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INTRODUcriOH 

Azoong JWV peopl.es in tne Far East. D1Scul1ne dOdd.nation ba.S 

been . fiagrant:b" exhibi~ed. wan;an· have been_, until late~. relogated 

to the bac1tgroun1 in sodA!. eci>riomic, and poli.t1~ at!urs. ·.B.:r 

their cWI't;c)ms, tradi.ti()ils, am law~h ~t llb~tlllave ~n hel4 :lil 

utter -subje¢tion to . the lll&n. 

That women. in the Phll1ppines ·a.l"e on an equal :f'ooting with 

the men social l;y, econaDi.cal.q, ani polltieally "MOuld. seem 1nered,ible 

to peoph in the Wast who grew up with the conception that Oriental 

women lead secluded and dOwntrodden lives ani are pneral.l.J sla~s 

to the men. In their opinion. tm PhUi.ppines-, being in th& Far 

East atxi exposed to the Oriental ideal 'Wbi.cll renders woman iriferior 

t:o lDal'l. would natural.J3 produce ~n who are . reprt;~ssed. degraded, 

and forever ®pendent upon the zaaie-. This u ~ar tram the truth. 

Qui.te tn. contrary, even betore the Spaniarda set foot on Pbllippine 

so1.]., tbe FUipino waaian ·enjoyed a relative~ h1&h position in so ... 

ci,ety as weU as 1n the econCIIldc ·aD:i political lite ot the people; 

atd, aithough her position sUffered sODJ9what a setback d:ur1ng the 

·Spanish rnle, it gresr ··in importance as the yeus rollod by. 'l'od.ay 

tlltl F.U.ipino woman is tull;y emancipated; she ha.s achieved. equa~ty 

with .-q .. 
Th$ ~r . urge to erase· the m;tsconeept1on about the position 

ot w0111en in· the· Phllippi.rles has be~~ "iert ·~eessar:r and it is 

therefore the purpose ot thi.3 pape~ to pre$el\t .!acts. al»¢. ilrzP9~t 
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changes Whi.cb have inevitabl,;r at.tected her st.atus. These £acts will 

be discussed to show her advance, not in comparison to her Oriental 

and Occidental sisters • bUt in comparison to the Filipino wonati of 

b.Ygontt . clays .• 

Ma.ro" £actors have contrtbuted to the ·transition o.t the ·FUi.

pi.na.- Becau8e the hist.ory of' her country is one or colonial ~bjec .. 

tion !or oyer three -centuries un:ter va.J:'ious -f'orei.gn rulers. her 

status ha$ been very DIUCll in:f'luenced b,-· the intei"acU.on _or foreign 

cultures and. her own. The. introduction -ot Span.i$h-rel1g1ous beliets. 

cuStoms, language and institut.1ons; the -democratic program or· govo. 

ernment by the Un:i.ted states or America: and the aid or •l:naJ'W liberal

~ed- F1J.:1.pinos tnem.se.lves · - all. these have -caused sweeping -cha~es 

in. the FU.ipina, ~me to ~r ciet~nt, ·but on thfit lolholB to her 

everlasting erGdit ... 

Up to the present-. there ;uoe veey ·.rew works written about t)le 

Filipino -wOman ar'rl theSe -works ·have traeed her dev.elopment ~ prog

ress o~ to a ll:adted extertt. T.O suppl.ement this meager intorm.aticm 

about her, this paper i.s presented,~ Facts cont.aitied herein ha.ve 

been gleaned :trooa random observations recorded by Spa.hi.Sh ehroni.elers 

who went t.o the P.h.illppines a.s government o.t:f'ici.a.ls or as Jnission

aries or the Christian f'a1tb at· the time o£ conquest and ()();loni~a

t1on of' the :COuntry in the J.6th century am. in a large 1D9QSU1"'8. 

f'rom , arti:cl.es and boOks written by Al:l:lerican off.ici.als of the Philip• 

p1n8 government and Fllipi.no authors. As an eyeWi.tness. or the change 

:tr~ the Alrl$dcan l:"U).e to the present. J: have also made use of 'fll¥ 
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observations of contemporary events. Besides these •. mat&ri.a.ls gen-

erow;]$ supplied by th.$ Colmnissl.on 01:1 !O.eC'tions, the Bureau ot CenS\1$ 

aid statistics. the Bur&au of PriVate Schools. anci the Univel"sity of 

the Philipp~s constit;ute som of tn& 'bas:l.c sources of the data tctr 

this .. presentation. 

'.l'he stup;r o:f' tbe changing sta. tus o:t the FiJ.ipin() WQIJilUl will 

necessarily' take us back to her l,Ue in the ancient days bet ore she 

was ever roached by influences trom the- Western World, through th.e 

lo~ years of Spanish dond.nation .. the short per.i.od o£ American rult:), 

ani :the fi.rst 18ars of' the 'infant Phi.ll.ppine Republic; hence, the 

mi;tterial.s included here :foll:w a chrono1.og1.caJ. approach. 

It is. bol?(Ki t.hat th1.$ paper wi.ll 'be· sut:f'i.cient to gl.ve the 

read.er a f'~ la'lowl.edgE~~" 9f' waJl.en in tlle PbiJ.1pp~s . and. tlleir strug

gle towards equality with man, tree.dom, and happi.nf:tss. 



CHAPTm I 

PrQctj.~ all manuscripts 1.n regard to. ~e pre-spanish .•F111 ... 

ptno woman we" written bT· earq Span18h chroniclers. T()(Jq it 1.s 

dittieult to find an ancient F1llp1no writing upon '~ell · 7IJIJ3 be · baa.d 

the studT of: the• FUipi.na because mti.ve records ~ d~ed b7 

the ;spanish conquerors in· their ~ken notion that tbe 8Ubj6~ 

pe~•s convers10n to Cbr1ati.an1t7 could be .faeUl:tateci 1.t these 

reliC. ot t.h&ir .pagan. dqs were removed. On:b" a ffiW· .tacts about the 

tnd.r:Wlg o£ the ~-spam.8b F:Ui¢.na. the Jll8l."riage customs o.t her 

peopl.&. her rigbts aD:i pri.Yileges. lind-h&r e:eonomic role as seen 

through the eyes ot Spanish observers 1411 ~ given '-n. this chapter. 

Accor.dirlg to the ear~ spimi$h .chroni.clers. the ri:l.1p1na ot 

ancient tU.s posaessed a gracetul. figure. a pleasant -aien, a smooth 

broWn eomple:xi.on. long bjack hair knotted on the back ot her head • 

.and, a digniti.ed carriage. Keen and resolute, she had a el.ev.er dis

position Eor anything she undertook • . tn ns.1t1ng .or 1n wa.l.ld.ng 

thro\lgh· the. s~ts and ·tQ places o.t worship, she liiOVed verr sedate

~ and., u she belonged to ~he llQbil1t,'-. wae aeCOI1p&nied b.r a retinue 

o£ sl;ae. gir:ls vbo protected ·her _h-(1111 the sun and rain vi tb silk 



paraaola. 

The ear~ ehroni~lers al.so l'EIDarkad that tbe anci.ent Filipinos 

paid el.ose -attention to their cleanliness and neatness. Tbq were 

cl.eanq and elepnt 1n their persons and dress. 'J.'bq bathed.· often 

and t.ook -coo<i· care or theU' hair. ·Thq washed it regularl,y 1d:t.h a 

k1nd of ehlmpOO made· ou1; ot the·bark or a tree called £2.&2 boiled .in 

water. 1'btm they anointed their heads wi.th oil and other per1'u~Qes. 

Woaen and ch1ldren . espec1al.q ·llel'8 accustomed· to -anoint their h&ad.s 

~r com.f'ort. ·ancl adornnent even U they di.d DOt bathe. They were alao 

care:tul. of their teeth Vbich they· c!¥ec1 blaek and til.od at an earq 

age to ma.ke ·them nen. They: kept their heats cl.ean and Mat. .At the 

entrane~ to their houaes. thq placed jars ot water for washing the 

1'eet• especial.q <lu.ring tbe rain,y season. A person :was cona1dered 

.111..-bred it. he ~ to entex- a house without. clt;taning his f'eet f"irst.. 

'nle7 had. elaborate JQOdes ot dressing. men.·~· WQII&n ~·. 

1'he women wore l:lttle b-ocks v:1.tb rault2.col.orocl s~eev"es atld 11r&pPed 

themael.ves ~ the wai3t down to their :teet nth a vtUte cotton ma

terial.. The. rich ladies vere very .tend ot ornaroents. 'l'bEr.Y wore 

aillson- sill cl.othes and other atutts woven nth gold... 'l"hey bad 

long gold chains around their necks, gold bracelets called cal.cmb1-

&!!.• thi.ek gold earrings,. and gold rings with preci.ous atones. 
2 

~ Spa.zxlards 1'ound tbat. the ear~ Filipinos· had .a pol.1 tical 
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orgard.zat1.on. a .torm o.t relic;l.oua vorsbip, a qsteaa ot IDI8&.SUres. 

songs. and dances. 1'heJr could read vell and bad a sy.teD. of vr1t1nc, 

too. Father Pedro OUri.no~ a J•sutt miu1oB8J"y 'Who wrote one ot· the 

e&l"liest and most reliable .r&cOr<ts• rega.rdi.ni the FUipino pec~ple 1.n 

their pl"ilri1t:iva- condi.tion be.tore the,r bad bad Dicb contact v1th t.be 

vbite men. sa1.d: 

. All ~se 1sl.4l)dera ·""· DIUch . given to • ~ding and vrl:t.inc, 
and there is bard.l3 4 JA&n • . ~less -a~. Vbo doea not. 
read and. write in the letters used in the ial8Dd c4·· Manila· 
which ·1.8. enti.r'eq dU't.erent t'ram .t.hoae ()t ann&. Japon. Mel 
India.J 

J'&ther Cbir1Do further obeerved that tile ear~ FUipinoa were

pc>Ute aiicl well-bred. They unCOYerecl t.beir beada wben tbe;y ~~aet one 

anotber'. .Aac?ng ·thaa 1t ··vas disCoUrteOus ·to remain etand.1nc while 

conversing nth a ~non 11fb.an tbe7 ought to reepect.. With. bare 

heads, the,y au.st. be aeated ~· . the ~ or on t.beir bee1 bones. 

1l1.q must wait., 'Wltil they were spoken to ror i.t was bad maDo&rs to 

apeak ahead o£ the honored person. 'l'heir oourte.t;J·vas ~at~

tested 1n their .form .ot address; they never ~Ice 1n the t:!rat or 

secold perBOn. but. al.Ways in the ·third person., am.. ~re ca,retul 

never to ad.t ~ tora• or -.q Lact;y• u the case might be even when 

speaJd ng nth their equala. 

Among tbem. as it i.s toda;v.. :r~. ties were at.rong. Parent• 

did their- duties· to their ch1ldr&n ~ their intanCT thrOUgh their 

3 ·&mna H. Blair and. J--s A. Robert.on.- ads •• lb:!. flrl)).ppine 
I!J..and$. (~eland. K:MIVl. m. 242;. 
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•turit)' • . Enm ·lfben a son bad al.nJad;y married. he cODtinued to· live 

with h1a own t~ in the house :ot bis ~ts. The children •a re

lationSld.p w:1.th their pt.reDt.s ·vas- .charactens~ · nth re~ct ·and. obe

dience. DJ...camsrs- ehown toward pareots ard elders ~ ].ookect \lpon 

~th md.Vtn"sal disapprcmll. al'li awere:t;, pwnsbed. Co~ v• .-n 

~ :t'eatUl-e of. a cbild's ~ and ttie ear)3 '11li.pino$ 

ga~ the qua.U.t7 ot On& • s eciUcati.On by the . respect he ·bad tor his 

. eldeN'. This attit\lde conti.nU&d even attar the .ddldren•.s .arrl.age. 

The. ~~ son am tbe eldest daughter ·wre likWiae regarded 

with deference lq their 7ounger brothers azxt s~rs who addr&ssed 

'them 1n TagaJ:Dg4 not b7 ·their given :oames but b7 some t1t1e or res

pect as .&&til• or JCm!ng and ~ cr .A.Ym ~or the eldest brother and 

eldest. sister ·respective~. When the parents died, the eldest .son 

.am daughter .assumed the-ir rights &ncl duties ani the ~r· meaabers, 

in tur.n. were~ mora1 obligation to obey' and respect them. 

1'he anc:1ent. ·Filipinos put a . high _pri.ce on cha6t1tT and JriOdesty. 

A DUIIIber o£ Spa~;sh chroniclers att.sted ·to this ~act .o In· a ~tter 

to a fri.end 1.n ·Espafta (Spain) ldlo asked hi.Dl· about tb& cbara~ics 

ot the FUi.p:LnOil. 'Fray· GUpar d& San .Agustin aqs, reterrirJg to the 

'lb.eT are ~ -veey IIOdest . in their actions .~. conver
aati:Dn~ to such a degree that the7 have a creat horror ror 
obscene word&; aDd 1f ·wale ·nature craves acts, . their natural. 
IIOdeS't7 abhQrs wo:rda. The notion tbat I have :f'omed ot thea 
b thai; thet ·.are Yfii:T hOnorable aid most Of an. tb& married 

4 one at' ~- p$eipal ~bal. dialects in the A11lippines. 
Upon it j.s based the Fll1pino ·Bational. .l.a.Dguage. 
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Vamen• Scarcel(.v1ll. •one ·find a Taga:loa: or a~ Inct1ar,:5 
'WOman who W1.ll ·put her person to t.rade. 6 

Fatl'lOr OrdoiieZ de CeVallos also obs~ect that the · vomen •re 

gene~ nrg:1ns an~ bad no husband but. one. 1t thq w.re milrrl.ed. 

