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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
DETECTING A FALL BY A USER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO PRIOR
APPLICATIONS

This application is the U.S. National Phase application
under 35 U.S.C. § 371 of International Application No.
PCT/EP2019/055232, filed on Mar. 4, 2019, which claims
the benefit of European Patent Application No. 18160856.3,
filed on Mar. 9, 2018. These applications are hereby incor-
porated by reference herein.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a method and apparatus for
detecting a fall by a user.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Falls of individuals are a significant problem, particularly
for elderly people. About 30 percent of people over 65 years
old fall at least once a year. A fall is defined as a sudden,
uncontrolled and unintentional downward displacement of
the body to the ground, followed by an impact, after which
the body stays down on the ground. A fall may cause injury
and lead to reduced mobility and difficulty in maintaining
independence.

PERS (personal emergency response system) is a system
for users in which help can be assured. By means of Personal
Help Buttons (PHBs), the user can push the button to
summon help in an emergency. A majority of calls are
because the user has fallen. However, if the user suffers a
severe fall (for example by which they get confused or even
worse if they are knocked unconscious), the user might be
unable to push the PHB, which might mean that help doesn’t
arrive for a significant period of time, particularly if the user
lives alone. The consequences of a fall can become more
severe if the user stays lying for a long time.

Fall detection systems are also available that process the
output of one or more movement sensors and/or air pressure
sensors to determine if the user has suffered a fall, thereby
allowing an alert to be generated without the need of pushing
the PHB. Most existing body-worn fall detection systems
make use of an accelerometer (usually an accelerometer that
measures acceleration in three dimensions) and they are
configured to infer the occurrence of a fall by processing the
time series generated by the accelerometer. An air pressure
sensor can provide a measure of a height (altitude) change,
for example due to a fall. A fall detector that is part of a
PHB/PERS device can take a plurality of form factors, for
instance be in the form of a pendant that is worn around the
neck, or in the form of a watch, band or bracelet that is worn
at the wrist.

Fall detection systems are typically optimised to trade the
false alarm (FA) rate against the fall detection probability.
That is, a fall detector aims to detect the occurrence of falls
as accurately as possible (i.e. positively detecting every
instance of a fall), while minimising the number of false
detections (i.e. detecting a fall when no fall has taken place).
The location of the body at which the fall detector is worn
can affect the FA rate. For example, where the fall detector
is worn at suboptimal locations like the wrist, the FA rate can
be higher. The FA rate may also increase when the fall
detection algorithm is configured to detect more exceptional
(or more unusual) fall situations, such as, for example,
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falling on to the bed when trying to get up out of bed or
falling when bending down to pick something up from the
floor.

It is a drawback of current fall detection system or
apparatus that the false alarm rate is too high, thereby
generating an avoidable data flow, an increased burden on
the healthcare system, and an episode of stress for the
wearer, which could have adverse health effect. There is
therefore a desire to further improve the false alarm rate of
fall detectors while maintaining, or even improving, the
probability of successfully detecting a fall.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The techniques described herein make use of the increas-
ing occurrence of sensors in connected devices used in the
home, work or healthcare environment (the so-called ‘Inter-
net of Things’ (I0T)). A user may use one or more of these
connected devices from time to time, and the information
obtained by the sensor(s) in those devices may be useful in
detecting whether a user has suffered a fall. For example, a
sensor or sensors may be present in an assistive device, such
as a walking stick or walking frame, or a smart phone, and
if the user falls while using or carrying one of these devices,
analysing or processing the sensor measurements relating to
the device in conjunction with processing of measurements
of movements by a fall detector may provide more reliable
detection of whether the subject has incurred a fall.

Thus, according to a first specific aspect, there is provided
a fall detection apparatus for detecting a fall by a user, the
fall detection apparatus comprising a processing unit con-
figured to: receive measurements of movements of the user
over time from a first movement sensor that is to be worn or
carried by the user; determine if any of one or more objects
are being carried or used by the user; and determine whether
the user has fallen by processing the received measurements
of the movements of the user and measurements of move-
ments of any object that is being carried or used by the user.
Thus, the reliability of fall detection of the user by a system
or an apparatus can be improved by making use of move-
ment measurements of any object that is being carried or
used by the user.

In some embodiments, the processing unit is configured to
determine whether the user has fallen by processing only the
received measurements of the movements of the user if it is
determined that none of the one or more objects are being
carried or used by the user. In this way, if no objects are
being carried or used by the user (or no objects are being
carried or used that can improve fall detection reliability),
then the apparatus operates to detect a fall in a conventional
yet effective way.

In some embodiments, the processing unit is configured to
analyse the received measurements of movements of the
user to determine an initial indication of whether the user
may have fallen; and determine if any of the one or more
objects are being carried or used by the user if the initial
indication indicates that the user may have fallen. In this
way, the processing of additional sets of movement mea-
surements can be prevented until a possible fall is detected
from the measurements of the movements of the user,
thereby reducing power/resource consumption, while keep-
ing reliability of the measurement.

In some embodiments, the processing unit is configured to
determine whether the user has fallen by: processing the
received measurements of the movements of the user to
determine a first indication of whether the user has fallen; for
each object that has been determined to be carried or used by
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the user, process respective measurements of the movements
of the object to determine a respective indication of whether
the user or object has fallen; and determine whether the user
has fallen based on the first indication and the respective
indication for each object that has been determined to be
carried or used by the user. In this way, each of the user and
the object(s) can be separately assessed for a fall, and an
overall fall outcome determined from those separate assess-
ments.

In alternative embodiments, the processing unit is con-
figured to determine whether the user has fallen by: pro-
cessing the received measurements of the movements of the
user to extract values for one or more fall characteristics; for
each object that has been determined to be carried or used by
the user, process respective measurements of the movements
of the object to extract values for one or more fall charac-
teristics; and determine whether the user has fallen based on
the values of the one or more fall characteristics extracted
from the received measurements of the movements of the
user and the values of the one or more fall characteristics
extracted from the respective measurements of the move-
ments of the objects. In this way, fall characteristics for the
user and the object(s) can be combined to determine whether
a fall has occurred.

In some embodiments, the one or more fall characteristics
comprises any of a height change, a vertical velocity, the
occurrence of an impact, an impact magnitude, a period of
free fall, an amount of rotation or orientation change and a
motionless period after an impact.

In some embodiments, the processing unit is configured to
determine if any of the one or more objects are being carried
or used by the user based on any one or more of: measure-
ments of the movements of one or more of the objects;
indications of whether any of the one or more objects is
switched on or activated; measurements of the location of
the one or more objects; indications of whether any of the
one or more objects are wirelessly connected to the fall
detection apparatus; measurements of temperature at one or
more of the objects; and measurements of air pressure at one
or more of the objects.

