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PREfACE

The rapidly nS11>g 011 revenues 'n the o,l-nell states of

Ihe Arabliln Penlnsu1", haYIII hid • !'lumber of repertuS5,Ons. '"

malor consequence '5 the Incr.asmg concentrallon 01 economIc
wlllill!h and power ,n specihc Soel,l and spallal g'ou~ which h,lVIII

created 'core' regIons of economic developmlllnl Employment

opportunities Inultmg from this rapid development haye been the

major "pull" for people In areas peripheral 10 the core r&gions.
This procen hu created II ,apld urbenisation 01 the populations

'n the Arabilln Peninsula, spatially manifested by growing urban

centres ,n 11'1. core regions. (The A.R. Yemen differs from thiS

trend as II has Ilad it much stower rate 01 development, and Ihe

P.D.R. Yemen has IIIl1peflenceo urban decenlrallset,on s,nee

Independence after ;a period 01 .xtreme urbarl concentration under

the BlItlsh m&nd&teJ A. number of problems h&ve Mlsen fl'om thf.li
raptd urbanlsat,on, espac.ally water and hOUSHlg pl'OVlllOn. In

the long term, the urb.inls&tlon pl'llCeSS rNlY b,..k down the

trachuonal human .and nalural eeologle&l structures wl\hJn the

-'rabliln Perllnsula.

,

,



,

•

CHAPTER ONE

lntrocluttion

The Deyeloplng Countries have undergone e...tremel~ rapid
urbanisatIon In r&CliInt dee.des and now II IS commonly _nened
lhet lhe urban populatIons are grOWIng tw>ce u fast u those In

Ih. industrialised countnes. IncreaslJS m urberllslboll have

beell particularly rOlpld In the ~iddl. Ean 8S the following

ligures lor the 0,1 r1<:h stales ,n the N'bll" Pemnsula show

TABLE 1.1: % LEVELS OF URBANISATION

''''' '''0 '982

l<uWI,t " 56 ..
Bahram " ... 7B
Qatar 50 .. 57
UAE " 52 "Saudi Arabi' " '" "

Absolute increases In urb.n populations can be even grellter.

For trumpl., the iJl/.lUle Inc.reue 11'1 St.uch N.b,,'s urban
I IUl

populatIon between alld ~3 has been "t'maied to be about
170 per clint (from 300,000 to 800,000 penonsl. Another tellura
01 Middle Eastern urbanlsalJon has been I proportlon,tely high

II''''''U" In the popul.ttOns of the larger Clbes. Doha MI 80

per cent 01 aatar's population, a deg'ee of concentraliorl also

eltperierlced by Marlama which rlOW hu over 40 per cent 01 Bahralrl's

popoulalJon. Kuwait CIty has approltlmalely 60 ~r ~rli of the

State's populatlorl and Irl the Urllted ~nb EmIrates mo,e tharl 80

per CRrlt of Its people live Irl the capital CitIes.

II IS impor"rlt to urlder,tand Ihe historical background to
tllese developments as processes operating In tile put proV1Cled

the Impetus for current urbanisatIon processes and I)&tterns.

Four closely inter-related processlS are Identifiable. Firstly,

the Increased politlQl cent,alilalJon ot Ibn Saud to ellpaod hIS

Kingdom In the early twenbeth c.ntury emphasised urban rather,



than rural development &$ rt was through urban centres th.t he

malnt.med hIS power Secondly, pollbcal stnte In the Ir.Ilddle

East., or'9,natmg partly from tl'le EuropeV' creatIon of the

political map, .lIds urbsnlUibon. For example, .tter the 1948

and 1967 Ar.tHsraell Wlrs Palestinian refugees fled their home­

land, many to the urben centres ot the Gull States where rapld

economIC; development w.s neeeult.hng large Influxes 01 l.bour,

In Kuwall, PalestinianS comPf'lse about on.·lifth 01 the

expatriate population. The third Idl!nllhabll! proe.ss has been

changing trading patterns which tor the Arabian Peninsula has

intenslfi.d d..... lopment and expanSion 01 certain COUIII regions

- tor Instance 11'1. Suez Can.I/Red Sea region lnd the Gulf.

Fourthly, 011 'n the Ar.bl.n P.n1nsulil has been d....eloped by

American ilnd European ad COmpanllS .nd has effeeted n.w urban

developmenls 10 locahon and lorm.

The latter process has beltn particularly Inllul!nhal In

the Oil-rICh states, migratIOn to lhe urban centres h... been of,
great Import."ee tt has been esllmaled by Do",ades lI'",t 85 per

cent 01 the l'Iousel'lold he.ds of R,yadh's populabon Wl!f"e born

outside the e,ty Ind oyer 70 per e.nt r ,ts annual ,rowth rale is

attributed 10 m,gr.hon alon.. AI-Shullby has shown thai n.arly

one-thlfd 01 the population ot Olmm.m and AI-Khober is rurat­

urban mll~flnts out 01 populations that are o...er 80 per cent

Immigrants. The proportion 01 Immigrants In Kuwait's populallon

has Increasad from 45 per cent in 1957 to 56 per cent In 1970,

The direct consequence of rapid urbanisation has bBen the

SP8tl81 e"panslon 01 the urban area; SlnCll 1950 RIYadh has

experleneed ttn tomes as much urban growth as 10 Its entire

history Jedd.h, 10 Saudi "'abl&, has shown a tremendous growth

of 49 limes Its prevIOUS site In the lasl ten year.. Resulting

plannmg problems ...e ytry eppa.rent 10 these rapidl)' e,,~ndmg

CIties !or ell.8tnple housll'lg proVISIon, It'ltegration ot

spontaneous settlements ."d the prOYlSlOn of at'l adequete wHer

supply.

One ot the results of thIS r.pod urbllnoution has been a

marked urban primacy lhat IS apparent In most ot the M.ddle East

count..es .nd espeelllly those ot the Arabian Pen,n.lula {FIg. 1).

Indeed t"phel!y e",sts 10 S.ud' Arabia, where RIyadh, Jeddah

and Mecca comprise on.e-quarter of the total populatIon. It IS,
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debitable whether or not a slIuatlon IS "unbalanead" and the

major gaps 10 the hleflreny are .. result of malfUnelloning In the

syslem. It woukl seem, however, that In the corole.t of the

.....allian Pemnsula the searcrty 01 agneulturel land I\u not

provided the markeung COndllJons that &Xlsled In countries where

lhe rank-srze rule was generated, and, theretore, Intermedl.tl
SiZed urban centres are noly to be e>;peeled.

The catalyst fill" much ot the utblnlsauon prOC4lSS In Ihe

ATab,lln Petlln.sula has been the discovery 01 oil (hr$l struck In

Bahrain In 19321 and the resuillng 011 tevenues. In pertieular,

oil re.serves have

permItted hlghl!r Imports, development sehemes,
Improvements In the way of lite or simply lavish

ell:pendlture by rulers, and the import of the Wastern

industrill.llsedwayofllfehasbroughtprospeetsand

problems. The 011 Industry hn become d3minant in all

the A.rabian Peninsula e.capt the Yemens.

The Increue In oil ravenuBS for the states in the Ar.bian

PenlOsula IS shown In Table 1.2.
The Importance of these revenues may be seen In aater,where

01' revenues comprise 97 pet cent of total Government Revenues.

SU,tlsUc.s are similar tot Ihe other oll-nch states. HIgh

.mountJI of these 011 revenues .re ellOCll.ted to eurrent

e>;pendllure and it hn been esllmated th.t tor every 101) unltJI of

eaprtaJ e>;pendlture 10 umts of current e>;penditure are requ'red.

Th. m'JOnty 01 caprlal .nd currenl e:o;penditure has bean 11'1 urban

eentres a.s II IS in the core economic regIOns that development

has been concentr.led. An eumple of th,s IS 8"IM:Ilnt from the

1976 budget of Abu Dhabi, ,1'1 whICh 32 per cent of the development

e:o;pendlwre WillS .lloc.ated to urban municlpahtillS, whereu only

3.3 per cent was allocated to rural areas. Industnal e>;pIons'ol'l

has .lso been concentrated Within key urban regions; tor eumple,

96 per cent 01 the lndustri.l units in S.udl ......bi. h.ve beoo

esu,bhshed in the mne larve$l urban centres, whicll h.ve 31 per

cent of the tot.l popul.tlon of the counlry.
The importance ot oil revenues oolOg utilised in urban .reas

IS clear in Kuwait where, over the period 1550 to 1970/1, lend

5
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lMllE 1.2 OIL REVENUES ($m)

1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 ,on 1978 '97'
saudi

Arabia , "" J 107 55"" 22 574 25 673 30 755 36 540 32 235 .....,
Kuwait , 395 , 65' , """ 8 000 , 500 , ''''' "''''' 9 770 17 447

U'E '" '" 798 , '" '500 , 000 , 030 8 600 >2 BOO

aatar ,,, 255 "'" 1 362 "80 , 09' , 994 , 000 , """
• Oman '" >2, 177 as, , ", 1 340 , 390 , '" 2 157

e.hram 23 ,. 36 '" 28' .., ... '" "0

SOurclr. Eeonomlst Intelligence Unit, 1580

.



purehases represenled 21 per cent 01 the tolel 011 reYenue

BlI~bons. t"nd purchase schemu became an Important meehanlsm
In the 1950's whereby prosperous Kuw~ll I","dles lmalnly

Government offlClalsl mhabltlng the old town ot Kuwait _re

encouraged by high compensation rates to moye to the new low

denSity suburb" In tact. land pnces In the capltel rose 32

times bel_en 1952 and 1960 and thiS type ot 011 revenue

atk>catlon wa.s Instrumelltal In creating socIal and spatial

segregation I~ the city as well lI.S Increued urbanlsatloll,

Halliday sees th,s process as intenSify/rig the scale 01

ecOrlomlC diYlslons In the societies of Ihe Arabian Peninsula.,

e~presslnll Iisett spatially In lhe growth 01 core regions and

corresponding areas 01 relall~ underdeyelopment, As the City
functcons as a cenue tor th. disposal 01 surplus ptoduct, these

core regions are strongly Identified with contemporary

urbBf>1So1t,on. Employment opportunlbes have Increased III these

regIOns, Inlenslfylng tlla "pull" 01 the core areas In the Arablan

Peninsula whICh, en turn, ha~ become Interllnklld by an eKpandlng

communlcatlons ptogrart\me.
Tha amployment demand, for the OII-ncll slB.les In the

Arabian Peninsula can be Illustrated by Table 1.3. which shows

the increasing employment generatlld by yarlOUS economIC sectors

In SaUdi Arlbla.
Oman proYldes a gOOd eumple 01 how the oil-based economy

has I!Kpanded tile employment base, Tile number of Goyernment

employees in 1966 was 1,100; In 1970 the Ilgure had only risen to

1,750, bUt by 1975 (alter the start ot the commercial deYelopment

of the 011 Industry) the number had Increased to 1~,

Of partIcular relr,oance to the urballlsallon prOC8$S In the

regIOn h" been the increasing number of tor8lgn workers In fha

labour tOlce Th.s tact IS walHllustrated by KUWait, as Table

'.4 demonstrates. 5
Blrllf; and SJnc!a" estimate that the Gult States WlU have

3.1m mlgr",t workers In 1!:185 compared WIth the 1.7m In 1975. The

SaudI laboUt MInistry DlfIlelor estlmales tIlat 70 per Ct!nt of --the

2.5m SaUdi workforee needlld to carry out the 1980-M e>.¥eloprnant

Plan Wilt be expatriate. The Increasing employment of mlgranu

In Qatar IS Wlldent 'n the Inerease ot work permlta Issued (8,960

In 1974/75 and 30,610 In 19n178),,



TABLE 1.3; s.o.UDI ARABIA INCREASING EMPLOYMENT

"~- "'" • •"",..,., ~.- ..,.,..
,ncr..,1

"'" 1975 1975-1!l8O

Agnc.uIUirI Ind Fllh,,'9 .... ".. ... .,
Wuu"ll - petnlltlum ,~ .., ".."- '" ,.. "'"
Mlnuflctufpng ~., ..,

" "
utJo,lIlJ '"

,.,
" "

.,."",..... 141.5 314.2 '" ..
Commlrce 130,2 211.0 " "
r.....portIl><>n ." ,.., " "....... 137.5 ,.. " "
Go......n....nt 112.7 ,,,. ..
TOTAL 1103.8 \511.0 "
Soutu: Wllrl CO....U'lbng.Sl\od, ArabIa au..n_ Opportunibls; F;nanc;l1l Tom.. ",.
SAUOI AAA8IA ' WORK PEfU.lfTS ISSUED

1964/65 4,768

1971ln '.~

SowOl' 1973 SlatbtIQI Y..,booIl

•

.



TABLE 1.4: NON-KUWAITI SHARE OF EMPLOYMENT ECONOMIC SECTOR

Agricultur./Flshlng

Mining

Manufactunng

COnstruction

Public Utilities

Retailing

Commur"catlOns

5efVIceS

TOTAL

SQurce: 1975 Kuwait census

%

47.0

63.'
00..
84'
m
84.0

'0'
m

m,

Rapidly Increasing urban populatIOns v. a f••ture of most

deYelopl'l9 counltlllli and have stimulated a number of reactlOl'\5.

BaSIcally. such clues are seen e,llIer as pat"asltlc enclaYes

:~~:~~~:,o:y7r:8 h~;~~leYI=a::;l~~ ,::nt~t~edb:~:~IC~~~sc:e~::~ 6 of

and Ffledmann. who perceive grOWIng Clt,.S 11'\ the Deyeloplng

World IS centres If economIC d~opmenl An .It.rn.t...... VIew 'S

pl"oYlded by Frank. who perceives cltles In the d....elopong wond

to be caprtallst structures deuylng because of the may,table

decay or capitalism
Both views need to be considered c.refully In the conte~t of

rllpld urbanisation In the ArabIan Penbmsula, because accordmg

to Ihese VIewS the slratagy of urMn concentratIOn and

urbams-atlOn adopted by all the Oil-neil .tates Will eMer be

beneflcI.1 to Mure deYelopment or Its Achilles HeeL

Th. remamder ot thIS study Will focus on the process of

population moyements In the urbanisatIon process and Will then

consider Ihe patterns and problems that ar. deyeloping.

,
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CHAPTER TWO

Populabon Movements . The f'toCU$ of Urbanisation

"tteot,on hn been drawn to the Importanc;e of mlgratlon as a

component 01 popul.hon growth .no;l urbanisation In the Arab,.n

Peninsula; th,s Chapter w,ll .,..lys. the phenomena 01 populatIon
mo.,.menU In more det,,1 However. natur.1 ,I'I(;reU8 1$ .nother
me<;h,msm whereby urtNn ar.1S are groWIng 111 lIZ", and ,Is

contribution with reterllnce \0 urban'$:&llon In the Ar.b'lIn

Perlln,u!&. IS not InslgmlieanL Whilst rnlqratlon 1$ Important.

natural .ncreue as a component of growth 1$ not mSlgn'heanl
for eumple, the birth rate ror KuwaIt's lRCfeued trom 31,SJ1000

In 1958 to 58.611000 In 1966 and for non~Kuw"hs trom 2111000 to

39.5/1000 In the same period. Improvement In medIcal facIlities

hU been dtlm.Uc ,n the I"t th,rty \/8./$ Ind no doubt accounts
tor a large proportIOn ot the natural ,nerelSe Ulle. Rites 01

natural Increase, ho_ver, do not upliln the populatJon

Iflueases and rates of growth shown tn Tables 2.1 Ind 2.2. These
examples 01 Kuwait, Ba/'lralR, aatar, The United Mab Emirates and

Saudi Arabia clearly Illustrate the Importance at migration as a

component 0' growth ".lIgrl.llon to cIties hl.s been regarded as a

dflmograptllc adlustment 10 changes In

the spatIal structure 0' economic and soc!al

opportumtles that result Irom the major

urbanISatIOn procesHs Ihfl ':tarelse 01

power, ca.pltal movemflnt Ind IRnoY&bon dlttUSlOn

IollgrltJon IS • derived phenomenon, f symptom 01

urbllnlslIl10n Ind not the ttllng itsell

As • community, mlgrlnu are now one of the largest

population groups: In thl AtatHan Pen,nsul.. Saud, Arabia tn t969

had a pofJ'Ullbon 01 150,000 forllgn worllers, which had grown 10

approxlmatel.,. 500,000 in 1975. Now It IS esllmllted lhat 70 per

cent of the SaUdi Urn workforce IS expatriate. OHic••1

mlgrltlon StllJStlCJ: (whIch are probably gran underestimates)

In(hca.ted • 700 per Clnt muease In foreigners I"tenng Sludl

"rlbll In the penod 1962--72; Illld Ihe second DaYeiopment Plan

"

•
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TABlE 2.2 SAUDI ARA8lA GROWTH OF SHECTED CITIES

Jedd.

