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AśǪǷǢŀŜǷɱ DĘƘƍĽƤĘɱ ƤĸĘɱĊŪşƤĘǉƤɱŪİɱ ĊŪşƤĘŝɘ
porary post-heroic indifference, our intention 

ĽƘɱƤŪɱƐĘɘaşaŔǊǔĘɱƤĸĘɱĊŪşĊĘƍƤɱŪİɱĸĘƐŪĽƘŝɂɱşŪƤɱĽşɱ
ƤĸĘɱŝŪđĘƐşĽƘƤɱɒƤŪƤaŔĽǔĽşıɱaşđɱĽĊŪşĽĊɓɂɱŪƐɱĽşɱƤĸĘɱ
ƍŪƘƤɘŝŪđĘƐşĽƘƤɱɒđĘɘĸĘƐŪĽǔĽşıɱaşđɱĽƐŪşĽĊɓɱǄaǊɂɱ
but in the optics of hermeneutic re-reading of 

ƤĸĘɱƘƍĘĊĽǞĊɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐƘɥɱƘƤŪƐĽĘƘɱİƐŪŝɱƤĸĘɱSƤaŔĽşɘ
ist years of the totalitarian regime. In the con-

ƤƐĽĉƬƤĽŪşɱǄĘɱĉƐĽşıɱaɱĊŪşĊĘƍƤƬaŔɱĽđĘşƤĽǞĊaƤĽŪşɱ
of features of the ethical-characterial under-

standing of “hero without a halo”, by which 

we want to break the simplistic dichotomy 

between heroic and everyday – we introduce a third concept – “a hero of everyday 

life”. We point out how the mythical-idealistic idea of heroism perverted to a collect-

ĽǃĘɱĽđĘŪŔŪıǊɱaşđɱĸŪǄɱƤĸĘɱƐĘaŔĽƤǊɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱĊŪŝŝƬşĽƘƤɱƤŪƤaŔĽƤaƐĽaşɱƐĘıĽŝĘɱĽşɱCǔĘĊĸŪƘŔŪǃɘ
aőĽaɱđĘŝaşđĘđɱĸĘƐŪĘƘɱɚɱĸĘƐŪĘƘɱŪİɱĘǃĘƐǊđaǊɱŔĽİĘɁɱTĸĘɱaĽŝɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱƐĘƘĘaƐĊĸɱĽƘɱƤŪɱǞşđɱƤĸĘɱ
occurrence of the identifying features of the “everyday hero” in particular stories of 

ƤĸƐĘĘɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐƘɱİƐŪŝɱƤĸĘɱƤĽŝĘƘɱŪİɱƘŪĊĽaŔĽƘƤɱCǔĘĊĸŪƘŔŪǃaőĽaɂɱǄĽƤĸɱƤĸĘɱĸĘŔƍɱŪİɱşaƐƐaƤĽǃĘɱ
analysis.

KūȝȗƼǢţǪ totalitarian regime, communism, heroes, persecution, teachers, micro-

stories
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Introduction

TŪɱƤĸĽƘɱĘǉĊŔaŝaƤĽŪşɱŪİɱAşđƐĘaɱSaƐƤĽɂɱƬƤƤĘƐĘđɱǄĽƤĸɱaɱǊŪƬƤĸİƬŔɱƍaƤĸŪƘɂɱ
ƤĘaĊĸĘƐɱGaŔĽŔĘŪɱƐĘƘƍŪşđƘɱǄĽƤĸɱaɱƘƤaƤĘŝĘşƤɱǄĸĽĊĸɱƬşǄĽƤƤĽşıŔǊɱİŪƐĘƘĸađ-

ŪǄƘɱƍŪƘƤɘĸĘƐŪĽĊɱĽƐŪşǊɃɱɢNŪɂɱƬşĸaƍƍǊɱƤĸĘɱŔaşđɱƤĸaƤɱĽƘɱĽşɱşĘĘđɱŪİɱĸĘƐ-
ŪĘƘɣɱɒBƐĘĊĸƤɂɱƍɁɱǮǰǭɓɁɱɢTĸĘǊɱaŔǄaǊƘɱŔaƬıĸĘđɱaƤɱƤĸĘɱĸĘƐŪĘƘɂɣɱBƐĘĊĸƤɱƘaǊƘɱ
ƤĸƐŪƬıĸɱaɱĉŪǊɥƘɱŝŪƬƤĸɱaɱİĘǄɱŝŪŝĘşƤƘɱŔaƤĘƐɁɱDĘƘƍĽƤĘɱƤĸĘɱİaĊƤɱƤĸaƤɱBƐĘĊĸƤɱ
is far from postmodernism, the authors of post-modernist, post-his-

ƤŪƐĽĊaŔɱaşđɱƍŪƘƤɘĸĘƐŪĽĊɱƤĸĘŪƐĽĘƘɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱŔaƤĘɱǯǭƤĸɱĊĘşƤƬƐǊɱŔĽőĘɱƤŪɱƐĘİĘƐɱƤŪɱ
this passage from the play.

TĸĘɱĊŪşĊĘƍƤɱŪİɱƍŪƘƤɘĸĘƐŪĽƘŝɱɒĊİɁɱPĘƤƐƬƘĘőɂɱǯǭǭǳɓɱŪƐĽıĽşaƤĘđɱĽşɱƘŪĊĽ-
ŪŔŪıĽĊaŔɱĊĽƐĊŔĘƘɱaƘɱaşɱĘǉƤĘşƘĽŪşɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱǄaǃĘɱŪİɱƍŪƘƤɘĽƘŝƘɱĊĸaƐaĊƤĘƐĽǔĽşıɱ
time, society and culture “after the fall of great narratives” (Lyotard, 

ǮǶǴǶɂɱCǔĘĊĸɱƤƐaşƘŔaƤĽŪşɱǮǶǶǰɓɁɱAĊĊŪƐđĽşıɱƤŪɱƤĸĽƘɱĊŪşĊĘƍƤɂɱƘĘŔİɘŔĘıĽƤĽ-
ŝĽǔĽşıɱŝŪđĘƐşɱĽşƤĘƐƍƐĘƤaƤĽŪşƘɱŪİɱƘŪĊĽaŔɱĊŪĸĘƘĽŪşɱaşđɱĸĽƘƤŪƐǊɱşĘĘđĘđɱƤŪɱ
ƐĘŔǊɱŪşɱƤĸĘɱƘǊŝĉŪŔĽĊɱĊĸaƐaĊƤĘƐƘɱŪİɱƍƬĉŔĽĊɱĸĘƐŪĘƘɱaşđɱƤĸĘĽƐɱĊƬŔƤɱƤŪɱŎƬƘƤĽİǊɱ
their own ideological-value reinforcement, including the implicit vio-

ŔĘşĊĘɱƬƘĘđɱɢİŪƐɱƤĸĘɱĸŪŔǊɱĊaƬƘĘɣɁɱAİƤĘƐɱƤĸĘɱİaŔŔɱŪİɱĽđĘŪŔŪıĽĘƘɱaşđɱƤĸĘɱaƐƐĽǃaŔɱ
ŪİɱƤĸĘɱƘŪɘĊaŔŔĘđɱƤĸĘɱŔaƘƤɱŝaşɱɒĊİɁɱFƬőƬǊaŝaɂɱǮǶǶǰɂɱCǔĘĊĸɱƤƐaşƘŔaƤĽŪşɱ
ǯǭǭǯɓɱƤĸĘƐĘɱǄaƘɱaŔƘŪɱaɱɢİaƤĽıƬĘɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱĸĘƐŪĘƘɣɂɱƤĸĘĽƐɱƬşşĘĊĘƘƘaƐĽşĘƘƘɱ
aşđɱĘǃĘşɱƬşđĘƘĽƐaĉĽŔĽƤǊɁɱMĽőĘɱFĘaƤĸĘƐƘƤŪşĘɱɒǮǶǶǲɱIşɃɱPĘƤƐƬƘĘőɂɱǯǭǭǳɓɱ
in this sense distinguishes the heroic mode from the everyday mode, 

which are facing each other, arranged in ten oppositions (e.g. public 

recognition – recognition of family and friends; cult of power – peace-

İƬŔɱĊŪŝƍƐŪŝĽƘĘɄɱƐĽƘőɱɚɱĊĘƐƤaĽşƤǊɓɁɱCŪşƤĘŝƍŪƐaƐǊɱŝaşɱƤĸƬƘɱĘşŎŪǊƘɱaşđɱ
ƘaƤĽƘǞĘƘɱĸĽƘɱĊŪşƘƬŝĘƐĽƘƤɱƘŝaŔŔşĘƘƘɱaşđɱĸĘđŪşĽĊɱŝĘđĽŪĊƐĽƤǊɂɱǄĽƤĸŪƬƤɱ
being disturbed by high ideals.

In thus described context of contemporary post-heroic indiffer-

ence, or even anti-heroic irritability, my contribution about heroes 
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aşđɱƍƐŪƍĸĘƤƘɱŝaǊɱƘŪƬşđɱaƘɱaşaĊĸƐŪşĽƘƤĽĊɱĉĽǔaƐƐĘşĘƘƘɱaƤɱǞƐƘƤɱƘĽıĸƤϧ. 
On closer reading, however, I believe it will be clear that my intention 

ĽƘɱƏƬĽƤĘɱĊƬƐƐĘşƤɃɱƤŪɱƐĘɘaşaŔǊǔĘɱƤĸĘɱĊŪşĊĘƍƤɱŪİɱĸĘƐŪĽƘŝɂɱşŪƤɱĽşɱŝŪđ-

ĘƐşĽƘƤɱŪƍƤĽĊƘɱɒƤŪƤaŔĽǔĽşıɱaşđɱĽĊŪşĽĊɓɂɱŪƐɱĘǃĘşɱĽşɱƍŪƘƤŝŪđĘƐşĽƘƤɱŪƍƤĽĊƘɱ
ɒđĘɘĸĘƐŪĽǔĽşıɱaşđɱĽƐŪşĽĊɓɂɱĉƬƤɱĽşɱĸĘƐŝĘşĘƬƤĽĊɱƐĘɘƐĘađĽşıɱŪİɱƍaƐƤĽĊƬŔaƐɱ
ƘƤŪƐĽĘƘɱŪİɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐƘɱaşđɱĽşɱĊŪşĊĘƍƤƬaŔɱĽđĘşƤĽǞĊaƤĽŪşɱŪİɱƘĽışƘɱŪİɱĘƤĸĽĊ-

al-characterial understanding of the “hero without a halo”.

AɱŝŪđĘƐşĽƘƤɱƐŪŝaşƤĽĊɘĽđĘaŔĽƘƤĽĊɱĽŝaıĘɱŪİɱaɱĸĘƐŪɱƬşİŪŔđƘɱaƘɱĸĘɱƐĘƍ-

resents an exceptional individual, into whom the providence of history 

is embodied. The romantic hero was given an extraordinary historical 

ƐŪŔĘɱƤŪɱƍĘƐİŪƐŝɱaƘɱaşɱĽşƘƤƐƬŝĘşƤɱŪİɱĸĽƘƤŪƐǊɱɒĊİɁɱHĘıĘŔɂɱǯǭǭǱɂɱƍƍɁɱǯǳɚǯǶɓɁɱ
The modernist hero, the Great Man, despises democracy because it gives 

power to the immature, the uneducated and the weak, while the nat-

ural force triumphs in favour of the strong, the intelligent and the 

şŪĉŔĘɁɱMĘşƤaŔĽƤǊɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱƘĘƐǃaşƤƘɱĸaƘɱşŪɱƬşđĘƐƘƤaşđĽşıɱİŪƐɱƤĸĘɱĸĘƐŪɃɱ
ɢşŪɱŝaşɱĽƘɱaɱĸĘƐŪɱƤŪɱĸĽƘɱǃaŔĘƤɣɱɒCaƐŔǊŔĘɂɱǮǶǳǳɂɱƍɁɱǮǵǱɓɂɱƐĘƍĘaƤƘɱƤĸĘɱǄĘŔŔɘ
őşŪǄşɱƘĘşƤĘşĊĘɱŝĘşƤĽŪşĘđɱĉǊɱHĘıĘŔɁɱTĸĘɱĸĘƐŪɱĊaşɱaŔƘŪɱĉĘɱĽŝŝŪƐaŔɂɱĸĘɱ
transcends moral duty, moral questions are a manifestation of weak-

ness and conventionality for him. In contrast to the a-moral mythic-

al-idealistic concept of heroism stands the ethical-characterial concept 

ŪİɱaɱǃĽƐƤƬŪƬƘɱĽşđĽǃĽđƬaŔɁɱAşɱĘǉĊĘƍƤĽŪşaŔɂɱǃĽƐƤƬŪƬƘɱĽşđĽǃĽđƬaŔɂɱaɱƍĘƐƘŪşɱ
with an excellent character, is not necessarily a “public hero”, canon-

ĽǔĘđɱŪƐɱŔĘıĽƤĽŝĽǔĘđɱĽşɱƤĸĘɱŔĘıĘşđƘɱaşđɱƘǊŝĉŪŔƘɱŪİɱƍƬĉŔĽĊɱaşđɱƍŪŔĽƤĽĊaŔɱ
ŔĽİĘɁɱHĽƘɱĘǉĊĘŔŔĘşĊĘɱĽƘɱƤĸĘɱƐĘƘƬŔƤɱŪİɱaɱĊƬŔƤĽǃaƤĘđɱƐĘƘƍĘĊƤɱİŪƐɱĸĽŝƘĘŔİɱaşđɱ
ŪƤĸĘƐƘɁɱTĸĘɱĸĽƘƤŪƐǊɱŪİɱĘƤĸĽĊƘɂɱİƐŪŝɱAƐĽƘƤŪƤŔĘɱƤŪɱƤĸĘɱĊƬƐƐĘşƤɱaƬƤĸŪƐƘɱŪİɱ
the so-called ethics of virtue, calls this concept of heroism “virtuous 

heroism”.

Ͷч IƤɱƘĸŪƬŔđɱĉĘɱşŪƤĘđɱƤĸaƤɱƤĸĘɱƘŪĊĽŪŔŪıĽƘƤɱMĽŔŪƘŔaǃɱPĘƤƐƬƘĘőɱƐĘǃĽƘĘđɱĸĽƘɱĽşĽƤĽaŔɱĘş-

thusiasm in his assessment of post-heroism in last writings and ironically criti-

ĊĽǔĘđɱƤĸĘɱƍŪƘƤŝŪđĘƐşɱŔŪƘƘɱŪİɱƘĘşƘĘɱŪİɱƬşĽƏƬĘşĘƘƘɱaşđɱĸĘƐŪĽƘŝɁɱTĸĘɱƍŪƘƤɘĸĘƐŪĽĊɱ
self-satisfaction of the hedonic man proved to be a temporary, fashionable 

ƤƐĘşđɱƤĸaƤɱĊŪƬŔđɱşŪƤɱİaĊĘɱƤĸĘɱƐĘaŔɱđĽİǞĊƬŔƤĽĘƘɱĽşɱaɱƘŪĊĽĘƤǊɱƘĸaőĘşɱĉǊɱƤĸĘɱĊƐĽƘĽƘ 

ɒĊİɁɱPĘƤƐƬƘĘőɂɱǯǭǭǳɓɁɱ
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IɱǄaşƤɱƤŪɱĉƐĘaőɱƤĸĘɱƘĽŝƍŔĽİǊĽşıɱɒaşđɱĽşƤĘƐƍƐĘƤaƤĽǃĘŔǊɱĊŪŝİŪƐƤaĉŔĘɓɱ
dichotomy between the heroic and the everyday by creating, or bet-

ter said by renewing of the third concept – the “hero of everyday life”. 

