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srr.c:. the ol1"1'rl.,. irg-..... of 1913-74 Internati~l aiqutleft
foe ~l<>yliRl'lt hu t. .. 1nI::r..singly ~rvasl..... phei_ .....
within the Arab ....,ld. Tl\ls pl!rv&Siwrwss is refl~1od in the
Vii[ lety ot l:henes CDYl!r<li! In ~ rfIPldly '3r""i"'1 body ot
lltlr.. ture and rIR&d! in this field. ""1" blMlograptly, listing
OV'l!r 1.200 reterences. repl"eseJlts the tlrst .. ttelipl: to dr....
together thllJ lIter..turl. -.d'I of which hu.~ plbllshed sInce
the lab! 1970's. '!tie bibl1cqr;,p.y Is storlod eft ~tlr till ..t
t:J. OnI~rsity of D.1rhaI -.:l MW _terial is aMed as it a~s.
Per io:Hc suppleaents I;D l:llis intro!uctory yollZlll' "ill be
p.lblishe<l U "PPropdate.

Foe CXln"",nl....,., thl! ...tlrilll has t.erI d;vlded Into t"", hrOlld
cat:eqorle: llliebour-se-ding CI:UItrles, ..xl liilLaboor-recelving
CCU'ltd..... Within ~ o! thelll!! eat:e:lCJ:rlu .. seetleft of qeneral
refer~s is fol~ t1t .. oomo~try ~I1aUeft.

C....-re!er-.c:P.I. ~ at the beqinn1ng of each sub s tlon'"
dlrtel:. the user to relevant w:x:1<s awearll'llJ in the final section
of the blblt<>;jreptly \<hieh lists l!Ore than 2(l{1 Items plbllllhed In
Arabic:. A brief En911sh translation is provided in pllrentheses.
~ =untrl_ covered In this COIIpUeUOI CClIprI .... ' Alqede.
Bah.... ln. Egypt, Iraq.~. _It. r.b!l:t.... ,. f'broo::o. e-..
P[J('[. Qatar. saudI "'ntll... Soan, Syri... T\rlisl... all.E. 'OJl. '!tIere
Is .. sepiU'ste sectlcn eft 5o:.rt:h ,.,1... """ hr Bas~m -.lqutlon to
the Middle tut. oars iltQIliI note that uny of the "",rkl In the
sectIon 00 Jordan reter ..180 to PalestinIan particlpstlon In
intlrnatlaJal labour Illigrat!oo.... tew IOOrks ha".. been included 00
....ab .Iqratloo 1:0 ),medea. fO[ a.xe ~~he o::q>Uatloo
(103 it_) _:~ s-.ie 119B]} '.......l~ blbliograpty eft
Arilb-berlcan 1m.iqratla'l -.:l settl-.t'. pp.lB7-99 In: NrrahD.
S.Y.• Abrv.-. M. (edIi.1 lIrp in the RI!V WRJ"ld: Studies en
Are,b:-A!nerican ee-Dlitig. oetrolt: Wayne State tlni.... rlity.

PubIicatloos 00 Internatlc:nal labour migration in the H!&lie EIUIt
and !loI:th Africa are Iisteil in a IIllI!tler of bib1iogr~lc ll(l,l[C=-S.
the _t pr~nomt of which ..... : ~latloo II'll5u cPrlnceterl:
Offi~ of J'cpulat.lCXI R!!Ieacdl. P'dnceb:l> iJl'l] .....dty) -.d the
...........ire d·...fd~ du Ilcrd (Pub. 0lIlS). The qrcoring vo1..- of
Htlrature lfi Arable is Lde>:ad In P'ihrbt (Beirut: Pihrlst) mod
In the .kurT)a.l of ~ Q1l.f aP3 Arabian ~1nsula Studies {KIMllt.
Kuwait Ol'oJv'l!rsityl. 'lhe user'. atbsntCXI is also dr8wn to t"O
inplrt.&nt lICW'oel ......ich r"Sft1l.arly O2ltatn short new items 00
lnter"lltlonal labour Il1gEatlar in the Arab voE'liI .-11: III
Middle EUt FUx....ic Oi~t {t.ordonl; liil f\ I et. Ml9ratla.:
Pn Its (Pads). -