Medin.

Tall

Haluf

DfImmam

A1-Khobl.r

,
"MO',

30 000

30 000

eo 000

'" 000

5 000

,...'
165 185

149 859

'58 908

71 998

59954

30 000

" 030

'" 000

420 020

"" 000

'" 000

HXl 000

"" 000

95 000

" 500

561 104

366 801

198 166

"" eO'

101 2n

-48 811

SOurce:
I SCllwelzer, G. Chapter 3 In Saudi Arablen (ed)

Blume, H. Tublng.n 1976

2. Admiralty IntelllgBnce DIYISIOn Area Handbook tor

Peripheral States at Ihe .......abl8n Peninsula

J. Economic Intelligence Unit saudI At.blll Quarterly

Economic Revie.... Annua' SUpplement 1976



predicted an Increase In the number of expatriates to 812,000 by

1980, whld'! was exc:Hded by 60 per cent Kuwart upenern;ed

rapod Increases- ,n Its migrant population durmg the early

1950's; between 1950/51 and 1951152 Ihe num~r 01 migrants

doubled, and doubled again In the sUbsequent year, Foreigners

now comprise Ol/lIIr halt t53 per cant) 0' the populalJon and In

1976, whereas Kuwallls 'ncreased by 7,753, non-KuwalIJs lnCll!lasad

by 52,..ao TI'Ia 1975 Kuw;l.1IJ Census hgures, hO_e!", IndlCilte tI"
Kuwaiti wof1<forCe to be 304,582 compared WIth 212,738 non­

Kuwaitis. Migrants .re sl/en more dominant In Oatar Where, In

1975. out of the total population 01 210,000. 75 per cent wel'1l

ImmlQrints; lurthermore, they constrtute 83 per clllnt of the

'-bour lore.,. Doha's population's 66 per cent non-Qata'" and
thai 0' Dul<ha {the all centrlll} 71 per cent and, as Table 2.1a

Shows, the 1975 estimates for the population 01 Oatar indicate

lh.t the Importance 01 Immigrants has Increased, Thay ..e

dommant In a s'millr way In the UAE, where the expatroate

community rose 'rom being 56 per cent 01 the populatIOn In 1968

to 79 per cent In 1975.

For various reasons, Bahrain and Oman do riot have such high

proportIOns of thelf population elaulhed IS migrantS. Bahrain

has neyer eltpenenced the Slme enormous 011 produdiorl figures

and revenues u many of t~ other OIl-tid'! states, and her all

reserves haye been deehnlng 'or seyeral )'ears As a result, the

economy has not expanded to the same degree as tllat 01 some ot

11'111 other stales and so has not needed such I..ge amounts of

addltlonel manpower 10 c.rry out development programmes. But, as
Table 2.1b makes ctear, the Immrqrant commun,ty In Bahrain IS by

no means Insignificant artd, In 1971, 37 per cent of the WOrlcforC8

was expatrUlte, Oman 1$ a different case In that It has only

recently experienced returns on its 011 ellploltabon programme

(OWing 10 the Ultra-eonserva~ nature 01 Sultan Taml' before the

1970 coupl. In add.t,on, the .,ze at the Oma01 population

(700,000 appro.....) IS larger than that of $oml! 01 the other GUlt

States so manpower requirements ara not so great. Most observlfS

estimate the expatriate community In the country to be between

.5 and £; per cenl Howeyer, the lad that 65 per cent 01 the

labour lorce IS non-omllnl Indicates that Ihe developing e<:onom)'

well requlfe Increasing amounts 01 manpower 111 the future, B.rks

"



,
and Sinclair give the following estimates of migrant populations
In the Arabian Peninsula States:

Saudi Arabia
"" 000

UA' 456 000
Kuwait 50' ...,
Qatar 97 000
Bahrain 56000
Oman 132 250
Yemen

5 "'"

The population structures 01 Kuwait, Bahrain, aatar and Abu
Dhabi are shown In Flg.2 and mv"al the characte"lstlcs of a

population With a high proportion of migrants: there IS an excess

of males over females as migrants are usually young and come

Without lam,hes. Several points emerge from these population

structures, Firstly, Ihp. 1965 and 1970 structures for

KuwaitiS In<llcate a grOWing number of people at the top ot the

pyramid, which IS a reflection 01 the expansion of SOCial

mtrastructure (such IS heallh services) Since the 1950's when

oil revenue lirst became important to the economy. Secondly, the

relatively broad base of the structures is readily apparel'll For

example, In 1971 4a per cent of Bahramis were lInder 15 years and
m Qatar the proportIOn was 52 per cent. ThiS explains the low

proportion of Kuwaiti nationals of working age In Table 2.3.

ThiS youthtliiness 01 lhe popUlatIon IS a result of excellent

post-natal medical faCIlities and a high natural blrt" rate, but

also of a migrant group from rural areas t"at tends to be young

With lamil1es; Ih,s point IS discussed below, T"e population

structllres of non-nationals clearly illuslrate tIle uneven

distribution of age groups With males of working age forming the

maJonty of tIle population. However, the population structures

for non-Kuwal!ls 111 1965 and 1970 reveal t"at I"e community is

be<::oming more balanced, which emphaSises the figures in Table 2.3

w"ic" s"ow lhat Ihe proportion of people aged 15-60 years's

dropping. One result of this has bIoen a significant change m

dependency ratios (Table 2.3). Th,s is particUlarly true tor the

Paleslinilln/Jordanian commlmity, which changed from bemg fairly

typical of a non-Kuw'lltl community to one With an almosl

"
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TABLE 2.3:

.J KUWAIT; PROPORTION OF PEASONS AGED 15-60 YEARS IN KUWAITI

AND NON~KUWAITI POPULATIONS

1910

Kvw.rhs

....
05.5

Non-Kl,IWlIJtls

70.3

61.4

bl CHANGING DEPENDENCY RATIOS. THE NUMBER OF DEPENDENTS

PER 100 lMLES Of WORKING AGE (15-64J IN KUWAIT
. ..

Ellpatnate Groups ,,., 1970

PalesllnlanslJordan lans '" '5'
Iramans '0 "
Synans 72 ''''
EgyptIans on '"

Source: 1965 PopulatIOn

1910 ..

C@n5L>S of Kuwa,t Tabla 23, p.204

" .. Tlble 42. p.J47



proportionate number of women and ch,ldrerl over the period 1965

to 1970. If this trerld to fam,lies contlrlUes through other non­

natlon-' groups of the population and ,n othar oIl-rICh Stites of

the ""b.lan Penlrlsula, then there WIll be • proportlon!;te effect

on ...."OU$ facets of \ubll,n,satlon For Instance. the locreUlng

number 01 people will placa e~tra demartds on SOCial and Irlfrll­
structural facilities slich as water and houslrlg, a point which 1$

made ,n Chapter 4, At the moment, however, most ot the migrants

afl~ 01 worklrlg age, as the population structures of selected

e~patnat", groups Irl KUWOIlt shOwn In Flg.3 IlIusirOl.l.

It WIll be uselul OIl th,s stage to cons.der btlefly the

re<l.sons tor these 1'1'91'1 proportIons of ,mmlgrant.. Such motrves

call be conveniently discussed under Ihe terms "push" an.:! "pull",

Perhaps the most baSIC taclor pUlling migrants to the urban areas

of the oil-rich counlrl8S IJl the ArabIan Peninsula IS the lack 01

manpower In the expanding economICS ot the countnes concerned.

The counlnes cortcli!rned all have small populations w.th high

proportions 01 theIr populations under 15 years 01 'ge. In

additIon to IhIS, women, who compnS8 approxlmalely half the

nat,orlal POPUlation, are no\ a...allable lor work undiH IslamiC

traditIon The recfml nature of economIc development '" the o,'~

rich countries has nol enabled an Irldlgenous profeSSIOnal and

lechrlteal elite to emerge. creating 01 manpower gap. In 1965 non­

SaUdIS represanted 40 per cent of Industnal wol1lers artd 80 per

cent of professlonat worters. Jordanians, Palesllnlans and

Egyptians represent 60 per cent ot all proh!!sSlonal workers '"

KlIwalt, And ,n a..hralrl 54 per cenl of profeSSional workars and 82

per cent of all techntcal lobs "a stalled by expatrtates. The

proportion of .~patnates In the labor lorce .n Olltar IS 83 per

cent and In Abu Dhabi 81 per cRnt In the constructIOn .ndllstry

there are extrem",ly hIgh levels of norl-natlonab - 85 per cent of

Oman's constructIon workers .r. foreigners, a propor\lon slm.lar

to elsewhere Irl the Arab,an PerllOSU11l. As Will ba seen, Vements

are almost domInant In the Saudi construcllon Industry where

"



FIGURE 3

." '" STRuCTURES ...
SElECTED EXPATRI....TE GIiOloPS

'N 1C\JW.o.lT ."
_.'''''OM . JO'''''M'~.

'.. •, ,

r
,. ,

• • -

- -· -.
•

" .'.--'-, • •
· •

..~ • •·.- = - -- - --
EGVPTW<S SYRJANS

A• •

"
.. ..

• • - .. . •.... ..
•••
•- •
• - ..

• • • '0' .,. .- .- .- .- .- .- .-
lR,lNI,l/fS IRI;015

~- •
• •

• • • • •

,r: •• ..
,. .,
• •- •- •

•
• •

·
III • .. ,

.. ,

.- .- • .- .- ... .- • .- .- .-



I

At presenl the bulc work of bulldlno SalJdi

Arabi' Into • modern state tills on the
shoulders 01 I huge Ind so fIr unt;Ompl&inmll
Yemeni llbour f1:Iree ot wflle" there Ir. varIOUS

.sllm.tes ot Slle • ~rom 5OO,OlXI to perhaps

more than a million.

The nllionality strudure 01 KuwlIl by economic sectors for

KuwI,t was shown In Table 1." Table ,.. shows the nllionality

structure 01 Oatar's occupluonll grOUI» to Illustrate turther

the dominance 01 foreigners. A$ the prl'VlOUS Chlpter m.ntloned,

the ellpllnslon ot employmenl opportunIties IS I result ot the
rapid growth of 0,1 revenues and the employment gen....ted IS

almos! ellclus,vely ,n the economlc.ally dominant "rban centres,

for Instance. lhe domln,nce 01 torelgn workers In the urbln-based

employment seetors of manul,cturtng, commerce. S.rvlces ."d eon­
strl,lCtlon IS Illustrated In these Tables. In Table 2.5 the

economIc and occuplhonll structure ot the seven largesl

ellplltflate groups '" KUWllt IS shown f1:Ir 1910. which Illuslrll.tes

how particular groups are eoncentrated 111 particular sectors.

For Instance, Egyptians ,n Kuwait Ire In the sef\llce sector It

IS also apparent that, beSides economiC dIViSions between the

groul», there Ire soclO-et;OoomlC dIVISIons WIthin eacl'l nll,onal

group. For ellllmple, .Ithough 20 per C9nl ot Palestm"ns

fJord'mans are m the protes~"onal el.ss, 40 per cent are III

produd,on processIng. Another expreSSIon 01 thIS In·lIroup

dlvers,ty IS the literacy r.le summarised In Table 26.

The prevIous Chapter indicated how employm.nt opportumbes

would probobty ,ncrease 110"9 wIlh the t;Ontlllulllg ellpanslOn of

the n.tlOnill economIes. ThiS tremendous "pulr' 01 employmenl

opportumlJes 1$ made dlreetJy poSSible by the olter 01 SOClIl,

medIcal and educ.ahonal tacllrbes and hIgher w.ges than '" the

home eounlnes ot the ImmIgrants.

ThIS is certainly the reasol'l wily large numbers of Vemen;s,

Indians, PakistanIS .nd ltenians migrate to the urban areas of

the oil-nell eounlnes In the Arabi." Peninsula. ImplICIt '"

this lael IS one 01 the majOr "push" reasons tor m'!Jrabon.

Areas oulsJde the t;Ore areas of eeonomlC dev.lopmenl (le. the

mam urban elntres) ll\ Ihe "'ablen P.nlnsula, .nd /I number ot

'"



TABLE 2.4:. QATAR: OCCUPATION BY NATIONALITY, 1970

AgriCUlture etc,

Milnulacturmg

Construction

Oil

Trade

Banking

Transport

GOyernment

SeNlces

ProteSSlOnal

Clerical and related

Sales workel'$

Ro.ad transport dl'lYers

General labourer,

Dom.shc servants

other "Nice workers

Tota. Employed

2070

5 ,,,

,,'"
",,,

"'"
30'

3226

6 172

13 499

"'00

""

, ,,,
3524

3590

".,
..
80

n

.,
72

.,

.,

..
90

SOurce: (First PopulalJon census of Datar ApnVMa.y 1970)



TI\BI.E 2.5: KUWAl1 . ECONOMIC AJolD OCCUPAnONAJ. STllUClURE 0-
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.0< U •• " .. " " u ..
Commerce I 1.2 ,~ ~ " 2U 13,. .. 'U

T,enOJlO<'!

fi< U " .. ,. .. " " ..- n' ~ '" •• ". '" ~, .W
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,""mbolr 11,004 .1.299 e..19 ,,- 12.6:l9 .- 17.71. 59.8111
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.,
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TABLE 2.6: KUWAIT ILLITERACY OF FOREIGN POPULATION

Iranian

Iraqi

Saudi Arabl<u>

Syrian

Egyptian

Joroanian and Palestinian
Leb.llnese

'Ao illiterate

70.1

"'.
'a<
24.6

23.'
16.9

13.0

Source: Planning Board, 1970 Census, Kuwait, Table 48, p.367 {Arebic}

countries outside the Peninsula, have depressad economIes VlS-t1­

vis these core arees.

Whel'l the lIttractiol'l of these latter ereas reaches a critical

limit, people wllo heve the ability to do so will migrate. Meny

of these migrants are trom rural areas; HillS slates that, 11'1

1964, 68 per cent of Jordal'llans were from rural areas and almost

all Iranian Immigrants were from rural backgrounds, Political

faclors have also contributed to substantial migration flows.

Ever since the State of Israel was proclaimed in 1948, meny
Palestinian and Jordanian refugees have come to Kuwait where, in

1970, they represented 38 per cent of the foreigl'l population.

The I/1depel'ldenC8 01 India il'l 1947 was enother political factor

that occurred at the time whel'l the countries of the Arabian

Peninsula were e~pgriencil'lg rising oil revenues. Not I/1cluded in

these groups of migrllnis is the group of professional Europgans

and Americans who are contracted in by the national governments

and internetlonal companies to give particular advice or to run

surveys which the indigenous population is not capable of doing.

This discussion has so far tOCUSSed on the dominance ot

e~patriate groups in lile Arabian Peninsula and theIr importance

in the various B<:onomlC sectors and urb.lln areas, and has

summarised the rllll.llons for migration. It IS possible to put

forward the schematic modal shown In Figure 4 to illustrate the

popUlation flows under dillcussion.

Saudi Arablen citiell will be used as e;l;amples to shoW the

signIficance of the population movements in the urbanisation

.?3



process In Ihe Nablan PemnsulL The growth of selected S.udl

towns since Ihe HMO's _s shown In Table 2.2; such growth cannot

only be due to natural mcrease alone. Mlgrallon IS an Important

component of the growth of these Cities; Table 2.7 (Ind Fig, 5

Show the

FIGURE ..

