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We were delighted to receive an IPDA Scholarship for our project ‘Learning from student-teachers’ experiences of school-university

partnerships in the Netherlands and England’. We are both involved in school-university partnerships and have seen many changes in

policies around initial teacher education. We started collaborating in 2016 over our shared interest in the professional learning and

development of teacher educators working in school-university partnerships. Previously we have listened to the stories of the dilemmas

that teacher educators experienced working in these partnerships. We chose to use stories as they allow the complexity of the

phenomena being dealt with, to be captured and for ‘ambiguity and dilemma as central �gures or themes’ (Carter, 1993, 6). The �ndings

were used to develop professional learning and development resources that are available open access to practitioners in English, and in

Dutch and are explored in our articles (White, Timmermans and Dickerson, 2020, 2022).

The IPDA Scholarship enabled us to explore the experiences of student-teachers in these partnerships, focussing on what enables them

to connect their learning across institutional boundaries, discovering where they encountered problems and how they resolved them and

what/who supported them in this, and additionally, what went well and why it went well.

We wanted to explore the experiences of student-teachers especially on what they needed from teacher educators, and the qualities

required of teacher educators within these partnerships.

In workshops, student-teachers identi�ed the guiding team around them who were involved with their professional learning and

development (Fig. 1). They re�ected on how they experienced learning in the two contexts (school and university) and the connection

between them. Some remembered moments when there was friction, and others noticed instances where it had gone well in linking the

learning in both contexts during their development to becoming a teacher. We collected their stories to see what professional learning

was there for us, as teacher educators, were there things that we could do better to enable developing professionals to connect their

learning across institutional boundaries?

https://ipda.org.uk/
http://www.go.herts.ac.uk/FLiTE
https://www.platformsamenopleiden.nl/kennisbank/het-grote-verhalenboek-boek/
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Fig. 1. Guiding team around the student-teacher.

We have ten stories so far and have plans to collect some more. Our initial �ndings revealed complex inter-relationships between the

guiding team around the student-teacher, which was re�ected in the complex interactions in the stories. Enabling was largely fortuitous,

and in the best experiences involved guiding team members from both contexts. One story demonstrated linking of practice and theory

through deliberate design of a learning activity and assignment. Linkage between theory and practice occurs particularly when the content

bene�ts classroom practice directly, although student-teachers, to a lesser extent, do draw on theoretical learning when they experience

new situations later in their practice. The stories tended to be about links made during practice. Each story contained learning points that

the student-teachers were able to re�ect on. All the stories contain learning points for teacher educators involved in partnerships.

We are using the �ndings to develop resources for the professional learning and development of teacher educators, and for those

involved in developing partnerships, thus increasing student-teachers’ voice in partnerships.
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