University of the Pacific

Scholarly Commons

University of the Pacific Theses and

Dissertations University Libraries

2023

Four Fundamental Factors in the Instability of the American Home

Harold Joseph Miller

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/uop_etds

6‘ Part of the Religion Commons

Recommended Citation
Miller, Harold Joseph. (2023). Four Fundamental Factors in the Instability of the American Home.
University of the Pacific, Thesis. https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/uop_etds/4072

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the University Libraries at Scholarly Commons. It has
been accepted for inclusion in University of the Pacific Theses and Dissertations by an authorized administrator of
Scholarly Commons. For more information, please contact mgibney@pacific.edu.


https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/
https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/uop_etds
https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/uop_etds
https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/libraries
https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/uop_etds?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fuop_etds%2F4072&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/538?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fuop_etds%2F4072&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/uop_etds/4072?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fuop_etds%2F4072&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:mgibney@pacific.edu

EpUR FUNDAMENTAL FACYORS
IN THE INSTABILITY
OF THE
ARMZRICAN HOME

By "
se
Harold J? Hgller



4 Thesis
Submitted to the Department of
Religious Education
College of the Pacific

In partial fultillment
of the
Requiréments for the

Degree of Kaster of Arts

APPROVED: Gogecer

Head of the Departuent

DEPUSIYED IN THE COLLEGE LIBRARY:

Librarian

DATED:



o L 4

PREFACE

Much thought is being awakened with regard to the in-

. 8tability of the American family. For severazl years it has

' been of much interest to the writer and in recent months he

has been giving considerable study to the subject. This

thesis is 8 product of a study of the problem and a survey

of available materiel., He has endeavored to bring to light

faﬁr fundanental factors in the instabllity of the American

: fenily.
He is indebted to Professor G, H, Colliiver for his

helpful suggestions and to Professor H. 8. Jacoby for his

supervision and crivicism, He 1s also grateful for the

assistance given him by his wife and son.
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vi
INTRODUGTION

The family may be defined as a groun of interacting
personalities of near tie or blood-kin; namely, husband,

wife, children, and may include grand perents.

The origin of the family is not clear, since we find
marriage_in a rather highly developed form among the moet
prizmitive tribes. The family has taken on different forms
in various places and under varying circumsiarces. Perhaps

monogamy, the union of one man and one woman, is the most

prevalent form of marrisge, not only 1in the United States

but among all peoples and in all ages.l Polygyny, the union

of one man with seversl women, is noT uncommon, Although

it is not permitvted in tThe United Staves, 1t is practiced
in certain societies but confined largely to the wealthy
classes. Polyandry, the union of one woman with seversl
men, is not so common & form of marrisge; however, it may

be found in Tibet and emong some of the mountain tribes of

India,
phe writer has limited this study to the monogamic type

of family which is the accepted form of marrisge in the
United States., This type of family 1s passing through &

trangition similar to the TwWO PTroCesses at work in the hu-

man body known as Anabolism and Oatabolism, The first Tre-—

fers to the process by which the pody is built up, chiefly

1 pne Americans, Vol. 18, 312.




vii
digestion and assimilation, while the latter refers to the

process by which worn-out materiale are discarded, such as
expiration and excretion. Both processes are at work at the
same time end neither can be said to be absolute during
life's span. Hence, they have a relative position one to
the other.

This illustrates the processes that are at work in the
family. One process is stabilizing the family while the
other is causing it to disintegrate. They are relative in
that they may exist together in any family at the seme time.
They differ only in degree within a single family at differ-
ent times and among 81l families at the same time,

To understand clearly what the writer means by family
instability, it will be necessary to define a few terms,

Divorce is a legel act, that merely recognizes a condi-

tion existing within a family which mekes 1t more desirable

to cease existing as a group than to contlnue, The grounds

on which a divorce may be obtained are not uniform throughout
the nation dut var%ﬁg’within the several States.

As cited by E. R. Mowrer, natural ocauses for divorce

are not identical with legal causes. He found in a study of

one thousand divorce cases taken from the Oircuit Court of
Gook County, Illinois, during the years 1917 and 1920, that

spproximately 86 percent or 850 cagses were based upon the

charges of desertion, crueliy, and adultery. The natural

causes that were back of these legal causes were traceable
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in only 552 cases.l They were the following: financial ten-—

sion, 40.2 percent; desertion for anotner, 13.2 percent; dis-
satisfection with home or merriage tife, 10.9 percent; infi-
delity, 10,5 percent; drunkennese and cruelty, S.9 percent;
refusal to leave old home, 7.8 percent; irreguler habits, 4.4
percent; irregular and drink, 2.4 percent; forced marriage,
7 percent,?@

Family instability is not ldentical with legal and

netural cauges for divorce, in that the former may never

reach the divorce court., Any family is unstable to the

degree that tensions are present,
Yowrer gives the following classifications of family

tensions: (1) "incompatibility in response, (2) economic

individualiem, (3) cultural differentiation, (4) individua-

tions of life's patterns“.5
'
There are 4wo bonds which hold any family together. Ome

is an internal bond of love, affection or any coumon interestd,

while the other is an extsernzl bond such as public opinion or

tradition,
This study is devoted to an analysis of the internsl

bond. Chapser One, deals wish individualism and its influence

upon the family; Chapter Two, with the changing functions of

the family; Chapter ilhree, with the sex problem in relation

iThe Variance Between Legal and Natural

1
E., R. Mowrer _
; Socisl Forces, Vol. 3, 338-392.

Oauseg for Divorce'.
March 1924,

2 1vid.
3 E. R. Mowrer, Family Disorganization, 196.
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to the family, and Chapter Four, with the religious agpect

of the family.



OHAPTER 1
INDIVIDUALISH AND FAMILY INSTABILITY

Tneoretically, absolute individualism may be defined as
a state of affairs where every individual is supreme. In
our every day world we have individualism existing in a limit-
ed senge only; hence, individualism ig 2 tendency toward mak-
ing the individual supreme w0 the degree approved by soclety.
This tendency has been at work unstabilizing the family for
centuries, It is like a little leaven which leavens the

Individunalism has been leavening the whole lump
It has

whole lump,
of human relationship of whbich the family is & part.

had its share of influence in the chenge of government from
absolute monarchy to democracy; limived education o univera-
al education; our economic system to capitalism; and, our
patriarchial type of family to & more democratic tvpe which

puts a greater emphasis upon the family's individusl members

than upon the family as a groupe.
THE ROMANTIC IMPULSE

The romantic impuise is an evidence of this individuel

emphasis,

Origin. \
There appears at the dawn of human history, evidence

that mutual consent of both parties was present among the

primitive people. 1Testermarck has collected some favorable
material®, says Goodsell, "which indicates that &t the begin-
ning of human history, marriage was grounded in the mutual



attraction and the consent of the parties”.l
Pemosthenes in his oration againetv Nearaz, describes

married life in these words:

Ve marry & woman in order to attain Iegitimate cnildren and
to have a faithful warder in the house, we keep concubines
for our service and daily care and hetaera for the enjoy-

ment of love.?l

Although it appears from the above quotation that the

romantic impulsge had but little place in Greek life, yet

Schnroeder thinks that the hetaera of Greece and the wonen

of Oultus were forerunners of the Ynew wonmen" of our times,d

Burgess sfys:

In Jspan, China and India parents emphasize practicsl con-
sideration, socizl status and economic standing and ignore

on the whole sentiment and personal preference in arranging
the marriage of their children.4

Calhoun sgays:

That Burgevisie well may claim the honor of being the first
t0o ascertain that romantic love is the ideal besis of
marriage but constraint of private wealth has always operated

to frustrate this ideal.d
Other scholars date the origin back to the chivalrous

knights and the courageous ladies of the feudal society,

e Westermarck, Human Msrrisge, Ohaps. 7-13, from W. Goodsell,

History of ilarriage and the Family, 19.

& 7, Schroeder, "Development of Earriage Ideals", in The
Family, Reuter and Runner, 104,

3 Ibid., 117, teken from Romentic Love and Pergonal Beauty
18873 Primitive Love and Love Stories 1889,

4 §. 7. Burgess, "The Romantic Impulse and Family Disorganiz-

ation®. The Survey ic

Oalhoun, Socizl History of the American Family, Vol.l,

¢ 1]

A. 'r-’r.
22,



8t1il1ll others to the French Oourt of the Sixteenth Century.l

Howard suggests that marriage began in free choice and
passed through the stage of consract and purchase arranged
by family or clesn, and with the decay of kinsnip'group and
paternal power, became slowly, once more an individual
matter in modern times,?

Early Christian Influence,
Women suffered a religious degradation under the influ-

ence of Christianity during the early centuries,

Tertullian denounced women as "the gate of hnell"., 8St,
Bernard called her "tne orgsn of the Devil", 8t. Anthony
said, "The Weman is the fountain of the srm of the devil,
and her voice is the hissing of a serpent. 8St. Bonaventure
denounced her as %"a scorpion ever ready to sting ... the
lance of the demon®, St. Oryprian saw her as "the instru-
ment of the devil, the road of inguity, the sting of the
scorpion”, 8t. Jonn Damascene labtled her "as tne daughter
of false-hood, the sentinel of hell, the enemy of peace”;
St. Gregory The Great, adds, "As the polson of an asp, the
malice of a dragon®, 8t. Ohrysostom announces taat 'tarough
the Devil has triumphed ... Of all wild beaststhe most

dangerous is women®.

Thig atsitude toward women continued for cenvuries. At

the council in iacon, 585 A, D. fifty bishops took part in a
discﬁssion of whetner or not women had souls. It was decided
by a majority of one, that they did have.

The Romantic Impulse In America.

Although the romantic impulse did not have its origin

1 g, w. Burgess, "Tne Growth of the Romantic Impulse®, The
Familv, Reuter snd Runner, 118-119,

2 Howard, Tne History of Yatrimonial Institution, from Goodsell,
History of serriage and the Family, 22l.

3 T. Scnroeder, "Development of ¥arriage Ideals®, The Family,
Reuter and Runner, l07.
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in America, there are several reasons why it has found such
a large plece on this continent, Calhoun says,

American family institution is a result of three factors,
the complex medieval tradition evolved through the Centuries

on the basis of ancient civilization plus the uses of his
barbarian successor; the economic transition from medieval

land-lordism to modern capitalism; and the influence of
environment in ean unfolding continent,l

During the colonial days the romantic impulse wag on
vrial, The economic and social consideration had been the

custom in Europe and the same tendency continued in Americe,

but nos without opposition. "Robert Owens attacked marriage

resting upon property basish,2

“The new world tended to make marriage independent of
the economic condivion, social gradation and parental con-
straints, but also loose soclal control®.® -

An English traveler said, "Women in South Oarolina
looked more upon the prosyectivé hugband's means than the
possibilities of living happily wizh him",4

The caolonies of the distinct cormmercizl type did not
seem to weather the storms of the new world as did the
colonies made up of men and their families. This was recog-
nized early in Virginia, and under direction of Edwin Sandys,

ninety English maids were brought to Virginia in order to

L Calhoun, Socizl History of the American Family, Vol.

A, V.
1,
2 1pid., Vol., 2, 215.

¢ 1pid., 323.

4 1pig., 317.



make a home -for restiess gsettlers., Three things were required

of the young men who won the hands of the maids, (1) they rust
be able to support a wife, (2) they must pay their vpassage,

which was one hundred pounds of leaf tobacco, and (3) they

migt get the consent of the young women, Ve see here the

Tudiments of the romantic impulse being given considerasion.l
William Penn recognized@ the value of the romantic im-

pulse when he saild, *Never marry but for love but see that

thou lovest what is lovely".
Hinister Clap in his diary speaks reverently of his

wife:

She exceeded all persons that ever I saw, in a most Berene,
vleasant and excellent temper and disposition, which rendered
her very agreecable and lovely To me, and ell shat were
acquainted with her. I lived with her 1n the house near
eleven years, and never saw her in any unpleasant texper.
Indeed I took great pleasure in vleasing her in every thing

which I thought I conveniently could; and if she erred in
any thing of that nature, it was sometimes in not insisting
upon her own inclinations so rmuch &8s a wife may modestly

do.2
The Revolution days gave great impetus to the romantic

impulse by the breaking down of artvificial social dls-

tinction, Richards says:

Coats of Arms were destroyed and even erased from family
gilver in gome cases and all evidence of prestige frowned
down by the American patriarchs and thelr descendents, sO

not o know one's grandmother was not rere.d

1 W. Goodsell, History of Marriage in the Family, 36.

2 A, W. Oalhoun, Social History of ‘the American Family,
Yol. 1, 356.

3 Richards, Side-Lights on ¥aryland Hissory, Vol. 1, 99
from A, %. Calhoun, Social History of the American
Femily, Vol. 3, 232, 234.




As industry developed and men went outside of the home
for work, husbands and thelr wives were drawn apart by the
loss of a common inverest. The husband becare the main
earner while the wife did most of the spending. Tnis pro-
duced a duel psychology under the same roof which soretimes
made harmony difficult., Along with this transition has gone
2 sti1ll greater change in the position of the woman within
the family. 8She too, 1s belng called outside of the home to
work, Meny of the former functions of the family are large-
iy gone. If the family i1s to remein a sociz) unit, the bond
of affection will have to carry a heavier load than ever be-

fore. There ig a douvt arising in the minds of some as to
the adequacy of this bond.

Crapsey:says:

While romanticism is the basis of marriage, marriage must be
more or less hazardous. Romanticism is not hard and fixed
reality; 1t is a condivion of mind. When the days of court-
ghip are over, and the honey-moon has gone 4down, and the
sun rises upon the metter of fact world then these TWO whom
romanticism has brougatl tozether find themselves SIrangers,
must make each others acguaintance and establish thelr

mutual relations upon a moOTre permanent basis.l

Elton Mayo ie very definite in ner view of the inade-

quacy of the romantic impulse as a foundation for a family.

She says,

onder of adolesence &t the mysterious
revelation of the loved one represents & siage of develop-
ment that cannot be perpetuated. The irregulzr union is

committed To the hopeless atterpt TO perpetuate this
ztosphere —-— an atterpt which inveriably fails. The
few thet apparently succeed do so DY reagon of the fact

The exaggeration w

working Olegs, 75-76.

" A. 9. COrapsey, The Rise of the



that they becore marriages in fact if not in law.l
Irrespective of ite origin or history of development,
the romantic impulse has for its central idea the thought

that love alone is commetent to bring Together in marriage

The persons pest fitted to establish a family. This doc-

trine is being modified. Burgess says:

There is even now every indication that the doctrine of
rorantic love as the supreme if not the soul raison @'evre
of marriage and the family is being replaced by the con-
ception that romance, companionship and mutuality of in-
terest, in due and changing proportiong, are all necessar
for a satisfying relationship in courtships and marriage,

It appears to the writer that there must be limits To
any freedom, and by limiting the romantic impulse by sote
other common interest, the greatest marital happiness Can

pe reelized. Harital hsppiness and family stabllity as used

throughout this study are identical terms.
THE EMANCIPATION OF WOMEN

Yoman's Freedon.

Woman's new found freedom has revolutvionized the

femily. Her interest used t0 be within the family, serving

in the capacity of a wife, mother and hugband's helper in

home indugtry. Tois is no longer true to the degree that it

Yoren have become wage-sarners &nd enter

Both single and married

uged to be,

business and profession like men.

- E. W. Burgess, "The Growth of the Romantic Impulse”,
The Family, by Reuter and Renner, 125.

. E. W. Burgess, "The Romantic Impulse and Famnily Dis-
organization", The Survey, December 1, 1826, 224.



women are recognized vo be men's serious competitors in many

fields.
Ohild bearinz waes the chief task that fell to the

married women of coloniak New England., Large families were

the rule. A Boston printer (by the name of Green) in the

pre-revolutionary days had thirty children. William Rawson

had twenty by one wife. The idea of the 0ld Testament was

ever kept before them and their interest was largely ab-

sorbed in the one task.l

Lo, children are an heritage of Jehovah;
And the fruit of the womb is his reward,
As arrows are in the hands of a mignty man;

So are chiidren of the youth. 2
Happy is the man that hatvh his quiver full of them,

Geneology reglsters show the following incident of South
Carolina fecundity. During the Seventeenta and Eighteenth
Century; five persons with nine children; six with ten
children; three with eleven children e&sch; two with thirteen
each; one with fourteen; one with fifteen; one woman with
nineteen children by one husband., There is no reason TO
suppose that the elect few whose genealogies are avelleble

were unique in pro-li-ficness.d
The status of women in the South during the same period

was somewhat different. Their husbands were often zbsent

for months &t & time, leaving them in charge of a plantation

with several hundred slaves. This gave them a freedom of

action and a standing not galned by women elsewhere in the

- A. W. Calhoun, Socizl History of the Arerican Family,
Vol. 1, 88.

