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Muslim Communities Project

bunlCluct10n

Suha Taji-Farollki

Centre for Middle EastPrIl andlslamie Studies

Univt"l'sity of Durham

l;nited Kingdom

The two p~pers in this volume l~un~h the Muslim Communities Project ~t the

Centre for Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies, University of lJurh~m. The ob·
jective of thc Project is to publish work from" wide range of sources, disci
plines and perspectives on Muslim communities in the contemporary world,
with ~ speci~l intHest in those communities living in ~ minority context, whi~h

m~ke up a significant ~nd growing proportion of the global Muslim popul~tion.

The first few volumes will address European Muslim communities, bringing to
I;ether papers delivered at an inlcrnational conference on Minority MusiJin
Communities i" ro..,l·flipolar Europe convened in Amman, Jordan, in Septem
ber 1994 The conference was llrl;anised by the Centre for Middle Eastern and
Islamic Studies and financed largely by Jordanian go\'ernment~1 sources. HRH
Crown Prince AI-llassan extended his patrunage 10 it. Contributions were also
received from the Wurld A,"s,'mbly of Mu.,lim Youlh (Riyadh, Saudi Arabia),
and I. '/nsfitul Europcen d,·", 5ci"llc,~' Humaim:., (Saint Ltger-de-Fougerd,
Francc),

This first volume in the Muslim Communities Project series (published
as CA1E1S Occasional Papers) explores [he problematic of identity and the
thorny questions of integration and assimilation in rdation to Muslims in
"rance, The first author, James House, examines Ihe various ~onstructions of
difference in French political discourse, which portrays Muslim identities in
France as incompatible with 'French identity'. Relating his discussion to Mus
lims of Maghrebian origin (who make up the largest of the Muslim communi
ties settled in France), he demonstrates the continuing significance of the
historical debate for the contempor~ry situation. Central to his analysis is the
notion of a (fluctuating) 'space' for Muslim identities in France. House exam·
ines the changing character of both assigned and claimed Muslim identities
over the pa~t century, pointing out significant developments that in recent
ye~rs have issued in the increased 'visibility' of young people of immigrant ori
gin. Through a survey of Ihe most recent lIterature on the question the com
plexity of Muslim identities among young people in france is usefully
highlighted, underlining the contingency of identities constructed, the rele
vancy of th., socio-t'collomic environment to the conditions of their production,
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and the primacy of Fn"n<:h rdererlO,:~ in the scl~tion of aspects in their
formulation,

While 1100>.4:'5 concern is to stress the oomplexilie-s surrounding the for
mulation of Muslim identities in Franco:: and thereby to question the ad(.'qud~'y

of current conceptual frameworks for analysing issucs of religious, ethnic, and
cultural diasporic Identities, the 'lttOnd contribution to this volume approaches
the question of Muslim identities in Fnnce from a \'ery dIfferent perspective.
Ahmed Jaballah writ€'5 as a Muslim Intellectual invol\'ed at fir.;l hand in the
debate over - and the actual pruccss of - Muslim intcJoIration in l·ranee. Jaballah
is clearly concerned thaI French socict)' in practitt !'eCks assimilation for its
Muslim communities, as this is 1X'ruT.·cd as the least cultunlly threatening s0

lution. 1Ie him5(>lf offer.; recommendations - both to his fellow Muslims in
l'rantt and to French society at large - toward.. achlc\·ing an integration that
will be based not on fear, rejection, and exclusion, but on respe..:t and mutual
enrichment. jabalJah is the lJin..'Ctor of Academic Affairs at L'Institut F.uroptA'n
d~'S Science; Ilumaint$ estabtished m France In 1991 with the initial ob,ecti\'e
of pnwldinll; Europe's Mushm communities With an Islamic education and guid
ance that takes into account their special circumstances. lis activities currently
mclude teaching Arabic, training pre<lehen'i and imam.'>, and preparing Muslim
youth to ~pread tho:: faith. The lnslitutl': work~ in close eoolX'ration with the
Imam Muhammad ibn Sa'ud Islamic Unh'ersily in Saudi Anbia, and under the
guidance of the Saudi Arabian Mimstry (Of' Religious Affairs,

,
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The 'space' for Muslim identities in
modern and contemporary France

Jc.l 11 it'S J louse

Df"fll:lrtTnf"1l1 of F'renL:h

L" niH'rsit)' uf Leeds

L' nitf'd Kinguum

reasons This last point IS
particularly relevant In the light of
recent debates ,n Franee whtd'l
n.ave focussed 00 the supposed
incompatibility of any form d
Muslim identity with that of 'French
IdentJty'_

If we take identification as tne
procr'S~ by which the indJ\'idllal con'
structs a relationship to other mdi
viduals and groups across a variety 01
domains (religious, social. cultural
etc.), then the <:o~pt uf identity can
be under.;tood i1S the rc~ult of this
process, but a ll'sull which is in con
stilnt evolution and denies eilsy catC'
gOri7A1hon (Lipiansky, Taboada
leonetti, Vasquez 1990). All thrc<: of
these points <:on<:emed with the
'space' for Muslim identitit..-s will be
studied from a perspectIVe that exam
ines the conditions of possibility for
the Visibility' of Muslims (i.e. in the
culturill-rcligious domain) at a given
moment in political discourse and Ihc
various mffii.1 of social discourse,
These Ihemes will be applied to Mus
lims and Iheir (grand)childll'n from
Ihe Maghreb who make up by far the
lilrgcst of thc Muslim 'communities'
~eulcd In France, and whose

o Ihirdly, the need 10 go beyond
the narrow definition of identity
used when examlfling the attitudes
of young people whose parents are
Muslim and who hava adopled
hybnd forms of religious and
cultural attachment for a varie~

All lr4n~ldlkm" from lhe French.rc the duthor'. own.

o secondly, the negabve
perception 01 Islam and Muslims
within French SOCIety and the
changes within these perceptions·
which are hlstonesl constructions 
over time:

o firstly, the welgnl of
asslmilatlOnlsl r1letooc and practICe
wrthln French polihcal culture, WIth
speclal attention 10 the perennial
debates around 'iml/TlIgrallon';

In thi~ paper, ~omc of the hi~torical
aspo:...:ts of the debato: (»'o:r tlw pla<:o:
for I~\am and Mu"hms m I-raore will
be studie'd a~ well as the way in
which. th.csc h.i~tori<:al debat("<; relate
to Inc contemporary period,' l1le
main conClI'm will be wIth thrao differ
ent but linked argument~ uf rentnl
importan<'e in defining th.t:' current
'space' ror Muslim Identitic!; within
Fra~. These th.rtt main aspects are:

7
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traiL-.:tnrk~ Ldn nr~llably be inlCre~l

Inf\ly ,tudicd 1['\ thL' light of l"lnnidl
<lnd ~t-L(ll(lni<ll h,..lor)'

, "Space" is here understood
as the conditions which

facilitate the construction of
religious and soclo-cultural

identities for Muslims in
France'

It IS, hnwC\'cr, m.'i,.....'S~ary 10 de
fmc whdll~ mNnt by the term \pacc'
for identities. ~p<Ke' i~ here llnder
~tnnd as Ihe cundilion.. which facili
I<lte the conslruction 01 religiOUS and
socio-niltural idenlilies for Mushms in
Iranee. I hest.' eondition5 ha\'c de
pended, hi~l"rically spNkln!\, on the
attitude.. of suc<:essivc governments
tow.. rd.. Islam and Muslims. lhese at
titude:. have hct:n translated intu the
Inko'cntion (or nnl) of Ihe ~loItc to
define the pla,;e which w,lI be 'allol
ted', in an imtitutional ~nse, to a
rcliginn judged 'different' and often
thus 'dolngL'roUS' (or at lea~t poten
hall)' ';(1).

rhc "ccnnd inteTvening factor
m such a definition of '5pace' conL"t:ms
the b.illance at a given momL'nt Ix::.
tWl.ocn what 1.e<:01 (1991. 177) terms the
thl'C(' different "axl.>5 of cilizenshlp".
The fir..t of tM""':: IS lhe Rpublic_
privatc" axis, I';oinl'; fn,m the pure
""<:h'i<:" (defined in terms of placing
'national inte«."t(s)' as paramount) to
the pu", "civil" (placing kinship ties
first and foremost). The se<:ond of
thLose i~ the "conlonn.ily_autonolllyR
axi'<. where OIlL'S position is related to
Ihe "illingm.....~ Ilr nol to cnli<::ize
and/or challenge the e~l'ling political
order from a pusition uf independ
cnce. I he third axi~ I~ that of the

"demand for rights-recognition of ob
ligations". i\ fourth .:ritcrion ,h<luld
be addC'd to Ihl' h,t, gwen that many
(u'iual1y older) Mu,<lims do nol ha\"C
"reneh nationality and hence cannot
\'011'. !:lInce the...c faclol"> have to be
analyz:cd a" bcmg inte~onn(.'(;krl

rather than _epdratc. and ~tudicd both
III thdr hi,<torical complexily as wdl
a" conjuncturally II bcr(ll11l.~ apparent
thai Ihl" ldca of 'space' will change
(.vcr lime, affe<.:lL-d by lran"fomwtlon"
in thc ficlds that have already bc"n
outlin<:d.