FLOW OF MIGRANTS INTO THE OCCUPATIONAL STRUCTURES

OF THE URBAN AREAS Of THE ARABIAN PENINSULA

KlCKAln'S PlIlllI OTH
tiTUS III AAAlIAll
PEliINSULA

1I1ClAHTS~
IIIAAl AHD DESD

"'"
SI1'II-PlIDFESS llltAl.

tIISICILL!D

UlOIGDlOUS
POPUUTla4

proportlon ot migrant. In the clUes' populations (both Saudi and

foralgn-born). This damonstrstes the importanca of international

and internal mlgrallon In their expansion. The age .tructur. of

selected titles is ,hOWfl In Tabla 2.8, I/'Id IS SImilar to the

other strong mlQnIllt populations dISCUssed above. To Illustrate

the posltian motll fUlly, tha cities of ",-Khoblr, Oammam. Riyadh

and Medina will be looked It In more detail.

"'-Khoblr and Oammam Ire two eitlea that have grown directly

IS a result of the oil industry In Saudi Arabia and. IS Table 2.2

demonstrates, ha.,. expeOlneed raPId growth, Eighty-mr. pet

cent ot the 'amily head. In Oammam and AI-Khobar are migrants

flable 2.9) and 65 per cent of the.e come from within Saudi

Arabi.. The age structure of tha populations of Oammam and AI­

Khoblr IS represented m FlQutll 6, and amphasises how the

population IS domln.ated by rlllgrants.

"

.--~



TABLE 2.7: SAUDI ARABIA ORIGINS OF POPULATION IN

SELECTEO CITIES, 1972

% saudis % Non-Saudis Y. bom In city % mIgrants

,""'. 57.9 '" 11.8 68.'

"- T.l.' "" 41.4 sa,
Mellin.a .., '73 35.8 ".,
Taif 75.0 25.' 16.1 83.'
Yanbu 93.' ,.• m 27.3

HoM ,&9 21.1

AI Jolubarraz 55 993 >0,
Dom_ ,.. ,.,
AI Khobar ••• ...
Qatlf 86.' 13.9

Sourer. R~lonal ptanning AuthoJities In Jeddlll and OImm.m

from: sehwlillzer, G. Chapter 3 Saudi Arabien (ed) Blume, H.

Tubingen, 1976.

TA8l...E 2.a: SAUDI AAA8IA AGE STRUCTURE OF SElECTED CInES. 1972

Population % 14 yrs, % 15-44 yrs. % 45-46 yn. % ...
R"""h .20 000 0&3 ".3 '3 "
Jedda ,., 000 "'" ." .. "
"- ". 000

..., 39.' 11.1 "
Medina '00 000 49.2 36,9 10.0 3.'

Tair , .. 000 08.' 41.4 ,.• 22

HoM and
AJ Mublrraz 111 000 35., ,~, 33

Source: Regional Planning otticea ot Central, East and West Regions

From: sehwelzer, G. Chapter 3 saudi Arabian led) Bluma, H.

Tubingen. 1976.
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TABLE 2.9: DAMMAM AND AL-KHOBAR : ORIGIN OF FAMILY HEADS

born in Dammaml AI-Khobar

migrants withlrl Eastern Pro~lnce

Saudi migrants outside pro~lnce

foreign born migrants

Source: AI-Shuaiby, 1976

10.5

29.6 ) 65% within

35.8 ) Saudi Arabia

19.1

Riyadh hes at the centre of the 'development aXIs' In Saudi

Arabia, and aCCOrdj~ 10 the 1968 Sample Su""ey carried out by
DOl<lades Association, 85 per cenl of the city's household headS

were migrants, The origin of these migrants IS shown in Table

2.108 and Figure 6 shows the age structure ot the population.
Another major Clly on the 'development axiS' is Medma WhiCh, m

1972, had 65 per cent of Its hOllsehold heads claSSed as migrant

(see Table 2.10b).
These examples of Saudi Arllblan Cities make il clear thai

populatIon mo~ement has represented an Importanl factor In urban

growth and urbanlsatlorl and Ihal the cities which are growing

festest by migration are Within Ihe 'development axis' across the

Arabian Peninsula The earlier part ot this Chllpler Illustrated

Ihe Importance ot migrants In the populations ot the olher 011­

rICh countries of Ihe Arabian Peninsula and, as the maJonty of
these populations are in a few urban cenlres, migration plays an

important part in their growth. It lS suggested here that

migration, being a symptom ot the spatial concentrelion ot power,

cepltal and surplUs productIOn In economic core areas, IS a

highly Important component ot the contemporary urbanisation

process wlthm the Arabilln Peninsula. ThiS Chapter Will conclude

With a proposed mOdel ot this migration process and Will look at

the mOllemenls more closely.
The model of population mo~ement presented here is !llat

urbanisation is occurring largely because ot.

a} International migration;
bj migratiorl between countnes Within the Arabian Peninsula;

cl internal migralion within the countries concerned.

CO
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TABLE 2111.

a' RIYADH: ORIGIN OF FAMilY HEADS. 1968

saudis born 11'1 Riyadh

others born In RIYadh

trom other Saudi cIties

from S.udi villages

saudi nomads

other Nabs
non-Arabs

15.0
n,

21.0 ,

36Jl I..,
21.2,..

J 41'Mo rur-.J­

62"4 WIthin 'urbal'l

Saudi Arabi.' migrant,

Soun::e:Doxlades Auoc.(1968) Riyadh eXisting condition,

Riyadh

b) MEDINA ORIGIN OF FAMilY HEADS, 1972

origins

born '" Med,"a
born outsIde urbf,1'I area

born In runtl areas

born 11'1 other Saudi CIties

tore'91'1-oom

%

35.'
10.2

15.4...
35.

Sourer. Matth_s,

'I'Itenor
In Me<:CI

R. {19721 .... Hall.al ....-tkhml

MUl'llclpahtias Aft..rs (1)

M,"lStry

Riyadh

of tha

p.l8. quoted

These movements are takll'lg place bel;&use of core-penphery

relationships that h'ft ~me inCfe.singly apparent SlMe the

adWll'lt of 011 revanueL
Intern.bonal mlgratlon to the Arabian Pen,n.ula I' the mo,t

Important migration How to urtlan ,reu in lerms of quantity.

The origins of migrants 10 SaUdi Arabi.. Kuwait, Qalar, Bahrain,

Abu Dhabi and Om.n are summarised in Table 211 and the changing

proportions of the main migrant groups in Kuwait are shown in

Figure 7. Four principal tlows emerge from these tigures. Table..
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FIGURE 7
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2. 11 reveals that migranls from the Levant and Egypt ar. thll most

Important In the Gulf,compflllng 34 per cent of all Immlgu.nu.

HO_t, II IS only 'n Kuwait, whete they consblute over two­

Ihlrds of all Immlgranls, that Ihey reprasent I malorlty; In all

ttle Gulf Slates the ASians lorm In Important group In Ihe torelgn

populations. Jt IS Interesting 10 note that, in Kuwait,

Palestlnt..n. and Jordanians reptesenltld 38 per cent 01 the

torelgn population 11'1 1970, and Indians and PalustanlS only

8 per cent Col'lversely, In <Motat the ptoportlon ot lhe I.tter

group WIlS 31 per ce.,t while Palestinians and Jotdanians were DIlly

14.5 pet cent 01 the 10telO;)n communIty ThiS may sl/ggesl thai

the attraction ot the 011 atates IS to some extent related to

pohb« lKuwa,t has been "t more sympalhe'" to the Palflsllnlln

cause Ihan aatar) Ind geographical position (Asllns {Ire more

,mporlll'll tn lhe sOl/thern Gull States than In Kuwait, and

Iranllns Ind Irlqls Ire most prominent In Kuwaol).

Saudi Arabta does not have these n'lljOt mlgranl gtoups as

Yemeni' ate the most Important However, rorefQn migrants

comprISe,

'2% 'f Jeddah's population

36% 'f Medlnl's populahon

".. 'f RIYadh's populalJon,,,.
" Dammam/Al-Khobar's populatJon

The orlgm ot toreign mlgr.nts to Dammam and AI-Khobat can be

seen by re/efflng 10 Table 2. 12

TABlE 2,12; DAMMAM AND AL-KHOBAR' ORIGIN Of FOREIGN MIGRANTS

Origin Number

Gull COl/nines ,.. ....
!

Other Am counlnes ... 63.2

Non-Ar.b COlll'ltfles 31 •.,
TOTAL 629

Source; Dasttd O<l • survey catrled '"' by AI-Shl/alb)' (1976)

32
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The dau suggest that over two-Ihlrds 01 the foreIgn ml9rlltlu

come from Arab countnes ¥ther than the Arab Gulf ttates;

unpubllthed ImmlgratJon lIgures thow that, In 1972, Vemenis

represented 59 per eent of the forelliln-born In Dammam end Al­

Khobar, However, migrants from ASia lire beeomlflg lnerellStngly

Importllnt In Saudi Arabla; for eumple '" 1974 there weI'. 400

South Kor.lns In the COU"try Ind In 1973 thiS h.d tncrellSed to

40,000. Mlny of these are ilrr·llrted Ofl I cofltract bas.. - tor

example, a shortage of r.luse dlspouJ worklr. during the 1976

Hall season led the S.udl government to sIgn a eontract wl1h

P.losan to supply 15,000 Itreet elilltl.r$.

The second mlJor mlgriltlon ftow und.r consideration IS

befween Ihe coufltnes of the Arllbllfl PeninSUla. afld Table 2.13
summarises the mllJor 'lows In the form of a matrix, In this

matrix It It the high number of V.m.nls which stands oul The

Vemens are In ev.ry sense peripheral regions of the Arlblan

Peninsula, and. smce 11'1. Bntlsh Wlthdr_ from Aden In 1967 and

lhe $Uel canal elosed In the same year, WIth a resutlant decline

In employment and prospenty, many thousands 01 Vemenls have

mIgrated to the boomtng &eonoml.s of Ihe O,l-r,eh stites to work

as labour.rl, Ifl A.R Yemen Ihl 1970 ci...'l war comeided With

the beginning of the massive bUilding boom In Saudi Arabia and

consequently many Yemerlls migrated north for work. In 1974 there

were 250,000 North Yemenls workmg abroad Ind the number

Increased In 1977 10 540,cxn R.mlttanc.s In 1976 equilled

$9OOm, - In Important source of nltlonal Il'leOme The number of
Yeme,.,s '" Siudi "'Ibla IS probably It lealt 5OJ,ooo, but thllre

IS conSiderable diffICUlty l(l arnvil19 ,t precise IIgure. as many

Yemeni. are In saudi Arabla Illegally,

The YemenlS constitute the malt ,mportant mIgration tloW

wltllin the Arabian Peninsula but, III the matflx Indicates, Dmanll

are well represented too, Before the revenues from oil

production w.re used tor the d..... lopment of the country on a

large teal., Dma,.,s _1'1 an Important soure. of servlc. lltld

construction labour ,n the Gulf Slates, .....hich ellpiains the

numbers Ihere today_ Mlltly of the Omlltll migrants .....ere Irom rur.l

afN. and, wtlen they returned lrom I period of worlr. abroad, the

majonty did not r nt.r the agricultural sector, Inste.d, they

m'grated to tile gro ,"ll urban IfIN of Muscat-~utlrah .....here

"



TABlE 213: MIGRATION WITHIN THE ARABIAN PENINSULA

To; saudi At_bill Kuwait Qalllr Bahrein UAE." Omln Yem.n

From: {1973 (1970) (1970l 11971J (1975l (1973)

Saudi Arabia . 10 697 ,,"', 1 322 n,a. n.a,

Kuwait 50 562 - 35 .. 1"1.1. ,,. ,~

~ aatar
" S06

- - ,.,. ,., ,n ,.,
B11l1rain J2 717 ,.. 686 n,a. '''' "
UAE, , '50 - ,,'" no n,a. <9, ,.,
Oman , ,.. 14 670 ,,,, 10 785 ,~ - "
Yemen 12 845 , 50. , ,.. , '38 9000 54

-Abu Dhabi and Dubal only

•



employmerlt opportunltes were expandlrlg, from a sample survey

carried out Irl a Dhahlra In Oman, eo per cer'll ot adult males had

worked abroad. The effect of this migration has been to depress

agriculture (some eVidence Is provided by a dacUne in the

maintenance 01 lalags) and exacerbate rural-urban migration

withlrl Oman.

This latter phenomenon Irl Oman IS now an Important mlgrallon

tlow contributing to the growth of the urban core area of Muscat­

Muttrah It has occurred while emigration ot Omanis to other

areas in the Gulf has d&<::llned. Rural+urban migrants are

Importarlt elsewhere Irl the Arabian Peninsula and are contributmg

to urbllrllsallon and urban growth. In Kuwait abollt 25 per cent ot

the population live in shanties and. Irl 1970, 81 per cent of

lheir Inhabitants were KuwaitiS wl10 had migrated In trom rural

areas, The Importance of rural-llrhan migrants Irl the poplllallOflS

of Salld, Arabian cities is eVident trom Table 210; lor example,

41 per cent ot Riyadh's l1ouSQhold heads are from mral areas.

These have come to Riyadh because employment oppporturlltes are

supenor to those of the rural areas; there was also a large

influx after the serious 1957 drought in Saudi Arabia which

lasted for approximalely seven years. The ligures Irl Table 214

illustrate the decline Irl lhe nomadic population over thiS time:

TABLE 2.14, DECLINE OF NOMADS IN SAUDI ARABIA

Camels

Cow,

Sheep & Goats

1958

100 000

660 000

270 000

"'"
1565

8 296

28 467

In 1970 Ihere were 445,800 persons in the agricultural labollr

force in Saudi Arabia or 40,4 per cent 01 the total labour force,

~~~~ Inde1~~n5~a to 422,100 or 28,0 per cent of the total labour

Another form of internal movement Within the countries ot

the Arab,arl Peninsula is seasonal movement lrl some Irlslances

lhese are bedouin (al-Artawiyah's winter population of 16,000 IS

augmented by 24,000 bedouin in summer) or tOllrisis escaping the
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heat ot the lowland CltllU (hit hn a summlr populallOn of

150,000 compared ......Ih a ......nter onl of 75,0001. This 'Impora'Y

urbamu.lK>n' IS eprloml$ed by Ihl growtll of Meeea and Medlll.

dunng the HaJJ senon, This IS an Important mlg,t1tlOn flow IS,

for e~ample. thl pilgrims III 1976 numbered about 2m. These edra

numbe's placI Incrlll5l1lg slra,ns on thl IIlI,ulruciural

l.c,litIIS of Ihl cluea conc.erned Till lIll;feull'lq (lumber 01

pllgrims IS ~Iustraled by T.ble 215 and the pro/ICled number of

pilgrims In 1991 IS 3m. Pllgnm movement wllhlll SaudI Arabll IS

also considerable Yemen, pilgflms represent thl largesl move­

ment wllh the Peninsula, compnslng 13 per clnl ot tile total

number of torelgn pllgflms,

TABLE 215: PILGRIMS ON THE HAJJ

,,.,
"'50,.,.
"'''''965
'",0
1971

1972

1973

1974

1975

1976

Source: Shirreff, 1976

Non-Saudi Pllgnms

" "'"107562

232 971

253 369

263 319

<131 270

.79 339

645 182

607 755

918 777

894 573

719 0<l0

RUfll-urban migratIon I. by t.r the most common Internal

mlgrauon movement occurrlllg and, In order to iUu.strale ho.... It

relates to the core-periphery model descriDad above, the example

ot migralJon from A1-Hasa OISIS in Saudi Arabia to the oil to....ns

"of the E.stern PrOVInce Will bII used. Al-El.wy undertook "

.u.....ey to mdenbf)' "push" and "pull" reuons In mlgfltlOl\, the

'Isull. of whiCh are set out In Table 2.16. Low income trom
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T"BlE 2.16:

REA-SONS FOR IMMIGR"TION TO Oil CENTRES ("PUll" REA-SONS)

Offered II looking for Mo....d or Fllmlly

Job • Job St.rted • Relations

Buslne..

Number .. 53 , ,
% «>, ...., ,., 0.'

REASONS FOR lEA-VING AL-HASA AREA ("PUSH" REASONS)

Low Incoml Glrdens a.ffected by Poor ltvlIlg

from Agriculture lalld & salinity Collditions

Number " "
,

% '24 "2 ..
Source: Al-Elawy. 1976.

Other Total

• '08
3.7 100

Oth.r Total

3 '08
2.8 100



agnculture, the tradItIonal economy ot the ,rea, WlI.$ by filf the

most Important "puSh" factor .....tl1ch corresponded with employment

opportunities In the 0,1 centres being the millor "pUll". AI­

Elawy toncluded that AJ-Han had been torced to concede power 10

these e:r.pand,ng 0.1 cenlres as II was In the litter Iha' power
and wealth were Vi!sted. As an e:r.lrnple of Ih,s, the percentage

mc.eese ,n commercial estabhsl'lmenls trom 1961 to 1971 w.u 2.9

per cenl for Holul, 31 per cenl lor Dammam and 1050 per cent for
AJ-Khobaf Thus, the higher purchasmg power was In the 011

centres. Industnal estllbhshmenls were beIng eoneentrated In

the core region of the 0,1 cenlres too : the percentage change In

these from 1967 to 1971 was - 5.1 per cenl for Hofut, + 3.2 per

cenl tor o.mmam ilnd ~ 18.9 per cent ,n AJ-Khober rurthermore,

thO!! penetrahon 01 Ihe C<lplllhsl mode ot production Into lIl-Hua

trom the economically dominai'll 011 cenlres IS Inducing SOCial and

spatllJ,1 change. New roads hlve been built connedlng It wllh the

COil area. thl old Sunno/Shl'a dlVl1IlOn In Ihe communoty IS being

'epllCe<! by an economIC one, lnd periodIC mer1<etlng IS deellnl"9

wllh the Inlroducloon ot Western-styli mlrklll centres.

ThiS llUlmple ot a chlnglng rurll afea serves to Illustrate

how tl'1e pol,ms.lion of power and C&p1tal In co,e areas of

developmlll'li has created perlpher.l areas. These areas are not

cui oH, but have fel.tlOl'lshlPS WIth Ihe (:Intres ot

'moderl'lis.tulfl', which enable Ihese core areas to mamlll" thelf

economic supremacy II IS the ml9'f,tlOn pl'"oceu which III the

spatial manotestallon 01 thiS strudure of th. economy. and It IS

by Ihe prac.ss of population movemenl that Ihe Arablan Pemnsula

IS being rapidly urbanised HlV'"9 looked al the processes

leading to urbamsallOn, the next Chapler Will consider some ot

the ,es-uttlng patterns.
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CH,.t,pTER THREE

The PfOC:essu dlSQlssed so far ha". resulled In a pattern 01

urbanisation Ihal II by no means uniform, This Chapter Will look

al Ihe diversity ot patterns in • way WhiCh will create an

underslanding of Ihe reglon.1 networks opera!lve in the Arabran

Penmlula.. A1thou'Olh Ihe core areu ot regIonal development ha'"

many common char.elerlsbes (i.e. large numbers of mIgranis,

oslenlallous pubhl: and privale bUildings, key social servil:es)

there are eonsld.r.bl. v.rtelies within, For instance, In the

SaUdi ......blan core region, Jeddah h.. the rote 01 port and Ovnmarn

Ih.1 01 0,1 l:enlre, while R,yadh IS Ihe admJl'llrtrallvtl centre and

polillcal capItal. As preVIOUS chaplert hlV, mentionl'd, the

urbf,nluol,on process in Iha Ar.bian Paninsul. can be spallally

Identified by the grOW1I'I9 urban l:enlru; m, USing Ih,s premIse,

Ihe ....rlely 01 pattems can be stUdied by categorising the

expanding urbarl eenlres 11'1 the tollowlng WilY

III tredi!lonaJ (:llles that ha.... expanded oW1I'Ig to Ih.

dlreet Infiuenca ot Ol~

(II) tradllional clUes that have expanded oWll'lg to the

general eXp&rI,lon of the economy rather Ih,n ot the oil

IndUStry per Ie:

(Ill) 1'1_ ertles Ihat lIeve been e.re,led eithar because of

011, or to allevlale overcrowding In Ille growlI'Ig

tr'dltional cilies.

OwIng to the paucrty 01 data. regardIng urtlen eentru 11'1 the

"'rtblan Ptmrnsula, mucll 01 IIIe rnformellorl used in Ihis chapter

comes trom plllnning consult'rlta' reports and theses on pa.rtlcutar
l:ltles. ThMe III also much areal vanability In the dala

available; whIle Kuwllt III relatively ~I covered, the UAE.

and Oman are nol Representative l:il.Se eltamples of the three

major calegorles menlionl'd above will be examined.

What IS most characteristic of the Ilrtlen ~rowlh In the

region IS the rlpiclrty of change. For lI'Istanee, Shlber notes

th.t old and 1'1_ in I(uwail ve ...ery elon 10 Meh other In..,



spatIal terms, and what took Europe 150 years to accomplish look

Kuwait 10 years on account of rapIdly rising 011 revenues, The

el(ample of Kuwait City's el(pans,on will be used as representatNe

of the first category of urban el(panSlon - a traditional city

el(paflding directly as a result of oil, Stephens
2

describes the

growth Qfld chaflge of Kuwait In the foHowlng way:

"Although there was little histOriC sentlmeflt

or ardlltectual ment attached to lhe old city,

Its destruction and replacement by a new motorised

city covering twen~ times the former area meant also

a blow at the tradItIonal way of life of a closeknit

communIty which had been like that of a medIeval town.

The whole questIon _ ot 3change In KuwaIt

polemIcal way by Sh,ber who slates that,

has been covered In a

From a laksadaislcally busy afld Gulf Clty

of beautiful urban aspects ten yellrs ago,
Kuwait has el(ploded, spilling over miles of

scorching desert sand,

ThIS tremendous urban el(plosion is a clear el(presslon of

urbanIsatIon as, prior to 1950, lhe ma;ori~ of KuwaIt's

population liVed WIthIn the 700 ha bouflded by the mud waif built

for defence purposes in 1918. The principal urban features were

the dhow harbour, the main market placa and souk, and the larger

houses on the seafront Inhabited by the pearling merchants.

However, In the early 1950's Kuwait Ci~ became a focus of

increasIng populatlofl, governmeflt and commercial actIvIty, One

of lhe first British pl~lnners to visit Kuwait in the post-oil era
4

was Macfariane, who in 1953 wrote:

Prosperl~ IS bringIng great changes. Fleets

of showy American cars, buses and huge el(-army lomes,

throng the streets, Imposing an almost unbearable

strain on narrow roads more suited to the camel and

donkey The number of shops, warehouses and

cafes '" the town is rapidly increasing and many houses

"
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ere be'fIg eonverted to garages .nd motor r.p~lJr shops
It IS ele<lr that vast changes are coming to

Kuwait, and compressed mID the space of .. lew

years are developments ."tueh eb_here h.ve taken
centunes

5
In 1954, the ~lnOplrO, Speneely .nd Maclarl.ne Plan WIS

c:ommlssJoned by ShaIkh Abdulla Aj-Sillim A!-S.bah to delll With

these changes. The baSiS of the Master Plan was .. 250m 'cordon

s.nltalre' around the old wall Inside the w.1I the old street

paltern WU dr"malll:aJly ehanged by the ,nll"oducllon of a new

pattern of WIde roads 10 cope WIth Ule Increased numbers of

vltuclllS The major ax,s of development was fahad A/-S.llm

Street, around which the new commeH:lal core was bu!lL To m,lke

way for these deyelopmen~. the Government 'ntroduced .. scheme 01

property aequlsltlon In 19052 by ownll:h Kuwlltl owners of I.nd or
property were enticed by gen~rous compenutlon money to move to

new neighbourhood umts on the other Side ot the 'cordon

samtil,re' Between January 1!:l52 and Aptll 1971, f. greill deal

.....lIS spent on thiS property IcqulsllJon scheme - 50 potr cent more
than on public capital expenditure: as a result at thiS, land

prices rose thlrty-t'WO times between 1952 lind 1960. To the south

ot the City, tour concentnc roads were la'd oul WIth radial

roads at r'9ht angles to Ihe.. "·superblock system' .....as

created (Figure 8) With each neighbourhood block haVing

appro):!mately 900 houses. Each nelgflbourl'lood uml .....85 to have a

10Cll1 cenlre comp'"JSJt'lg shops. a mosque Ind school. The lind

uses In a typical neighbourhood Ire shown II' Table 3. 1

The Mlnoplro, Spencely and Mactarlilne Master Plan was

metIculously 101l0Wll<l but contmulng g.owth ot populilhon

neceUltiited a reVle..... In 1967 the MumClpality Development Plan

was ildopted which extended lhe broad layout 01 the earlier plan.

Two more rings were added 10 the neighbourhoods snd Ihe

commenlal core 01 the old CIty continued 10 be expanded

Second.ry cent,..s eXplJ'ldld, often a.round Induslnill nuclel

Theslil can be seen In FIgure 8 and include Abraq Khltln and

Farwanlya In Ihe south wesl, .nd Ihe eesl coast "bbon

development as lar south as Fahah,l The latter developmenl

",cludes the 011 rehnery and mdustnal ntille creilted ilt

"
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T....BLE 3.'- KUW....IT . L....ND USES IN .... TYPiCAl NEIGHBOURHOOD

%

Realdenflal 33
Edu~tlDn.1 "COmmerci.1 3
R.... 23
Public open 1p1ca 6
Other use1 3
Vecant land "
Total '00

Source~ Buchanan, C. and Partnera Report on Kuwait VoU, p_40.

Shuaiba HI 1961, and Ihe new town at Ahmadi; thll 11 thl area

that h4l" grown r.pidly Iince the Industrl.1 dlverslh~lJon

policy In Ihe 1960's When thue towns became development foci.

To the west of Kuwait City, the Shuwalkh industrial area has been

created, linking the city WIth SUllllbikhat The result 01 these

developments hu been • My th.t has expended very rapidly IS

c.an be seen in the .tage$ 01 growth shown in Figure 9. Such

.tag9s of phy.iCII.1 expansion a,e c1o.ely related to tile

POPulation Increase. Indeed, Since the early 19&1'$ Kuwalr.

populalion hll$ quadrupled .nd the CIty ha. expanded live-told.

A.s • '8sull, Bucllanan and Partn." were eontrll.cted 10

ptoduce I new Muter Plan In 1970; thBtr conclusions were thlt

tuture development should be eoncentrated along the coastal zone

linking Kuwait City wtth Shualba. The u~n eol'lCentrabon In

Kuwait thlt was I development of the urbanisation proe&ss e«n be

Identified In 1965 and the lorenz CUNe shown In figure 10

emphul'$$ th.s teatur..

With Kuwait', expanSion, eonslderable 10CII' and economic

se96egation has developed. This phenomenon has been noted by

Hltt when he eonc:ludu that,

.... traditional soctety, org8niaed on the bulS

01 kin grouping but wrthout any pronou~..



FIGURE 9
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FIGURE 10

•2
•<
", ••0 ,•
"0 ,
•2 ,• ,
<•- ,••u• ,
0

\
,

u ,
•,

2 , , ,
• - ,
~

,
I \

, ,
• ••m •- I0
2 ,
• "••
~

"~
~
0
~

~ , ,w ->
~

"U
N • ,
2 ,
W •
~ , ,
0 , •
~

,
• ,



ranking 01 its sUb-groups, has been transformed

Into a highly structured community based on the

economic alld political POSit,OIlS occupied by the

Kuwaitis .. the spatial eHects of an e~pliclt

poliCY 01 discrimination on the bUls of citizenship

are Wide ranging, for not only has the policy created

II highly segregated City structured In a form quite

novel in Arabia, but II has also brought about contrasts

in the pattern of movement of the variOUS national

groups compriSing Kuwait's total population.

Non-Kuwaitis are now Ihe dominant group In the old city as they

moved Into the houses vacated by the Kuwaiti citizens who were

able to buy property in the SUburbs, The following figures show

the number 01 Kuwaitis within the old city wailS over the period

1957 to 1970: dUring this time the total population remained at

between 80,000 and 100,000, indicating an Increasing dominance by
non-KuwaItiS:

1957

'''"'1970

KuwaitiS 'n old city

" "

" "

59,579

29,269

21,452

(figures from 1957, 1965 and 1970 censuses of PopUlation,

Kuwait}.

Kuwaitis are dominant In the majority 01 the residential

suburban blocks e~cept for Hawalli lind $allmlYa districts, which

are appro~lmalely 90 per cenl non-Kuwaiti, The non-Kuwaitis lend

to be concentrated around the major Industrial comple~es, and

Ihls is where the squatters are (see Chapter 4},

This stUdy 01 Kuwail has shown how the phySical expansion of

Ihe City IS a reflection 01 the urballisalion process, lind that

oil has provided prosperity for Ihe Kuwai1ls and employment for

non-Kuwalties, both 01 which have induced large-scale population

movement to, and within, the City, Kuwait was a traditional city

that became an economic core in the Arabian Peninsula and the

analysis 01 segregation here has IIldicated that distinct core­

periphery relationships also occur withlll the city, The
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Arab""n

a result of

states 01 lhe

I<UWllt as
the Oll-nch

ellpansl01l Illd urbanIsation 01

mirrored by other examples In

Pe",nsul..

Bahrlm shows the Slme degree of population concentration as

KUWlllt (FIgure 10). In add,llon the population growth tlas been

rapld as eh.pter 2 d'scusslfd.

Traditional urball telltres 11'1 Ihe PenInsula Ihal have been

directly affected by oil show extremely rlp!d spatial ctllnges as
the example of I<uwalt hu shown. For example. 11\ Oe.tar

I
I

Doha a decade ago It was a sleepy

'1lhlng village; now ,t IS. a thrIVing town

....'th .....lde and _II lil streets crowded ..... th

traff'c, modern air-conditIoned shops, parks

