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 Abstract. The study investigates the impact of history learning based on the 
Abdurrauf As-Singkili manuscript on student learning outcomes. The research 
addresses the limitations of history education in schools, particularly regarding 
the lack of engaging and locally relevant content. By utilising the valuable 
historical resource of the manuscript, the study aims to provide an innovative 
approach to history education that enhances student motivation and learning 
outcomes. The experimental research methodology involved two groups: an 
experimental group that received history instruction using the manuscript and a 
control group that did not. The study was conducted in two high schools in Kota 
Langsa, Aceh, Indonesia, and the participants were X-grade students. A 
questionnaire assessed students' knowledge, and data analysis included 
hypothesis testing. The results indicate that the experimental group achieved 
higher average scores than the control group, suggesting the positive impact of 
utilising the manuscript in history education. The average score of students in 
SMA Negeri 1 Kota Langsa with the module was 85.54, while the average score 
of students in SMA Negeri 3 Kota Langsa without the module was 69.28. The 
statistical analysis showed that the distribution of post-test data for the 
experimental group can be considered normal. The findings contribute to 
developing innovative history teaching methods and highlight the significance of 
utilising local historical resources in enriching students' learning experiences. 

Keywords: historical learning; Abdurrauf As-Singkili Manuscript; learning 
outcomes. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The Role of History Education in Developing Stu-
dents' Understanding of the Past, Culture, Civili-
zation, and Values that Form the Basis of Nation-
al Identity. However, the teaching process of his-
tory in schools often focuses solely on using text-
books and less engaging materials, leading to 
student boredom and a lack of enthusiasm for 
learning history. Based on observations and dis-
cussions with history teachers in High Schools in 
Langsa City, there are issues regarding the con-
tent of Indonesian History textbooks in the K-13 
curriculum, which lack local content richness. 
This is a common occurrence in history educa-
tion, particularly in local history, where teachers 
face challenges, including limited historical 
sources, time allocation, and a lack of innovative 
ideas to facilitate students. The low literacy cul-
ture in local history is one of the problems that 
need to be addressed by teachers and research-
ers [1]. Consequently, the goals of history educa-

tion, which aim to shape good citizens, make stu-
dents aware of themselves as good individuals, 
and provide historical perspectives to students, 
are challenging to achieve. 

Efforts to achieve educational goals become the 
responsibility of educators in preparing future 
generations from an early age. In this regard, ed-
ucators must strive to develop academic con-
cepts and learning processes for students, espe-
cially in the learning age group, as they will be 
the future generation. Therefore, they should be 
instilled with positive values that apply to socie-
ty, shaping good character. 

History education plays a role in actualising two 
elements: instruction and intellectual training, 
moral education for the nation and a democratic 
civil society responsible for the nation's future. 
History education's instructional and academic 
training elements provide an overview of the 
past and train critical thinking, concluding, and 

https://unsam.ac.id/en/universitas-samudra/
http://dx.doi.org/10.22178/pos.93-5
mailto:bukhari@unsam.ac.id
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Path of Science. 2023. Vol. 9. No 6  ISSN 2413-9009 

Section “Education”   4013 

extracting meaning and values from the studied 
historical events. 

History education is answering "what to teach" 
and how the learning process can capture and 
impart the values and messages behind historical 
realities to students. This learning process aims 
not only for students to master the subject mat-
ter but also to assist in the personal development 
of students, enabling them to respond and adapt 
to the increasingly complex socio-national ac-
tions and global demands [2]. One learning re-
source that can be utilised is historical manu-
scripts, which serve as a local wisdom treasury of 
Aceh's historical knowledge. 

Various forms of local wisdom that can be incor-
porated into educational development in the 
community include [3]:  

1) local wisdom in the form of written regula-
tions on the obligation to learn, such as the re-
quirement for illiterate community members to 
participate in learning activities;  

2) local wisdom in maintaining harmonious rela-
tionships among individuals through cooperation 
in various activities;  

3) local wisdom related to art, where certain ar-
tistic expressions hold values that foster a sense 
of togetherness, respect for leaders, and elders;  

4) local wisdom in informal systems agreed upon 
during community meetings to promote the in-
telligence of citizens, such as the obligation for 
community members to be literate when apply-
ing for an Identification Card and Family Card. 