Mu"lims (whctho.-r defined in
terms of religious practice or in h.:rms
of the u<;(.' of the word Mu'<lim 10 sig
nify culturallrt~Jigious idenlity) will "cc
lhemselves illJd bt' "'<-,,en differently as
a result of hislurical evenls. These
points will be developed further in
Sc<:tion 0"",. T~ ad~'anla",c of Leu's
typology I" lhal il i~ n>latl\'c1y opcn to
an analysis whIch ~eeks to avoid the
ddinition of an object - "Muslims" • as
an institutionally-defined category,
and allows for considerations of indi
\'iduals and groups as subJ«ls of their
own action.

i\"~I,,,ned Idenlilics, imposed
from the exterior and carrying a
stigma (Coffman, 1963) due to the
llC&,-livc <:onnotation" lhey have (or
those that \'oice them, have often
been reformulaled (by some (If the
"tlgmati7.cd F;rouP) into positivc iden
tities. In the c,,~e of young people of
Ma",hrebi"n immi]o";Tanl parents, these
identities have 1xen uS<.'d 10 fight ra
cism and to convey a fecling of po:.i
Ii,·c cnIlKIi\·C' identity, whether on an
mdividual or a rollcclh'c level. Mus
lims in I'rance are ~ti1l often V1cW('>Q as
immigrants, a de,;.cription valid for the
pnmary immir,rants of (mostly)

,
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Maghrebian nngm, but maccurate for
theIr Igrand)chlldren.

' ...the term Musulman(e)
(Muslim) in French.._has

always operated as an ethnic
and/or racial rather than

purely religious term in both
official and unofficial

discourse'

The aim of the historical per'
spectivc within St.~tif)n On" IS to at·
tempt to explain how this situation
came about. Before doing so, hOI... •
ever, it is ncresSdry to stress the com'
plex use of the tcrm Musulmiln(l--)
(Muslim) in French, which, due to co
10fIial history, has always operated ;oS
an r:thnk andlor I'iKiilI rather than
purely reliGioUS term m both official
and unofficial discourse. This fact
complicates the.- neat separation that
methodological criteria would SI..~k to
achieve between thl: "cultural" and the
"ethnic". Rather than giVing up thC'SC
methodological comid~'rations as a
lost cause, such preoo;.:Cllpations will
be secn heTC as ;m integral part of the
genesis of the contemporary situation,
sinc(' lhe transition from the colonial
to p<bt-rolonial eras can arguably be
....1.'11 illustrated by the notion of 'space'
for Identities.

Section One:

IlistoricaJ 1)C~pecth-es

N ielSE.'n has remarked that, until
very recently, there wa~ the presump
tion on behalf of most of the research
approdChes to Muslims living in West
ern Europe that their religious beliefs

would, in time, simply disappt.'ar
from the sociological map, s....ept
aWilY lin the tide of modernity (1992,
vii). In the spcrincally "reneh case,
there is amplE.' evidence to explain
why these comments have analytical
validity. For eXilmple, those French
"'Kial scientists at the start of the
twentieth century who sought to com
bat racism against non-Europeans
started from the assumption lhat any
differences that did exist In tenns of
religion and culture would ineluctably
dbappcar in the palh to a secularized,
lilique West (cr. Finot IQ()5).

Ilowever, the 'ideal' solution
for demographers (rather than econo
mists) in the inter.....ar years would
ha\'e been to have found the supple
mentary worldorre judged necessary
10 the French economy elsewhere
than in French Algeria and Morocro
and Tunisia (cr. Massard-Guilbaud
1995). Ageron's hi"tory of colonial AI·
geria has shown that the acqUisition
of partial citizenship for indigenous
Algerians rested on "dc-Mami7..alion"
(i\geron 1968, 347).

If there was one point on
which ild\'isors on immigration
(whether SE.'lf-proclaimed or officially
appointed) agreed, it was that
Maghrebians were Iilrgcly 'inas
similable' due to differences of culture
or 'race' (the two tenns often being in
terchangeable) (Miluco 1932, 1937).
The filith in the 'tTiiditional' French
'model' of assimilation (a 'model' lhat
has never been a consistent sct of
practices, and which therefore,
through its lack of d"finition, can
serve any political purpose) goes
through cyclical crises, and the period
1924-39 was one of these {d. Schor
1985).

9
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'Where the religious aspects
were given more

consideration, it was often to
ensure what is now termed

"social peace.....'

pt-"Cts of "difference" than on the
lultura!'

WheI'C the rdigious aspecls
were gi\'eo more ~oo~ideratiun, it Wa~
often 10 cn~ure whal b now lermed
'social peace (&rou 1"8:;) from
Maghrcbian workcf'i, particularly dur
ing the 11~1 World War (d. M~s.ali

Iladj 1982, 0(,..116 fM~.-im; Horn~ 1985;
Siovall 10<:13; Vidalcne 1974), the idea
of Ihc administration being to use re
ligion to ~eparate uff the 'wlonial
wQrkers' (as they were termed) from
the re~t of the local population. This
trend continued after 19111: I'ierre
Godin, a former colomal .dmmistralor
In Algena, was responsible for the
setting up of whal we would now call
social services specifically targeting
Maghrcbian§. But thi§ respect for 'dif
ferent' religions and (ullmal practices
was more apparent th,In real, since
the id.:'a of the VilJe d" [',inS (I'aris
City Courn.;I) and the Interior Minis
try was to keep under tight surveil
lance a population deemed to be in
danger of the proselytism of the nas
cent Algerian nationalist mov('m('nt in
the Paris region in lhe late 19205
and/or of the /'iutl Communist"
Fra11fai" (d. Stora 1C185, 1987). Godin
refers to \Ilaghrebians as ~thcsc con
demned races" (1933, 82).

M<lft I"'jor.ol""" lcnns. """h •• bie<>t or ~IAiu<: we"" mmmonr1«c bel""" 19)9. The
cnnn.llOn of th" two term.. ·f\rab· and ·Mu.hnf In F....nch by the time of lh<:' Alge"",n War of

Inder~nd~ncen.. been .tudiod by Nrito. (1992).

If lht: notorious French tada!
Iht'Qrist of the IO~40s, Went /I.'lartlal,
judged all Muslim!> "unas~imilable",

and .. tressed how -(e)n:rythinll; a
Muslim does, everything a \1uslim
thmks has, however remolely, its on
gins 10 religion",l then lhis wa~ more
a conlinuation of the wd!-e~tablished

sle!"t:otypl.' of lhe supposed lack of in
lelk-clual independence of M..ghrt:bl
ans than a developed anti-Islam
diatrilx.-. 1ltc myth of Islam as the
~natutal enemy· was found not only
on thc far nght during thl~ jX'riod.
Religious considerations come al lhe
end of f'cnville's list of reasons for the
supposed unde~irabi!ity of bringing
Maghrcbian workers to france (1924,
154-:;). In general, racial theorists con
centrated more on the physicat a~'

What mu~t Ix.- ~trcs!>Cd, how
....'·"r, 1~ thaI the ~pcclfilall)' n..hglOu.•
idt'ntitle~ of lh", Maghrebian Immi
grants at this time remained relalively
invislble in the oflen hO'olile debal'..,
concernlOg partICularly Algerians in
lhe press (MacMaster 1903; de:
Wenden 1991). It was lhe nq;alive
portrayal of these immIgrants - who
were often more te:-mpordry se:-asonal
wurken; than permanent settlers - as
"Arabs" (ignorinl; lhe large number;
of Kabylcs .mongsl them) that is ..p
parent from the writing~ of lhe time
(d. raltault 1026; Nog..ro and Weil
l Q 26). Gonhcr'~ o\'ertly racl~t writing
(1939) toLdly pa"SC" b)' the religious
aspc<.·h of the Maghrebians he
stigmatI7.es.

, Ren~ Marti.ol {19:l3l L 'immi,!J,."lir'" <'(Jnlin~nl"k el Ir"n'<Y!nlinenlal~, P.ris: B.lil\~ni!, r· 29
{'lunl~d In Schor (198~, 165)).



A~ such, these practices should
be ~een as thl; Importation into I rance
of the colonial system: the usc of the
'religious' as an ethnic category being
shown by the faet that the Muslim
hospital, which opened in 1935 in the
Paris suburb of &,bigny, would treat
only colonial 'French-Muslim' subjects:
a Turkish Muslim would not have
been treated there,' The colonial lobby
came down finnly against using wurk
en; from th" Maghreb in !'rance (I'on
ville 1924; GOlllar 1931; d. also
MacMaster lY93 and Massard
Guilbaud 1995). Maghrebians ap
peared regularly at the bollom of the
tables of degrees of 'assimi)abiJity' pre
pared by researchers such as Mauco
(1937) (the usc of the l·alegory 'cuI·
lural' in such surveys covering lhe
'religious').