and gardens, and numerous pubhc bUlkllllgs. and

mosques. The speed and totality 01 thiS translormabon

ellemphfles. all that has happened In Doha III recent

years. Areas ot old tlouses hive been swept aWIY

agllllst payment ot generous eompensatlon and

allocation or alternatIVe sites In new penpheral

suburbs.

Dohl "-d all estImated popula\lon of 180,000 III 1976, • number

which Will Increase With Ihe bUildIng ot New Doha to the north

{ultlmately to haye I populatlon of 6O.()(X)J on 800 ha 01 land

reGllimed from the Ha. Umm Sa,d IS an ,"dustnal town 40 km

s.outh of Dohil centred On a port wlttl an lIldustrial "eil

eompnstng a large Iteel and fertiliser works behllld. The urban

growth and transformlbon 01 other C11le.s hIS been lust IS rlpld.

N> preYIOUS Ch.plers mentioned, the growth mOil reyenues In the

smllll Emirates 01 the UAE was extremely rapid. Urban growth has

been raptd too and reflects the other patterns already dlSC:OSSe<l

111 Ihat the capital grows mosl by population Increase connectmg

It with subs.ldiary centres. Certain centres 01 a $peclallsed

nature, such as AI-Am OQlS II'l Abu Dhabi wtlleh 1$ Important u

an agnCllltural centre, grow because 01 Ihelf close relationshIp.

wlltl the core lIrea

The Urblln developments tend to be of a linear nature (KUWll.ll

City - Shoalbll. Doha - Umm Said, the capital CIIleS 01 the UAE

••



whiCh are merging with one another), concenltatll'lg Ihe

urbatllsabon process In core lIteas. thiS IS l1ue ot Oman, where

recenl expansIOns In Uusc.t Vld Uutl1ah are creating the

beginnings 01 a utllhed metropolltaIl area. Tha problems ot such

urbf,n concentration Will be covered In the ned chapter. Those

urban centres growing as a result of the urbf,nfzation procns In

the Arabian Pemnsula, but not dlfectly attributable to OIl, WIll

now be dIscussed. RIYadh, Medina and Jeddah WIll btl used u case

eumples lor, although Ihey lite not dlrKtly conneded With 01'

n are Kuwait, Dotla, and Uuscat, they have experienced very rap,d

change. This change has occurred n they are Within the core

UJS of development lI'I Saud, Arabia.

In the case 01 Riyadh,

The exploitation ot the nch OIl helds

In the eastern region brought a boom In

the ee.onomy of 11'1. country r8Jsmg Ihe

standArd 01 hV1l'lg and creating I strong

'mpetus tor urbamtltlon lor commercllIl

exchanges, millufacturing activities and a

need 'or more consumer goods. Slgmficallt

growth was witnessed partIcularly In Ihe

caprtll city 01 RIYadh which, trom 1950 onwards,

expeneneed I uemendous Increase ,1'1 Its

population, raverslng the eXIsting patterns

and bursting outSide the, up Ao that time,

l&1rly static limits 01 the ely.

With the demohtlon 01 the old town wall In 1950, RIYadh

entered a 'lew pIlase ot development. and c.rtam tactors created

an expansionist environment The construction of the Dammllm­

Riyadh raJlway In 1951 linked the City With Ihe OIl cenues of

the E.ut and new highways to Jedd.h and Dammam augment~ thiS

hnkage. In 1953 the ,mportance 01 the city wa.s e.stllblished WIth

the transler of the Uirllstries and olher government services tram

Jedd.h to Riyadh The increasing centrailly 01 Riyadh within

SaudI Arabia wu mada possible by S1gnlhe.ant watar dlSCOWlrie.

thillt became eSpeeliIIlly Important dunng the drought years of

1957-1964 a.s rural mIgrants wera attrlcted to the CIty.

"
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The Importance 01 tile migrant component ot RIYadh's

population WIllS emphUlsed In the prlVIOUS chlpter, These high

levelS of mloretlon have created extremely rapid rale. 01

poputabon growth, reachlft.ll &2 per cenl per annum (f.g..l1),

resulting In tile expansion ot the City In Spatlll terms, this

expanSIOn hu been of two bUlc types, either a co.titlon of
surround,ng 'tIllages or a natural expansion dICtated by

partIcular miln-mede loeabons. In the south and east 01 Rlyedh

are a number of annexed Villages such IS Meakat, Muntohl and

Otalg'- Th,s ar.a IS also charactertsed by 'tarlous ruralised

suburb5 (e-9- H,lta' A1-otban and Hlnat AJ-Qusman) willet! are:

Similar 10 what Abu-lughod found In Cairo,
the housIng In these rur.hsed dIStrIctS 1$

grouped mainly In small Ylnage-like ctu.sters,

lind lhe buildings are primarily one or two

slorles In lIelglll and are made of bncks or

mUd-brl(:ks. In fact, these dlstnets resemble

"rablln vlnages more thllln they ruemble thl

modern section of Rlyad~ In their physical and
$(I(:Jo-economl(: leatures.

In these areas the raltway terminUs and induslrlal sector 01

Ihe clly create additional etlraclJon lor mIgrants. Much of the

contemporary utba.n growth Is oeeurnn.g In the north of Ihe CIty

follOWing the axIS of the Mat" Road towards the airport

{Flg.l2}. This axis of dev,lopment owes its Importance to the

new go'tarnmenl mlmstnes and commerCIal .stabllshments SIted

Itong lhe Matar Road end the establishment 01 the new royal

pelace at Nasstriyah. Asso<;,ated with these arells are the high

class resldentlll dlStnds of Murabae .nd Maln on the we.!t .nd

ellst Side of the Ma.ter Road.

Aeferen<;e wes made In Chapter 2 to the growlr19 numbers of

pllgrtms to saudi Arabia This reflects • continuing concern by

the saudi government and theIr increasing .llocabon ot public

expenditure to Improve pilgrim lae.lltles (In the Development

Plen period 1975-60 the government atlocllted £ 280m. per ennum to
the Ham .nd the et!anging <;haracter 01 the pllgnmage. In 1975

trn:lr. th.1l hall the p'lgnm. eame by a.lr Such a etlar19. IS..
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undoubtedly related to the riSing 011 revenues In the

eountry.lnereUlng revenues also ena~lfKI Abdul A'lIZ to enlerge

the central mosque in 1946; Sehweiz... a argues that thll decision

signalled the modem development of Medina. In 1972, Medina

reeelYed 958,D40 PilgrIms, whICh WQ equal to seven times the

normal populebon of the CIty, U _" as pilgrims, eaeh Hall

season s.es an intlult 01 SaudIs who came to be gUldel, tllll­

drivers end street pedlars, The Inerease III Medlllll'S popUllItloll

showll III flg.11 IS heavily dependent UpOrl mlgratloll (Chlpter 2).

Th. Hall, Iher910(l, maku the CIty fIOt only a spintull locus

bul an lICOllomlC olle too; IS such the crty " closely Illtegrited

In the Saudi IXIS 01 developmenl The phYSIe-1 eXparlllOn 01 the

Clly has been rapId and IS closely assocIated wIth the

urban,sal,on process - figure 13 shows the growth of Medina up 10

1972.

Jeddah, up 10 1947 when the old elty wall was destroy..:l,

felled almosl eltelullYely Oil the pllgrim tr.tfk:. The town

expanded to the east, where the pllgflm hostell were located, and

to the south east. whleh WII the eentre fOf Sudanese and olher

Alrlcan pilgrims. In the years that followed 1947, the growth of

Jeddah was rapId (flg,11). Thll growth WllS associated with the

eXpCIllding ecollomy 01 Saudi Arabia, due to Illcreolng 011

reveflues, lor Jeddah became the malll port on the Red Sell tor

Imports. The Increase In Jeddah'. populaboll IS almost entirely

a result of migration. Wllhln the rapidly eXpllndlng SaudI

economy, Jeddah became an Imporant centre for Ctlmmerce, imports

and transport. Improvemellt In communlcatlOlls IntenSified this

role as it became linked with the other gfowth regions 01 Saudi

Arabia. The massive bUilding boom that resulted '" the phYSIcal

expansIOn 01 the CIty (Fig.l.) begall In the 1950's. SUburban

ribbon development occurred along the Mecca road to the aut and

the Medllla road to the north. llldustrial expanSIOn oeeurre<l

south 01 the Cily where the large migrant squatter areas 01

Sabael and Gholeal lire situated. This e~panSiOIl was complemented

by rap'd development In the centre 01 Jedd.h With the creatlon of

many n_ ro.ads and bUlldlnOs. The aIrport hu b8e0me a fletor

restncbng developments In the IIOrth-east (fig.1.).

The e:tp&nSloll 01 tMse SaUdI Ar"ablan dbes In term. 01

populatIon Illd area has been contemporlneoUI WIth the ereatioll of
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a 'development UIS' ot econom,c development across Ihe CQuntry.

IU a result, urbanlsal,oro I'Ias been CQncentraled Wlthm these

c,he~, IlIarlll'lg to socl.1 and spa.hlll segregalJon Wlthm them.

This IS analogous to the slluallon ,n Kuwait dllicuued abova, as
IS the Increumg urban concentration In Saud, Arabia (Fig. lSI,

The htgher urban population, In the East, West and Central

prOvinces 01 saudI Arab,a compared WIth the other pl"ovlnces In
the country c.n be seen In T.ble 3.2

Central Province , '23 000 "" 000 "Western Province , 310 000 910 000 66
E.stern Province ", 000 J<O 000 "Northern Prov,nce 509 000 ,,. 000 "Southern PrOVince I 346 000 13S 000 '0

Total 5 000 000 ,
"" 000 ""

Source: Sehwllzer, 1976

TABLE 3.2 SAUDI ARABIA 1972 URBAN POPULATIONS

%

Urban

Urban

PopulatIOn

Tol.1

PopulalJon

AnothQr spat,al mantfeslallon of urbanisatIon In the Arabia"

Peninsula has been the creation of n_ urban settlements. There

are two pnnClpal kmdS' settlemenb cr••ted for 011 Industry

activities and those built to alleviate congestion In rapidly

growing capit.i areas. Examples of the former types can be found

In the Eastern Provmce of saudi Ar.bla where, In 193-4. Hotvf W.I

the only large town. Oammam wali a small fishing VIllage .rod AI­

Khobar did not eKist. The rapid growth of the,. two settlements

IS illuslr.ted In Fig.ll. Owing to the location 01 the 011 and

the ne«! for coastal oulJeb tor all exports, the new lietIJemenu

eKpanded in .re., d.n.nd from e:ll$lmg communlbe1. o.mmam

eKpanded In 1950/S, With the construction of a port and railway

edension to Riyadh, and In 1953 the remov,l of the government's

ProVll'lCIII Offlce trom Hotvf to Darnm.m .ndlated ita .mportance

In the Eastern Province. In 1947 a gn<l-tron ptan for Oarnmem was
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Jebel Ali In DUblli, Khor Fukkan In Shlrjah Ind JUblil In Saudi

Arabia. Garden City IS I new Itn;ury lllSid.nbai town In Sharllltl.

Anoth.r category of n_ town IS thlt d.~ned to a11......t.

overcrowdmg in Ihe capital area. I,. Town, in Rahraln, was

created il'l 1964 to aid decentralisation ot populalion trom

Manama. Thl population .t pr.s."t is 15,lXlO but 35,000 ia the

tigure p1lnned for, a1tttough this IS scarcely large e"oogh to

help atop overcrowding In the capital region. In Omen, the

phYSlcaJly-restrlcled capltll ot Muselt neceSSItated e;l;plnslon

Into the Auwl VIHey, It Is In this Grelter Muttrah region thllt

urblnlsatlon is focussed and the area will becom. the dynamic

core of Ihe capital reqlon. Mlldinet Qaboos is part of the

'Gr.lt,r lo4uttrah linear City' and provldu high Giau

aeeommodatlon for ellpltrlates. The total population 01 the

capitll region IS estimated at over 60,000 people.

Many 01 the urban developmenb discussed .bov. w.re planned

by Westem-tramed planners and have gl....n rise to I number of

reletlons. MacFlrlane (one of the Ilrrt planners In the Gult)

thought th.t planning In Kuwlit

.. is a town planner', drelm. To drive

llong • splendid dual carriageway-road,

which only • ~ar before wu a lin. on peper,

ss an ellperi.nee given 10 1_ in thiS country

, Blessed by ample monlY, space unlimited

and ambitious people and a wise ruler, Kuwait

will be II moOel to the lo4icldl. lOut - and 10

other eounlnU also - ot how wealth can 1T
used 10 metlt the ntleds of eommon man.

A criticism 01 the Wtlstern type ot planning ca{~tld out In

Kuwelt and elnwhllr. In Itttl Gult wu mad. by Shiber ,who CI1\fld

it 'bestarossed architecture', IS he belllt'tf1d most lr lhe

pllnning had Iittl. ,... lor Kuwaiti society and cultur•. Jamal

criticises the plarls for Kuwait " he claims they did not rtt<;lard

phY:lllcal pl.nnmg as a continuous prot... but rather • .1 a once­
and-tor-all project. Jan'IIl aim atteeks Itte Buchan", team which

reerulted piannera wrth little worlang uperlenoe in t.li<ldle

Eastern urbln environments.
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The polarisation of economIC wealttl and power In the core

.reas of the .....ablan Peninsula has created population movements

from peripheral areas to create urbaOlsatlOn. This proee$.l IS

spatially manifilsted by e~palldlng Cilies In the core area In

WhiCh, although different patterns are IdentIfiable, SImilar

processes operate. /It common phellomtlnon ViSible In thtlse Cltles

IS the hlQh number of prestigIOus and ornate buIldingS (both

pnYllte and publl(:) a$ the folloWIng eumples show

Developmenl of Doha Itsolf IS ImpresslvlI.

The town IS a rapidly planned llll.erCISII WIth

Wide lree-hn8d boulevards Llndmarks

melude the Great Mosque .. ttle n.a.ttonal

museum. The waterfront IS a clean, wlde-Ianecl

cornlchtl on which are a flumber of Government

bUlldiflgs and, Irom WhiCh, on a gent\~ flse,
emerges ttl. mcr-.::l,ble EmIr! PaJ.e,CIl.

To the west of Mu,e,t, there IS a growmg

hlflterland 01 futurtstic architecture ttlat

almost dellantly discards the bUIlding

slyle, of ttle past ttlere IS the d,rt-

shaped beach-hou,e, like a,Jpace-age ptane,
bUilt for the Sultan's uncle.

Slm,lar urban febncs could be found In any other rapldty

expanding Arablltl Pefllnsul.. CIty (ne SchwIlzer '9761. Such a

phenomel'lOn conllrms:

the City functions as a IOCU4 for

the dl4POSIng of surplus product

MonumenlAl architeclure. laVIsh and

conspicuous consumption, and need creallon

In contemporary urban SOCiety, are all

different ma"tiLestatlons of Ihis same

phenomenon.
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So far tillS study hu concentrated on the onglns, prO«lues

and patterns ot urbanisatIon In the Arabian Pemnsula; the next

Cheptllr will CO/lslder some of the problems that have been

crealed
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CHAPTER FOUR:

Problema: 01 Urbanisation

""any Tl'nrd World countries In recent dKade. hi'"

e:tpenenc8d high rites of urben,set,on which haY8 resulted In I

Ylnely ot problems. The main problems identlfied haYe been

ellher human (poverty, houslnv deprl....tlon, unemployment) or

physic;.al (oyercrowlhng, tnadequ.te servICeS such as water and
sewerave,. The 1976 Habitat COnferenee on Humin Settlements held

at Vaneouyer WI$ an tnternatlonal response to the problema

resultrng ,trom tha rilpl(! urbanisalJon of Hurd World populations,

and Ward summilflses many of these problems. Geographer. hilYe

tor some ',me been conscious 01 the probl,ms With either a

regional or systematIc bill. For e:tample, Dwyer hIS r ....r&Wed

tha ~oblems 01 urblllninhon tn Hong KO"lJ and lOuth-eut ....,..

PUllan In Nigeria and ~u-lughod 4
for the ""iddle EIIL Housing,

as a gystematlc problem, has been coyered by Drakaki'-Smlth and

Fisher tor Turkey, and tn iI comprehens""e weI' by Owyer
6

tor the
entire Third World.

R8lJlrding problem. of urtlarllsation rt hll been Slid that:

It IS reuonable to expect, therefora, that,

It other deyeloplng countnes attarn the same

lMIea of economic growth as that e:o;perianced In

Hong Kong, thair problems 01 urbanisation. far