In the context of this research, the relevant form 
of local wisdom relates to maintaining harmony 
among individuals by fostering a sense of togeth-
erness, setting an example, and showing respect 
for the nation, leaders, or elders. Specifically, in a 
historical context, Abdurrauf As-Singkili success-
fully composed a manuscript titled Mir'at Al-
Thullab after the death of Sultan Iskandar Tsani, 
the Sultan of the Aceh Sultanate. The manuscript 
embodies universal and cosmopolitan values. 

The manuscript by Abdurrauf As-Singkili is a 
valuable historical legacy of Aceh, but it has not 
been optimally utilised in history education. 
Manuscripts are valuable resources for delving 
into local history and understanding cultural her-
itage. Using manuscripts as the basis for history 
education is expected to provide a more engag-
ing learning experience, motivate students, and 
enhance learning outcomes. However, there is 

currently a lack of research exploring the impact 
of manuscript-based history learning on the 
learning outcomes of high school students in 
Langsa City. Therefore, this study aims to fill this 
gap by investigating the influence of this learning 
method on the learning outcomes of high school 
students. The findings of this research are ex-
pected to contribute to the development of more 
innovative history teaching methods, particularly 
in utilising the Abdurrauf As-Singkili manuscript 
(further - Manuscript) as a historical learning re-
source [4]. 

The results of this study are expected to provide 
scientific information regarding the design of 
manuscript-based history learning using the 
Manuscript to enrich the solidarity of high school 
students in Langsa City. Additionally, it aims to 
develop programs, curricula, and learning de-
signs based on the Manuscript, particularly in 
history education, to bridge the gap between 
school education and historical education and 
align with the needs and changes in social and 
cultural processes within society. This aligns 
with the national education plan to implement an 
education paradigm that focuses on life skills 
based on the support and needs of the communi-
ty [5]. 

 

METHODS 

The research method used in this study is exper-
imental research. It is a planned and conducted 
activity by the researcher to collect evidence re-
lated to the hypothesis, focusing on manipulating 
and controlling variables and observing and 
measuring the experimental outcomes. In this 
research, variables are manipulated on two inde-
pendent variables: history learning using the 
Manuscript as the first experiment and history 
learning without using the Manuscript as the 
second. 

The research is located in Langsa City, Aceh Prov-
ince, Indonesia. The research subjects are Class X 
in SMA Negeri 1 Langsa (the experimental 
group), and SMA Negeri 3 Langsa (the control 
group). These two schools were chosen because 
they have similar academic achievements, have 
multicultural students from various ethnic back-
grounds, are located in the city centre, and have 
students with diverse economic backgrounds. 
The instrument used in this study is a question-
naire consisting of 29 questions based on 
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knowledge indicators. The data analysis used is 
hypothesis testing of knowledge data. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The results of this study indicate that the exper-
imental group achieved higher scores than the 
control group. The average score of students in 
SMA Negeri 1 Langsa with the use of the Manu-
script (experimental group) was 85.54, while the 
average score of students in SMA Negeri 3 Langsa 
without the use of the module (control group) 
was 69.28. Therefore, comparing the mean re-
sults between the experimental and control 
groups can be calculated as a difference of 85.54–
69.28=16.26. 

Based on the pre-test data obtained from the 
student's learning outcomes before the treat-
ment, it was found that the scores of 32 students 
ranged from a minimum of 0 to a maximum of 
84. The average score obtained was 51. However, 
after the treatment using the Manuscript as an 
experimental class, the post-test data revealed 
that the scores of 32 students ranged from a min-
imum of 76 to a maximum of 100. The average 
score obtained was 89.  

On the other hand, for the control group without 
the treatment, the pre-test data showed that the 
scores of 32 students ranged from a minimum of 
16 to a maximum of 76. The average score ob-
tained was 45. In the post-test data, the scores of 
32 students without using the Manuscript as the 
control group ranged from a minimum of 52 to a 
maximum of 96. The average score obtained was 
74.  