In the academic field, studies
devoted only a small place to the re
ligious side of immigrants' lives. !I.
good example of the collective as·
sumptions of the time comes from the
detailed thesis by Ray in 1939, Lcs
Mill"OCilins en Frilnce. This work has
nothing of the pamphleteering style
of some of the academic publications
on immigration at the time (d. ron
ville 1924; Pluyelle 1930). Neverthe·
\<;,s, Ray (1939, 375) still CQnsidcn; the
Moroccans he studied to be slill in the
Middk Ages (because of lheir use of

l\1uslim Communities Projecf

the Islamic calendar!) and essentiali?es
hl~ I>bject~ of study as Muslims (ibid.,
160).'

'We can see here the
Widespread belief in the

opposition between Islam
and modernity which has

undercut the debates on ...
Muslims in France'

We can sec here the wide
spread belief in the opposition be
tween )slam and modernity which has
undercut the debates on (i.e. ralher
than wi/h) Muslims in France. Where
the religious side of the lives of
Maghrebian immigrants is referred
to, it is not giv<,;n greal attention:
authors ,uch as Calrice (1931) slress
the non-observance of Islam amongst
immigrants (rejoining th" wider dis
course of the lime on the supposedly
decadent and 'immoral' behaviour of
immigrants in general)' whilst de
manding more social provisions and
denouncing lhe conditions in which
they lived. Dcrmenghem (1934, 20) is
told by one of his Moroccan inter
viewees in the Paris suburbs that they
"leave religion behind in Marseilles·','
wh.i<.:h indica!cs the outlook many
Muslim immigrants had to their lime
spent in l;rance, a lime during which

On lhc slory of Ille Muslim llospitll, ...,<: Lamri (1993), In effe<:l, th"",, social provisions
were int"rpreted by tile AI~erian nalionalists as acts 01 deliberate segregalion (ef. M"ssali Hadj
1982, 172-3), since all colonial French Mu.lim subjects we"" sent to the Hospital and wen: not
allowed lo be lrealed wllhin the olher hospit.ll. of the Pari. n:Sion. MeSS'lli'. interpretation is
confirmed by the "'pori wrillen by the insllgator of such policies, I'ierre Godin (1933, 82).
, I am sratefullO Neil MacMaSlcr for this "'ference.
, The 'da"k' 1;lerary example is Sidi de funlieue by Jean Dama,.., (Paris, Fasquelle, 1937),
s.,,, also Schor (1981,1985). Birnbaum (1993,267-8) has shown how Ihe radkal right (191945)
would vaiori.,,, the 'I'aditiona\' values of Islam within Ihe colonial ""Uing, bul I",. so wilhin
France.
, The litle of Calrice'. article is emblematic of hi. appm;"ch : "A few e1Cene. of the Orienl In
Paris". The artkle by rNrmengllen is much I~ss judg~mcn\ill.

11
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reli~ious obsen'ance "'..~ lempor.. rity
su~pended. rh,,, point should !>t;r'\'e to
illustrate that rdalive 'sllence' on the
religiOus question w..s due not simply
to the curocentrk bHndne% o( th.: re
s.::.. rch methods of the time, but abo
c..me as a result of personal tralecto
ries followed by many immigrants.

•...belief in the superiority of
French civilization over that

of the colonized,
majority.Muslim countries ...•

It is important to note that, In

contrast with Ihe contemporary pe
riod, then' werE' few organir.alinns
willing to <:ome to the def<.>na: of
Maghrebiam when lhey .....ere the "ub
jeel of dbcrimm.ation and "ioIcT'lC(' In

france. This wa;s beausc the belief in
the su~riority or French civihr..atjon
over Ihat of the colonized, majority'
Muslim countries e:dend~>d across
both the I iguc d~')' /Jroils de I'/Iomm,
(French Human nights League),
founded at the time of the Dreyfus
Affair, and (in the 193O!i) the VSIl(' /n
Icm"lloniIl<.· Conlre k' Rac1smc ct rAn
tisemi/isme. I There was nol so much
(unhl 1945) a debate within tht."SC or
ganil.ations about whether or not the
French miSSIOn Cil'ifi$illri<x should
end, but rath",r a discussion of what
reforms couJd be undertaken in the
French colonies and proh.'ctoratc" to
make French rule there less arbitrary
(and hence also ensure its survival).~

Siora (1987. 09) has shown the
contradictions in the support from the

far left (MalXi~t or nol) for the Al~c+

rian nationalists undt.·r \IC'Ssah Iladj:
"ince in th<:of)' religIon was inter
preted a~ false ~'onsdousncss and ob
scurantism, support for the use of
Islam was given only since it was con
sidered a ne<:cssary, instrumental and
<:ohesive factor in the struggle for
unity amongst the Algerian
nationalists.

In simll.. r fashion, the PaTti
Communisl~' Franf"dlS '""as caught be
tween the internationalism of its pro
nouncements and the xenophobia of
part of its membership. The attitude it
adopted townds the Maghrebian
workers In France tended conse
quently to f1ucluate between these
Iwo posilJons (similarly for the main
tradE'S un,ons). The defence of the
righh of Maghrebians as fellow work
ers by the trades unions would not
(,'Xtend to considerations of cultur.. l
riJlihts. l The cngaged sociological en
quiries which were published in thc
antiracist press from the 1940< on
wards paid little attention to the relig
ious question of those from
majority-Muslim countries, concen
trating instead on the \'cry rcaJ prob
lems of housing, employment and
discrimination which many immi
grants had to face.

When rdiglon was used to stig
matize immigrants during the 19205
and 1"30s. it was hkely to come from
those wno critici7.t.>d the religious
practICeS Specific to the Polish immi
grants. 1llc Poles had wlshcd to keep
their own forms of worship, which

12
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we~ di~linct from tho: domindnt
lr<:nch Catholil model, but !'l«;l'I\"<:d
wisdom held that this ~sectariamsm~

was not facilitating a~,imilali<ln (Ih\."
l'ol\."S having been lud/;cd 'as
similable', unlike thl' Maghn.-bians).
l"hi~ point IS ~rhaps worth keepmg
in mmd for the contemporary pt.'riod
(d. GaIJissot 10115), gi\'en the common
asserhons of non-loyalty Iev\."lled at
fOn'ign or In'nch Muslims.

'in the interwar years ." little
"visibility" was given to Islam

in social discourse..:

There an' two possibk- ways of
interprchng the mannc.'I" 10 which thl:
religtous identitIeS of Mushms were
peTU'i\'(.-d m the mterwar y\."us, Gi\'\."n
that, as we ha\'\." ....'Cn. Iiule \'i"ibihty"
wa~ given to Islam in sodal discourS<'
- c\'en from writ\."1"S who w\."rc overtly
extremely hoshlc to Maghrcbians, it
could be ugued that the place of I....
lam within toc..e racist discoul'S('$ was
~ripheral, the pretexts for prcjUdl«~

centering on thl.- :.up~-dly \·iol\."nt.
irascible and 'unSOl..uhzcd' characteri,,
tics of male Immigrants and th\."
'demographic danger' that they and
their families would all\."gedly consti
tute if allowed into metropohtan
hance in greater numbt.>1"!l (Massard
C.uilbaud 199=>, 62),

The second pos"ible explana
tion is that the need to voice explicilly
the notion of 'cultural distance' as a
factor explaining the supposedly 'inas
similable' nature uf the Muslim
Maghrcbian~ was simply not consid
ered nl~<:ssary: since Ihe"c views
weTC part of "commonscn~c" opinion
of the time, they permeated Ril'iht and
l.eft, tral"O:l"'>ing "odal .:Ja~~..::s and
were thu~ likely to remain largely

Muslim Communities Projt>t;f

unquestioned until after dttoIQni7..;l
tlOn. rhl.-'1iC Iwo P'O"siblc explanations
art,; not mutually exclusive.

',.. it is clear that the
definitions of immigrants
can change over time ,,:

rhere are several preliminary
cundusions Ihat can be drawn from
these necessarily general comments.
Firstly, it is dear that the definitions
of immigrants can change over hmc
(Anthias and Yuval-Da\'is 1903. 3-4);
the religious categoo7.ation of
Maghreblans, whilst not new (d.
Henry 1087,'88), as hils been shown,
has become predominant (bul not ex
clusive) O\'er lhe last Iwo dCClld\."S,
rhis has come about not simply due
to an assigned Muslim identity, bUI
also one that has in part been claimed
by (~) primary immigrants and
their children and differs accon:ling 10

age. cullural background and access
10 «onomic resources.