In alternative embodiments, the processing unit is con-
figured to determine if any of the one or more objects are
being carried or used by the user by comparing the received
measurements of the movements of the user with measure-
ments of the movements of the one or more objects. This
comparison of the movements of the user and object can
provide a reliable indication of whether an object is being
carried or used by the user. In these embodiments the
processing unit can be configured to compare the received
measurements of the movements of the user with respective
measurements of the movements of the one or more objects
to determine if any of the one or more objects are being
carried or used by the user by: determining a measure of
activity of the user from the received measurements of the
movements of the user; for each object, determining a
measure of activity of the object from the respective mea-
surements of the movements of the object; and for each
object, comparing the measure of activity of the user to the
measure of activity of the object to determine if the object
is being carried or used by the user. In these embodiments,
the processing unit can be configured to compare the mea-
sure of activity of the user to the measure of activity of the
object to determine a measure of correlation between the
activity of the user and the activity of the object, and to
determine whether an object is being carried or used by the
user based on the measure of correlation.
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In some embodiments, the processing unit is further
configured to: receive measurements of air pressure over
time from a first air pressure sensor that is to be worn or
carried by the user; receive respective measurements of air
pressure over time from respective air pressure sensors that
are for monitoring the air pressure at the one or more
objects; determining if there is a correlation between the
measurements of air pressure at the user with the respective
measurements of the air pressure at the one or more objects;
and using the result of the correlation to determine if any of
the one or more objects are being carried or used by the user.
In this way it is possible to determine if the object and user
are in the same environment, e.g. in the same room, outside,
on the same floor of a building, etc.

In some embodiments, the processing unit is further
configured to determine if a detected fall is an exception due
to the dropping of an object that is being carried or used by
the user. In this way, accidental drops of an object (or an
object otherwise falling on the floor) will not lead to a fall
of the user being detected. In these embodiments, the
processing unit can be configured to determine if a detected
fall is an exception by determining from respective mea-
surements of the movements of the one or more objects
whether there is a height increase following an impact. In
these embodiments the processing unit can be configured to
determine if a detected fall is an exception by determining
from the respective measurements of the movements of the
one or more objects whether there is a height increase
following an impact and determining from the measure-
ments of the movements of the user whether there is a
corresponding height increase of the first movement sensor.

In some embodiments, any of the one or more objects can
comprise a telephone, a smart phone, a tablet computer, a
laptop computer, an activity tracker, a walking stick, a
walking cane, a walking frame, assistive devices, exercise
equipment, a remote control, an item of household equip-
ment, and a personal care device (e.g. a toothbrush, a shaver,
a haircare device, etc.).

In some embodiments, the first movement sensor is part
of a watch, a smart watch, a pendant, a chest band, a waist
band, an item of clothing or a wearable device.

In some embodiments, the processing unit is further
configured to receive respective measurements of move-
ments of the one or more objects over time from respective
movement sensors that are for monitoring the movements of
the one or more objects.

According to a second aspect, there is provided a fall
detection system for detecting a fall by a user, the fall
detection system comprising a fall detection apparatus
according to the above aspect or any embodiment thereof;
and one or more objects that can be carried or used by the
user, each object having a respective movement sensor for
measuring the movements of the object.

In some embodiments, the respective movement sensors
for monitoring the movements of the one or more objects are
integrated into or attached to the objects.

According to a third specific aspect, there is provided a
method of detecting a fall by a user, the method comprising:
receiving measurements of movements of the user over time
from a first movement sensor that is worn or carried by the
user; determining if any of one or more objects are being
carried or used by the user; and determining whether the user
has fallen by processing the received measurements of the
movements of the user and measurements of movements of
any object that is being carried or used by the user. Thus, the
reliability of fall detection of the user can be improved by
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making use of movement measurements of any object that is
being carried or used by the user.

In some embodiments, the method further comprises
determining whether the user has fallen by processing only
the received measurements of the movements of the user if
it is determined that none of the one or more objects are
being carried or used by the user. In this way, if no objects
are being carried or used by the user (or no objects are being
carried or used that can improve fall detection reliability),
then the apparatus operates to detect a fall in a conventional
way.

In some embodiments, the step of determining whether
the user has fallen comprises analysing the received mea-
surements of movements of the user to determine an initial
indication of whether the user may have fallen; and deter-
mining if any of the one or more objects are being carried or
used by the user if the initial indication indicates that the
user may have fallen. In this way, the processing of addi-
tional sets of movement measurements can be prevented
until a possible fall is detected from the measurements of the
movements of the user, thereby reducing power/resource
consumption.

In some embodiments, the step of determining whether
the user has fallen comprises processing the received mea-
surements of the movements of the user to determine a first
indication of whether the user has fallen; for each object that
has been determined to be carried or used by the user,
processing respective measurements of the movements of
the object to determine a respective indication of whether
the user or object has fallen; and determining whether the
user has fallen based on the first indication and the respec-
tive indication for each object that has been determined to be
carried or used by the user. In this way, each of the user and
the object(s) can be separately assessed for a fall, and an
overall fall outcome determined from those separate assess-
ments.

In alternative embodiments, the step of determining
whether the user has fallen comprises processing the
received measurements of the movements of the user to
extract values for one or more fall characteristics; for each
object that has been determined to be carried or used by the
user, processing respective measurements of the movements
of the object to extract values for one or more fall charac-
teristics; and determining whether the user has fallen based
on the values of the one or more fall characteristics extracted
from the received measurements of the movements of the
user and the values of the one or more fall characteristics
extracted from the respective measurements of the move-
ments of the objects. In this way, fall characteristics for the
user and the object(s) can be combined to determine whether
a fall has occurred.

In some embodiments, the one or more fall characteristics
comprises any of a height change, a vertical velocity, the
occurrence of an impact, an impact magnitude, a period of
free fall, an amount of rotation or orientation change and a
motionless period after an impact.

In some embodiments, the step of determining if any of
the one or more objects are being carried or used by the user
makes use of any one or more of: measurements of the
movements of one or more of the objects; indications of
whether any of the one or more objects is switched on or
activated; measurements of the location of the one or more
objects; indications of whether any of the one or more
objects are wirelessly connected to the fall detection appa-
ratus; measurements of temperature at one or more of the
objects; and measurements of air pressure at one or more of
the objects.
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In alternative embodiments, the step of determining if any
of the one or more objects are being carried or used by the
user comprises comparing the received measurements of the
movements of the user with measurements of the move-
ments of the one or more objects. This comparison of the
movements of the user and object can provide a reliable
indication of whether an object is being carried or used by
the user. In these embodiments the step of comparing the
received measurements of the movements of the user with
respective measurements of the movements of the one or
more objects to determine if any of the one or more objects
are being carried or used by the user comprises determining
a measure of activity of the user from the received mea-
surements of the movements of the user; for each object,
determining a measure of activity of the object from the
respective measurements of the movements of the object;
and for each object, comparing the measure of activity of the
user to the measure of activity of the object to determine if
the object is being carried or used by the user. In these
embodiments, the step of comparing the measure of activity
of the user to the measure of activity of the object to
determine if the object is being carried or used by the user
comprises comparing the measure of activity of the user to
the measure of activity of the object to determine a measure
of correlation between the activity of the user and the
activity of the object, and determining whether an object is
being carried or used by the user based on the measure of
correlation.

In some embodiments, the method further comprises the
steps of: receiving measurements of air pressure over time
from a first air pressure sensor that is to be worn or carried
by the user; receiving respective measurements of air pres-
sure over time from respective air pressure sensors that are
for monitoring the air pressure at the one or more objects;
determining if there is a correlation between the measure-
ments of air pressure at the user with the respective mea-
surements of the air pressure at the one or more objects; and
using the result of the correlation to determine if any of the
one or more objects are being carried or used by the user. In
this way it is possible to determine if the object and user are
in the same environment, e.g. in the same room, outside, on
the same floor of a building, etc.

