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Lao PDR
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Abstract — The identification of plants, especially of orchids, is a
major obstacle to the regulation of their trade. Lao PDR recently
signed the CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora), and is facing many difficulties in
its application at its borders, precisely because of lack of resources
and information about its flora. This is particularly marked in
Laos, where the pressures on the country’s natural resources are
particularly important because of the growth of this region. The
National Herbarium Netherlands, the National University of Laos, and
CIRAD have joined within the European project ORCHIS (http://www.
orchisasia.org/) to develop, test and disseminate original tools to
identify 100 orchids species in Laos. This identification tool, primarily
targeted for managers of protected areas and customs authorities of
the Country, is adapted to people with only a limited knowledge of
botany. The tool, based on the IDAO software developed by CIRAD,
enables the creation of a graphic sketch of the plant that is sought,
thus allowing to overcome the constraints of language and knowledge
of a specialized terminology.
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