Using SPSS version 19, the statistical analysis was 
performed with a sample size of n=32 and 
α=0.05. The Sig value for the normality test of the 
SMA Negeri 1 Kota Langsa post-test data, which 
utilised the module, was 0.501. Since the Sig val-
ue is more significant than 0.05, the assumption 
of normality for this data group is accepted (null 
hypothesis accepted). In other words, the distri-
bution of post-test data for the student's learning 
outcomes in SMA Negeri 1 Kota Langsa can be 
considered normal using the module. 

Similarly, using SPSS version 19, the statistical 
analysis for the pre-test data of SMA Negeri 3 Ko-
ta Langsa without using the module resulted in a 
Sig value of 0.882 for the normality test. Since the 
Sig value is more significant than 0.05, the as-
sumption of normality for this data group is also 

accepted (null hypothesis received). In other 
words, the distribution of pre-test data for the 
student's learning outcomes in SMA Negeri 3 Ko-
ta Langsa without using the module can be con-
sidered normal. 

From the above learning outcomes, it can be ob-
served that the students of SMA Negeri 1 Kota 
Langsa achieved higher learning outcomes than 
those of SMA Negeri 3 Kota Langsa. This indi-
cates that the instructional design and learning 
approach used in SMA Negeri 1 Kota Langsa, 
which incorporated the Manuscript as a teaching 
material, effectively enhanced the students' 
learning outcomes. 

The design of history-based learning using the 
Manuscript as a guide for Enrichment Solidaritas 
originated from the researcher's interest in de-
veloping the history learning process in SMA 
Negeri in Kota Langsa. Several components 
played essential roles in the instructional design 
created by the researcher, including the planning, 
implementation, and evaluation phases [6]. The 
planning phase involved the creation of history 
learning, the Manuscript, and the Enrichment 
Solidaritas [7]. The learning materials created 
included the syllabus, lesson plans, and modules. 
The implementation phase involved teaching his-
tory using the Manuscript and utilising the En-
richment Triad Model by Joseph Renzulli for stu-
dent Solidaritas. The history-based learning de-
sign was then developed through syntax to pro-
duce instructional and guiding impacts. The in-
structional implications included improving the 
learning process, while the guiding influence 
aimed to enhance students' knowledge. 

In many schools in Kota Langsa, history teaching 
still largely relies on conventional models or 
methods found in textbooks or learning materi-
als provided by the schools. During the observa-
tion of the sample schools in this study, it was 
noted that history teachers predominantly used 
conventional teaching methods and relied on 
printed books or packaged textbooks available at 
their schools. 

History education plays a role in actualising two 
elements of learning and teaching. The first ele-
ment is instruction and intellectual training. In 
contrast, the second element is moral education 
for the nation and democratic civil society re-
sponsible for the nation's future. In history edu-
cation, instruction and intellectual training pro-
vide an overview of the past and cultivate critical 
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thinking, concluding, and extracting meaning and 
values from the historical events studied. 

The outcomes of history education shape stu-
dents into individuals with strong personalities 
who understand things and can determine their 
attitudes. The importance of understanding his-
tory for daily life equips students with tools to 
uncover the mysteries of societal movements. 
Through history, the results of struggles from the 
past can be known. History can be likened to a 
teacher as it educates the human spirit through 
its achievements. 

History education aims to shape good citizens, 
make students aware of being good individuals, 
and provide a historical perspective to students. 
The specific objectives of history teaching include 
teaching concepts, developing intellectual skills, 
and providing historical information to stu-
dents [8]. 

In history education, it is also essential to build 
the existing thoughts within students. To achieve 

this, constructivism as a teaching approach is 
recommended in the history learning process. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

The experimental group utilised the Manuscript 
as teaching material and achieved higher learn-
ing outcomes than the control group. The aver-
age score of students in SMA Negeri 1 Kota Lang-
sa with the module was 85.54, while the average 
score of students in SMA Negeri 3 Kota Langsa 
without the module was 69.28. The statistical 
analysis showed that the distribution of post-test 
data for the experimental group can be consid-
ered normal. The instructional design and learn-
ing approach used in SMA Negeri 1 Kota Langsa, 
which incorporated the Manuscript, effectively 
enhanced students' learning outcomes. The his-
tory-based learning design focused on enriching 
solidarity and utilised the Enrichment Triad 
Model by Joseph Renzulli. 
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