Sin:ibaJ.do cie Mas .o a~ther S~h Wri.ter; noted. the respect tha:t. the 

Fillpi.rlo J)en showed. to· their ~ntolk beea.use o~ thejr IDOdeet~.7 

Corrobora.ti.,ng · these obse~~1ons-, Father FrAnCi.sco ~s, a . 

JeS\dt. lldss1onar;:y • said: 

Tbe pecu.l.1ar1ty of. th1.s nation am the · t.b:ing tha~ gives tbem 
some etcel.lence aDi esteem is that ·their WOIDOn · are more. Chaste 
anclmodert.. Thq esteem virginity and ke~P · it rtolate, .Ven 
t.o aa,anced age, tor ·the 'Vocation ot matrU1ol\Y• 

ua~ beard, ot some· cases or lax:1ty 1n morals, sOPte biased 

chl'oni.clel"s, h<*.~er. l1.ke MiiUel de ·:toarea and F'rlq Juan. Franoiaco 

de San Antonio. put tbe FU1pino women 1n bad ll.eht by mak1.ng di.s

para~ COIIIUOntB al:)Qut their ~t'ion. U there were· instances 

of 1mlDOrality among the early .Fillpinollqmen, they vere exc~1ons . 

to the general. ruJ..e as in other coa$rl.es~ n-a;y s.n Agustln hiluel!' 

said• st-ill ref'errl.ng to the Mllpino women iri ·his lett..r: "Although 

beans are boil.cd .• i:t is not ·b7· the kettl.etUl. as in .other region:i." 

Tins· remark vas undex"stood to be an ad4ptat1on ot an old proverb, 

5 Spaniards at fir8i ntl"er%'$d to the F1l.ipinos as Im.i.ana· or . 
Indios. 

6 Eaaaa u. Blair and Jaes A. Robertson, eds. • l:!l!. fb1Hpp1,ni 
Is].ands {Cleve]..and, M::MV'I), XL, 25). 

7 Bncamaci.Qn Al.zona, Ih!!.· f1 11 pinQ i!'9!'@!1 (Y.anila, 19)4) • 

pp. 8 - 9. 
8 :Sla1r a.rtd Robertson. eels •• .sm, • .si1• .. XL. 159•160 · 
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probab)¥ 'interpreted as: •nthough -sins are COIIIIIIitted here, they are 

not u .trequent as 1n othQl" place:J. • 

MARRIAGE CUSTOMS OF '1'HE EARLY FILIPINOS 

I.!!!. ltf!t~tbal. There were no distinct .customs ot courtship 

reconled among the earq Filipinos·. bat they did. obsel"W'& torzuaJ..ities 

o£ betrothal.. In lll4111' instances• the parents matched their chi.ldren 

even l>etore these were borrto. wh1l.e in ·others ,espa~ alllong the 

cbi&ts. a go-between vas nacessary to press the lovezo•s suit. The 

betrothal was usualJ;y solemnized v1tll a :teast- and an agl"$eltt~nt bet

ween· tb$· contracting parU.es upon a certain sUlll or money wbieh ~s 

f'orteited as tin& by whosoev'er broke the promise ot marriage. A 

breach of promise to mrr:y was taken so S$rious:Q' that it was punish""' 

able not onl¥ ~ fine but also b.Y eonti.scat!.on of' property. 9 

A J.ance ··t~ into the stai.rCa$e ot a Jaaiden•s house p)JI,y'ed 

a prominent ~le in the betrothal. .among. the ll()bles. It •rnea.nt tbat 

a nobleman sought the znai.den •s baM in marriap. 

When a uobleaan wisbed to, ·marry. he employed certain rreeruen 

who coanancled respect 1n the "'I'Ulage. These acted as the go-bet

weens to negotiate ·the li$UT1a.ge. one ·ot these love emissaries took 

the young man's lance .trom his f'ather and upon reaching the house 

ot the gir.lf.B :tatber, ·he thrust the lance into the staircase. Hold

ing it thus. be and the other members o£ h:1.s part7 invoked their 

9 Blair and Robertson, eels., .mt• eit., Vol. V, p. 159• 
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gods and their • ancestors.. asking t.heJa to be f'avorable to the .· ~~arriage .• 

A conversation between. the ·-emi.ssaries . aD! the girl•s· tatber ensued 

i.n 'Whi.Ch the qual:ities of the suitor vere axt.oll.ed. by 'the f'ormer. 

IT th& girl's £ather gave his conaent. the betrothal took place am 
the .lance passed-· into the pc;ssessiorl or the go-between, or ~t v.a 

redeemed br the )UUng man. 

lll! dqwrx m othtt; dfts. In the marriage 118gOti.at10na.,tha 

matter at the dowry and other gi.fts wa.s iJmlria,};)q disC'\lSsed. The 

amount. nried in· accordance vi.th t.be man's rank atd financU.l c1r-

etRStanees. ·The dowr,y was cal.l&d bi;pv.ga.m an:l11as pven by' the 

man to the parents or tbe girl.i.n cash or lani or house or other 

artj.c-les of' :value as a sign at good will or alliance o£ the two 

. :tand.l,U.~., It.lneluded RflJlW!!mlt ~cb· vas a present to thebri.de'a 

mother ~· return tor b!!tr troublss .in bringing 1Jp M.r daUghter. It 

abo i:nol.uded the PJ&SOSO. a . sum given to the c!Qoh\B•l.O 1.t theM 

were &1\V'· Besides · tbe· dovry •. the J'Oung man al.so gave pre~UI in 

Tari.ous t'Ol'lllS -to t~e relatives ot tbe girl. 

The ciollry ~- pre~ted. to tbe .gi.rl.•a parents berore the 

W8dd1.ng -~- with all the ·ser1~ss an:! e<>1e11Jni.i;;r that ·they could 

JIU:Jter up _in the presence ·or an augut gatbel"'.i.ng ot mkU\W', n 

relat1.ve·s· aQ:t· b'i.enda 0~ "the lavers. 

10 u t we nurse. 

ll The -elder]¥ viA DIBll in the village. 



8 

lages.. In some plAces, thtli parents comrerted it into their own 

prope~ and later. at tb•ir death. di.v.id.ed it~ among their 

cb1.ldran; henC9, the allegation b,- &OIH wrl;ters that the n.lipino 

'WOJMln in th& earl7 U.s ve~ sold. But it the man bad ga1nod the 

at'tecti.on of b1.s parents-in-law. tM· lattet- ntturn~ tho dowcy to 

the cou;u,e.. n the liOID8ll -.s an o!,'pban at the t1me o~ her .marriage,. 

she becalle the sole . ownar · ot. her· dowr.v". 

In other places, acC()rdin~t to Fra7· Juan Francisco de San 

Antoldo, it the parenu were generous, they used part of the dowry'· 

to detrq th& ~.~ 1neu.rred ill the veddi.Dg. It ~g vas 

left of' it, tba l'ellla1:d•r t~aa used to tund,sh tt. home o! the new-

~s. 

n the JDan .vas too poor to give a ·.dowry •. be rende,.-.d per

~nal. :ren1ce !rn to the tami.:b" ot his bride ... t.o.ba. He chopped 

liOod for fuel., !'$t.ohed water trcm. the well. tended the domest.1.c 

a.nimals • or he:lped on the .farm. In thi.s state, he was ca.ll.ed the 

cati~.12 

The sum o! tha ·dowry· vas determined by the parents ot the 

girl. Ne1tber the bride. nor bDr parents contributed arr:r rund to 

the mar:riage. u:, bowft'er, a cM.et had d.SDar:ded a large dowry t4, 

tor instance. 18 or 20 gold tae}l, l.:l 01" ·aey' amount beJ'oni the means 

12 .1 ~·• •n engaged· to be marri.ed. 

1)· A. tael. is equiyal.ent to a peso~ 



of his son-.in-law. he was lllOr~ obliged ·to present b.1.s daughter 

certain c1f'ts· caUed nasopor, i.e •• a couple of alaYes. a piece of 

land C1t' ·&DIY other thing proportional to the .dowry. It "-"' coMid

ered shaJae1Ul to require a large dowry V1thout givillg a p!!§O!?Qr 1n 

return.~4 

9 

lh!. . !l!!dd1.pg ·. cel.&brat1on.l5 'rbere were variations 1.11. Jnarriage 

ceremonies • ·oceasi.oner:l b,y .ditferenees 1n rank and means. but Ulong 

tt.e nobUi.ty. grand$Ur and. oo.mplenty· ch.U'aeteri.zed the entire pro

ceedings ·and the spirit depi.ct.ed was that. of the Cl'OCJl '-s hardship in 

seeurl.tlg his bri.de. 

At least three dqa 'betore tbe wedding. ralat.1v•s or the con

traet~ · parties assfftbl.ed to build a ss;pgeabaQl6 and tbe :alap!I.a..l7 

·The pa~Z'l •l'aliQI\Y 8J¥i t'om ·o~ .111alTUge started vit.h the 

supposed kidnaping ·f>f. tbe bril;le who 1la8 taken to the house ot the 

gft)CIIl on t.be wedding dq. This was followed b)" a aa.lQ-1! J; .18 The 

bride and groaa. ve%"8 N&ted ill their bridal cllamber en the laps of 

lJI. Blair and Robe,rt.son, eels •• Jm• ill·. n.. 86-91. 

lS Maria Pu Y..eo:ioza-Ouazon. lb,t. tm:!•OI!lMt .lnSl Pmmss 2t 
~ f111QHlR Homen (Manila. 19Sl). pp;. 14-1~. 

l6 A ·frame made of two pieces of bamboo crossing each other 
so that when the f'our ends were .tixed 1n the ground. the trame formed 
&11 arch. ThiS ,.., ad.omed with lsaves. tl.owers. and ribbons. and 
under it sat the. Uharllkas or the pr1nc1.pa:l men ot the town. 

17 .A ld.l1d o.t bower JP&de . or bamboo teluporaril3" added to the 
.house to acCOl!""Qt.tate all visitors to a feast. 

18· Banquet. 
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certain old lRXIIen llbo -acted ae their god-motbera. these . served ~ 

1'ood wb1oh they partook troaa tba same plate. nw. pa.1:r al.so drank· 

.f'rolrJ. tbe 88110 CUp.~ At the banquet. the .poooa deel&red that he vu 

taking -the girl. be~e :hiJa .&a his ld.te • 'l'bereupon shouts of. jOT 

broke. out. and the people ~ed 1n sir.lgj.ng, dane~, and drink

·irl£ Win&. to their .hearts' ·cQ~Jtent:. 

A. cata1oP.M19 then came and abo'Wered upon. tAe coupl.e a thou

sand bl.Naings. wishing among · other things that. they be well au.tect. 

~ beget •1\Y• man.v children aad poamehUdren Who. would all be 

rich, l)ra;ye, and vi.se. 

Th8. 'bl.G~.siz'Cs v•re :followed b,y the pag-a-an1tg.20 This phase 

0~ the c:e~ .imolTed. · tne aa~rU'ice ot· ail &nUal \lh1.ch VU. Jd.1l.e4 

b,y the. catalonan nth a. ja:Tel.in t.hi"uBt at i.t to the ac~t ot 

ailSic. ancl dane~. TbB ani mal ·was .~t into pi.e~M and eat.n with 

~t d.,..ction, 111ce· that ot the Catbollc derv:otee iJ1 t.be ·perf'ormance 

of t .:be Soq ~n. 

The. te=rt.1fti cUd not cease nth the wedding ~~t\Y ~ it 

conUnUed and lasted three or ~· days uilt11 . the reveler• -~ 

.tired of daDCi.ng or were too intoxlcated to carry on. A ~ 

lcatap'¥fap21 0~ brought. the MIT)'2D8.Id.J7c to an encl. . But in 

some cases, the cel,ebr&~iDn was by no mean:~ ~er. In a V&ry restive 

19 Priestess. 

20 -~·· to ancestral. spirits. 

· ~l .Closing . :tea~ ... 
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p-ocession the couplb were condUctod to the houSe Where th.,. were 

to ll.ve 'Wb1lb a ~t1m<\lar _procession took the god-parents to their 

respecti.ve homes. Thus the .event as brought to a close • 

Should t.be reoentq married coupla not agree wU with each 

otbar. ar U the ·ha.rmor\Y in tbe. J»JW t.oa.e was ruttled 'b3' -d.U~, 

another arn.n.aJ.. sacritice vas held, and the brideg:rooa hilllNlt, 

acting a-s t.he prleat, perfblWKl the cera:raoll!'. Spear in !wrl he 

danced -be:t"ore the animl , •de a thousand weird psturea, end eud

(lenq gaT~.t the anjJUl a cl*lth tbrust au the whils p1"83'1ng his gods 

arid ani,.tos to bestow' peace anct harmOn,y upon h1a and his vUe. 

