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Preface

The process and results of a research on Querétaro 

as a World Heritage case study, are presented in a 

series of five books. This research was carried out as 

part of the graduation studio ‘Cultural Heritage and 

Sustainability: World Heritage cities as case study’, 

as part of a research on sustainable development, 

carried out by the AUDE Unit (Architectural 

Urban Design and Engineering) of the Eindhoven 

University of Technology (TU/e). The studio focuses 

on the topic of Cultural Heritage and Sustainability, 

by taking World Heritage cities as case studies and is 

supervised by Prof. dr. B.J.F. (Bernard) Colenbrander, 

Dr. A.R. (Ana) Pereira Roders, L. (Loes) Veldpaus and 

P.C. (Paloma) Guzmán Molina.

This booklet is the second part of a series of five. 

This series explores the urban development of 

the Historic Monuments Zone of Querétaro and 

its cultural heritage in depth in order to provide 

adequate insights on sustainable development in a 

World Heritage city. The Historic Monuments Zone 

of Querétaro, inscribed as World Heritage property 

in 1996, is taken as case study by Mahsa Bagheri, 

Thomas Henry and Tijmen Stuurman.

The main aim of this booklet is to provide a 

photographic database of the historic monuments 

in Querétaro to be used by local authorities in 

Querétaro, as a source to help them in decision 

making processes on the Historic Monuments Zone 

of Querétaro and also by students for further studies 

on this property.

We would like to thank the supervisors of the 

studio of the TU/e and the staff in the Secretary of 

Urban Development and Public Spaces (SDUOP), 

IMPLAN and INAH for their help in accelerating this 

project by providing required data, during our three 

month internship in Querétaro. Thanks also go to 

the University of Querétaro (UAQ) for providing 

accommodation. Special thanks go in particular to 

Ir. Manuel Vilarruel Vázquez (SDUOP), Luis Alejandro 

Morales Rodriguez and Leonor Monroy (IMPLAN) 

and Yanet Lezama-López (INAH) for contributing to 

our research and a pleasant time in the beautiful city 

of Querétaro.

Mahsa Bagheri

Thomas Henry

Tijmen Stuurman
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7

1. Introduction

The Historic Monuments Zone of  Querétaro (HMZQ) 

was included on the World Heritage List in 1996. 

The inscribed area covers 203 blocks comprising 

about 1400 monuments (IMPLAN, 2012). Two sets 

of catalogues were made by National Institute 

of Anthropology and History (INAH) on the 

monuments. One in 1990 and one in 2000, providing 

data including photos of the buildings in respective 

years. 

A field research was carried out in 2013 on one 

sector of the HMZQ. In order to produce comparable 

data, including photos, available data in the 

catalogues has been used as a guide for producing 

new data during the fieldwork. 

The present booklet provides a photo database 

presenting photos of 1990 and 2000 together with 

new ones taken in 2013. The area is composed of 

31 building blocks of which 28 possess catalogued 

buildings. The catalogued buildings in each block 

are shown in the following chapters. In each chapter 

the geographical location of each block within the 

area is illustrated first. Each plot has an ID number, 

also shown in a separate map. 

map 01. Overview of the research area - sector G

1:5000

3 block definition

catalogued buildings

HMZQ

Surroundings

sector G
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map 02. Overview of the research area - sector G
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map 05. Block 3
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map 04. Overview of the research area - sector G
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map 54. Overview of the research area - sector G
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map 56. Overview of the research area - sector G
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