2 Bible, Psalms 137: 3-5 R. V.

3 A. W. Galhoun, Op, COisv., 288.



colonies. Women often taught their own children,l

During the period between Independence and the Oivil
%ar, women began to emerge from their traditionzl place.
Every step of progress was often hotly contested.

Daniel. Anthony, fatner of Susan, at Bettenville, New York,
was much criticized for allowing his daughtvers to Teach, as
in those days women did not work for wages save for
necessity; but he was far enouzh ahead of his time to be-
lieve that every girl should be trained To self support,
But even a2t the middie of the century women had no recog-—

nized individuality in any sphere of life.

A man felt himself as the patriarch of hig home, his

wife and children being supject to him. Hie avtitude toward

women, ags we shell see a ii1tcle leser, was That they rugt

stay in "women's place®.

Harriage reduced her to subordinzate and cramp position. Siae
wag expecied to embrace her hugband's religion, TO confine
ner sctivities to the home, end to make her nusband's

pleasure her guiding svar.d

She wae ignorant of her husband's business, religion, politics,

and educestion. She was not expected TO think and usually

l1ived up vo this expectation, accepting indulgence instead

of justice.

Tomen seem &lert and usually ready TO a8Serv taemselves.

Tnis they did prior to the Civil war by circulzting petiTtions.

raiging money, and taking an sctive part in the enti-slavery

movement. <Thelr interest outgide of tne home becare

1 , w. Galnoun, Op. Oit., Vol. 1, 378.

2 1pig., Vol. 2, 81.

3 Ipid., Vol. 3, 83.

BN &=
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prominent. Thig brought protest from every side and their

rignts were fearlessgsly assailed. Even some of the churches

were closed zgainst their activities in social reform,1

¥Woman's gstruggles for rights took on the form of an

organization in Seneca Falls, N.Y. in 1848, The charges

made against men in that convention showed her spirit of

contest. Here are a few samples:

First, he hath made her if married, in the eyes of the law
civilly dezd. 8Second, he hath tzken from her ali rights in
property, even the wages sne earnes. 'third, he hath made
her an irresponsible being, as she can commit no crime with
impunity, provided that it mey be done in the presence of
her husband. In the covenent of marriage she is compelled
to promise obedience to her husband, he becoming vo all in-
tent and purpose her master —-— the law gilving him power

to deprive he§ of her liberty and to administer her

chastisement.,

Yomen reflected upon her subordinave position. 1In the

middle of the Nineteenth Century, lrs. S. F. lartin gave the

following discussion on taree ways 10 make & wife: First

came the picture of an outiandish husband, terrorizing over

vwife and chiidren. The wife became an adroii dissimulator;

the child was spoiled. (2) the second exnibitv was & husband
who yieided to his wife's choice, but always managed 0 have
. (3) The case was that of a young man
Sbe felt

ner do what he wanted.

that married a girl ignorant of house-keeplng,

hérself a servant and threatened 10 leave the couniry. He

ancouraged her to leave and she took bold and came out

1 A. Ww. Oalhoun, Op. Oit., Vol. 3, 98.

2 1pid., Vol. 2, 119.

—_———
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beautifully.l

In her struggles for rights she often met bold opposition,
An objector in the audience of the Women's Rights Convention
in Philadelphia, in 1854, called out, "Let women first prove

that they have souls, both the Church and the State deny 1t4,2

Calhoun says:

It was supposed that the separztion of interest would cause
donestic strife and that suffrzge would engender endless
house-hold quarrels. The idez that merried women should
possess thelr omn wages would be & start toward a2 species

of legalized adultery.d
The Civil War brcught & chenge in the general attitude

toward the freedom of women. As in the days of Rome woman

ca e To play a new role. She became bold, thinklng and

acting on her own iniastive. These were new qualities for

"arried ladies", sgid Day in 1880, "had equal
They do a&s they

woman-kind,
or even greater license than the unmarried,

like, having no fear of their husbands before their eyes".4

The idea of sex equality has geained acceptance in splte

of 1ts influence on the family?:

Eagar has declsred that the idea of sex ecualivy has tended
to waXen the family, It has impared the idea of superioyi—
ties in the opposite sex that has mutually attracted €aCd...
It has tended TO create in women ambition and modes of 1life
and thought hostile to a contented and gsuccessful wife, and

1l o F. ¥arvin, Ladies Teslth N.Y., 1848-49, from A. W.
Oalhoun, Socisl Hisvory of tne American Family, Vol. 2,

11.

2 Gege, Woren, Church, Stave, 57, from A, W. Calhoun, Bociel
History of the American Family, Vol. 2, 125,

3 A, W. Calhoun, Op. Cit., Vol. 2, 124, 125,

4 1p1d., Vol. 3, 119.
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t0 destroy in men chivalry, benevolence, and kindness ‘toward
woren ... You spoil the men for husbands as yor have thorough-

ly converted them to the idea of sex equality,
Others bozst of the happiness of the American family.
Price Collier in 1894, said that happiness in marriaze was

pronounced. To quote,

The proportion of English women who make men comfortable is
very large; but, be 1t said that the proportion of Arerican
wonen who made men comfortzble and also proud and heppy are

profoundly grester.<

Lecal Aspect of Women.

The legzl status of woren also reflects her position in

the family. Up to the middle of the Nineveenth Oenvury 1t

was medieval in type, being premeated with injustices.

In this matter of the distripution of property, sex dis-
crimination lingered long. X¥en of libsral views wihose out-—
100k transcended the system that denied female equal
opportunity to earn a livelihood, could, indeed, provide
preferentially for their daughters., Some such logic may be
reflected in the observatiocn of a watcher wio said in 1838:
"Rich men, here, often give more to their dzughters though
it is very common for men of small fortunes to maxe their
daurnters independent at the expense of their sons®. But
Gorling in 1840, wrote: "Seldom does the American provide
for his daugater in propvortion to what the son receives.
She is a girl; girls are in great demand. TVell let them go
end marry. At This period a iiassachugette farwer would
usually leave hig daughter at hovie On the farm as long as
she remained single. Fatners frequently willed zll thelr

property to their sons".

Up to the comparatively recent times the wage of &
gainfully employed wife, legally pelonged to her husband.

Yany of the Stases have now chenged such laws giving her

1 4. w. Oalhomn, Op. Oit., 126.
2 Ibid., 129.

3 Ibid., Vol. 2, 58.
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equal rights with men to own property and collect her own

wages, Eguality of sex dominates our social order.

The Educatsion of Women.

The educztion of women was indeed meager in colonial
days, They were ingtructed by their mothers 1n house-hold
and family duvies. This lack of opportunity for an education
was felt by some of the prominent women of that day.

"I regret®", says lirs. Adazs, %tne trifling, narrow,
contracted education of the femazles of my country*.l On

anotaer occasion sne siaved, "It was fashionable etc. etc,

t0 ridicule feminine learning ... Female educetion in the
best families went no fartner than writing and arithmetic,
in sowme few and rare instences, mugic and dancing“.z

Up to and inciuding the first half of tke Nineveenth
Gentury, women were denied the prover means of intellectual

development, nor were there adequste facillitvies for thasw

purpose. This, however is not saying that some did not re-~
ceive a good enough education to enapble Them o prepare
their song for college, but this was the rare exception,
not the ruale,

So 1little imporsance was given to the educetion of
girls shat Yorthampton, Hassachusetts, voved in 1788 not

to be at any expense for their educztion.d

1 4. %. Gelhoun, Op. Cit., Vol. 1, 84.

2 Ibid., 85.

S Johnson, Old ‘rime Schools and School Books, 139, fronm

¥, Goodsell, History of Harriage and the Family, 467,

—_— . ——



_ 14
Her realm of reading was restricted. Bhe was warned

against novels, though a few such as Vicar of Wakefield, Don

Quixote, were reluctantly permitted. She had access 10

current papers but was encouraged primarily to resd religious
and American history.l

Calhoun says:

Tomen's educztion before the Civil Var was the most inferior
sort. Nearly all girl schools petore 1880 were limited vo
vhe terms of a few montins ard confined themselves largely 10

needle work, music, dancing, and culiivation of moreals &nd
rnanners,

There were forces at work which have brought sbout the
emancipation. Dedocgueville thinks that the responsibility
of women's free choice in marriage has been a contributing
factor, he writes, "If democredic nztions leave & women free
t0 chovse her husband, they take care to give her mind
gufficient knowledge, and her will strength, To make sO &n
irportant choice”,

The Newland Quarterly Mezazine for 1803 contained the
opinion of Dr. Rush, that several circumstances in Averica
recuired a peculiar mode for feminine education: (1) early

marriage made conirazcted education necesgsary and that 1%

should be confined chiefly tuv the more useful branches of
ligeratvure. (2) That more womwen should re trained to be

- A. 7. Calhoun, Op. Citv., Vol. 2, 88, from Hunt'g Life in
America One Hundred Years Azo, 74-84.

2 p, W. Oalhoun, Op. Oitv,, Vol. 2, 85.



15
stewards and guardians of their husbands property. (3) Pro-
fessional life often takes men away from their fawilies, thus

women should be prepared to train chiidren, They should know

how to instruct their sons in the principles of liperty znd

governrent,:
Woman's role in every walk of life has called upon her
inate possibilities for exvpression and development. Under the
Eno Tillerd,

leadership of such wowen g8 Oatherine beeche,

Mary Lyon and others, the earliest advanced zcedemies and

seminaries for girls were founded. & few of the most noted

were ¥t. Holoke Seminary which was chartered in 18Z7; ine

Elmira College in 1855; the Vassar in 1837; itne Kellesley 2s

a seminary in 1865 and as a college in 1871 and the Bryn

¥awr in 1880,

About 1848 the first woman presented herself as & medl-
cal student at Harvard but was Trejected. A women's college
of New York gave the Tight to grant degrees to women in 1824.
m the college presidenis of other

This brought such horror fro
uA few dreamers are TIY-

institutions that one of them Wrote,
ing o develop a college for women in the village of Elmirz.

. cul-
This idea of giving women & man's educ: tion is too ridl
ous TO &ppear credible®.® —
41ts foundin-,. '

Oberlin has admitted women since 1B33,

. . Reidgel, Trend of
! pugerd, La Socteve Anericane, 18271253 7, oin op. Gat-

Collegces for Womel,
Vol. @, 90.

2 a, ¥. Oalhoun, Op. Cit., Vol. 2, 74.
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It has the distinction of granting the first degree to any

women in the United Stztes. +Tnis dezree was granted in the

yvear 1841,
The College of the Pacific was established as a co-

educzational institution in 1851, and the Universivy of

Hichigan in 1870, Since that time most institutions for

higner learning in the United SBtates have elther admitted
women to thelr courses and degrees or have establisned a
Woman's college in connection with the University. Banard
of Columbia of Uolumbia University and Radcliffe College
affiliated with Hsrverd were institutions of this type.
Vocational Adjustment..

The same forces that called men away from the family
The following

for employment are also claiming the women.
figures show an ever increasing importance of women in our

economic lite., It can be seen trom the figures in Table I

that our gainfulliy employed women have increased 8.1 per=-

cent between 1870 and 19830,
T4BLE I1

PERCENTAGE OF POPULATICN 16 YEARS AXD OVER,
GAINFULLY OCCUPIED, 1870-1930.

GAINFULLY EMPLOYED MEN WOMEN
1870 54,7 9.6
1880 58,8 10.7

1 Ralph G. Hurling and Meredith B. Givens, "Shifting
Occupationgl Pasvterns”, Recent Social fTrends in the

United States, Report of the President’s Research
Committee on Social Trends, Vol. 1, 374.
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1890 60.2 13.1
1300 8l.2 14,3
1910 62,9 1%

1820 61.8 16.5
1930 61,3 177

Women working outside the famity seem to have sonme
bearings on marital hepviness, Davis found that out of 872
women, that were happily morried, 76.3 percent did not work
outside the femily, while 23.7 did work outside the family.
She zlso found that of 116 women who were unhappily =married
40 percent worked outside the family, while 60 percent did
not work outside the family.l Whether these married women's
working outsside the family was the cause of their unhapyny
married 1ife or whether their unhappy married life w:zs the
cause of their seeking employment outside the family 1is
not clear; it could be elther,

The group according to the size of the gainfully em-
ployed may be classgified as: domestic and personal service,
clericel work, manufacsuring and mechanical pursuits, pro-
fegsione, trade and agriculture, transporiation and com-
manication. Oontrasting the number employed in the years
1870 angd 1930 we have a decrease in mechznical industries of

2 percent, The clerical group increased 18.6 percent, trade

and transportation 11 percent, and she professional group,

6 percent,?

IK. B. Davis, The Sex Life of Twenty-Two Hundred women, 45.

-~ o

the Home", Recent S-c¢ial ‘trends in the United Suates,
Report of the President's Comuittee on socizal ‘Y'rends,

Yoi. 1, 71%F.

2 S. P, Beckinridze, "Tne Activities of Tne "oren Qutside of
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The single women 15 years and over have increased be~
tween 1800 and 1930 only 16 percent while the married women
gainfully employed have increased from 5.6 percent to 11.7
percent, or over 100 percant.1 It is only logical that

women's economic independence might result in a freedonm

from masculine domination.

why do Women York?

In a recent study made by onroe and Day, it was found

that out of 23,373 families, 71.6 percent of the married

vomen were working., At least half of this group had wage-

earning huspands.2
A canvas of nearly 12,000 families in six industrizal

sections of Philadelphia, in 1818 showed that the husband's

wage alone was inadequate in at least 55 percent of the

They were able to keep up only expenses by other
The

families,
members of the family working or by keeping lodgers.

first resort to supplement a husband's wage that was in-

adequate was to turn to the wages of the children (18)

percent, the second, the wage of the wife (17.7) percent

and third vo the income of lodgers. Only © percent of this

entire group was of the conventional statistical type,

husband, wife, and three children under sixteen years of

1 g. P. Beckinridge, Op. Oit., Vol. 1, 717,

= Yonroe and Day, Ohicago Families, Ohicago. 1832,
Unpublished cengus data,



age, supported by the husband alone.l e
TABLE II 2
Answers of 728 Working Mothers of Philadelphia
To the question, Way did you go back to work after

you were married?

ANSWERS PEROEXT
¥Husband was dead" 32
"He left me? 13
My husband was sgick¥ 14
"He wouldn't support me' 11
WI'd rather work" : i

The emancipation of women is best representéd in this
study by the group wno answered, "I‘d rataer work". Taey
gave such reasons as: (1) a chance To earn extra money to
gpend ag they pleased, (2) an opportunity for wider and more
stimilatine contacts as well as means of ralsing the stand-
ards of living, (3) as a means of filling in the time not
occupied by house work and, (4) to help husbands.®

The freedom the women now enjoy in the United States
gives them political freedom which entitles them to the
rignt to #ote and hold office; economic independence, which
enables them to demand a single stand of morality; and a
socizl and a religious freedom that entitles her to almost
any liperty she desires, All this has made the family

problem more acute, The future holds the key to a stable

1 H, H. Berry, "ilothers in Industry', The Famnily, Reuter
and Runner, 489,

2 1pid., 400,

3 Tpid.
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industriel type of family, based on the equality of sexes.
THE UNUSUAL LIBERTY OF CEILDREY

Individualism has made further inrcads into the family

by the unusual lidberty of children.

The Status of Children,
Children in the colonicl family of Kew Englend were

largely hidden 1in obscurity, "to be seen, not heara®., They

seemed to be providential incidents with 2 mesger opportunity
for maturity. There were sixteen children in a femily of the
eerly colonisl period. After the first nine yezrs as 2 fem-

jly, only one child survived of the six thaet had been born.