I _ {.-debted to -r =lleac;p-s lleather lHe_y (Ce1'ltr~ for Middle
Ea3tern and Tsl.... le StuIIlesl and IlaqI!r I\l-Najjar runiverslty
Collllge of Bahrain) Ioixl anplted the l'.rable section, and ! am
~tlC\llarly grateful to l'.vril Shields for hoot considerable help
in t'- pcoductlon of l:llia blbllogrlll'bY.

rM J. S~.DIJrharn, July 19B4.
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"... following brief review highlights a sel@cUon of the lfOre
Inp:ortant or innovative WJrlcs on international labour migration
In the Arab WJrl<1 'oIhich are listed in this bibIlcqraphy. Although
the bibliography a:wers the lot1::l1e of the Middle East this review
",ill fccus on the IIDre recent literature ar1l! research on
international labour lIigraticn In the !"ashreq (Arab east).
Research on Kotghrebin migratial for enployment, lMinly to
western Europe, has a much lQ'l9'l'r history and a considerably IIDre
sophisticated literature. Readers are r~ to eonsult
vol~ t_nty of the Anrmaire de I '1\fri~ du Nord (l98J) which
contains sane 24 essays 00 aspects of ~hrebin migration to
France, the problems of second generation migrants, assimilation
and return migration.

In contrast to the Maghreb there was ooly a limiter! volune of
research and writing on international migration for employment in
the Arab east before the late 1970's. Although international
1ab:l= flOW!! into am within the region were first precipitated
on a !!\ajar scale by the exploitation of oil resources in the
mid-1930's [Sec:o::mbe (l9821 'r.ab?oJr migraticrl to the Arabian
Gulf: evolution and characteristics, 1920-50' (14)*] academic
interest in the field ..-as negligible until the dramatic
acceleration in the scale of labour flews which followed the
lllajor oil price increases of 1973-4. Early works which atti!lllpt.ed
to establish the scale and characteristics of this labour
lllO\Ie:IIEnt include papers by Gerard Fischer and Abdul~sin

l'kl.:zaffer (1975) '5cme b3sic characteristics of the labour force
in Bahrain, Qatar, ~ and~' f141: Abdel-Magid Parrag f1976J,
'Migration between Mal) countries' (1); and the Japan
Co-qleration Centre (1976/77) 'Analys[s of demand ard supply of
rnanp::wer in the Arabian Gulf countries' (14).

An Umportant turning point in research on international labour
migration in the Arab \o.'Orld C2IIlE! In early 1977 whtln, under the
auspices of the World ~loyment Programae (WEP1, the
International Latour Office (ILO) call1lissioned a llI!ljor research
Initiative at the University of CUrhcrn. Although subsequently
criticised by a number of writers, this International Migration
Project (IMP), co-clirected by Drs. J.S. airlcs and C.A. Sinclair:,
was a pioneering effort to enlJlll!r:ate the basic parameter:s of
oont:e:lp:>rary international labour flows. Usin::! extant Ixlt highly
disparate statistical data mllected in each country of the
regial, the UF's prin'a-ry aia was to establish a b;asie lIIatrix
illustrating the direction ard scale of migration both wit.lotin and
into the regia'! with reference to the mid-1970's. Having
established tllat fralllE!'WOrk the project prcceedo::l to evaluate the

*Figures In parentheses refer to the section In which the full
bibliographic. detalls of works mentioned here will be found.



!.JIlpact of internatimal labour IlIigraticn al tho!o dr:xnestic labour
lIIiU'ket and develClpllent prospects of tx:Ith the lalx:ur-receiving and
lal::o.1r-sending oountries. The authors projected labJur demand and
~ly for Hdl CDUntcy (at six skill levels) quirqJennially frCIII
1975 to 1990 and assessed the effeets of interl'lational "igratiOl"l
00 the basis of currl!l'\t and p::ltential lo3l:xlur short~s and
surpluses.