IɱđŪɱşŪƤɱŝĘaşɱƤĸĘɱƤĘşđĘşƤĽŪƬƘŔǊɱĸĘƐŪĽǔĘđɱƘƬİİĘƐĽşıɱİaƤaŔĽƘƤɱɢMĽŔŔĽŪşɱ
MaşɣɱɒHƐŪşƘőǋɱCĿıĘƐɂɱǮǶǳǶɂɱƍɁɱǲɓɂɱşŪƐɱƤĸĘɱĊŪŔŔĘĊƤĽǃĘɱŝaşɱǄĽƤĸɱaɱɢđŪǃĘɘ
ŔĽőĘɱşaƤƬƐĘɣɱŪƐɱaɱŝĘŝĉĘƐɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱɢƍŔĘĉĘĽaşɱşaƤĽŪşɣɱɒMĽşáČɂɱǯǭǮǱɂɱƍɁɱǱǶɓɂɱ
ŪƐɱĘǃĘşɱƤĸĘɱĽşđĽİİĘƐĘşƤɱaşđɱƍaƘƘĽǃĘɱɢMaşɱWĽƤĸŪƬƤɱFĘaƤƬƐĘƘɣɱɒMƬƘĽŔɂɱ
ǮǶǰǭɓɁɱTĸĘɱĸĘƐŪɱŪİɱĘǃĘƐǊđaǊɱŔĽİĘɱĽƘɱaɱŝŪƐaŔɱĸĘƐŪɱǄĽƤĸɱİŪƐŝĘđɱĊĸaƐaĊ-

ter traits, who, risking his own losses, actively acts in favor of a higher 

ıŪŪđɱɒĊİɁɱKŪĸĘşɂɱǯǭǮǰɓɁɱDĘƘƍĽƤĘɱƤĸĘɱİaĊƤɱƤĸaƤɱĸĽƘɱaĊƤĽşıɱƘĘƍaƐaƤĘƘɱĸĽŝɱ
İƐŪŝɱƤĸĘɱĸŪŝŪıĘşĽǔĽşıɱƘƤƐĘaŝɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱaşŪşǊŝŪƬƘɱŝaƘƘɱŪİɱɢŪƐđĽşaƐǊɱ
people”, his heroism does not have to be connected with the publicity 

ŪƐɱǄĽƤĸɱŔĘıĽƤĽŝĽǔaƤĽŪşɱŪƐɱĊaşŪşĽǔaƤĽŪşɱƍƐŪĊĘƘƘĘƘɱıĘşĘƐaƤĽşıɱƤƐađĽƤĽŪşaŔɱ
ĸĘƐŪĘƘɱɒĽşɱĘƍĽĊƘɂɱĸaıĽŪıƐaƍĸĽĘƘɂɱƍŪŔĽƤĽĊaŔɱaşđɱŝĘđĽaɱĊŪşƘƤƐƬĊƤĽŪşƘɓɁ

Research Aims and Methods

This concept of virtuous hero and heroism follows the classical concept 

ŪİɱŝŪƐaŔɱĊĸaƐaĊƤĘƐɂɱǄĸĽĊĸɱĽƘɱǄĽşđĽşıɱaƘɱaɱĊĽǃĽŔĽǔaƤĽŪşaŔɱİŪƐŝƬŔaɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱ
“good man”, beginning with the eudaimonical ethics of the ancient 

GƐĘĘőƘɱaşđɱĘǉƍĘƐĽĘşĊĽşıɱaɱƐĘşĘǄaŔɱĽşɱƤĸĘɱĊƬƐƐĘşƤɱĘƤĸĽĊƘɱŪİɱǃĽƐƤƬĘɱ
ɒDɁɱCaƐƐɂɱAɁɱMaĊIşƤǊƐĘɂɱMɁɱSŔŪƤĘɂɱMɁɱNƬƘƘĉaƬŝɂɱKɁɱKƐĽƘƤŎáşƘƘŪşɂɱTɁɱIƐǄĽşɂɱ
LɁɱTɁɱZaıǔĘĉƘőĽɂɱCĸɁɱSǄaşƤŪşɱĘƤĊɁɓɂɱŪƐɱĽşɱĊŪşƤĘŝƍŪƐaƐǊɱĸƬŝaşĽƘƤĽĊɱƍƘǊ-

ĊĸŪŔŪıǊɱaşđɱƍĘđaıŪıǊɱɒĊİɁɱFƐaşĊŪɱĘƤɱaŔɁɂɱǯǭǮǳɄɱZĽŝĉaƐđŪɂɱǯǭǮǱɄɱFƐaşĊŪɂɱ
EİƤĸĽŝĽŪƬɂɱZĽŝĉaƐđŪɂɱǯǭǮǳɄɱAŔŔĽƘŪşɂɱGŪĘƤĸaŔƘɂɱKƐaŝĘƐɂɱǯǭǮǴɱaɁɱŪɁɓϨ; in 

ĊŪşƤƐaƘƤɱƤŪɱƤĸĘɱɒaŔƘŪɱĊŔaƘƘĽĊaŔɓɱŝǊƤĸĽĊaŔɘƐŪŝaşƤĽĊɱĊŪşĊĘƍƤɱŪİɱĸĘƐŪĽƘŝɂɱ
ǄĸĽĊĸɱĽşɱƤĸĘɱǯǭƤĸɱĊĘşƤƬƐǊɱƐĘƘƬŔƤĘđɱĽşɱƤŪƤaŔĽƤaƐĽaşɱƍŪŔĽƤĽĊaŔɱĽđĘŪŔŪıĽĘƘϩ.

3ɱ OşĘɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱƘƬƐǃĘǊƘɱŪİɱĸĘƐŪĽƘŝɱƐĘƘĘaƐĊĸĘƘɱƘƤaƤĘƘɱZɁɱEɁɱFƐaşĊŪɱĘƤɱaŔɁɱĽşɱaƐƤĽĊŔĘɱHero-

ism Research: A Review of Theories, Methods, Challenges, and TrendsɱɒǯǭǮǳɓɁ
͸ɱ TĸĘɱƐŪŝaşƤĽĊɘĸĽƘƤŪƐĽĊĽƘƤɱɡĸĘƐŪɢɱĊĘaƘĘđɱƤŪɱĉĘɱaşɱĘǉĊĘƍƤĽŪşaŔɱĽşđĽǃĽđƬaŔɂɱĊŪŔŔĘĊƤĽǃ-

ĽǔĘđɱĸĽŝƘĘŔİɂɱĉĘĊaŝĘɱaɱŝŪşŪŔŪıƬĘɱɢǄĘɣɱǃĘƐƘƬƘɱƤĸĘɱƐĘaĊƤĽŪşaƐǊɱɢƤĸĘǊɎĽƤɣɁɱOşɱƤĸĘɱ
contrary, the “reactionary forces” (representatives of the lower race, or the enemy 

ĊŔaƘƘɓɱĸaǃĘɱĉĘĘşɱƍŔaĊĘđɱĽşɱƤĸĘɱƍŪƘĽƤĽŪşɱŪİɱƘƬİİĘƐĘƐƘɂɱşĘĊĘƘƘaƐǊɱĸĽƘƤŪƐĽĊaŔɱǃĽĊƤĽŝƘɂɱ
who have had to endure the “collective heroes” carrying out their “historical mis-

ƘĽŪşɣɁɱTĸĘƐĘɱŪĊĊƬƐƐĘđɱaɱƍĘƐɘǃĘƐƘĽŪşɱŪİɱĸĘƐŪĽƘŝɃɱƤĸĘɱƘĘŔİɘƍƐŪĊŔaĽŝĘđɱĸĘƐŪĘƘɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱ
ɢıƐĘaƤɱƘƤŪƐĽĘƘɣɱɒĽşɱLǊŪƤaƐđɥƘɱǄŪƐđƘɓɂɱĊĘŔĘĉƐaƤĽşıɱƤĸĘɱşĘĊĘƘƘaƐǊɱǃĽĊƤŪƐǊɱŪİɱĸĽƘƤŪƐǊɂɱ
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ZĽŝĉaƐđŪɥƘɱŪƐđĽşaƐǊɂɱbanal heroism, contrasts with the “banal-

ity of evil”, which is most revealed in the environment of totalitarian 

ŝaĊĸĽşĘƐǊɱɒĊİɁɱAƐĘşđƤɂɱǯǭǮǳɓɁɱIşɱĊŪşƤƐaƘƤɱƤŪɱƤĸĘɱɢşŪƐŝaŔĊǊɣɱŪİɱƘǊƘƤĘŝ-

atic betrayal, pretense and deception, the examples of “banal heroes” 

who behaved correctly and internally freely, despite the unfortunate 

consequences, are all the more radiant. In his book The Lucifer EffectɃɱ
Understanding How Good People Turn EvilɱɒǯǭǭǴɄɱĽşɱCǔĘĊĸɱƤƐaşƘŔaƤĽŪşɱ
ǯǭǮǱɓɂɱZĽŝĉaƐđŪɱŔĽƘƤƘɱfour attributes of heroismɃɱǮɁɱIƤɱŝƬƘƤɱĉĘɱǃŪŔƬşƤaƐǊɄɱ
ǯɁɱIƤɱŝƬƘƤɱĽşǃŪŔǃĘɱaɱƐĽƘőɱŪƐɱaɱƍŪƤĘşƤĽaŔɱƘaĊƐĽǞĊĘɄɱǰɁɱIƤɱŝƬƘƤɱĉĘɱaɱƘĘƐǃĽĊĘɱƤŪɱ
a person or people; 4. It must not include any secondary gain expected 

aƤɱƤĸĘɱƤĽŝĘɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱaĊƤɱɒĊİɁɱZĽŝĉaƐđŪɂɱǯǭǮǱɂɱƍɁɱǲǱǯɓɁɱHĘɱĊŪşƘĽđĘƐƘɱĊŪƬƐaıĘɱ
ɒĉƐaǃĘƐǊɱaşđɱƍĘƐƘĘǃĘƐaşĊĘɓɂɱŎƬƘƤĽĊĘɱɒǄĽƤĸɱƐĘƘƍĘĊƤɱƤŪɱƤĸĘɱŪƤĸĘƐƘɱaşđɱƤĸĘɱ
ǄĸŪŔĘɓɱaşđɱaɱƘĘşƘĘɱŪİɱƤƐaşƘĊĘşđĘşĊĘɱɒĸĽıĸĘƐɱŝŪƐaŔɱaşđɱƐĘŔĽıĽŪƬƘɱǃaŔ-
ƬĘƘɓɱƤŪɱĉĘɱƤĸĘɱĸĘƐŪɥƘɱĉaƘĽĊɱǃĽƐƤƬĘƘɁɱRĘƘĽƘƤĽşıɱĘǃĽŔɂɱĘƘƍĘĊĽaŔŔǊɱƘƤƐƬĊƤƬƐaŔɱ
ĘǃĽŔɱĽşɱƤĸĘɱƤŪƤaŔĽƤaƐĽaşɱđĘĸƬŝaşĽǔĽşıɱƘŪĊĽĘƤĽĘƘɂɱɢǄĘɱĊaƐĘɱaĉŪƬƤɱĸĘƐŪĽĊɱ
stories because they serve as powerful reminders that people are cap-

able of resisting evil, of not giving in to temptations, of rising above 

mediocrity, and of heeding the call to action and to service when oth-

ĘƐƘɱİaĽŔɱƤŪɱaĊƤɣɱɒIĉĽđɁɂɱƍɁɱǲǰǴɓɁ
In my contribution, I highlight the enduring personal virtuous 

ĸĘƐŪĽƘŝɂɱǄĸĽĊĸɱĽƘɱaɱĊŪşđĽƤĽŪşɱİŪƐɱƤĸĘɱƐĘaŔɱĊŪşƤĽşƬĽƤǊɱŪİɱĊĽǃĽŔĽǔaƤĽŪşɱĽşɱ
ƘŪĊĽĘƤǊɂɱĉƬƤɱaƤɱƤĸĘɱƘaŝĘɱƤĽŝĘɱĽƘɱɚɱĘŝĉŪđĽĘđɱĽşɱƘƍĘĊĽǞĊɱŔĽİĘɱƍaƤƤĘƐşƘɱɚɱaşɱ
inspiring model of moral education of students. The historical-educa-

tional text thus connects the current pedagogical challenges of char-

acter education and moral leadership of students with the sources of 

our own historical experience as a source of knowledge and inspiration.

On the other hand, the text helps to uncover parallel “small” cul-

ƤƬƐaŔɱĸĽƘƤŪƐǊɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱǯǭƤĸɱĊĘşƤƬƐǊɱǄĸĽĊĸɱĽŔŔƬƘƤƐaƤĘƘɱƤĸĘɱƬşŪİǞĊĽaŔɂɱaǃĘƐ-
ted lines of development and life of teachers in a totalitarian regime. 

AŔƤĸŪƬıĸɱƐađĽĊaŔɱƘŪĊĽaŔɱĸĽƘƤŪƐĽaşƘɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱƤĽŝĘɱƐĘŎĘĊƤĘđɱƤĸĘɱşaƐƐaƤĽŪşɱŪİɱ
ƘƤŪƐĽĘƘɱaƘɱaɱǄaǊɱƤŪɱŔĘıĽƤĽŝĽǔĘɱaşđɱŪǃĘƐĘƘƤĽŝaƤĘɱƤĸĘɱĽŝƍŪƐƤaşĊĘɱŪİɱıƐĘaƤɱ

forced the “footmen” to inadvertently and unintentionally become the “heroes 

ŪİɱĘǃĘƐǊđaǊɱŔĽİĘɣɁɱDĽƘƘĽđĘşƤƘɱŪİɱƤŪƤaŔĽƤaƐĽaşɱƐĘıĽŝĘƘɱǄĘƐĘɱİŪƐĊĘđɱƤŪɱĉĘĊŪŝĘɱŝŪƐaŔɱ
heroes, remaining true to their day.
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leaders at the expense of simple men and women, they later acknow-

ledged that a return to storytelling is necessary precisely because of 

ĸĽƘƤŪƐĽĊaŔɱĊŪǃĘƐaıĘɱŪİɱŪƐđĽşaƐǊɱƍĘŪƍŔĘɥƘɱŔĽǃĘƘɱɒĊİɁɱBƬƐőĘɂɱǯǭǮǮɂɱƍɁɱǮǲǱɓɱɚɱ
people of the “periphery” play a constitutive role in the formation of the 

ɢĊĘşƤĘƐɣɱŪİɱĸĽƘƤŪƐǊɱɒĊİɁɱĽĉĽđɁɂɱƍɁɱǴǮɓɁɱIɱĉaƘĘɱŝǊɱƤĸĘƘĽƘɱŪşɱƤĸĘɱƤĸĘŪƐĘƤĽĊaŔɱ
premise that it is not possible to faithfully capture the history of edu-

cation, schooling and the teaching situation in Slovakia in the time of 

the Stalinist political monolith without the descent to the micro-stories 

of socially “discarded” teachers. “Victim history” is an organic part of 

ĊŪşƤĘŝƍŪƐaƐǊɱĸĽƘƤŪƐĽŪıƐaƍĸǊɱɒĊİɁɱGĽşǔĉƬƐıɂɱǯǭǭǶɓɂɱĽşĊŔƬđĽşıɱƤĸĘɱĸĽƘ-

toriography of education, especially when it comes to examining the 

period in which the political system inevitably produced dissidents.

TĸĘɱaĽŝɱŪİɱŝǊɱƐĘƘĘaƐĊĸɱĽƘɱƤŪɱǞşđɱƤĸĘɱŪĊĊƬƐƐĘşĊĘɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱĽđĘşƤĽİǊĽşıɱ
features of the “everyday hero” in particular stories of teachers from 

ƤĸĘɱƤĽŝĘƘɱŪİɱƘŪĊĽaŔĽƘƤɱCǔĘĊĸŪƘŔŪǃaőĽaɂɱǄĽƤĸɱƤĸĘɱĸĘŔƍɱŪİɱşaƐƐaƤĽǃĘɱaşa-

ŔǊƘĽƘɁɱAİƤĘƐɱƍƐĘŔĽŝĽşaƐǊɱđĘƤĘƐŝĽşaƤĽŪşɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱĊŪşđĽƤĽŪşƘɱİŪƐɱđĘǞşĽşıɱ
the concept of “virtuous hero” (I am inclined to the four attributes 

ŪİɱĸĘƐŪĽƘŝɱaĊĊŪƐđĽşıɱƤŪɱPĸɁɱZĽŝĉaƐđŪɓɱɚɱĽşɱĊŪşƤƐaƘƤɱƤŪɱƤĸĘɱĊŪşĊĘƍƤɱŪİɱ
“collective heroism” of the ruling classϪ – I set two historical-educa-

ƤĽŪşaŔɱƐĘƘĘaƐĊĸɱƏƬĘƘƤĽŪşƘɃɱWĸaƤɱƘĽışƘɱŪİɱŝŪƐaŔɱĸĘƐŪĽƘŝɱaƐĘɱƐĘƍĘaƤĘđɱ

5ɱ SŔŪǃaőɱŪƐɱCǔĘĊĸɱƤĘƐŝɱɢĸƐđĽşaɣɱĊŪŝĘƘɱİƐŪŝɱƤĸĘɱPƐŪƤŪɘSŔaǃĽĊɱıƃrdƃɂɱɡıurd“, which 

ƘƬııĘƘƤƘɱĘǉƍƐĘƘƘĽŪşƘɱaƘɱĸĘaǃǊɂɱƘŔŪǄŔǊɱŝŪǃĽşıɂɱƍƐŪƬđɂɱđĽışĽǞĘđɁɱTĸĘɱLaƤĽşɱgurdus 

ɒĸĘaǃǊɓɱaŔƘŪɱĊŪŝĘƘɱİƐŪŝɱIşđŪɘEƬƐŪƍĘaşɱıɯɱɱĘƐɱɚɱɒĊİɁɱKƐáŔĽőɂɱǯǭǮǲɂɱƍɁɱǯǭǶɓɁɱTĸĘɱGƐĘĘőɱ
term ׂ֑֘֐ɱǄaƘɱaŔƘŪɱƐĘǡĘĊƤĘđɱĽşɱƤĸĘɱRƬƘƘĽaşɱŬŮŹŷŲ, geroj. In our linguistic cultural 

ĊŪşƤĘǉƤɂɱƤĸĽƘɱƤĘƐŝɱaĊƏƬĽƐĘƘɱaɱƘaƐĊaƘƤĽĊɂɱƍĘŎŪƐaƤĽǃĘɱĘǉƍƐĘƘƘĽŪşɱɚɱaɱıĘƐŪŎɱĽƘɱƘŪŝĘŪşĘɱ
who mechanically makes himself worthy of admiration. The ironic use of the ori-

ıĽşaŔŔǊɱRƬƘƘĽaşɱƤĘƐŝɱgeroj is a result of the violent overuse of this word, imported 

ĽşƤŪɱŪƬƐɱĊŪƬşƤƐĽĘƘɱđƬƐĽşıɱSŪǃĽĘƤɱĸĘıĘŝŪşǊɁɱTĸĘɱƤĘƐŝɱɢıĘƐŪŎƘƤǃŪɣɱɒĸĘƐŪĽƘŝɓɱĽƘɱaşɱ
ideological variant of normative heroism, used today with the symptom of irony. 

In the socialist narrative, existed also the concept of the “hero of everyday life”, 

but it did not refer to a character-moral individual, but to the anonymous “hero 

of socialist labor”, a man without autonomy, dissolved in the collective. Current 

ƘaƐĊaƘƤĽĊɱƬƘĘɱŪİɱŪƐĽıĽşaŔŔǊɱRƬƘƘĽaşɱǄŪƐđɱgeroj carries the experience of resistance 

to cultural dictation, which sought patheticism, but forced pathos arouses fear or 

ridicule, certainly not admiration.

u
ˆ
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in the stories of persecuted teachers in a totalitarian state? Is there 

aɱƤǊƍĽĊaŔɱĸĘƐŪĽĊɱĊĸaƐaĊƤĘƐĽƘƤĽĊɱŪİɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐƘɱƤĸaƤɱƤĸĘɱƐĘıĽŝĘɱĸaƘɱŪƘƤƐaĊĽǔĘđɈ
AƤɱƤĸĘɱĉĘıĽşşĽşıɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱĸĽƘƤŪƐĽŪıƐaƍĸĽĊaŔɱƍaƐƤɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱƘƤƬđǊɱIɲĽŔŔƬƘƤƐa-

ƤĘɂɱĸŪǄɱƤĸĘɱƐĘaŔĽƤǊɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱĊŪŝŝƬşĽƘƤɱƤŪƤaŔĽƤaƐĽaşɱƐĘıĽŝĘɱĽşɱCǔĘĊĸŪ-

slovakia demanded heroes – heroes of everyday life. The study conta-

ĽşƘɱaɲƐĘĊŪƐđɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱĽşđĽǃĽđƬaŔɱđĘƘƤĽşĽĘƘɱŪİɱƤĸƐĘĘɱɢŪƐđĽşaƐǊɣɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐƘɱ
who, in their personal and professional history, lived the mode of an 

ordinary hero, facing persecutions and shaping their lives in accor-

dance with their moral conviction that did not correspond with the 

demands of political dictate.