Only two out of Cotton Mather's fifteen children sur-

vived him.,1

The treatment of children may be characterized as
severe., Discipline first, last, znd all the time was ricid-

1y enforced. It came from all sides. The physical environ-

ment was rigid and severe, Parents ruled with a rod of iron

and preachers thundered forth the horrors of hell and sin.
The iron-hand of the parents, particulerly the fathers, can

be seen by the rigidness with which they rebuked the table

behavior of their children. Oalhoun cites the following ex-

tract from a 1ittle book of etiquette widely circulated in

1
A. W. Calhoun, Socisl Hietory of the American Family, Vol.
1, 106,
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colonial days,

Never sit down at the table, till asked and after the bless-
ing. Ask for nothing; tarry until it be offered thee. Speak
not, bite not thy bread but break it., Take salt only with a
clean knife, dip not thy hand in the sawve, Dip not the meat
in the same, Hold not thy knife upright but sloping, and lay
1t down at the right hand of plate with blade on plate. Look
not earnestly at one another that is eating. When moderately
satisflied leave the table. 8ing not, hum not, wiggle not.
8pit no where in the room but in the corner ... When any
gpeaks to thee, stand up. Say not I've heard it before.
Never endeavor to help out if he tells it not right., Snicker
not, never question the truth of it.

Home discipline was stern and a8rbitrary, and complete

obedience was demanded and usually given, Ohildren were in-

gstruments of subjection -— adults were Teverenced.

Puritanism tauvght that child-nature wes depraved and

wicked, and frowned upon armusements asg sinful; the play in-

gstinct as inexcuseable, When they read they must read ‘the

rizht things., Samwples of the types of books that were read

were: A Token for Ohildren, The Prodigael Daughver of the

Disobedient Ledy Reclaimed, Some Example of Children in Thom

the Fear of God waas Remarkasbly Buddinz Before They Died, by

Hathers.z

Idleness wag frowned upon in both adults &nd children.

Fhen parents failed to keep their children busy the ruling

element'usually of fered assistance., In PiLymouth, in 1641,

the law commanded the township to provide erployment sull-

able for idle children, according to their strength and

1 A. W. Oalhoun, Op. Oit., 112.

2 Ibid., 111, 112.
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ability.l Bimilar laws in lassachusetts, provided for the

training, learning, and labor for children which would be

profitable to the commonwealth,.2

The Puritan fathers insisted upon at least two things
from their children -- work and worship. It is even probable
that Saturday became a school holiday, due to the need of the
children at home to make purivanic preparations for the
Sabbath,

The challenge of a struggle for existence made pro-

longation of infancy impossible. Hence, it was only easy

and natural that the puritan's ethics be modeled after the
Heprews, which regarded ldleness as a serious sin. Tais
philosophy regarded children as little men and women.

Children's reaction to this program of work and wor-

ship was soretimes favorable and sometimes not so favorable,
Jonathon Edwards thougit that to bring his children into

submission once or twice was sufficient to establish hils

parental authority.o

Ezekiel Roberts wrote in 1657:
Do your children and family grow more godly? I find great
trouble and grief about vhe rising generstion: young people

are little stirred here; but they strengshren one a2nother
in evil by Zxample and counsel —— Much ado have I with my

orn family.

. A, W. Calhoun, Qp. Cis., 124.

2 1pid., 125.

3 Tbid., 114,

4 1pid., 118, 119.
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The period between Independence and the Civil VWar wit-—

nessed a change in the role of children. The change did not

cozie a8 2 siruggle between children and parents, but the

outgrowth of favorable circumstances., Calhoun says:

During the infancy of children the father did, indeed, exer-
cise unopposed and necessary democratic authority but as
young America approached manhood the ties of filial
obedience were relaxed and vhe youth became master of his
own thoughts and conduet., Tiois result was not the outcoue

of a struggle between children and their perents, The
father yielded as a matter of course and the son entered

naturally on the enjoyment of nis freedom,
A virgin continent opened tvo a vigorous herdy people

w28 indeed a challenge. Thought was given To posterity

rather than ancestors., OChildren were welcomed and hailed

as blessings, An unlimited opportunivy was opened to the

ambitious, and the motvto ¢f the pioneer was "For the

Children®.
The economic¢ opportunities that were open to children

had a profound influence upon their freedom. "Thisg economic

sufficiency, uninvaded by any lure of any artificial past-

times masured and emancipated cnildren from undue prolong-

ment of parental control®,@

"The child was willing to play his role., Ohilédren came

The new country was not ready for the

quickly o maturivy,
3

prolonged infancy that merks advanced civiltization®.

1 A. ¥. Calhoun, Op. Cit., Vol. 2, 54.
2 Ipid., 53.

S Ibid., 55.
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The political as well as the economic situation in

America favored the freedom of children. Political democ-

racy placed emphasig upon the individuals, not families.

The father was & citizen, so was the son, It was difficult,

indeed, for one citizen to exercise authority over enother
citizen, for all are equal before the law.

Social Aspect.
The youthful spirit of American Soclety gave to 1t ean

The young people

atmosphere of gayety unknown in Europe.
enjoyed opportunities of which their parents knew nothing
and thus were sble to act as authority on social matters.

This gave youth an acceptance in circles where the adult

weas not welcomed,

Education,
Education also added to the 1ndépendence of children.
In colonial days education was & special privilege and re-

mained so for sometime, XNever-the-less, the need of edu-

cation was so great that specizl effort was made to extend

it to the poor. At first education was a private endeavor

end could be enjoyed only by the rich, but the State began

modestly to provide education for thoge children who were

willing to take & pauper's oath. It was only after & long

and hard struggle that educatlion was made universal.l

A writer of 1818 says?
Strictly speaking there is no such thing as gocial

1 A, w. Calhoun, Op. Cit., 59-61.
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subordination, Parenis have no command over theilr children,
Owing perhaps to a very popular nature of our instisutions,
the Arerican children are seldom tausht reverence for and
sirict obedience to their parents, which are atv once the
besig for domestic comfort and of the welfare of the children
themselves., Nay, the indevendence of children on their
parents is carried so far as to arouse doubts if a father or
mother hag any richts to inverfere in the marriage of a aon

or a daughter.l
An English women wrote in 1848,

The indulgence that varents in the United States permit to
their children is not s<en in England. Thne child is too
early his own magter; as soon as he can sit at tne table,
he chooses nis own food, and as soon as he can speak argues
with his parents on the propriety or impropriety of their

omn directions,
It iz not strahge that the American girl would quickly

follow the example of her brother in emancipation, despite
her exclusion from political activity of the period.

St., Mary said, "The chosen sreetheart comes to the
house whenever he pleases, and takes his beloved out walk-
ing when ne likes ... Young people giT up spooning after

their elders go to bed®.3 De Tocqueville described it

further:

To offset the risk of unconventionality and freedom,
democrztic education of girle developed. They were per=-

ritted to learn and were not shielded in #jnnocence"
er society. If democratic

according to the methods of olc i
netiong lecve a woman free to chooge heT husband tney Take
care to give her mind sufficient imowledze and her 2111

gufficient strenzth wo make so an important chéice.
1 A. w. Calhoun, Op. Cit., 64, 65.

2 Ivid., 67.

3 Ipid., 71.

% Toid., 74.
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The attitude toward the freedom and indevendence of

children has greatly changed since the Oivil War. Children
are no longer considered little men and woumen.

Qalhoun says:

lore has been written about the child in the last fifvy
years than in all the world before; and particuwlarly in
America., The cult of the child has done much to ofiset
dangerous tendencies. Ohild study is in a sense an Averi-

can phenomenon,l

The first study of importance regarding individual

astention of school children involved several tvhousand

children of Boston, in 1879.
The role of the child as an individual with &ll of

his problems which he encounters while growling %o msTuUrity,

is given a larger place than ever vefore. Lawrence K.

Frank says,

One of the most irmporvant discoveries of the past forty
years ig that the child is notv a2 gsnall size aduls, but is

a growing, developing, ever changing individuel, wcoee
treatment must differ not merely in degree but in kind fronm
that Teceived by the adult, The imnortance accorded tQ the
child ag a c¢hild is pehind all chiitd-welfare progrems.

Another discovery is that of the ever increasing in-

filuence of early child-hood on late life. Frank says,

"His status is becoming the measure of the value of the
whole complex of economic, political, and gocial zctivities
as they affect his health, emotional developuent, education
1

A. W. Calhoun, Op. Oit., Vol. 3, 14l.

, Recent Social 1irends

3 L. K. Frank, "OCnild-hood and Youth"
Ts Research

in the United States, Report of the President
Committee on Social Trends, Vol. 3, 751,
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and maturasion®,l
As the child's place in the povulation strucsture of our
nation is gradually decreasing, greater concern is being
given to each child's welfare. In 1800, there wers 44,3
percent of our populasion under Iwenvy years of age; in
1910 -~ 40,7 percent; in 1930 -~ 38.8 percent.2 }
Extra paternal care on the part of other social in-

stitution and agencies has lessened the dependence of

children upon the farily. "The family was once the all
functioning unit of primitive human society; not so much
an institution in society as a microcosim, & soclety in

1tself",3 This is no longer true as will be shown in a

later chapter. The point to be considered here, however,

ig that agencies are now hearing responsibility in child-

czre, that used to be borne by the fanily.

Health.
Specialists in pediatrics bave greatly increased.

From the year 1828 to 1928 there was an increase from 684

to 1043.% Hospitals for children also greatly increased in

number and capacity. Between 1827 and 1830 the npumber of

1 y. K. Frank, Op. Oit., 753.
2 Tpid., 755.

8 G. W. Fiske, The Cnanging Family, 23.

4 peebles, Allon, Hedical Facilities in the United States,
Oommittee on cost of medical care, Nov., 1929, publication
No. 3, 69 in Recent Social fTrends in the Unived States,
Report of the President's research committee on social
Trends, Vol, 2, 765.
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their beds increased from 5050 to 5597. The North and lliddle

Atlantic Regions received about one nhalf of these beds.l’
Ohild health centers have had remarkeble growth. In
1930 there were 1511 of them in the United States, in cities
of 100,000 populatvion &nd over. One percent of them was
established prior to 1900, 7 percent petween 1900 -- 1904;

5 percent, 1905 -~ 1209; 7 percent between 1910 —-- 1914;

15 percent between 1915 —-- 1919; 29 percent between 1920 --
1924; 24 percent between 1925 —— 1929 and 2 percent in
1930.2 Schools have also taken up the provlem of child
health. At present according to my source of material,
twenty stantes require medical and physical examination for
all children annually. Eileven States provide for some of
child health under the departzent, Nineteen siates provide

for it under the Educational department and nine states
share the Tesponsibility jointly.?®

Delinguency.
¥hen parents fail in ‘the problem of discipline, the

#tates step in to assist, Tne first juvenile court was

established in Illinois in 1899. Forty-six stases had such

hildren suppiied by

3 Unpublisned report on hospital for ¢
dical

Rufus Rowem in the Oommittee on the cost of e
Oare, Op. Cit., 763.

@ v"hite House Qonference on Ohild Health and Protection,
Section 1 - 0 Chiid Health COenters, 4, in the Comzittee
on the cost of iedical Care, Op. Oiv., 763.

3 United States Office of Education, James F. Rogers, State
wide Yl'rendg in School Hygiene and Pnysical Egucation,
hlet No. 5, iay 1930, in the Committee on The £OST

of ¥edical Qare, Op., Cit., 768.




29
courts by 1930.1 During the six months ending Deceumber 31,
1930 there were 2,243 boys and girls elgnteen years of age

and under in custody for federal offences, Of these 504
were under sixteen,?

Lsbor.
Parents seem prone 1o let their children go to work at
an age and under conditions that are detrimental to the

child's welfare. In 1928 the New ?ork labor gepartment re-
ported that 1,498 boys and girlé'were found illegally em-
ployed in factories of the State and 2,754 in mercantile
establishment. Only 20 percent of these boys and 63 percent
of these girls under eighteen came within the provision of

the Ohild Lebor Law. Of these, 66 in factories and 779 in

stores, were under fourteen years of age, the minimum age
for legal employment; 246 in factories end <248 in stores

worked illegal hours; and 1,336 in factories, 81,917 in

stores were withous the reguired e:pleyment certificates.3

The State hasg becone alermed at these conditions and has

taken steps to correct then.
Universal education, social welfare work and cnild-

labor legislation have done much toward giving the child &

1 United States National Commigsion on Law QOpservance and
Enforcement, Report II, No, &, ariam Ven Tavers, Prob-

Lems presented 1o Federal Svsten of Justice by the OIOTld,
Ka 19313 in Commititee om the cost of iedicel CaTe, Op.

Cit., 76

2 y.8. Nati : forcement

8. N onal Comrission on_Law_QOpservance gnd Eniorceement,

Report 1i, Ko. 6, karian Van Walers, 14€ Snlld Cifenders
in the Fedgr System of Justige, 193L, in Comulvtce on
the cOst o% g%dlgal aare, Up. 815., 9*3.

3 ¥.Y. Dept, of Labor, Annual Rept, of Industrisal Commigsioner
for 1523, Albany,’lazs, 119, 120, 132, 134, in Comzitvee
on the cost of Ledical Czre, Uv. Uiv,, 773,
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chance for individuel development. Forty-six states recog-—

nize fourveen years as the minimum legal age for ermployment
and thirty-eight states have corpulsory school avuendance

to a prescribed number of grades.l

Schools.
Our scaools have put forth special effort to meet the

individual need of each child so he can think and act upon

his own iniative and responsibility. Frank says:

The Tecognition of individuesl differences among children,
with the realization that eacnh child is a2 unigue individual
for whom the school program should be adapted, is an
illussration of the accepnance of the principal of individ-
ual varisbility. It is to be seen in several aspects of
schools procedure., The growth in the use of menual tests
egpecially since the Tar, may be interpreted as & recog-
nition of differences in mentsl sbility and other cepacities.
Ko direct evidences may be cited of the actual number of
test blanks soid by a leading supplier has grown; under
500,000 inteliigence test were sold in 18919-1920, while in
1930-1931 over 5,000,000 were sold. Sales of achiewment
tests increased 1,300 percent from 1921-1822 to 1930-

1931.2
STMARY

*Nothing", says Fiske, "can geriously threaten it (Tne

family) but a selfish individuslism which would be 2 reversion

to type, a leak back to the jungle".d

A United States Children Bureau, Ohild Labor Facts and
Figures, Publication Fo. 197, 1930, Committee on the

cost of ledical Care, Co., Ciz., 777,

2 private GQommnication from the leading publisher of men—
tal test blanks by L. K. Frank, "OChild-hood and Yousa',
in Oommittee on the cost of Xiedical Care, Op. Ci%., 780.

3 G. 1. Fiske, The Changing Family, Xi.
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CHAPYER 11
THE CEANGING FUNCTIONS OF THE Fa«lILY
VERSUS STABILITY

This chapter is devoted to the task of tracing the

changing functions of the family in order vo show their

relationships to family instability. IT must be understood,

of course, that the functions of the family have always

served as bonds to hold it togetiner, Now, let us congider

gome of the changes that have taken place.
THT ECOxCHIC FUNCTION CF THE FAIILY

In the colonial deys the American family was an im—

ported economic orgenizasion. As a center of production it

was supreme, The husband and wife were not only objects of

one anosvher'!s affections but were pariners in productvion,

Ezeh contributed definite service to tne partnersnip.