'!'he results of this research were initially preSl!l'\ted on a
CXU'ltry-by-eountcy basis in a series of 22 DoF and 5 HD' '-'Orking
papers owr the follOoi'ing three years 1977-1980. SH for eX51lple:
J.S. Birks and C.A. Sinelair (1978) '!'he nature and process of
lal:x:lu.r ~rting: the Arabian l)Jlf States of ItUWilit, Bahrain,
Qatar and the United Arab DIlirates (141. '!be prineipal findings
of the pmject were subsequently published (1980) in two major
books by Birks and Sinelair: International HigutiCWl and
Devel!?p!!!!t in the Arab ~ion fll and,Arab Manp:>oer: the crisis
of devel~t (IJ.

In additioo to oollOllStrating the rapidly changing nature and
pattern of international labour flows in the region (ane \n
particular the growth in Asian elJllIO'jIlEnt) the IMP argued that
large scale reliance on illTlligrant I<.Qrkers in aJJroGt all economic
sectors and at all skill levels has stunted the t'levelopllent of
indigenous hunran resources in the labour-importing econanies. '!'he
growth of oollectilTE! contract migration and the establishment of
isolated work camps was ascribed to increasing di!lCJlliet in the
host l!COI"IC'Cllies over the re-unioo of migrant hQrkers with their
finilies a:rrl the OOI1sequent develq'iiEllt of iJmI.iqrant ex--mlties.

other institutions also demonstrated a gr(};j'ing research interest
in lltigro!ltion, which was reflected in a series of regional
conferences and seminars hel<1 during the late 1970's. In February
1975 the Arab planning lnstitute IAPI) held a ~inar in Bahrain
on tuMn reSCllrce develq:t!Elit and labour force dlaraetedlJtics in
the Arabian Gllf COtMtdes [API (1975), Pm edi[l9s of 5'!!~r C!'I

htnan resources deve~nt in the Arab OJlf States (14) . In
De d11..,r 1978 the API and the lID held the first IIlljor academic:
conference on lab:Jur _igutioo in the Arab IoiOrld. 'Ihe tWl!l'lty
research papers p.lblished in the conference pro::edings [API/!LO
(1978), ~l.ation ~1~t and lIIigration in the Arab Gllf
States -(14)) &LStrate the CXliIOl"CO of IID!It contellp)rllory
observers with quantifying the scale of llligrant lab:iur flows and
assessing their broad ~lic:ations for ecot ....nic deVt!lCJiXlll!nt. The
latter pl"rspective was si.Harly adopted by a joint PopJlation
Q:lunc:i1 I Royal SCientific SOCiety conference held in 1.IlIIIaJ1 also
in Oece"ber 1978 [Royal SCientific SOCiety (1978) ~rt of the
~y_gr~ on worker migratioo abroad (181J which considered
sane of the tlOlicy options for labour applying oountries. In June
1979 tEAtD held a seminar in Washington D.t:. which discussed
preliminary results of the IMP [J.S. Birks .,ro C.>'. Sinclair



(1979) ~ts of international labour migration in the Arab Near
East: g;{,licatioos for C5AID po::::.li<;:y (7)]. 'Illis stressed the
widening eronanic gap between the lat:our-receiving and the
latnrr-supplying states, noting the likelihcx:XI of large scale
unenpl.oyment in the capital-poor states with the projected return
of emigrant workers.

the 1961 ECWA Population Ccnference, held in Cyprus, was also
devoted to the questioo of international migration. ~ 35 papers
presented in the tloU volume conference proc:eedings [ECWA. (l982),
Internaticnal migration in the Arab hUrld (1il cover a wide
variety of theoretical and methodolcqical issues as WE!11 as
providing further a=ounts of the determinants and consequences
of international migration in the region.