The changes in society which
can increase the 'visibility' of SC'Ctionll
of the population were well i11u~trated

during the 'Headscarf Affair' in
l<l80-90, In theory, the French school
syslem illustrates Ihe clear .!K:p"ration
of the 'public' and 'private' spheres in
herited from the French Enlighten
ment. Nkol\."t (1982, 449) has stressed
the symbolk importance, hislorically
speaking.. of the slate school system
in France as an emblem of the unity
of the nation. As such, any conflict
over the school system, since its val
ues traverse left and Right, will make
problem-solving more difficult (Wil
liam 1991, 3O-31). This 'Ul\ity' around
the functional importance of Ihe
school system in fact postdates the
"..paration of Catholic Chun:h and

13
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Stan- (R(·mond IU5<). If, foll",,';in[1.
Il.lubcrol (1'1'10, 103) Wo.: di"linF,ui~h

fdieisa/ion (lhl: m~lltuhonal pn",:css
jusl menlton",d of Ihe ~t:'pilralion of
Church and Stale) from M"culariza
hon, which I~ a much wider l>QCietal
process (and in conslanl transition),
then il i, possible 10 introduce Ihe no
tion of t('lI.~i()n bctw€('n Ihc"c Iwo
proccsM:".1

LJFr:i~/ion Ix:c.1me relatwcly
umscnsual only because of lhe wider
process of '>C'Cularizalion (..:om::errunF,
all religlons) at work throughout this
century, before resurlacinll. in til<'
1980s at: a social issue as a result of
change.. in altllud..-s toward.. religion
by certain categories of Ihe population
which were far (rom cxcluslvdy Mus
lim (nolably the lobby fur Catholic
privalc education). This approach in
lerms of lension would also explain
the ambwalcnce of Ihe pasillon taken
by TThlny on the Left during Ihc
Headsc:arl Aff,lIf', silla: the belief in
the onguing process of s«:ulari7... tion
was hard to square with "upport for a
marginalized religion seen (rn its total
ity) as oln obstruction to that ...arne
process. Such a view depends, of
course, 00 Ihe constrodi"o of an un
differentialed image of Islam and
Mus1im~, the rc..ult o( their rcprc~en

lalion in much of st,K;lal diSl:ourse.
Empirical evidence suggests thai the
\'ast majonty o( Muslims have tacill)'
accepted the '5epilration' of Ihcpublic'
and 'private sphen:s ronccmmg cdu
c.lton (I.(:\·cau 1993).

'...the tension which has
existed since the start of the
1980s over the openness of
the French state to forms of

religious and cultural
diversity...'

A secund point In bring uut
from Ihc examples from the inh!rwar
y.... /"< I~ the way in whl(h there is a
ronst.nt redefimlion of ju"t wh.lt
oon~titut..." 'public' and 'priva[c'
spheres at • given moment, confirm
109 the need to adopt bolh d~chromc

and synchronic approaches to l..cc.'s
Ilpolog) oUllined in tho:: lOtnxluclion.
Thi~ is illustrato::d by the tension
which h.s "xi~tt'd since the start o(

Ihe 19l;Os u\'o::r the openness o( the
Frcndl stat" to forllls of religious and
cullural diversity and Ihc 'tradilion' of
d~"imilahonalism alll;'ady outlmed. [t
is unclear to what ext"nt anything
more than regiondl cullural di\'t'fliity
has been lastingly .CC'Cptcd <particu
larly by the cnd of the 1980s) (d. Sil
verman 1992).: The logje of
a<;slmllation, WIth Its moveable criteria
of worthiness and Its corollary, that of
Ihe suspicion over Ihc 'loyalty' of the
{non-)citizens o( thc natiun, still re
main~, where<ls sludies hal'c under"
lined the differenl modalities of whal
Noiricl (1988, 1993) !crms 'nalional
a,,~imil.lion'.

What I shall be arguing 10 Sec·
lion I wo is that the perceptions of the
recent history of Islam .nd Musllms
in I'ranee have been forgl.--d through

I

Gtrri OW,, l.'I3) has a"S""d IhaL Ih~ French fnrm ",f uJc~lion i!I .....,..,(y -one fIO'I.itM
f<><m of Lhe me.:km r~llOC\aliulKmof rules dnd bchni<>o,".
, Mo", .ludid .re n.,..,.jed to ..xamlne thc way Ih"L Ihc medial;"" Involved In In.. definiLion
of communiLy/smup al • nallOn;,' ll'vd affed. m<>,., l<>eali,.cd srours, 'Ihe debllles aboul
'I.lam' and 'Muslim,' oflcn .Iorl from. loc.1 ""Illns Lo Ihen reach n.Lion.1 media cover.se.
wilh Ihe inevllabl~ dislortlon. th.L "ueh pro<es"". involV<,'.
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pilrtly m response 10 r.nsm and !'OCial
c"t'!uSlon (d. C6.ari IQ<l.I), and thi:.
IT\C'ans of identirlC<ltion often has littlc
to do with any "'pccirlCally political
pro;ect. This U!>t' of Islam is thus the
creation of these young ~pl("!i' own
,1ctton. This will be examined
throughout this section. Ilowevcr, it
IS nccess.ary to look at the ra..,nt his.
toncal developments that havc en:
ated the conditions for the increased
'visibility' (i.e. as a Mx:io-historicaJ
construction) of young people of re
cent immigrant origin, the stigma
(C.of(man 1963) allachcd to Maghre
bian immigrants and their children be
ing particularly strong,

Willingness to participate fully
in tht: civil and civic domains whilst
slill kl't<ping one's religious and/or
ethnic: identity is thus viewed as a
contradIction in terms by much of
consensual political culture, What de
\'eloped O\'er the 19805 and arguably
continues tad.y is a refusal to 'con
form' §Ocio-ailturally (d. Silverman
1992) which does not however mean
thiu there has \:leen ill relreat Into the
'purely' communitarian,l

I\:. oullmed m the first section,
t~ Jarobm model i:. based in theory
(but not always In practice) on indi-
\'idual assimililtion, the persistence,
lll\'enhon or reformulation of any
form of group identity being viewed
as a cau5C, r<lther than as a result of,
exclusion (Colombel 19'11-2, 36),

an interpretati\·c structure thai IS no
longer "'pabk of <lu:nuntmg for tho;;
usc of Islam in tenn:. of identity, and
the hybridi7... tion 0( cultural rcfcr
enres adopted by lThlny young pe0

ple, Up to now wt: han:' concentrated
on definitions of what Muslims are
emanating from state Institutions, of
fieldls and politIcians, thcse defini
tions haVing reproduced many of thc
characteristics of previous intcrpreta
tive frameworks, It is nL....·cssary now
to see how Muslim identities arc for
mulated, within spl..-cific social situa
tions, by the acto.... themselv..".

Section Two:
PrOCt.-""SC!i of identification

A:. GuiUaumin (10i2) ha:.:.hown, the
consequences of de<olgn.tion <lnd the
naming of • gmup from the ('Xterior
are tlwt there is liule differentiation in
trus totdhzing dISCOUrse, there no
longer being "an indl\"idudl belonging
to a group, but rather a group which
shows itself in conCfl.'te form through
one individual" (1972, 195). This givcs
a good indication to the backdrop for

the CUITCnt debates ovcr the (.'Xtent of
"Isla mist" infiucm:e in l'rancc (slight),
sincc the heterogeneous nature of the
Muslim communities IS often implic
itly denied,

This ,lISSigncd identity, imposed
from the outside, has social effccts
{Ehcnnc 1990, 33),1 Islam is being
used by some young pt-'Opk> (esJ'C'"
c1ally those whose parents are
Maghrebian) as a form of ident"""",-"-_

Bourdieu (1980) has insisted on lhe I"'rf<>rrn.lh~cas~h of sucll pl"OCe'S!K'S • whether fot
an ;mp<:>..,.j idenHly l>I" on" thdt is ddirned nr. indl!'ed: a ",fo~ulatcd: r ...~iously imposed
Identity whieh lransforms p""plc AS obj""t. of a glYen d,oroursc In I? ,ub~IS. ,
l Am""n" (1990) h.~ de~eloped ~ ""phi<lkat"d crlilque of lhe noll<,>n of pure c~lural. fol'T'M.
cultural mt":ti$uge being for him the norm rather tha" the excep"on "n lh.e
<:<>loniaVp<:>,lonlnn;al sltualion. Gaspard and Khn.rokh.~ar (1995) argue the ..,"'" In their
"tud~ of the ~arious hud!Kdrf '.ffai..•.
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underground' (but pres<:nl) nalure of
I"l<lm in lranoc until the mid-I97Us.
crealed a\"isibihty' for Muslims that is
now being directly ilppJit.'d, '" \'arying
forms, by (ilnd to) their childn::n (d.
de Wenden 1988; K....pcl 1991, 1994).
l'he end of the 'mylh of return' f()r
m<lny Immigrants must <Ibn be taken
lnlo consideration (Sayad 1901).

The iocreasc In as!OOCiational ac
ti\'ily afler the change In thc \;Iw In

1081 lifting many l"I.·strichons on asso
ciations wilh a majoMty non-lrcnch
member.ohiplleadef5hip must be kepi
In mind. Furthermore, organi7.iltions

Colltttive actIon 10 prolt.'S1
against racism was an Imponant fCil
ture of Ihe cxpenel'K'C of many
Maghrebians' coUechve identity In the
first half of lhe 19705. This mobilisa
Iton look piaa' moslly around Ihe
Idc<I of a collective Arab, rilth<.'r than
Muslim, identity promoted by \'anous
far-left organi7.alion~ such as the
NfQu\,("menl des Tral'alflt.,urs i\robcs
(MTA) (Arab Workers' Movement),
whio:h dircrtly challenged the legiti
macy of the bctl!;OH,stablished lmmi
grant organizalions such as the
Al,l;erian state-backed Ilmi'd/I.'! The
MfA was 10 be:: the baSis uf later anli
racist aClion in Ihe lale lOll}.,. ilnd
throughout the 19805 (Polac 1994),
and deliberalely tried 10 unite the
\'arious 'generations' of Maghrebians
and their f.unilies in Fr.once.