Children were looked upon &8 &€n econoric asset, therefore,

were usually welcomed. Divorce oOT gseparation was especially

hazardous to the wife because of her economic dependence

upon her husband.
Since tihe venishing of our frontier in 1890, we have

been changing from a pioneer and agriculturzl nation 1o &n

industrial one, Tiae home has been largely robbed of many

of its former functions, especially, its economic one. The

family is no longer thought of ag a center of production but
rather of consumption, This trzneition has completely

changed the psychology of the home. As a cenver of production
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each one had a place to fill., Now The objective is to keep

the family budget balarced, allowing each member hie right-
ful shere, OChildren are no longer given the welcome they

once received but each additvional child is another mouth to

feed and anotner brain to educate. In other words, the

child once considered an asgset 1is now a liabilivy,
Now let us consider some of the changling economic

functions of the family., Baking in the colonial days was

an universel economic function of the home, This is no

longer true, In a2 sample study of over one thousend homes

in 1930, it was found that bskers bread was used in only

two-thirds of the farm homes, three-fourths of the village
This dependence

- )

homes, and niﬁé—tentns of the city honmes.

of house-holds upon the baker for their bread has greatly

increased the baker's business. Between the years 1800 and

1920 there was 2 decrease of about 10 percent in the con-
sumption of wheat flour in poth the inside and ousslde of
the home, yet brker's goodsincreased 27 percent.l

Canning has passed through & similar traunsition for the
period from 1919 to 1929, "the per cepiia congumction of
vegetables, fruite and soups cenned outside of the hone,
approxinmetely doubled during 1he decede, Tnis cenning odn-

prised about 70 percent of all canned and preserved

- Date supplied by Hildegrade Kneeland of the Unived States
Bureau of Home Economics from a study of the work of
rural and urban house-holds, Recent Socizl lrends in
the United States, Report of the President's Research

Oomnittee on Bociel Trends, Vol. 1, 664,
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products® l
Laundering heas made a similar change as that of canning

and vaking, but nov so completely., Data show that many
families do not have laundry done outside. Farm homes 40
88 percent of their laundry and city homes 33 percent.

York done in power-laundries had made an increase of

100 percent while the total population during the same period
has increased only 16 percent, and urban population 26 per-

cent. The number of wage earners in this industry has in-

creased 79 percent.2 This increase would have ne doubt been

larger had it not been for the introduction of elecvric wash-

ing and ironing machines. Such appliances incre:sed 65 per-

cent during the decade above mentioned.

These and other economic¢ functions such as weaving,
sewing and soap-meking have completely transformed the
family as an economic institution.

EDUCATICNAL FUNCLION OF THE FAKILY

During the Nineteenth century the'three R's" were con-
sidered adequate for the elementary education of that Cen-
8The elementary education", says Judd, "provided in

tury.
the public schools of 1875 was fairly adequate for a natvion

l'l'!'

F. Ogburn, "The Family and Itvs Functions", in Recent
Social Trends in the United Steves, Report of the
President's Research Oommittee on Socizl Trends, Vol.

1, 665.

2
Ibide.
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which was engaged chlefly in pioneering end in agriculture*.l

This is no longer true. Life has become more complex. Sons
can no longer look forward to a life consisting of breaking
horses, plowing fields, milking cows, and clearing land. -

F

If they succeed in a vocation, business or profession, they

The "three R's" are & mere .

To meet this i

must specially prepare for it.
beginning and home training is only a start.

need it was necessary that the stzte assume the responsibility

of educating each citizen in order that he or she might be

able to succeed in some chosen line of WOTrX.

The family is not called wpon to yield to the State a

gservice it once rendered its children, as must as it is to

permit the State to do what it is unable to do, Our schools

are serving more children than ever before and keeninz them

longer each year. The number of children between the ages

5-17 hag increased in our public elementary and secondary
schools from 59 percent in 1900 to 80 percent in 1928. The

days attendance for each year for the same period has also

increased from 144 days per year to 172 days per yvear in
1926.3

The girls used to live 2 gimle 1ife also.
, spcial, and economic freedom that

They did

not enjoy the politicel

they do today. Their only future was looking forward to

cooking, baking, house-keening, caring for the sick in

1 g, H. Judd, "Egucation’, Recent Sociel Trends in the
8 Research

United States, Report oI the esiden
Oommittee on éocial Prends, Vol. 1, 328.

2 w, H. Ogburn znd Olark Tibbetts, "The Family and Its
Functions®, Recent Socisl Trends in the United States,

Revort of the President's committee on Social Trends,
Vol. 1, 677.
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emergency and the many house-hold duties. 1In shori, they

had but one future and that was to get married. They learned
how to do 211 these things at home and with the "three R's"
were &ble to make a rather successful adjustment to thelr
environment. Oilrcumstances are different now; they have a
new environment to which they must make an adjustment. The
business and professional world ies open to them and the

State has provided the opportunity for them to prepare for the

career of their choice.

Ag our population has drifted toward the city, the part
the femily took in the training of the children is no longer

possible. To meet the child's need, our schools have

widened their curricula, Many vocational courses have been
added. During the period between 1908-1911 to 1929-1930 the
jndustrisl art courses have increased 700 percent.1 Thus,

many of the things that boys and girls used to learn &t home

they now learn at school.
This change in the educational function of the family

has made a difference in family association and interest.
Children fall into the habit of looking to their teachers

for standards of conduct while they look to their parents

primarily for food, ghelter, and clothing.
It is hoped that the paralysis that has come OVEr the

family because of the loss of its former educational

function, will prove to be only tempoTary, for it truly heas

1 ¢, F. Ogburn and Olark Tibbets, Op. Oit., 677,
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a large part to play in the education of every child. The

famly is largely responsible for the physical and mental
health, emotional well-being, and perscnalliy development
of every child.

Profegsor John Dewey says:

We cannot overiook the factors of discipline and character
involved in all this (the family); training in hebits of
order and industry and in the idea of responsibility, of
obligation to produce something in the world. Personali-
tieg which became effective in action were bred &and tested

in the medium of action.l
RELIGIOUS FUNCTIOK OF THE FAMILY
The religious function of the family has &lso been

changed, having been largely turned over to other insti-

tutions, primarily the church.

Family worship in some sections, was once an impori-

ant activity. OCalhoun says:

The maintenance of family religion was universally recog-
nized in New England as & duty and was seriously attended
to in most families. Daily the Scriptures were read and
worship was offered to God. Fathers sought for thelr
children, first, the Kingdom of God and his righteousness.

This custom seemed to be dropped in many families by

the beginning of the Nineteenth Century. One writeT of

that period said,

s much in the religious families
the (shorter) catachism has

ect end has been to &
families, by simpler, and

The Bible is not read half a
as it was thirty years ago,
been generally falling into negl
great extent displaced in pious

- J. Dewey, School and Society, 23, University press, from
G. W. Fiske, The Chenging Family, 35.

2 A“ W' ca'}-holm’ opw Git.; v01. 1’ 75_76.
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in too many cases extremely superficisl substznce,l

The custom of femily worship in some form is still
maintained in many femilies. It was found, in & recent
study of parents and Americen born children of rarsl and
¢city aress of the seventh end eighth and ninth gredes, thet
sbout one out of eight participated in femily prevers. The

same study also showed a difference between the religious

- espect of rurzl and city families. For the month creceed-

jng the study it was found that 85 percent of the rurel

families attended church; 22 vercent revorted reading the

Bible; and 38 percent said zrace at mesls. The record for

the city families was much lower. COnly 40 percent attended

church, 10 percent read the Bible snd 30 percent had grece
at meals.?

Tere it not for outside influences, it would be &s
natural for children to accept their parent'e religion as
it is for them to accent their language.,

As these outside influences triumph over the religious
fervor of the family, it loses the stabilizing value of the

religious bond. In the writer's opinion an emphasis on the

religious function of the fzmily would bring favorazble

results toward stabilizing the American family.,
RECREATIONAL FUKCTION OF THE FAMILY

Recreation or nlay is as normel and necessary for

1 ,. w%. Calhoun, Op. Oit., Vol. 2, €3.

2 5. F. Ogburn nd Clark Tibbitts, Op. Oit., 674,
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mental and physical healtvh as eating is to satisfy hunger.
Play creates an atmosphere and stimulates loyaliy. This is
as true of the ferrily as it is of our educational instivtu-
sions. dJust what would becoxe of our educationsl institu-
tiong if all recrestional activities were abolisghed? Yet,
the family is suffering from this very loss.

In the colonial days in New England, the “play spirit!
was looked wpon as sinful, hence, it found but & gsmall place
for expression eitner ineside or outvside of the family.

Along with the relaxing of the religious emphasis came the
opportunity for the expression of tne "play spirit". The
writer does not mean to convey the idea thet the "play
spirit?, and religion are inherently antzgonistic To one
another, but thau they were SO considered in New England at

that period. Experience has taugnt us that each has its

part in coniribuzing to normzal life.

As long as the colonial type of family prevalled on
the frontier, it did remarkapnly well in providing recreavion
for its members. But, as ingdustry developed and cities grew
and our rursl areas became urbznized, the problen of recrea-
tion became too large for the family to handle by itself.
pa%e the leisure-time problem; the hours of lebor were Ie=
duced 15 percent belween 1890—1926.l As & nation we have
morse time for play than in forrmer days.

Commercial amusements have developed, notv merely To

1 = p. Ogburn and Olark Tibbetts, Op. Oit., 576.




39

assist the family in its recreational problem but for profit.
The recreational function of the family that remains,
varies between urban and rural problems. In a study made of
American-born white children, it was found that reading aloud
was practiced in 33 percent of the rural homes, end playing
games or participating in musical interest together in 50
percent of rural homes, while in city homes 13 percent prac-

ticed reading aloud, and 40 percent played gemes or partici-

- pated in musical interest together, Family visits and walks

are sbout twice as frequent among city families as country

familieg,l
Recréation and leisure time activities have become

highly socialized. Ogburn summarizes the study of J. F.

Steiner on this point as follows:

Thus in Chapter XVIII, it is shown that municipal park
expanded in ecreage 240 percent from 1907-1830; golf courses
increased 20 percent from 1923-1930, and tennis clubs in-
creased 170 percent from 1920-1930, Bageball attendance

at the big leegue games was only 10 percent greater in 1930
than in 1920, but football attendance more than doubled as
did the receipts from social and athletic clubs. I% is
¥nown that the moving picture audience has grown enormously,
though the attendance declined during the depression
following 1929. Municipal expenditures for recreation have
been increasing two and a half times as fast as the number
of families., Factories, too, are providing recreation,

430 of them having been enumerated as doing so in 1928,2

The loss of the recreational function of the family

has put a heavy strain upon 1t. Tith the plav spirit gone.,

it is @ifficult to stimulate loyaslty. The Y.M.0.A, and the

1 ¢, F. Ogburn and Olark Tibbetts, Op. Cit., 675.

2 Tbid.
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Y.7.0.A,, Boys Scouts, Girl Scouvs, exsra curricular ac-

tivities at sohoole, church, socizl clubs, comuercicl
arusements and 2 host of other organizations are bidéing
for the attention of youth by offering wholesore recrea-
tional life for them, thus, the family is suffering from
the loss of the recresational bond.
BIOLOGICAL FUXCTICHN OF THE HC:E

The biological function of the family has suffered
from change, This is especially true in recent years.
The age of marriesge, the difference in ages of the couple,
the social position and the economic stetus of the family
have direct influences on it &s a biological institution.

The age for marriage is not fixed by eny corrunity or

any social class for the entire population. There is,

howevér, & uniformity of conduct in this matter within the

several social classes., This is born out by Notestein's

study of age and merriage. His study involved 103, 501

married women of native white parents who were living with

their husbands at the time of the 1910 census. Of this

group 59,149 were urbzn and 43,352 were rural., He found

that the average sge of the urban group was 20.5 years aind

of tie rural group 19.2 vears. His study further shows

that 41 percent of the professional group married between

tne ages of 20~-24 years, Tais is quite & contrast 10 the

farm lezbor gioup of whom 52.3 percent merried at the ages

15-19 years.}

1 7. Notestein, "Differential Age at Marrisge According
F‘cé Séciaf Glaés“, The AmericaﬁbJournal of BSociolozy,

Vol. XXXVII, Mo, 1, July iw3di, 24.
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T4BLE I 1
Social Class of Husband ' Averzge age of vwomen
at marriagze :
Mean uode :
TOTEL, DEBBN: 55 5 s cawawn s s & Gadansp § ik cee 23,4 20.5 3
Professional........ 35 5 e iR B & B . 24.8 23.5 3
Proprietary........ I B 8 iidans DRed 21.7 L
Glerks.--.-. -------------------------- 22.9 21.3 “:
DBELLLOT TOPKEL B wum « » » « voswsnm = o o o cosemsin s o 2l.2 12.6 i)
Semiskilled Workers. ® 9 s A % s % 4 BB ey 21.2 19.5 \r
Unpkidled LabOPETE: covvvesssss vuws s e al.4. 18.5 3
Totel Tural......... 21.4 19.2 l
Farm owners.ccacecscvosassssscsscanss e R3.3 20.0 }
Farm RenterBecsssssesvvevse &N R, . 8 s 20,9 19.0 b
Farm LaborerSeecces.. S § € H B 8§ e s 80,1 18,1 t
é
TABLE II 8 g)

—

Percentage distribution, by Five-Year. Age at lLarrisge

Groups. of women Tho Karried under Thirsy five years of

==r

Aze, for Oertain Social Classes of this Study and for the

>

English Soci2l Classes HosuNearly Comparable to Them,

Social Qlass of Percent of Total Married in Each Five

Husbang Year Group
Total under
35 15~-19 20-24 2-b-29 30-34
Professional U.S. 100.,0 8.5 44,1 37.6 9.8
Olass I English 93,9 3.0 31.7 41,7 235.0
Proprietors U.S. 100.1 15.6 47 .2 265.8 7.0
Class I English 100,0 3.8 38,8 42,3 15.1
Skilled Torxers U.S. 100.1 32.4 45,9 15.9 4.9
Class III English 100.0 9.6 5l.3 30.2 8.9
Semi-Skilled Vorkers

U.S. 99.9 38.3 45.5 12.8 33
Class 1V English 100,0 10.3 49.5 29.9 10.3

e ¥. W. Notestein, Op. Oiw,, 40.

2 I-Did. 2 47.




Unskilled Lzborer

U.8s. 100.,0 43.0 38,7 14,7 4,86

Class V English 99.9 15,3 51.6 23.8 9.2
Farm Lsaborer in

U.Bq 100.0- 52.3 36,0 0.5 2.2

Cless VI English 100,0 18:5 51.7 35,5 10,3

Merriage a2t en earlier ege, usually results in a larger
number of children than when it comes at a later period in
life, This is borne out by a study made by Sallume and
Notestein., They took their data from the 1910 census relet-
ing to the number of children born to each merried women,
considering the age of the wife and the husband's occrwation,
They found that the wives of the professional grcup had on
the everzge 2.50 children e2ch, while the wives of the farm

owning group averzged 4.03 children each.l 4 full account of
this study is shown in table III. They summarize their study

follows:

TABLE 1119
Childrsn Born per 100 Vives, by Age of the Wife, for
Tomen in Specific Social Clesses Who were Fortyv-five or lore
Yeers of Ave in 1910, The Rates For Each Ace Group Heve

Been Adjusted to & Standard Geogrephic Distribution.

1 g. Sa2llume and F. W. Notestein "Trends in the size of Faml-
lies Completed prior to 1910 in Various Socieal Classes".
The Americsn Journasl of Sociolovey, XXXVIII, Xo. 3, Lov,.

1932, 405,

2 Ipid., 404,
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Age of Wife at the Census of 1910
Socisl Qlases 45-50 50-54 55-58 80-84 65-69 70-~84
Professional 250 264 200 301 389 ——
Business 254 278 314 326 358 —
Skilled Worker 312 253 377 392 397 oxeny
Farm Owner 403 435 447 483 484 498

(1) In esch social class considered, the size of completed
families was declining throughout the entire period covered
by this study, which is from 1885-1910 for the nrofessional,
buginess, and skilled workers classes of the urben po-ula-
tion, and from 1870 to 1910 for the farm-owner class.

(2) These changes in the size of conpleted families must
reflect the falling ennuel birth-rates of & still earller
period. {2) Fertility appeers to have declined more repiély
in each urban class than among the wives of farm owners, and
some what more rapidly in the "upper" urben class then in
the "lower®. (4) These differences in the rate of declire
have brougcht incressed differences in the fertilitv of the

social clasges considered.