'I\.Q other works which drew significantly on the results of the
IMP are Philippe Fargues (1980) ~serves de main-d'oeuvre et
rente retrol iere (14) and Giuseppe Pennisi (1961) oevelopnent,
man~r and migration in the Red Sea r~ion (2) _ Following a
review of denpgraphic trends Fargues amsiders the social and
econanic consequences of reliance on inp:Irted labour in the Arab
Gulf states. Pennisi, ill a misleadingly titled report covering
the /\rab Gulf and Libya as well as those states oordering the Red
Sea, offers a further macro-scale review of migration trends and
their implications. '!'he author provides rather higher figures of
migrant st=ks for the mid-1970's than the IMP and disputes the
projected rate of growth in SOUth lL'iian ann Far Eastern
employmmt. Pennisi CDncludes wi th an evaluaticrl of proposals for
multilateral and bilateral oo-operation in the regional labour
market and CDnsiders the establishment of a eat'p'!nsation fund to
help the labour-supplying econcrnies. Sh<mtIan lU-Essa (1981) 1!!£
manpower problem in Kuwait {17} aloo draws heavily on the results
Of the IMP in descdbif19 the characteristics and role of foreign
latnrr in Kuwait. 1'..1-l::ssa' oonsiders briefly the legal and
econani.c: position of inmigrant IIQrkers in Kuwait and examines the
la-.g term implications of oontinued der;endence on foreign labour.

The year 1961 also saw the canpletion of a major study by the
Technical I'..ssistance and Special Studies Division of the ~rld

Bank, Man~r and international migration in the Middle East and
North Africa (1). A revised aM shortened version edited by
Ismail Serageldin was later published (1983) under the same title
by Oxford University Press. The World Bank stlrly, in which Stace
Birks and Clive Sinclair _re active participants, provides a
CCIlprehensive analysis of the scale, patterns and characteristics
of laJ::our rrovements during the mid-1970's. An iJrF>rtant feature
of the study is its projection of inter and intra-regional labour
flows fran 1975 to 1965. This was made for each country on the
basis of projected manpc:7>'iE!r requirements (under varying econanic
growth scenarillsl for a range of cx:eupational levels. These
projections form the basis for an evaluation of regional



rnigratial trends and their social, econalIic am denograp,ic
consequenc:es. 'the l>brM Bank sbxly highUghts the pt"oblelllS of
scarce skill losses in the (XUItries of migratial and outlines
the del~terious iJapact of poorly~ I«Xkers' relllittances. At
the S<m!! tiJrle it also p::>ints to the growing ~rn~ lllbour
receiving states OQ'I!r the scale of labJur inflows and the
tl!lldenc:y for lIIigrant wrkers to settle in the h:Jst co.mtry.
Irdee::! in .II later uticle [serageldin et .Ill 119B)}. 'RImIlIll
rescurces in the Arab I«lrld: the iJJp!ct of Jligntion (l)]
Serageldin sugqests th.llt capital investment "'ecisions may be
increasingly tempered by the need to COIJlraaise between the
demands of eco"o",ic diversification, based on increased labour
inflGlS, and the re<!UirelllMts of internal security.

'ntis appllrent conflict between the aUns of grcwth and security is
seen by sane, notably Janet AbJ-r.ughcrl (l9B3) 'Social
inplicaticns of labor mi'luticn in the Arab I«lr]d' (ll and ~l
Khoury (l9B2) 'The politics of intn-re<3icna.! lll1qraticn in the
Arab o.crld' Ill, as an IlIIp)rt.,."lt factor" in the ~5pid grcr.lth of
South Asian and Far Eastern lat:our in the ~l!C}icn. I\ccOrding to
the IIbrld Bank stooy the number of Asians I'oQrking in the ~egion

'lrew by 1St per ann..., over the pnS-BO pedo:l. increasing their
sh.llre of total non-national ell:pl.c:7j!rEnt frail 20\ to 291 in 1980.
By 1985 t.."is was expected to reach 45'.