•...a tendency to define
according to "ethnic" criteria'

Long-tenn !>OCietal de\"dnp
menls that ha~'e incrcilsed t~ \'isibil
ily' (If young people of Immlgranl
urir;in ha\"e been sludled by Noincl
(1"88). In...-se ",elude the different
modalillCS of a:;s-imilation in the cur
rent period compared with the tnter
war period <lnd the now ntu<lli1.(.'Cl
debilte on Ihe 'crisis' of the bench In
~tiluhons. the unions, <lnd, <IS <llre<ldy
mentioned, Ihe school syslem and Ir<l
dition<ll forms of political participation
in Ihe wake of increasing dcinduslri
aliution (d. I'errineau 1994). Mkhd
Wi"viorka has lalked of how Ihe t!;On
dcncy to cldin" the 'other' in terms of
work has bt:en Iran~formed ovcr the
pa~t IWt:nty years into" tendency to
ddin" according 10 'ethnic' niteria
(1';).1

rht:n:: are importanl !>OCio
geographical factor-;; 10 take mto con
~idcralif)n over the shorter lerm.
gh'cn th<.' way in which the ImpLanta·
tion of blam amongst young pt.'Oplc
in the Nn/icU£'S (poor outer suburbs)
ha~ rctti\ocd so much 1Tlt:.·dia allen
lion.: I.oui~ Chc\'a!ier's work on lhe
c1d~S<."5 d,mgeIPu5C'S (ICl84) has not
lost Its lopicahty. In many ways, the
dcmand~ by the immigranl p;ill'C"nts of
many young people for lhe cl'C"ation of
prayt:r rooms, the building of
mosqu("< and the end to the

~ h~ IntroducllOn to 1J..... ille. Coup<:r, Marll>t<'e1U dnd PUdvld (1994).
The rreH dn::hive!I dt lhe raris library <>f lhe In.lilul d'f:tudcs rohtiqu". (DMsicr IOU;

(Isldm) Tn....... 1-~, about 500 drlidC") 5t.o- very dedrly how thi. ""bi""'t bcco~ .. maiOr
theme: In the ",,"ss wnlten ml.'did from 193'; o;>nw ....d. (a1LhotJgh dltl-'ady preocnt on a le$lIer
seale beforehdnd). Sec .1.., B-.ue&"y .nd IJoubeker (1993). 1l.mk (1989) ..nd Bonna/ous
(1991).
, It is obviou~ thal Gr&»,,;,..hon••ud, u lhe M IA would not b<, p",d"P"llCd 10 using d
trlnsnallon-.l Muslim id""I'ly. Th" ,eligi"". f"CtM al lh~ time wos t",. lil<cly lO mnbili/.e
s"rport aCm~ dll -""Clion. of the Mdghreb;"" Muslim comm"nilie•.
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~uch as the MTJ\ (who<;c influence In

pobt",al terms ~hould not be o:agger·
atcd) sho\\ how it l~ analyti<.:alll im
possibloc to con"truct a" an obj<..'Ct a
'second generation", ~ince many 0(

the organizahon's campaIgns again~t

racism centred on the murders of the
children of Maghrebian immigrants,
and re\"eal an overlapping of genera·
hons (d. also Noiriel 1988).'

'...the notion of an Arab
identity, although far from

haVing completely
disappeared amongst young

people of Maghrebian
parents...is often insufficient

to provide a source of
collective mobilization...•

Muslim Communities ProjfXt

.... m(.' time ... demarcatIon from, and
n.·I,."ogOllion of, their pdn:nt~.

The cultivation of a collcrti\'e
memory of the expencncc ,md heri
tage of immigration "nd of previous
strugKlcs against racism has marked
the pcriod sine<;: the 19705 amongst
Maghrebians in "rarn:e (cf. JJouamama
1994). When disil1u"ionment set in
after campaigns again~t radsm in the
carlylmid-1980s, some of the young
peoplt: of Maghrebian parl:nts who
had kd the mobilization turned to Is
lam (cf. Begag and Chaouile 1990).
Thc~e strategies could be :.ceo as a
bid to render 'intelligiblc' the social re
ality of exclusion ilt the same time as
polihcal culture when tradihonal no
tions of citi7..cnslup h,l'"e become ~un~

intelligibk:~ (Lcra. 1991, 207.a).

[f we take into account the fact
that sociali7.alion has taken place

These ob..er"atioru; bring with
them the question of the Instrumental
mle pla.yed by ~ligion which is not
limited simply to the domestic sphere.
The inseparability of the 'religious'
from the cultural \s a commun conclu
sion of those researchers who have
undertaken empirical studics amongst
young people of Muslim parents (d.
I~rild 1986; Gonzalez-Quijano 1987;
l..acoste-Dujardin 1992). As Leca has
argued, the use of IsLam within this
context shows that there is enough
distance between young people and
Islam for religion to be used as a
strategy, as opposed to the more ~so

dally graluitou.\.~ nature of religion for
their parents (Leca 1990. 51).

The distance covered between
now and thcn I~ Ihat the notion of an
Arab identity, although far from hav
ing cumpldely di""ppeared amongst
y()ung pL"Oplc of Maghrebian parents
(d. Gonzalez·Quijano 1987; Lacoste
])ujardin 1992; Schnapper 1993; lIen
venisle and Cyngiscr 1993) is often in·
sufficient to provide a source of
collcrti"e mobilizatiun.: Dassctlo
(1994, 201) has shown how, for first
generation Mushm immigrants, it was
only aft..... the middle of the 1970s that
~they were pe::rreived a.nd re-identiflCd
t~l\"es using religiOUS caregoncs-.
For their children, these rcligJ.ous cate
gories ilre a part of tdentiflCation, but
far from exclUSIVely or centrally.
These rcligiou~ and cultural references
are part of a wider identity. Almost
paradm,ically, we shall sec, this proc
e~s of identificalion is at one and the

Inc t~nd~ncy low,ud. family "'grouping did nOl start in lhe mid-1970>1, il me",ly

aC<:ele,al"d an already ui!lling phenomenon,
I This is shown by thc did\o~uC5 rcpnnll<d In Hammoudi (1993)(d.•hol) Ha\\ou5S (l993}).
Iloth w~re in~oIwd In Ihe Mouverrwml dc3 TraVIJlJleun A"'bes.
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exclusively (or mamly) in l-rarlCC for
mo;,t children of pan:nts from
rnaJ'OriI)'-Mushm countl"ie<;, then Ihc.-so;:
observallons ilre more easily explam
able. lIenry-Lorcene-~ argUll'K'nt thai
the ""sult of the usc of Muslim identi
ties has been one of "ethnic mobihy
hon, but without a specifically Nhnic
content" Sttms most accurate. Jazouli
(1986, 180-1) hilS hishlighted how Is
lam ha:; been used by young people
in their (personal or collective) fight
against exclusion to form "an ambiva
lent and at times contradictory af
firmation of identity".' To this extent,
we can talk of a novel reli1tionship to
lslilm on behalf of many young pe0

ple in France, what CCsari (1994, 48-9)
calls the ·scarch for a eomple:o:
cohc-rence".

The paradigmatic iOilbility of
consensual !'rench culture to interpret
the concept of identities which tran·
<;(Cnd national borders hilS flleilflt that
the ·categories of political underlitand
ing" (entendemenl) (Lct:a 1991a) that
Ciln account for hybridized, diasporic
identities have yet to el-'olve (d. also
M~dam 1993). It is the multiplicity of
social, cultural and religious idcntitics
Ihat defy easy categorization that ap
pear to be far morc commonplilcc
than thc fixed, mono-nationill, mono
cultural model stili often used to ana·
lyl.e them (Mkhcl 19Q(l, Hafidi 1990).1
If Islilm is shU viewed through the

pnsm of Immigration, ilnd Muslims
(howc~'er defino:d, it hen: being a
qUC!ihon of an Impo-.ed ciltegoril.a
tlon) still ludged 10 the political tenTIS
of loyalty', their 'worthmess' ilS resi
dents andlor citizens brought into
question, it is i1Tguably because any
fonn of communitarian identity is
Judged as a rival to nalionill identity,
wher(:a~, as MOTSay (1993, '12) has ar
gued, the forms of idenlity examined
here are not competing with 'national
identity', but situated un another
level. The herilage of the interw-ar
yeaTS still exists; Ihe attempts at justi
fying exclusion through supposed
wcultura.l distilnct.'~ havc now, how
e\·er. to construct an internal rather
than iIfl external frontier (Henry
Lorcerie 1986, 40:;; Balibar 1991).