1'n1st,1tlg that hi:s prqer8 WoUJ.d be ai1$W8red, be caJaed h1msel.t down. 

Mlguel. de Loarcli·' 8 '9'ers10J1 ot marria.ge ~ong the nobles 1a 

. ot a 110ro ost«1tat1ous c•~· Jlere the bride· 1s wt)nt to Jililke her 

parenta.-i.rl-law umergo ·.an -ordea:l before girlng harselt to their 

son. Loarca said: 

.uter tile ~ge is agreed -upon -1:bat .u to sq. after 
fixing tbEJ amount; ot the doWrt whi.eh the husbani pay8 to the 
ir1f"e (gen.~ 100. :!i:!e:b . in gold, slaves. and jwels) the¥ 
br.\.ng the w1f'e tr<D her parents. One ot the Indians takes 
her on. h.1s ·shOUlders; and on arnving at tbe. toot ot the 
stai.rlla¥ to the groom • s house, she. at"fect.s c()1l'less and IJ;qs 
that she will not enter. When man,y· entreaties have ·proved 
useless • the tatb.er-in-law CCI!les out and promises to give . ber 
a alave :l.f' she will co up. Sbe mounts the staircase fQr the 
slave. but ldlen she reacbes the top . ot the .stairlr.aT and looJcs 
1nto ber .tather-1n-1Ja.v1 s house. and. sees the peopla asseaibbd 
with:l.D_. she again pretends to bl' bashfUl. and the father-in
law mus-t g!...-e another sl.ave. .Arter abe bad entered. the same 
thing t',akes place 8ld he JI1U.St giv.ti her a jewel to malat her 
sit d<»m. anot.b~ -to. JUkQ her eat, and &not.ber be~ ore she will 
driDk• Wb1ls t.he betrothed pair are dr.1rild.iig ~gether an old 
un · nses am in a loud. '9'0ioe .calls ail to silence.. as he 
Wishes to speak. Be aqs: 'So and so. aar.ries· so and ao., but 
on th-e condition that 1t the aan sbould. through cheeolute 



conduct., till. w support his Wife, abe Will l.eave hbl, .·and 
sball. not b& obl.igecl to return ~in& ot the dow.r:Y that he 
bad g;1ven to .bel"; and sh$ eball ha.Ye :treed.Cllll and permission 
to .marr.Y ~her man. And. therefore" sbo\ll.d the woman 
betrq· her lmsband.t !:ae can taka away the dowry he p.vo her. 
leave her .•. and. ·many. 8ll0ther 'WQDIQn. Be au ot you Witness 
tor me to t.bi$ COIJlpact , .• 

. When the old 111an bas erx!ed. his speech, they take a dish 
f'illed vi.th cl.ean ,. uncooked rice. and an old WCIIIIlan comes and 
joins the bards o.f the pair and lays them upon the rice. 
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Then holding the hands thus joined~ she throws ·the ri.ce .over 
all those who are present. at · the banquet. Then the old wana.n 
gi.ves a loud shout and all an~r her with a s1.m1la:r shout. 
and the ceremozv :ts com_pl$ted. 

COmparecl to the rituall.stic ceremoni.&s .o.r the noble-s, ·mar

riage among the tl"eemen and the s~rts Ya$ a much siJnpler a:tfair 

wi.tbout the gala trinmd.ngs and .ost&ntati.ous ga:therings wbi.cb rire 

characteristic ot the former. Marriages among these two lower 

-claSses :1n the society o£ the anci.ent Filipi.nos was pertormed by 

IIBl"e~ mald.ng the bride and groom drink trom the same cup, att.er 

wbi.ch ·the7 listened to their .few guests ·shoUt a· wish . tb&t tbe;r 

might live a long, prosperous. ani proll.fic tnarried ure. 
Marr:1.ace AJOOng the slaves was even more ~ the siJnplest sort i 

aecompl1shed w:itb.out the dr.l.nJdng cel"'Ellnol\V'. There was .no 1'est.1val; 

the bride and grooom simp~ sa:id to each other. ·-u.t ·us :marry." and 

commenced H.ving u husband am 'Wif"e.. Gen~ thett lords matched 

them . ani pronotlllCed tJlem aDarrl.ed. 

Ma.tri.Jnoey·in tJJ.e· pre-spanish times vas both monogati10'UB ·and 

polygamous. In JDC>st regi.ons. a JDan would ard1nari.ly ~ onl3' one 

22 Blai.r and Robertson. edB ... tb§. _PMHpptne _IsJ.ards. v. 
1.5.5-157. 
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~e; but there nre places 'Where a man· CC'Uld take· two or more 

Wive3 or as ma.qy as he could support. It 1$ believed that tbi.s 

custom was deriwd fr¢111 MohammeclaniSZil which had taken root in· Borneo 

before the Spaniards took possession· ot the . Philippines. From 

Borneo. the advocates ot the doctrine went to the islarrls to preach 

it.23 

There was DO bar 'to marriage between ·relatives; in f'act ·they 

considered i.t 1.mportailt to taka a wite onq v.tthin their f'audl,y, the 

ll881"er the l;'el,ationship, the bet-ter, .xcept. the first (legn.e of' con

~ty f'or .·they "&Qhol'l"ed and c:bastised ·and vigo~ws:b' puni.shed 

incest". Thus whil.e. uncles and nieces·, aunts and. nephews, and 

cousins could treel,y marry, parents and chil.dren, grandparents and 

grandcblldren could not do so in al\T• case. .Al.t.b.ough there were 

cases of' marriages 'between persons belonging to dttt-erent classes. 

1.t was the general practi.ce among the peopls to ma.rry within their 

rank.24 

DIVORCE AMJNG THE EARLY FILIPINOS 

The ancient Filipinos• though· genera.l.q monogamic.- did .not. 

hold thei.r ma..rr:1ages .1D:!1ssoluble. Their married lives continued 

2:3 Bla.ir and Robert.son, eds. • gn • .£!1!. •• XL. PP• 295-296. 

24 Tile. f'QW." reco¢.zed social classes· of' the pre-Spani;.sb. 
F111pinos were the nobil..1.ty ecaprising the chiei"s called daty. the 
:treemen c3lled. tip.D§. the serfs· C4lled d1p1ng !JP!!P.baY and the 
slaves ca1 1«! ~ saetr' J1d. 



14 

just as lo~ as there vas peace betwen husband and vUe. Tbe 

woman bad as much right as ber husband to repudiate ber spouae. It 

is interesting to note~ ~t ·part. o~ tbe. lll8rrtage ce1'ellllol\Y described 

in the preced1 ng pages aimcnmced the growna on. which the spouses 

could aak tor a di.v0~.25 
. . . 

U t.he- man was to be blamed and he parted trom biB ld1'.e, he 

.tor:reited tbe .dOwr,y. It it were the woman-who deserted the conjugal. 

abode to DJarr7 -another:, she vu Utldexo obligat.i.on to .return «lll the 

dowry and -~ pq an equal ..,un~ ~ n.r.. On t}le other ·.))and 1.t ~· 

left.. ~r husba.nd on a jw,t calule, sbe .•. ~ an absolute right to 

her ciowJ:7.;26 

ID tbe case ot a divorce atter the · birth ot chUdrttn, the 

14lole dowry' and the tine .tell to the chilclr&n arid it was .placed 

'Wlder the ~ -ot their r;ra.D:iparenta or- other responsible rela..; 

t.ives .. 

Native custoM c:H.ctated that the J18rried wanan shoUld pass 

to the. control ot her hu.sbanl 'Who was considerec:i. the lord o£ the · 

· t'amiJ.y'; \mt, in .tai.rnBss to })er, ~ was allowed certain rights. 

For t..'ds l"8&8on, a mn could not regard hia 1fite as a slave. but. an 

equal.. 

25 SUi¥'!. p .. 12. 
~ · . · . . ·· . · .. 
. · Blair .and Robertson, eds •• lb!. J!b~l;1Rp1.ntt 1Wn4s, v, 295. 
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A woman possessed d¢1e.s arid ri.gbta ot the boue and autbor

i~ over her cbild"m as muCh as her husband bad... AccQl"<U.ng to 

Father Pedro Cb1r:1no. it was the mother •" td:Clusi"fe ri:l}lt to name 

the ·chlld .. after b1rtb. She shared :1n the honors -o~ bor busban:l; 

retained ber maiden name. ani t"ree~ engaged in trade am buaimss. 

U she so desired. slut· could sue her hU3ban:1 tor divorce on groums 

or n.on-s\lppert and .cruel.t)". Ber equal.i-ty nth her husband vas a:tso· 

~snb~ 111 ~e ·iiianagailent of his af'.t'aira m ·wtneb ber "yoi:ee·was 

d8~tel3 a f'Orce to re~n ~th". 

An 1ntel.-esti.ng incidont in. ·anoient ~s so ot~n ~q~ 

-in histor.Y· books Ul.ustrates tlii.s . bea.utftul. custom ot our ~oreta

thers which is .carried on. to tht3 d.a.Y. We are told that . negotia

tions tor the purcha.ae .of · i.culands in t.he .islam of' Pal'la3' by SCM 

Bornean noblas lecllq Datu Put1. w:N stalled. The NaSOn vas~ The 

wi.te of nng Mlrikudo wb,o. owned the. l8.nd retwsed to approve t.be 

transaction unless she "lias given a gold necklae. l.1.ke that which 

the wife o£ na.tu FUt1. bad. The ·b\:Q'ers had to accede to the ~·a 

demanct or gi.ve up ·the negot1at1.ons. Thia incident not onq shows. 

tbat it -was a eu.sto111 1il those cJ.a.is tor the woman to axercU.e equal. 

rights vitb her husbard in the disposition of their property. It 

aJ.so Shows that the ·huband first ·consulted his llU'• ~hen about, to 

embark on an .i.mport;imt umertald.ng. 
'1'be FUiPinQ vUe .could acquire property am dispose ot 

whaW.V.er FQperty she personal.q ~ at the t.imB ot ber marri.age. 

She Could al.so inherit halt of the conjugal ga.il'Js of b$r ii~Brt"i.age 
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partDDrsldp W1.th her husband. l.r she lf$1'0 a legitimate da.ughtGr. 

she· vas entitled to a s.hare ot her parents• property equai to her 

brother. e· inheritance* 

Nati.ve la-.rs also gave the Filipi:na her legal status !.it tJle 

r~ and in the J?arangu.2:l She· could succeed to :tbe ·h&adShip (>~ 

a ~ and she cQUld suc.ceed- her husband as head of the :t~. 

Si:nce women were a.Uowed to occup.r political. .P0$1.~1o~, it 

waa not surpria~ therefore to b$ar of ~n 1dlQ rUl8d u some

parts of' the countey l)e.eo,re tile Spanis~ ~~. 'l'he reign .o£ a 

certain ~n -Sima o£ tho 'lWlgd(n of Cotabato -in the island ot Min

danao ba_s otten -'bcte~ cited as . an eD:Ilple. 

~en SiDB • s rule -was eonsidered JDOst exeel.lent. In her 

kingdom the .r.l.gbt ot a per_son .to Ids l.i.fe Wj_ch .be could ~- be 

depri.ved Of td.thout due ~ess or law was recognized~ But once 

conri.ct«i, be bad to bear the. tuU. ~l:cy. This the good queen 

upheld rell.g1ous:q even above her nearest kin • . She meted out ca~ 

i.ta:l purdsbment to · her own .son tor violation of a certain law ot 

her kingdom. 

Her peop18 were noted. f'Or their hoMsts'. Th.ings c;ln)pped on 

the road or EWJewbere in tb;eir kingdom rema1ned untouched.. In 671 

. .A.D. an Arabian IDOnarCh wanted to Yerity the truth of thi3 al.leg~

t.l.on and .so sent an emissary to her court to ·drop a bag ·ot gold in 

?:/ .A. poli~ical organizatiOn o.t th~ $S.rl3 Filipim~ * It is 
.equivalent to 11. potty state. 
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one ~ tb.Et streets of· Cotabato. 

The ·bag ot gold .was sti.ll on the spot atter two years • .so 

the stol"l" goes.. On t.he third year • t48 law of: the land vas vi.olated 

by Queen Si.ma•.s SOD who stepped on the bag of: gold. We~ on tb.e 

seal.~,. or justice, he.· was :t'ound gullt7 and was sextt.en¢ed to ·p:q the 

penal.t7 rith .his li.te. 

Other l"'Lll.ers would have placed .tamily ti.es above the lav, 

but to Queen Sima the l.aw liNS't a~ to all regardless o.f' birth or 

sociAl.. pos1.tion: am it lllUSt be suprenJS at all. costs. 

0n t.h& c:l.q" fixed· for her ·SOn IS &Xecut.i.on' he}" own stat$ Min-

isters Plaaded .tor mercy in behalf c>£ the elTing· pr1nce. As a 80'1'• 

ereign, she had pcuer to grai1t pardons. l"eprieves, and commutations. 