In some embodiments, the method further comprises the
step of determining if a detected fall is an exception due to
the dropping of an object that is being carried or used by the
user. In this way, accidental drops of an object (or an object
otherwise falling on the floor) will not lead to a fall of the
user being detected. In these embodiments, the step of
determining if a detected fall is an exception can comprise
determining from respective measurements of the move-
ments of the one or more objects whether there is a height
increase following an impact. In these embodiments the step
of determining if a detected fall is an exception can comprise
determining from the respective measurements of the move-
ments of the one or more objects whether there is a height
increase following an impact and determining from the
measurements of the movements of the user whether there is
a corresponding height increase of the first movement sen-
sor.

In some embodiments, any of the one or more objects can
comprise a telephone, a smart phone, a tablet computer, a
laptop computer, an activity tracker, a walking stick, a
walking cane, a walking frame, assistive devices, exercise
equipment, a remote control, an item of household equip-
ment, and a personal care device.
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In some embodiments, the first movement sensor is part
of a watch, a smart watch, a pendant, a chest band, a waist
band, an item of clothing or a wearable device.

In some embodiments, the method further comprises the
step of receiving respective measurements of movements of
the one or more objects over time from respective movement
sensors that are for monitoring the movements of the one or
more objects.

According to a fourth aspect, there is provided a computer
program product comprising a computer readable medium
having computer readable code embodied therein, the com-
puter readable code being configured such that, on execution
by a suitable computer or processor, the computer or pro-
cessor is caused to perform the method according to the third
aspect or any embodiment thereof,

These and other aspects will be apparent from and elu-
cidated with reference to the embodiment(s) described here-
inafter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Exemplary embodiments will now be described, by way
of example only, with reference to the following drawings,
in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a fall detection apparatus
according to an aspect in a fall detection system;

FIG. 2 is a flow chart illustrating a method of detecting a
fall according to an aspect;

FIG. 3 shows a first set of graphs illustrating exemplary
movement measurements for a fall detection apparatus,
exemplary movement measurements for an object and a
measure of the correlation between the movement measure-
ments;

FIG. 4 shows a second set of graphs illustrating exem-
plary movement measurements for a fall detection appara-
tus, exemplary movement measurements for an object and a
measure of the correlation between the movement measure-
ments; and

FIG. 5 shows a third set of graphs illustrating exemplary
movement measurements for a fall detection apparatus,
exemplary movement measurements for an object and a
measure of the correlation between the movement measure-
ments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 shows a fall detection apparatus 2 according to an
aspect. The fall detection apparatus 2 is shown as part of a
fall detection system 4 that also includes one or more objects
6.

The fall detection apparatus 2 includes a processing unit
8 that controls the operation of the apparatus 2 and that can
be configured to execute or perform the methods described
herein. In particular, the processing unit 8 is provided to
analyse or process measurements from one or more sensors
to determine whether a user of the apparatus 2 has fallen.
The processing unit 8 can be implemented in numerous
ways, with software and/or hardware, to perform the various
functions described herein. The processing unit 8 may
comprise one or more microprocessors or digital signal
processor (DSPs) that may be programmed using software
or computer program code to perform the required functions
and/or to control components of the processing unit 8 to
effect the required functions. The processing unit 8 may be
implemented as a combination of dedicated hardware to
perform some functions (e.g. amplifiers, pre-amplifiers, ana-
log-to-digital convertors (ADCs) and/or digital-to-analog
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convertors (DACs)) and a processor (e.g., one or more
programmed microprocessors, controllers, DSPs and asso-
ciated circuitry) to perform other functions. Examples of
components that may be employed in various embodiments
of the present disclosure include, but are not limited to,
conventional microprocessors, DSPs, application specific
integrated circuits (ASICs), and field-programmable gate
arrays (FPGAs).

The processing unit 8 is connected to a memory unit 10
that can store data, information and/or signals for use by the
processing unit 8 in controlling the operation of the appa-
ratus 2 and/or in executing or performing the methods
described herein. In some implementations the memory unit
10 stores computer-readable code that can be executed by
the processing unit 8 so that the processing unit 8 performs
one or more functions, including the methods described
herein. The memory unit 10 can also store measurements or
measurement signals received from one or more sensors
ready for subsequent processing by the processing unit 8,
and/or any other information required for or during the
methods and techniques described herein. The memory unit
10 can comprise any type of non-transitory machine-read-
able medium, such as cache or system memory including
volatile and non-volatile computer memory such as random
access memory (RAM) static RAM (SRAM), dynamic
RAM (DRAM), read-only memory (ROM), programmable
ROM (PROM), erasable PROM (EPROM), and electrically
erasable PROM (EEPROM).

The apparatus 2 also includes interface circuitry 12 for
enabling a data connection to and/or data exchange with the
one or more objects 6 and/or other devices, including any
one or more of servers, databases, user devices, and sensors.
The connection may be direct or indirect (e.g. via the
Internet), and thus the interface circuitry 12 can enable a
connection between the apparatus 2 and a network, such as
the Internet, via any desirable wired or wireless communi-
cation protocol. For example, the interface circuitry 12 can
operate using WiFi, Bluetooth, Zigbee, or any cellular
communication protocol (including but not limited to Global
System for Mobile Communications (GSM), Universal
Mobile Telecommunications System (UMTS), Long Term
Evolution (LTE), LTE-Advanced, etc.). The interface cir-
cuitry 12 is connected to the processing unit 8. In the event
that the processing unit 8 detects a fall by the user and is to
trigger an alarm or alert, the processing unit 8 may com-
municate the occurrence of the fall (or triggering of the alert)
to a third party (e.g. a care provider or family member) via
the interface circuitry 12.

The apparatus 2 further includes a movement sensor 14
that is for monitoring the movements of the apparatus 2 (and
thus the movements of the user, or a part of the body of the
user, when the apparatus 2 is being worn or carried by the
user). The movement sensor 14 can generate a measurement
signal that contains a plurality of movement measurement
samples representing the movements at a plurality of time
instants. The movement sensor 14 may be an accelerometer
that measures accelerations, and that provides a measure-
ment signal indicating the accelerations measured in three
dimensions. The movement sensor 14 may alternatively be
a gyroscope or a magnetometer. Alternatively, the fall detec-
tion apparatus 2 may include two or more movement sensors
14, with the movement sensors 14 being any combination of
an accelerometer, gyroscope and magnetometer. The move-
ment sensor 14 is connected to the processing unit 8.

It will be appreciated that although the movement sensor
14 is shown as part of the fall detection apparatus 2 in FIG.
1, the movement sensor 14 may be separate from the part of
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the apparatus 2 that includes the processing unit 8 (for
example in a separate housing or body), and the movement
sensor 14 may be connected using a wired connection or
wirelessly to the rest of the apparatus 2, including the
processing unit 8 (e.g. via the interface circuitry 12). For
example the movement sensor 14 may be part of a smart
watch, and the processing unit 8 can be part of a smart phone
to which the smart watch is paired.