The reasons for the trend here as revealed 1s not so

obvious,
a2l corposition or other fundementcl

biologicel changes are modifying inate reproductive voten-
tialities, If so, it is futile to presume that, in the
present stete of our knowledge, they may be identified as
such. Innate reproductive potentialities are €O overlealid

by a complex of environmentel influences, affecting both
purposive and non-purposive reproductive behevior, that it
is ivpossible to advence evidence of chenging fertility ex-
clusively in terms of an infiltration of knowledge of con-
traceptive throuszh the verious strete of soclety. QOntra-
ception is merely a technique, and may be counsidered 2 cause
] far as it more effectively

of declining fertility only in so
. tion limiting offepring. For the
ire, as well

tion to 1limit offspr

Perhaps changes in raci

implies an existing disposi

origin of a chenging disposi L L et Difiom
.e for much of the chenge in non-purposive reproductive De

havior, we must look largely to chenges in tne socisl and
economic environment to the increasing density of the podU~
1sztion in both urban and rurzal comrunities vith its arrsvy

of concomitant socizl end economic changes, to the rising
cost of rearing a fewily, to the growing independence oftw?—
men, to the increasirg tempo of life throughout tne coun rjﬁch
end the entire complex of changing mores and tebus. :any &

1l g, sallume and F. W. Notestein, Op. Cit.s 404, 405.
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influences may be inferred, but few can be deronstrated to
exigt from the date of this type. The present study ingi-
cztes that, from whatever causes the decline in fertility
of the Northern, native white population prior to 1910 was
genersl and long svanding. Although it was more rapid in
the city than in the country, and orobably somewhat more
repid in the "upoer” than in the "lower" classes.

Healthy minds are essenviel for healthy bodies. Ko
family can be said to be funcvioning correctly as a bio-

logical institution unless it provides for tae erotional
Vhen & husbznd or wife differ

Such

well-being of its members.
very much in age, marital haponiness is usually low.

an atmosphere puts a child at a disadventage for nornal

developmens,
Jessie Benard found in her study of couples who vary

in age, that merital savisfzction is nighest for woien wnen

their busbands are about two yesrs thelr senior. den's

maritsl satisfaction is highest when they sre from three

T0 seven years older whan Taeir wives. Tne lowest point

of marival satisfaction co«eg at exirene differences in

age for both men and women. tnis low point cores for

women when their husbands are ten yeers older than they;

for men, when their wives are about Ten years their senior.

A complete summery of her study may be geen in Figure I

and Figure 11.2

1 X. Saliume and ¥. W. Notestein, Op. Oit.,4048,

2 Jessie Bernard, "Factors in the Distribution of Success
in Yarriage”, The Americen Journal of Sociclogy,

July 1934, 59,
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Figure 1 Fig. I. Averzge score of
maritel satisfzction of women
according to the difference

(%)) in age between husband and

—_ wife, Diffsrence consicdered
negative when wife is older
than husband. (Figures in
parenthesis indicate number

7}
of cases)

(10}

e P
B e e T

~0~5.0 5 101§

Figure II Fig. II. Average score of
merital satisfaction of men
according to the difference
in age between husband and

wife. Difference considered
s (22) negative when wife is older
o then husbend. (Figures in
parenthesis indicate nunber
1/751 () of casesg)
701 :
65 - (10)
60
ww
MWV“T‘

10 -5 0 § /0 iy
There also epnears to be a connection between the econo-

mic status of the femily and 1lts biological function. In a
gtudy made of family size and the amount of rent paid it wes
found that up to a certein point, families grew smaller &s

.their ebility %to pay more rent increased. For wives be-

tween the eges of 40-45 livirg in towns, the average number

jn the femily and the amount peid for rent was as follows:

Less than $10 dollars a month, 5.23 persons, $10-815, 4.56
persons; $15-320, 4.66; 820-830, 4.15; $30-§50, 3.82;
$50-875, 3.81 and $75-$100, 3.43. For cities of around

100,000 inhzbitants, it ren $15-§20, 4.60; $20-$30, 4.33;
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$30-450, 3.86; $:0-875, 3.68; $75-$100, 3.50; $100-$150,
3.70; and over $150, 4.05 persons.l

The idea th#t children are a stabilizing fzctor in tne

family, may or may not be true., Ogburn and Tibbitts say,

The percensage of broken homes awong the femilies without
children was 25.4 vercent in 1930 -- nezrly inree tlues as
large as tie percentage with children. Tne presence of
children %e thus an important factor in holding a family

together,

Ohildless couples who separzie or divorce have in-
creased, according to the whole group studied, from 3.4
percent, in 1800 to 4.9 percent in 1930.% These figures
indicate that children twend %o hold the family together.

The writer is accuainted with a man who ceme to this

country from Belgium, after the Yorld War. Both he and

hig wife are hard workers. The writer was surprised one

dey when he told him that as soon as their two dauzhters

were old enough to take care of themselves that he was

forever through living with nis wife. In this case the

children had not solved their problem but only prolonged

theilr migery.

Children Increzge lrcrital Szuisfaction.

Jessie Bernard in her study previously referred To
shows thatl maritzl satisfaction wes highest for both men

and women where there were children in the family.

1 %. F. Ogburn and Clark Tibblitts, Op. Civ., ©38.

2 Ipig., 691.

3 Ipig.
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Yomen'!s highest score was reached where there were four
children and the highest score for men when there were two

children,l See figures III and 1v.2

Figure III Fig.I1I1, Average score of
marital satisfaction of
women sccording to the

(4)
e 1 number of children.
g |l {Figures in parenthesis
610 indicate number of
cases)
L
kit
€5
0] 43
SS-W

i B r3E]
}ﬂg;fg IV‘ . Fig. IV, Average score of

marital setisfaction of men
according to number of
children. (Figures in
parenthesie indicate the
number of cases studied)

&0

olifaTaT4lsT T
The~foreéoing evidence reveals that children both tend

t0 hold the family together and to increese marital heppl-

negs, which ig family stability.

The family hes always been & main factor in the develop-

ment of the personallty of its individuzl members, but it

1 Jegsie Bernard, Op. 0it., 60.

2 Ipid.
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has received new emphasis in recent years. Marjorie Boggs

82y8,

The family seems still to have a vital function not to be
duplicated elsewhere, relational 1n essence. It &lone
affords a controlled envircnment for The dynamii inter-
relationship conducive to emotionsl well-being,

"The trend in the casel, says Ogburn, "is thet the
stability in the fawily will rest more and moTe upon the
personality function“.a

MA guccessful femily", says Rich, "is one within waoich
there is evidence of growth of perscnality of different mem-
bers of the family group!.®
Out of the complex of the inter—acting personslities
There is

within the family group, personality evolves.

first the husband-wife relationship; second, the child-
parent relationship and; tnird, the child=-child relation=
ship.4

Hugbend-"ife Relationship.

The choosing of a Life mate is one of three major
choices in life, the other two oveing the cnoice of wocation

and of moral and spiritusl ideals.

tion to the Tamily

1 NFam izl Work in Rela
¥, Boggs, "Family Socisl July 1934, 148.

Life", The Family, Vol. 15, No. 5,

2 ' Ny e i he Fanily", d ournel
¥. F. Ogburn “hat is Heppening TQ TLE 1y*, Journgl
of Ho%e Economicsg, Vol. 25, ¥o. 8, 1933, bbg»

3 . E. Rich, "Family Sociesl Work and Farily Lite", Ihe
Fanily, Vol, 15, No. 5, July 1934, 152.
The

4 7. 8. Plent, "Mental Hygiene Aspectus of the Fazily", Ihe
Family, Vol. XIII, kay 1932, 93.
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Marriage is not the climax of & romantic sterm but &
step in personality development not to be found elsewnere.

The joining of a man and woman in mavrimony carries

with 1t a challenge as well as satisfaction., 8Since there

are no two people personally identical, there are of course,

many adjustments to be made. Tneir experiences and tvastes

are to be hermonized and thelr differences in emotional
make-up, which are no doubt due more to social herivage
than inherent gualities, rust be taken invo congideration,
A marriage cannot be said to be successful unless motivated
with a desire ssrong enough to overcome all major difrer-
ences. The personalivies of those who make the adjustment
are enriched, but if they fail to do so, vhe family guffers.
In her study of Chicazo boys and girls, R. S. Ceavan
found that 52 percent of the boys and 54 percent of the
girls who did not ctriticize their parents had good person-

ality adjustment. On the other hand, only lo percent of

the boys and 5 percent of tie girls who criticized bosh

parents had good perscnality adjustment, She also found

tnat families where There were sTep-moiters were not so

O0f these only 21 percent of the boys and 31

guccessful.
1

percent of the girls nad good versonality adjusizent.
This study clearly indicates that there ig an inter-
dependence betweern Darents and cnildren in perscnality

development and thas this process 1s retarded in famnilies

1 g, B. Oavan, "The Relation of Home Background and Sociel

Relations in-Personaliiy Ad%gstment“, The American
Journal of Socioclogy, Vol. , Yo. 2, Sepl. 1, 4, 148,
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where there is a step=-mother.
Young parents often do not know how best to cere for
They are beset on every sicde with problenms

their children.
Yt is out of the siruggle

that challenge them to the limiw,
t0 solve these problems and the desire that thelr children

bave the best possible opportunity, that their own personal-

ities are enriched. On the other hand, children form habits

of directness, truinfulness, and honesty by imitating thelir

parents,
BPhere are certain difficulties, says Plant, v0o be ovver-
There ig a difference

come in the parent-child relazionsiip?
Ohild-

in the method used for the measuring of the conduct,
Ten use the pleasure-pain method. Tnat is, when they do a
thing that brings them pleasure they desire to repeatd the

act while if a certzin experience brings them pcin they do

not wish to repeat it. Parents measure their conduct
differently. They have predominently certain principles and
ideals what must be lived up to and strive to realize thal

goal.1
Another difference is tnat cnildren desire independence.

Their most valuahle treasure is the right of self-expression

even though it be in opposition to the demand of the aduls

gociety about them., Parenis are different, they desire

authority.®

. J. S. Plant, Op. Ciz., 97.

? fnid.




Tnis authority is biologiczl in nature. The child is

wholly dependent upon his parents havingzg had no secy cbous

: coming into this world or who are to be his parents or what

j ig 50 be his socisl status. Then he cries becezuse of hunger,

i his mother or nurse feeds him; when he is wired and sick,
His prolonged dependence upon his

! they care for him,
|
perents makes him different from other animals, leaves him

|
} dependent upon hig parents.
_Parental authority may be considered as versonal in

!
Tarents often feel ‘that because they are older and

’ nature.
because they are parents They musl neceegarily be elways

This attitude is found in such expressions &s "Do

right.
this, because I em older and know petter than you', or

®Do not co that, because I am your father’.
There is also <inherent suthority. This is different
from biological and pereonal aushority in that parents use

it only in proportion to their abiliiy to understand what
This gives them the right to 8ct

is bestv for their chilid.
torard their children on the grounds of their actual wortl.

They will say, “Do this beczuse I heve found 1% besth,
and "Do mnot do that, because I have found it rarmful,”

They will expect more from their children tq;ﬁ they will

of themselves. Thus, confidence will be enthroned.
Parents must recognize that the strength of the child

increases, when their authority and conirol decreases.
There are bad parents as well as bad children.

¥arian Van Taters hag given us nineteen merks of a bad




(1) One who is not oriented in the modern world.
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parent .
{(2) & parent who mekes a faulty charzcterization of & ohild.

(3) & parent may be bad if soie interest or iuwpulse, how-

ever good in itself, becomes hypertrophiied or grows &t the

expense of parentzl feeling., .(4) A porent who takes &

fatalistic attitude toward & child's weeknegs, illnessg, or

defeat, and who cannot see behind a present handicep the

background of latent strengih., (5) & parent who tries to

make the "child fit the home® or the "nome fit the cnild"
and has not grasped the idea of democracy in the family.,
(s) & parent who repudiates & child in dire need. (7) A

parent whose imaginatvion is colored by an uncrivical

acceptance of vague rumors of scandal about young people,

(8) & parent who has a warped view of azuthority and is
hereby unable to make use of social resources. (2) Tho

labor under the delusion that law enforcement applies only

to ®others", those who live in poverty or are of different

race or culture. (10) A parent who does not realize that

with adolescence comes a tremendous pull of loyalty tsoward

friends outside of the family group. (11) One who becones

preratarely established so that he cennot teke in fresh
experiences nor dissinguish between major and minor values.

(12) Yho permits a thwarted love-life to prevent his re-

lationghip to his child., (13) &4 parent who makes the goal

placed before the child too imuediate and too easy or 1s

20 concerned with money, and comfort that the children

become bored with life. (14) A parent wio 1s & parent onily




gpasmodically, and then usually at the wrong tire. (15) A
parent who permits the family atmosphere to become infested
with his "inferiority® complex. (18) A parent who cannot

ghield a child from premature exposure to z2dult anxiety
or perplexity. (17) A parent who will not Iet 2 child grow
up, who does all the talking, makes all the decigsions, meets
all the igsues, a2nd exercises perpetuel cheperonage. (18) &

parent who does not whole-heartedly include the idea of
(13) One who is

femily formation for the next generstion.
good while the children are young but becomes indifferent

when the children grow older.l
G. H. Groves has thrown further light upon the pareni-

child relationship by giving us a graduation test for

perents, as follows:?
Thich indicates better adjustment in the adolescent:

a) comradeship with parent;
interest in members of opposite seX;
wn sex;

x (v
c; sbsorption in members of ©
d) comradeship with younger memvers of family?

Should you feel more satisfied if your adolescent son or

daughter:
?a is docilej "
x (b) does not hesitete to stand up for convictions;
expresses ideas but e2sily gives ghem up;

c

Ed enjoys rebellion for its ovn sake
Yugt young people be expected to "have a good time" because:
x (a) the play~time of adolescence furnishes preparations

for mature choices of work and mate;

(b) youwth must have its fun while it can, it will soon
enough have to settle down to adult responsibilities;

t way to keep them out of mischief;

(c) that is the bes

1 ¥ariam Vsn Taters, Parents on Probation, 31-99,

2 Phe sign (x) indicates the correct answer.




(d) it cen't be helped?
The boy or girl who teases for "non-essentizls" should:

a) be refusged;
b) receive a larger &llowance;
¢) be lLectured on the frivolity of tne times;

x (d) be helped to find & way %to esrn or gave money
for Y"non-esgentialsh.

The adolescent beginning to get interested in members of
the opposite sex should:
x (a) be able to bring home friends without being
annoyed by the rest of the family;

b) be made To wait a few years;
¢c) feel free 10 do as 'the crowd does";
d) go only with young people approved DY parents?

The adolescent who goes only with mem:ers of own sex is
to be:
a) praised and held up as an exarple To others;

(o) ridiculed;

ic let zlone;
x (4) thrown with members of opposite sex?

ught to be petting needs t0 be:
gsuch as thet

Thne boy or girl who is tho
x (a) relieved of stress at other poinis,
due to incompleve sex information;

b) kept under the eye of the parent or public;

gc given a talk calculated to produce feaX;
d) let alone?

The adolescent Who criticises adversely tae perent's

clothes, manners or igeas is to be:
a) lectured on the filial role of respecCt;

b) sherply criticised in his turn;

{C allowed to make over the pareut;
x (d) listened to with an open mind?

A son or daughter old enough to have an automobile +icense

shoulgd:
(a.s1 have & strict schedule of hours for the use of the
car;
(b) ask peru
x (c¢) siv in on a
person’s needs and wishes in Te
(d) consider the car his or her own

family council that will consider each
%a.rd to toe cer;

Tf your sdolescent ig important:
x (a] find out why;
: t}z demand an apology;
¢} show your authoriity;
(4) be sarcastic in the effors to huwble the upsTars?

T7hen your half-grown son OT dauzhter disobeys you:

igsion every time before taking out tane Car;

AT B —



(2) have it out and see who 1is 3o rule;
x (b) talk itv over and work out a compTomise;
ﬁc; overlook it; i :
d) blame his or her companion?

If your boy or girl has a case of ®puppy love® ghall you:
(a) try to overcome it by ridicule;
p) find s way to prevent association;
x ¢) take it for granted and do nolaing;
d) foster it?

