
E'te1llad al-Dooleb lowards Cku 'II 17U aboold have tude II etcar to Batavia that,
withollt the payllleni of co1t1idorablc alllOllllll of 1II011ey, no a••ccmellt ...old h.ave been
<caebed.. Lnstcad of crilic'zilll Ketelaar Ibey ,Io.ollid Ir.ave praised hllll for lettill.ll tbe
...... t 0111 of a very diffie\1lt "'liI.ti".., AI"':U clear frolll 0011' efforts to lei tlte
Peniaas to al,ee to Batavia', still "uu,landinl wi$lIe.. Ketcln. It'd obtaiaed tlte best
_,hIe ''''''It. The voe wOllld aOt beodit for lana frOIII tbe u*ly obl1'.. ed
p"v'leac:a. 01:11' Utempll to fellelotiale lOme of Ihe aafeed palMI ollly led to IfOnble
(or Ihe VOC in 1720, while the OC\:upation of E,faban ,nd laf.e p.r" of Pctl,a by
~blllud Kbn, 1011 of Mif Wei., nd hi. "flhan fo",e in 1722 relldered Ibe"":l de.d
leue•."

L itA 171. r. 584·5 (19/7/18)
2, VOC 1913, f. 477 (3113/11}
J. I"'d., f. 481
•. Tbrd, f. 4.0
). T"id~ f 477·786. ,,,.d., r. H9
7. Ibjd~ f. 4'3-14, .&6-17
I. VOC 1999. "llfoll.ted (lS/II{l2j; KA 171, r. 600 (19/7/11,
9. VOC 1904. r 202 v, _ 243. ,,(201l/19); KA 174, r. 1210-1211 (12/10/19)
10. CoollI..... 1910, 21)
II. 0", Ckts' cHons ICC lIi.lIIelllO...ad ..... VOC 1999 (1)/11/22). unf",liucd; "" tbe

AfIJ"'," «<,.. pati".. "f Pen,a sec l.octha.., 19)1i
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GLOSSARY

B~ny.n - lndi~n trlde,
Bc,le,beli - Gove,no'-Iene,.l
C.'I~ - appro._ 200 kIP
OuuBlleh • Cb;ef of Il1Ukel police, SII.,iff
Dellbnbi • OH;e.r eomll1~ndin,I plnoon of 10 soldi.rs
Dinn beli - Lord Hilll hJ1;e.
811ik I,hu; bo.II' - Chi.f mace-bcJ"er
E"t.=d ll-Doul.h - Ch~ncellor A P'ime_Mini,ter
f.Ualh blUh; • Chief of III.....lnlS
bncshio - Depllty love,no,
Jclolldu - outriders
Kadkboda - Ite:td of city (lu~uer

K.l...t., . Mayo,
Kotval - cut.lIn
Mc.ltflllndar baslli - Cbief of P'Olocol
Mob'dar - Keeper of the .ul
Mostoufi II-IM=lek - Treasure' of tbe ,tate provInces
Mostouri-y. khaucb • Tre:uuru of tb. '0",,1 dcm..aes
Na..,b - istut (Ioveroo,)
Nuer - jordomo
Qoll~, _ to",,1 lIue
Qollar Ilbasi - Com.....ader of d.e '0)'1.1 st.ves
Qollar .,bui basbi "Co........".. of t~e ,oyal slues
Qorebi bashi - Commander of .he _lInted U-.
R~hdar - ,..d-I • .,d
Rahda,; - 'Gad-loll.
Ra(lam - ,oy.' dee,ee
Sall.b-c "(I'" "P,iv.te ,"retl'y
Sa'dar - Gelte..l
Sbabb.ndll - CIISIOtlU ....11.'
T.·lill.h • dec,ee
Tabi" _ 'lIbordin~le oHieial
Tofanlchi buh' • CO and.. of tbe ",ateblocl:m...
Tllpchi ba,hi • CO lldcr of th. artill••y
Viii _ Viceroy
Vui, _ Depuly lovenOr
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