OUt ot consideration to her Jniniaters' o:t'£1.c:ial. solicitations~ she 

agreed to commute. the sent&nce, but her son's l&gs which diao~ 

the law must be ~tated. The min1sters ·again met and. re&somd 

out that a legless heir to· the throne was as .good as dead. The 

queen' s· b$art so.ftened at this plea, but. ·she decided sto1~ that 

the prina&'s toes lllUSt be aut. The prince courageous~ bore the 

verdict o~ his queen mother. He succeeded to the. throne upon his 

1110ther•a death. llith a rich experience in upholdi.ng the supremacy 

of the law ... 

Pr:i.nceas Urduja vu another well-lmo-w woman l"Ul.er who held 

sway cw()r a lar~ terrl.tol")T now called pangasi.na.n in the isl.an:l ot 

Luzon. With a group ot w:OI.'Il9n advisers ·to assist her, she capabla' 

discharged the admin:tstrat:lve duties o£ her ki.ngdOJD. Ren.OWned for 



her· brawr.y •. she baaded 8l'l ~· ot vomen, ,_ged war a.ga.wt tm 

su.rround.i.ng toJ:"rl.toriss • and placed theDl \bier. her rule. 
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Tha Filipino women cO'Illd a1so become pri.estesses. It vu 

their duty t.o -offer sacri.ti.ees i.n ·.religious £'unctions • to lldni.ster 

to the sick and t.tr1ng, to £ore"tell. tuture events. :and to ot'!'1.ei.at.e 

at marriagos. They commanded great respect among the peopl.B by 

whom their· services -were very nruch demanded.. .A.ecordil'lg ·to Euf'l'onio 

.M. Al:1p • there were ):QC)t"& priestesses than pr1.ests. 

The FU1p1DO men. loved and resp&ct.ed their women d.Ml"l.y so 

muCh so that tb.$7 pve 'the dotlr)" a,t. •rrlaP and vh.en a cq11plb • s 

fanrll\as q\l!UT61.1$d, the hu.sba.M usua.l.l.y sided. with hU wire's rel

atives even if' this act. meant tro'Ubl$ with bis own bro't,h~s and 

father.28 The veal.thy women were ~ed :in chairs and shaded b-c:n 

the scorching heat ot the sun .• 

fbe.re 1s. no be-tter proof" of" this hi.gh regard £or wcmen t.'lan 

the. laws promulgat$d to m:tte out punisbnlent tor o.ttensu against 

them. Tba best known of· these ~~·laws was cont&i.n&td. i.n t.he Cod• 

ot Kal.antiav .29 Th:1.s Code was exQGpti.onal.l;y considerate t.o wonaen. 

protecting them wi.th gallantry q~t.e unusual. in the Eut... ..Ut.hougb 

mec:tieva1 in· character as shown 1n t.he nature- o£ the otfel'li!Jes and 

Pw:aisbments the Code· nonetheless recognizes t.be e].eTated st.a.tu.s f . , 

ot: the Fi.ll.pino women. The fo:l.l..ow:1ng i.s an Engli.$h tn.nsla.ti.on ot 

28 Blair and Robertson, eds •• Q2• cit •• V • 117. 

29 ·The· Code was en£oreed f'roa l.433: t.o 161.4 by Kalantiall. t..~e 
th1rd. chief' ot Panay' Island. 
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tb& articles ar t:he Code with .re~ to- women:30 

Article J. Obey ,e·: No one ~hall have w.S.ves that are too y-Oung, 
· Ik)r :shall the7 be more · tban wbat be can take. care ot. He whO 
.tul.t1lls not, obeys 110t, Shall be condemned to swim .1'or 3 ho\lra, 
and :for the s&com time• he Sbt.UJ. be scourged w:ttb spines to 
death. · · · 

The above prOV'isions or. the Code prohib:1.t Child Dt.arri..agee and . . . 

were a deterril'C !'actor to po:Qrgam;y .. 

~J:ch 7. Be W!1o shoots with an-owa the· aged and the women at 
night Shall die.. . 

Arti.cle 8~ 'l'bey" ~be. ~"les tor a given t.iJne thos_, who 
~1 B.Wq the WQUIBn ot the headmen. 

Art.i,cle U. They shall ~ burned thos$ who by t'orce or ~
rd.ng steal .·~ t.be wolneri of the old JDen .. 

Vi.olations agai.rist ·WOlll911 were punished mercllessJ.v in accord-

ance. wi.tb the above provisions. 

Art1.cle 1.0. It shall be the obl.igati.on o£ t.h~ moth~r to teaCh 
her daughters ani prepare thEa £or womanhood; t~~en shall nc>t l;)e. 
cruel. to their wi.vea, nor should they pun:1sh them when ·they 
catCh them., !n fJ.agranti 1n the act ot adu1tery. Be who dis
ol)eys· this. shall be torn to p18ces arid thrown to the caywms. 

Th1s artic-le of" the law enjoins the Ja10ther. aa the teacher o£ 

her cblldren, to ec1u.~te thsn and to instruct. her daughters on rem-

. inine. eygiene so as to prepe.re them for their important tu.t\ir$ roles 

as wives- and 110thers. .It. also ':F"Otects vc:m&n fl"ool cruel hv.s"bands. 

:W Eutronio H.. All.p, P.OJitical Jm4. M.t.ural !t\S'tori ~ !0!. 
Phillpt?i!:!@s, (Manila, 19.50), I, SS-~7- · 
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110111;1n occupied an · ilaportant l'OJ.a.. The,y: clrried on . h~'I1S8hold ·in

dustries as spinriing, ~'Vi.n;. ne~:rk. and_ l"aising veeetables' 

bOJ, am poultry:.. They W'<)Ve , cl.oth~s- on very crude native btm:i..ma.de 

1ooms, :Uai:rig_• thread - -~ ~ cot\'.9n, pineappl.e, · aD:1 abaca. The,y 

also wove iJilkcl()th ll"OIIt -~~ imported from Qlina. They --~ 

.tM, ~s ot embroidery and lace-mald.ng. Since .rice lil1.lJ..$ were :,till 

~ .in f.hose dqs :they pounded rice tor ·their c~· s consUmp

tion .. an.d·.hel.ped ·tMir bwiba:nds i.Jt_pl.antiilg and bal"vesting ~:S.r 

crops on their tams. 



The. arrival. or the Spanish co1oniqrs ~hei'ed .·in a new Jid.l.e-

stoiie· in the lite at the. FUiPirio~ · Th~. ll8vcomers cut o£:t t.he 

Philippt.nes ~rom b$1" cultural conta~ li1~h her O;t,-ielltal. neighbors 

and drow bc,r wit.hUt the Wl.uence of th8ir LaUn c1:rl.l.:1zati.on, The;r 

brought along their Christian £ait.h. their cust~. la.ws .- ~ge. 

and institutions· which. in. the course of their iengt.to" ·.X'U.l.e, they 

i:GpO.secl upon the nat~ves with utter di.Sregard · ·~ the latter's bell.e:ts 

am tridi.ti.ons. 

THE .. Fna:PINO WOMEN .AND THE' N&l RELIGION 

It was plain .t'rc:m the beeinning that the prinCipal. aim ot 

Spanish coloniZation was t-o lead the heathen people into t.be Chri.s

tian £old. hence the truth or the. JNch repeated statelmnt . that 

wherever Spain 'V$Jnt she carried t.h.e cross in one bard and the aword 

ill the other. The Spaniards converted the Filipinos ·into Christian• 

ity soon after their ru:Le was s~CUNd. bi· their milltar.Y might. The 

new rel.igion readi..q tourn 1r1tU'9" .adhe~nts among the people; it fls

peCi.al.l,y •ppealed to the women or t.be u,pper class. Leading the 

earl18st com"erts was the n16ce or Chief Tupas,, a ruler that w1•lded 

great pow'er in the isl.alld ot ~bU. lktr exampl.e was ~atel;r 

folloWed ·by other high ranking women. 

Some of 'the comrerts m.a.ni.tested their dev:otion and £ai.th by 
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perf'-or:adng acts of ehari.t~ ·aueh a.s regul.arl,y gi.viriC: a1u to tbe 

~ and attending the nc~. Th~ al.so pre&~ th• e9spel to the 

people on tbe streets. O't,pers l.ike Antonia Escuerra _and Roaa 

Prieto ~- Man1Ja t'Urned. the.ir backs to a lUe ot ••• aJld pl.easur• 

in .tater ~a rellgio~ l.i:.te "in ine Beater1.() o~ Santa. Cataiina .• 

still. Others lecfby Asuncion Ventura, Ign&cn.. de~ Espiritu Santo. 

Cri.s.tina. Gonzalss. t$0dora de: JeWs am .Ana Marga:ri:t.a. ldlo ver. .all 

JDBIIbers . ot wU.-~o-do 1'am111es, joi.Jlecl~allgious ~ngregatioN anc1 

founded schools and O~S· for g'irls.l No~ a t.., extended P\v•• 

1eal. he1p to the building, d*C()l"&ti()n. and mai.ntenanee ot ch~eh•s 

while the rich gave val.uab:t$ . gil't~ in the form or l'eal. ••tat. tor 

tbe. i.rlCOnte _ot: the church $nd px>eeious jewel.s with wtttch t~y be• 

4-e.c)a;wj the ·clothing of' reUgiows images. Such was thf) zeal ot 

these t«>IIJ$n iba.t through their works- the;y were 'instl"Uml!tnt.al 1.n 

br1.riging mare and IIOr& ot their coUntryman i.nto the .folds o.t Cbrie ... 

"tian1ty-. This placed them . high 1n the ·est.1Ju;.t1on or· the £r1ars :wbo 

did .· not f'aU to recognbe their va:l:uable hel.p tor the propagation 

ot the Faith. 

The spaniards introduced ·nOt only' the Chrl.stian .·. rel1gi.on wt 

also ·-their customs and . traMt:1ort.s. They taUght the Fillpino VOII:I&n 

their mothers• ways and made her the veey ·i.mage ot the Vgatn the7 
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lett ·beh:i.OO 1.n their native SpUn.2 Hence ·rrom· ¢bil.dhood, tho Fi-

lipina was tra1ned to be mek.- doe:Ue. · and obed:ient to her . ~nta. 

to go to church regul.al'>ly. to retei.w the rosar:r. nevfi!ir t.o make a 

show ot her romantic ernotio~UJ, and to -regard all men as the repre

sentatives o£ ~. 

lfav:l.ng. been very parti.cular .about• their womon•s chastity •and 

l!lOdesty as ill tbe days ot old, !IIley Fi.li.pinos rea~ assim1lated 

the· Spanish Social. praat.ice of placinft their women under all sorts 

of ~eal. ~tection. They put heavy- bars on the wi.MoW$ of their 

·llQuses and prohibited WU'e- or daughter to go out to the street. or 

to social. functions unattended by' a duefia who ~ sv.pposed to watch 

fSVecy move of' her charge and never to let her out .or her s:ight. 

Their opinions .about a . .tl1rt whom: they call.ed ~g.sla.w were 

not· complimentary. The extent to. Whi.ch thq chastised a tllrt an:1 

valued honor and prudence· is expressed in ··the f'ollo'Wing vernacular 

quotati.ons: 

J.. "Ang dala.ga.ng maga.so 
Ay parang as:i.n sa salero. 
A:ng dal..aga.ng aagaslav 
Ay parang aSi.ng mahahansy. u 

(A girl who is a f1irt 
Is like sal.t in the salt~. 
A girl 'Who. is a ru.rt 
Is llk-e sal.t ready for the meal..) 



2. 11Ang dal.aga.ng ·. nagpoponnal. 
Sa" ~ kal.agayan 
Hindi pagpapahamakan 
Nino mang walang p.itagan. • 

(The girl. 'Who beha:tes 
As she should behave 
Is respected b,y ~ 

·i Even the moat daring.) 

). • Ang ma.M,nhing_ ·dal.aga 
Sa ld.lo~ tq l21&ld.kilala. .. " 

(A, virtuoWJ woman~is recogniz-ed 
by h$r a<:tJ.ons .. )"" 

The· ~ of the V:i.sqans prescri.bed certain rules o£ mora1. 

comu.ct tor wom.en. SOma ot these l"Ulas, according to TeOdoro Kalav. 

are as- follows: 

l. "Be . careful. a1ways, 'Wherever 1ou. may_ba, as i.f you have 
wi.th you a very delicate object. baeaU,e one ts hollCJr 
is ea$1.]1' St.ainad.; n 

2. 1'From your childhood, whi.le you ha.~e not yet been 
tou.obed, ~t l.ikG a spring ·from which no water has 
~t been tal<Bn. accustom yourselt to be a fruit not 
yet :1.n season to- be. eaten, and be jeal.ous over your 
puri.ty. so that you are not. easi.l;r earrl.ed ·awa;r by 
even the most tl.eXi.b:ta object. • 

3. "Do not y:teld to _IU'/3 man~ wboever he 1fJJq be because he 
is just. like the vine that. a~s entwiries itselt upc>n 
something, or li.kD the boa that al.~s jumps upon its 
preJ"-" 

4. III)o not accept arw pres$'1lt; it i.s j1l.st l..i.k8 a bUt wbich 
you are expected to swa.l.J..ol.f in cn-der to be caught." 