The choice of three stories is practically random, they are connec-

ted only by a similar experience of heroic enduring and facing persecu-

tion. In my study, protagonists act as representatives of the persecuted 

teacher status, i.e. the entire social group, which was manipulated by 

power and in many cases pushed not only out of education, but also 

out of the possibility of their professional and civic employment.ϫ In 

ƤĸĘɱǞşaŔɱƍaƐƤɂɱIɱĽđĘşƤĽİǊɱƘĘŔĘĊƤĘđɱİĘaƤƬƐĘƘɱŪİɱĘƤĸĽĊaŔɘĊĸaƐaĊƤĘƐĽaŔɱƬşđĘƐ-
standing of the hero in the stories mentioned. The attitudes of these 

protagonists are thus shown in a contrasting light to the publicly pro-

claimed and perverse “collective heroism” of the communist state.

ͺ There were a large number of analogous cases of persecuted teachers in Slovakia, 

but they have not yet been systematically processed historically. There is no cor-

pus of collected stories of teachers who had to face persecution during the com-

munist regime. The only review publication on this topic is PŪĸŪşɰşaɰƬČĽƤĘŖŪǃɂɰDŪɗ 
őƬŝĘşƤǊɰǔŔŪČĽşŪǃɰőŪŝƬşĽǔŝƬɰşaɰSŔŪǃĘşƘőƬɰǔǃɀɰǭɰ[Hunt for Teachers: Documents of the 

Crimes of Communism in Slovakia Vol. 1ɗɱĉǊɱJŪǔĘİɱJaşĘőɱɒǮǶǶǶɓɂɱǄĸĽĊĸɱĊŪşƤaĽşƘɱaɱŔĽƘƤɱ
ŪİɱaĉŪƬƤɱǰǲǭɱƍĘƐƘĘĊƬƤĘđɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐƘɱǄĽƤĸɱƘĸŪƐƤɱŝĘđaŔŔĽŪşƘɁɱIşɱƤĸĘɱĉŪŪőɂɱĸĘɱŝĘşƤĽŪşƘɱ
aɱƤŪƤaŔɱŪİɱǳǳǭɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐƘɱǄĸŪɱǄĘƐĘɱɢđĘƍƐĽǃĘđɱŪİɱĉƐĘađɣɱđƬƐĽşıɱƤŪƤaŔĽƤaƐĽaşĽƘŝɱɒJaşĘőɂɱ
ǮǶǶǶɂɱƍɁɱǮǳǰɓɁɱHŪǄĘǃĘƐɂɱĽƤɱđŪĘƘɱşŪƤɱƍƐŪǃĽđĘɱŝŪƐĘɱđĘƤaĽŔĘđɱƘƤŪƐĽĘƘɱƤŪɱƤĸĘɱĘǉƤĘşƤɱƤĸaƤɱ
the three stories in this article are listed.
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“Free” Teachers in Unfree Conditions: Three Examples 

of Heroism 

AİƤĘƐɱƤĸĘɱCŪŝŝƬşĽƘƤɱPaƐƤǊɥƘɱǃĽŪŔĘşƤɱƤaőĘŪǃĘƐɱĽşɱFĘĉƐƬaƐǊɱǮǶǱǵɱaşđɱ
the establishment of a totalitarian dictatorship, the representatives 

of the state were extremely interested in the consistent control of 

schools and educationϬ because in the spirit of the Marxist-Leninist 

doctrine, education should have been the instrument of mass ideo-

ŔŪıĽǔaƤĽŪşɱaşđɱđĽƘĊĽƍŔĽşĘɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱƍŪƍƬŔaƤĽŪşɱɒĊİɁɱOŔĘŎşĿőɂɱǯǭǮǵɓɁɱTĸĘɱ
regime included teachers among closely monitored social groups and 

considered their ideological education to be one of the most import-

aşƤɱƤaƘőƘɱɒĊİɁɱŽaƤőƬŔĽaőɂɱǮǶǶǳɂɱƍɁɱǴǴɓɁɱ
PĘƐƘŪşaŔɱƘƤŪƐĽĘƘɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱƍĘƐƘĘĊƬƤĘđɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐƘɱĽşɱSŔŪǃaőĽaɱĸaǃĘɱşŪƤɱĉĘĘşɱ

systematically processed yet. Nation’s Memory Institute in Bratislava 

ƐĘĊĘşƤŔǊɱĘƘƤaĉŔĽƘĸĘđɱƤĸĘɱRĘƘĘaƐĊĸɱCĘşƤĘƐɱİŪƐɱƤĸĘɱPĘƐĽŪđɱŪİɱNŪşɘFƐĘĘđŪŝɂɱ
ǄĸĽĊĸɱaŔƘŪɱĽşĊŔƬđĘƘɱƤĸĘɱDĘƍaƐƤŝĘşƤɱŪİɱAƬđĽŪǃĽƘƬaŔɱWŪƐőƘɱɒİŪƐŝĘƐɱOƐaŔɱ
ĸĽƘƤŪƐǊɓɂɱǄĸĽĊĸɱŝaşaıĘƘɱƐĘĊŪƐđƘɱŪİɱƍĘŪƍŔĘɱƍĘƐƘĘĊƬƤĘđɱĉǊɱƤĸĘɱĊŪŝŝƬş-

ist regime. There is no special category of persecuted teachers among 

ƤĸĘɱƘƤaƤĘŝĘşƤƘɁɱAŝŪşıɱƤĸĘɱƍƬĉŔĽƘĸĘđɱƤĘƘƤĽŝŪşĽĘƘɂɱŪşŔǊɱƤǄŪɱĊŪşĊĘƐşɱ
ƤĘaĊĸĘƐƘɱɒJáşɱGŪČɱaşđɱFƐaşƤĽƛĘőɱMaşĿőɂɱĊİɁɱÚPNɂɱWĽƤşĘƘƘĘƘɱİƐŪŝɱƤĸĘɱ
ƍĘƐĽŪđɱŪİɱşŪşɘİƐĘĘđŪŝɓɁɱTĸĘɱƍƬĉŔĽĊaƤĽŪşɱŪİɱJŪǔĘİɱJaşĘőɱɒǮǶǶǶɓɱĽƘɱƐĘŔaƤ-
ĽǃĘŔǊɱƐĽĊĸɱĽşɱƍĘƐƘŪşaŔɱŝĘŝŪƐĽĘƘɱaşđɱƘƤŪƐĽĘƘɱŪİɱƍĘƐƘĘĊƬƤĘđɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐƘɁɱHĘɱ
ĉƐĽĘǡǊɱǄƐŪƤĘɱaşđɱĽşĊŔƬđĘđɱĽşɱĸĽƘɱƘƤƬđǊɱaɱşƬŝĉĘƐɱŪİɱƤĸĘƘĘɱĊaƘĘƘɂɱĉaƘĘđɱ
on a call he published in the newspaper Slovenský denník, UČĽƤĘŖƘőęɰşŪǃ-

iny, Katolícke novinyɱɒĸĘɱƐĘĊĘĽǃĘđɱǰǲǭɱŔĘƤƤĘƐƘɓɁɱTĸĘɱĘǉƍĘƐĽĘşĊĘɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱ
persecuted teachers can be expressed by the synthetic statement of 

ŪşĘɱŪİɱƤĸĘŝɂɱƤĸĘɱǄƐĽƤĘƐɱOşđƐĘŎɱCĸƬđŪĉaɃɱɢIɱĸađɱƤŪɱŔĘaǃĘɱƤĸĘɱƤĘaĊĸĽşıɱ

ͻɱ EƘƍĘĊĽaŔŔǊɱƘŪŝĘɱǊĘaƐƘɱɒǮǶǱǵɂɱǮǶǲǳɂɱǮǶǳǶɓɱĉĘĊaŝĘɱŝĽŔĘƘƤŪşĘƘɂɱİŪŔŔŪǄĘđɱĉǊɱǄaǃĘƘɱ
ŪİɱĽşĊƐĘaƘĘđɱƘaşĊƤĽŪşƘɱİŪƐɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐƘɃɱƤĸĘɱǞƐƘƤɱǄaǃĘɱɒǮǶǱǵɚǮǶǲǯɓɱŪĊĊƬƐƐĘđɱĽŝŝĘđĽ-
aƤĘŔǊɱaİƤĘƐɱƤĸĘɱĊŪŝŝƬşĽƘƤƘɱƘĘĽǔĘđɱƤĸĘɱƘƤaƤĘɂɱƤĸĘɱƘĘĊŪşđɱǄaǃĘɱɒǮǶǲǳɚǮǶǳǯɓɱĊaŝĘɱ
aİƤĘƐɱƤĸĘɱđĘaƤĸɱŪİɱJɁɱVɁɱSƤaŔĽşɱaşđɱKɁɱGŪƤƤǄaŔđɱaşđɱaİƤĘƐɱƘƬƍƍƐĘƘƘĽŪşɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱHƬş-

ıaƐĽaşɱƬƍƐĽƘĽşıɱaşđɱƤĸĘɱƤĸĽƐđɱǄaǃĘɱɒǮǶǳǶɚǮǶǴǰɓɱŪİɱƍĘƐƘĘĊƬƤĽŪşƘɱİŪŔŔŪǄĘđɱƤĸĘɱǃĽ-
ŪŔĘşƤɱĘşđɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱƘŪɘĊaŔŔĘđɱɢPƐaıƬĘɱSƍƐĽşıɣɂɱƤĸĘɱaƐƐĽǃaŔɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱŪĊĊƬƍǊĽşıɱİŪƐĊĘƘɱŪİɱ
ƤĸĘɱWaƐƘaǄɱPaĊƤɱaşđɱƤĸĘɱŪşƘĘƤɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱƘŪɘĊaŔŔĘđɱşŪƐŝaŔĽǔaƤĽŪşɱɒĊİɁɱŽaƤőƬŔĽaőɂɱǯǭǭǮɂɱ
ƍɁɱǳǲǲɓɁɱHŪǄĘǃĘƐɂɱƤĸĘɱƘƤƐĽĊƤɱƘƬƐǃĘĽŔŔaşĊĘɱaşđɱƍĘƐƘĘĊƬƤĽŪşɱŪİɱĘđƬĊaƤŪƐƘɂɱĘƘƍĘĊĽaŔŔǊɱ
for religious and political reasons, lasted throughout the whole totalitarian period. 
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occupation because, almost simultaneously with my teaching quali-

ǞĊaƤĽŪşɂɱIɱŪĉƤaĽşĘđɱƤĸĘɱđƐĘađĘđɱɤĊŔaƘƘɱĘşĘŝǊɥɱƏƬaŔĽǞĊaƤĽŪşɁɱMǊɱİaŝĽŔǊɱ
aşđɱIɱǄĘƐĘɱaİİĘĊƤĘđɱĉǊɱƤĸĘɱƐĘƍƐĘƘƘĽŪşɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱǮǶǲǭƘɁɱHŪǄĘǃĘƐɂɱĽƤɱǄaƘɱşŪƤɱ
an extraordinary or atypical story. Thousands of such unhappy stories 

took place at that time and their trauma is still growing in the memor-

ies of those born earlier. Needless to say, I do not need to describe the 

details, it is enough to mention that one day I became an exile and 

sometimes even a homeless person, until later I was helped by my par-

ĘşƤƘɘĽşɘŔaǄɱƐŪŪİɅɣɱɒJaşĘőɂɱǮǶǶǶɂɱƍɁɱǲǶɓɁ
IşɱŝǊɱĊŪşƤƐĽĉƬƤĽŪşɂɱIɱƍƐĘƘĘşƤɱƤĸƐĘĘɱƘƍĘĊĽǞĊɱĊaƘĘƘɱĽşɱǄĸĽĊĸɱƤĸĘɱĸĘƐ-

oes of upbringing and education appear in a struggle with the com-

ŝƬşĽƘƤɱƍŪǄĘƐɱŪİɱƤŪƤaŔĽƤaƐĽaşɱCǔĘĊĸŪƘŔŪǃaőĽaϭɁɱIİɱǄĘɱđĘǞşĘɱaɱɢĊĸaƐaĊƤĘƐɱ
hero” above as a banal, hidden, or everyday hero, with certain attrib-

ƬƤĘƘɱŪİɱĸĘƐŪĽƘŝɱɒĊİɁɱZĽŝĉaƐđŪɓɂɱǄĘɱĊŪƬŔđɱĊŪşƘĽđĘƐɱaƘɱĸĘƐŪĘƘɱĸƬşđƐĘđƘɂɱ
ƤĸŪƬƘaşđƘɱŪİɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐƘɱǄĸŪɂɱĽşɱaɱƘĽƤƬaƤĽŪşɱŪİɱŔĽİĘɱđĽŔĘŝŝaɱɒƤŪɱƘƬĉŎĘĊƤɱ
to violent pressure from the regime and to collaborateϮ versus main-

tain self-esteem and endure the ensuing social and economic repres-

ƘĽŪşɓɱđĘĊĽđĘđɱİŪƐɱƍĘƐƘŪşaŔɱĽşƤĘıƐĽƤǊɱaşđɂɱaƘɱaɱƐĘƘƬŔƤɂɱİaĊĘđɱƍĘƐƘĘĊƬƤĽŪşɁɱ
FƐŪŝɱƤĸĽƘɱşƬŝĉĘƐɱɚɱĽşɱƐĘƍƐĘƘĘşƤaƤĽŪşɂɱaƘɱaɱpars pro toto – I choose three 

microhistorical stories, on which I document the heroic features of per-

secuted educators. Three cases are representative in relation to a num-

ĉĘƐɱŪİɱƘĽŝĽŔaƐɱŪşĘƘɱɒĊİɁɱİŪŪƤşŪƤĘɱǳɓɁɱIɱđƐaǄɱƤĸĘɱǞƐƘƤɱƤǄŪɱİƐŪŝɱƤĸĘɱǄŪƐőɱ

ͼɱ HĘƐĘɱǄĘɱǄĽŔŔɱİŪĊƬƘɱŝaĽşŔǊɱŪşɱƤĸĘɱƍĘƐĽŪđɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱǮǶǲǭƘɂɱđƬƐĽşıɱǄĸĽĊĸɱƤĸĘɱɢƍƬƐıĘƘɣɱ
were the cruelest and most massive among teachers. In the name of the “class 

ƘƤƐƬııŔĘɣɂɱİŪƐŝĘƐɱŪİǞĊĽaŔƘɱƘŪŝĘĸŪǄɱĊŪşşĘĊƤĘđɱƤŪɱƤĸĘɱǄaƐɱHŔĽşőaɱSŔŪǃaőɱFŪŔőɱ
PaƐƤǊɥƘɱıŪǃĘƐşŝĘşƤɱǄĘƐĘɱĉĘĽşıɱƐĘŝŪǃĘđɱİƐŪŝɱƘĊĸŪŪŔƘɂɱaƘɱǄĘŔŔɱaƘɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐƘɱƐĘƍƐĘƘ-

ĘşƤĽşıɱƤĸĘɱƍŪƘƤɘǄaƐɱDĘŝŪĊƐaƤĽĊɱPaƐƤǊɂɱĘǃĘşɱĘǉƍŪşĘşƤƘɱŪİɱƘŪĊĽaŔɱđĘŝŪĊƐaĊǊɁɱTĸĘɱ
ŝŪƘƤɱĊŪŝŝŪşɱƐĘaƘŪşɱİŪƐɱƍĘƐƘĘĊƬƤĽŪşɱǄaƘɱƤĸĘɱaĊƤĽǃĘɱaİǞŔĽaƤĽŪşɱŪİɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐƘɱƤŪɱƤĸĘɱ
church and to religion. 

ͽɱ MaşǊɱĘđƬĊaƤŪƐƘɂɱaƘɱĊĽǃĽŔɱĘŝƍŔŪǊĘĘƘɱĘǉĽƘƤĘşƤĽaŔŔǊɱđĘƍĘşđĘşƤɱŪşɱƘƤaƤĘɱƍŪǄĘƐɂɱŎŪĽşĘđɱ
ƤĸĘɱCŪŝŝƬşĽƘƤɱPaƐƤǊɱđƬƐĽşıɱǮǶǱǵɱɒƤĸĘĽƐɱşƬŝĉĘƐɱŝŪƐĘɱƤĸaşɱƤƐĽƍŔĘđɓɂɱƘŪŝĘɱŪƬƤɱŪİɱ
conviction, but mostly out of danger, most teachers cooperated with the regime, 

albeit by force, relatively a small number of teachers fell into the group of those 

ǄĸŪɱƐĘƘĽƘƤĘđɱaşđɱƘƬİİĘƐĘđɱƘĘǃĘƐĘɱĊŪşƘĘƏƬĘşĊĘƘɱɒĊİɁɱŽaƤőƬŔĽaőɂɱǮǶǶǳɂɱƍɁɱǴǵɱĘƤɱƘĘƏɁɓɁɱ
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ŪİɱIǃaşaɱVĽƛŢŪǃƘőáɱɒǯǭǮǲɓɂɱƤĸĘɱƤĸĽƐđɱIɱđŪĊƬŝĘşƤĘđɱĽşɱƍĘƐƘŪşɂɱǄĽƤĸɱƤĸĘɱ
help of archival research and interviews with participants.