'nte 'lrowth In Asian i.ltmigration and erpJayment in the Middle East
has been the object of a nUJlber of recent studies, beqinninq with
Charles B. Keely's llU""'9raph (1980) Asian \IOrker llIigratioo to the
Middle East CU). several c:rultLy case studi~ have been
carrnisiooe:.'l by thE, ItO, fcx;ussing 1n particular 00 collective
oontract migration which has been a oohble feature of Far
Eastern mig~lItioo to thE, Middle East. Notable studies are those
by Souyong KiJa (1982) CCrltract lIIigratlon in the ~lic of ~rea

(l21 and Luclta La:r:o et 031 (l9B21 Cootract aiqraticn policies in
the PI1iliWlnes 112l, ~rles Stahl (l98)} 'International larour
miqrO!ltioo a:n;r the ASD,N eooronies' (l2), presents a major study
of intematlooal labour migration as it affects the c:ountries of
the T\ssociation of SOUth-East Asian Natims an:'! pays particular
attentioo to lab:lur flows to the Middle East fren 'l'hailand,
Il'dor'1esia and the 'Philippines, '!\u'ning to SOUth lUia, Ija2 Gilani
et a..l {1980} PakistlIDi emigratim to the Middle East (121
presents a cost-benefit analysis of emlqration frern Pakistan
based on tI<IO nation_ide surveys. SiJllilarly Syed Ashraf All et .Ill
(l9811 I..amr .igration fr<JII ~ladesh to the Middle East (l2)
describes the develq:ae:i,t and char:aeteristics of Bangladesh' s
manpower export fOliC)' and presents the results of a su~vey on
the iJrp:Ict of remittances on hCJ.Jsehold expenditul':e. Mansour: Ahmad
(l982} nn.igratioo of scarce skills in pakistan (12) examines the
results of a sl,lrVt"y in Isl-"'N'h>rl and nearby ~ll towns.
de:II:r1Stratiflli the consequerw::es of skilled Illanual I«lrker
emiqratioo, Ki'lhliqhting in particular the danlaging effect of

Vlll



foreign labour demands en the informal apprenticeship system. The
lOCISt rea!nt and comprehensive literature en Asian workers is a
collecticn edited by Fred Ar1Dld and Nasra Shah (1984) Asian
labor migration to the Middle East 112) which o::ntains SCJIle 15
papers examining the econanic, social and p::Ilitical consequences
for the sending coWltries of laOOw.'" migratia'l frClll Asia. 'ltlese
are a selection of the 25 papers presented at a conference held
at the East-west Population Institute, Ronolulu, in September
1983. 'ltle p.Jblished papers review the data a'I the stocks and
flows of migrant workers, the vol~ and use of remittances,
labour migration p::>licies and prc<;lrartrres, and the socio-cultural
irrpact of migration on the families left behind.

'n1e (ole of Asian labour in the GUlf was also a daninant theil'll! at
the January 1983 /\PI/centre for ~ab Unity Studies conference
held in Kuwait. The conference prcceedings, 'Forei9T'c labour in the
Arab GUlf States (D), edited by Nader Fergany and p.Jblished in
Beirut, cont"in rrore than 45 papers an:::l represent one of the few
major works in ,Il.rabic. These conference prooeedings cover variOUS
aspects of the social and econanic oonsequences of continued
dependence on immigrant labour in the Gulf and illustrate the
concern of Arab naticnalists with the likely cultural effects of
gn::Ming Asian crnmunities on MOO Gulf so=iety and identity.
Several authors characterize Asian imnigrants as the 'new
colonialists' and predict future political difficulties fm the
states concerned.

Other major studies in Mabie are Makram Sadr and Gilbert Beauge
(1981l SOCial and econcmic determinants of the ItlUeliient of labour
in the MOO r!!9ion (23) and Nader Fergany (l9B3) The migration to
the oil (23). Sadr and Beauge are highly critical of the 'labour
market' a~roach to international migration adopted by IOOSt
writers. The radical alternative which they suggest emphasises
the role of the state in the mainten<U'1ce of internal social
equilibrium through a fragmentation of labour allocation
mechani9115 and the redistribution of revenues. asing DJYpt and
North Yemen as case stooies Fergany examines the effects of
labour el'Iigration on e<XlI"IOOIic devel~nt. Fergany's analysis is
presented in the context of the transformation of the political
econany of the region since the oil price increases of 1973-4.
Fergany concludes by outlining a lIUltflateral Arab manpower
strategy to reduce the growing dependence of the laJ:our-exporting
states.