5. "Do not be pleased over words of endea.noent, because 
honey, EJ"f'en though sweet • if' used to eomm1.t sin. leaves 
bitterness attervards." 

3 AntotW:> Isidro. PhlliJlJ2ine Social~ il!l ~ (Mani.la, 
1953). pp* JS9-Jb0· 



6. -no not eo out. alene • . me the ~4 or the dove ot 
the ~oreirt; alwqs go out wi.t.b ,.our aot.ber, t:l.lng to 
bar just as a bat-·Voul.d cling t.o a tree 'bra.ndl; . 1t you 
Jlltl8.t sepapte .·~ro. her .• be Yigil..ant aJ.vays, just l:ike: 
a tikaro~..,- vbeil :1t allght.s. • 

7. •4YQ1d the cc.pai\Y' ot l.ice~Jtiaws. voeen, ~or to ~oll.ov 
bad co.mu.-ct 1~. jUSt as destruct.iw as kogon set on -fire. • 

8. •:tn the tOwn• do not co to out-ot- the-way places in search 
f>t .. ~· ;Jor0\1#• It iS preterrabJ.e that you return 
cl~ tha day in Ol"der to pass the night at home;, but it 
i.t is ~t p(>ssi't)l.e be<:aU:Je ot dilft;ance, dO not he l1.ke 
~ b1.i"d tbat ~ts on the :ti.rst ·branCh :1t 00irl8s to; 
loOk tor a ~~- ot g~ reput-e·. • 

9• itYQur dres:$ ~hoW.d ~t be too loQ~e as to uke you· look 
.l1ke tb8 ·~~k· vben 1,_ u ~ 1tselt 1.n ·the- sun; 

-nei.t~r &ho\Od ~t -~ :so titb.t and . shOrt. as U it bad 
been lopped ott; 1.t is uglier tO ~ h-old ,-our dress- as 
to sbov your knee~. ev~ When ~g have to ~. thl"'Uib 
a stream or pss a ~· place." 

-The Tagalogs t opinion or cha$ity-and lll0d8.sty 1:s ~ssed 

in Jlmna at. Fel1 a {Urbana and Fell.sa.} a book authoi'~ by Fa~•r 

Modesto de Castro. SOme advi.ces regarding these virl~s given 1n 

tbe book-are u toll.ow: 

The -.other should bear :1n miDi. that the honor and ·pm'iiy 
o:t __ a ·l.lt41 ·1s l.1.k8 a piece or class 'Which. a eas:tq sta1.ned 
by' tbe sligtlt.est bl'eath • • • -Tbere :1s anc>ther Undesirabl$ 
cust~ ~cb nf)ey parent should &Void. Mter -the suitor is 
admitted· and due courtesi.e~ .·Ue· given t~ aotber al.l.ows tbet 
lad;r ancl ber ,suitor toe· talk ,alone.. In. such a ~ituation. 1a 
·not the lad;y. comparable to a doe cba.~ by a <lQg Vhich eari
not stop until sbe is oaugb.t and Jci 11 edt It the 11110ther will. 
tiq that abe baa confide~ in the natura1 v~ues ot her 
daUghter·, r shall · answer that $le is pla~ ber daughter in 

4 A bird • 

.S 4 . birth 

6 Ia1dro, ,sm. .£!1.; , PP• 36o-361. 
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t.be danger' of' losillg her .}jonor and puri.ty;. You sh()Uld teach 
,.our daugbter to .f'ear :G«i• not to show lier teeth in Smtios, 
to· be mOdest am ~uou~ . :1n Ol:'der that she ~ gain -tb• 
r'$spet::t or the .g~t.~n. Do not permit her gl&nCt).s :to rev~ 
her ~rib~ na~'tir¢· Don't .al).or.r. ~ur daUgliter _to ~ her21elt 
at :th~ ~W: al.~s.. l..1ke • bunch ot grape:; on the ~si.de 
ceX:postd to the temptatiOn. of' .every passer-b,Y. •7 

women: 

SO. provor.b3 al.so show the people's loW ·regcird or ~est 

-1. •-o.w.... bU.ka. · s · · · · kaban 
A "'tj, . a.ng . . f 

Magkak:asala; binal .. man. " 

(When the. trunk is open 
FX'en thB Sai.nts wUl ·be tel!lpted.) 

2.•. "Ang k:ahQY" na ba.bad •. man· sa :tubi:g 
Sa apqy l!uwag ihpi:t . 
tfapag . naQarang nang ildt 
Sapi.ll.tan magdiri.ld.t." 

{A piece 0£. woQCl 
· However soaked in wa:t&r 
It put 1.n tM !'ire 
Will dry am 1n · ume· burn~) 

'·· nAng· ul.8iu na tinangay ·"' .A:;o ay 'nal;avayart na." 

{Meat sr~:~cb.&<i by' a ~og .. 
~ady i.s we't vi~h ~ saliva 
No J.;onger ti.t ·to ·e-.t .,;) 

7 ~., p. 36i. 

a~ •• p .. J6l.. . . 
9 «-.-..:.. . -r-.a ..a- . ·TM·· ~hill'P'¢.m Jiliueat10nal §I;ste."ll . {Manil.a, 

AII!-'V~u..O .. ~..~M~o v' ·- ~ -- . 
1947) • PP• ?-8. 
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tablisbment of $chOOl.s 1n the Philippines tc> · teach the Chri:sti.a.n 

religion and .. the Cilstil.l.an .lang:uage. Cotnp:q.i.ng :wi.th these orders 

-parish priests establi.shed mission schools. Since tbe b-ee al'¥1 

trusted association or bo,ys and. g:trls was not allowed. .eo-educatum 

cU.d not exi.st. 

The .education o£ the Fill.pina. during the era did not go be

yond rudi.Jrsntary schooling. Based on the .runcta.mental. ai.m of the 

Spa.ri:l.sll crown. to devel.op %110l"al an:t religious ~.:t.i~~m$. 1 t .to ].lowed 

the pattern ot established Spanish soeia.~ eustQJilS. In aceor<lanC$ 

wi.th this aim t.be curri.cul.um centered on Chr1sti.an doctr.Lno and. 

rules ot courtesy. The double standards ot morality o£ ·the time 

demanded that women should be educated onl3 tor the three C • s .. 

too chil.dl;"en. the church, and cooking. Yhieh ws siJnilar to the 

education o£ vomen. in Europe eonf'ining them to their home duti.es 

and the service of the church. In the provinces au the education 

that the girl.s received was hardly more than the abi.l.ity to read 

the noy:enal.O and the Jllissal am to pray ·the rosary. Reac::ling was 

encouraged by the priests 0~ to ~nable the gi.rl.s to .read the 

!2ctt1M, onstiamhll th.e ll.ves or Christ and the saints, and the 

prayers. But lfriting, al.though part or the curr:tcu:tum. was not gi.ven 

emphasis to pl"'f.!!"V-ent intereOII'lJ!rul'd.eation among the inhabitants of the 

dll:ferent towns am provi:l'lees. Some parents who were strong~ iri-

lO Nine-day prayer. 

n Chr1:$tian Doctrine. 
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f'luenced bJr Spani..sh ~ irdire~ helped the pr1este toward 

·th:is end £or tlley were very lllUch against their daughters • leaming 

to write.l2 It was. their opilrl.on that their daughters would cer

respcmi ~~ w:t.th the ma1e ~ 1:t the)". knew how to ¢.te. This 

was considered almost an ot.tense. 'l'bis atti.t\lde c.r· the ~nte 

coupled with the ~ idea that ~·s pl.aee is in the home 

contributed to· th& slow ··progress or women •s ed,ueat1on. 

The Span:i$h :g~verilment ·. in Madrid enacted laws. to teach. the 

Spa.niSh .~ ~o the. na.Uves. but tba .officials sent. to go'ietn 

the ~land.s did .all they could to prevent the people .from lSa.rn1ng 

the h.nguage and frOIIl pursuing. higher· etudies ... Th&y.·.teare(i that 

j the more enl:igbtened the peopl~ were. the strQnger they ~uld be 
. 

··.i 

to. rebel· against the mother country. Prior . to 1863, the o~ books 

that could be foum :in~ islands were the eatechi81l, the _pa.ssio~ 

0£ Christ,. DQ'!'SJ!f!S-. Jlli.raCle tales of saints. and folklore I!Jtories. 

The first. gU-J)s .schoOls wet"$ · establl~ in }ofanUa by the 

:friars before the Edueat:1onal. .Decree or 1663. These. schools were 

intended tor the daughters or the Spaniards but later included Fi

llpina gir1s.· 'l'h& oldest of: these institutions was the Colegio .cie 

sta .. P9i;en.e1ana f'OW'ldEtd l.n 1391, later fUsed with CQ:\,egio de sta. 

12 .Accor~· to L. Higg1n in bis Spanish ~ !a I.2lm.IJ!!. 
eount.a;, th~~ were . fathers or the 1%pp8:z.- classes. i.n Spanish . sOciety 
in the fiJ":Jt hal£ o£ th!l -~9th century who preterred ·that their 
dau,ghters sllould.. not lEW.'n to react or wrl.te • espeeia.l.J,y tbe- l..i.tt~r. 
as ~t onq ·~mab.led ·1:.bem to ~d letters cl.arrlestl.n&~ rece~vad .fmm 
lovers and .to repl3 to them. 
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Isabel. ~ch was !'-owned in 1.632. Tbr.ee other ear~ girl~H schools 

were the Colegios de sta. Rosa, sta. Catal.ina, and La Concordia. 

The g1:rls • ·schools t$ll under• twC) pneral types .. riaJilely the 

colegiof iarxl the £eater).-ps_. The ..first pr(7Vided t'or academic a.rn 
vocational traini.ng -o£ the Jtirl.s WiJs. the S&COB:l ~r(t ()l"pba.nages 

c>~ ·.convents :where gi.rls and Women who wanted seclusi-on coul.d ·u.ve. 

The ~~r.tos OUt~ted. tbe eolerlos:. 

-~and_ seco~ ea\icaUon wei'$. bOth given. Besides 

z-ellgion,tbe. girls wo learne<i eross stitch, eml;)roidery'. crochetp 

sewing. reading, writing, .am ari.~tic. l-hlsi.c , and paiiltil\g were 
elective subjects and -~ girls showed•. prorl.ci.eney in pl.ay;irlg ~e 

piano and t~ harp and in paint~ .• 

Cc:auent1ng on the -girlS • work "in schools. Encarnacic:m Alzona, 

an authority on education 1n the PbillpPines • said that •"rbe greater 

part. of ihe girls' time was devoted to re]j,.gious pMet.i.ces, long 

prayers, am :frequent Visits_ to the · chapel. ldrl.ch Wa.s to be. !'oum in 

"er,. schoo1 .. "33 

1n the col.orlos, the girls lived a secluded lite. They Were 

subjected to var.ious l"U]ss BJ:ld. regulations governing their cotxluct. 

Th$y nre .not f'ree to c~ ·on love a!':f'Urs; neither were they :tree 

to ·receive Visitors except their parents .and rel4tives. Every letter 

ac:k:tr.seci t.() t.herit had to pass through the hands ot the bead mistress 

ot the school. and .its recipiAtn:t;. must open it in .her teacher's pres-

l) AJ.zoria, The Fllipi,no; Wgnan, p. 28. 



enc$. Love lette:r"s were burned. 

There· were girls f'rcm the pronnees who atteni.ed the 3Choob 

in Man1la to learn sociAllM.tlners, but qui.te often they .tai.l.E)d to 

attain their aim ~or class <ii.sUxletion between the Mstiz! ~ l.4 the 

~h girl., arid the F.Uipina was str~ marked. ~en a:tter the 

establiShment of pubUc sch(Jols in villages and tQwna. bi virtue o1' 

the :&lUCS.tionaJ. nee~ ot ~J • most girls of the Poo~r cl.asses 

~ at bane and helped their mQthers perform tbe: household 

chores and .·taJt$ care. ot their little brothers and sisters. They 

also worked on the :f'arm to hel.p earn a ll:vellhood :tor the .f'ami.]Jr. 

Again behinl this parents • utter negleet ot their daughters' educa

tion was the age-old ·ideal that a woman ·should stay at ·home. 

