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Abstract
The Qur’anic word muhsanat (wedded women), which has occurred in (Q. 4:24) and
elswhere, has various examples in both earlier Shi’ite and Sunni exegeses. Based on some
needs and contexts, such as the tradition of Islamic narrations’ transmission, the variety of
narrations concerning the behavior of the Prophet (PBUH) and Caliphs in dealing with
war captives, as well as legitimizing and sanctifying the way of Caliphs, some former
Sunni exegetes have meant the mentioned word as ‘captive married women’. However,
the different doctrinal contexts in Shi’a led to the point that such a meaning was not being
expressed in previous Shi’ite exegeses. In fact, the majority of Shi’ite exegetes have
mostly considered the Qur’anic word muhsanat to mean a bondwoman or free one. But
after writing the early comprehensive exegeses, the suggested difference became almost
disappeared. The mutual retelling of Shi’ite and Sunni exegetes from each other’s sources
caused the first distinction between Shi’ites and Sunnis about the meaning of the word no EIf
longer being seen in these exegeses. Thus, as if the contexts that underlie the acceptance ¥
of an exegetical viewpoint in previous Muslim sources were not historically given much mEE¥E
necessary attention in later periods. This point seems especially important when one heeds
that the use of each other’s sources has not happened in a balanced situation between
Shi’ites and Sunnis. As a matter of fact, the Shi’ite exegeses were more influenced by the
Sunni ones and not vice versa. In particular, this consequence seems to be due to the
acceptance of the previous Sunni exegetes’ viewpoints by Shaykh Tust (385-460/995-
1067), and his character’s influence on later Shi’ite ones as well.

Keywords: Muhsanat, earlier Qur’anic exegeses, comprehensive exegeses, captive
married woman, bondwoman, free woman
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