Vilma Dovalová (1905–1997)

PĘƐƘĘĊƬƤĽŪşƘɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱǲǭƘɱaƤɱƤĸĘɱŔĘǃĘŔɱŪİɱĘǉĘŝƍŔaƐǊɱƤƐĽaŔƘɱđĽđɱşŪƤɱĘƘĊaƍĘɱ
teachers either. The most pointed out of this was the trial of the con-

ƤƐŪǃĘƐƘĽaŔɱMŪƐaǃĽaşɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐɱJŪƘĘİɱVáǃƐaɘSƤaƒĿőɂɱǄĸĽĊĸɱĘşđĘđɱǄĽƤĸɱƤĸĘɱ
ĘǉĘĊƬƤĽŪşɱŪşɱǯǳƤĸɱAƬıƬƘƤɱǮǶǲǰɱɒĊİɁɱKaƍŔaşɱʯɱPaŔĘČĘőɱĽşɱVĽƛŢŪǃƘőáɂɱǯǭǮǲɂɱ
ƍɁɱǮǴǵɓɁɱOƤĸĘƐɱƍŪŔĽƤĽĊaŔɱƤƐĽaŔƘɱǄĽƤĸɱĘđƬĊaƤŪƐƘɱđĽđɱşŪƤɱĸaǃĘɱİaƤaŔɱĊŪş-

clusions but caused lifelong trauma to the victims and their relatives 

anyway. The purpose of the processes was, in particular, to intimid-

ate the teacher status, to warn other teachers to put themselves fully 

and unreservedly at the service of the regimeϦϥ. This was also the case 

ǄĽƤĸɱVĽŔŝaɱDŪǃaŔŪǃáɁɱDƬƐĽşıɱƤĸĘɱƐĘĊŪşƘƤƐƬĊƤĽŪşɱŪİɱĸĘƐɱƘƤŪƐǊɂɱIǃaşaɱ
VĽƛŢŪǃƘőáɱđƐĘǄɱŪşɱĽşƤĘƐǃĽĘǄƘɱǄĽƤĸɱƐĘŔaƤĽǃĘƘɱaşđɱİƐĽĘşđƘɱŪİɱDŪǃaŔŪǃáɱ
and from archival documents.

VĽŔŝaɂɱĉŪƐşɱIıaǔŪǃáɱɒĉŪƐşɱŪşɱǯǭƤĸɱDĘĊĘŝĉĘƐɱǮǶǭǲɱĽşɱBĽƘőƬƍĽĊĘɂɱ
şĘaƐɱBáşŪǃĊĘɱşađɱBĘĉƐaǃŪƬɓɱĊaŝĘɱİƐŪŝɱaɱƘĽŝƍŔĘɱƍĘaƘaşƤɱİaŝĽŔǊɂɱaİƤĘƐɱ
ıƐađƬaƤĽşıɱİƐŪŝɱaɱĊĽƤǊɱƘĊĸŪŪŔɱĽşɱBáşŪǃĊĘɂɱƘĸĘɱıƐađƬaƤĘđɱİƐŪŝɱƤĸĘɱ
ƤĘaĊĸĘƐɥƘɱĽşƘƤĽƤƬƤĘɱĽşɱBƐaƤĽƘŔaǃaɱĽşɱǮǶǯǲɁɱSĸĘɱŝaƐƐĽĘđɱJáşɱDŪǃaŔɂɱƤĸĘǊɱ
ĸađɱƤǄŪɱĊĸĽŔđƐĘşɱƤŪıĘƤĸĘƐɁɱAƤɱǞƐƘƤɂɱƘĸĘɱǄŪƐőĘđɱaƤɱƤĸĘɱSƤaƤĘɱFŪŔőɱSĊĸŪŪŔɱ
ĽşɱŠƐŪĉáƐŪǃáɱşĘaƐɱKŪŝáƐşŪɂɱǄĸĘƐĘɱĸĘƐɱĸƬƘĉaşđɱǄŪƐőĘđɱaƘɱaɱĸĘađŝaƘ-

ƤĘƐɂɱİƐŪŝɱƤĸĘɱĉĘıĽşşĽşıɱŪİɱǮǶǰǵɱĉŪƤĸɱǄĘƐĘɱƤƐaşƘİĘƐƐĘđɱƤŪɱƤĸĘɱFŪŔőɱSĊĸŪŪŔɱ
ĽşɱDŪŔşęɱDƐǖőŪǃĊĘɂɱǄĸĘƐĘɱĸĘƐɱĸƬƘĉaşđɱaıaĽşɱĸĘŔđɱƤĸĘɱƍŪƘĽƤĽŪşɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱ
ĸĘađŝaƘƤĘƐɁɱTĸĘɱŔŪĊaŔƘɱŔĽőĘđɱƤĸĘɱDŪǃaŔɱİaŝĽŔǊɂɱƤĸĘɱƘƤƬđĘşƤƘɱƐĘŝĘŝ-

ber Vilma as strict, pedantic but kind. The school inspection in 1949 

͵ʹ Teachers were under constant pressure from the political authorities, their de-

mands for indoctrination curricular, extracurricular, political and educational 

activities escalated, whereas the regime abused them – as “bearers of state ideo-

ŔŪıǊɣɱɚɱİŪƐɱĽƤƘɱŪǄşɱƍƬƐƍŪƘĘƘɂɱƬşđĘƐɱƤĸĘɱƤĸƐĘaƤɱŪİɱǃaƐĽŪƬƘɱƍƬşĽƘĸŝĘşƤƘɁɱDƬƐĽşıɱƤĸĘɱ
ǞƐƘƤɱǄaǃĘɂɱĘɁıɁɱƤĸĘɱşƬŝĉĘƐɱŪİɱƍƐŪİĘƘƘŪƐƘɱaşđɱaƘƘŪĊĽaƤĘɱƍƐŪİĘƘƘŪƐƘɱaƤɱƬşĽǃĘƐƘĽƤĽĘƘɱĽşɱ
ƤĸĘɱCǔĘĊĸŪƘŔŪǃaőɱRĘƍƬĉŔĽĊɱđĘĊƐĘaƘĘđɱİƐŪŝɱǮɂǱǰǭɱƤŪɱǵǵǴɂɱaĉŪƬƤɱǲʨɱŪİɱaŔŔɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐƘɱ
ǄĘƐĘɱđĽƘŝĽƘƘĘđɱİƐŪŝɱĘđƬĊaƤĽŪşɱaşđɱŝŪƐĘɱƤĸaşɱǳɂǰǭǭɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐƘɱŪİɱşaƤĽŪşaŔɱƘĊĸŪŪŔƘɱ
ǄĘƐĘɱƤƐaşƘİĘƐƐĘđɱƤŪɱŪƤĸĘƐɱǄŪƐőƍŔaĊĘƘɱđƬĘɱƤŪɱƘaşĊƤĽŪşɱƐĘaƘŪşƘɱɒKaƍŔaşɱĽşɱŽaƤőƬŔĽaőɂɱ
ǮǶǶǳɂɱƍɁɱǵǭɱaşđɱǵǴɓɁɱ
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ĘǃaŔƬaƤĘđɱĸĘƐɱaƘɱĊaƍaĉŔĘɂɱƏƬaŔĽǞĘđɱaşđɱƤƐƬƘƤǄŪƐƤĸǊɂɱƘŪɱƘĸĘɱĘaƘĽŔǊɱƍaƘƘĘđɱ
the inspections in 1945, also in 1949, she even became the headmaster 

of the school. It can be assumed that she was ideologically satisfact-

ŪƐǊɱaƘɱǄĘŔŔɂɱaŔƤĸŪƬıĸɱƘĸĘɱşĘǃĘƐɱĸĽđɱĸĘƐɱCaƤĸŪŔĽĊɱaİǞŔĽaƤĽŪşɁ
TĸĘɱƘĊĸŪŪŔɱǊĘaƐɱǮǶǱǶɎǲǭɱǄaƘɱİaƤaŔɱİŪƐɱĸĘƐɁɱAŔƐĘađǊɱĽşɱSĘƍƤĘŝĉĘƐɂɱaƤɱ

the order of the state, the praying at the school in the Catholic spirit 

ǄaƘɱİŪƐĉĽđđĘşɱaşđɱƤĸĘɱƘŪɘĊaŔŔĘđɱƬşĽǞĘđɱƍƐaǊĘƐɱǄaƘɱĘƘƤaĉŔĽƘĸĘđɂɱǄĸĽĊĸɱ
DŪǃaŔŪǃáɱƐĘŔƬĊƤaşƤŔǊɱaĊĊĘƍƤĘđɱĉƬƤɱĊŪŝƍŔĽĘđɱǄĽƤĸɱƤĸĘɱĽşƘƤƐƬĊƤĽŪşɁɱIşɱ
October, she warned some boys at school who had longer hair to be 

cut several times and she asked their parents to do so as well. When 

they disobeyed it, she entangled red ribbons into their hair as a sign 

ŪİɱǄaƐşĽşıɱaşđɱƐĽđĽĊƬŔĘɁɱPaƐĘşƤƘɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱƍƬƍĽŔɱŠƤĘİaşɱVĘŖőǋɂɱǄĸŪɱƘƬƍ-

ƍŪƐƤĘđɱƤĸĘɱCŪŝŝƬşĽƘƤɱPaƐƤǊɱĽşɱƤĸĘɱǃĽŔŔaıĘɂɱĊaŝĘɱǄĽƤĸɱƤĸĘɱaĊĊƬƘaƤĽŪşɱ
that she had ridiculed their son but what was worse, she allegedly 

ǄaşƤĘđɱƤŪɱƐĽđĽĊƬŔĘɱƤĸĘɱCŪŝŝƬşĽƘƤɱPaƐƤǊɱɒǄĸŪƘĘɱƘǊŝĉŪŔɱǄaƘɱƐĘđɱĊŪŔ-
ŪƬƐɓɁɱTĸĘɱƘĊĸŪŪŔɱĽşƘƍĘĊƤŪƐɂɱƐĘĊĘşƤŔǊɱaƍƍŪĽşƤĘđɱaşđɱĊŪŝĽşıɱİƐŪŝɱƤĸĘĽƐɱ
village, probably instructed the other communist parents to report the 

aĊƤĽŪşƘɱŪİɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐɱDŪǃaŔŪǃáɱaƘɱaşƤĽɘƘƤaƤĘɁ
OşɱNŪǃĘŝĉĘƐɱǯǵɂɱǮǶǱǶɂɱƘĸĘɱǄaƘɱĽşđĽĊƤĘđɱĉǊɱƤĸĘɱDĽƘƤƐĽĊƤɱPƐŪƘĘĊ-

ƬƤŪƐɥƘɱOİǞĊĘɱĽşɱBáşŪǃĊĘɱşađɱBĘĉƐaǃŪƬɂɱŪşɱJaşƬaƐǊɱǮǳɂɱǮǶǲǭɂɱƘĸĘɱǄaƘɱ
ƤaőĘşɱĽşƤŪɱĊƬƘƤŪđǊɱĉǊɱƤĸĘɱRĘıĽŪşaŔɱCŪƬƐƤɱĽşɱNĽƤƐaɁɱSĸĘɱǄaƘɱaĊĊƬƘĘđɱŪİɱ
a double offense of spreading an alarm message, of a crime of sabot-

age, of participating in the offense of outrage against the republic, of 

aşɱŪİİĘşƘĘɱŪİɱđĘİaŝĽşıɱƤĸĘɱƐĘƍƬĉŔĽĊɂɱaşđɱǞşaŔŔǊɱŪİɱaşɱŪİİĘşƘĘɱŪİɱđĘİaŝ-

ing the allied state. She was to commit a double offense by express-

ing dissatisfaction with the ban on cross prayer at school after mass 

in front of the church and by saying to pupils at school, “Children, we 

must not pray or cross pray at school, we are forbidden to do so”. The 

outrage against the republic was to be committed by having the pupils’ 

hair cut and tied with red paper ribbons around their heads and led 

them around school in derision, knowing that they were the children 

ŪİɱŔŪĊaŔɱĊŪŝŝƬşĽƘƤƘɁɱAĊĊŪƐđĽşıɱƤŪɱƤĸĘɱaĊĊƬƘaƤĽŪşɂɱƘĸĘɱǄaƘɱƤŪɱƤaőĘɱƤĸĘɱ
ƐĽĉĉŪşƘɱİƐŪŝɱƤĸĘɱƍaĽşƤĽşıƘɱŪİɱKɁɱGŪƤƤǄaŔđɱaşđɱƍƐŪĉaĉŔǊɱaŔƘŪɱVɁɱIɁɱSƤaŔĽşɂɱ
ǄĽƤĸɱǄĸĽĊĸɱƤĸĘɱƍaĽşƤĽşıƘɱǄĘƐĘɱđĘĊŪƐaƤĘđɁɱHŪǄĘǃĘƐɂɱǄĽƤşĘƘƘĘƘɱƤŪŔđɱ
ƤĸĘɱƐĘƘĘaƐĊĸĘƐɱVĽƛŢŪǃƘőáɱƤĸaƤɱƤĸĘɱĽşĊĽđĘşƤɱđĽđɱşŪƤɱƤaőĘɱƍŔaĊĘɱƤĸĽƘɱǄaǊɱ
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and that she should have taken the ribbons from her own supplies. 

HƬƘĉaşđɱDŪǃaŔɱƘĘşƤɱŔĘƤƤĘƐƘɱƤŪɱƤĸĘɱƍƬĉŔĽĊɱƍƐŪƘĘĊƬƤŪƐɥƘɱŪİǞĊĘɂɱaƘɱǄĘŔŔɱaƘɱ
ƘĘǃĘƐaŔɱƐĘƏƬĘƘƤƘɱİŪƐɱƍaƐđŪşɂɱđĽƐĘĊƤŔǊɱƤŪɱPƐĘƘĽđĘşƤɱGŪƤƤǄaŔđɱĉƬƤɱǄĽƤĸŪƬƤɱ
aşɱaşƘǄĘƐɁɱOşɱJƬşĘɱǳɂɱǮǶǲǭɂɱDŪǃaŔŪǃáɱǄaƘɱİŪƬşđɱıƬĽŔƤǊɱĉǊɱaɱĊŪƬƐƤɱǃĘƐđĽĊƤɱ
ŪİɱaŔŔɱƤĸĘɱaĊƤƘɱaƤƤƐĽĉƬƤĘđɱƤŪɱĸĘƐɱĽşɱƤĸĘɱaĊĊƬƘaƤĽŪşɁɱHŪǄĘǃĘƐɂɱDŪǃaŔŪǃáɱ
constantly claimed that her act was not politically motivated. Vilma 

DŪǃaŔŪǃáɱǄaƘɱƘĘşƤĘşĊĘđɱƤŪɱǴɱǊĘaƐƘɱaşđɱǵɱŝŪşƤĸƘɱĽşɱƍƐĽƘŪşɱaşđɱƤŪɱaɱƘĘĊ-

ŪşđaƐǊɱƘĘşƤĘşĊĘɱŪİɱŔŪƘƘɱŪİɱĸŪşŪƐaƐǊɱĊĽǃĽŔɱƐĽıĸƤƘɂɱƘĸĘɱǄaƘɱaŔƘŪɱǞşĘđɱCSKɱ
ɒCǔĘĊĸŪƘŔŪǃaőɱĊƐŪǄşƘɓɱǱǭɂǭǭǭɂɱĽşɱĊaƘĘɱŪİɱƬşĘşİŪƐĊĘaĉĽŔĽƤǊɱaşŪƤĸĘƐɱ
ǱɱŝŪşƤĸƘɱĽşɱƍƐĽƘŪşɱaşđɱĊŪşǞƘĊaƤĽŪşɱŪİɱĸaŔİɱŪİɱĸĘƐɱƍƐŪƍĘƐƤǊɁɱTĸĘɱĊŪşǃĽĊ-

ƤĽŪşɱaŔƘŪɱĊŪşƤaĽşĘđɱƤĸĘɱİŪŔŔŪǄĽşıɱƐĘaƘŪşĽşıɃɱɢEđƬĊaƤĽŪşaŔɱǄŪƐőɱĽƘɱŪşĘɱ
ŪİɱƤĸĘɱŝŪƘƤɱđĽİǞĊƬŔƤɱaşđɱƐĘƘƍŪşƘĽĉŔĘɂɱĘƘƍĘĊĽaŔŔǊɱĽşɱƤĸĘɱƤĽŝĘɱŪİɱĉƬĽŔđĽşıɱ
socialism in our people’s democratic state. […] The state hands over 

great values to the hands of teachers in the person of school children. 