The demand tor teachers made it· neces$3.1"Y' for the superior 

civil g0'1emment to order the organizati-on in 1871 ot a nonnal 

course in the muni.cipal school :for girls in Manil.a. .Another school 

:tor w~n :prilnary teachers was opened in 187.5 :in Nueva Caceres. In 

1892 ~en Spanisl\ rn1.e w.s ~ at :1ts em. a regular traini.ng 

school for women teachers vas establlshe<i i.n Manila. It was named 

the Superior Normal School £or Wcnen. ~ Ministr.Y o! the Colonies 

draf't«i i.ts eUl.Ti.eul.UIIl and regulatiol'lS wtrl.ch vere approved by the 

Queen Regent Ma.ria. Cristina o£ Spairi.. Agust1ilian. nuns 'Who were 

tamOUS for thEd.r -.biU.ty were plaCEid in charge Of thi.s official 

nonm sChool .. 

lJI.. A girl.. ot Spanish and Filipino parentage. 
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The curri.cul.UIJl ot t.h& normal ceurae compri.Hd the tollo~ 

subject8: Religion ancl et.h.i.cs. C&still.an grumar, 1"Nding, ar1thmet1e. 

geogra~. ~ry o£ Espafia and Fil.i.pl:na$• pri.nd.pl.es ot hygiene 

a.M. domltstl.c eeo~. ~UUSi.c ·• sing:i.rg. general pl'inciples ot ~ca

t1.on, D8thods of teaching ani 'their practieal. applioaUon 1n the 

girls' model. school. and :work ot a:u ld.n:is sw:t.bl.e tor WO!Qer\ such as 

eew!ng. veavirlg. embroidery., cutting garment:.. and 1.ron1ng. 

Graduati.Ort .trom the Superior Nol"DS&l. School. tor Women Teachers 

was the highest, attai.nment open to WC)Den in the Ph1.l1J?Pines at the 

tima. ·S1nee no other b1.gh institutions adlldt.ted lrol'l&n, sOD8 or the 

t.al.anted ones quenched t.beir thirst tor education ~. thi.s schoo-l. 

·Maey or our elder~ women oc~ responsible positions in va:r.ious 

public and ptivate of'riees to~ tiere trained as · teachers und.er 1t.s 

root. 

'l'be Fili.pilios q a whoie .to~ woman•s ·education very defi

cient • but since to spl;\Wlk agai.nst the PQ.liC:ies or the sovereign 

ruler invited trouble. there was not. much they could do a~ut it. 

But th$!;'8 were brave ones who·. in one wrq or another. did speak out. 

their minds. Our foremost national hero, Ill". Jose RUal.-. llhose fe&r

l.ess · exposures or the soci.al. . ills of the SPazii,sh rule in his novels 

s'!lbji;cted him apd lds .tami.l¥ to unjuSt persecut.1on.s. hAd much ~ ~Uf.Y 

by ·~ ot Crlti.ci.stn a\x)Ut. the educat.ion given to· hti eountryl«)nen. 

In a ].etter ~· wrote 1n Taga:l.og to the young women o£ }'alolo~ in 

1889, he poi.nt$d oat. tha;t.th&y were being Dd.slsd. to believe that 

re~ousnes-s consi.$ted 0~ lo~ penods spent on the ~s. reeitWc 
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long prayers and C»lmti.ng huge r.osaey bead.s, donning re,ligi.o~ habits •. 

beliBvi.ng .taJ.semiracles, reading noyenas. spendlng money laVis~ 

for the church.. gj.vin~ f'ees to the friars f'or masses or thanksgi.vin", 

and ld.ssing the.· fr.Sars~ hands. 

Dr. Jose Rizal. e.iliphASu..d to: these womn that they were net 

ge~ting t.b.e right ld.rd or ec:tuca.tion am. tnaref'ore advi.sed ·them to 

open their eyes ·to t~ sbortColrd.ng becauSe Ul)on th.em dwol.ved the 

ail...:important. -<iuty of' bri.rlgirig ·up tbefr ehildi-$n -W.ll. •The J>E.iOple· 

ca.nnot expect. hOl'lOr', nor prosperity.a he warn&d ... so 1ong .a~ :they 

will ·educate their chi Mren in a wrong way, so long as the woman who 

guides th& ch:Ud in his first steps i.s slavish and ignorant. No 

good •ter CaJIBS f'rO(ll a turbid, bitter spring; no savory .fruit comes 

!'rem an acrid seed.•~..5 

1-farcel.o ll. del. Pilar, another patriot and writer. w.rOt.e from. 

Ba.rc.elona. Spain, in 1899. enjoini.ng his cpuntrywanen ·tQ struggl.e 

f'ar a better edua:tt10n.l6 Like Ri.za~~ he said that •Virtue do.es 

not consi.st in rec~ting ejaculatory prayers, beating the :chest, ard 

other external. .f'or.ms. The virtue that iS. . most . acceptable to the 

Creator cons1.sts in cul.tivating the Jldni, wtll.ch He. in His infinite 

l.O.Ve. bestowed .pn ·.man that it may- serve hiDl as a toreh in · the path 

·lS· Juan M. auu·· and Jo~ti.i1a D~ Constantino, eds.. ~-.. 
coytt~ ~- Mat-riagp Oranil.a~ 1954), :PP• l.JS-1.48. 

l6 .uzonn, The _FillpinQ ·woman, ·pp. 'J6•'J7• 
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The ~ter i"urther urged the women to i.Dlpr.cwe their r.d.nds by 

st~ am to teach What the;y·leamed to· their ne~ f'el.lo'wnien. 

0 An uncultivated udn:l. u he told them. •is l.i.k& a beaeort lfi.tho'\lt 

~t; instead of guiding mariners. i.t .lsa.ds them to disaster~ n 

COUI'tshiJ2 and _enga~ment.. Winning a ruaiden 1 s heart during 

the •s~nish tlJ:rles was a ·tr_ving ordea.l for both ·the man. and the 

Wol'IJan. Tr~ to obey, to keep quiet, and to repress her EmlO.tions 

and imbuad nth admonitions by the f'riars and her parents on how t.o 

save herself' £r0111 the Devil.. the Filipina eyed the world w:1th no 

l.i.ttlo misgiv:i.ngs and was kept constant~ on guard againSt t.Em1pta

ti.ons. Very conwon advi.ces- were to thi.s ettect:. Men are the DEwU 

i.ncarnate; Men are just like the balete "t;ree that Emtwinos atxi 

smoothers the tree to wbi.eh it c-lings; Men can be eompared to the 

boa constrictor which jumps· on i.ts prey-.._ Beware o'£ · thero. 

TbQ servi.ces of a go-between in courtship. though not entire

:cy- ruled out • tji.d not help much £or the yeung woman ~- was al

l.o"Jed to step out without a chaperon. This llli-ght be her mother, or 

father, or spinster aunt, or an elder sister. If' anyone o£ t.~ese 

we~ not ava:i.laol.e. hel" brother or younger si.ster was assignad to

-keep her c~. m\leh to her di.scomt'ort.. EVen at ho.,_,. she was 

.guarded when .male Visitors came: arollnd. She ~s-. not. '&llowed to hear 

conversations d&al.ing. wi.th l.ove o:r- scandal; her mail. was stri.etl3 

censored and someti.!lles did oot reach her at all for j.t fell into the 



bandS .or her parents_. tmd&r these circUili.St.anc~s tbe young man would 

fi.l¥1 i.t ditficu.l.t to taJ.k with the girl ot his ~. 'l"he s~st 

WBi1 to talk with her was to· nsi.t her wi.th her- parents' consent.. But 

during this 'ri.si.t. he did not have as much 1'reedom of speech as he 

w1shed. to ·haVe, and the · col'lVersati.on was abOut almost ~hint umer 

the sun, except ~ave. President Manuel . Luis Quezon . axpJ..ains thi.!l 

phase of oo¢~p c!Uririg bi8. y-ounger days at the turn or tm century: 

When a girl was visited i.n h~r hOme. she was n6t permitted 
to s:tt near the . sui. tor, and someone was always present so tb&t 
th~ . conversation could not re:ter to anythi.ng .so personal as the 
.subject ot the call. In ·nry town (Baler) , the young •n wo1.1ld · 
be asked to . si.t on a bench - ard the prEJ"'ai.ling rules o:r eti
quette required that one muat · not walk strai.ght. to the ~nch, 
.but had to do it step. by step. stopping af'ter each s~ep, until 
t.ha invitation to sit dolltl was repeated three times. Then at 
last tbe tortured victiin. would .have. the right to sit down. 
Tho ,gi.rl. would sit at the . .farthest point nay~ the mother or. 
the chaperon si.tting wi.th. solemn :race between them.J.7 

Needless to- say• urx:ler thi.s ooixiition. courtship o:tten lasted 

tor )'ears. In those da3-s. there prevail.ed a bell.G:t' that the longer 

the young man spent to win a girl's· heart. the 'better. It meant 

that she would f'c0rever be. true· -to. her vows. 

Quezon recounted anc:tther pe:nnissibl.e Jll.lU'\tler ot courting that 

et1abl.ed h:iJn to tal.k with the girl or his dreams' - the serenade: 

The serenadi.ng consisted ot standing in front of the girl's 
·house arter the :tamil3· bad retired· for the ·evening. and f'rom 
th$ street p~ melA~ho)3 tunes and singing J,c,ve ditties. 
Some auStere mothers wOuld let the serenaders rEtpJ:lin long 1n 
the street be.tore inviting them to come upt doubtless in the 
hope that the int~ers would get tired ani leave. Usu.Ul3, 

1.7 Manuel Luis Quezon, .The ~- Fight (New York. 1946), 
pp. 2J-24. 
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lwwever, after the third ~election,· the lamps· were lighted. an:l 
the chevalisrs. invi.ted to come up. Then Would follow an im
promptu dance lol'hicb would .laSt d~~nding upon the boldness ot 
the suitor. untU tw<> -or three o• clock_ in the moroing. Th& 
music on such occasion consisted o:t a nute or a violin an.:l a ·gUitar.lB . . •. . . . . . . . . . .. 

U the l.over' s suit was not acceptable to the parents or to 

the- girl. pretexts were made for the girl. not to receive the visi.-

tors; but .if" he Md won. their favor, the young gir~ was ,made to. ap-

p~~ 1.n the hall.. It Wa.s not a CU$'tom to shake hands.. but should 

the man offer his h.and, the girl did not exte~ all her tingers tor 

!'ear that he lflight be tempted to taka -~fl,.r tu"n1 ani Emlbr&c:e her. Such 

act would bring dishonor upon her and her .f'ami.ly and force her to 

marry him. 

The. ~ria1s an:l tribulations· ot a young man in courtship 

generaJ.:q extended thrOugh a. long period b&eause the new religion 

brought by the Spani:.u"ds regarded llWTia.ges pert"o~d by the ·Rolnan 

Catholic Church as sacred and indissoluble and sine& the woman be-

J.ongs to a weaker sax, it was ~rta.nt that she be guided by her· 

parents in the proper selection of her llfe-1ong mate. 

The engage:nent ot the two lovers was no less arduous and 

circumspect. There came the mu.tua1 tests ·and prohibitions to deter

mi.ne the sincertty ot eaeh other's ~factions.. Both the girl and 

her betrothed en.umerated dots and don'ts that each expected the 

othe:r to comp)¥ 'Wi.th at .all times and .at all costs. A few examplas 

are; :I don•t ·~nt. you to go to a dance or a party which I Will not 

lB ~·t P• 24,. 



attend; I don•t wairt. to see you tal.k with that gl:rl./boy; I want you 

to find a ~· to meet me to~t; :r don • t 1mnt you to go to the 

city; Keep f'rom 8%\10~ our love relatU>nsh1p. .:It is evident that 

these tests are very unreasonabl.a, but lavers used thent ·al\.'VWSY as 

they considered that str:ict ccmpl.i.arice to then! prov~ ot1e • s ·unc\1ing 

l.Qve. 

tJsual.l,y. the lovers kept their engagement a sec;re:t, even :t'rCD 

their Jd.ns and closest .!'ri.erd.s. T.hi3 was especi.a~ tru.e on the 

girl's pal"t. It was not in good taste to be showy ot one•s ar.tee,... 

ti.on to thei opposite sex.. Besides, the girl.•s i.nnate shyness. and 

modesty kept her f'rOlll doing so. Girl.S in those days .grew up with 

the ideal . that J.o,re was sacred and U' the -engage100nt. were broken,· 

the jilted gi.rl. would be suojected to ridicUles and she earned an 

unsavory reputati.on of' having promised herseU to a .man Who did not 

marry her. 

The g.i.rl. was alWays. mcpected to kaep ·her prom:tse to marry 

her l.over, except when there were sei':lous obsta.cl.es on too· way. If' 

a man S't$al.t~ ld.ssed her~ she had t-o marry hi:rll whether .or not she 

l.oved• him. or was e~ed ·to another silnpl,y to avoid seandaJ. that 

vould Sl!Bar her rerutatioil. Thi.s attitude re1'1eeted not o~ the 
. . . ~ 

Fi.Upino's deep regard tor a. woman's honor·. but a.lso the Oriental. 

rata.li3!1l expressed in the vernacUlar. Ta:l.am ng D:Los (The- WUl or 

God). 