from t1aeomrng morr amenable to solutIOn, WIll

be compounded.

ThIS comment can be verofled .. the economic growth rates

e:O;p8rrenced by the oil-nth mtllS of the ATilbian PenrllSiula ata

fil,ler than Hong Kong" growth rate. and more problems resuttlng

from urbanisation are lending to appear. The increaSIng numbers

ot ...ehieles In the countnes ot the Ant.biiln Pitninsula are

creatmg trattu;; congestion despite road Widening: Ttot

accidents are now a major cause ot death in the urban centre&.

The shortage of raw m.terials for the gro.....ing urblln centras is

pl"esentlng I serious problem. In KlIWalt, the cost of buIldIng

mateMls doubted from spr1ng 1974 to mld-1976 a ,...un of the

"



bu'ldlng boom and congestion at the porU. The shortage at land

and scarcity 01 raw matem.l. have created htghly--Inflated land

pnces In the CIty cenlres. Ith. roce of tlnd ,n Kuwait CIty

centre fetches Ovt!r £500 poer metre and It wu reported In MEED

(19801 thet I 3-bedroomed Villa ,n Saudi ArabIa would cost

$35,000 I 'f1liIr to renl Generll Inf'at,on In an the countnu
Is high; In Saudi Arab,a II reaehed belween 30 Ind 40 per cenl

The grOWing number at people concentrated In urban areas hive

ereated a flsing demand lor toad - this problem IS e~acberated by

lhe abandonment at farms by rura.l-urban ml~ant.', A result at
thiS has been to intenSity agrleullural production. The Impli-

cation 01 growing urbanisation and ,ndustnallsat,on In creating

Increased demands tor manpower has been d,seussed and lhe

convern 01 this IS the edr.
1
'B. under-employment of many

nahOMls In the urban populatJons These are a selecllon 01

the numerous problem$ rUUlbng tram urbanisation In the Arablan

Peninsula. some of wtllc.h WIll be conSIdered in a WIder context in

the tollowmg chapter. The rest 01 !hIS chapter WIll concentrate

on two 01 the mO$t press'ng problems 01 SOCIal provision that

have ansen as a result of flIp,d UrbanlSltJon - water and hOUSing

avaIlability.

Water IS I v,tal commodity tor human eXlstenee and, under
11 .

IslamIC law. It IS held as a common resource. The provIsion 01'

water In the ArabIAn Peninaula has always been a conSiderable

problem owing to the scarcity 01 Ihe resouree.; the scarcity is a

resuft 01 low rainfall which IS highly variable, and very high

temperatures which cause eyaporatlon rates to be correspondmgly

high. Table ~.1 shows the total water resource. available,

Including current and pro,ecte<! n..eds.

The growing demand for wat.r In Kuwa,t IS shown In Figure

16. Commenting on th,s demand, Buehanan and Co, .stated:

In a country wh.... lIabonal water iWppl,e.s are so

meagre, It 15 coneel'lable th-at the problem.s of

slIb.sfylng I rapidly nSlng demand could IIm,t th..

rlt. of future u~n growth more than any other

IIl\gle con.stratnl

Such a .sItuation II> common to the other oil-rich .states at the

"
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FIGURE 16
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Ar.bi.n P~n1nsul...nd has com••bout oWing to Incr~Ued dem.nds

'rom growing popul.tlons, IncraISing per Cfop,U, dem.nds as the

standard o. living rose, and IncreaSing demands from industry.

In Kuw.it as the popul.tion eltPlinded r,pldly In the

1950's, :3 w.ter Cfopacity (desahCllted) rOse iJceordlngly, from

V,28Om IdiJY ,n 19&5 to 282,txXlm Id.y 1n 1975. The n.1ng

st.ndard of llYlng In the country has Inereued personal

cOnsumptIOn 01 w.ter 'rom 75 I1lresidayJper$On In 1953 to 225

lItres/day/per$On. Blhr.in has I similarly hIgh per eaplta con­

sumption 01 270 litresl day/person, .nd Saudi Arabia's w.ter

demarld IS increasing ilt 10 per cent p.a. The water consumption

o. Sh.rl.h Increased by eo per cent from 400,000 g.lI/day in 1967

to 735,000 gali/day In 1968 IS • resull of 011 finda In the UAE.
The Increased consumptIon ,..tas for 81hr'In, Abu Dhabi al"ld Om.n

are shown In T.ble •.2.

TABLE 4.2: WATER CONSUMPnON

Ba.hrain Abu Dhabi

".. 3.9 m.g.d, >D _.
1969 ., " >D "
1910 ••• " 3.' "
1971 '.7 " ••• "
1972 5.1 " 5.1 "
1973 5.5 " ., "

Om.n

14 m.g.y.
66 "

171 "

219 "

SOurce: W.ter Supply Dlretto,..ta, Statistical Abstract 1972,

1913, 1974, Bahrain; Depllrtment of Water IlIld Electncity, Abu

Ohebi, 1973; Mlnlnry of Development, Statistical Yearbook,

Seeond IDue, 1393 A.H. 1973 A.O. Oman

These demands tor water provision are I1kely to inerelSe

r.pldly In the future as populaIJons Will keep flsing and will bl!l

Increasingly concentrated in urban .reu, standards of tMng

WIll IncreUl!l and indusln.1 e>tPllnslon 1$ ,"evll.bll!! For

example, In Saudi Ar.bi. urban water damarn:ls ara increasing by

.pprolCim.tely 10 per oem P.... .nd public SUpplies are expected

to incre.se by about threo tImes for the silt l.rgest cities of
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RIYadh, JeOdah, tolecca, tollldina, hi' and Dammam. These SIX Cities

showed an Increa.se In their demand ror water tTom 211,000 cu.

melres/day to more than 545,000 w metres/day. or an Increase 01

ISO per cant over the period 1975 to 1980. In .ddltlon. the main

Industri.1 ule tor water (oll-rll InJectIon) WIll lnerease trom

1,100,000 m Idly to 2,400,000 m Iday In the same perIOd. The new

mdustn.1 jomplexes at Yanbu and Juball required an additional

100,000 m Iday In the penod 1975-1980. In Kuwal!, the tollnlstry

of Electnclty and Water estimated demand would increase by 20

per cent In 1976 and there were plans tor a 100m, gall capacity

by 1980. The projected wlter needs lor urban Ind Indust"al uses

for IndiVidual countries In the Arabien Peninsula can be seen by

referring beck 10 Table 4.1. The estimated IIlcrene. In water
demand are shown ror saudi Arab" In Table 4.3

TABlE 4.3: SAUDI AAABlA: PRESET AND FUTURE WAT'ER DEMANDS

(000 m Idl

RIyadh

'eddoh

"~.
Tail

toledine

Dammam*
Sub-total

Jubail Industrial Complex

Yanbu
Sub-total

Olr-II In,.etlOn

AgrICultural ,mgahon

Present Supply
1974

57
57

",
22

50

'"

, ""
5370

Forecast Demand

'980
,&3,,,
70

"35

90

'45

""95

2<00
, 060

TOT"l 6 681

* +Dhahran, A1-Khobar, Slltwe Ind Oatil

10 l(JO

Source: toletra ConSUlting, !SO"'"~'~I...!A",!"b''''--c.!B'"''''~"''"U!.-2D~p~po",rt"""""."...,,.
FinanCial Tlmu 1975
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largest producer 01 desalinated water In the Arabtan
3

Penrnsula IS 5a.ud, Arabla. whICh In 1975 produced 50,000 m iI

day In the 1975-1980 o.yelopment Plan pIIflod, SR 34bn, Wll-S

deyot.d to water and desahnltion projects, bringing the total

fresh water production trom desal1nated plants to more Ihan

400,000 m
3

per day, Thl~ Wll-S Ichleved by an expansion ot the

Jeddah Plant by 38,000 m per day In 19n and by iIll addlbonal
3

76,000 m per dlY by the end 01 the Dr10pment Plan penod. The

AJ.Khoba.r ptant el'panded by 190,000 m pIIr day and the KhatJI

"

The deficIt between a low supply ot wilter relaltve to the

Increuing demands has been met by the crll8tlOn ot new supplies

01 wat" (1.11. by new finds or desahnatlon) or conservation ot

eXIsting supplies and dlHerent illiocatJons ot water. The lormer

method has so tar been the pnncipal means of redUClllg the gap

between supply aocl demand ot water, &s the lIlcreasmg 011

revenue. made ,t poSSible to mvest In expensive desalination

plants. Kuwait was the tirst country m Ihe Arabian Penmsul. 10

Install a sea-water dualll'lltion plant; In 1351 this prOduced

80,000 galls per day. ProductIon of potable water lor Kuwait

CIty In 1972 Will Zlm gilns per day, and 90 per cent of the

state's dally consumpbon of 60m galls IS desahnated. The

ab3enc:e 01 large quantotoes ot sweet well waler In KuwaIt II the
reason tor lh,s hellVY rellarlce Orl desillinated Willer; a SimIlar

situation eXlsls m Qatar, Where rlatural well water can only

supply one third ot the d&1ly water used tor prlVale consumption

and ,"duslt)'. The Ilfsl desalln..tlOn unll was localed near the

capllill ill Ras Abu Aboud complex. Together WIth weH water

produc:bon {apPlox. 3.2m gallsl, that In 19n llTlOuntlKl to 11m

galls per day; It was enough 10 meet the present demands 01

private consumption and Induslry ot 10,500,000 galls per day,

However, m View ot the mcreasmg population and demands ot

mdustry, iI plilnned water produc:tlon In excess ot 39m galll per

day has Ileen &1med tor and thiS w,ll mvolve Improving the

onglnal plants and ereiltong a new comptex at Rill Abu Fantes.

Similar Incraasas In demand have 100ced the UAf to rely on de-­

salinaled water lor 90 per cent ot lis needs 70 per cent 01

Doha's reSidents .tlll oblaln water Irom tankers. The city needs

40m galls/day • the Filntas desallnabon plant Will giVe 32m

galls/day

Tho
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plant by 19,000 m per day. A ma,or new plant ....,11 be

cor,truc'ed at Yanbu with .. water production eapllclty 01 19,000

m per day. 8y 1982 Saud, Arabia should have 412m g.lIs ot

desahnatl'!d drinking waler per day The world', largest de­

$lIl1n.hon plant " llt Juball and, during the Plan perIOd 19l1O-­

65
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etghteen deul,nallon plants WIll be completed. edd,l'l9 1.4m

m Idly. In the course of 1981 the desallnatlon p1&nt at Jul)a,1

pt"oduced 35m gills/day - Ih,s reflects the Increned dernend of ..

City tllat was expected to grow from a population ot 27,000 In

1978 to 180,000 by the end ot 1981.

These examples Illustrate that the prinCipal mcreues In

demands tor ....at,r are occurtlng ,n thl m"lor urban centres, and
It " therefor. 'n Ulan centrlS that Ihe malor dlSllhnallon

pllln!, are sItuated P~speebng tor groundwater sources IS

beIng earned out ,n the At.btan Pemnsula but, u Table •.1 made

clear, the potentlll amounts "re mlmm"l. Sf,udl "r"l>I" and Om"n

probably have the largest quentlt;es evel1eble but more pumping

will decrease the hmte supply. In Oman, the growing urban

~oncentratlon In the Muscat-Mulrah region caused a rapid

ellpanSlOn 10 well-drilling whIch severely lowered the Wiler table

and Increased sahnlly. Thll was one of the maIO r..son.. why I

deciSion was made 10 cofRtruet a desalination p1"nt whlCl'l now

produces 6m gills per day_ Use 01 both de$llhnated water ~d

groundwater me"ns uSing " flOlle resource. The groundwater

availible IS " finite amount. and higher demands brought ebout by

population growth and IOcrealilOg per caplt" demends will

eventually deplete th,s resource, while desalinlted water

requores high levels of energy Input, bes,du wtllch Ihe \IIOOrl<109

hfe 01 desalinabon plants IS aPPfolllrn"tely 15 to 2D ~.rs end

repl"eemenl cosls are l'I'9h. The countries of Ihe f<n.b1en

Pemnsula Will only be lIbl_ to l!ford denltnated wlter .. long

as all revenues are high, which Will not be torever. Therefore,

the Increasing growth rates ot popUlation, standards of livIng,

and mdustry th'" are mevltably occurring In the malor urban

centres Will IlI'le hmlu Imposed on them by the emount of wa",,"

ayallable There "re two prH\C1pal respon.ses open to the

countnes 01 the ArabIan Peninsula.

The hr$l: IS to conserve Iyall.ble supphes. nliS WIll be

dIfficult In countnes where, although per ceplta U'Icomel ere as

"
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high or higher than the USA, the .moonl ot ....at.r consumed per

caPIta I' tilt Ins. HowI...er. advances In Indumal effiCIency
may reduee the amount 01 Wile, needed by th.s sector, lI$ may

"water recyclmg. A suggestion by Roberts is the U.II of
traditIonal slorm-water reservo,rs and the introduction ot the
dry loilet which us.. only oo.-third 01 the waler 01 •
conyentlonal system a' 50 per cent of the cost

In addit,on to • con$lrvf;hon polley, • reeonsld&rllbon of

waler allocation. IS needed. 1'1.11 01 the countries In the

M.bliln PeninSUla, 19,"cullur. consume, three-quarter, of aU

1II'IIabie water (1'8ble 4.1), and Whether the societ,.s In the

region ClIO, In the long run, support hIgh urban populabon.

u well as the IntensIVe agricultural $Cherne. I" operation, II
. ,.

In Impor1f,nt questoon An FAO mInIon to Ihe Middle EUI hn
suggested that countries m the llrld regions reconSider pestora!

nomadism m the agricultural sector, one of the reasons being Ihe

reduced water requIred It IS vital then, 11 urb4ln areu ar. 10

lnullase, that nlttonll wlt.r alloc.bons be reYlllWBd, M()(e

stringent control over wlIter aHocellon 11'1 urban ereu is elso

clearly needed, for Instance: reltrlctmg water available lor

prNlIte gerdenl and other cosmetlc uses~ the Introduction ot a

WlIter metermg system m all countries of Ihe Arablan Pernnsula

would be necesSlll')l In all pollClt!!s requlflng conservation and

changes of alloutton.

An additional problem IS the bureaucratic system dealing

With weter plovlslon; Saudi Arabia has, for e~8mple, thr.. major

mlnlstnes dIrectly concerned with watt!!r (M1l'I1sUy 01 Agrtculture

and Water; MunICipalities Department; W.ter Desall"..\.ion

Department). Clearly, the and countries 01 the Penmsulll have

much to learn fr~m the concepl ot f, netlonal weter policy that

Isralll hn adopted 6 11 urbean ar8as are to maintain their curr..nt

growth r.te$. SaudI Arabla IS to develop lIJi hrst national

water plan In the plan pa:riod 19BO-B5.

Rap'd tales or urbanisation in the Arabian Pemnsule haY.

alsO created a serious hOUSing problem. The repld population

growth Within the urban IIrells has tended to outpace the building

of houseS; Bahram WIll be und u an example here, /It. relatively

high proportion of het population h.u been c1auified u urban

since 1941 because of 011 discoveries in the 193O'a and 1$ now n
ro
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per cent urban. Population ljIrowth m the whole I.!land hu been

rapid but, at Tlble 4.4, .!hoW$ (he mcreue In the number of homes

has not be.n 1$ fist. and 10 there has been a deficit in the
hOUSing .!tock,

TABLE '.0 BAHRAIN: POPULATION AND HOUSING 1941-1971

Population % Increase p.1. Houl.s %Increa.!ep.a.

"., 89 970 14 382

"" 109 &50 '" 16 274 ''''
"50 143 135 3.00 22630 3.70,... 182 203 4.10 26 300 350
1971 216 078 ,.. " ... ,OJ
Av.rag. 300 '50

Source: Mlnlltry of Hou'lnljl (1976) A Dynamic Approach to a

National Hou$lng Problem, State of Bahrain

"'though ttl. proportIon ot the population clauilied a. urban In

Bahra,n ""as high In 1941, the abllolute growth hu been

slgnlheant: lor example Manama'. population IncreuecI by 27,059

or 44 per cent over the period 1959-71. The population growth

and Increulng number ot hou••.! tor Manama and Muharraq since

1951 can be leen by referring to Table 4.5 showing the Increasing

housing shortage In the capital area. The oth.r 011 states of

the Arabian Peninsula snow • Irend Similar to Bahrain, and in

many in,tances the houalng defic,t la great.r, IS population

Increases ar. more rapid.

Wh.n od rllvenue, began to accrue to tnll producer .sta.tea

mucil of the prIvate and public .xpettdrture wenl on house-building

tor national' th,.....as particUlarly tllle for Kuwatl

Gradually, far len wu .pent on hou$lfIg bIIt mar. on publiC