The apparatus 2 is a fall detector and (at least the
movement sensor 14) is intended to be worn or carried by
the user. Thus the fall detector apparatus 2 can be, for
example, in the form of a pendant or necklace to be worn
around the user’s neck, in the form of a watch, bracelet or
wrist band that can be worn at the wrist, in the form of a
chest band or chest strap that is worn around or at the chest,
in the form of a waist band or waist strap that is worn around
or at the waist, in a form that can be carried in a pocket of
an item of clothing, part of an item of clothing or in the form
of any other type of wearable device. Alternatively, in
embodiments where the movement sensor 14 is separate
from the part of the apparatus 2 that includes the processing
unit 8, the part of the apparatus 2 that includes the movement
sensor 14 can be in a housing or body that can be worn or
carried by the user (e.g. in the form of a pendant, necklace,
watch, bracelet, wrist band, chest band or chest strap, etc.),
and the rest of the apparatus 2 (e.g. that includes the
processing unit 8) can either be in a form that can also be
worn or carried by the user, or it can be in a form that is not
to be carried or worn by the user. In this case, the part of the
apparatus 2 that includes the processing unit 8 may be a
dedicated base unit for the movement sensor 14, or it may
be in the form of a computer, laptop or tablet computer.

In some embodiments, the fall detection apparatus 2 can
include one or more additional sensors that can provide
measurements useful for determining whether a user has
fallen. For example, the fall detection apparatus 2 can
include an air pressure sensor for measuring the environ-
mental air pressure and/or changes in the environmental air
pressure over time. Measurements of air pressure and/or
measurements of air pressure changes can be analysed to
provide information on altitude/height or changes in alti-
tude/height. As another example, the fall detection apparatus
2 can include one or more sensors for measuring one or more
physiological characteristics of the user, such as heart rate
(or other heart-related parameters), skin conductivity, etc.

It will be appreciated that a practical implementation of an
apparatus 2 may include additional components to those
shown in FIG. 1. For example the apparatus 2 may also
include a power supply, such as a battery, or components for
enabling the apparatus 2 to be connected to a mains power
supply. In some embodiments, the apparatus 2 may also
comprise a user interface that includes one or more compo-
nents that enables a user of apparatus 2 to input information,
data and/or commands into the apparatus 2, and/or enables
the apparatus 2 to output information or data to the user of
the apparatus 2. The user interface can comprise any suitable
input component(s), including but not limited to a keyboard,
keypad, one or more buttons, switches or dials, a mouse, a
track pad, a touchscreen, a stylus, a camera, a microphone,
etc., and the user interface can comprise any suitable output
component(s), including but not limited to a display screen,
one or more lights or light elements, one or more loudspeak-
ers, a vibrating element, etc.

An object 6 that can be used in or by the fall detection
system 4 can be any object that includes a sensor for
measuring the movements of the object 6. The object 6 may
be any type of device that can be used or carried by a user.
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The object 6 may therefore be any type of device used in the
home, work or healthcare environment, including, but not
limited to, a walking stick, a walking cane, a walking frame,
a smart phone, a tablet computer, a handbag, an assistive
device, any type of personal care device including a tooth-
brush, shaver, hair brush, etc., any type of portable kitchen
appliance or implement, including a kettle, sauce pan, frying
pan, mug, cup, cutlery, etc., a television remote control, any
type of household equipment, including a vacuum cleaner,
exercise equipment, etc. The object 6 or objects 6 can be
considered as being part of the so-called Internet of Things
1om.

Each object 6 that can be used in the system 4 includes a
respective movement sensor 16 for measuring the move-
ments of the object 6, and respective interface circuitry 18
for enabling the movement measurements or processing
results derived from the movement measurements to be
provided to the fall detection apparatus 2. The interface
circuitry 18 may be similar in functionality to the interface
circuitry 12 in the fall detection apparatus 2, and thus may
be used to establish a direct connection or an indirect
connection (e.g. via the Internet) to the fall detection appa-
ratus 2 via any desirable wired or wireless communication
protocol.

The movement sensor 16 may be similar to the movement
sensor 14 in the fall detection apparatus 2, and thus, for
example, the movement sensor 16 may be an accelerometer,
gyroscope or magnetometer. In some embodiments, an
object 6 may include one or more additional sensors that can
be useful for fall detection, such as an air pressure sensor
that measures the environmental air pressure at or around the
object 6.

In some cases an object 6 may also include a processing
unit (not shown in FIG. 1) that may be used as part of the
control or operation of the object 6, and that may be used to
perform some processing of the movement measurements
to, for example, detect whether the object 6 is/has been
moving, or detect whether the object 6 has suffered a
fall/impact, etc. In that case, the results of that processing
can be provided to the fall detection apparatus 2 by the
interface circuitry 18 (in addition to or instead of the
movement measurements by the movement sensor 16 in the
object 6).

It will be appreciated that the movement sensor 16 and
interface circuitry 18 may be integrated into an object 6 (e.g.
in the case of a smartphone), or they may be part of an
electronic unit that can be attached to an otherwise conven-
tional (i.e. non-smart and/or non-IOT) object 6. In a practical
implementation, a fall detection system 4 may only include
objects 6 that have an integrated movement sensor 16, only
include objects 6 that have a separate electronic unit
attached thereto, or a combination of objects 6 with an
integral movement sensor 16 and objects 6 with separate
electronic units.

It will also be appreciated that although FIG. 1 shows a
fall detection system 4 that includes two objects 6, in
practice the fall detection apparatus 2 can potentially make
use of movement measurements from any number of objects
6, and so the presence of just two objects 6 in FIG. 1 should
not be considered limiting.

The techniques described herein provide that the fall
detection apparatus 2 determines whether any objects 6 are
being carried or used by the user, and the movement
measurements of any object 6 that is determined to be in use
by the user or being carried by the user are analysed or
processed in conjunction with processing of measurements
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of movements by the movement sensor 14 in the fall detector
apparatus 2 to determine if the user has fallen.

One way to determine whether a particular object 6 is
being carried or used by the user is by determining whether
the object 6 is moving with the user. This can be determined
by comparing the movement measurements of the user to the
movement measurements of the object 6, or by comparing
an activity pattern extracted from the measurements of the
movements of the user with an activity pattern extracted
from the measurements of the movements of the object 6.
The actual movement signals/measurements and precise
sizes of acceleration (in the case of accelerometer measure-
ments) will be different for the user and object 6, but the
general pattern of not moving, slightly moving, moderately
moving, or forceful/agitated moving will exhibit some
agreement between the user and object 6. Those skilled in
the art will be aware of various ways in which an activity
pattern can be extracted from movement measurements and
ways in which movement measurements or activity patterns
can be compared to determine if an object 6 is being used or
carried by a user, including the use of a classifier that can be
trained based on training data. For example, an activity
pattern extracted from the object movement measurements
can be compared or correlated with an activity pattern
extracted from the user movement measurements. Move-
ments/activities should match or correlate for a sufficient
period of time (e.g. a few seconds, or a few minutes,
although small interruptions can be permitted) before it can
be determined that the object 6 is being used or carried by
the user. In some cases if the object 6 is motionless for a
period of time in which the fall detection apparatus 2/move-
ment sensor 14 is not motionless, then it can be determined
that the object 6 is not being used by the user.

Alternatively, the measurements of the movements of the
object 6 can be processed independently of (i.e. without
reference to) the measurements of the movements of the user
to determine if the object 6 is moving in a way that is
consistent with being used or carried by a user.