If' the engagement were parental, the yoUl'lg man vas .t'I"aa to 

vi.s1.t his sweetheart as wall as hi.s prospective. in-laws. He gave 
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them discreet gifts nov · an;:!. then am he was treated as ·a .. liiber of 

the ·family but this did not maan that his mari"i3ge to · the maiden 

waa a ·certa1nt7. He. li'JUst yet urxlergo another long ordeal that would 

test his capabilit;r or becoming a goOd husband. a eu.stom which ·.bad. 

its roots in ancient time$. When a . man· had~· dowry to .gj.ve-. M 

rendered . ~ee • hiS ~rson:U semces tQ :~e f'amil¥ ot tAil g;b-l.,; He 

·~. in tha·bcme of his .:f."utur& bride and was ·OXJ.>O<Jteci. ·to ~ lti.vl~ 

self genera~ useful in and abo\lt the household. He lllU.St be care

fUl. not to otten:i t.hEt members o£ the girl's ~~,. espee~ the 

elders; othel"Wi.se. the parents wO\lld replace hiin with .another suitor .• 

·There were eases., though. in -Wich parental. 11npositi.ons we". 

avoided. In this re:speet the girl ·could exercise some freed0111. 'When 

the betrothed pair could not lnrl.t, the young girl. presented her sweet.. 

heart to the parish priest to WOIIl she declared that she had just 

elopect.·wi:tb him and that they want.ect .~be 'lllli.t~ in. ho~ WEKllock. 

Tba curate had no choice but to llliWZ7 the pair, 1i" the;y were of mar

riageable · ag&s. "Yen without . the cons~t of their parents. On the 

contrary, U' the man ran away with the girl, be was severe]$ punished 

ani .t.b.e girl. was returned to her parents. Somet~s to avoid being 

r.epl.ao(K! l;>y ~other .Sui.tc;)r, a young man, With .Qi3 . SW&Eith&art-•s con

sent, took m&.t~li.i.al ~rties witb her. Thus .t}}e ~nts were 

obliged .to consent to their marriagE'. 

Ill!; dwr:£. If the pair· decided to l:llU'r<J, the yotUlg roan • s 

parents or .guardians, so~ti.Jnes accompAnied by inn-uentiai men in 

town 'Mho could not ~ ref'used by the girl1.s parents, went to ask fo-r 
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her hand in marri.age. They usua.l.iy brought with them cigarette', 

lmz2..l9 and basi.20 for t-he ent.erlai.nment of the t;irl' s tolJcs ani. 

·~heir own party. A.tter the preliminaries consisting ot mutual '!tow 

do )"'011 do's • and c;ons'.ll:tati.ons a:rd.dst smold.ng the cigarettes .or 

c~ the ~. or· drinking the .basi, the f'at.her or the mother ot 

the girl broached the subject about the dowry. In the Spanish ·t1:nes, 

the dQWl."y was gi.ven for the girl's benefit in eontra:Jt to the ~tor~~ 

in ancient tilnes vhen even the 1110ther and the nurse .shared a .part or 

it. The dowry could be i.n the form of' house, money, jewels, work 

animals, or other ki.nds or property that would assure tho girl • s 

parents tha.t their daughter would not be destitute in tho tuture. 

M. Paul. de Geroniere. a French physi-cian who livod for twenty 

years 1n the Philippines duri.ng t.he first half' of the nineteenth 

century and had di..rect contact with. our -:peopl.e. gave a detailod des

cri ption of hoW' the. dowry was elaboratel3 discussed 1n the talks 

between ~ girl.' s parents and relatives a."ld the young man • s envoy,. 21 

He .snd that the speeches were 1n· an oratorical style arki the res

ponses were siJn:i.l:trly shrouded i.J).Jey'$tery. Bot..~ the youn& man's 

am the girl.' s advocates were care:rul not to hurt the feeling5 or 

the other party. According to Oeroni.ere~ the girl •s advoeate spoke 

fir~.. He related the story o£ a . young man .and a yc)ung WOCl9n who 

l.9 A mixture of betel. nut, betel l8at' and limo ~ 
-enewed bT. old .folks 1.n the Philippine$ • 

20 strong native wine made from sUgar calVl. 

21. Leopoldo R. Se~o, •tlhen Grandpa Went A-Courting," 
fbiliPPine Revi.!."!e May, 1954. PP• JJ-J4. 
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were marri..ed wi.thout alV material. possession they could cal.i .their 

own. 'l'he ypung liOOWl )'aS V&I7 ba4).y oft for several years. but 

~he~ hardships ended at).d she beca.u.a the DU.str.ess or a ,fine 

la.rge ~ott.age. She bor& a pretty little baby gii-~ not lon& af'ter 

this happy turn or her fortune. and on the day sbe was con!'i.nod, an 

angel appeared to her ailci reminded her o!' the extreme poverty she 

bad t.o ~o through 1ri hE:~r married ii.te. Sho told her thD.t the chil.d 

was uilder h~r prote~tion .and. 'When she gr~ up, she ~auld be givon 

in marri.age to .no lllle 'but to a man who could erect. '!"or her a ternpl.e 

hav1iig ten ec)iUJIIns ·. composed: or ten stones. 

The y-oung man•s advocates • so the story o£ O&roniere goes .• 

interpreted the allegory jU.st related thus: That the ten eol'LUTUl.S ani 

ten stones 1n each eol.umn represented one hurxired pesos whi.ch the 

~nts wanted as d<$TY' £or their daughter. Pleading ef.fective:cy to 

have the a111ount reduced, the sui.tor•s. spokes:m::ril ·also spokf> ~n alia .. 

gorical terms. He rel.a.ted tbe ·story ot a queen whose ki.ng(lall wa.s 

near the sea. A J.aw ilhi.eh was strictly e.~ol."Ced ·ill her ~ 

provided that all ships ·castUlg an~hor in the s:ta~•.s harbor must 

do so only at ol)e hundred .fathoms deep. Arr:,r one .who vi.olated the 

·1aw .would be put to death. It happened that a brave captain or a 

ship 'Which was suddericy" caught ey a big storm on the sea was !ot-ced 

to cast anchor: iri the queen' s · hal'"bOl"'. a.ltho~h his cable was o~ 

ei;gAty :rathOtrls :Long. lie had to act thus to :.a:ve his ship and c~ 

.from .~e destruction. The .furious queen summoned hiin to explain 

wey he shouuLnot. bEt.· punished. He humbly. o~ ·arrl· throwing him-



:.Je:lf at ~r f'eet. .he said that it \Jas sol,e)J rx-om nec&s!$ft;.y that he 

infringed the law. He askect her to pardon hUl. 

At'ter hea.ri,ng the tale, the relatiyes of the girl ~nsulted 

each other and soon. their advoeate· announced that the ~ueen wa~:t 

moVed to pity and . so torgave the remorsef\U. capt:dn.~ 

This announcement sparked a general. rejoicing among. the as

sembled ~op~e tor it meant the doW:J:y was acceptable at the reduced 

cunount ot PSO.OO ($40.®)"' Joyous shoUts and lAUghter rose abOVe 

the sourds. o£ the guitars and now the .rut~ couple who ~d her4JU>

£ore waited :1n an adjoining. room made their appearance. The entire 

gathering spent the ·rest or the night in merriment and dancing. Be

i"ore thq 41.5per.sed, . the date- of' the wed~ was .set. 

Arter the agreement, the party of the young man went to the 

regi.stey ot the church to giv.e notice to the c~er~ about the .f.c:n-th

comi.ng marriage. .It was the duty ot · the clerk to. find out if there 

were objections or obstacles that tni$ht prevent .the .marrl.age.; .It 

th~re were n9ne of these. he notified the parish priest . and annou.need 

the bans ,(or three succe$si,e Sundays in the chureh. Rich peop1e 

who could afford to pay .for these ~:unc~ts cOUld be marri.Ed 

without much ado. 

It the engagement was not parental. tba.t .:is, the sUitor was

ao~epted . by the .yOung .· ~. but not by her parents, the . Y'O~ man 
sought the he~p or ~he authorities to take · her .t:rom her parents • 

home and deposit her in th~ bouse of' th.e ~urch warden-. or fiscal., 

or justice of the peaoe untU tne day of marJ:"i,age. This act -ws 
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permissibl.e provided th& gir~ was or· marri.ageable age Which was 

:Courteen· years. 

41 

Then a ~tition on . ~d. paper enUIIlerating the circ\lm.Stalle('),s 

wder~ the incident vas :Corvarded to the parish priest and th& 

.gobernadorci.llQ.22 made the girls' father state his reasons tor deey

ing· bis consent. to the proposed marriage.. It the reasons were not 

acceptable. the petition was presented to the Governor General. with 

the r&COII1Mendat.1on of the par'ish pri.est am the t,o~~.2£C~. 

Af'ter that an announcenent was published in t.he official gazette 

giv:ing noti.ce to the parties concern~ that the Governor General had 

overruled the :rather's retusal. ard a li.cense to :ma.rry the pail:' was 

given to the priest. 

Another recourse or the lovers was to e~ope.i.n whi.ch ease,the 

girl1 s parents grudginglq gave consent to their marriage. 

The wedding~- The .fami.:JJ ot the man. espec~ the .f'emals 

members.,.went to the house Qt the young 11roman t.Q prepare ·£or the great 

occasion. They ltlade pickles, caramels. nood1es, preserves,. pastries. 

Sinee the~· were n6 .factories to lilahufacture cigarettes, they also 

helped in ma,ld.r1g them. end in prepa.ting ~ tor cllewing by the old 

f'ol.ks.. Besides, they cleaned and ·decorated the bouse with bright 

colored, home-1-roven clothes~ 

The bri.d.e • s wedding ensemble vas al:ways furnished by the 

22 A Spanish judge who exercised juris<U.ction over a group. 
ot murdci.pal. judges. 
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t~ at the groom. The weu:...to-do girl \10~ a \oihite native 

.eostume23 .and a white tul.J.e veU, vbil.e the le'ss fortunate do.-m,od 

aey color. 
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The actual marrl.age rites J)rescri.bed by th& church were veey 

simple and 'U.Stlall3 took place a.f'ter the early nlCU'n1ng mass. After 

the ~ligious r:l.tf,ts each. ot the couple tried to get up 1'rom his or 

her .kneell.ng posi tion . ahead ot the other and step{>EKI •on bi:s or her 

.foot.. It was believed that. th.e one 'Who ~oceeded in doing this 

would be dominant in the m.arn.age Pf,U"tnersbip• 

Ric& was thrown .QVer the new~-lled~ as a. symbol ot .a pros

~ro\is lllarried life. Upon arrival. in the house, the c®ple kissed. 

the halXis of their parents and -elder relatives and J"$Ceim t:Jleir 

bl.essings. '!'hen they knelt to pray before an. improv:is~ altar in 

the sala.24 

Arter ·the cere!llOo;y there was an asS&mbly in which friends 

and relatives were i"easted and entertained. Roa$t pig was the prin ... 

ci.pal di.sb at. th.i.G :f'east. Someti.mes there were roast tUrkeys. or 

roast mutton and ~r coC>ked iilgenuous)3 in· various ways A l!. 

Spanish style·. As .it these were not enough, there were also 

:riuni9rolis kinds or :f'ish. an abundance or sweets, cortee, chocolat-e. 

native and toreign drinks. Each guest was urged :to partake of 

everything on the 'table .•. The !'east., aceompani.ed by dancing the lltiole 

a) The native custoill· is ·.made up o£ a skirt;. and a bodi.ee with 
bUtterr.q-ll.ke sl.$eves·. 

2h- Li.vi:ng room. 
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day through. was;lllOre often than not. .• at the eXpense o£ the groom~s 

f'ami.l.y.. Throughout tne entir& pl"oceeding~. no shQ\f of' a.f'f'ection 

between tb& two prl.ncipals was alloweci betore the ·public. 

Weddings were not always as pontpQus as the one just. descri~d. 

Some ha.q earl,y Il;lorning weddings so as not to be conspicuous. After

a £ew days t they paid courtesy calls to their relatives ard friends 

Who presented them wi.th wed<iine gitts. It was on the W$dcii.ng day 

that the Filipino -woman's shyness was pro.minentq played up to the 

extent that she avoided any word or .my moVe which would subject h9r 

to her Wedding Visitors• .gaze. 

QUEEN OF THE .Wl~ 

It the young Filipina during the Spanish regime ·was so timid 

pensated h~r for her exclusion .f'rom the outside world. by gi-vi.ng her 

great poW'ers Within her home. I£ she married a rich man. she rree]3' 

organized hiS honte ~ planned the mea.l.s and supervi.sed the cook; she 

budge~d the expeiUies, shopped. decided wha.t: clothes her hus'bar.d 

25 According to the Spanish chrorrl.cler. Pedr'o Chirino. the 
ancient Filipi.na. ..ms. as she is toda:; (referring to the Spanish 
times). t.l)e queen o£ the homa and her husband. 
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arid cbilrlren needed, saw to i.t that the servants had ted too domostio 

ani..'lllls, and aeted as the .confidante, adviser. and ri.gbt .. hand ot her· 

busba:xl in the .ma.nageanent . Q£ w.,., af.,fai.rs, be thQY Uldustn..l, commer

cial, or &gri.cultural. in nature. In most f'amil.:las. the acMpted ar

rangetnent was tor the husbald and the children to .barxl .over all thel.r 

earnings to her ...no was the custodian of tm :r~ purse. 

Maey' -wri.ters spoke higbq ot the woman's pos1t1.on 1n the home. 