buildings, 1000ai Infrl.lltructure and Industn." so that houatng

co04truellon lagged even turth.r blIhlOd population growttl. Table

4.6 IlIu.tr.I., thl' trend In Kuwl1l In mo.t of the countrie,

In the Arabian Penmsula, houllng h.. Increued .t a Ilo_r rate

Ihan population, wllh til. r.,ult that the.. countries .re

expert.ncing In acute houling problem.

7>



T.... BLE 4.5: POPULATION AND HOUSES: MAN ....MA
AND MUHAAAAQ 1~1-1971

-PopulllJon " merena Hou$6s 1M. InerNS.

1941 " .,. , 6<,
1971 .. 785

7.3% p.a. " ,., 6.7% P.L

IrolUHARRAQ

PQpulatlon % increasl Houses % mcre.,.

"" 21 "'" 3 311
1971 37 732

2..5% p.L
5670

2.4% p.&

Source: Flnanee Oepartment (1969)

Fourth Population Census of Bahrain • A Brief Analytical

and Comparative Study

Statistical Bureau PoptJlation Census of Bahrain 1971

TABLE 4.6: KUWAIT, POPULATION AND HOUSING 1957-71

Popul.tron % Increue p.a. Houses % lnereue p.a.

"" "'" OOD " 74O,,.. ,,%,,., <67 OOD " ...''''' 5%
1971 739 OOD

'" OOD

SOurce: Author's caletJlltiona blsad on figures given In ""eua
COnsultlng (1976) BUllne" OpportunitiN In the Gull,

financial Times

"
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This problem II UprllllS&d In a number at WIY., thll most

obVious being an Ibsolute shortage In housing units, "ecordlng

to tile Housing Mlnl.ter, Kuwlit wHl need to build 136,000 home.
before 2000 "0: th. 19l1O-BS Plan will buUd 26,000 homes. Th.

government at Ba.llr,ln estimatttd In 1976 tMt 15,(1Xl unltl _re

ne.ded, With In IPPr~rlt. annlJll Incrsale in housing stock of
1,000 Ilouses tll.r.,"er. "bout 1,000 Il.ouses arl compl.ted Hcll
ye«r In Qatar wllich will hav. to be IncrellSllld by 10 per cent P.L

to keep up with population increases; it IS In the urban cor•
• t.1I$ that demand \.I gr.lt.st aI OVIIlr tile next twenty yeaTS it

hu been utimatilld that of tile 17,000 n_ Ilousu ne.ded 15,000

Will be In DahL Demand tot houses tar exceeded supply tn Saudi

M,tn, where. between 1970 and 1975, th.re wes an IIls11mated
demand ror In Iddltlonal 154,000 housing units, while only Ilelt

thlt numblllr (75,0001 were built The housing shortages .re

geographIcally conc.ntrated III the core urban .teu

Numerically, the greatut sllortages ar. til

1111 Ealt.,n Region, as a result of VlQDl'OUS

Industrial growth, Ind In tile West. owing

to equilly vigorous commercial 811pllnllon.

Rlyadll, however, in the central Region, as

th. rapidly growing capital and cantr. of

government i.s suff.ring an1flually lev.r.
lhomge, on relllbve terms.

In tha period 1975~198O, Saudi Arabia's Ilouslng need will bill

Ipproxlmately 329,000 units including the following:

Cantr.l Region

Eastem R"9lon

North.rn Reylon

Western Region

SOUth West RIIlgIon:

54 0lXl In Rtyadh

125 000 plu. to thIIl coastal lone

CtllU re.sultlng from government

-induced Indu.bial growth

5 200 units

129 000 plus units

9 000 units

The Importance of ttle cantral d.....loprnent IlUS in the country la

evident from thes. figures.
73



Th. shortage in quantity of houses Is complemented by a

shortage of qu.tllty. In S.lJdi Nabla, of the 1,100,000 d11elling
unrts, 117,000 efIn be cla.,s,lfled u sub$tandatd or Improvised.

In Bahrain, .72 per cen~ol the exbtlng housing stock is In need

01 ph)'$lC.t.l ImproYement Ind many ot the n_ housa built before

1955 In Kuwait Ire hlYlng to be replaced. Poor-quallty housing

IS often I result of overerowding ; the 1965 Census 01 Kuwait

revealed thst eight per cent of households (46,000 people) had

accommodation WIth an average of less than a qUlrter of • room

per person, and ,., per cent of households (172,000 people) had

leas Ihan h.tll • room per person. The Census also stlowed 53,000

men (Ylrtually .til non-Kuwalb) 10 be liVIng ,n group or ho.stel

accommodation, often of • poor mndard. The 1975 average
occupancy ralio In Bahram WI$ 2.6 persona per room but ten per

cent f{ Ihe population were at densities above 5.0 persons per
,~~

,., visulil ellpresslon 0' the Inadequacy 01 the housing supply

In the all-rich counlnes of the Arabian Peninsula IS the

development of spontaneous settlements. Th. ImportlflCe 01 these

in the Middle East and rest of the Third World MoS been alluded

to previously and, whether a positive or negallve attitude is

tllken, the Inhabitants of these settlements ("squatters") are

where they are because there is II shortage in the supply 01 homes

Ihey require. Many 01 the Immigrant workers OCCUpied the

traditional l'tou$8S In the old CIty centres that _r. vacated WIth
the m'Oratlon of nlltianals to detached Ylilu In the suburbs but,

IS the supply of these was limited, many I!IStablished themselves

In spontaneous $8t1lemenla.

The growth of spontaneous settlements in Ku_it 1$

fapre..nted ,n Ftg.17; the number of 'shanties' ,n 1965 being

11,649, which gr_ In 1970 to 20,400. In 1970, 113,000 people

tnheblted shanty accommodation and 81 per cent of theSi _ra

Kuwaitis; the majoflty 01 the i"habitants are BedoUin who hllVll

either full-time or seuonal jabs with the government or 0.1

lOdustry. The shanty dwellings (which represent about 25 per

cent of all dWellings) ara geographiQIly Ioatlld neer to

employment opportumties and Ih. pt"OYlsion of sel'YlC8S such 1$

hospitalS; tw eumple Maqwa and Wara shanty areu sa",. the

I"duslrlal centre of AhmadI. Wh~le the majonty of shanties are

"
•
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SJlu.ted close to employment opportunllJes. Doha 1$ an excepbon.

~Ing • government-planned shanty ar... In 1970. thr"

development projecll _re slarted by the government to Impl"Ove

.ccommod.hon tor squ.tters .t Mlna Abdulla, Jahr. .nd Ardty..

But, IS the annual rat. 01 mllow to shanty areas IS estImated ,t

17,000 p.... for every two people who leave to Itve ,n

goverl'lment-provldad homes, ftve take their place,

The problem of urbal'l eJ.panslon by the growth 01 spont~~eou$

settlement1l m Kuw"t hu been eJ.celiently surveyed by Jamal

who cl"ms that dltterenees eXlst between old and 1'1_ squatter

areas; the latter Ife usually temporary settlements assocIated

....Ith const/1,ldlon sites .tId are the most poverty stncken. J.msl

crrlIClS1S Ihe government schemes tor rehoUSIng squatters and

bedoUlOS IS they do not tue 1010 .ceount the Cluses of the

settlements In the hrst ,"slance. For eu.mP'le, In 1979 Ii'll

lulhorlhes bUlldo~ed • bedoum shanty town al'ld prOVIded some new

home, at a rent ot £ 721month. Furthermore. he matnt"ns that a
government hOUSing programme cannot be successful without the

partIC'P<8t!on of all the people.

The same problem IS also eVident In Bahram. The number of

barlSlts (the prrnCJple type ot hOUSIng In spontaneous settle~

ment.s In Bahram) IS gIven II'l rable 4.7 The hIgher proporbon

01 Barashs II'l Ihe Clpltal area IS • result of the urbamsabon

proceu beIng concentrated In thIS core region. In Qatar poor

hOUSIng ocwrs, IS MEED reported tn Aprrl 19n. where

the most casual viSitor cannol fail to

10 notoce the sharp col'llrasls between .reas

of new constructioon and afeu of poor

housing, Where 1'101 all Ihe benefits of SOCial

advance are obvlolJs.

TABlE 4.7: BAHRAIN: NUldBER OF BARASTlS

Barn!IS % lotal houses % Baraaw In Mani-m.,... "'6
,.,

""'965 Z770 "'5 9'
1971 ".. •• 5.0

Source: 1959, 19&5. 1971 census of Blhraln, Manam.

'6



The development 01 spontaneous settlements Is I growing problem
In Sa.udi Arlbll where (apart fn:lm the 'pilgrim cities' on the
edge of Mecc:& and Medina which Ire spec:lal lempor~ sponl&nflous
settlements) III mU<:l'l III ten to hlteen per CIonl of dwelling. tn

Ihe mlln town. Ir. 01 this category. Th. shlntl.s ara

typically 01 Itoned-out drums, softwood
slits, 0( palm branches ICCOrding to avllilablhty.

They lI"e Oltlill quite neatly and sturdily built,

alld IPPM" to form the basis of a aubstalltlll local

Indualry.

Spontaneous sett1ement are liso a feature of the UAE l'ld Omln.

Th, response to poor housing, spontaneous settlements Ind
the houstng .hortage In gell....aI hll.ll bun I rapid rise In rents of

aVlllable property. In Kuwait, KO 200 tE4151 a month was a
normll price for Indl".rent lceommodltlon In 1976; now It Is

E 1500; annUli rents In Dub.l can range from 40,000 dirhams
t£6,OOOI feN" • one-bedroomed "It and 130,000 dirhams (E 19,5001­
for I thr..-bedroomed villi In the mc.t desirable suburb. Abu

~bI rents Ifl approxlmltely tin or tttteell per cent higher then

in Oubat ct.-rly, thl majority of till rellls asked for are out
of elch lor mlny national Ind Immigrant groups as this eumple

for Oman showl:

In 1972 I ncotld clua two-bedroom Ippa.rtmlnt
In Muscat would co.1 RS 300 per mofltl\, .

thl Iverlge take hom. pay of an unsldlled

workers is AS 30 !MIr month, I helVY g~ty

lorry driver recelvel AS 45 per month.

In Oman I squatter ..tt1ement nas dcMtIoped nelf the existing
boundaries 01 the btlllt-Up aT-. Thl governmlnt rlsponse to the

houling shortage has bien the erection of lOW-COlt hOUling umu.

In 1976, 40 per cent of the UAE's hOUling budget was to go on

Iow-eott hou.lng to provldl 5,000 n_ hom... and thl. )'elf the
Ami!" of Caw waived 1,872 oUlstandinv housing IoInl, offered 659
Ir.. homes and apprOV*l thl conatruetloon of 6040 more. In 19n
OR 80m hili bien SIt ,s.ldl tor 600 low-eos:l home. and Khal~

T7
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Town 's 10 become a Doha sUburb exclus,vely tor low-cost houses.

Saud' Arabla awarded m.ny contracts for hOUSing schemes for

peopla wIth mlddle-Io-Iow II'!COmeS, and m early 1Sn a '540m hIgh
flse bUlldll'!g programme was begun In Oamm.m.

In the summllr 01 1976, the KUwaitI government outlmed •

schame to bUild 52,000 low-COSI homes by the end of 1981: part ot

th's proqramme IS the Cl)nslruct,on 01 a number of saleillte

v,lIages south 01 Kuwall This housmg seheme IS IdenbcaJ 10

Ihe olhers WIthin Ihe Arabt&rl Pel'lln!ula In that It 's geared to

Ihe ~t.onal population all Ihe states assume almost no

respons,blilty for housmg 8J,pIItnale workers. Although Ihe

goverllments' hOUSing prOjects Will ease the pressure on hOUSing,

a reconSlderalton 01 the posItion of Ihe states' responsibility

to expalnates (especially the poorer ones) Is needed. There

appelrs to be I trend m the Oil-prodUCing states to ensure thai

lore19n companies awarded contracts ara to be responSible for

hous"'g the" own workers. In KuwaIt. India supplied 300,000

tons 01 cemenl, 1,000 tons of steel and 6,000 skilled and sem,­

slulled wor1cers lor a recenl housmg scheme; Kor.. 1$ also

becoming mYOlveC! In tl1'$ type 01 scheme Thus.. to deal With the

hou$lng shortage w,th respIIct to low- and mlddle-mcome

natIonals, the governments In the Arabian Penmsula are

COl'!trectmg manpower and raw matenals from A$lan countnlls; thIS

"as Ihe advantage 01 overcomtng the SC.,Clty 01 manpower and

resources w.Ihout havmg 10 prOVide homes tor adehllonal

eXplltrlates.. Ho~r. as Ihe /lOUSing schemes &rid low Interest

rates from banks do not affect the eXlslmg ellplltnate

populahon. disconlllnt w,th,n thiS group Will undoubtedly n$tl.

ExpatrJates With the ab,lIly 10 do so WIll move from poor hoUSing

to better-quality housmg. .s gaps are created by l'Iattonals who

move Into new homes provldlld by the governmenL ThIS situalton

IS eVident In Kuwait, where the shanty areas have a constantly

changing populahon. The problem IS compounded by the trend

lowards families becoming ll'Icreaslngly Important '1'1 ,mm'9tal'lt

grollp<!, thlls creatlf\9 greater pressure on facIlities

The varlOUl schemes llCIopted by the governments In the

AtabJ.lln Pemnsula to deal WIth a hOllllng shortage n.VIl created •

group 01 urban poor, a.s examples of Oman and Abu Dhabi shoW.

FIrst, In Oman a government publication diSCUSSing unskilled

"



wOlkers states:

.vound Muscat end Mutrah an obae~r sees

many such people, hVlng by lhe side or the

road, under trees, or In the most pllmltlve

"shantHls" Unless this trend IS hetled,

II IS po~'bte to envisage the growth tn •

lew yeers ot a new class tn Oman, e poor,

olten unemployed, rootless, IndUnn.JISed

ur~ ptoletenllt; II class In which the seeds

or violent ~htlca! change would rtnd

lerttle sOil

Irl order to keep thiS group urlder cor-trol, the Royal Omllrl' Pollee

Foree were fillven some 01 the best houses tn the RuwI new lo....n

~use.

It IS recognised thai 10 metntetn en

etttClent end healthy polICe torce,

9000 houstng IS essent'III, lind Ih.

very morale of the preser-t members

of thts much admIred roree IS tn pert
due to Ihe excellel'l s.!tndard of Ilouslflg

prov'ded lor all ranks.

The second example comes Irom en architect who hu spent some

Itme tn Abu Dhabi:

The poor "" AboU onllbl are ~ry poor
Without e lob and the I'ecessary work permIt,

any Immlgrent can be deported.There IS no

secunty and subsequently 1'10 stability tn the

very poor eondltoOl's ot urban blight There

are 1'0 gardel's tn the ghettoes, so sittll'g

on the central In."lc reservellon on the

grass IS Y1lry popt,ltar. Status for the ShllCk

dweller IS not connected With gerden size but

....'th how new IS hiS blcycle, or hOW meny tllpeS

01 lrldlen minstrels he hu for " portable

'"
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cassette player, or what kind of bed he o.....ns.

MQUl/feS of slIccess ....ry !II great deal between
the ImmIgrant groups. but the mobVlltion I.t
the same: money Money is ,HOlly aViltlabJ.

to those WIth the slulls, end the tenacity D
pursue ,I m-.k., the Middle Eut operate.

The problems ot allocating water and hOl/slng In the urban
areas of the A,.blan Peninsula emphssis. the limits Imposed by

urban growth, and both questions need to be eonsldered u top

prlontias by the 90Vernmenis concerned it the urban areu are to

SlINlY. 'n both the short afld long term. Both Iha problems of
water and houlong lI"",labthty r.surt from the prOCUI of

creating core urban ilreas In Ihe Arabllrl Peninsula, which are

dllltlngUlJhable by the .ccumulation of economic surpluses within

them. The dlff.rent..' .110«1101'1 01 this surplus among the

$0(."111 groups In the urban .reas has resulted In splllbal

inequalities, 01 wtllch the hoUSing problem IS .. symptom The

problems of urb&nlslbon In th" regIon hive ansen trom the wider

process of developmltnt Ind modernlillion that II strongly

caPltall~ In nature, rather thin the problems 01 urbanlutlon

per se The lollowing chapter Will reView the problems Ind

prospects of urbanl$ltion In a wider perspective.
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CHAPTER flV!:.

Problems and PnlspecU

The po'IIlrl~110" of KOllom,e development hIS been a

recu,renl theme In thiS study and It hilS beefl hypothesised that

the (:r881,0n of 'eore' economic regions hIS Induced mlgrltion,

The Importance ot m'9'1I110n to urbllnisetlon In the "'ablen

Peninsula ~ been stteued and $Orne of the problems rasul11"9

tram the contemporary urbilmUllan process wet'e considered. Many

ot the prlX:enes Ind resulting plIItterns and problems ot

urbllnl$ollOn In the raglon were seen to be IImllar to other Third