In the adolescent conflict which accompanies the process of
changing inuo an independent personalivy, eaould tae
parent try to help by:

&a) appealing to family loyaliy;
o) snowing affedtion; treaving tbe adolescent more
like an adult;
x (c) trying to be a "good fellow® on the adolescent
leveld

If you have not yet talked with your sdolescent son or
dsaghter obout the faots of reproduction, gnould you!
%a pick a quiet hour and get it over with;
(b) hand a recommended book to the child; .
§°) give it up as a bad job, too 1Ong delayed;
x {d) teckle the subject meny tizes, wi hout going
far at any time?
If your adolescent son or de8uzhier seens to De trouvled
with masturpatvion should you:
a) ignore 1i%;
x {(b) gather tne facis from 8C1
and interest them;
(c) seﬁdlthz goy or girl %o the farily doctor foT
a talking TO; in
(4) reoejé,riw%at wag read vo you Oon the subject
your own adolescent d&ys

entific sugnorities

e wost ofted
Do you consider adolescent unpopularisy 0 v
due tO:
2) inferioriiy; ~orated 8€7-
x (p 1nfe§igrit§’feelin€cpif’n?d on exagser -
171 wo criviels ~yorable 8eTTITE
(c) ?;‘;13;3‘;63 parents TO provice i;}fjig’ griends;
in tne way of house: .

(d) accidens? -
people whose bency

Yhat can parents do 10 help young
ot and toe nad

reveals lack of poises zdu

- co

(8.) Bpee.k of the wdfsé?able & poin-;g end
W i ma.ke eied o
impression 1T parertly unrelét ot pesets

X b) Telieve strain at ap h snaid "8
- maintain an easy going friendl
confidence,




(c) veg an explenation;
(a) insist on changed actions withoutv troubling
about under currents?

If you receive & TepoTT of your adolescentu child stealing,
would you: '
(a) provecs him or her from discovery in order to
avoid socigl stigma;
(b) do nothing}
{c) meke sn emotional plea against a repetition of the
offense;
x (d) treat tne matter as a symton of hidden anxiety?

If you diszpprove of yourT gonts or daughter's cholce of
education or occupation, would yous

(2) let him or ner make the decision freely;

(v) insist on your judgmens being followed; .

x (c) get expers counsel as %0 Tae child's aptitudes and
interest and come 10 a three-gided decision
Teprssenting parent, child, and disinverested
adviser;

(a) wry more subtle methods, such as bringing home
interesting people in the hope that they will
stimulate the special ambition which you want 10
gee aroused? ‘

Oan you best reinstate hardships in the 11fe of modern young
people, so as o give them the benefit of overcoming
obstacles:

x (z) by helping them tO follow their interes? until
they meet the natural obstacles inherent in
carrying an undertaking vo completion;

(b) by arpitrary rules designed 0 make life
artifically bad; _

(¢) by telking about one's early herdships, ©0 nake
the young people feel the exvent of tneir good
luck and resolve to drive themselves as hard as
their parents were driven;

(a) by having them hunt and keep a spare-time jobtd
It can be concluded that the perent-child relavionship
ig of utmost importance in the personality gevelopment of

both perent and children,

Child—Cnild Relationship.

Phe child-child relationship ijs anotheT jmportent

1 &. Heaglang Groves, "lest for parents", Perentis Hagaziles

May 86, 1933, 2le
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factor in the development of the emotional well-being of &

child. Every normal child desires security, Tuils feeling
of bpelongingness TO fhe family gfoup ig an essentizl
element.} A welcome or a neglect TegisTers quickly in the
congciousness of a child. If an older child is not pre-
pared to welcome a new baby into the family he often
suffers greatly from it. The avtentlon he once received ’
is now given to another and bis position seems 1O be in- i
secure, thus, causing him to feel as a stranger to the
family. Every opportumity is sought to triumph over his
new rival,

The child-cnild relationsiip affords for children &

dprotective comesitiont 2 Oareful parental control of the

cnildren of the family group affords an ideal opporTunity

for the development of personall®y. The give and teke

process that goes on in such 2 society serves for 2 vraln-

ing camp to prepare children and youth for a larger gociety

wheTe competition is open and sometimes unkind and even

cruel,

It ie in the family thet they learn to Tecognize vhelr

sbilities and limitations, develop gheir social avTivucesy

1ay their foundasion for pergonal hablis, and discover fheir

mejor interest. It is there they learn the value of the

1 Julis Hathews, "Personality end the Parent—gnild gglatlon-

snip*, Tne Family, Vol. XII, ¥o. 7, Kov. s

2 5. 8. Plant, Op. Cit., 94.



protective society. If they undertake anything, the parents

are on hand To encourage; 1f they fail they are ready to

confort, and sustzin; and if they undertake and succeed, they

rejoice at the vicToIry. It iz in such a society that c¢hildren
learn both to lead and o follow.

to live at home, before they are qualified to 1liv

In brief, they learn how

e in a

larger society.

The fzot that the families are becoming smaller, limits

thelr value &s an jnstitution for the development of per-

sonality as far as the child-child relation is concerned,

but this loss may be made up at another point,
ection in the parent—child rela~

for there

is neturally a closer comn

tionship.
SUMHARY

The econonic, educational, recreational, religious, and

personal funcstions of the family are constantly changing.

Some of these changes are for the betTerment of the family

while others zre definite losses. The WriteT is deeply

impressed with the possibilitvies of the femily and what tThe

fusure holds for it. As & biological insnitution it seens

sonund and ite plzce in the development of personality 1s

unsurpassed.
Here is a2 chellenge to all students who are interested

in tnis subject. TWe need gscientific knowledze coxcerning

the femily on such gubjects as:i For whati functions is Ihe

family best fitved? ¥hat changes should be made in fenily

functions that will meke for stabilityf! TWhat form of family




organization will best sult our socizl order? These and

other questions can be profitably considered.
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CRAPIER III
SEX LIFE AS A FPACTOR IN FALTLY INSYABDILINY

The sex problem has &lways been present with us, bus
thege deys. ivs imporsence in relation to the femily is be-
ing given careful and scientific consideration, Groves
sayss
Sex doeg not merely concern the individual by himself; it
has become one of the most important matters that concern
veople living together. Therefore, we find sex prominent
in our morals, related to our heelzh, tied To our religion,
motiveting business, aprearing in evéry form of art, in-
fluences our mental health, and suprezely expressing it-
eelf in affection. ¥e cen escipe from 1%g ommipresence
only by stepping outside of civilization.

The sex iimulse is very pronouncéd in humsns, It makes
its eppearance in tender years and continues throughout
life, Tais imoulse(instinct) has been considered in the
past as T0o0 pergonal and sacred for objective study, hence,
kept in the realm of mystery and secrecy, and under social
control by the institution of marriege. The scientific
attitude of wanting vo know, has broken down the vtradi-

tional vype of thinking, and men =nd women stand as ready
to know and understand their sex impulse as wmuch as they
do the procegs of digestion or any other provlem of their
lives tnat need objective consideration for its solution.
SEX LIFE AND ITS PURPOSE

There are two major views regerding the purpose of sex-

life in marriage., The first one is, that sexusl intercourse

% E. R, end G. H. Groves, 8ex in H¥arriasge, 2l.
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is for the purpose of reproductiorn and the other, that 1t
hzs social and physical value.

If sexusl invercourse were merely & process for re-
production, it would be simple indeed. Humans would be
classed along with other animals and nature would have
provided for its guidance,

In animals "“the sex hunger or excitement of both sexes®,
séys Bigelow, "is stimulated and controlled by the physical
condivion of éhe female at the times favorable for fertillza-
tion",1 Occasionally, males show signs of automatic sexuai
excitement but normel femeles luvariably offer instinctive
opposition except at the mating or cestrual periods. Tais
does not seem to be the casé with humans, This indicates
that there mugt be some further purpose for it. Bigelow

says:
The reason why some humans seem TO have unusual sexual in-
tensity is not so much a matter of exceptionally sirong
sexuality as of susceptibility to the numerous sexual
stinmili which modern life abounds.

The control exercised among humans must be intelligent,
the result of 2 rational process. "It requires', says
Bigelow, *wvoluntary control of instinctive demands which
intensified by numerous stirmli or temptations are ex-
clusively human“.3 This mekes 1t necegsary tnat humans

1
¥, A, Bigelow, Sex Education, 16,

2 1bia., 17.

5 Ibig., 18.
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learn early in life individual responsgibilivy and self con-

trol.
There seerms to be a2 difference of opinion toward sex

by those who are married. Katherine Davig found that her
unmarried grcuo of college graduates, answered the follow—
ing cuestion: in a very direct manner: Is sexual inter-
course permissable for any other reason than that of re-
production? Eighty-six and six-tenths percent gave an
affirmative answer and 15.3 percent gsve a negative

enswer .+
Devis says:

The 820 who answered affirmatively justify it on several
grounds: An expression of love, vecause it is natural,
normel relation, because children might for many reasons
be undesirabie, because deslire is strong, for pleasure,
satisfzction, development, because intimacy of married
life necessitates it; for paysical end mental health,®
5 d

Thirty -out of 149 wno gave a negative answer cited

moral grounds as thelr reason. Here are a few samples of

the negative replies,

Just as immoral for them as for anyone,
All intercourse except for procrestion is adnltery.
It is self indulgence of the lowest nature, exactly as
is eating more than is required for the satvisfaction
of hunger.
Unethical and degrading.’
Such peovle reming me of animals,
Seeme rether disgusting to me, personally, it would destroy

respect,
Karrlaoe seems t0 me a legel prostivution if both parties

have intercoursgse but atrive to vrevent children.
Because of abuse of a power that should be held sacred.

1 Katherine B. Davis, Factors in the Sex Life of Twenty-
Two Hundred Women, 357.

2 Tpig,
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The real purpose of marriage is 10 continue the species,
and To use thig institution as a clozk for sexusl pleasur:s
without essuming the responsibility of childrzn im a

violavion of a nasural =nd a social law,

Too exciting to the nervous sysien,
I cannot conceive of now & sensitlive woman could get joy

out of the unbearable situation.
I think as creztors they should use tineir powers as

artviet.
Ideally, no. Actually, yes.1

The sex adjustment within the marriage bond is no doubt
one of the major adjustments. This mekes it important that
it be properly understood and controlled.

| SEX EDUCATION

There are several reasons why the writer congiders sex

education very desirzble, First, the generzl public needs &

change in attitude tvoward the sex problem, Not many years
ago there prevailed vhe idea that the sexual process was
inherently wvulger, degrading, base, and impure. From
earliest memories the writer was taught that it was low,
nasty, and beastly., This extrere view has been modified
10 regard the sexuel process ag a necessary, but Tregretable
fact in human life. It cannot be expected toai the sex
proplen can be intelligently solved until a healthy mental
attitude be vaken toward it. This new attitude would give
it & place of dignity and purity. A number of our out-
gtanding tninkers have expressed i henselves as belleving
that sex educetion would meke this new ides possivle.
“Tiewed rigntly", says Canon Lyttleson, "the subject of

sex, tne ever recurring miracle of generzstion and birwn,

13, A. Bigelow, Op. Cit., 78.
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is full of nobleness, purity, and hezlth?,l Dr. Prince A.

Yorrow wrote,

Yhe sex function is intimately connected with the physical,
mentel, and moral developrent. Its right use is the surest
basis of individuel heelth, heppiness; and ugefulness in
1ife, as well ase of racizl permanence and prosperity. Iis
abuse and misuse is the cause of & vast deal of disease and

migery.
President Emeritus Eliot of Hervard once sald, "Society

miet be relieved by sound jngtruction of the horrible doc-

trine that the begetting and bearing of children are in the

slightest degree sintul oT foul processes".d

Secondly, Sex education is greaily needed because toe

0ld metnod of mystery and silence hee failed, One Writer

nas expressed his beliefl in these words, "I don't believe

ing sex.

in teaching my boys and girls in any facts concern
4

1 .|
I prefer to keep them innocent® until they have grown up.

Phe trouble witih this old method is, it does not work,

Children do not remein jgnorant. If they &re nNOT taugnt

the right thing in the right way they will learn the

rrong thing in a harmful way. Bigelow gives us this

iltustration,
One day a new pupil jnnocently exhipited TO her riother &

ini y intve n sexual
miniature note book with unprinteble notes on s
¢ +ion revealed & gecret

topics, The resulting investigea

= ., A. Bigelow, Op. Oit., 70.

2 Ibid.o 3 70-?1.
3 Ibid., 71.

4 1pia., 12.
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club orgenized by tae punilg for the purpose of passing to
each merber throuzh note books 2ll newly accuired inforwa—
tion, which hed a peculiar value because 1t must be kept
secret from teachers and parents.

Thirdly, In the judgment of many such instruction is

considered desirable, The findings of EKectherine Davis on

this point are given in table I and II. An overwhelming
affirmative answer is given in regard to sex education for
both boys and girls,

TABLE I®

S8hould Boys and Young len receive instruction with Regard
to Sex llatters?

Affirmative Number

Yes 975

Exphasic 88

Hiscellaneous _ 57
Dubious 11 - 1131
Dont't know 9
lion-Commital 5
Unanswered 55
Total 1200

Should girls and young women receive instruction with
regard to sex matters?

TABLE II°
Affirmative ' Funiber
Yes 1026
Ephatic 56
Hdees2llonenus 50
Dubious = - 8 ~ 1138

L e
M. A, Bigelow, Op. Cit,, 13-14,

8 K. B. Devis, Op, Oit., 378.

S Ibig., 379.




TABLE II, continued. GR
Non—-conmmi ttal S
Don't know 9
Unanswered - 50
Total 1200

Fourthly. Sex educetion ‘is necessary for marits]l happiness.

Bigelow says:

Sex education in its largest sense includes all scientific,
ethical, social and religious instruction, an influence which
directly may help young peovple prepare to solve for them-
selves the nroblem of sex that inevitably comes in sowe

form into the 1life of every normel humsn individual.l

Davis found in her study of married women that 55.8
percent state that they considered such vreparation neces-
sary, while 44.1 percent did not consider such prepezration
essential, Even a clear understanding of this need is seen
When these women are considered in their havpy and unhappy
ETOUDS. _

The heﬁpy group thet considered such preparetion
essentizl was 58.1 percent while only 38.2 percent of the

unheapoy group were of the same opinion.2 These women who

prepared for the sex side of life found their sex rela-

tions more pleasureable. Forty-séven and nine-tenths per-
cent of the women found their marriage relations pleasure-
able during the entire period of married life were happy,

while only 3.5 percent of women who consider their merried

reletions distesteful during their entire married life, were

heppily merried.3

1 . A. Bigelow, Op. Cit., 1.

2 X, B, Davie, Op., Cit., &8.

S Ivid.,, 72.

y
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General sex instruction increased their likiihood of
a happy marriage by 12.7 percent.l Sex education seeus O

justify itself in the test of experience.
Oan students be educated in the matter of sex?

In the opinion of J. Rosslyn Earp, Director of the

State Buresu of Public Health in Santa Fe, Tew Mexico,

such is posgsible., Winen he was & teacher in Antioch College

in the year 1926, a group of upper division students (boys

and girls) went to him and demanded a course in sex

hygiene. He tried to put them off but to no avail., Their

request was definitely for information concerning human
reproduction, In yielding to their demand for such a
course he undertook something new and, therefore, moved

forward csutiously. After six years of experience 1ln this

field he wristes,

I feel justified now in saying t::7v it is possivle to teach
the anatomy and physiology of humen reproduction to a mixed
groun of college students and thet thils teaching meeis &
deep end widely distributed denmsznd, In six years it has
aroused no indignation or protest.d

Dr. Hamilton concludes the matier of sex education by

gaying,

If the sexuual reactive tendencies of adult life have tinelir
datveriinstion to & givnificant degree in cnilildhood, angd 1f
tae capacity of adult women for eXperiencing orgesug is
importantly o peychobiologicel function, it is Llikely that
the parents reaction to the child's curiomities ebout sex

matters nlay &t leagt sore role.?
1 K. B. Davis, Op. Oit., 61.

2 g, Rosslyn Ezrp, "Teaching Sox to Young People®, The Sur-
vey, June Mid-montnly, 1933, 223.