Conclusion

Thcsc approachl..-S suggesting the

cumplcxity of Mu~lim identitie>.
amongst young people in France a...,
arguably most useful in that they re
late the conditions of production of
identities to their socia-economic envi·
ronment, and show their contingency,
thu~ introducing as a ,entral asped of
the study the primacy of the French
rather than (for example) Maghrcbian
refe...,nces. '5e1e.:t;on' of ilSpectS of
identities to be used docs not stem
from an unlimlt...-d source; they are
historically determined (fumer 1993)"

Ct.•tso Junuh (1992). There are imporunl lS..nd~ upects to this q.....hon. 1Mre is 011....
• lIE'lec:lioon <>per.1ed by l'O"nlS worno:n in Fr•.- ol Mu.~lim p.""'ls bctWe<'r\ lhooi<' • ......,1lI ol
Muslim lden\lty lh~ IudS" f.VOOJ~bly, .nd tMy IudS" to b..1css 50 (Gil'I'.rd, Khoiorokh.o .... r
1995). TriboJ.t (1995) hn pointed out l1'Ic need to bn:.ok down lhe utegory 'Muslim inlo
nAlion.t ong,ns.
, s.,.. th....tide by NicQl•• Beau; 'UiaSrOrd mu.ul"""ne. L'in...enlion de I'isl.m fr.n,ai., dt
d" mell;ng 1'01· in Li~"mon 6 June 19l15 .nd IIoul:>ckeT "nd Be"u (1986, 147-ii2 p.5s;m).
, Tum~r ront;n"e. : '(I)he term ·...l...:lion· impli"... <onl;n"o". ,,,lelk...:t,,,,l e ...atualion of
"hemal;ve form. of betief "" Ih.t Ih" model of <"h",.1 change implied docs nol .now for Ihe
r.<1 Ih.t much of the work of ""I«:lion mighl be perft>rm"<l unmnilciou.ty, habitually or
mi""'tic.llv- (1993, (,oil, s..e "1.0,, ll"urdi<ou (1971), Diop (l9')';).
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1\1 thc same tllTlC, thcrt.'" is Jt.-.,~

in~lsknce withm 1rn.'SC dppmachc.; on
an Impoo.ed ronlradKlion bet"...,.n
'competing' cullural reference points
(i.e. Trench'rnon-Frenc:h) that char.c
leli7.ed earlier n"scarch. IllS thus pos'
sIble 10 approach the study of how
Muslim identilies are fonn..-d al d
given moment laking into a'-Tounlthe
fonns of hostility thaI Iheir carrier'\
may be ,ubjected to as well as Ih,-,
way Ihis tomes 10 fashion these sanK>
identities. Thb abo raises questions
for the sludy of reactions to racism
which are often nOI merely refonnula'
Iion~ as 'doubles' of racism, as some
authors have suggested (cr. Taguieff
lQ<l(). 1llcre IS, then, a struggle for
Inc definition of identity at play.
1 here arc discoursc<i on Muslim.~ and
..Iso discourse!i fonnul.. lcd by thOM' of
Muslim parents who adapt a~peo::ts of
their parenls experience (cr. Tribalal,
IW')).

I"he hlslolical approach can
help 10 oUlline Ihc changes and per·
manence,", within Ihe~" developments,
placing Ihc field wilhln social history
ralher than Ihe narrower concepluali
ution of 'immigration'. The forms of
identifi<:ation e:-:amined in this se<:tion
show Ihe interrelaledness of genera
tions and pla,-'c lOf socializalion (in
France). 'rne analysis of Muslim Iden
hUes in France can thus no longer see
them merely ..s .. foreign import Im
p<:"f"\'K)US 10 the Webe1i.n concept of
habilus.

Many authors h,l\'c linked the
relreat of slate intervention per se and

Muslim Communities Projce.'1

115 d,-'Centralizcd, loail-Ievel replace
ment m a time of ,-'ConomK clisis 10

the incTCdsing use of Islam as .. refer
ence point (in wNtever fonn) (Aich
oune 1992, Bcgag .nd Dclonne 1994),
wilh Muslim associations OIl times
funded by local councils in a return to
the instilutional pcrreption of Islam as
a sourre of 'social peace (IJarou 1985,
Weil 1991, 278) ill IhO! S4mr: lime as
on(' of a 'social Ihrear. l The ambiva
lence of the 'social pt:ace' faclor is per
hap-:; one conslanl factor which
continues on from Ihe 1930s, bUI is
now affecting the (grand)children of
Maghrebian immigrants, a group
largely absent in the 1930s,' The olher
constant factor is the usc of the tenn
'Muslim' as an ethmoracial tag,
whether In overtly raCIst arguments or
mure subtly, llUs gives some indic..
lion of Ihe compleJlity of the ques
!tons concerning the fonnul.. tions of
idenhly and the situalions in which
Ihey occur in relation to stigmati;r.il
lion. Comparative hislorical sludies of
antisemithm and anti-Muslim racism
an,' needed. To conclude, l3alibar's as
s<.:rlion thaI what arc oflen tenned
ethnic minorities "are reducible nei
ther to an abstract individuality nor to
a community identity· (1990, 60) besl
5umm.. ri7..cs Ihc complexity of the
deb.ate.

For Ih~ dlbllldc of 1m- Soci.h.1 g[)Vemmenl IOW.n:l. lh~.., que.tions In 11,10 p~riod

1983·1'}85, ..,., ~ondallon N~lion.le dc. Sciencc! l'OliliqllC~, Archive. Conlcmpor.ine., Fond.
r.trlck Wei] 56/do..ier 7, "1.ldm".
, s.,., however MUilard,Cuilb.lud (\995, 32.1..,),; I, r.·••im).
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L'integration des Musulmans

dans la so"iet,) fran<;aise
J-\Il1flt-'d Jalmllah

Din'('IPur(le~ EIUllt·s

IIl~LilliL r::lIJ·tlrX·~rlld(':, St.:if·I1('P:'i Ilulllaillcs
Frallt't'

(1)

Pourquoi se POlOC Ie
probleme de I'inlcgruiion des

mUt;ulmam;?

On se pose parfois 1.l question sur
Ics justirK:aliOns reelles d'un tel dtbat
sur nnt~rahon. loin dl.'"s cxces de
quelques medias ou du lr,lltl'menl
passionnel dl.'" cc sujel par ,,!uelques
po!iliciens, nous penson" que

Jc dOls preciscr avanl de
d~'eloppcr quekl'.1eS ldl'CS autour de
ce ~utel, yu... mon inter......ntion
rcp~nle UJll: reflexion d'un inlellcc
luel musulman qui se trouve en m(:'rrK."

lem!'" conc<.:mt par cc processus so
Cial. Nou" pcnsons qu'un tel sujet nt
'''''''lie davantage de r"flexion, pour
mcllre en evidence les subtililcs cl l.,s
cn,cUJ( profonds inhcrents i\; ['inU:gra
lion et 'lUI.'" TIC !'t\'Nent pa" de prime
abord Ics eludes stalisliqucs.

l:l d,:s ctrangcn. en gt:'n{,ra], rc"tc un
probl~mc d'aclu"lilt en I'rance ct nc
ccs~ite un efforl d'Nude, d<: rtl1cxion,
et de pru~llion,

En dk'l, Ie problemc dl.' 1'inlc~

ilration dc~ m\"ulmans en particulier,

Lc <:<>nSres de ruoll' "" lil::nt \OU< l~ on. Iln dkembn: "I ~SI'O\lr~ d.... mllllel'$ d"
p.lrtIC1rolllts musulrrwru

II ~p""5Cnlc, i1ujOUrd'hUI, un
sUJct de Mbat national 'lui rejouit les
uns, i1i'\i1CC 1<:5 "ulres, mill, n~' laisse
pcrsonnc indifferent. Co: n'cst piiS par
hilsilrd d'ailll.'un. si Ie guuvcrnemenl
soc,ali'le a d(":ldc, au COUT" du
dcuxiCnK" septennat de monsieur Mil
tcrand, de CrecT un 5cl;:r(:lariat d'Elal
pour llnl(-grahon arln de cenlralil.er et
ofrKiahscr Ies oncnlalions ,\ adopter
sur ce fait de socKle nouveau. Mais
apparcmment Ie problt-me n'est pas
~cu1cmcnt pose par la soci(:t~ d'ac
ceui!, it est aussi puse par les musu1
man~ cUJ(-m~mcs. Nous lrouvons par
exemple le thcme du congrcs annuel
orgolni§t par rUmon des 0'W'nisa
Iionf; lslamiquc<; de France (UOII)' I.'"n
1<191 (-tail ~cre It.: '.'inlt:&""tion
d~ mu~ulman" dans la soo;:;ctc
fraTll;ilbc'.