World sItuations

Many ot the dl$Cuss.ons on Hllrd WOl'"k1 urbamsat,on have

conSIdered the question of Whether the phenomenon of urban and

economiC concentrahon ,s deSIrable to the development 01 the

socIety concerned; such • CllscLlSllon of the problems a.nd

prospects 01 urbamsat,on relating to the "rab,an Peninsula IS

theretore necessary There are two ptlnclpal Viewpoints that may

be relavanl to the regIOn FIrstly, thare IS a school of thought

which regards the domInant urban centre iU symbohc of a dynamIC

"t-~~ ~1Unrr. mlgra'\lon \0 "tne growIng urban centres IS

rltgarded as a healthy Indicator lor econom,,; growth and should be,
planned lor and not suppres'ld "bu-Lughod has put lorward thIS

vIew In the "'lddle Eastern conted and, although economic growth

III the "'ablan P1lnlnsullII has pl'"oduced considerable SOC1f.1 and

spallal segregation, tha pl'oc:aues 01 urban,ulJDn hne not been

In operatIon long enough to r,/ad or accept It

Ttle s.colld major VIewpoint regards tha creatIon 01 dominant

urban centres In the Third World as structural detecls III II

ratIonal hIerarchICal system of central places, and suggests that

spatIal reconstnx:lI~n IS nacesury for the re(lIltnbutJon of

resources Johnson partly bases hIS ac:ceptance of thIS "iew on

the fact that he has calculated that the ratIo ot Ylilages to

central places IS lower tor Europe than tor the MIddle East

"'cordIng to these spallal strateqlsta, 'urban balance' needs to

be established In the Nablln Peninsula by creating mec:hum-slzec!

urban centro. ThIs strategy, h~Yer, does not considar the

partIcular enYlronmental and cultu,.J qualibes of the regIon and

82

l



15 11'1 oppos.tIon to Abu·Lughod who sees 1'10 log,cal r"$On why

c,t1es ,1'1 the Atablln Peninsula slMluld be m.de to demonstrate

spatial balanCI.

Perhaps , more beneficl.1 ell,pl,natlon rel.ting to Ihe

problems and prospects of urbanisation In the Ar'bi.n P.ninsul.

IS • consldeflbon of how the urbanisation proceu Is .Iterlllg

thl tt.bllity ot ecologIcal structurlS I!'I thl regIOn; th.s

perspKtlve ., useful to geographers whose hlld of study can be
cOllsldered to be located at the nell,US of the human and physical

'l'lVlrOllments. For ease of ell,planatlon, the hum.n and physical

eeologteaJ sdlructures are conSIdered s~r'leIy here, but III

reality they arl symbIotIcally conneeted.

Stability II'l t!'le !'lum.n ecolog'cal .tructure 11'1 the rlgion I'
best conSidered '1'1 term' of its traditional components of nomad,

Yillager and urbanite and the rel.tlonshlps betweell tham. Th.,

concep~ of 'ecological trilogy' w.s put forw.rd by Paul Ward

English wllo cons.dered contemporary processes In the t.4lddle Ent

10 be breaking down the lradlltonal structures wIthin it

an entirely new cullural .nd SlXIII

geography IS emerging III Ihls region· thl

quanlilallve and qualitative growth II'l urban

lifa .nd urban power, the seeularlsallon of

cnlit4l SOCIal e1u,es. the destructlon of

pastoral tribes, Ind Ihe II'ltegrallon of

v,lIage communltllilS Into national SOCieties.

ThIS has releYllnce lor the "'"bltn Penmsula, where the pro<;lS$

of urbanisatIOn has been QCCurnng at a flpld rate, due lI'l part
to the catlly$t of 011 r....enue.; th" has en3b1ed the urban

eomponant 01 the tnlogy to ach,e...e unprecedented dominance.

Conv.rsaly, the nomadic and rural alaments of the trilogy ere

bell'lg diminished.
The d.tlme of nom.d, has .lr.ady beln diSCUSSed. In the

United "'fob E~"ratls, bedOUIll represel'lt I.f mueh .s 30 per eent 01

the population and are eonsidered to be II divergent populatlol'l

group In an urban domln.ted SOCIety. Th,s IS because, in •

country whl(;h 15 dehel.nt In manpower, It 15 conSld.red

Intolllrable that onll-thlrd of thl population slMluld be
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unproductlve to the Industnahsed urban economies. Many bedoum
h",. been mduced to move to the lowns by employment
opportunities and higher and more slabl, eeonomlc rewards than

pasloral nomadism provides, In the UAE; the governme,,! has

(j"trlbuted land to lOW-income citizens so th!' many bedouin lind

themselves owners ot rand In th.e City o;entres. I" Kuwa'i many

beOoUln are squatters 'n the CIty (Chapter lourl. and the

government IS promoting a polICY ot bedoUin resettlement '" new

Vlllagt!s (a s,mllar strategy WIl$ carnllKl out in the UAE; these

new settlement, are dependent on the urban areas tor m.ll'l

services and 'UPP.9rt. The eroSIOn ot nom.dle hte IS eVident In
6

Omln Where Birks has observed that milny male bedOUin .r.
temporary migrants to the 011 centres: the average yearly cy(:l.

ot movement has been cut aM now the o,ly bedouin who take part

10 long movements are Iorry-dflvers.

BedOUin are now beocom,ng so Integrated ,nto the urban

economy that theIr customl and traditions are being preserved In

museums 10 Qatar••nd camel_ners In Abu Dh.bI receive a subsidy

of E145 per camel (the camels .re used lor ClImel ra<.l119 lind ClImel
salllrisl. ThiS d~hne In the tradll'Oflal element In the

ecological t"logy hilS removed a traditional source 01 food to

thlt urban dwellers - camel arld goat maal The Increasing

proportion 01 a nOrl-tood producing sector ot the popUlation Irl

the counlnes ot the Arabian Penlnsulf. hu affected the fural

component of the ecologtCIII trilogy, Many traditional oases ar.

now bfl:omlng IntenslYe agncultural centres (e.g. H,radh In saudI

Arablt. AI-Am In UAEJ and rely on tugh ,moUflU of energy Input

lor survIVal. Th' stabtlity 01 these ne", rurel centres U1 almost

totally dependent upon Ihe aVlllable mart.et In the urban aren

and the aVlllable 011 revenue, to maintaIn energy Inpub.

In contrut to these rural centre, thet ere dependent upon

the domlrlent urban centres, many v,Ueges are In decline. In

Oman It 1$ the temporary ml!lflltJon 01 men to wort. ouuld. the

Vlllege that Is causmg decline (68 per cenl of males over

fourteen ~rs In 17,500 VIllages surveyed by the Durham

Unlvers,ty Oman Prolect were absent Irom their home VIllage, and

only 12 per cent 01 adult omanl men have not wort.ed a"ffY from

home tor a period 01 SUl montl'l' or more).
8

Birks and letts cleim

thet it IS th, Introduction ot an IOcrened cull economy In the

"

\



rural arelS ot Oman that IS Cf;uslnll ttle !adltlonal SOCIO­
economic structures ot the vllI.ges to disappear. Of particul.r

Importance has been the negleet 01 the Village w.ter supply

(fala, system). Consequently, many v.llages have decllnect

TWll decades or more ago, the population ot

Muqayd. W.l$ 56. anc:! ot Dlq.' .bout 275. Today

the VIllages are mere vestIges ot thelf tormer

selves: In 1973 When the lut lamlly lett

t.4uqayda, lhe population ot DIQ.I wu 156-

Their wlllv.ted areas have also declined

markedly 10 100 square metres II Muqayda and

850 square metres at DIQII only 11 per cenl

and 37 pl!r cent respectlve'y 01 their former

"areas.

In eontrut to the decline 01 nomads and Villages In the

e<;OloglC<!1 trilogy In the Arabian Penlnsu~ has been Ihe

increasing Importance and dominance of urban centres, The

problem ot growing numbers of urba.n dwellers Imposing limIts on

the vanous servIces and available space In Ihe CltlllS was

discussed In the prevIous Chapter, and wUI undoubtedly remain a

problem In the long term. The limits Imposed by mcrelsing

numbers 10 the clbes ot the Arabian Peninsula are human and

physll;-.J In character Of Immediate concern to Ihe mamtenance

01 • stable human ecologlc.l structure .....thln Ihe Clites 10 Itle

regIon IS reconc,llng the v.lues 01 Islam With a Westernised

urban society Additionally, the traditional POSition 01 women

IS begll'nlng fo ch.nge IS employment opportunities suck IS

"nursJl'9 an.d teachmg e"pand, Saud. Arabia., however, klS

entrenched the ....lues ot Isl.m tor a number of re...ons. It.&

lIrguable thlt Ihe stability and UOlty ot the country .re only

poSSIble wilh the common acceptance ot Islam which would ten<! to

support Harvey'S assumption Ihal

ParasitIC cIties are vulnerable unless

Ihe urban elite has strong ideological,

economIC or mIlitary c:ontrol f~er the

surpll,ls-produelng populabon
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It more long term human limit Imposed l)y the rapidly

urbamsmg populatIons In Ihe AT.bl~ Peninsula 15 the

psyeholOOlc;al stram ImposlKl on Ihe mhabltanls who ~ve

expeflence a rapid change In their en""onmenl Calhoun's work

on urban densltll~s and psychological strus Indicates that the

human per•.fnailly has ItS own Inlernal limits (see also Ihe work

or Milgram 1 l; the limit of resilience 01 Ihe Arab personality

WIU have to be hIgh 10 accept the change In built environment

lhat hilS occurred since the de..elo~.nt of 011 r....nu.s. For

exampl., Ihe high-rise blocks thai Saudi Arabia IS .reelmQ m

the Eastern Provmce are culturally ...ry dlslant from the lI>sular

courtyard house 01 the "".(linas. In Ihe cas. 01 Saudi Arabia:

Very qUlel\ly Ih.r. occurred I ruplure With

the nlues and eoncept 01 the put. In

architecture, for example, the house plan

which lOOked Inwards 10 Ihe courtyard was

eXchanged for a type which looked outwards

,nlo the streel. Traditional hous.-deSign

wh,ch sal.-guarded agllmst Ih. '.venl'es

of the dlmal.....u disregarded In layour

ot deSigns ....hlch were ill-sUited to the

en..."onment and relied heaVIly upon

eompens.almg meehan~1 aIda. Any semblanee

01 tradItIOnal Charader and styt.e m

"arellitecture rap'dly dlsappe.red

The conlempor.ry urbanisation process In the Arab,an

Penmsul. has begun to change the trad,t,onal ecology trilogy and

w,lI possibly ere.te .n unst.ble human ecological slruclure in

the luture. The physical ecologIcal ,Iructure IS also tending

tOWlrds Instab,llty Mentlon has already been made 01 the

parasihc nalure of clt,es bemg dependent upon mputs of food,

.....Ier .1% power, and upon haVIng their ....ul.s removed

{S,mmons >-00 attsnbon h.r", will be drllwn to the unstable

v.rlety 01 ecosystllms thai rllpsd urban1ffbon has cr_ted. The

baSIS 01 Il'lIs argument II Odum', concept 01 ecosyst.m balence

whIch clelms thlt urban areas ....h,ch depend on tllgh Inputs, and

intensively-used biotiC systems WIth high productl..,ty (such lIS

B6
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the intenSIVe agroeultural settlemenb In the regIOn th.t serve

the growIng ur~ oemand ror toadl need to be bal.n<:ed by energy

-product.... l!I'Cosystems. Example ot the latter Include mun'ple­

use .reas le.g pastoral nomadIc rangesl and wilderness areas.

In lhe Ar.blan PenInsuI. the urbanisation Pi"oeeq thlt Ui

Cle.tmg r'pldly-growlng urban areas has developed a hIghly

plr;ISltK: ecosystem thaI 'ean only e~piInd to cert"f> IIm,ts,

beyond rJl'Ch the protectIve systems cannot balance them'
lSimmons }, Oman and Bahr"n provIde e~amples Of how rapId

urban growth resultmg from urbanisatIon IS creating an

unbalanced phYSIcal ecological structure

In Oman, urban and Indust"al e~panslon hIS severely

depleled the WIlderness areas (the balanCIng ecosystems for the
urban regIons) and several spec..s Ilave beeome nearly extmct

le.g, the whIte oryx). Add,OOnllly. the tellIng 01 Irees and

clearanee 01 desert scrub hu Increlsed desertltlUhon In the

.ntlS near tile m.,or settlements However, the Oman government

IS now glYl"9 attenoon 10 these problems and • numbef" of species

ilre protected ~;:' surveys are 10 be earned out on the PJstlllg

fIor. and I'una. Urban IIlItplllSlon ItI Bahr.m hu tended to

occur 0fI the poorer land Ih.lt was not used for agnculture, but

Ih,s l.nd was hIgh In sahnlly, WIth the result that many

bUIldIngs ''20 the urban cenlres are slo_ly being eroded by salt

weathering. Consequently, present urban e~panslon IS on non­

saline land, WhIch IS the land best SUIted to agrlculture,and

thIS has resulted In a conflict 01 IMerests over urban e~panslon

and agricultural use. These examples have shown MW the urban­

,sat,on proceS$ ~lnd the resulbng urban growth hes had Important

remlflCaltonS '" the WIder phYSIcal ecologIcal strueture The

dISCUSSIon hes .m~aslsed how the rapldly-growlng urban regIons

th.l are resuillng !Tom the Pi"ocess of urbanlS.llon In the

Arabian Peninsula have lended to create Instability In the humlln

and ~YSlClt ecologICal st"",elures, The changIng charaetensttcs

of these ecologICal stn,leutures IS creabng e dltterent human

geogrephy of the Arabian Pltlllnsul. Irom that whletl musted berolZ

011 Wll$ dIscovered, and these structures ...r. likely to become

more unstable In the long term If contemporary t,ends continue.

More Important short-term problems are those 01 political

sensItIvIty end the size of 011 revenues,

"



The dependence ot Ihe urban centres In the Oil-rich

countnes In the region on foreign migrants was made deer In

..rher enaplers, end It IS neeesSflry to emphUl$e here lI'Iat the

economll~S 01 the CIties are Upheld by lor8'9n labour, At present,

the me/only or Ihese torm minOrity groups In the sense Ihlt they

do 1'101 hive lhe Slme soe"I, economic or political rights 4S do

Ihe nallonal group, With the increasing lrend for migrants to M

hlmlly-based, the lmportlnce or these mInority group$ will

probably InereiLS8. M yet, there has bellln no unified proleterlet­

based movement In the "'ablan Peninsula, but It IS , latent

POSSibility end, It actIvated, would undoubtedly disrupt th.

SOCial order In the large urban centrllS where mig"nls are

concentrated Towerds the end 01 1979 I vlolenl demonstratton

took place by 6,000 construction worl<ers on , butldlng pro/ect et

Am Baghll, KlJWelt A second melOr, short-term problem WIll be
Ih,t 011 revenues may decrease; thl$ .....11 happen lIther ~use

ot a decrease In reserves, or " reduced demend In oil by the

malor oil consumers Cle.rly, the human and physical ecologlCil,1

structure!! that are apparent In the Arabian Peninsula are lergely

maintamed by 011 reYenues • Indeecl the mIQrabon process I,a(hng

10 urban~bon l.s a re.sull 01 Oil revenue. creating employment

'pulls' - and any decrease In them would severely alt!!r the

blll"nee In the ecological structures. 11 IS poSSible that the

large-scale urban centres In the region could become unst'ble as

settlement structures.
Therefore It would seem tMt, In the IonQ term, the

processes and IMotterns 01 urbel'llsation In the ...,.eblan ~nmsuill

will probably create '1'1 unst,ble settlement IMottern dependent on

oil revenue to provide high amounts ot energy II'Iput and an

amenable foreIgn labour force. The p.reunt-day urban $)'stem is

the result of histoneal proceues and, although urbal'llsabon has

precedents throughout the Oevelo~)ln9 World, the OIl-neh

countries 01 lh, Arabilln Penll'lsula are SeI!lll'19 the urban

proporoons of their populations grow a.t very rapid rates. ThIS

growth IS le,ding to the development 01 core-periphery relation­

ships wf'llch "rl!l eVident both Within th_ region and WIthin

II'IdlVldUll' eltles.
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