Another way to determine whether a particular object 6 is
being carried or used by the user is to determine whether the
user is gripping or holding the object 6. For example an
object 6 may include pressure sensor(s) or some other form
of contact/proximity sensor (such as a conductivity sensor
that can detect contact with skin) on a handle or grip portion
of the object 6, and the signal(s) from this/these sensors can
indicate whether the object 6 is being gripped or held by a
user. In a similar way, some objects 6 (e.g. a smartphone)
may include a fingerprint sensor, and this sensor can provide
an output indicating whether a particular user is holding,
carrying or using the object 6.

Another way to determine whether a particular object 6 is
being carried or used by the user is by determining whether
the object 6 is activated or switched on. For example, an
object 6 such as a toothbrush or a shaver will typically only
be switched on when it is being used by a user, and an
indication of whether the object 6 is switched on/off can be
provide an indication of whether the object 6 is being used
by a user.

Yet another way to determine whether an object 6 is being
used or carried by the user makes use of air pressure
measurements at the user and air pressure measurements at
the object 6. In this case, the fall detection apparatus 2 and
the object 6 should include respective air pressure sensors
for measuring air pressure. The air pressure measurements
from both sensors can be correlated to determine whether
the object 6 is near to the user (e.g. in the same room, since

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

air pressure can vary based on the environment, such as the
room, whether a window is open, whether air conditioning
is switched on, etc.).

Yet another way to determine whether an object 6 is being
used or carried by the user makes use of measurements of
the location of the fall detection apparatus 2/user and
measurements of the location of the object 6. These mea-
surements can be obtained using suitable sensors in the fall
detection apparatus 2 and the object 6. For example the
sensor can be a location sensor such as a satellite positioning
system (e.g. GPS) receiver, or a wireless transceiver, such as
a WiFi receiver or cellular network receiver that can use
triangulation of received signals and/or the identity of
detected network to determine a location. It can be deter-
mined that the object 6 is being carried or used by the user
if the measurements indicate that the fall detection apparatus
2 and the object 6 are at the same location (particularly if
they share the same location with that location changing
over time, i.e. as they move together).

Yet another way to determine whether an object 6 is being
used or carried by the user can make use of an indication of
whether the object 6 is wirelessly connected to the fall
detection apparatus 2, for example via WiFi or Bluetooth,
which have a limited, and relatively short, connection range.

Yet another way to determine whether an object 6 is being
used or carried by the user can make use of measurements
of the air temperature at the object 6. For example, if the
object 6 is being carried or used by the user there may be an
observable air temperature increase due to the proximity
with the user or due to skin contact by the user. Alternatively,
measurements of the air temperature at the object 6 can be
compared with measurements of the air temperature at the
fall detection apparatus 2, and if there is a correlation
between the air temperature measurements, then this can
indicate that the user is using or carrying the object 6.

Those skilled in the art will be aware of other ways in
which it is possible to determine whether an object 6 is being
used or carried by a user.

Those skilled in the art will also appreciate that any
combination of the above techniques can be used to deter-
mine whether an object 6 is being used or carried by the user,
and indeed a combination of the above techniques can
improve the reliability of the detection of whether an object
6 is being used or carried by a user.

Since a fall detection apparatus 2 is continuously moni-
toring a user to determine if a fall has taken place, in some
embodiments the fall detection apparatus 2 can also con-
tinuously or frequently (e.g. every few seconds) determine
whether any objects 6 are being used or carried by the user
so that the fall detection apparatus 2 can make use of
movement measurements of any object 6 that is in use or
being carried in the fall detection. In this case, the fall
detection apparatus 2 can maintain a list of possible objects
6 that the user could use or carry, and this list can indicate
(e.g. using a state variable for each object 6) whether the
object 6 is in use or being carried by the user.

In embodiments where it is possible to identify that a
particular user is holding, carrying or using the object 6 (e.g.
where a fingerprint sensor provides an output indicating a
particular user), the list can indicate that the object 6 is “with
user” (e.g. this can be indicated using a respective state
variable) provided that the object 6 continues to move (as
indicated by the measurements from the movement sensor
16), regardless of whether those movements correlate with
the movements measured by the movement sensor 14 in the
fall detection apparatus 2). In some cases, the “with user”
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state can be maintained even if there are short intervals of no
or little movement of the object 6.

In some embodiments, the movement measurements for
any object 6 that is currently in use or being carried by the
user can be processed along with the measurements of the
movements of the user to determine if the user has fallen. In
alternative embodiments, the movement measurements for
the user can be processed to determine if a fall may have
occurred, and if a fall is suspected, movement measurements
for an object 6 that is in use or being carried by the user (e.g.
as indicated by the state variable in the list) covering the
same time period as the suspected fall can be obtained and
processed with the user movement measurements to deter-
mine if the user has fallen. In either case, if no object 6 is in
use or being carried by the user at a particular time, fall
detection can be based just on the measurements of the
movements of the user from the movement sensor 14 in the
fall detection apparatus 2. Also in either case, if the list
indicates that there are objects 6 being carried or used, the
movement measurements for the object(s) 6 can be analysed
for a fall of the object, e.g. in the same time window as the
fall detected for the user, or according to some predeter-
mined temporal order. The fall detection outcomes for the
user and object(s) 6 can then be combined to determine an
overall indication of whether the user has fallen. This
combination may be based on a linear combination of the
fall outcomes, a weighted combination of the fall outcomes
(e.g. based on the type of object 6, the reliability of the fall
detection of a particular type of object), etc. Instead of
combining the respective outcomes, i.e. the fall detection
decisions by the fall detection apparatus 2 and every object
6 separately, another form is to combine the likelihoods of
observed characteristics (e.g. impacts, free falls, height
changes, orientation changes, motionless periods after an
impact, etc.) by the fall detection apparatus 2 and every
object 6 that is in use or being carried, and to test whether
the combined likelihood exceeds a decision threshold. The
observed characteristics may also include the temporal order
of detected falls by the user/object(s) 6 and movement
patterns. Although this approach is more complicated to
implement, it can provide more accurate detection perfor-
mance. In this latter approach, the presence or absence of the
characteristics can be determined by the respective process-
ing unit for the fall detection apparatus 2/object 6 as appro-
priate, and the characteristics for each of the fall detection
apparatus 2 and object(s) 6 combined in one of the process-
ing units. For example, in an embodiment where the fall
detection apparatus 2 is in the form of a smart watch, the fall
detection apparatus 2 can transmit the likelihoods of
detected characteristics (or a combined likelihood, e.g. the
product or sum) to an object 6 (e.g. in the form of a smart
phone that the fall detection apparatus 2/smart watch is
paired with), and the processing unit in the smart phone
(object 6) can combine them with the likelihoods of char-
acteristics detected in the measurements of movements by
the movement sensor 16 in the smart phone.

An intermediate approach is to combine (e.g. sum) the
overall (log) likelihood of every object 6 that is in use or
being carried, rather than having that likelihood tested
against an object-specific threshold, and apply a single
decision threshold to this combined likelihood.

As another approach, the detection of a possible fall in the
movement measurements for the user or an object 6 (that is
in use or being carried by the user) can cause an adjustment
in the fall detection algorithm applied to the other set (or
sets) of movement measurements that are to be analysed. For
example, if a fall of an object 6 is detected from the object
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movement measurements, the fall detection threshold(s) in
the algorithm used by the fall detection apparatus 2 on the
user movement measurements can be relaxed to make the
detection of a fall by the user more likely.

