Permanent reflections?
Public memorialisation in Queensland’s

Sunshine Coast Region

Thesis submitted for the degree of
Master of Arts (Honours) in History at the University of New England
By
Frances Windolf
The University of New England
Armidale, New South Wales
December 2012



Acknowledgements

Without the love and support of my family and friends this thesis would
never have been completed. My father Frank’s keen interest in local history
started me on this journey, and the love of reading which my mother, Betty, so
strongly supported has also stayed with me throughout my life. Although
neither of them lived to see this endeavour, I thank them both.

Much thanks is due to my supervisors, Associate Professor Janis Wilton and
Dr Andrew Piper, who have guided and supported me throughout the research
and writing of this thesis. As an external student, I have often found it difficult to
find the best paths to follow as my thesis developed. Janis and Andrew have
directed me when necessary, and left me alone to grow wherever possible. I
thank them most sincerely for all they have done for me.

To the many people who assisted in my research on the Sunshine Coast — the
staff of Sunshine Coast Libraries, especially at Coolum Beach and the Heritage
Library in Nambour; USC library staff; those people who shared their memories,
their photographs and other material about specific monuments and memorials;
the residents and visitors I met at memorials who gave me an insight into the
reflections that those memorials presented; to those who completed U3A
surveys, or who telephoned or emailed because they had found some
information which might help — I give my thanks. I can only hope that the
knowledge which I have garnered will be of interest to them and to others.

Thanks also to my friends, Keith and Jenny Fleming, who inspired me to
study in my retirement and shared their home in Armidale so that I could visit
UNE whenever I wished. Their encouragement has been invaluable.

Greatest thanks must go to my husband, John, who has been with me through
every part of this journey. He has been my companion as I visited every
memorial - as navigator, discoverer of elusive monuments, decipherer of
plaques, note-taker, bag carrier. He has proof-read my writings, acted as a
sounding board, cooked meals, washed dishes, supported me in every
endeavour. This thesis is dedicated to him. Thank you, Chou - Ilove you!

Frances Elizabeth Windolf



Abstract

The Sunshine Coast Region of South East Queensland formally came into being
in March 2008, when three local government areas — Maroochy Shire, Noosa
Shire and Caloundra City — were amalgamated into one unit. This thesis
examines twenty memorials which existed within the boundaries of the
Sunshine Coast region before the amalgamation. It investigates how the history
of the region to that time has been documented and evidenced by these

memorials, and how these memorials have reflected that history.

Memorials are canvases on which stories are written and rewritten, not frozen in
time by the materials of which they are constructed or societal conventions and
ideologies at the time of their construction. An individual memorial can relate
not only the story of the subject of its commemoration but also the story of those
who chose to commemorate it. Responses to a memorial may change over time,
and the reflections of those changes may portray more about society than about
the memorial subject. Many different aspects of the history of the Sunshine Coast

region have been revealed through the twenty memorials used as case studies.

These memorials not only exemplify the history of the region, they are an
expression of that history. Through them the history of the Sunshine Coast is
expressed by those who erected the memorials and those who have viewed
them. Some memorials have lost their ability to tell their intended story through
physical or social changes that have occurred over time. Some draw us in to
become part of their story despite age or physical condition. They are part of a
living regional history which is not bound by facts and figures but which
encompasses the lives of those who made the Sunshine Coast region what it is
today, and they provide an alternative ‘text’ for those who wish to investigate

that regional history.
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