3 pr., G. V. Hamilton, A.Research in ilarriace, 288,
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¥ost young people form their sex attitude early, so to

wait until early adolescence 1o begin instruction is not

advisable. EBizelow says,

The only sure pataway TO heclth, attitude, and morals,
ig in beginning with young chlldren and instructing taex
as gradually as the problem of sex comes forward,

SEX IN MARRILGE
Does the gex life of the married impair their

health?
Tne sex organs must be considered as intimately Te-

lated 0. taoe body as a whole and especially %o %he blood

gTream and nervous sysield, Thig connection 1s ecagily recog-

niged in women who nave feminine disorders and during the

period of the change of life. In the case of the latter,

ite influence is B0 great thet at simes 1T sffects tne

wnole verson:lity. Inlthe gtudy wade by Dr. Hemilton of
merried women, he found that fifty-four of them weTre rated
as relatively normal OT adequate for the capacity of ex-

. The remaining forty-

periencing the orgasu in the sex acT.

gix were considered inadequate as 0 orgesn capactiiye
swenty of this group of forty-six had veen dizgnosed &b one
tize or enotaer as more or less seriously psychoneurotic.
But the group of fifoy-four had never been regerded as

psycnoneurotic.z
- b | - i ': n
Davis found in her study of one wnousand merried WO€

1 i, A. Bigelow, Op. Oit., 25.

2 pr. ¢. V. Hamilson, Op. Oi%. 543.
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that their health was improved afier marriage by 4.5 percent.

Table III gives a review of her findings.
TABLE IIT 1

Expregsed in percent

Health After Marrisge With Happiness of iarried Life

Same Better Worse
Unhappy 116 53.5 21,9 24.6
Entire Group 1000 66,5 19.0 14,5
Happy 827 58,4 18.5 13.1
Happy 118 66.7 18.4 14,9 2

E. R. and G. H, Groves say .

For women as for men sexual intercourse relieves itense
nerveg, stabilizes the emovions and vivifies or re-
juvenates the personalitvy. Even from the thoroughly
gelfish viewpoint of wanting to make most of herself,
that ehe may be attractive and free from nervousness

or doom, any wife is wise who develops her abilisy 1o
respond o the love needs of her husband until sae TOO,
becomes gex conscious and learns 10 recognize tne sym—
soms of her own sex hunger, then without false modesty
takes steps 1o satisfy this basic physical want as really
as she would prepare to eat or sleep when unose bodily
needs make known their presence.

Does sex lLife ever becéme a disturbing factor in the
family?

Hamilton found thatu there was a_correlamion between
marital happiness and sexual adequacy. Only four out of
twenty-two women who descrived thelr husbands as under-
sexed were generally satisfied with their marriages.

ltwelve out of twensy-four men who described their wives

1 g, B, Davis, Op. Cit,, 46,

3 This happy group of 116 corresponds with the unhappy
group of 116 in educational training and social
status, ;

® €. R. and G. H. Groves, Op. Ciz., 172.
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as under-sexed weTe generally sasisfied with their marriages.

Thege figures show that men sre more tvolerant of their wivee

who are under-sexed than are women of their husbands., Five

women out of sixueen who rated thelir husbands ag oveT sexed

were rated as generally gatisfied with tThelr marriages and

girp men ous of sixteen who rated thelr wives as over-sexed

ag generally savisfied with marriage.l See Table IV.
TABLE 1V 2

Satisfaction grades of persons who regarded thelr

gpouses as sexually inadequate,

- Men ' Tomen
Grage Number Percent Number Percend
A S 7.89 1 5.00
B 9 23,68 1 5.00
C 9 33.68 5 25,00
D 4 10.53 4 20,00
E - 13 34,21 9 45,00
Toval 38 49,99 20 100,00

Sex pracvices before marrisge often prove to be &

disturbing factor in marital happiness. The 1dea that

nappy marrieges depends only on the conducT of & couple
from their wedding day on, is guffering embarrasment from
tne hands of scientific knowledge. dMasturbation, spoon=
ing, and seX inuercourse are all disturbing factors.
Davig found in her stvudy of one thousand married women

that among both tThe hapdy and unhappy groups, unhappiness

1 pDr. G. V. Hamilton, Op. 01%.5 B35
2 1bid., 83.

3 i . :
The grade of satisfaction as given in table IV is baged
upon an examination in which it wes possible vo make 14
BOIEFQ'E TBeg were as foilows: s 18-14; B, 7-9; G, b=6}
2 3 hat * X

22

e
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was three times greatver with those who indulged in gex in-
tercourses before marriage. A summary of her findings may
pe found in: |

_ TABLE V1
SEX PRAOTICES FROM 14 YEARS TO MARRIAGE AKD HAPPIEESS OF

MARRIED LIFE _

Entire- Happy- Unhappy-Happy-Entire-Happy-Unhappy-Happy

: . ioo00 874 6 i1 1000 872 )10 |I&

Masturbation 202 246 44 3% 20.2 29.0 378 327
Ewmotinal ve-
fations with
ot her women,
with physicaf

ex pressiow 157 1%L IS Wb 157 16,2128 13,7

5po.onin.g‘ 375  3lé 56 4/ 335 37l 50% 3849

Sex intevcourse 7/ S0 8 3 M S5é 152 25

The marital hissories of men and women in broken
families who applied for aid in three relief agencies from
1948 to 1928, reveal that there is a lower standard of
social conduct in the broken than in the unbroken femilies.
Pregnancy appears almost four times as frequent in broken
homes, One out of six had been pregnant before marriage,
while only one in twenty-five of the women in unbroken
families had been pregnant before marriage,?

It can easily be seen how difficulties might arise by
the lack of sex adjustment within the marriage bond.

Suppose that a young man or woman has been reared to regard

L X. P. pavis, Op. Oit., 59.

8 Dorothy R. Bucklin, "Studies of Breakdowns in Family
Income", Broken Families, The Familiy, Vol., XI., Ko.
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the sex experience as sinful, base, and unmentioneble, even

within the marriage bond, if indulged in for any other pur-
pose than for reproduction, while on the other hand, his
mete has been reared to regard it as high and noble, and

the highest expression of love and affection, then diffi-

culties are bound to arise. These conflicting attitudes

toward sex 1life are bound to be a disturbing element.

The writer is acquainted with a young lady who regarded
sex 1life in marriage as the highest expression of love and
affection. Her husband, equally és fine, regarded the sex
experience as forbidden by God and morally sound men, un-

less a child was wanted., They soon clashed over the lssue
but he would not yield, He stood by-what he considered a

conviction. -As a result the union did not last long, for

she left him. Then asked by her surprised friends why she
had left him, said, "I married George because I loved him

and wanted him for my husband but he would not be my hus-

band; he would onlj take the part of a brother®,

The writer is acquainted with another young lady who

.regarded the esex experience, within the marriage bond, as

the highest expression of love and affection. Her husband
looked upon the married relation as a means of satisfying
his sex cravings, They had not been married long until

he became very renulsive to her. They have continued
living together but she is frank to confess that married
life to her is an endurance contest.

How frecquently can married persons indulze in the
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gex experience?
The best that can be said in answer to this question,

has all resady been well said by E. R. 2nd G. H. Groves.

They have given the following principles:

First does the desire arise spontecneously without any
ertificiel stimilation? In the second place, wholesome
coitus brings as its aftermath a pleasing relaxstion.
If, instead of this one ie left irritsble, restless, de-

pressed or with a feeling of genersl debility it is
evident that something is wronz and if intercourses have
been frequent it is reasonable to suppose that the sufferer
hac been going to access. In the third place, normzl,
wholesome, intercourse should bring feelings of vigor

and of self confidence on the following day. Those who
keep their eyes on the strength of the desire, relaxation
and subsgquent vitalityv, seldom go astray in their sexurl

vrogram.

‘Devis found that the frequency of gexuzl intercource
hed & relationship to marital hzoniness. There they in-
dulged once or more deily there were 11 percent more in
the unhapoy group than in the happy group. A review of
this study can be seen in Table VI.

TARLE VI 2
FRECUENCY OF SEX INTERCOURSES IN FARLY YZARS OF MARRIAGE
AND HAPPINESS OF MARRIED LIFE.

Percentages
Reply Entire Hepo
Hepoy Unheppy Happ
1000 872 116 116y

Yore then once a day 1.9 houik 8.1 8
Once & gay 7.3 6.9 9.9 11.5
Over twice, less than ;

geéven times a week 31.4 332.4 35.2 27.6
113‘

*. R. and G. H. Groves, Op. Cit., 191,

2
Kc B. Da.ViS, Op. cit., 75-
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TABLE VI, continued.

Once or itwice & week 40,2 40,5 38,7 33.8

One to three times a

month 12.8 13.5 6.8 b iy
"0ften® or "frequently¥ 2.2 i.8 4.5 2.6

"Seidom"” or Infrequent-
1y"® 3.8 3.5 7.2 6.1
Total answered 99.6 99,6 98.6 99,7

The use of contraceptives.

The provlem of birth control is one of wide interest.
Some vehemently declare that it willultimately mean race
suicide., Others pralse iv as of utmost value 1o the good
of socievy. General opinion lies somewhere between these
w0 extremes. Voluntary parent~hood is meeting approval
by the magsses and the knowledge of the use of contra-
ceptives is spreading wo all ciasses of socievy. Davis
found that out of a group of women 77 percent of the
university and college graduaves favored it, while 73.42
percent of the high school graduates favor it and 57,57
percent of private school and wuvors favor is., Seven
buridred thiriy-four of the group favored it. These who
disapproved of it were only sevensy-eight in number, and
one hundred seventy-three falled to express toeir
opinion,l

S8ome of the reasons given for favoring voluntary
parent-hood Were taken from this group of (734) women.
Seventy-one gave health as the reason; one hundred fifuy

one Zave an economic reason; sixiy—-eight gave tvime for

1 %. B. pavis, Op. Ois., l4.
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adjustment as a reason; and tweniy-five stated hat no

chiidren were wanted. Four hundred eixty-eightl gave reasons

considered inadequate or left the question un-—

that were
answered. One hundred gave botin healtn and economy as
reasons,t

Does the knmowledge of coniraceptives among the un=—

married increase sex delinguency?

Davis found our of one thousand married women that
43.1 percent had such information before marriage and 11.1l

percent had sexual intercourse prior to marrliage, while

b8.8 percent did not have taig information and only 3.3

percent had sexusl intercourse before marriage, This

shows that 7,9 percent more of those who bad knowledge of

contraceptives engaged in sex intvercourse prior vo

marriage.a

These figures indicate that the knowledge of contra-
ceptiveg has & class correlation with promiscuity, 7This
tendency may be overcome in part, by a careful moral
training in early youth and a knowiedge of responsibility,
Only the future will give us a more complete understanding
of this probien,

SUKMARY

The magnitude of the Sex problem, the need of sex

education, the purpose of gex life within the marriage

bond, contraceptive methods, the harmful effect of sexual

1l K. B. pavis, Op. @iv., 15.
2 Ipid., 19.
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intercourses before marriage, the relatvionship of sex life

To health, the freguency of gexual intercourses to marital
happiness and ‘the disastrous congequences of conflicting

attvitudes regarding sex life in the family, have all been

discussed in this chapter.
The writer's conclusion is that the need of sex

education is very great. The sex problem needs objective

study, which should begin with puberszy.
information needed may be very meager at first but will
The only way that we can ever

The amount of

increase with mazurity.
hope to reduce the friction in the family due 10 the sex

provlem ig o build a proper attitude around sex life that

will permit it to be subjectved To a scientvific study.
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CHAPTER 1V

RELIGION AND FAMILY INSTABILITY

The writver, in his endeavor to write this brief chaptver,

has labored under the handicap of inadequate material,
DIFFERELCE IN RELIGIOUS FAILHS, A FACICR
IN FAMXILY INSTABILITY ‘
Divorce cannot be taken as a measure.ﬁé femily in-

stability. Different faiths put different interprevations

on the meaning of marriage and divorce. For instance, the | ]

Roman Catholics consider marriage as one of the Seven Sac-
raments,t and divorce is not allowed at all, while the

Protestants look upon marriage as a legal act with relig-

ious sanction and divorce as permissable., The famous

Council of Trent in 1563 is responsible in part for the

Reformer's position in the master of marriage and divorce.

This Qouncil decreed that:

A1l merriages previously contracted by mere verbal consent
of the parties and without parental sanction shall be held
valid, thenceforward all marriages notv celebrated in the
presence of a Eriest and two or uhree witnesses should be

null and voig.
To this dey marriage for a Oatholic is a mystical

Sacrement ordained of God, and an indissolvable union.

1 If zny one shall say that mavrimony is not truly and
proverly one of the Seven Sacraments of the Evangeli-
cal Lew, instituted by Ohrist our Lord, but was invent-—
ed in the Church by men, and does not confer grace, let

him be anathema.
Sess, XXIV: quoted from ine Catholic Encyclopedia,

Vol. 9, 107.

2 W. Gooasell, A History of Marriage and the Family, 262.
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Luther, Calvin, and Knox all approved the legal em—
phasis of marriage and the possibilities of divorce. Their

stand was no doubt based more upon the abuses which arose

in the Church, tnan from any innerent need that might have

arisen ouv of the family.
Martin Lusher reacted vo these demands of the Roman

Church in the following:

They have played a regular fool's game with Their verbis

de precesentivael furure. With it they have torn epart many
marriages wnich were valid according to their own law, and
those which were notv valid they have bound up... Indeed I
ghould not myself know how a churl would or could betroth
himself de future in the German tongue, for tae way one
betroth himself means per verba praesenti and surely &

clown knows nothing of such nimble gramuar as the differ-
; tnerefore he proceeds

ence petween accipo ebd acciplam;
according to our way and speech and says; *I will have
thee®, *] will t=ke thee®, Y“thou shalt be mine¥. lhere

upon "yes? iz said at once without more ado.

The Protestant Reformers who setiled in the colonies
put forth whe idea thatv marriage was a civil contract not
& religious vond or Sacranent. As Goodsell says:
ine tneory of marriage as a civil contract, which could be
made binding by a ¢ivil magistrate and therefore could be

dissolved by a civil court, was fundamentsl in the doc-
trine of Lutheran; and Calvinisy atike.

These opposite attitudes of Provesvants and Roman
Oztholics concerning the nature of marriage and the possi-
bllities of divorce may loosen the marrisge bond for Protest-

ants and strengthen iv for Cavholics, yet it is doubtful if

W. Goodsetl, Op, Visw., 26l, 252, from Luther "Van Enesachen
in hie Werke XIII, 102: quosed in Howard, Vol. 1, 341,

2 W, Goodsell, Op. Oiv., 396,
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they have very much to do toward creating instabilivy in the

family,
A revort of three Boston relief agencies covering the

years 1918-1928, states,

The idea that a religious marriage ceremony imparts greateT
gtability to the marital bond has been advanced. What data
was recorded on this subject snows tnat 15 percent more of

the couples in the broken homes were married by Church
ratier than civil authority.+
Although the nature of the marriage ceremony may have

but little if anything to do with the family instabilivy,
yet uthere remains a furiner matter T0 be considered. Should
marrisge occur only between parties of 1like faith? ‘Ihe Ro-
man Caszholics have persgistently advocated such a doctrine

shrough the centuries and many Protestant denominations
have encouraged its practiice,

Forty-seven percent of the deserters who appeared in
the Chicago Court of Domestic Relations in 1¥31 left their
families during the firgs four years of their married life.
Cut of 234 cases of mixed religions, 56.4 percent deserved,
while out of 1,012 cases of like-religion only 4t percent

deserted. ‘Yaking these same groups for a period of 14 years

tirere is cnly a difference of .9 percent in the numver of

desertions, This would indicate that where there are

differences in religious belief, family differences become

mogy acute earlier in married life,
We cannoT be sure thav the religious differences were

1 "S8tudies on Sreak-downsg in Family Incomes®, Broken
Faxilies, fhe Famitly, Vol. 10, No. 1, iWarch 1930, 104.
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the fundamental factors in the desertions since the other
factors may not have been constant; however, they are prob-
ably trust-worthy since they were based upon contacts with
and the snalysis of cases.

VITAL RELIGION, A STABILIZIXNG FAGTOR IN THE
FA¥ILY
The moulds of American society have so completely

changed in the last one hundred years that it would be
fallacious to try to measure famlly stability by any changes

that have taken place in the religious customs that used to
prevail, such as family worship and religious instruction,
There is an approach, however, that seems to be significant,

G. W. Fiske supervised & group of intelligent workers
in a five months' study of the people of Fairmount Church
and Oleveland Heights Commmity, in Oleveland, Ohio; in
regaerd to vitsal re;igion and family stability.

Vital Religion Defined.