'luesliQn de 1'inl~!:\ralion des
M"<uh,,aIlS dans I.. MK:icl(' fran,aisc
cs\ un problcm~ rb.:cnl 'lui a (t{;

<oulevl: CC'S dl.'mi~T(." ann&O. par Ics
inlc1lc.:lueb et k ... homrncs pohli,!ucs
frilm;ab d ilUl.jIK'11es m&liils "'onl ja~

mal~ manqul> de f.lITC b:'ho.
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CMHS Occd,,'ional f'aper8

i) Integration:

LJu mol 'inlegration' on dtrive Ie
vcrbe inlc~rer '-lui signifie: faire ",ntrer
dans un ~'nsemb1e plus vaslc, incor
p<Jrcr, im:lure.' Par eons6:juent, Ie
sens jillcral du mol 'integralion'
shpulc l'exislenee d'un el"menl extc
rieur venanl s'incorporer dans un en
S€mble plus grand. Ccci suppose une
volonte d'adaplation leI d'accucil des
deux parties. Mais Ie mol en lui-m('me
ne d(,termine ni les conditions, ni les
modaliles de celte integration.

Le HaUL Conseil a l'!niCgralion,
mls en place en 1988 par Ie gouverne
nwnl fran~ais ct charge d'avanecr des
rHlexiom el des propositions dans ce
dumaine, a rctenu une dCfinilion de
I'inlegration SC1011 laquelle inlcgl1'r se
r('sumait ii: 'susciter la partkipation
active de la sociel0 l()ule enliere de
I'ensemble des femmes ct des
hommes appe1cs ii Vl\'rc durabkment
sur notre sol, en acceptanl sans
arricn:;;.pensces que subsistent des
spCcificitcs, notamment mlturclles,
mais en metlant l'accent sur lcs res
semblanu:s et Jcs convergences dans
l'cgalHe des droits el des devoirs afin
d'assurer la coM'sion de notre tissu
social.' 1

Celle definition supposait en
dfel la reconnaissance et Ie respect
des spL'cificilcs cuiturelles des candi
dats d I'inlegration, mais aussi la
garantic de la coh<:sion sociale de la
societe d'accueil. Ces deux facteurs
constitu"'nt un ~quilibre indi~pensable

pour une int~grahon positive.

iii Assimilation:

I.'assimilation donna'lt k verbe: as
simikr signifi,,: 'n::ndn' ~·emb!JJbk".'

En parlanl de ce sens litt(;ral du
mot, i'assimilation serail un processus
visanlll aplanir louie parti~'ularit(;cul
IUl1'lle de fa<;;on 11 faire 'fondre' com·
plNement l'Autre dans Ie lissue social
d'accueil. Dans I'Efl(ydop~<did UniL,t--r
salis on peul lire une dNinition "ocia
lo~ique de I'assimilation socia Ie: c'est
'Ie proces"us par kYJud utI ensemble
d'indil'idu.,· habi/ueJlement une "mi
norif(:: et/ou WI groupe d'immigran/.~

,~e frmd dans un nouveau cadre social,
plus large...&aucoup d,' sociologues
ant voulu frOUl,,'r Ie's meil/eurs indice.~

d'as.,'imifation d~' ("{'s groupe... dans'
leur dispiirition to/ale, ("(' qui impliqu('
la renonciation J k'ur cul/ure doriS"
in,", la mise au pas de leur pefSOn
nalile ct leur atomisafion au s·t'in de la
societt' 'lui les abNorb<.'. ,.

L'an~ullurilhon enlendue
comme adaptalion 11 la nouvelle cu]
lure el v(icuc 11 l'origine comme un en
richissemenl s'avere au bout du
compk comme neflative dans la me"
sure oil elle s'aceompagne sySlema
liqucrnenl cI 11 lung lcrmc d'une
dcculluration entendue comme extinc
tion de l'habitus culturel materne!.
Esl-ce que l"asslmilalion dans ce sens
est pnssible? Esl-il possible pour un
individu quekonque de perdrc tcutes
1cs tra~"Cs de- son identit<:? II cst diffi
die d'imaginer qu'un lel phenomcne
se produise volontairement sauf si la
personnc eonn:me par I'assimilation

l.... "'usse.
, Art;d" 'lru(igrallOn et n.lion.ht(·· pM M,HC,,"U Lotlg, presiden' du H.ul Co"",,;1 d
I'Inle;;fa'ion, Lf! Mond.', S rna; \9"3.
, I",,,,us..,.

HncyclopNia Unive=Ii" Tome 3, pag,,"~ 206-7.
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..ffkhc cxplidtcmcnt de~ motiv.. tions
intl:gr..tivc~ d I'oue un l"Crtain cullt: 11
la culture de la socil:tl: d'al'Cucil.

iii) Insertion:

L'inscrtion csllc fait de s'inserer, c'cst
1I-dire: 'troun:r puCt!, s';ntcgff:r, s'in
troduifl-J.I Le ..ens hlleral du mol im
pli<jue que l'lnscrtion consisle .}
lrouver unc place ;\ un clement exte
rieur dans un tout homogenc ct sup
pose UTlC.' implantation de I'insert loin
du phtnomene de I'assimilation, Cest
plutOI !'am(:nagement f,ut dans Ie
cadre u"CUCil1ant pour permcttrc d,n
~rer l'indwidu, qui semble pre"alO1r
d.. ns relle dHlnihon, Dans celie per
~tivc ce dcmler ne ..cmble pas
mcna~ par Ia perte de ses
partieulalill-s.

A ce ni\'eau, nous pouvons dire
(jue Ie concept de !'integration !it' )ilue
enlre I'asslmilation et l1nsertion
commc ra souligne Marceau Long
dans son article precile, en decri,'a.nt
1.1 nOlion d'l.nlegration: 'CQf11I11t' un
proces~-us spkirlque distirH:1 ,j 14 lois
<k"'a55imiulion el de /'insertion', I

I\insi, 1.1 1'101101'1 de I'integralion
merite d'Nre dHintc daircmcnl afin de
nc pas uti1iser un concept ambigu qui
peut t!tre permeable ;\ des idees
conIradiel01 I'C'S.

Muslim Communitil's ProjeC'1

(3)

QueUe est I'integmtion
voulue puc la societe

d'accueil?

II est difficile de determiner Ie! condi
lions d'l.nlegralion cxigres par 1.1 soci
He frarn;aise de ses etrangcn, lcs
discours des inleJlectuels el dC$
hommes politiques sur !'integration
restent relatifs ;lI leurs convklions el ;lI

leurs tcnd..nces.

Le discours ofOOel suppose
qu'll y ail une rrrelhodc fraTl<;"isc de
l'inlegration qui consiste .l inserer In
etrangers dans lc tissu sorial franYlis
contrairement .l I.. methode anglo
saxonne qui favorise 1.1 conC'Cntration
de rommunautes etrangeres d.a.ns Ics
ghcHos.' Mais Sur Ie plan pratique,
l'inlCgrahon reste .l dcfinir, D'apres 1c
constal general, on remarque que c'esl
plul61 l'ntl'gralion au sens de I'as
similation que 1.1 socie~ fran,aisc at
tend des etrangers. Dans IC$ medias,
lorsqu'on \'eul presenter des cxemplcs
d'etungers qui 01'11 rtussi leur integra
tion On affich.., toujours fI 1.a une des
pcrsonncs pilrfailemenl assimilres
"oire foncierement 'dissoutC$' dilns 1.1
societe fram;aise au point d.e n'en
garder La moindre spe..;fKite cullurelle
indiquant leur origine,

En revanche, 1.1 pralique re
ligieuse islamique apparalt au regard
de ropinion publique souvent comme
un obstacle fl !'integration parce que
1.1 personne qui s'attache n'est pas

Lomusi\(:,
, Article 'lnl~graliol'l el l'Ialionali!~' par Marceau Lol'Ig, president du Haul Conscil A
1'Int~llrdli<ln, I.e Mond<', 5 mai 1993,
, Voir Inl~6ralion 0" e"plosion?Cathcrinc WHite! cd,l pano",mique. 1993,
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CMEfS Occa.~ionaJPape/)1

encure a rima)';e de la ",ainntt' de~ d
to)'l'ns "lui onl d{lai,s': la pratique I'C

ligieusc. On pe\lt se demander:
pourquoi la 'uciCle d'accueill'hcrche-t
clle unc 'integration - assimilation'?

Jusque-lil. la lendance d'as
simikr les C1rangcrs a etc SOllS

entendue par lcs mobiles suivants:

i) I:option 'intt'gration - assimilation'
paraissait la solution la plus ras
sUlanlc parce qu'cllc permctlalt de
cans<:rver la coh",slUn et la stabilitc so-
dale. Ainsi tout sentiment de peUT

suscite par la diffcrcm:e dc' t'Autre
,era cluuffe dans l'ocuf.