In some embodiments, the measurements of the move-
ments of the object 6 can be analysed or evaluated using the
same fall detection algorithm used to evaluate the measure-
ments of the movements of the user. That is, the processing
of the measurements of the movements of the object 6 can
aim to identify the same feature(s) (e.g. any of an impact, a
height change, a free fall, a rotation and a period of no or
little motion following an impact) using the same
parameter(s) (e.g. impact threshold, height change thresh-
old, etc.) as the processing of the user movements to detect
a fall by the user. Alternatively, the fall detection algorithm
used to evaluate the measurements of the movements of the
object 6 may be optimised or adjusted based on the char-
acteristics of the object 6 or characteristics of the object 6
when the object 6 is falling. These embodiments (i.e. the use
of the same or different fall detection algorithms for the user
movements and object movements) can be applied whether
the processing unit 8 in the fall detection apparatus 2
evaluates both sets of movement measurements, or whether
a processing unit in the respective object 6 processes the
object movement measurements before providing the pro-
cessing outcome (e.g. fall/no fall, or some intermediate
processing products, such as impact detected/no impact,
amount of height change, free fall/no free fall) to the
processing unit 8 in the fall detection apparatus 2.

For example a bottom of a walking stick may slip on the
ground leading to the user falling, and this slip (in addition
to other fall characteristics) may be detectable in the move-
ment measurements by the object movement sensor 16.

As another example, a height change on occurrence of a
fall may have a different likelihood distribution for a user
falling and an object 6 falling. The typical height change
measured by a movement sensor 16 in the object 6 will be
smaller than that measured by the movement sensor 14 in the
fall detection apparatus 2 on the user. Another example is
that the fall of a walking stick/walking cane will exhibit
more of a drop/free fall than a user. In a free fall, the
acceleration as sensed by an accelerometer 14/16 will vanish
to zero, or close to zero, i.e. below some threshold. The
transition from (around) gravity to zero will be a sharp and
steep descent, as will the ascent back to gravity (~9.81 ms™?)
at the end of this zero-g phase. The magnitude of the signal
in this ‘valley’, i.e. during the zero-g phase, will be relatively
flat (i.e. constant). Another characteristic of a fall by an
object 6 that can be evaluated is whether the duration of the
free fall (or near free-fall, e.g. where acceleration is near
zero) spans a minimum length.

As yet another example, a fall detection algorithm for
detecting the fall of a walking stick/cane can, in addition to
or instead of detecting a free fall, evaluate the movement
measurements around a detected trigger for characteristics
such as an orientation change of the object 6, the (absolute)
orientation of the object 6 (since, for example a walking
cane will likely be lying flat), and the amount of movement
after the detected trigger (typically, there will be no move-
ment). The trigger can be, for example, detecting an impact
(e.g. with a magnitude above a threshold) or detecting a
height drop (e.g. with a magnitude above a threshold).
Further, different signal processing algorithms to those used
by the fall detection apparatus 2 on the measurements of the
movements of the user may be applied to extract (quantify)
the characteristics. For example, the size of the impact might
be extracted in a different way, given the more free way that
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the object 6 may hit the ground, including the possibility that
the cane may ‘jump up’ or bounce after hitting the ground.

It will be appreciated that a user may drop an object 6 (or
the object 6 can otherwise fall onto the ground when it is not
being used) without the user themselves suffering a fall. A
user may typically then bend down to pick up the object 6,
and this pattern of movements in the user movement mea-
surements (e.g. height change, orientation change) and the
fall present in the object movement measurements can lead
to a false detection of a fall by the user. In that case, in some
embodiments to avoid (or reduce the risk of) the fall of an
object 6 in this way triggering an alarm that the user has
fallen, before an alarm is triggered, if a fall has been detected
then the fall can be tested to determine whether it relates to
an exceptional situation, such as the object 6 being dropped
or falling on to the floor.

Thus, after detecting a potential fall, it can be tested
whether the detected fall is due to the user picking up the
fallen object 6. This exceptional situation (the object falling
and the user picking it up) could be detected by testing the
movement measurements for a height rise shortly after the
impact (of the possible fall), and the co-occurrence of this
height rise (and of similar magnitudes) in both the user
movement measurements and the object movement mea-
surements.

As another example, heavy walking (i.e. walking with
heavy/hard footsteps) may induce movement signals with
the same feature values as a fall would do and is another type
of exceptional situation. In this case, if the movement
signals are periodic and of a prolonged duration, then the
potential fall (perhaps identified from an impact correspond-
ing to a heavy footstep) can be disregarded.

The flow chart in FIG. 2 illustrates a method of detecting
a fall by a user according to the various techniques described
herein. The method can be performed by the processing unit
8 in the fall detection device 2. In some embodiments,
computer program code can be provided that causes or
enables processing unit 8 to perform the method described
below.

In a first step, step 101, measurements of movements of
the user over time are received. These movement measure-
ments are obtained by a movement sensor 14 that is worn or
carried by the user (including a movement sensor 14 that is
part of an apparatus 2 that is being worn or carried by the
user). The measurements of movements may be received in
real-time or near real-time, or they may have been tempo-
rarily stored in memory unit 10 and are retrieved from the
memory unit 10 in step 101.

In the next step, step 103, it is determined whether any
objects 6 are being carried or used by the user.

If it is determined that one or more objects 6 are being
used by the user, then in step 105 the received measurements
of the movements of the user and measurements of the
movements of any object 6 that is being carried or used by
the user are processed to determine if the user has fallen.

To perform step 105, measurements of the movements of
the one or more objects 6 that are being carried or used by
the user are required. These measurements of movements
are obtained by respective movement sensors that monitor
the movements of the one or more objects 6. Thus, in some
embodiments, the method further comprises the step of
receiving measurements of the movements of one or more
objects 6 that have been determined to be in use or being
carried by the user. In alternative embodiments, measure-
ments of the movements of all possible objects 6 that can be
used or carried by the user are received, and the relevant set
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of measurements for object(s) 6 that are determined to be in
use or carried by the user are used in step 105.

If in step 103 it is determined that none of the one or more
objects 6 are being carried or used by the user, then step 105
comprises determining whether the user has fallen by pro-
cessing only the measurements of the movements of the user
received in step 101.

In some embodiments, the method can further comprise
analysing the received measurements of movements of the
user to determine an initial indication of whether the user
may have fallen, and step 103 may only be performed if the
initial indication indicates that the user may have fallen. The
initial indication could be based on whether the movement
measurements contain one or more fall characteristics, such
as an impact, height change, etc.

In some embodiments, step 105 comprises processing the
received measurements of the movements of the user to
determine a first indication of whether the user has fallen,
and, for each object 6 that has been determined in step 103
to be carried or used by the user, processing respective
measurements of the movements of the object 6 to determine
a respective indication of whether the user or object has
fallen. A decision on whether the user has fallen is then made
based on the first indication and the respective indication for
each object that has been determined to be carried or used by
the user. The indications of whether the user or an object has
fallen can be an absolute indication of a fall (i.e. the
indication can indicate a fall or no fall). In a modification to
this approach, a processing unit or respective processing unit
associated with the object(s) 6 can process respective mea-
surements of the movements of the object 6 to determine the
respective indication of whether the user or object has fallen,
and this indication can be provided to the processing unit 8
in the fall detection apparatus 2 so that the decision on
whether a fall has occurred can be made.