Attempts to evaluate the consequences of international migration
in the region continue to be frustrated by the absence of
reliable labour market data and by the restrictions on research
in the h:Jst countries. Indeed, much of the recent literature is
based Cfl anecdotal, rather than empirical evidence. unlike the
case of Maghrebin workers in Western Europe, there has been
alIlDSt RJ research on the socia ecolIClllic position of iJmligrants

i,



in the reoewHl9 countries of the Arab world. ~le exceptions
to this inl;:lude an article by Tawfic Farah et al (19801
'Alienatioo and expatriate labour in Kuwait' (171, which eXlllIIines
sources of discriaination and insecurity iII'Cng migrant workers in
It~t. Atrlulrasool Al-fb:lsa rod Keith M::Lochlilll (1982) 'Mage
pl!tterns ~ the foreign lalxlur force in Ituwait' (n),
describes variations in wage rates and ell:penditure patterns
within the inmigrant pcp.1lation. A II\lI.jor questlO"ll1aire survey
inllOlving alnnlt 23,000 resporrlents loGS CX'lnfuc:tl!d by Faisal
AI-5alern and AhlIed Dhaher 11982), ~triat:e labour in the Q.llf
(23). fboIever the results of this sJrvey, ccnhJcted. in a nUltler
of QJlf states, gi"..,. IlO clear indicatia\ of the social, eCOllcmic
and t=elitical problem raced by imlligrant Io;O{kers. IndeeO the
authors 0CDl! to the surprising conclusion that iltrnigranl: workers
are largely satisfied with their t=esition. A CD'ltrasting analysis
erErqes fral 8aqer AI-Najjar (1983), 'Aspects of labour lllarket
bt!havicur in an oil eca~: a stidy' of t.nerdev@lopaent and
inaigrant labour in ItlNait' el7}. Particular themes ex-.ined by
AI-Najjar's detailed survey include: hc:using, SlXlal life, crime,
~rking conditions, trades unions and wage rates.

Rather more empirical research has been oonducted in the labour
exp,xtiJ'lr;j states and IiICIlle of the main studies are indicated In

this o:nclu::ling sectioo.

Lawrence Rildley (1977) 'The migration of Egyptian human capital
to the oil pnXlucing states' (7) presents a cost-benefit analysis
of the export of Bgyptian teachers which SU9gest5 that returns to
emigratiQ'l for mp1.oyDe'lt are high and p:lSitill(' at the individual
11!Ve1 and.ay even be positive f~ the ~lopaent perspective.
In contrast the _jodty of stLrlles argue that while expe,diture
of reuitl:aloe i"cuile benefits the ClOnSI.IIIing' househ:::llds, there are
inherent &ngers in the reliance on an uncertain Incnoe which is
not rooted in, and has not contrlb..lted to, the "'ewlopment of a
SCll.JJ1lI pr-oductive base Moreover, these dr~s ace ., +t,-mded
by the ~rtainty associated with a so.:rce of i..tx::ue which is
susceptible to ext:emal control and by the selectivity of
lDigration which !lay leaYe ~loynmt unchanged whi Ie
accentuating skill shortages. Jon Swanson (l97B) The c:ons~ences

of emigration for economic deveI~t in the Yernen Arab
~ltc, presents case stLdies of three villages in the Taiz
area looflic:h illustrate the effects of labour withdrawal en le~ls

of agricultural production and patterns of rural lm\d holdiBJ.
SWlInSlXl argues that the influx of reolit~s into an area with
minimal invest:llJellt opportunities hu driven up wages to a point
at which labour intensive aqdculture is no longer eoono:nically
viable. similarly, NOOer Fergany (1980) '!tle affluent yE::ars lire
over: migration and deve!cP:!!!:':nt in the 'team Arab ~blic (ll)
arques that the YAR'a laissez- faire p::llicy tcMards lat:our
eAl.igratiQ'l has increased the dependence of the Yesreni ecx".AiY on
emigratiQ'l for ~1oymEmt to finance her growing ~rt bill.



