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Abstract

Indigenous Fijian Notions of Child Development: Understanding children’s
ways of learning, knowing, and doing, and implications for policy and
practice in the early years of school.

This thesis is the first of its kind in the area of Indigenous Fijian child
development cultural knowledge, its nature, its creation, organisation,
maintenance, modification and transmission. The study chooses to privilege
Indigenous Fijian child development cultural knowledge and has made space for
Indigenous Fijian voices to express and register what they perceived as important
knowledges to be preserved and maintained, though there were disagreements in
some areas of cultural knowledges. This making of spaces is important so as to
affirm Indigenous knowledge and epistemology as well as to enable and

empower it to take its place within the larger body of knowledge.

The employment of the Indigenous Fijian veitalanoa-yaga method provides
leeway for the participants to participate freely and voice their knowledge
towards the focus of the study. This was due to the familiarity of the method
employed apart from the focus group and the individual interviews. Data was
analysed using the constant comparative method and within this, themes were

presented, coded and discussed along the research questions.

The findings of this study highlighted the need for a framework to revitalise the
Indigenous Fijian child development cultural knowledges. Thus, the Fiji
Indigenous Vuli Ni Lalai Hybrid Model emerged out of the study, paving the way
for both the Indigenous Fijian and Western bodies of knowledges to grow
together in Early Childhood settings. In the process, teachers and elders work
together, and this is made possible through the enabling of policies at the macro
level. The study gives a fresh dimension to the ongoing debate on Indigenous
Fijian education and development. It has the potential to inform educational
policy and practice for Indigenous Fijian education in Fiji and the Pacific, and
perhaps other Indigenous Fijian development.
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Table 0.1: Glossaries of Indigenous Fijian Terms and Phrases with English Equivalents.

Indigenous Fijian Terms

and Phrases
Aa
Adi/Bulou/Ro
acava
bose vakoro
Bogi
Bega
bilo ni yagona
bilo ni su
Bure
Burebasaga

cara sala

Caobo

Cocoka

cola galugalu na itavi
Daugalu
dauloloma
dauveikauwaitaki
dau wasea na ka
dokadoka

donu vinaka
Duavata

gone lalai
iTaukei

iTaukei ni vanua

English Equivalents

a calling response which is considered culturally inappropriate
titled prefixed to a lady of rank

What

village council

Night

An island located in the Central Division of Fiji

kava bowl

coconut bowls

House

part of Fiji that covers the southern and western parts of the island
of Vitilevu

finding roots

Clap

spear fishing

to quietly shoulder one’s responsibilities
quiet disposition

Kindness

Thoughtful

sharing of resources

boastful behaviour

its correct

Unity

little children

first people, the natives or Indigenous
owner of the land
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Indigenous Fijian Terms
and Phrases

itovo vaka-viti
ivakarau vakavanua
Kadavu

kawa-ca

Kemuni

ka-a-a

du-0-0

Kubuna
keitou/keimami
Lalai

Lotu

Laulau

mai na vakayaduwe

mai mai mai, drau gole
mai

Matavuvale
Mualevu
muri talanoa
Nana

Na i Lalakai
Nasautoka

Nagarawai

Ni

Ni sa yadra vinaka
Ni sa moce

Ni sega na wekaqu
Nomuni

Oo

Palagi

Ratu

Rara

Sautu

Saka

Sevusevu

Sosolevaki
Tabua

English Equivalents

Indigenous Fijian custom/behaviour
Indigenous Fijian wayts/protocol

Island south east of Fiji

bad roots

You

male greeting in Nagarawai village in Namosi
female greeting in Nagarawai village

part of Fiji that covers the northern Central Division of Vitilevu
us/we

Children

act of being spiritual

Touching

female greeting

come, come, come, come inside

family/families

a village in Vanuabalavu, Lau, Fiji-one of the research sites
following a story

Mother

Indigenous Fijian Newspaper

a village in Wainibuka, Tailevu province — one of the selected
research sites

a village in the interior of Vitilevu, in the Namosi province — one of
the selected research sites

respectful word used to label someone

good day/good morning

good bye

no relatives

belongs to you

culturally acceptable ways of responding to calls
Whiteman

title of a chief or prefixed to a gentleman rank
village green

bountiful state of life of the people

sir or madam

a presentation of yagona or token to as a sign of respect to make
known someone’s presence or to make a request.

cooperative/team work
whales tooth
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Indigenous Fijian Terms
and Phrases

tabu saka yani
Talanoa
Talairawarawa
Tama

Tanoa

Tamata sega ni yaga
tamata tani
Tataga

Tata

tata levu
Tapioca
Tovata

Tulou

Tutua

tu vagalala
Vakaturaga
Vakavinavinaka
vakaviti-vakaturaga
Vanua

vagagalu
Vatulele

veika bibi
veika-vakaviti
veisiko/siko
veisusugi vakavanua
veitalanoa-yaga
veiwekani
vakarokoroko
vakarorogo
veivosaki yaga
veikauwaitaki
veidokai

Veisiko

vola ni kawa bula
Vuli

vuli tara

English Equivalents

a polite address

conversation

act of doing what is expected

respectful greeting to a chief or on entry into a home or ceremony
traditional bowl that holds the kava juice

useless person

same as vulagi, or foreigner

fishing using small fishing nets during low tide

father

big uncle

cassava (root crop) staple root crop for Indigenous Fijians

part of Fiji that covers the northern Fiji and the Lau group of
Islands

excuse me

those older than oneself

to settle freely outside the geographical boundaries of the village
chiefly demeanor

to say thank you

portraying Indigenous Fijian chiefly demeanor

the term embraces a people, their chief, their defined territory, their
waterways or fishing grounds, their environment, their spirituality,
their history, all inclusive

guietness

Island located south of Fiji’s main island (Viti Levu)
important

Indigenous Fijian things

to visit someone

Indigenous Fijian rearing

useful conversation (focus group equivalent as in this thesis)
relations

respect; respectful

listener

worth-while talk/conversation, similar to veitalanoa-yaga
caring

respect

visit

book that register births and deaths

educated

experiential learning
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Indigenous Fijian Terms
and Phrases

vuli ni lalai
veikauwaitaki
vakalutuivoce
vakarorogo
Vulagi

Waka
yalomatua
Yagona
Yavirau

Yaga

English Equivalents

education of the young

caring for someone

chants sung during fishing

listener, obedient

visitor/foreigner

roots

wisdom

kava plant and drink, Piper Methysticum

traditional fishing through the use of coconut leaves. The whole
village is involved in this type of fishing and is done once in five or
ten years.

useful
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