ɖɅɗɱTŪđaǊɂɱƤĸĘɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐɱŝƬƘƤɱĉĘɱƤĸĘɱǞƐƘƤɱĉƬĽŔđĘƐɱŪİɱaɱƘŪĊĽaŔĽƘƤɱƘŪĊĽĘƤǊɁɱ
When we ask ourselves whether the defendants performed their civic 

duties as teachers, we get an overwhelmingly negative answer. They 

did not perform their duties as required by the teacher of our pride – 

ƤĸĘɱƬşĽǞĘđɱƍƬĉŔĽĊɱƘĊĸŪŪŔɁɱIşɱİaĊƤɂɱƤĸĘǊɱĉĘĊaŝĘɱƬşǄŪƐƤĸǊɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱƤƐƬƘƤɱ
of the working class, which entrusted them with their treasures – the 

ĊĸĽŔđƐĘşɁɱHŪǄɱƤĸĘǊɱĊŪƬŔđɱƍƐŪĊŔaĽŝɱđĽƘĊĽƍŔĽşĘɱǄĸĘşɱƤĸĘǊɱƤĸĘŝƘĘŔǃĘƘɱ
were disrupting that discipline. […] Let the activity of the defendants 

be a deterrent to how a good educator should not continue. Let this 

ĊaƘĘɱĉĘɱaƤɱƤĸĘɱƘaŝĘɱƤĽŝĘɱaɱŔĘƘƘŪşɱİŪƐɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐƘɱǄŪƐőĽşıɱĽşɱŪƬƐɱƬşĽǞĘđɱ
ƘĊĸŪŪŔƘɱɖɅɗɣɱɒVĽƛŢŪǃƘőáɂɱǯǭǮǲɂɱƍɁɱǮǶǴɓɁɱDŪǃaŔŪǃáɱƘĘƐǃĘđɱĸĘƐɱƘĘşƤĘşĊĘɱĽşɱ
ƤĸĘɱIŔaǃaɱƍƐĽƘŪşɁɱAİƤĘƐɱĉĘĽşıɱaƍƍĘaŔĘđɱƤŪɱƤĸĘɱSƬƍƐĘŝĘɱCŪƬƐƤɂɱĸĘƐɱƘĘş-

ƤĘşĊĘɱǄaƘɱƐĘđƬĊĘđɱƤŪɱƤǄŪɱǊĘaƐƘɱĽŝƍƐĽƘŪşŝĘşƤɂɱaɱǞşĘɱŪİɱCSKɱǮǭɂǭǭǭɱaşđɱ
ƤĸĘɱŔŪƘƘɱŪİɱĸŪşŪƐaƐǊɱĊĽǃĽŔɱƐĽıĸƤƘɱƤŪɱǞǃĘɱǊĘaƐƘɁɱSĸĘɱǄŪƐőĘđɱaƘɱaɱƤaĽŔŪƐɱĽşɱ
ƍƐĽƘŪşɁɱSĸĘɱǄaƘɱƐĘŔĘaƘĘđɱŪşɱJaşƬaƐǊɱǮǴɂɱǮǶǲǯɁ

TĸĘɱǞşĘɱaşđɱƐĘĽŝĉƬƐƘĘŝĘşƤɱŪİɱĊŪƘƤƘɱǄĘƐĘɱaɱŔĽƏƬĽđaƤĽŪşɱİŪƐɱƤĸĘɱ
İaŝĽŔǊɁɱAİƤĘƐɱĸĘƐɱƐĘŔĘaƘĘɂɱDŪǃaŔŪǃáɱđĽđɱşŪƤɱƐĘƤƬƐşɱƤŪɱDŪŔşęɱDƐǖőŪǃĊĘɂɱ
ƘĸĘɱƐĘƤƬƐşĘđɱƤŪɱĊĸĽŔđƐĘşɱaşđɱĸĘƐɱĸƬƘĉaşđɱĽşɱNŪǃęɱZáŝőǊɁɱSĸĘɱǄaƘɱşŪɱ
longer allowed to do pedagogical work, and due to her poor health, 

ƘĸĘɱƐĘŝaĽşĘđɱaɱɢĸŪƬƘĘǄĽİĘɣɁɱHĘƐɱĸƬƘĉaşđɱĘǃĘşɱŎŪĽşĘđɱƤĸĘɱKSSɱɒCŪŝ-

ŝƬşĽƘƤɱPaƐƤǊɱŪİɱSŔŪǃaőĽaɓɂɱaŔĉĘĽƤɱİŪƐɱĘǉĽƘƤĘşƤĽaŔɱƐĘaƘŪşƘɂɱƘŪɱƤĸaƤɱƤĸĘĽƐɱ
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đaƬıĸƤĘƐɱHĽŔđaɱĊŪƬŔđɱĸaǃĘɱƘƤƬđĽĘđɱaƤɱƬşĽǃĘƐƘĽƤǊɱđĘƘƍĽƤĘɱĸĘƐɱŝŪƤĸĘƐɥƘɱ
ƍŪŪƐɱƘƤaİİɱƍƐŪǞŔĘɁɱVĽŔŝaɱŔaƤĘƐɱŔĽǃĘđɱŪşŔǊɱİƐŪŝɱƐĘƤĽƐĘŝĘşƤɱŪİɱĸĘƐɱĸƬƘ-

ĉaşđɂɱǄĸŪɱđĽĘđɱĽşɱǮǶǳǭɱaşđɱƘĸĘɱƍƐĽǃaƤĘŔǊɱƤƬƤŪƐĘđɱƘƤƬđĘşƤƘɁɱAƘɱaɱƍaƐƤɱ
ŪİɱƤĸĘɱƐĘĸaĉĽŔĽƤaƤĽŪşɱŪİɱƍŪŔĽƤĽĊaŔɱƍƐĽƘŪşĘƐƘɱaİƤĘƐɱǮǶǶǭɂɱƘĸĘɱaƘőĘđɱİŪƐɱĸĘƐɱ
şaŝĘɱƤŪɱĉĘɱĊŔĘaƐĘđɱĉƬƤɱĸĘƐɱƐĘƏƬĘƘƤɱǄaƘɱƐĘŎĘĊƤĘđɂɱđĘƘƍĽƤĘɱƤĸĘɱİaĊƤɱƤĸaƤɱ
she was legally convicted and punished for “anti-state activity”. She 

ŔĽǃĘđɱĽşɱNŪǃęɱZáŝőǊɱaşđɱBƐaƤĽƘŔaǃaɂɱǄĽƤĸɱĸĘƐɱđaƬıĸƤĘƐɂɱaŝŪşıɱıƐaşđ-

ĊĸĽŔđƐĘşɱaşđɱıƐĘaƤɘıƐaşđĊĸĽŔđƐĘşɂɱƘĸĘɱđĽĘđɱaƤɱƤĸĘɱaıĘɱŪİɱǶǯɁ

Edita Mikulová (1931–2014)

TĸĘɱǊŪƬşıɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐɱEđĽƤaɱǄaƘɱŎƬđıĘđɱaşđɱĊŪşǃĽĊƤĘđɱƤŪıĘƤĸĘƐɱǄĽƤĸɱĸĘƐɱ
ŪŔđĘƐɱĊŪŔŔĘaıƬĘɱaşđɱĸĘađŝaƘƤĘƐɱDŪǃaŔŪǃáɁɱHĘƐɱĊŪşǃĽĊƤĽŪşɱǄaƘɱaŔƘŪɱ
a consequence of the political order of the time, she herself became an 

unintended and almost “accidental” victim of the hunt for deterrent 

ĊaƘĘƘɁɱMĽőƬŔŪǃáɱǄaƘɱĉŪƐşɱŪşɱMaǊɱǵɂɱǮǶǰǮɱĽşɱPŪŔƤáƐɂɱĸĘƐɱİaƤĸĘƐɱǄaƘɱ
a police captain, her mother a housewife. Witnesses stated that her 

family was anti-communist, she was not afraid to express her opin-

ĽŪşɱŪƬƤɱŔŪƬđɁɱSĸĘɱıƐađƬaƤĘđɱİƐŪŝɱİŪŔőɱƘĊĸŪŪŔɱĽşɱBáşŪǃĊĘɱşađɱBĘĉƐa-

vou, where she also attended a city school. She graduated in 1949 in 

TƐĘşČĿşɱaƤɱƤĸĘɱVŪĊaƤĽŪşaŔɱSĊĸŪŪŔɱİŪƐɱWŪŝĘşɥƘɱPƐŪİĘƘƘĽŪşƘɁɱFƐŪŝɱƤĸĘɱ
ĉĘıĽşşĽşıɱŪİɱSĘƍƤĘŝĉĘƐɂɱƘĸĘɱŎŪĽşĘđɱƤĸĘɱİŪŔőɱƘĊĸŪŪŔɱĽşɱDŪŔşęɱDƐǖőŪǃĊĘɱ
aƘɱaşɱaƘƘĽƘƤaşƤɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐɱŪİɱĸaşđĽĊƐaİƤƘɁɱSĸĘɱǄaƘɱşŪƤɱƏƬaŔĽǞĘđɱİŪƐɱaɱİƬŔŔɘ
ƤĽŝĘɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐɱĉƬƤɱƘĸĘɱaŔƘŪɱǄŪƐőĘđɱaƘɱaɱĊŔaƘƘɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱǯşđɱǊĘaƐɁɱSĸĘɱ
was very handy and especially popular with female students.

EđĽƤaɱMĽőƬŔŪǃáɱǄaƘɱĽşđĽĊƤĘđɱaƤɱƤĸĘɱƘaŝĘɱƤĽŝĘɱaƘɱƤĸĘɱĸĘađŝaƘ-

ƤĘƐɱVĽŔŝaɱDŪǃaŔŪǃáɂɱƘĸĘɱǄaƘɱƤaőĘşɱĽşƤŪɱĊƬƘƤŪđǊɱŪşɱMaƐĊĸɱǶɂɱǮǶǲǭɱaşđɱ
charged with the offense of outrage against the republic, the offense 

of defaming the republic and the offense of defaming the allied state. 

TĸĘɱƐĘaƘŪşɱǄaƘɱƤĸaƤɱaƤɱDŪǃaŔŪǃáɥƘɱĽşƘƤƐƬĊƤĽŪşɱĽşɱOĊƤŪĉĘƐɱǮǶǱǶɂɱĽşɱĸĘƐɱ
ĊŔaƘƘɱƘĸĘɱĊƬƤɱĸaĽƐɂɱƤĽĘđɱƐĘđɱƐĽĉĉŪşƘɱƤŪɱƤĸĘɱĸĘađƘɱaşđɱaŔŔĘıĘđŔǊɱŔĘđɱǞǃĘɱ
ƍƬƍĽŔƘɱǄĸŪƘĘɱƍaƐĘşƤƘɱǄĘƐĘɱŝĘŝĉĘƐƘɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱCŪŝŝƬşĽƘƤɱPaƐƤǊɱɚɱaşđɱ
MĽőƬŔŪǃáɱőşĘǄɱaĉŪƬƤɱĽƤɱɚɱaƐŪƬşđɱƘĊĸŪŪŔɱǄĽƤĸɱƤĸĘɱĸĘađŝaƘƤĘƐɱaşđɱƤŪɱ
ƐĽđĽĊƬŔĘɱƤĸĘŝɁɱSĸĘɱǄaƘɱĊĸaƐıĘđɱǄĽƤĸɱƤĸĘɱƘaŝĘɱĊĸaƐıĘƘɱaƘɱDŪǃaŔŪǃáɱİŪƐɱ
ƤĸĽƘɱaĊƤɂɱĘǉĊĘƍƤɱİŪƐɱƘƍƐĘađĽşıɱŪİɱaşɱaŔaƐŝɱŝĘƘƘaıĘɁɱRĘŔaƤĽǃĘƘɱaŔƘŪɱƤƐĽĘđɱ
ƤŪɱĸĘŔƍɱĸĘƐɂɱĸĘƐɱİaƤĸĘƐɱŠƤĘİaşɱMĽőƬŔaɱƤĘƘƤĽǞĘđɱĽşɱĸĘƐɱİaǃŪƐɱĉǊɱŔĘƤƤĘƐɱƤŪɱ
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ƤĸĘɱƍƬĉŔĽĊɱƍƐŪƘĘĊƬƤŪƐɥƘɱŪİǞĊĘɂɱĸĘɱaƘőĘđɱĸĘƐɱƤŪɱĉĘɱƐĘŔĘaƘĘđɱİƐŪŝɱĊƬƘƤŪđǊɱ
until court time but without a response. The mother of the pupil con-

ĊĘƐşĘđɂɱJƭŔĽaɱVĘŖőáɂɱaŔƘŪɱƤĘƘƤĽǞĘđɱĽşɱĸĘƐɱİaǃŪƐɂɱaƐıƬĽşıɱƤĸaƤɱMĽőƬŔŪǃáɱ
ǄaƘɱŪĉĘđĽĘşƤɱƤŪɱƤĸĘɱĽşƘƤƐƬĊƤĽŪşƘɱŪİɱĸĘƐɱƘƬƍĘƐĽŪƐɁɱMĽőƬŔŪǃáɱǄaƘɱİŪƬşđɱ
ıƬĽŔƤǊɱĉǊɱƤĸĘɱĊŪƬƐƤɱƐĘaƘŪşĽşıɱƤĸaƤɱĸĘƐɱaĊƤĽŪşƘɱĽşƤĘşđĘđɱƤŪɱŎĘŪƍaƐđĽǔĘɱ
the important interest of the republic, publicly outraged the republic 

and its establishment, publicly damaged and removed the colors of 

the republic with the intention of showing contempt and also publicly 

damaged and removed the colors of the allied state to show contempt. 

AŔŔɱƤĸĘɱaŔŔĘıĘđɱaĊƤƘɱİŪƐɱǄĸĽĊĸɱƘĸĘɱǄaƘɱĊŪşǃĽĊƤĘđɱǄĘƐĘɱĽşɱƤĸĘɱşaƤƬƐĘɱŪİɱ
“bad intentions”. Edita did not feel guilty by these acts, certainly not 

from “anti-state intentions”.

TĸĘɱŝaĽşɱƘĘşƤĘşĊĘɱŪİɱĽŝƍƐĽƘŪşŝĘşƤɱİŪƐɱǮɱǊĘaƐɱaşđɱǮǭɱŝŪşƤĸƘɱaşđɱ
ƤĸĘɱƘĘĊŪşđaƐǊɱƘĘşƤĘşĊĘɱĽşɱƤĸĘɱİŪƐŝɱŪİɱŔŪƘƘɱŪİɱĊĽǃĽŔɱƐĽıĸƤƘɂɱaƘɱǄĘŔŔɱaƘɱaɱǞşĘɱ
ŪİɱCSKɱǯǭɂǭǭǭɂɱƍŪƘƘĽĉŔǊɱǯɱŝŪşƤĸƘɱŪİɱĽŝƍƐĽƘŪşŝĘşƤɱaşđɱĊŪşǞƘĊaƤĽŪşɱ
ŪİɱŪşĘɱƏƬaƐƤĘƐɱŪİɱƍƐŪƍĘƐƤǊɂɱǄaƘɱɚɱƤĸaşőƘɱƤŪɱVĽŔŝaɱDŪǃaŔŪǃáɥƘɱaƍƍĘaŔɱƤŪɱ
ƤĸĘɱSƬƍƐĘŝĘɱCŪƬƐƤɱɚɱƐĘđƬĊĘđɱƤŪɱŪşĘɱǊĘaƐɱŪİɱĽŝƍƐĽƘŪşŝĘşƤɱaşđɱaɱǞşĘɱ
ŪİɱCSKɱǮǭɂǭǭǭɁɱSĸĘɱƘĘƐǃĘđɱĸĘƐɱƘĘşƤĘşĊĘɱĽşɱƤĸĘɱǄŪŝĘşɥƘɱƍƐĽƘŪşɱĽşɱIŔaǃaɂɱ
where she worked in the laundry but also took part in the prison theater. 

SĸĘɱǄaƘɱƐĘŔĘaƘĘđɱŪşɱAƍƐĽŔɱǮǭɂɱǮǶǲǮɂɱaɱŝŪşƤĸɱŔaƤĘƐɱƤĸaşɱĽƤɱǄaƘɱƘĘƤɱĉǊɱƤĸĘɱ
ŎƬđıŝĘşƤɱĉĘĊaƬƘĘɱƘĸĘɱǄaƘɱƬşaĉŔĘɱƤŪɱƍaǊɱƤĸĘɱǞşĘɁ

AİƤĘƐɱƐĘŔĘaƘĘɂɱEđĽƤaɱđĽđɱşŪƤɱƐĘƤƬƐşɱƤŪɱƤĸĘɱƤĘaĊĸĽşıɱƍƐŪİĘƘƘĽŪşɂɱƘĸĘɱ
ǄaƘɱşŪƤɱaŔŔŪǄĘđɱƤŪɱĘaƐşɱaɱƤĘaĊĸĽşıɱƏƬaŔĽǞĊaƤĽŪşɁɱAƤɱǞƐƘƤɂɱƘĸĘɱǄŪƐőĘđɱ
in a dressing room and later, until her retirement, as a controller in 

ZŪƐşĽĊaɱĊŔŪƤĸĽşıɱİaĊƤŪƐǊɁɱAİƤĘƐɱĸĘƐɱƐĘŔĘaƘĘɱİƐŪŝɱƍƐĽƘŪşɂɱƘĸĘɱŝaƐƐĽĘđ 

ŠƤĘİaşɱKŪĉǊđaɂɱƤĸĘǊɱŔĽǃĘđɱĽşɱaɱĸŪƬƘĘɱĽşɱBáşŪǃĊĘɂɱƤĸĘǊɱĸađɱƤǄŪɱĊĸĽŔđƐĘşɱ
together and they also took care of the son of her sister, who died pre-

ŝaƤƬƐĘŔǊɁɱAİƤĘƐɱǮǶǶǭɂɱƘĸĘɱǞşaŔŔǊɱĘǉƍĘƐĽĘşĊĘđɱŪİǞĊĽaŔɱƐĘĸaĉĽŔĽƤaƤĽŪşɱaşđɱ
ĉĘĊaŝĘɱaɱŝĘŝĉĘƐɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱCŪşİĘđĘƐaƤĽŪşɱŪİɱPŪŔĽƤĽĊaŔɱPƐĽƘŪşĘƐƘɱŪİɱSŔŪǃ-

aőĽaɁɱEđĽƤaɱKŪĉǊđŪǃáɂɱşĘĘɱMĽőƬŔŪǃáɂɱđĽĘđɱĽşɱMaƐĊĸɱǯǭǮǱɁɱTĸĘɱƘĘŔİɘıŪǃ-

ĘƐşĽşıɱƐĘıĽŪşɱŪİɱTƐĘşČĿşɱƍŪƘƤĸƬŝŪƬƘŔǊɱıƐaşƤĘđɱĸĘƐɱǃĘƤĘƐaşƘɥɱđĘĊƐĘĘɱ
for participating in the anti-communist resistance.
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Ondrej Lajcha (1919–2000)

OşđƐĘŎɱLaŎĊĸaɱĽƘɱşŪƤɱŪşĘɱŪİɱƤĸŪƘĘɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐƘɱǄĸŪɱǄaƘɱƍƬşĽƘĸĘđɱĉǊɱaɱĊŪƬƐƤɱ
but political reprisals and pressures had a negative effect on his life 

aşđɱƤĸĘɱŔĽİĘɱŪİɱĸĽƘɱİaŝĽŔǊɁɱFŪƐɱĸĽƘɱƐĘŔĽıĽŪƬƘɱaşđɱŝŪƐaŔɱĊŪşǃĽĊƤĽŪşƘɂɱĸĘɱ
ŔŪƘƤɱaƤɱŪşĘɱƍŪĽşƤɱaɱŎŪĉɂɱĘŝƍŔŪǊŝĘşƤɱŪƍƍŪƐƤƬşĽƤĽĘƘɱĽşɱĘđƬĊaƤĽŪşɂɱĸŪŝĘɱ
İŪƐɱƤĸĘɱǄĸŪŔĘɱİaŝĽŔǊɱɒƘĊĸŪŪŔɱaƍaƐƤŝĘşƤɓɂɱƍƐŪƘƍĘĊƤƘɱİŪƐɱaɱıŪŪđɱĘđƬĊa-

tion for his children and any prospects for professional development.