Alternatively, step 105 can comprise processing the
received measurements of the movements of the user to
extract values for one or more fall characteristics, and, for
each object that has been determined to be carried or used by
the user, processing respective measurements of the move-
ments of the object 6 to extract values for one or more fall
characteristics. A decision on whether the user has fallen can
then be made based on the values of the one or more fall
characteristics extracted from the measurements of the
movements of the user and the values of the one or more fall
characteristics extracted from the respective measurements
of the movements of the objects 6. Thus, as noted above, in
some embodiments, a fall decision can be based on a
combination (e.g. linear or weighted) of the values of the fall
characteristics. In alternative embodiments, the values of the
fall characteristics can be assessed using a classifier to
determine if a fall has occurred. In a modification to this
approach, a processing unit or respective processing unit
associated with the object(s) 6 can process respective mea-
surements of the movements of the object 6 to determine the
values of the one or more fall characteristics for the object
6, and these values can be provided to the processing unit 8
in the fall detection apparatus 2 so that the decision on
whether a fall has occurred can be made.

The fall characteristics can comprise any of a height
change, a vertical velocity, the occurrence of an impact, an
impact magnitude, a period of free fall, an amount of
rotation or orientation change and a motionless period after
an impact. In some embodiments, measurements from other
types of sensors can also be analysed to extract values for
one or more other characteristics relating to a fall, such as
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proximity to the floor, or physiological characteristics (e.g.
heart rate or skin conductivity that may indicate a stress
response in the user).

Step 103 can be performed as described above, and so, for
example, it is possible to determine if any objects 6 are being
carried or used by the user based on any one or more of
measurements of the movements of any object 6, an indi-
cation of whether any object 6 is switched on or activated;
measurements of air pressure at any object; measurements of
the location of the fall detection apparatus 2 and the loca-
tions of any objects 6 (or a distance between each object 6
and the fall detection apparatus 2, for example derived from
locations measurements of the apparatus 2 and object 6); an
indication of whether the object 6 is wirelessly connected to
the fall detection apparatus 2; and measurements of the air
temperature at the object 6 (optionally also measurements of
the air temperature at the fall detection apparatus 2).

In some embodiments, step 103 comprises comparing the
received measurements of the movements of the user with
measurements of the movements of the one or more objects
6 to determine if any of the objects 6 are being carried or
used by the user.

In particular, this comparison can comprise comparing a
measure of activity of the user obtained from the received
measurements of the movements of the user to a measure of
activity of each object obtained from respective measure-
ments of the movements of the object 6. As noted above, this
comparison can determine a correlation between the user
movements/user activity measure and each of the object
movements/object activity measure, and identifying a par-
ticular object 6 as being in use or carried by the user if there
is a sufficient correlation between the movements/activity
measures. Movement/activity of an object 6 should match or
correlate with movement by the user, particularly in a period
of time (e.g. 10 seconds) before a possible fall event, and
there should not be an absence of movement/activity by the
object 6 at a time where there is movement/activity by the
user.

An embodiment of step 103 in which movements of the
user/fall detection apparatus 2 are compared to movements
of an object 6 to determine if the object 6 is being carried or
used by the user is described in more detail with reference
to FIGS. 3, 4 and 5. FIGS. 3(i), 4(/) and 5(i) each show an
exemplary measurement signal that is the norm of a set of
three dimensional acceleration measurements for a time
period of 1200 seconds obtained from an accelerometer 14
in a fall detection apparatus 2 that is being worn on the left
wrist of the user. FIGS. 3(ii), 4(ii) and 5(ii) each show a
measurement signal that is the norm of a set of three
dimensional acceleration measurements for the same time
period obtained from an accelerometer 16 in different
objects 6 (or the same object 6 but in different states of
motion). In FIG. 3(ii), the object 6 is being carried in the
front left pocket of trousers of the user, in FIG. 4(ii), the
object 6 is not being carried or used by the user or any other
person (and so the normed acceleration measurements just
indicate the norm of acceleration due to gravity, i.e. 9.81
ms ™2 (with measurement noise by the sensor 16), and in FIG.
5(ii), the object 6 is being carried or used by a different
person to the user wearing or carrying the fall detection
apparatus 2. FIGS. 3(iii), 4(iii) and 5(iii) show a respective
correlation signal derived from the two normed acceleration
signals in each Figure. Briefly, it can be seen that the
movements of the fall detection apparatus 2 and the object
6 exhibit relatively high correlation in FIG. 3(iii) (ie.
correlation above 0.5) where the object 6 is in the user’s
pocket, and is thus subject to largely the same movement
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patterns. The measurements exhibit much lower correlation
in FIG. 4(iii) (i.e. correlation below 0.5) where the object 6
is not moving. Finally, the measurements again exhibit low
correlation in FIG. 5(iii) (i.e. correlation below 0.5) where
the object 6 is being moved by a different person to the one
wearing or carrying the fall detection apparatus 2.

Thus, in some embodiments, to test whether an object 6
is being carried or used by a user that is also wearing or
carrying a fall detection apparatus 2, a correlation between
the movement measurements of the fall detection apparatus
2 and the object 6 is determined. In some embodiments,
where the measurements are measurements of acceleration,
the norm of the acceleration measurements for each of the
fall detection apparatus 2 and the object 6 can be deter-
mined. This norm can be seen as a measure of the activity
of the user.

In a first step, the acceleration norm signals can be
low-pass filtered (LPF), for example using a moving average
filter with a half-window size of 20 seconds (although those
skilled in the art will appreciate that other half-window sizes
can be used).

In a second step, the LPF signals can be correlated, for
example using a sliding window with half size of 80 seconds
(although again those skilled in the art will appreciate that
other half-window sizes can be used). The correlation at a
certain time instant (sample) k is given by:

celkl=sum((so[kok 1 1-mno)* (s, [ko-k]-mn,))/sqrt(var
(s0)*var(sy))
where s, [k,: k; ] indicates the sample sequence from k, to k;
of'the signal (LPF of the norm of the acceleration) of the fall
detection apparatus 2, s, likewise for the object 6, k, to k,
span the (2*80 sec) window, centred around current sample
k,ie.:

ko=k-80 sec

k=k+80 sec

mn,, and mn, represent the mean over that span of signal s,
and s, respectively, var indicates the variance, and sqrt the
square root operator.

In a third step, the obtained series of cc (correlation)
values are preferably smoothed (e.g. using another low pass
filter), for example using a half window of 60 seconds
(although again those skilled in the art will appreciate that
other half-window sizes can be used). Preferably, negative
values are clipped to 0. In this way, the correlation, cc,
ranges between 0 and 1.

The cc values can then be tested (compared) against a
threshold, for example 0.5, although other values can be
used if desired. Correlation values above the threshold
indicate the object 6 is carried with the user/fall detection
apparatus 2, and correlation values below the threshold
indicate that it is not.

In some embodiments, step 103 can make use of air
pressure measurements at the user and the object(s) 6 to
determine if any object 6 is in use or being carried by the
user. Thus, the method can also comprise receiving mea-
surements of air pressure over time from an air pressure
sensor that is worn or carried by the user, receive respective
measurements of air pressure over time from respective air
pressure sensors that are monitoring the air pressure at the
one or more objects 6, and determining if there is a corre-
lation between the measurements of air pressure at the user
with the respective measurements of the air pressure at the
one or more objects 6. The presence or absence of a
correlation between the air pressure measurements at the
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user and the air pressure measurements at a particular object
6 is then used to determine if that particular object 6 is being
carried or used by the user.