Cette tendanct' r~sulk d'une vision de
1.1. so.:ict<: fr,lIH~ai"e l'Omme unc sociHe
multiraciale d multiculturcUe OU plu-_
siems cultures m:-ccssairemenl diff&
renks pcuvent l'{..exi,ler dans un seul
cadre social ba,e sur Iii tolerance el
pcrmettant un (-change £I un emichis
scment mutuel qui ne peut Nrc que
benHique pour I'ensemble de la sod
de Mais cc dchat csl loin d .."tf('"
conclu,

(4)

La position des musulmans

i) La prcmi1:!re categoric concerne des
gens qui ne se posent pas Ie probleme
de l'integration. Cetle <:ategorie
repn2sente en fait deux positions op
pm&cs: la prcmi~re position est celie
de (CUX qui sont compldement as
similes et qui chcrchent ;\ sc demar
quer de leurs radnes culturcllcs. La
deuxi~me position minorilairc con
cerne des gens qui refusenl de s'inte
grcr par pcm de pcrdrc leurs
diffl'rences. I.e, uns cl 1cs autres ne se
sentent pas concem~s par
]'integration.

En Ce qui concerne la position des
musulmans vis-a-vis du probleme de
['integration, nuus pouvons distinguer
en gencraltrois cat~gories:

ii) La deuxio,me categuric represente
Celte tendance gcn':rale 4ui les jeunes issus de !'immigration qui

opte pour ['assimilation ne saurait en nc se sentent pas cgalement trap con
tout cas occulter une autre tendance cernes par l'integration parce qu'j)s se
qui prone une intt"gration avcc prtscr- consid~rcnl camme ciluyens fram;ais 11
vation des specificites culturel1cs_ part enti~re de par leur naissance et

-,--, co","o''--_',>''''ucation. Nolons toutcfois

J~an.c1alldeB.om:all' ronseitter pour l"immisrdlion "uP"'~ du min;~t", de I'inlhieur M.
Charles I'a"'!ua.
, Entre!;"n aVl'C Jcan-<'lau:le B.orredu, 1e Fij;aro, 9 ""'ptemb", 1994.

ii) Un sentiment de supt'riuritc vis-a
vis des Cleangers originaires des pays
r6::cmmcnt colonises selun 1cqucl il
appartient am: ressurlissants de ces
derniers de s'assimiler dans la societe
ml'me au prix de perdre leurs partku
lariles culturelles. 11 s'agit 1;\ d'un sen
liment paradoxal avec I'Nat de
filiblcsse que nDUS \'enons d'evoquer.

En realilc, ce n'est pas Iii diffe
rence de l'Autre en soi qui gcnere la
crainte, milis retal de faiblessc, qui lui
cst sous-jacent d 'lue Jean-Claude
l3arreau' It"lonna~t explicitement: 'Au
debut du siede il yale choc d'ul1
eath<.llkisme fort cantre un Etal fort.
Aujourd'hui, il y a dcs('<juilibre: la
scule religion furle cst 1'lslam, et la
IU~publi<.lue cst faible'.'



qu'un l"Crtain numbre de ccs jcuncs re
vcndiquent un droit .l la difference
lice a leurs origines cuhurcllcs. Or Iii
societe ('lIe-mcme m: leur rcconnail
pas de fait ce statut de c,tnyen
fram;ais - c'est I" la source de la crise
de cHoyennele que vivent les jeuncs
musulmans,

iii) La troisicme categoric represente
des musulmans qui se posent la ques
tion et qui chcrchent une integration
leur permellant d'une part leur inser
tion dans la societe mais ne les en
Irainant pas d'autre part vers um:
integration negative. Celie categoric
regroup<: essentiellemcnl des musul
mans pratiquanis' desireux de partid
per " la VIC d<.: la cH': lout en
preservant leurs particularil';s cui
turclles. Tel est I'enjeu capital du pro
cessus dl' I'intl:gratinn.

(5)

L'integruHon uu quotidien

L'intcgr<ltiun des musulmans d<lns l<l
sodt'le fram;aise rcncontre certaine
m<.:nt d<;s difficultes imputCcs " la so
ciete d'<lccueil et aux musulmans
cux-memes (racisme, exclusion,
chomage:, echec scolairc, dclin-
quancc ... ). Cepcndant, malgre ces dif
fkultes, le processus de I'integration
avance cerles lcntement mais il avance
neanmoins.

Muslim Communities Project

II Y a certains efforts de la part
de la societe pour faciliter l'intcgratinn
des musulmans. Et parmi ccs dforls
nous pouvuns citer quo.:lques mesurcs
administratives prises par les autontes
qui reconnaissent en quelque sorte la
pratique rcligieuse islamique, Ces me
sures concernent lcs fetes religicuses:
cn accordant un jour de rcpos aux
fonctlonnaircs musulmans Ics jours de
l'Aid.' ainsi que les facilites accord~es

aux musulmans dans quelques com
mune~ pour lc sacrifice ritud pendant
la fete de l'Aid. Nous pouvons ciler
egalement la decision qui encourage
Ics maires j crecr des carrcs musul
mans dans lcs cimeticres municipaux.
La dl"cision aussi de foumir des repas
'halal' aux jeunes musulmans dans
l'anne" fran<;aist'. Ces amenagements,
qudque soit leur caracthe sym
bolique, constituent une demarche
positive vcrs l'integration.

Dc la part des musulmans nous
pouvons aussi signaler un certain ef
fort qui expnme une volonte d'inl~

gration, et ceci " travers un souci
d'adaptation ave<: les conlraintes de la
societe. II faut rceonnaitre a cel cgard
que l'lslam est une religion qui laisse
une place aux considhations de la re
alite changeante a travers Ie temps et
I'espace, I.e droit musulman comportc
en eHet unc capadtc de souplesse et
de flexibilite considerable.' II convient
a ce niveau de signaler que l'lslam
reruerme un certain nombre de princi·
pes prescriptifs iO\'itant Ie musulman
A allers v"rs l'/\ulrc, A Ciablir des

On p<:ul raltacher. ceue calell"ri" des musulm.n. peu ou pas du tmll pratiquants
rna;. qUI manif".lenl un "uach""",,,! • leur mUu.... d'origine.
, Le. deux fete. annuelle. musulmane.: fin du Ramadan e( 1" dbdeme j<>ur du m"i. de
pel"rina!;,,;\ 1. Mecque.
, Pour donner des exemple. de cell< nexibilit", nou' pOll von. citer rav;. juridique qui
pennel au mu.ulman en cas de n;,c">sH,, de ""group'" Ie. prii:re' deux par deux_. Ain.i que 1.
pcnnis.ion donnee au mus1l1man d'effeclu"' ... pri,,'" dans n'impnrte <juel cndrOlt prop"" el
pas nl!ces"'ircment dan. une m0"Jul:c,
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relations a,-cc lui .'I tra\"C"~ Ie bon C(lm
portemcnt ct k dlalogult, elton!; .'I tl
Ire d'O';C"mple Ies reg~ qui sanaliscnt
Ie bon \"oisinagC", l'hospitahlc et I'a,,·
sistaocc aux falbk-s ...

(6)

Comment rcussir
I'integration

11 faul certainClllcnt d.,s eHorls enor
mC"s de louk~ ks parlies et dans les
differenl:; domaiT\C"5, tout en s'accor
dant Ie lemps n&eSsaln: pour aboutlr
.'I une inlegration positive ct humalne.

Nous pensons 'luc certames
conditions sont indIspensables pour
donner un "ppul aU processus de
!"integration:

i) II faut se liboOn.:r des peurs; la JX'ur
de I'Autre, la peur de la diffcrence, la
peur de ses faiblcssc.., par Ie dialogue
et la \lolonte de connallre l'i\ulre pour
micux Ie comprcndre et Ie resp.x'ter.

ii) [x>finir daircment la oollon de 1'10
t~gralion el determiner scs conditions.

iii) CombaUre Ie pheoomeoc du rejcl
..od41. 1.01 socielc d'acrueil a plus de
rcspom.abilitl: .\ l:el cgaro pour aider
Ies Nrangcrs .i sc senhr comme des
ciloyens;i part =I~rc,

1\') lX'passer It:s diffcreOC'eS inutiles
~urioul de la pari des candidals ;i rin
tegration, II ne faut pas lrop abuser
du drOit 11 la difference.

\I) i\voir un espril d'ouverluTC el cher
cher a comprendrt: l'Autrc el 11 s'en
rkhir de ses ('xperienccs et de ses
eompHences.

vi) ~Iarglr la notion de \"integration :a
tous Ics domaincs de la Vte. Reeon
nallre Ies .spCdrJCitCli culturelJcs ne
suffil pas, II faut encourager la partici
pation sociail'" el polihquc. II faut en
('Ourager l"insertion Cconomique,
combaltrc Ie chomagc cl I"khcc $CO

\alee. Cest ce sur quoi s'cnlcodent en
geni:ral les hommes du terTain comme
I~ pri-cise ~1arceau l.ong, president du
Ilaut Conseil 11 l'int~gralion: 'En It
aJitl:, il ne peul y avoir d'inlcgration
v('rilable sans que soillllcnee de fa<;on
durable et vigourcuse une action so
dale, (-conomique ct ~ducativc d'en
semblc.' '

I

flrtl<:\c 'Inl~l\r.lit>n ,,' n.'ion.HI'" rdr Md"'''.U l.ons. r""'id~nldu Ildllt Cnn""il •
i'h1l9lrdlion, L.. Monuo:, 5 IN; 1993.
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