OşđƐĘŎɱLaŎĊĸaɱǄaƘɱĉŪƐşɱŪşɱSĘƍƤĘŝĉĘƐɱǮǱɂɱǮǶǮǶɱĽşɱƤĸĘɱǃĽŔŔaıĘɱŪİɱ
SőaŔaɱɒƤŪđaǊɱSőaŔőaɱşađɱVáĸŪŝɓɱĽşɱaɱƍĘaƘaşƤɱİaŝĽŔǊɱaƘɱƤĸĘɱŔaƘƤɱŪİɱƘĘǃĘşɱ
ĊĸĽŔđƐĘşɱƤŪɱƍaƐĘşƤƘɱOşđƐĘŎɱaşđɱAşşaɂɱşĘĘɱVĘƐőŪǃáɁɱAİƤĘƐɱıƐađƬaƤĽşıɱ
İƐŪŝɱƤĸĘɱşaƤĽŪşaŔɱƘĊĸŪŪŔɱĽşɱSőaŔaɱĽşɱǮǶǰǮɂɱaƘɱĸĘɱŔĽőĘđɱƤŪɱƘƤƬđǊɂɱĸĘɱĊŪş-

ƤĽşƬĘđɱĸĽƘɱƘƤƬđĽĘƘɱaƤɱƤĸĘɱƘƤaƤĘɱƐĘaŔɱıƐaŝŝaƐɱƘĊĸŪŪŔɱĽşɱTƐĘşČĿşɂɱǄĸĘƐĘɱ
ĸĘɱıƐađƬaƤĘđɱǄĽƤĸɱĸŪşŪƐƘɱĽşɱǮǶǰǶɁɱSĽşĊĘɱĸĘɱĊaŝĘɱİƐŪŝɱƍŪŪƐɱĊŪşđĽ-
tions, he had already earned money at the grammar school by tutor-

ing younger pupils and also helped his family from earningsϦϦɁɱHĘɱǄaƘɱ
the only child in the family who graduated from high school – accord-

ing to his earlier statements, he accepted the recommendation of his 

İŪƐŝĘƐɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐɱAŔĘǉaşđĘƐɱTƐƛőaɱƤŪɱĊŪşƤĽşƬĘɱĸĽƘɱƘƤƬđĽĘƘɂɱaƘɱĸĘɱǄaƘɱıĽİ-
ƤĘđɂɱaŔƤĸŪƬıĸɱĸĘɱĸađɱƤŪɱƘƬƍƍŪƐƤɱĸĽŝƘĘŔİɱɒĸĽƘɱİaƤĸĘƐɱđĽĘđɱĽşɱǮǶǰǲɓɁɱHĘɱ
ĘşƐŪŔŔĘđɱaƤɱƤĸĘɱFaĊƬŔƤǊɱŪİɱAƐƤƘɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱSŔŪǃaőɱUşĽǃĘƐƘĽƤǊɱĽşɱBƐaƤĽƘŔaǃaɂɱ
ǄĸĘƐĘɱĸĘɱıƐađƬaƤĘđɱİƐŪŝɱHĽƘƤŪƐǊɱaşđɱLaƤĽşɱǄĽƤĸɱƤĸĘɱƍƐŪİĘƘƘĽŪşaŔɱƏƬaŔ-
ĽǞĊaƤĽŪşɱŪİɱaɱƘĘĊŪşđaƐǊɱƘĊĸŪŪŔɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐɱĽşɱǮǶǱǰɁɱHĘɱƘƍŪőĘɱĊŔaƘƘĽĊaŔɱLaƤĽşɱ
aşđɱGƐĘĘőɂɱGĘƐŝaşɂɱRƬƘƘĽaşɱaşđɱFƐĘşĊĸɁɱIşɱƤĸĘɱƘĊĸŪŪŔɱǊĘaƐɱǮǶǱǰɎǮǶǱǱɱ
ĸĘɱǄŪƐőĘđɱaƘɱaɱƤĘŝƍŪƐaƐǊɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐɱaƤɱƤĸĘɱıƐaŝŝaƐɱƘĊĸŪŪŔɱĽşɱZǃŪŔĘşɂɱ
in 1944 he was allowed to move closer to his birthplace and worked 

aƘɱaɱƍƐŪİĘƘƘŪƐɱaƤɱƤĸĘɱıƐaŝŝaƐɱƘĊĸŪŪŔɱĽşɱPĽĘƛƦaşǊɁɱIşɱǮǶǱǲɱĸĘɱaĊƏƬĽƐĘđɱ
aɱƤĘaĊĸĽşıɱaĉĽŔĽƤǊɱĽşɱƤĸĘɱRƬƘƘĽaşɱŔaşıƬaıĘɂɱŔaƤĘƐɱĸĘɱƤaƬıĸƤɱŝaĽşŔǊɱŝaƤĸ-

ĘŝaƤĽĊƘɱaşđɂɱaĊĊŪƐđĽşıɱƤŪɱƤĸĘɱŝĘŝŪƐĽĘƘɱŪİɱĸĽƘɱđaƬıĸƤĘƐƘɂɱaŔƘŪɱƤĸĘɱGĘƐ-
ŝaşɱŔaşıƬaıĘɁɱOşɱMaƐĊĸɱǰɂɱǮǶǱǳɱĸĘɱŝaƐƐĽĘđɱHĘŔĘşaɂɱşĘĘɱTƐƛőŪǃáɂɱǄĽƤĸɱ
ǄĸŪŝɱƤĸĘǊɱĸađɱƤĸƐĘĘɱĊĸĽŔđƐĘşɂɱAşşaɱĽşɱǮǶǱǶɂɱMaƐıĽƤaɱĽşɱǮǶǲǰɱaşđɱKaƐŪŔɱ

͵͵ɱ VIZVÁRYOVÁɂɱMaƐıĽƤaɂɱǯǭǯǭɁɱSƤaƤĘŝĘşƤɰŪİɰMıƐɀɰMaƐıĽƤaɰVĽǔǃáƐǊŪǃáɁɰđaƬıĸƤĘƐɰŪİɰ
Ondrej LajchaɱɒǮǱƤĸɱFĘĉƐƬaƐǊɱǯǭǯǭɂɱSőaŔőaɱşađɱVáĸŪŝɓɂɱPAɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱaƬƤĸŪƐɄɱRAJSKÁɂɱ
AşşaɂɱǯǭǯǭɁɱSƤaƤĘŝĘşƤɰŪİɰIşıɀɰAşşaɰRaŎƘőáɁɰđaƬıĸƤĘƐɰŪİɰOşđƐĘŎɰLaŎĊĸaɱɒǮǱƤĸɱFĘĉƐƬ-

aƐǊɱǯǭǯǭɂɱTƐĘşČĿşɓɂɱPAɱɒƍƐĽǃaƤĘɱaƐĊĸĽǃĘɓɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱaƬƤĸŪƐɁ



Ͷͷͺ HƐǪǷƼǢƐŀчǪŜƋƼƧŀǪǷƐŜŀч ͵ϼͶʹͶ͵ч ͻч ч ч ч AƲţǢūơчRŀơǪƤȞ

ĽşɱǮǶǲǳɁɱTĸĘǊɱŔĽǃĘđɱƤŪıĘƤĸĘƐɱĽşɱaɱşĽĊĘɱŪİǞĊĘɱaƍaƐƤŝĘşƤɱĽşɱPĽĘƛƦaşǊɱŪşɱ
MƬđƐŪŢŪǃáɱƘƤƐĘĘƤɁɱHĘɱĸađɱıŪŪđɱƐĘŔaƤĽŪşƘɱǄĽƤĸɱĊŪŔŔĘaıƬĘƘɂɱƤĸĘǊɱǃĽƘ-

ĽƤĘđɱĘaĊĸɱŪƤĸĘƐɱǄĽƤĸɱĊŪŔŔĘaıƬĘƘɱPŪŝaŎĉŪɂɱKŔĘƍaşĘĊɂɱĸƬƘĉaşđɱaşđɱǄĽİĘɱ
KrohovecϦϧɁɱAİƤĘƐɱƤĸĘɱƐĘİŪƐŝɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱƘĊĸŪŪŔɱƘǊƘƤĘŝɱĽşɱǮǶǲǰɱĸĘɱƤƐaşƘİĘƐƐĘđɱ
ƤŪɱƤĸĘɱEŔĘǃĘşɘYĘaƐɱHĽıĸɱSĊĸŪŪŔɱĽşɱPĽĘƛƦaşǊɂɱǄĸĘƐĘɱĸĘɱǄŪƐőĘđɱaƘɱaɱƍƐŪ-

İĘƘƘŪƐɱƬşƤĽŔɱSĘƍƤĘŝĉĘƐɱǮǲɂɱǮǶǲǴɁ
The decisive reason why his employment was terminated after 

14 years as a high school professor was the fact that his eldest daugh-

ƤĘƐɱAşşaɂɱǄĸŪɱǄaƘɱaŔƐĘađǊɱaƤƤĘşđĽşıɱƍƐĽŝaƐǊɱƘĊĸŪŪŔɂɱaƤƤĘşđĘđɱƐĘŔĽ-
ıĽŪƬƘɱĘđƬĊaƤĽŪşɁɱHĽƘɱƐĘŔĽıĽŪƬƘɱaşđɱŝŪƐaŔɱĊŪşǃĽĊƤĽŪşƘɱǄĘƐĘɱőşŪǄşɱĽşɱ
his surroundings before, his colleagues and superiors knew about that 

and tried to persuade him to “go to church” in the surrounding villages 

and not express their faith so muchϦϨɁɱOşđƐĘŎɱǄaƘɱaşɱĽşşĘƐɱaşƤĽɘĊŪŝ-

munist but for security reasons he did not show it publicly. Through-

ŪƬƤɱƤĸĘɱǮǶǲǭƘɂɱĸĘɱƘŪƬıĸƤɱƤŪɱɢıĘƤɱaŔŪşıɣɱǄĽƤĸɱƤĸĘɱƐĘıĽŝĘɱĉǊɱƍaƐƤĽĊĽƍ-

aƤĽşıɱĽşɱşŪşɘƍaƐƤǊɱĉƬƤɱƐĘıĽŝĘɘƘƬƍƍŪƐƤĘđɱŪƐıaşĽǔaƤĽŪşƘɂɱƘƬĊĸɱaƘɱƤĸĘɱ
UşĽŪşɱŪİɱCǔĘĊĸŪƘŔŪǃaőɘSŪǃĽĘƤɱFƐĽĘşđƘĸĽƍɱɒZǃäǔɱČĘƘőŪƘŔŪǃĘşƘőŪɘƘŪǃĽ-
ĘƤƘőĘĸŪɱƍƐĽaƤĘŖƘƤǃaɂɱSČSPɂɱĽşɱǄĸĽĊĸɱĸĘɱǄaƘɱĘǃĘşɱaɱđĽƘƤƐĽĊƤɱŪİǞĊĘƐɱƘĽşĊĘɱ
ǮǶǲǭɓɂɱŪƐɱRĘǃŪŔƬƤĽŪşaƐǊɱƤƐađĘɱƬşĽŪşɱŝŪǃĘŝĘşƤɱɒRĘǃŪŔƬČşęɱŪđĉŪƐŪǃęɱ
ĸşƬƤĽĘɂɱROHɂɱƤĸĘɱŪşŔǊɱƤƐađĘɱƬşĽŪşɱđƬƐĽşıɱƤĸĘɱĊŪŝŝƬşĽƘƤɱĘƐaɓɁɱHĘɱǄĘşƤɱ
ƤĸƐŪƬıĸɱaŔŔɱƤĸĘɱƍŪŔĽƤĽĊaŔɱĊĸĘĊőƘɂɱđƬƐĽşıɱƤĸĘɱƘƬŝŝĘƐɱĸŪŔĽđaǊƘɱĽşɱǮǶǲǯɱĸĘɱ
passed an examination in political literature, which was prescribed for 

ĽşđĽǃĽđƬaŔɱƘƤƬđǊɱĉǊɱƤĸĘɱCŪŝŝĽƘƘĽŪşɱŪİɱEđƬĊaƤĽŪşɂɱSĊĽĘşĊĘɱaşđɱƤĸĘɱAƐƤƘɂɱ
DĘĊƐĘĘɱNŪɁɱǳǳǳɎǮǶǲǯɘKɱɎɱǮɱɒĊŪşǞƐŝaƤĽŪşɱŪİɱĊŪŝƍŔĘƤĽŪşɱǄĽƤĸɱaɱđĘƤaĽŔĘđɱ
list of literature and examinations is in the author’s private archive – 

PAɓɁɱTĸĘɱĘǉƤĘşƘĽǃĘɱƏƬĘƘƤĽŪşşaĽƐĘɂɱǄĸĽĊĸɱĸĘɱĸađɱƤŪɱǞŔŔɱŪƬƤɱaƘɱaɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐɱ
ŪşɱNŪǃĘŝĉĘƐɱǯɂɱǮǶǲǰɂɱƘĸŪǄƘɱƤĸaƤɱĸĘɱǄŪƐőĘđɱǲǭɱĸŪƬƐƘɱŪİɱǃŪŔƬşƤaƐǊɱ
ǄŪƐőɱɒƤĸĘɱƏƬĘƘƤĽŪşşaĽƐĘɱĽƘɱĽşɱƤĸĘɱaƬƤĸŪƐɥƘɱPAɓɁɱHĘɱđĽđɱƤĸĽƘɱĽşɱŪƐđĘƐɱƤŪɱ
őĘĘƍɱĸĽƘɱŎŪĉɱaşđɱƤŪɱɢĊŔŪƘĘɱĸĽƘɱĘǊĘƘɣɱƤŪɱĸĽƘɱƘƬƍĘƐĽŪƐƘɁɱNĘǃĘƐƤĸĘŔĘƘƘɂɱĸĘɱ
felt that he was not acting in full accordance with his inner attitude, 

that he was going to the edge of what he could still bear in conscience. 

͵Ͷɱ RAJSKÁɂɱAşşaɂɱǯǭǯǭɁɱSƤaƤĘŝĘşƤɰŪİɰIşıɀɰAşşaɰRaŎƘőáɁɰđaƬıĸƤĘƐɰŪİɰOşđƐĘŎɰLaŎĊĸa 

ɒǮǱƤĸɱFĘĉƐƬaƐǊɱǯǭǯǭɂɱTƐĘşČĿşɓɂɱPAɱɒƍƐĽǃaƤĘɱaƐĊĸĽǃĘɓɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱaƬƤĸŪƐɁ
͵ͷ Ibidem.
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HŪǄĘǃĘƐɂɱaƘɱİaƐɱaƘɱĸĽƘɱİaĽƤĸɱǄaƘɱĊŪşĊĘƐşĘđɂɱĸĘɱőşĘǄɱşŪɱĊŪŝƍƐŪŝĽƘĘƘɁɱ
HĘɱĸađɱƤŪɱıĽǃĘɱaɱđĽƐĘĊƤɱaşƘǄĘƐɱƤŪɱƤĸĘɱđĽƐĘĊƤɱƏƬĘƘƤĽŪşɁɱTĸĘɱƤƬƐşĽşıɱƍŪĽşƤɂɱ
ƤĸĘɱĊƬŔŝĽşaƤĽŪşɱǄaƘɱƤĸĘɱƍƐĘƘƘƬƐĘɱƤŪɱđĘƐĘıĽƘƤĘƐɱĸĽƘɱđaƬıĸƤĘƐɱİƐŪŝɱRĘŔĽ-
ıĽŪşɱĊŔaƘƘĘƘɂɱǄĸĽĊĸɱĸĘɱĊŪƬŔđɱşŪƤɱđŪɁɱHĘɱİĘŔƤɱaşɱĽşƤĘƐşaŔɱĊŪşƤƐađĽĊƤĽŪşɱ
ƤŪɱǄĸaƤɱĸađɱĉĘĘşɱİŪƐĊĘđɱŪşɱĸĽŝɱİŪƐɱaɱŔŪşıɱƤĽŝĘɁɱɢHĘɱƐĘĊĘĽǃĘđɱaşɱƬŔƤĽ-
ŝaƤƬŝɃɱĘĽƤĸĘƐɱĸĘɱƘƤŪƍƍĘđɱıŪĽşıɱƤŪɱĊĸƬƐĊĸɱaşđɱđĘƐĘıĽƘƤĘƐĘđɱŝĘɂɱŪƐɱĸĘɱ
had to leave school.”ϦϩɱLaŎĊĸaɱƐĘƍŔĽĘđɱƤĸaƤɱĸĘɱĊŪƬŔđɱşŪƤɱĊŪŝƍƐŪŝĽƘĘɱ
ǄĽƤĸɱĸĽƘɱŪǄşɱĊŪşƘĊĽĘşĊĘɱĽşɱƤĸĽƘɁɱHĘɱĸađɱƤŪɱŔĘaǃĘɱƘĊĸŪŪŔɱĽŝŝĘđĽaƤĘŔǊɁ

AİƤĘƐɱƤĸĘɱĉĘıĽşşĽşıɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱƘĊĸŪŪŔɱǊĘaƐɱǮǶǲǴɂɱĸĘɱƐĘŝaĽşĘđɱǄĽƤĸɱĸĽƘɱ
İaŝĽŔǊɂɱƤĸƐĘĘɱƘŝaŔŔɱĊĸĽŔđƐĘşɱɒƤĸĘɱǊŪƬşıĘƘƤɱƘŪşɱǄaƘɱǮɱǊĘaƐɱŪŔđɓɱǄĽƤĸŪƬƤɱ
aɱŎŪĉɂɱǄĽƤĸŪƬƤɱaɱƐŪŪİɱŪǃĘƐɱƤĸĘĽƐɱĸĘađɱɒƤĸĘǊɱĸađɱƤŪɱŝŪǃĘɱŪƬƤɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱ
ƤĘaĊĸĘƐɥƘɱaƍaƐƤŝĘşƤɓɂɱǄĽƤĸŪƬƤɱİƬƐƤĸĘƐɱƍƐŪƘƍĘĊƤƘɁɱTĸĘɱǄĽİĘɥƘɱƘĽƘƤĘƐɱaşđɱ
her family helped them and let them live together under their roof in the 