f\lCther negative consequences of la~ ~ era.igution frem
North Yemen are eXi3i1lined by ~ter Meyer (l9841
'Arbeitsm.iqration lrId Wirtscliaftsentwic:kltng in der Arabischen
RepJblik Jemen lJ"ltersuc:ht ill Beispiel der Beschiiiftliqteo im
Bausektor \lOI\ san'a' flll. Meyer's 9JXYe'f of -=- 840 small
fiI:lllS in the San'", bJilding sector shewed that OlI'I!r 60'l of their
CI'lners h;,d itCqUired their skills and fi.nanol! wtIibt working
abroad. The <1lIJthor i1l!11a1strates the OIII'!r-supply of such fiDIIS,
lIlalY of Iollich are failinq due to qrowing CCIlIpetitioo at a l:ime of
declininq ooilding activity.

'The effects of labour 6IIigration on the agricultural sector are
also examined by Seccallbe (1981) Man~r and migration: the
effects of international labour migration 01'1 agricultural
deve1~t in the East Jordan Valley. 191]-1980 (8). TtIis study
dem::nstrates that employJDl!nl: ~rtunities abroad have undemined
the objectives of Jordan's integrated irdgatioo and settlement
project, making agricultural pt"odl1ctiO'l depen6ent on the
availability of Eqyptian l~r. '!t'Ie e:liqratiO'l of Jordanian
manp::lWer has thus generated a seoond international labour flow,
into the Jordanian ec:oc.y. 'l'ren:3s in recent Jordanian
emigratiO'l, the appearance of s1cilled Ial-...."r stDrtaqes and the
consequences and characteristics of sec:ondary 'aroJt {nflews, are
considered in Sec:· .... (l9841 !nternatia\i!ll labvr .igrlltioo and
skill =arcity in the Hashelllite K~ of Jordan fal.

AJthough there are a nlllllber of studies on the use of workecs'
remittances 1n the Asian lalxJur seriling <:amtries, litUe
eapirical researc:h has been CXlfld\x:te:l on rl!lllittanc:es in the
Mashreq. An l.np:Irtant exception is Bassam Saket (l9841 Worker
miqratloo abr~, socia eoollcllIic !!rPlications for households in
Jordan (8). A survey of 1I1J1Dst 1,900 hooseholds in the Almla.n
reqion cr:mpares the expenditure and savings p1.tterns of current
migrant, return migrant and ncn""1lligrant tn..lseholds. Saket
describes the mechanisms and c:haracteristic:s of relllittance
payments and <lemonstrates their li!nited use In productive
investJrlent.

Saket also <Xll"lsiders the so:::ia1 effects of lalxlur _igration,
particularly in tel1llS of its effect 00 the role: of tUIefl in the
division of labour on:i in <lec:isiOlHMlting. 'ftlis is an aspect of
aigrati<rl researc:h whic:h has received increasing attention in
recent ynrs. Henry Auall. and Oiane Shaib 11980J, 'ItIe WCXllIeI1 left
behind - a study of the wives of Lebanese lIligrant workers (10) ,
present the results of interviews with ove:r ISO aiqrants' wives,
describirq their problems and attitudes taerds aiqution for
EJIlt>1oylfent and exmnining its effects 00 fi!lll:ily life and the role
of w::rII!n. A siJIilar stoo.y is pregented by Fabna lhafagy {l9841,
'ibren and labour llligratiO'l: one village in ~t' (71, in a
micro-oca1e study of '<ICIIIen in l!1~t. Lynda Layne /1981)
'wanen in Jordan's workforce' (8). examines the role of wemen as



replac:eneot labour in the Jordanian lal:a1c market and speculates
en the eJ:teot to which new roles will be reversed when migration
decllnes.

This brief and highly selective review has illustnted scme of
the main trends in reseiUch on international la!:xJur migration in
the HiMle East, while the rajority of early stuaies wer!!
cacerned with quantifying the scale and identifying the br~
charae:t:eristics of labour flows, recent reseiUch has shown an
increasing tendency to consider the sccial. eaxnnie and cultural
consequences of migration in this reqioo. It is tx:Iped that this
biblicqraphy and review will help to irdieate SOlIlI! of the
directioos in which that reseiUch .iqht pnx:eed.
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