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INTRODUCTION

In many parts of Africa, the primary source of climate data is observation by ground-based weather
stations. The main strength of these station observations is that they provide the true measurements
of the climate variable of interest. However, in many places, stations are sparse, declining in number,
and unevenly distributed. By integrating observations with grided satellite data, ENACTS overcomes
issues of data scarcity and poor quality, and introduces quality-assessed, spatially and temporally
complete data services into national meteorological agencies. The goal of ENACTS is to provide reliable
and readily accessible climate data at high resolution to decision makers.

A remote training on updating ENACTS datasets was given to National Meteorological Agency of Mali
(L'Agence Nationale de la Météorologie du Mali, MALI-METEQ) staff. The training was planned for May
29-30, 2023, for sessions consisting of 3 hours per day. However, given the extent of the content
required to master the steps to update the datasets, an additional 2-hour session was added on May
31, 2023. Five staff from MALI-METEO attended the training (see Appendix).

SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES

The objectives of the training were to demonstrate to MALI-METEO staff the steps necessary to produce
the ENACTS datasets and to ensure that they will be able to update the ENACTS monitoring dataset
regularly on a dekadal basis (every 10 days).

The program of the three-day training was as follows:

o Day 1: Revision of the steps required for the production of precipitation data.

o Day 2: Revision of the steps required for the production of temperature data.

e Day 3: Summary of all steps addressed on the previous days and training on uploading the merged
data to the Data Library.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The aim of the training was to update all the ENACTS datasets to present; however, data for 2021 was
only provided for 30 stations. Therefore, the rainfall and temperature data for 2021 used the data from
those 30 stations only and from the automatic weather station networks. It is recommended that the
dataset is updated from 2022 to present. Subsequent follow-up may be required.

MALI-METEO staff discussed using data from synoptic stations to update the ENACTS monitoring
dataset, because this data is easily accessible and does not require significant work for preparation.
However, MALI-METEO has several rain gauges; the data from these rain gauges are used to monitor
the dekadal rainfall during the rainy season, and are available at the end of each dekad. In addition,
there are also the networks of automatic weather stations that they can use and access easily with the
Automatic Weather Station Data Tool, ADT. It is therefore recommended that MALI-METEO use all the
rainfall data from their observation networks. The use of all the stations available at the National
Meteorological Services makes the strength of ENACTS. Therefore, a script will be created to facilitate
the preparation and formatting of the data from these rain gauges and to combine them with the data
from other observation networks in order to be used to update the ENACTS monitoring dataset.
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