ƤǄŪɘƐŪŪŝɱǡaƤɱĽşɱSőaŔaɱaşđɱđƬƐĽşıɱƤĸĘɱǄĽşƤĘƐɱaşđɱƤĸĘɱİŪŔŔŪǄĽşıɱƘƬŝ-

mer they helped them build a second apartment attached to a house 

next door from the other side, where they then spent almost their entire 

ŔĽǃĘƘɁɱLaŎĊĸaɱǄaƘɱĘŝƍŔŪǊĘđɱaƘɱaɱǄŪƐőĘƐɱĽşɱaɱşĘaƐĉǊɱƏƬaƐƐǊϦϪ, working 

ŝaşƬaŔŔǊɱİƐŪŝɱSĘƍƤĘŝĉĘƐɱǮǶǲǴɱƤŪɱƤĸĘɱĘşđɱŪİɱǮǶǲǵɁɱAƘɱaşɱĽşƤĘŔŔĘĊƤƬaŔɂɱ
he was not used to working hard manually, he was beaten, exhausted 

and hungry, fainted once exhausted and had to call for emergencyϦϫɁɱHĘɱ
was honourable in the village as a “professor”, it was very prestigious 

at the time, “when people saw him working in a quarry, they looked 

͵͸ɱ RAJSKÁɂɱAşşaɂɱǯǭǯǭɁɱSƤaƤĘŝĘşƤɰŪİɰIşıɀɰAşşaɰRaŎƘőáɁɰđaƬıĸƤĘƐɰŪİɰOşđƐĘŎɰLaŎĊĸa 

ɒǮǱƤĸɱFĘĉƐƬaƐǊɱǯǭǯǭɂɱTƐĘşČĿşɓɂɱPAɱɒƍƐĽǃaƤĘɱaƐĊĸĽǃĘɓɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱaƬƤĸŪƐɁ
͵͹ɱ DĽƘŔŪĊaƤĽşıɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐƘɱƤŪɱŔŪǄĘƐɱƍŪƘĽƤĽŪşƘɱĽşɱǄŪƐƘĘɱĊŪşđĽƤĽŪşƘɱĸaƘɱĉĘĊŪŝĘɱaɱŝaƘƘɱ

ƤŪŪŔɱŪİɱƍƬşĽƘĸŝĘşƤɱaşđɱĽşƤĽŝĽđaƤĽŪşɁɱAşɱĘǃĘşɱƤŪƬıĸĘƐɱŝĘaƘƬƐĘɱǄaƘɱƤĸĘɱƐĘaƘƘĽış-

ŝĘşƤɱŪİɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐƘɱƤŪɱƍƐŪđƬĊƤĽŪşɃɱĘɁıɁɱŪşŔǊɱĽşɱƤĸĘɱPƐĘƛŪǃɱƐĘıĽŪşɱĽşɱǮǶǲǭɱƤĸĘƐĘɱǄĘƐĘɱ
đĽƘŝĽƘƘĘđɱaşđɱƐĘaƘƘĽışĘđɱƤŪɱƍƐŪđƬĊƤĽŪşɱǲǲǭɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐƘɱɒJaşĘőɂɱǮǶǶǶɂɱƍɁɱǲǲɓɄɱƘƬĉ-

ƘĘƏƬĘşƤŔǊɱɒĽşɱǮǶǲǯɓɱƤĸĘƐĘɱǄĘƐĘɱǮǮǲǯɱŝĽƘƘĽşıɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐƘɱŪİɱşaƤĽŪşaŔɱƘĊĸŪŪŔƘɱĽşɱSŔŪǃ-

aőĽaɱaşđɱƤĸĘɱşƬŝĉĘƐƘɱǄĘƐĘɱƘƬƍƍŔĘŝĘşƤĘđɱİƐŪŝɱƤĸĘɱƐaşőƘɱŪİɱǲǭǭɱƐĘƤƐaĽşĘđɱŝaşƬaŔɱ
ǄŪƐőĘƐƘɱɒŽaƤőƬŔĽaőɂɱǮǶǶǳɂɱƍɁɱǵǳɓɁɱ
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at him as a rarity”ϦϬɁɱHĘɱİĘđɱaɱǊŪƬşıɱİaŝĽŔǊɂɱĘaƐşĘđɱŔĽƤƤŔĘϦϭ compared 

ƤŪɱƤĸĘɱƍƐŪİĘƘƘŪƐɥƘɱĘaƐşĽşıƘɱĽşɱǮǶǲǳɱɒǮɂǶǶǰɱCǔĘĊĸŪƘŔŪǃaőɱĊƐŪǄşƘɱƍĘƐɱ
ŝŪşƤĸɄɱĊaŔĊƬŔaƤĽŪşɱĽşɱƤĸĘɱaƬƤĸŪƐɥƘɱPAɓɱİĘŔŔɱĉĘŔŪǄɱǮɂǭǭǭɱĊƐŪǄşƘɱɒŪşŔǊɱ
ĽşɱAƍƐĽŔɱǮǶǲǵɱĸĘɱĉĘĊaŝĘɱaɱɢƏƬaƐƐǊɱŝaƘƤĘƐɣɱaşđɱĸĽƘɱƘaŔaƐǊɱƐŪƘĘɱƤŪɱǮɂǯǭǭɄɱ
đŪĊƬŝĘşƤaƤĽŪşɱĽşɱƤĸĘɱaƬƤĸŪƐɥƘɱPAɓɂɱǄĸĽŔĘɱĉƬĽŔđĽşıɱaɱşĘǄɱĸŪŝĘɱİƐŪŝɱ
ƘĊƐaƤĊĸɁɱHĽƘɱǄĽİĘɱƬƘĘđɱƤŪɱƍƬƤɱaɱİƐĽĘđɱĊƬŝĽşɱƘŪƬƍɱǄĽƤĸɱaɱƍĽĘĊĘɱŪİɱĉƐĘađɱ
in his thermos for lunchϦϮɁɱAƤɱƤĸĘɱƘaŝĘɱƤĽŝĘɂɱĸĘɱǄaşƤĘđɱƤŪɱĽŝƍƐŪǃĘɱĸĽƘɱ
ƏƬaŔĽǞĊaƤĽŪşɂɱƘŪɱĽşɱƤĸĘɱƘĊĸŪŪŔɱǊĘaƐɱǮǶǲǴɎǲǵɱaŔƐĘađǊɂɱĸĘɱĉĘıaşɱaɱƤǄŪɘǊĘaƐɱ
evening study of civil engineering at the Industrial School of Mech-

aşĽĊaŔɱEşıĽşĘĘƐĽşıɱĽşɱNŪǃęɱMĘƘƤŪɱşađɱVáĸŪŝɂɱǄĸĘƐĘɱĸĘɱıƐađƬaƤĘđɱ
İŪƐɱƤĸĘɱƘĘĊŪşđɱƤĽŝĘɱĽşɱJƬşĘɱǮǶǲǶɁɱSƬĉƘĘƏƬĘşƤŔǊɂɱĸĘɱĊŪŝƍŔĘƤĘđɱaɱƤǄŪɘ
ǊĘaƐɱđĽƘƤaşĊĘɱŔĘaƐşĽşıɱĊŪƬƐƘĘɱĽşɱƤĸĘɱǞĘŔđɱŪİɱƏƬaƐƐǊĽşıɱaşđɱƍƐŪĊĘƘƘĽşıɱ
of stone, clay and kaolin at the Industrial School of Civil Engineering 

in Bratislava. With a construction education, he created better earn-

ing opportunities and until his early retirement he worked in vari-

ŪƬƘɱƍŪƘĽƤĽŪşƘɱĽşɱƤĸĘɱĊŪŝƍaşǊɱCĘƘƤşęɱƘƤaǃĉǊɱɒRŪađɱĊŪşƘƤƐƬĊƤĽŪşƘɓɱĽşɱ
TƐĘşČĿşɁɱAƐŪƬşđɱǮǶǳǭɂɱŝĘŝĉĘƐƘɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱSƤaƤĘɱSĘĊƬƐĽƤǊɱSĘƐǃĽĊĘɱɒŠTBɓɱ
came and offered him cooperation, threatening to destroy his family 

aşđɱƘĘƤɱǞƐĘɱƤŪɱĸĽƘɱĸŪƬƘĘɁɱHĘɱĘǉƍĘƐĽĘşĊĘđɱaşǉĽĘƤǊɱĉƬƤɱƐĘƘĽƘƤĘđɱaşđɱŔaƤĘƐɱ
it passedϧϥɁɱIşɱǮǶǳǵɂɱĸĽƘɱĊŪŔŔĘaıƬĘƘɱĊaŔŔĘđɱĸĽŝɱƤŪɱƤĘaĊĸɱaƤɱƤĸĘɱıƐaŝŝaƐɱ
school again, he considered it very much because he loved teaching 

ĉƬƤɱşŪƐŝaŔĽǔaƤĽŪşɱĊaŝĘɱƏƬĽĊőŔǊɱaşđɱɢaƘɱĽİɱĸĘɱĊaŝĘɂɱƘŪɱĸĘɱǄŪƬŔđɱıŪɣϧϦ. 
In the afternoon, he sometimes tutored pupils and students, taught 
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͵ͼ The social consequences for the lives of teachers and their families have been ex-

ƤƐĘŝĘŔǊɱƘĘǃĘƐĘɁɱTĸĘɱƐĘıĽŝĘɥƘɱƐĘƍƐĘƘƘĽǃĘɱŝĘaƘƬƐĘƘɂɱĽşɱađđĽƤĽŪşɱƤŪɱƍƐĽƘŪşƘɂɱŎŪĉɱŔŪƘƘĘƘɱ
aşđɱđŪǄşƘĽǔĽşıɂɱĽşĊŔƬđĘđɱƘƤŪƍƍĽşıɱŪİɱƍƐŪŝŪƤĽŪşɂɱĘǉĊŔƬƘĽŪşɱİƐŪŝɱƍƬĉŔĽĊɱŔĽİĘɂɱĉaşƘɱ
on publishing and public engagement, prevention of the admission of their chil-

dren to university studies but also to grammar schools, etc.
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GĘƐŝaşɱƍƐĽǃaƤĘŔǊɱ Ľşɱ ƤĸĘɱĘǃĘşĽşıƘɱaşđɱƘŪŝĘƤĽŝĘƘɱƘƬĉƘƤĽƤƬƤĘđɱaƘɱ
aɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐɱaƤɱaɱǃŪĊaƤĽŪşaŔɱƘĊĸŪŪŔɁɱAƍƍaƐĘşƤŔǊɂɱĸĽƘɱĘǉƍĘƐĽĘşĊĘɱŪİɱƍĸǊƘ-

ical and mental strain and work exhaustion deprived him of his health 

aşđɱĸĘɱǄaƘɱƐĘŔĘaƘĘđɱƤŪɱaɱđĽƘaĉĽŔĽƤǊɱƍĘşƘĽŪşɱĽşɱDĘĊĘŝĉĘƐɱǮǶǴǴɱđƬĘɱƤŪɱ
heart attacks and other cardiological problems.

AŔŔɱƤĸĘɱƤĽŝĘɂɱĸĘɱƤŪŪőɱıŪŪđɱĊaƐĘɱŪİɱĊĸĽŔđƐĘşɱǄĸŪɱŝaşaıĘđɱƤŪɱıƐađƬaƤĘɱ
from technical and pharmacy colleges, although daughters Margita and 

AşşaɱǄŪƬŔđɱŔĽőĘɱƤŪɱƘƤƬđǊɱƍĘđaıŪıǊɱŪƐɱĸƬŝaşĽƤĽĘƘɱĉƬƤɱaƘɱđaƬıĸƤĘƐƘɱŪİɱ
a former teacher who was “unreliable” for the regime, they would not 

be allowed to do soϧϧ. The children experienced hostility of the system 

that made them feel their revenge when they could not be educated 

spiritually, e.g. musically and artisticallyϧϨɁɱHŪǄĘǃĘƐɂɱƤĸĘɱİaƤĸĘƐɱşĘǃĘƐɱ
sold off faith and moral conviction, he also imprinted moral and reli-

gious principles into his children, who also did not compromise in life 

thanks to parental upbringing. In the village, he was considered a man 

who retained his character despite persecution, he deserved respect. 

FŪƐŝĘƐɱƘƤƬđĘşƤƘɱŝaĽşƤaĽşĘđɱaɱǄaƐŝɱƐĘŔaƤĽŪşƘĸĽƍɱǄĽƤĸɱĸĽŝɂɱǃĽƘĽƤĘđɱ
him and called for meetings, held him in high esteem and loved him. 

ɢHĘɱǄaƘɱaɱıƐĘaƤɱĸĘƐŪɁɱHĘɱǄaƘɱİaĽƤĸİƬŔɱƤŪɱĸĽƘɱĊŪşƘĊĽĘşĊĘɂɱĸŪşĘƘƤɂɱıŪŪđɱ
character and […] for the truth. That was heroism at that time. […] This 

ǄaƘɱşŪƤɱaɱĊŪŝŝŪşɱƤĸĽşıɁɱɖɅɗɱHĘɱƘaĽđɱƘĘǃĘƐaŔɱƤĽŝĘƘɱƤĸaƤɱĽİɱĽƤɱĊaŝĘɱĉaĊőɂɱ
he would never have done otherwise.”ϧϩɱHĘɱŔĽǃĘđɱǄĽƤĸɱĸĽƘɱǄĽİĘɱĽşɱƤĸĘɱ
ĊaƐĘɱŪİɱĸĽƘɱĊĸĽŔđƐĘşɱaşđɱıƐaşđĊĸĽŔđƐĘşɂɱĸĘɱđĽĘđɱĽşɱTƐĘşČĿşɱŪşɱDĘĊĘŝ-

ĉĘƐɱǮǯɂɱǯǭǭǭɁ

Conclusion

In identifying the attributes of heroism in its ethical-characterial under-

ƘƤaşđĽşıɂɱIɱaŝɱĽşƘƍĽƐĘđɱĉǊɱZĽŝĉaƐđŪɥƘɱİŪƬƐɱőĘǊɱİĘaƤƬƐĘƘɱŪİɱĸĘƐŪĽƘŝɃɱ
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Ͷ͸ɱ RAJSKÁɂɱAşşaɂɱǯǭǯǭɁɱSƤaƤĘŝĘşƤɰŪİɰIşıɀɰAşşaɰRaŎƘőáɁɰđaƬıĸƤĘƐɰŪİɰOşđƐĘŎɰLaŎĊĸaɱɒǮǱƤĸɱFĘ-
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ɒaɓɱĽƤɱŝƬƘƤɱĉĘɱĘşıaıĘđɱĽşɱǃŪŔƬşƤaƐĽŔǊɄɱɒĉɓɱĽƤɱŝƬƘƤɱĽşǃŪŔǃĘɱaɱƐĽƘőɱŪƐɱ
ƍŪƤĘşƤĽaŔɱƘaĊƐĽǞĊĘɂɱƘƬĊĸɱaƘɱƤĸĘɱƤĸƐĘaƤɱŪİɱđĘaƤĸɂɱaşɱĽŝŝĘđĽaƤĘɱƤĸƐĘaƤɱ
to physical integrity, a long-term threat to health, or the potential 

for serious degradation of one’s quality of life (social and economic 

ƘƤaƤƬƘɓɄɱɒĊɓɱĽƤɱŝƬƘƤɱĉĘɱĊŪşđƬĊƤĘđɱĽşɱƘĘƐǃĽĊĘɱƤŪɱŪşĘɱŪƐɱŝŪƐĘɱŪƤĸĘƐɱƍĘŪƍŔĘɱ
ŪƐɱƤĸĘɱĊŪŝŝƬşĽƤǊɱaƘɱaɱǄĸŪŔĘɱŪƐɱaşɱĽđĘaŔɄɱɒđɓɱĽƤɱŝƬƘƤɱĉĘɱǄĽƤĸŪƬƤɱƘĘĊ-

ŪşđaƐǊɂɱĘǉƤƐĽşƘĽĊɱıaĽşɱaşƤĽĊĽƍaƤĘđɱaƤɱƤĸĘɱƤĽŝĘɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱaĊƤɱɒZĽŝĉaƐđŪɂɱ
ǯǭǮǱɂɱƍɁɱǲǱǯɓɂɱĽşɱĊŪşşĘĊƤĽŪşɱǄĽƤĸɱĸĽƘɱĊĸŪĽĊĘɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱƤĸƐĘĘɱĉaƘĽĊɱǃĽƐƤƬĘƘɱ
ŪİɱaɱĸĘƐŪɃɱǮɁɱĉƐaǃĘƐǊɱɒĊŪƬƐaıĘɱaşđɱƍĘƐƘĘǃĘƐaşĊĘɓɂɱǯɁɱŎƬƘƤĽĊĘɱɒĽşĊŔƬđĽşıɱ
ƤĸĘɱđĘİĘşƘĘɱŪİɱĸƬŝaşɱƐĽıĸƤƘɓɱaşđɱǰɁɱƘĘşƘĘɱŪİɱƤƐaşƘĊĘşđĘşĊĘɱɒĸĽıĸĘƐɱ
ŝŪƐaŔɱaşđɱƐĘŔĽıĽŪƬƘɱǃaŔƬĘƘɓɁɱVŪŔƬşƤĘĘƐĽşıɱĽƘɱaɱşĘĊĘƘƘaƐǊɱƍƐĘĊŪşđĽ-
tion for human action to qualify as a moral act for which the actor 

ĽƘɱƐĘƘƍŪşƘĽĉŔĘɁɱIşɱZĽŝĉaƐđŪɥƘɱİŪƬƐɘđĽŝĘşƘĽŪşaŔɱŝŪđĘŔɱŪİɱĸĘƐŪĽƘŝɱɒIĉĽđɁɂɱ
ƍƍɁɱǲǲǱɚǲǲǴɓɱƤĸĘƐĘɱĽƘɱaŔƘŪɱaɱđĽƘƤĽşĊƤĽŪşɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱƘŪɘĊaŔŔĘđɱaĊƤĽǃĘɱaşđɱƍaƘƘ-

ive heroism, with the “passive hero” becoming the one who endures 

violence and persecution for his actions, carried out in integrity with 

ĸĽƘɱŝŪƐaŔɱĊŪşǃĽĊƤĽŪşƘɁɱAşɱaĊƤĽǃĘɱĸĘƐŪɱĽƘɱŪşĘɱǄĸŪɱđĘǃĘŔŪƍƘɱaĊƤĽǃĽƤĽĘƘɱİŪƐɱ
good reasons, in which he faces unfavorable circumstances and hos-

tile positions of people.

We can identify the above four features of heroism in all three “dis-

carded educators”. I base it on preserved records and archival docu-

ments.