Figke says:

Religion 1s the human experience of God's life and love, in
the midst of our ordinary tasks. It 1s the life of love,
falth, and service of God and fellow-men, in accordance with
the ideals and purposes of Jesug Christ; that it is the Jesus'
way of thinking, feeling, doing, and being throughout the
whole scope of daily 1i{ing, especlally in relation to the

supreme values of life.
Fiske and hie group concluded tbhat for religion to be

of any particular value as a stabilizing force in the family,

it must have some vital contact with God and that it mast be

1l G, w. Figke, Op. Oit., 205.
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a vivifying relationship meintained with a Supreme Power,1

The religion of Jesus measures up w0 this need.

The Religion of Jesus is Vitsl.

Yne vitality of the Onristian faith may be seen in what
transpires in the 116%8 of those who accept Onrist as thelr
Saviour. He puis life and direction invo every action and
furnishea a goal for which to sITive. In other words, OUnrisv

motivates the life of all who believe in Him,

Phis belief 1s more than a menial assent, 1T is a con-

viction that poseesses the i1ife and brings invo captivity

everything that is not in harmony with his will, James

sgtates it in this menner, "Yea, a man will say, Thou has?®

faith and I have works; show me Thy faith spart from 1hy
works, and by my works will show thee my faitn".a

i'ne Religion of Jesus ig Personal.

Terest always inspires a noble and herolo

Personal in
Jegus knows

response, when we arein the struggles of 1ife,

He always idenswifies nimgeif wivh human

d of the load. Just 0o know

and czres for us.

needs and carries the heavy en
aged man over

that Jesus cares has helped many & dgiscour

some hard place thatv he has encountered.

The Religion of Jesgus jg Invelligent.

g are not the same for & caild as

The religious concept
¢ or the college man;

they are for the man of the siree

1 g, W. Fiske, Op. 01t., 305

3 Bible, James, 2:18, R. V.



82
nevertheless, they meet the intellectual requirements of
all., A onild may feast upon the stories of lioses among the
bulirushes, Jonah and the great fish and tne flight of
Onrist into Egypu, while the man of the sireet may be sat—
isfied with a few inspiring songs and an emotvional spree in
a religious service, but a college man wants a theology, &
few very definite ideas apout his faith in God, &nd a sociol-
ogy wnich has to do wish his relationship to nis fellowmen,

In other words, he wishes to know his rignzful relavionship

v0 his God and to his fellow men., Tnese two relatvionships

are one in essence,
“If a man say, I love God, and hatesth his brother, he

is a liar; for he that loveth not his brother whom he bhath
seen, cannot love God whom he hath not seen*.l ‘

Not only should our ideas of religion be_progressive,
but the mevhods of conveving ;t should be up to dave, also.
The writer cannot see any reason why the methods of the
Sund:v school and the day school should not be the same.

The difference is in the material taught. As the horse and

buggy no longer furnish an adequate means of transportation,
neither are the methods of memoriz:ing Bible verses and ' 1
3

catechism sdequate for the needs of this generation. The

very essence of the Christi:n message calls for a modern

application and inverpretation.
H

1
Bible, First John 4:20 R. V,
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The Religion of Jesus ig Simple.

Simplicity ie a great virtue. There are tTruths in the
Bible so0 sivple that & small child cen understand them and
sruths so profound what they challengé’our greatest thinkers.
It is outv of the simple relanioﬁahips of family 1life that

the great virtues of the Uhristizn faitn become & fixed

habit in our lives. It i1s by practice only ihat we learn

honesvy, kindness, and sincerivy.

It is not difficult to understand the words of Oalvin

Coolidge who said, "lhe greatest need of America is religion;

the religion that is cenvered in the home® ,1

There are some very definite reasons why the religion

of Jesus is of special value as & family stabilizer. Iv has

for its central purpose the bullding of a life and character.

For The building of character there musd be a place for bota

the supression and expression of our human emotions. ToO

over-do eitner one, is to become unpalanced., Onriss spoke

suse of what he was. This prob-

as one having authorivy beC

lem of peing, is an all imporsant one. Characier can be no

stronger then the material ouw of which 1T is puilded.
"Religion®, says Fiske, ''gives stability to character and
makes Teligion of perennial human interesth.

The supreme value of & personal knowledge of Christ

comes through the cleansing of our motives of € nduct. Con~

victions are also important. All our judgments are nov

1 GO. 'b'-':. Fiske’ Op. oit.g 201. i
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convicetions, but there are a few things that we stand for on

our own regponsibility. Such convictions are formed by com=

ing in contact with others with whom we do nov wholly agree,

Self discipline in our choices is also valuable. Our choices

are always an index t0 Our cCnzracier.

The religion of Jesus emphasizes the reverence of per-

gsonalivy. This gives sanction o uwne socielizing process

that the family is called upon to do for each one of 1Ts

menmbers. "For none of us liveth to himself and none dieth

to himself",} Every indivicual is encouraged to make the

most of himselt but not by ignoring the rignvs and feelings

of others. Iv is the regard for others that makes life

beautiful, This give and take process in a controlled

group furnishes the drill and training necesgsary 70 prepare
the individual memberg for a larger society.

The religion of Jesus is a source of spiritual values.
“For & man's life consisveth not in the abundance of the

things which he possesseth?2 Honesty and sincerity are

spiritual values. Honesty consists of square dealings av

all timeg and under all circumstances. Waen it is made &

living principle we learn that there are greater blessings
in truly living than in merely accumlaving, Sincerity is
honesty of intent, It gives directicn, waen practiced, TO

all that we think, say and do; thus K creating a waolesone

1 Bible, Romans 14:¢, R. V.

2 Bible, Luke 12:15, R. V.

TESRCwewT
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atmogphere.

"Children can never be equipped®, says G. W. Fiske,

“to meet their life problexs withour a religilous interpre-

tarion of life.t
Professor Smith of Yale refers to worsihip as,

An incomparable act which more than any other brings one
invo the presence of the Unseen Spirit, 1ifts every ex-
perience and problem to a higher plane of thought, serves
a8 a rallying-point from one's scatiered and defeated
energies, and unites all wno parvicipate by a bond which

ig gocial and spirituel.

Fiske who has had both foreign and American graduate

students in his clagses for tweniy=—-one years, says,

They are less impressed by the fact thatv one American home
out of seven in now ultimately broken by divorce than they
are by the factv that probably 98 percent of our rsally
Christian homes are never broken at all, because thelr
religion is the best possible insurance against it.d

Although the above svatement Camnot be taken as TTusi-

worthy statistics, yet it is a statement that will awsken

serious whoughts.

The Church, in the city and the suburb muet find &
way to redulld the texple of hone religion, for nothing
else can stop the spread of this insidious disease. Educa-
vicn alone cannot do it, not even social education, for 1T
lacks the motvive power to work the miracle. Only a new-
pern spirivual purpose, in terus of modern religicn fitted
anew to modern social life can furnish the motivation
powerful enocugh tTo conquer tThis "individuaiism'run armck®,
the insidious disease of the ulira-modern.

1
G. W. Fiske, Op. Civ,, 150,

2 R. 8. Smivh, Internavional Journal of Religious Education,
Nov. 1937, taken from G. W. Fiske, Op. Cit., 238.

3 ¢. W. Fiske, Op. Oit,, 206,
4 Ipig., 1137, 1140,
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The opportunity ihat the family group affords for re-

ligious instruction ls revealed in & atudy made by Silsuer
Mary of 700 Oatholic children. She found in response %o the
teaching that God made them and whav God iives in the heavens,
13 percent of the girls under Two years six months and 34
percent of the boys under two vears and eleven months knew

theee teacaings, and the majority knew them DY the vime

they were four years of age. By the use of pictures, 50

percent were able To jdentify Christ crucified as Onrist or

God, at the age of three.l

It appears to the writer that too few parenis &rIe

fully aware of the golden opporsunivies that 8re theire in

conveying the Ohristian message to their children while 1n

Schmiedeler and McDonough say:

Parents have the privilege of cooperating with God in form-
ing Onrist in the soul of the child. ¥Yhatu parenis may thus
educate tnelr children, they must provide an environuzent

: ‘ t pist be
corre ine to the end proposed, that environmen
o e Oaristian family”, in

2Lt - ell-disciplined
a. "well-ordered and W Pote 18 sev by tge parents

which clear and constant good exa Ta
themgclves and by oOlheT members of the housenoid.

SUMMARY AND CRITICISM

ences seem TO pe & facvoT i

the farily group.

Religious differ n the in-

etability of the family. vital religion contriputes to the

e charecter in such & ¥
rtunity for religicus &

ay as 1o De Dere=

puilding of reliabl
dauce~

ficial vo the family. The 0pPO

vy 18 realized DY only & very few parents.

sion in the famil

perent and Oaild,

1 £, Schmiedeler and ¥. R. KcDonough,

227-328.

2 Ipid.
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The writer is surprised at the lack of available mater-—

jal with regard to the relationship of religion to family in-

He 1s still further surprised by the inadequacy
Take for

stability.
of the sum total of meterial that is available.

instance, the material in the quotation from Fiske.l On the

face of his statement one would conclude that about 14 per-

cent of the families of America were divorced and only 2

percent of the families listed as experiencing vital re-

ligion were divorced. The facts of the case are that in

1930, thers was about 1.5 percent, (1 to every 149 +)} who

were divorced.2 In the group of families studied DY Fiske,

2 percent were divorced. Even this picture is not exactly

correct as we Ao not know the number of homes that were

classed ze Teligious homes prior to his gtudy of this

chepter.

There is a very definite need for regearch to be made
in the field of religion. ©This study should include the
jnfluence that religion has had on various phages of Ameri-

cen life, To regard the value of religion as an axiom does

not satisfy the minds of socizl-scientists.
Lot us teke the proposition in this chapter of vital
relizion being a stabilizing factor in the family., If a

gtudy were made of 1000 families +that were not religlous

from the beginning and 1000 that were religious from the

beginning and continued to be so for & certain number of

1 Paze 85 of this chapter.

2 The Torld Almenac, 247.
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—~sars, ws would then be able to have a scientiflc wnd:ar-

standing of the value of vitul religion as & fumily
atiilizers providin: &1l other fuctors of the tuc [roups

watte JqQTide
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CONCLUSION

The factors affecting the stability of the American
family as discussed in this study, have revealed some of the
weaknegges of the internal bond which holds the family t0=-
gether. These weaknesses do not depict the family as a
selfish institution which society has outgrown, but presents
a definite problem., Like any other problem, 1t needs vo be
studied and understood in order that the family may be
lifted to & higher plane,

The family group is founded upon ceriain needs vhat
cannot easily be ignored, neither has there been any sub-
stitute developed to displace it satvisfactorily. We can
expect the family to continue always in some foru.

Is marriage and the American family & succegsful in-
stitution? Wile and Winn say:?

Marriage as an insvitution is not a falilure in spive of the
fact that many indivigual unions fail, It will not dis—
appear, thougn its form may change. Marrlage is a challenge;
when the challenge has successfully been metd, it is a
glorious adventure, For two imperfect humans to combine

10 make & perfect union is an ambitious undervaking; itv can
only be done if each is willing vo discountv the imperfection

of Tthe other. The Task demands willing effors, invelligence,
good nature, self-confidence and faith,

Hzmilton found in his esudy of two hundred spouses of
the upper middle class that marriage was g8till a success.
His conclusion is based upon fourteen questions presented

by personal interview and questionaire method.

1
S. Wile and M. D. Winn, "Facing Divorce", The Survey,
Jan. 1, 1829, Vol., b1, Ko. 7, 418,
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highest mark attainable was

The questions were: %0

What is there in your marriage that is especlally un-
satisfacuiory o youl?

Have you any habits 10 which your spouse objects?
Has your spouse any habits to which you object?

Are you and your husband or wife well-mated soclslly
and intvellectually or otherwisef

What 1s the principal sort of trouble between you and

husband or wife?

How long after marriage did you begin to be seriously

disscatisfied with any serious lack or gshort-coming?
Do you wish to go on living with your spouse for any
of the following reasons ... because you love him or
her? etc,
If by soze miracle you could press & buston and tind
that you have never been married to your husband or
wife, would you press that pbuston?
Knowing what you now know would you wish to marry if
you were unmarried?
Describe your husband'
as you can, ;
What things in your married 1ife annoy and dissatisfy
you the mogt?
If your marriage is unsuc

to be the chief cause of
FThatv changes would you meke in any of the following

mental qualities of your husband or wite? Lerper?
Talkaciveness? Thrifvinesst Careful of dress?
Selfishness? Tendency To scold? Invelligence?
Socisl stvanding? Religious 1ife? ftruthtulness?
Tendency to flirv? Qapacity for showin> affection?
Stvrength of sex desire?! Vanity? Serious mindedness

may be found in the table below.

g or wife's disposition as well

cegeful whar do you believe
the failure?

1l

Hig findingse The

fourteen poinis.
TABLE I 2

DISTRIBULION OF CASES ACOORDIL
ERSOnS WHO OBTAINED gUJH GRADES

G TO SATISFACTIUN

NUMBER OF P

MEN TWOMEN
29 21

GRADES

A - Including all persons having

10-14 poinig

¥ g. V. Hamilton, Op. Oit., 59-8%

2 Ipid., 82.
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TABLE I, continued.

B 7-9 22 24
o 5-6 13 14
D 4 EJ 9
E 0-3 27 32

100 100

He found that 45 percent of the group measured up 1o
the requirement of a happy marriage. '

The study made by Katherine Davis reveals a much high-
er percentage of marriage happiness. She found from a simi-~
tar, but much larger group than thatv svudied by Hamilion,
that about 80 percent considered themselves happily married.
The remaining 13 percent considered themselves partially or
totally unheppy.l

Tne gifference in tﬁe marital happiness as found by
taece two studies ¢an be more clearly understood waen one
keeps in mind what Davis' study was based upon the opinion
of the women examined while Hamilton's study was based upon
a grade given by the way certain questions were answered.

It mzy be reasongbly concluded therefore that Arerican
marriage is a rather successful ingtitution.

In this study the writer has pointed out four funda-
mental factors for the instabilitvy of the American family,

The influence of individualism on the family has been
very great. When every member of the family is given his
freedom to follow the lines of his greavest interest 1T 1t

only logical to expect thatu OTiler 1nTerests will displace

1 X. B. pavis., Up. Oiv., 43.
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family interesv. The question nawmarally arisesy Willi the

family ultimately dissolvel?

The writer does notv think so. EHe is of the oplnion
that new possibilities for the family will come to the fron%v,
around which the family may build thus finding & larger place
in our sociesy.

Tae changing functions of the family have had a dis-—

turbing influence on the family but this unrest may prove

t0 be of value 1o it. When it is known what functions the

family are best fivved for, a further transition wili de
made. The writer does not hesitate to state that he con-—
siders the family most fivted for the biotogical; religious,
and personalitvy functions, and that sooner or laver they
will be given a larger place in fanily inierest.

Sex is unquestionably a disturbing factor in the
family. Selfishness and ignorance are the primary causes.,
No doubv a carefully planned sex education will bring the
TWO BeXes T0 & better understanding of their desires and
the place it holds within the marriage bond.

- Religion is an intangible somevhing that we know bus
little about from the standpoint of a social phenomena,
Experimental religion cannot be dispensed with bus its
soclal worth is yet vo be realized.

The writer atwsripbutes much of our present family fail-
ureg Tto an inadequate school curriculum. A concreie lllus—
tration will serve tvo make this meaning rmore vivid,

One of the patrons of a school where the writer's wife

1
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was teaching a few years 8g0, was discussing the relationship
of both parent and teacher IO the success of the cnild. She
was 2 highly educaved woman having won three degrees (X.R;
A.B.; and B.0.) a doctor's wife, and the mother of six
children. At the close of her discussion, she sald,

In all my education and training I am unzble To Lall TO

pind but one course That ig a nelp TO me now in the rear-
ing of my children and that is a course that I took in

Chilgd PsycnoloZye.

We need our school curricuium extended TO provide as
cereful a preparation for the training of husbands and
wives, fathers and motners, as we do the training for
teachers, lawyers or for any other profession or vocation,

It is only when we subject the family to the saue
scientific study that we do other social problems, will we
be able wo get out of the blind ally that we are in and

1ift the American family to & higher degree of stability.
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