In some embodiments, step 105 may also comprise deter-
mining if or checking whether a detected fall is due to an
exceptional situation, for example, due to the dropping of an
object that is being carried or used by the user. This can
comprise determining from the respective measurements of
the movements of each of the objects in use or carried by the

subject whether there is a height increase following an 10

impact. More particularly, the dropping of an object 6 can be
identified by determining whether there is a height increase
following an impact in the object movement measurements,
and a corresponding height increase in the user movement
measurements.

If in step 105 a fall is detected, then the method can
further comprise issuing or triggering an alarm or alert that
the user has fallen. This alarm or alert can include an audible
alarm to summon help from someone near to the user, and/or
the alarm or alert can include placing a call or sending an
alert signal to another person, such as a family member or
care provider.

There is therefore provided a fall detection apparatus and
a corresponding method that provides an improved false
alarm rate (i.e. reduced occurrences of false alarms) while
maintaining, or even improving, the probability of success-
fully detecting a fall.

Variations to the disclosed embodiments can be under-
stood and effected by those skilled in the art in practicing the
principles and techniques described herein, from a study of
the drawings, the disclosure and the appended claims. In the
claims, the word “comprising” does not exclude other ele-
ments or steps, and the indefinite article “a” or “an” does not
exclude a plurality. A single processor or other unit may
fulfil the functions of several items recited in the claims. The
mere fact that certain measures are recited in mutually
different dependent claims does not indicate that a combi-
nation of these measures cannot be used to advantage. A
computer program may be stored or distributed on a suitable
medium, such as an optical storage medium or a solid-state
medium supplied together with or as part of other hardware,
but may also be distributed in other forms, such as via the
Internet or other wired or wireless telecommunication sys-
tems. Any reference signs in the claims should not be
construed as limiting the scope.

The invention claimed is:
1. A fall detection apparatus for detecting a fall by a user,
the fall detection apparatus comprising:
a processor configured to:
receive first measurements of movements of the user
over time from a first movement sensor that is to be
worn or carried by the user;
determine that one or more objects are being carried or
used by the user, wherein the one or more objects
comprise a second movement sensor;
receive second measurements of movements of the user
over time from the second movement sensor; and
determine whether the user has fallen by processing the
received first measurements and the received second
measurements, wherein an overall determination of
whether the user is fallen is based upon both the
received first measurements and the received second
measurements and the received first measurements
and the received second measurements are combined
based upon a weighting of the received second
measurements.
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2. The fall detection apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the processor is configured to:

analyze the received measurements of movements of the
user to determine an initial indication of whether the
user may have fallen; and determine whether any of the
one or more objects are being carried or used by the
user after the initial indication indicates that the user
may have fallen.

3. The fall detection apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the processor is further configured to determine
whether the user has fallen by:

processing the received measurements of the movements
of the user to determine a first indication of whether the
user has fallen;

for each object that has been determined to be carried or
used by the user, processing respective measurements
of the movements of the object to determine a respec-
tive indication of whether the user or object has fallen;
and

determining whether the user has fallen based on the first
indication and the respective indication for each object
that has been determined to be carried or used by the
user.

4. The fall detection apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the processor is further configured to determine
whether the user has fallen by:

processing the received measurements of the movements
of the user to extract values for one or more fall
characteristics;

for each object that has been determined to be carried or
used by the user, processing respective measurements
of the movements of the object to extract values for one
or more fall characteristics; and

determining whether the user has fallen based on the
values of the one or more fall characteristics extracted
from the received measurements of the movements of
the user and the values of the one or more fall charac-
teristics extracted from the respective measurements of
the movements of the objects.

5. The fall detection apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the processor is further configured to determine
whether any of the one or more objects are being carried or
used by the user based on any one or more of:

measurements of the movements of one or more of the
objects; indications of whether any of the one or more
objects is switched on or activated;

measurements of the location of the one or more objects;
indications of whether any of the one or more objects
are wirelessly connected to the fall detection apparatus;

measurements of temperature at one or more of the
objects; and

measurements of air pressure at one or more of the
objects.

6. The fall detection apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the processor is further configured to determine
whether any of the one or more objects are being carried or
used by the user by comparing the received measurements of
the movements of the user with measurements of the move-
ments of the one or more objects.

7. The fall detection apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the processor is further configured to determine
whether a detected fall is an exception due to the dropping
of an object that is being carried or used by the user.
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8. A fall detection system for detecting a fall by a user, the
fall detection system comprising:

the fall detection apparatus as claimed in claim 1; and

one or more objects that can be carried or used by the user,

each object having a respective movement sensor for
measuring the movements of the object.

9. A method of detecting a fall by a user, the method
comprising:

receiving measurements of movements of the user over

time from a first movement sensor that is to be worn or
carried by the user;

determining that one or more objects are being carried or

used by the user, wherein the one or more objects
comprise a second movement sensor;
receiving second measurement of movements of the user
over time from the second movement sensor; and

determining whether the user has fallen by processing the
received first measurements and the received second
measurements, wherein an overall determination of
whether the user is fallen is based upon both the
received first measurements and the received second
measurements and the received first measurements and
the received second measurements are combined based
upon a weighting of the received second measure-
ments.

10. The method as claimed in claim 9, wherein the step of
determining whether any of the one or more objects are
being carried or used by the user makes use of any one or
more of:

measurements of the movements of one or more of the

objects;

indications of whether any of the one or more objects is

switched on or activated;
measurements of the location of the one or more objects;
indications of whether any of the one or more objects are
wirelessly connected to the fall detection apparatus;

measurements of temperature at one or more of the
objects; and measurements of air pressure at one or
more of the objects.

11. The method as claimed in claim 9, wherein the step of
determining whether any of the one or more objects are
being carried or used by the user further comprises:
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comparing the received measurements of the movements
of the user with measurements of the movements of the
one or more objects.

12. The method as claimed in claim 9, wherein the method
further comprises:

determining whether a detected fall is an exception due to

the dropping of an object that is being carried or used
by the user.

13. A non-transitory computer readable medium having
computer readable code embodied therein, the computer
readable code being configured such that, on execution by a
suitable computer or processor, the computer or processor is
caused to perform a method of detecting a fall by a user, the
non-transitory computer readable medium comprising:

instructions for receiving measurements of movements of

the user over time from a first movement sensor that is
to be worn or carried by the user;
instructions for determining that one or more objects are
being carried or used by the user, wherein the one or
more objects comprise a second movement sensor;

instructions for receiving second measurements of move-
ments of the user over time from the second movement
sensor; and

instructions for determining whether the user has fallen by

processing the received first measurements and the
received second measurements, wherein an overall
determination of whether the user is fallen is based
upon both the received first measurements and the
received second measurements and the received first
measurements and the received second measurements
are combined based upon a weighting of the received
second measurements.

14. The fall detection apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
weighting of the received second measurements is based
upon a type of the one or more objects.

15. The fall detection apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
weighting of the received second measurements is based
upon a reliability of fall detection of the one or more objects.

16. The fall detection apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
received first measurements and the received second mea-
surements are combined based upon likelihood of observed
characteristics of the one or more objects and a decision
threshold.