ɑaɒɰVŪŔƬşƤaƐĽşĘƘƘɀ Our teacher heroes have been victims of persecu-

tion and repression because of their long-term attitudes, they have not 

been active or “action” heroes. The voluntary nature of their actions 

was that they maintained their internal attitudes, despite threats and 

ƍƐĘƘƘƬƐĘƘɱƤŪɱađaƍƤɁɱDŪǃaŔŪǃáɱƤƐĽĘđɱƤŪɱaĊƤɱĽşɱİaǃŪƐɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱƐĘŔĽıĽŪƬƘɱƐĽıĸƤƘɱ
ŪİɱĊĸĽŔđƐĘşɱɒŝŪĉĽŔĽǔĘđɱƍaƐĘşƤƘɓɁɱDĘƘƍĽƤĘɱĸĘƐɱƍŪƘĽƤĽŪşɱaƘɱđĽƐĘĊƤŪƐɂɱƘĸĘɱ
continued to attend services, which was contrary to political expecta-

tions. The scene for which she was sentenced (weaving red ribbons in 

ĊĸĽŔđƐĘşɥƘɱĸaĽƐɓɱǄaƘɱŝŪƤĽǃaƤĘđɱĉǊɱĸĘƐɱƍĘđaıŪıĽĊaŔɱĽşƤƬĽƤĽŪşɂɱƘĸĘɱǄaşƤĘđɱ
ƤŪɱaĊĸĽĘǃĘɱƐĘƘƍĘĊƤɱİŪƐɱƘĊĸŪŪŔɱƐƬŔĘƘɁɱAŔƤĸŪƬıĸɱMĽőƬŔŪǃáɱŪşŔǊɱŪĉĘǊĘđɱĸĘƐɱ
superior, her degree of voluntariness in the proceedings that led to the 

ƤƐĽaŔɱaşđɱĽŝƍƐĽƘŪşŝĘşƤɱǄaƘɱŔŪǄĘƐɱƤĸaşɱƤĸaƤɱŪİɱDŪǃaŔŪǃáɂɱĉƬƤɱƘĸĘɱđĽđɱ
not deny her share of the free act and did not look for an alibi strategy 
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ƤŪɱıĘƤɱƐĽđɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱaĊĊƬƘaƤĽŪşɁɱAŝŪşıɱŪƬƐɱƤĸƐĘĘɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐƘɂɱƤĸĘɱĸĽıĸĘƘƤɱŔĘǃĘŔɱ
ŪİɱǃŪŔƬşƤĘĘƐĽşıɱƘĘĘŝƘɱƤŪɱĉĘɱǄĽƤĸɱLaŎĊĸaɁɱTĸĘɱƘaĊƐĽǞĊĘƘɱaşđɱƘƬİİĘƐĽşıɱŪİɱ
his family that followed his expulsion from the teaching services were 

the foreseeable consequences of his conscious decision.

ɑĉɒɰTĸƐĘaƤƘɀɱ IşɱađđĽƤĽŪşɱ ƤŪɱƬşŎƬƘƤɱ ĽŝƍƐĽƘŪşŝĘşƤɱɒDŪǃaŔŪǃáɱʯ 

MĽőƬŔŪǃáɓɂɱƤĸĘǊɱĉŪƐĘɱđĘıƐađĽşıɱƘŪĊĽaŔɱaşđɱĘĊŪşŪŝĽĊɱĊŪşƘĘƏƬĘşĊĘƘɂɱ
such as the loss of opportunities to continue working in teaching ser-

ǃĽĊĘƘɂɱƘŪĊĽaŔɱđĘıƐađaƤĽŪşɱƤŪɱƤĸĘɱŔĘǃĘŔɱŪİɱŝaşƬaŔɱǄŪƐőĘƐƘɱɒDŪǃaŔŪǃáɂɱ
MĽőƬŔŪǃáɱʯɱLaŎĊĸaɓɂɱĽşĊŪŝĘɱƐĘđƬĊƤĽŪşɱaşđɱŪİƤĘşɱĘǉƍĘƐĽĘşĊĽşıɱƍŪǃĘƐƤǊɱ
aşđɱŝaƤĘƐĽaŔɱđĘǞĊĽĘşĊǊɱɒaŔŔɱƤĸƐĘĘɓɂɱđĽİǞĊƬŔƤɱĊŪşđĽƤĽŪşƘɱİŪƐɱƤĸĘɱĘđƬĊa-

ƤĽŪşɱŪİɱĊĸĽŔđƐĘşɱɒĘƘƍĘĊĽaŔŔǊɱLaŎĊĸaɓɱǄĽƤĸɱđĽışĽƤǊɁɱTĸƐŪƬıĸɱƤĸĘĽƐɱaĊƤĽŪşƘɂɱ
teachers faced obvious risks of persecution and political punishment, 

ǊĘƤɱƤĸĘǊɱaĊƤĘđɱǄĽƤĸɱĊŪƬƐaıĘɱaşđɱƍĘƐƘĘǃĘƐaşĊĘɁɱDŪǃaŔŪǃáɱaşđɱMĽőƬŔŪǃáɱ
ƘƍĘşƤɱǊĘaƐƘɱƬşİaĽƐŔǊɱĽşɱƍƐĽƘŪşɁɱLaŎĊĸaɱǄaƘɱƬşŎƬƘƤŔǊɱđĘƍĘşđĘşƤɱŪşɱŝaƤĘƐ-
ĽaŔɱƍŪǃĘƐƤǊɂɱĸĘɱĘǉƍĘƐĽĘşĊĘđɱaşǉĽĘƤǊɱĽşɱƘĘĊƬƐĽşıɱƤĸĘɱİaŝĽŔǊɂɱĸĘɱƘaĊƐĽǞĊĘđɱ
his health as a result of his decision. In facing these circumstances, they 

aŔŔɱşĘĊĘƘƘaƐĽŔǊɱĘǉĘƐĊĽƘĘđɱƤĸĘĽƐɱǃĽƐƤƬĘƘɱŪİɱĉƐaǃĘƐǊɱaşđɱǞđĘŔĽƤǊɁ
ɑĊɒɰSĘƐǃĽşıɰŪƤĸĘƐƘɰaşđɰaşɰĽđĘaŔɀɰThrough their actions, the teach-

ers served the ideal of personal inner freedom and the right of self-

ĘƘƤĘĘŝɱɒaŔŔɱƤĸƐĘĘɓɂɱaƘɱǄĘŔŔɱaƘɱƤĸĘɱđĘİĘşƘĘɱŪİɱŝŪƐaŔɱaşđɱƐĘŔĽıĽŪƬƘɱǃaŔ-
ƬĘƘɱɒDŪǃaŔŪǃáɂɱLaŎĊĸaɓɁɱIşɱşŪşĘɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱĊaƘĘƘɱǄaƘɱƤĸĘɱǃĽĊƤĽŝɥƘɱƘĘŔİɘƍĽƤǊɱ
or a victim syndrome recorded in their further lives, although they 

İaĽƐŔǊɱđĘŝaşđĘđɱƐĘĸaĉĽŔĽƤaƤĽŪşɱaİƤĘƐɱƤĸĘɱĊĸaşıĘɱŪİɱƐĘıĽŝĘɱɒDŪǃaŔŪǃáɂ 
MĽőƬŔŪǃáɓɁɱIşɱƤĸĘĽƐɱaĊƤĽŪşƘɂɱƤĸĘǊɱǄĘƐĘɱİŪĊƬƘĽşıɱŪşɱƤĸĘɱıŪŪđɱŪİɱŪƤĸĘƐɱ
ƍĘƐƘŪşƘɂɱƤĸĘĽƐɱŔŪǃĘđɱŪşĘƘɱɒDŪǃaŔŪǃáɂɱLaŎĊĸaɓɱĉƬƤɱaƤɱƤĸĘɱƘaŝĘɱƤĽŝĘɱ
they wanted to be faithful to the truth and a high transcendent ideal 

ɒLaŎĊĸaɓɁɱEǃĘşɱaİƤĘƐɱĘǉƍƬŔƘĽŪşɱİƐŪŝɱƤĸĘɱƤĘaĊĸĽşıɱƘĘƐǃĽĊĘƘɂɱƤĸĘǊɱƤƬƤŪƐĘđɱ
students in the evening and maintained good long-term relations with 

ƤĸĘŝɱɒDŪǃaŔŪǃáɂɱLaŎĊĸaɓɁɱTĸĘǊɱđĽđɱşŪƤɱƐĘŎĘĊƤɱƤĸĘĽƐɱƍƐŪİĘƘƘĽŪşɂɱƤĸĘǊɱĊaƐ-
ried it further as a personal mission. They were willing not to merge 

ǄĽƤĸɱƤĸĘɱĊƐŪǄđɱŪİɱƘĽŔĘşƤɱŪƐɱĊŪşİŪƐŝĽƘƤɱƍĘŪƍŔĘɂɱǄĸŪɱİŪƐŝĘđɱƤĸĘɱŝaŎŪƐ-
ity, their actions were not reduced only to dreaming or silent rumble 

ĉƬƤɱĘǉƍƐĘƘƘĘđɱƤĸĘĽƐɱaƤƤĽƤƬđĘɱǄĽƤĸɱƘƍĘĊĽǞĊɱŝaşĽİĘƘƤaƤĽŪşɁɱFĽđĘŔĽƤǊɱƤŪɱ
ĽşƤĘƐşaŔɱƍƐĽşĊĽƍŔĘƘɱǄaƘɱaŔƘŪɱƤĸĘĽƐɱđĘİĘşƘĘɱŪİɱŎƬƘƤĽĊĘɱaşđɱĸƬŝaşɱƐĽıĸƤƘɱ
aşđɱİƐĘĘđŪŝƘɱĽşɱıĘşĘƐaŔɁɱTĸĘƘĘɱƍƐĽşĊĽƍŔĘƘɱaşđɱƐĘŔĽıĽŪƬƘɱİaĽƤĸɱɒDŪǃaŔŪǃáɂɱ
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LaŎĊĸaɓɱİŪƐŝĘđɱaɱƤƐaşƘĊĘşđĘşƤɱƍĽŔŔaƐɱİŪƐɱƤĸĘŝɂɱŪşɱǄĸĽĊĸɱƤĸĘǊɱƐĘŔĽĘđɱ
during their lives.

ɑđɒɰGƐaƤƬĽƤǊɀ The actions of all three at the time of the act were not 

ŝŪƤĽǃaƤĘđɱĉǊɱaşǊɱƍƐŪǞƤɄɱŪşɱƤĸĘɱĊŪşƤƐaƐǊɂɱƤĸĘǊɱőşĘǄɱŪƐɱaƘƘƬŝĘđɱƤĸaƤɱ
their actions faced existential risks. Their heroism was not a manifest-

aƤĽŪşɱŪİɱŎƬƘƤɱŪşĘɱƬşĽƏƬĘɱaĊƤɱĉƬƤɱĽƤɱǄaƘɱƤĸĘɱƐĘƘƬŔƤɱŪİɱaɱŔŪşıɘƤĘƐŝɱĊŪş-

ƤĽşƬŪƬƘɱĘİİŪƐƤɂɱƤĸĘɱİŪƐŝaƤĽŪşɱŪİɱƤĸĘĽƐɱĊĸaƐaĊƤĘƐƘɱaşđɱĉĘŔĽĘİƘɁɱHŪǄĘǃĘƐɂɱ
their exceptional behavior did not lead to exclusivism, superior atti-

tudes towards others, their heroism can be described as “inclusive” – 

involving others in friendship, solidarity and their own educational 

ĽşǡƬĘşĊĘɱɒĘɁıɁɱĽşɱƐĘŔaƤĽŪşɱƤŪɱƤĸĘĽƐɱŪǄşɱĊĸĽŔđƐĘşɱĉƬƤɱaŔƘŪɱĊŪŔŔĘaıƬĘƘɱaƤɱ
ǄŪƐőɱŪƐɱİŪƐŝĘƐɱƘƤƬđĘşƤƘɓɁɱEǃĘşɱǄĽƤĸŪƬƤɱıƐĘaƤɱıĘƘƤƬƐĘƘɱaşđɱƘĘŔİɘƍƐĘƘĘşƤ-
ations, their story had an exemplary dimension, had an educational 

aşđɱƍƐŪƍĸĘƤĽĊɱĘİİĘĊƤɱŪşɱƤĸĘɱƍĘŪƍŔĘɱaƐŪƬşđɱƤĸĘŝɱɒDŪǃaŔŪǃáɂɱLaŎĊĸaɓɁ
CĸaƐaĊƤĘƐĽaŔɱĸĘƐŪĽƘŝɱƍƐŪǃĘđɱƤŪɱĉĘɱǃaƐĽĘđɱaşđɱƍŔƬƐaŔɱĸĘƐĘɂɱƤŪŪɃɱƤĸĘƐĘɱ

ĽƘɱşŪɱɢŪşĘɣɱĸĘƐŪĽƘŝɂɱƤĸĘƐĘɱaƐĘɱŝaşǊɱđĽİİĘƐĘşƤɱǄaǊƘɱŪİɱƐĘaŔĽǔĽşıɱĸĘƐŪ-

ism. The micro-stories of the three selected teachers are the evidence 

ŪİɱaɱŔaƐıĘɱşƬŝĉĘƐɱŪİɱƘĽŝĽŔaƐɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐɱđĘƘƤĽşĽĘƘɂɱǄĸĽĊĸɱĊaşɱĉĘɱƏƬaŔĽǞĘđɱ
as stories of hidden heroesϧϪ. In contrast to the totalitarian notion of 

the extra-moral campaign of this victorious class, the “little” virtuous 

heroes who illustrate the stories of our three teachers clearly come to 

the fore.

IşɱaşƘǄĘƐĽşıɱƤĸĘɱƐĘƘĘaƐĊĸɱƏƬĘƘƤĽŪşƘɂɱIɱĽđĘşƤĽǞĘđɱİŪƬƐɱőĘǊɱİĘaƤƬƐĘƘɱ
of moral heroism and traced their occurrence in the stories of selec-

ted teachers. In the synthesis of these four characteristics, it is possible 

ƤŪɱƘƬŝŝaƐĽǔĘɱƤĸĘɱƤǊƍĽĊaŔɱĸĘƐŪĽĊɱĊĸaƐaĊƤĘƐĽƘƤĽĊƘɱŪİɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐƘɂɱǄĸĽĊĸɱƤĸĘɱ
ƐĘıĽŝĘɱŪƘƤƐaĊĽǔĘđɁ

Ͷ͹ This study presents only three cases in which teachers resisted and endured the 

ƐĘƍƐĘƘƘĽŪşɱŪİɱaɱƤŪƤaŔĽƤaƐĽaşɱƘƤaƤĘɁɱAɱŝŪƐĘɱŝaƘƘĽǃĘɂɱĉŪŪőɘĊŪŔŔĘĊƤĽŪşɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱƘƤŪƐĽĘƘɱ
ŪİɱİŪƬƐƤĘĘşɱƤĘaĊĸĘƐƘɱǄĸŪɱƐĘƘĽƘƤĘđɱƤĸĘɱƍĘƐƘĘĊƬƤĽŪşɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱNaǔĽɱƘƤaƤĘɱĽşɱGĘƐŝaşǊ 

ɒǮǶǰǰɚǮǶǱǲɓɱĽƘɱƍƐĘƘĘşƤĘđɱĉǊɱLƬƤǔɱǃaşɱDĽĊőɱĽşɱLĘĸƐĘƐŪƍƍŪƘĽƤĽŪşɰĽŝɰNSɗSƤaaƤɀɰBĽŪıƐaǝƘ-
che Berichte über den „aufrechten Gang“ɱɒǮǶǶǭɓɁɱTĸĘɱİaƤĘƘɱđĘƍĽĊƤĘđɱĽşɱĉŪƤĸɱƍƬĉŔĽĊa-

tions show analogous features of teachers who “walked upright” to maintain their 

đĽışĽƤǊɁɱVaşɱDĽĊőɥƘɱƍƬĉŔĽĊaƤĽŪşɱĊaşɱĉĘɱaɱĊĸaŔŔĘşıĘɱƤŪɱƬƘɱİŪƐɱaɱƘĽŝĽŔaƐɱƤƐĘaƤŝĘşƤɱŪİɱ
the stories of persecuted teachers in Slovakia.
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In terms of historical research, this probe opens a window to a par-

aŔŔĘŔɱƐĘaŔĽƤǊɱƤĸaƤɱĸaƘɱşŪɱƘƤƐŪşıɱƘƬƍƍŪƐƤɱĽşɱŪİǞĊĽaŔɱaƐĊĸĽǃaŔɱđŪĊƬŝĘşƤƘɃɱ
private daily history of oppositional persons can be captured mainly 

on the basis of “weak” sources such as letter correspondence, memor-

ĽĘƘɱŪİɱǄĽƤşĘƘƘĘƘɱaşđɱƤĘƘƤĽŝŪşǊɱŪİɱđĽƐĘĊƤɱƍaƐƤĽĊĽƍaşƤƘɁɱOİǞĊĽaŔɱđŪĊƬ-

ŝĘşƤƘɱɒĘɁıɁɱŝĽşƬƤĘƘɱŪİɱĽşƤĘƐƐŪıaƤĽŪşƘɂɱĊŪƬƐƤɱđĘĊĽƘĽŪşƘɱaşđɱŎƬđıŝĘşƤƘɂɱ
ađŝĽşĽƘƤƐaƤĽǃĘɱĽşƘƤĽƤƬƤĽŪşaŔɱđŪĊƬŝĘşƤƘɂɱƤĸĘşɱŪİǞĊĽaŔɱĽşƤĘƐƍƐĘƤaƤĽŪşƘɱ
ŪİɱĘǃĘşƤƘɱĽşɱƤĸĘɱƍƐĘƘƘɱaşđɱĽşɱĸĽƘƤŪƐĽĊaŔɱƤĘǉƤƘɓɱǄĘƐĘɱƍƐĘƍaƐĘđɱǄĽƤĸɱĉĽaƘɱ
aşđɱĽşɱƤĸĘɱŔĘşƘɱŪİɱƤĸĘɱǞıĸƤɱaıaĽşƘƤɱƤĸĘɱĊŔaƘƘɱĘşĘŝǊɁɱGĽǃĘşɱƤĸaƤɱǄĘɱđŪɱ
not have a collected and historically processed corpus of cases of per-

secuted teachers in Slovakia, this paper is a stimulus and a challenge 

to continue mapping the other side of the socialist education story, to 
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torical and social phenomenon.

In conclusion, it is worth mentioning the current moral-educational 

aspect of the presented research. In reviving the interest in character 
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the study of following worthy good role models, whose exceptional 

features can be attractive in shaping young people’s own personalit-
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er-heroes, the probe of which is contained in this article, is a valuable 

source for this type of educational activityϧϫ.
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