~ o£ hi:J personal impressions., James Le Roy said: 

It 1s o£ interest to ci. te a personal experience whUe being· 
·entertained as a. guest in the splendid bouse of one of the 
l.:trg$st estates in an island noted tor its large ·sugar planta
tions. The host, an~ robust al'Xi ~gorous loo~ 
hal.t caste with the. education and trave~ which had 1ncli~ 
him to play" the 12m1 vi.vant.. and equi.pped him with nearly all 
th.e quali.ties of ·a good entertairier presided at a table served 
and suppliod in a manner which :would not have done di.scre<ftt 
to any or the world •s capitals ot good living. His little 
48ughter, .speaking several. languages, played the hostess both 
at the . door ani at the tablo.. It the gratifl.ed. or curious 
guest soUght :ror the ~rass ¢ the household, he could onl,y 
find her, a -plain middle-aged woman or puz.e na:tive stock, U1 
the kitchen supervising the ~t.ions for the serving of 
the banquet.. cUa.d in neat but simple attire ani evi.dent:cy 
desirous ot. effacing herselt :tram the notice o:r the gue~s. 
Yet the neighbors could intom him that she was the real 
manager of tbi.:J estate of thOU3allds o.r acres, with its steam 
sug~ mills, its force of private]3 equipped ani un:ifomed 
po~C$ .• and "its cane ~, as well as of the :mansion. it
eelt, with its :torce of servants in livery and it.s European 
turnisbings a:J¥1. plate. The lord and master was good at after
dinner speeches, could di.spla;r all the .features ·of the_ e~te 
to good advantage, atd corduet all the prelindnaries ot it:s 
bargains; was a. first class ·entertainer 1n f'act; but. not a 
purchase was made, not a sa1e ·negotiated, not a labor qu~st1on 
sol.wd, without the .final ettective int&rventi.on of the mis·
tres-s ot the place. Sle was •the man o:r the bouse•. She knew 
the best wines to serve- with which courses aM. was an adept in 
the old . Span:1sh courtesies wb.i.ch accaupanied the passing ot the 
olive.26 

26 James E. Le Roy. Pbilippim W!, !!limm ~ CountrJ:: (flew 
York and London, 1905), pp, 80-82. 
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Veey well ~ormed a.'bout t.'le Philippines and its people, 

~o~r Gcwernor~neral W. Car.leron Forbes llri>te: 

. The Christian Fil.ipino woman holds a ver;r different posi.
tion in the f'~ f'ran that of her sisters in India or in 
.l:riOst Oriental. countries. She is usua.IJ.3' the busiriess Jllal\ager 
ot the househo~d, ke.eps the keys. ®es the p.rovi.diJi; , re~eives~ 

. all cash· earned by any iilem~r cff the .tainly; incluclil'lg the 
proceeds rrom· the f"~ pr9(lUce~ and ~rrl.ses the expeikft-t.ure.27 · · · · · ·· · · 

Charles B • .&Lio;. also test.if';Les that "Tbe women a:t'e in all 

respe~t.s the aoe:i.al. equals or the ~n. and t'Jley are ra.ore a.'llbi.tious .• 

As ·. 1.1 rul.et they· control the .t~ purse. n28 

Another .author attri.buted this e~evated position or the Fill-. 

pina to th6 Church. ·He d$clarEid that "In t.he Philippines• sh.-:;, oc

cupies a. pesition :far better than tnat held by the wOirlen in India, 

or, indeed, 1n most other countries o£ the tropi~al Eas.t, and :i~ 

eertai.nly' ~ hel.pmate :than a handmaid. - an elevati.on that is due 

largely to the Roman Catb.oll.c Church. it29 

Whil.e there are i,ndj.cations tha:t in pre-Span:bh times • woman 

27 W. Cameron Forbes, The fbiliPPine J:s~ands (BoSton, 19)1). 
pp. 17-l.B. . . . . 

. 28 Cam1Jo Os·ias-, ~Filipino ~ of .Lti'e (Eoston. 1940). 
p. 110 • 

.29. Fred w. Atkinson, Phi.li.PPW, Isla.rid!t (Eo.ston ~. 1905). p. ?:lf;. 

JO ·"LegaJ. ~ts .and OliU.gations <4. WOJnen," Talking . Th:1ngs 
~· wi.tb ·the qr<n.;+ng. FiJApina, ed. by Pura .SantillAn ... Castrence 
{J1axti.l.a, 19.51) • pp. 161-190. 
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played an ilnporlant part in the poll tical ll.fe of the race. they did 

not. as a rule. do so .in the Spanish era.. Spanish law whi.ctl was ex

tended to the Phi.ll:ppines trom Spain caused a lflajor setback in the 

hgal. status of the Filipino wotnan for it curtail.ed her civil. and 

pol.iti.eal rights. unier the law, she could not hold 8.1\Y public of

fice· except that of' a teacher. This meant that she could no longer 

per:f'orm the rel.ig:ious functions o£ a priestess as in yesteryears. 

ncr could she becotne a ruler of her people. 

She could not sell or dispose of her paraphernal. property 

wi.thou.t first securing her husband t s consent; neither could she 

enter into contracts without bi..s penrdssion.. She could not protest 

when her husband mal. -administered their ·conjugal property .an:t she 

had no -way ot pr~enting hiM from -a si.rniJJ:lr f'u.ture act. She had to 

"'~it until the mrri.age was di:ssolved. U Ul'llllarried, she couJ.d net 

leave her hme without her parents • approval be.fore she turnod 

twenty-five years old; thus she was cl.assed ·vith inf'ants, minors, 

ani the f'eeble-ldnded. 

The law barred the woman :from engagtns in business llithout 

the authorization of her· husband expressed in a regist~red public 

docume11t. The husbatv.l could revoke this a.u,tbo1'"iZa.tion and could 

make his revocation public. I£ he so demanded. the publication of 

his revocation coul-d be nade by' proclamation and to~ criers·. 

It is thus very apparent t.ha:t the law upheld the mari:tal 

authority or the F:Uipino husband over his wi.fe.. Thi.s school of 

thought was the prevailing standard at the time £or· a reallY gcx:xi 

I 
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father ot a :f'aroi.l.y. He was expected not to be obli-rlous of th& :tact. 

that llt;i was superio:r to bis w:U"e and she. i.n return. should subordi

nate herselt to h1ln. 

In another d:lscrtminatory prwisi.on of the la\1. when a Jnan 

seduced a twenty...;.:3->ear old girl. and caused her pregnancy without .tnar

·~-ing her, there 1ms no .erilrie in the act as the gj.rl was CNer 

eighteen years o:f age 'Which was considered the majority age tor 

girls at which ti.mo· s}le was held responsible tor all he.r •ctions. 

l.Tncler the law, no court action could be '-nst.itut&d again:Jt the male

factor. Hence. al.though a grlevou.s wrong had been cotmtd.tted and al

though the gir~ and her family sutfered great moral damages, there 

was no redress ~or them· .. 

SUch were the more restr.lctive phase$ o:f' the law enforced 

during the Spanwh 'tim,e$ llhi.en abrogated .some o.f the woman 1 s ri.ghts. 

She was not lett canplBte4r without rights. h.ow'ever ~ As a daughter. 

she was entitled to share equa.lly with her brothers aey property 

lert by their parents. As a wi:fe., if her husbal'ld died. she becail'le 

the legal guardi:J.n o:f' their children. .Furthenr.:ore. ·she shared all 

her husband's h~nors; thus, if' he was a ~pitant3l she was addressed 

as capita,lll\;32 :1.£ he was- a doctor. she vas caJ.led a 92ctora;33 .aoo 

31 C&ptai.n. 

)2 Femini.ne £or captain • 

. :33 Feminine £or doctor. 

j. 
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if he Wa.s an i-bog89Q,.34 she was re!"erred to at~ an abogada_3.5 

Th,ere was no l.i"beral. di.vorc& J.aw entorced during the periOd 

since the passag-e or one would be in~nsi.stent wi:Ul canon law which 
. . . 36 

·held marriages '\.Ulbrea.k:a.ble o ,A provi.si.on £or SQI!Je kind 01: divorce 

was found in Iaa Si§te farY.das. It allowed o~ relative divorce• 

Unier th.i.$ law, a petition fCYr legal. separation could be filed £or: 

a.dul.tery on the part of :either husband or wif'e. £or the desire c4 

olli) o~ th& spcruses to take-hO~ orders With the permission of' the 

othel""' or ro.r the .t'aqt that one o.r the parties beCa:roe a heretic or a 

Jew )7 If grante<i.. a decree Ot lsga1 separation ·entitl.ed the spouses 

to live separatel.y.. but the bonds. of matrimony w~re not _swered. ·in 

which ease •. the separated spouses li&re not free-to contraCt ~es 

with other parti.es again. The .family 'insti-tution· thWJ ~ed 

seeure uroer. Spanish Jaw·. But. even 1£ there were an absol-ute d.ivorct1 

in the Pbill.ppines, instead o£ mere~ a. relative divorce, .the f.amil,y 

-w:ould still be intact for f~ · solidarity . was rila.intained in a large 

measure by the unusual. patience and enduranee of" the Filipina mther 

Whose sense or responsibili t.Y · to her children is keen. She woUld 

willln~ shoulder hardshl;.ps a.nd courageously sutter abuses heaped 

J4 .A.ttorr~y at law. 

J5 Fem1·niii:O tor attorney at law. 

36 ·D\u'ing the- Spanish rule there was no sepa,ration or pwers 
between the Church and the State. 

'J7 Art.uro K. Tolantino, . Comrrlentarias .iDS! JuriSprudence .sm· !Jlt. 
Civi1 Code ~ §I?ecMllalm (Manila, 1947) .. p. 79·. · 
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upon her by an errily; hu~m •.. it onq she. could preserve the !~ 

tiEis. Again, in this inst.anee, our toretathers owed tO the Chr~s

tian rellgion~ tbe lasting security of their . marriage bonds. and the 

·SCil;ida.rity ot their £~. 

se~· lllOraiity was big.h and the Christian Church 'lolas due VNCh 

crt;Jd.i.t tor this. since -chastity -was great~ valued. c0ncepti.on .or· 

an UlllnS.l"'l:"i~ woman rare~ .ocCurred. It r$tlected upon t.he honor arxi 

dignity o£ the girl.' s 1'am:il;y a:M qui:~e often the wrong dono to her 

was a-venged by her or bT the male members of her tami:ly. Birth con

trol -was not .sanction~ and there . were £EM ·Ulegitimate ·children .. 

Adulteey on the woanan • s ·part was puni:shable with the aggneved 

husban4, in most c:as~s. taking the la.w in ·his hands bfvounding or 

ld.ll.1ng the Ul.:1.cit lovers. If. the Court was convinced that he acted 

.in de.tense ot his honor_, he· was acquitted. 

'l'RE .FILIPINA IN .THE roQNOMIC SCENE 

'1;he restrie1:.:lon imposecl 'by l.aw and eustom on women a.tr.ect.ed 

.most those in the upper strata or society who lived sheltered lives, 

Those -.Jho could not .afford to llve in ease and cOinfort w~re can

pell.ed by necessity tiO keep on nth their old aggressive: role of the 

arici.ent tillles. They- eontinued to work tor .a living as equa1s and 

hel_prQat.es of their menfolk. Comprising the greater bulk of the 

:remaia population. these ·vorld..ng wcxuen contributed· largely to the 

econot'lio developnont Of the coimt.r,y. 

They worked ·.on h.andicraits o£ c()Millercial. value. WeaviJ'lS was 
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an. import,ant ind\l.$try theY' engaged i.n. They wove different ld.nds · of 

cl:oth from t:iber.s o'f a.ba¢4 and pin~aP,le and i"r'QDl cott:on. Taldr~g 

into account the crudenes.s o£ :their ~:tiv& l:ooms which. WEire iilade of 

ba:nb<X> am wood, it would doubtl:ess surprise one to see the dellcate 

products or their. handwork.. particularq th.e pi.ffa clot·h ~i.eh ex ... 
perts judged to be the .finest in the world. Their Gbroidered art

ieies r~ealed unusual skill and artistry. J.~ or them were . ~sed 

i.n the churches a.s al.tal' .pieces. surplices. cape$ and· gowns o£ reli

gi.ous irqages. Ftom bamboo, ~.38 and pand~,J9 they wove hats atxl 

.made cigar 'Cases. Jnt:Lts • and baskets. ·They were· also very sld.Urul 

in crocheting seat covers. table cloths. doilios ~ and petticoats .• 

The domestic system of manutae~ure existed ·in thosa days, hence, i.n 

the perfornm.nce of · their industrial activiti~s they did not usUally 

l.eave the house. They could work even 'While;, their children l¥ere !'ast 

asl.E;Iep 1il ·the. evenings.; 

The Fi.llpina •.s business acmen ws best employed in retail 

marketing. In l{Qnila aDi 1.n l;)1g provincial towns. mn,y smali stores 

were run by wcnen under their houses; they lll3de ~ood bu.Sinoss out or 

sel.llng. many ld..rds of woven arrl embroidered cloth,~. In .. the public 

ma.r:k--c~~. they offered stiff competition to Chinese vendors in the 

control of the re~U bUsiness in the ·islands. Some WOMen engaged 

in·. large ·sca1e business. Among the~, Margarita. qal:l stood o~t 

38 Palin l.aat. 

39 A weed. 
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prominent]$, having 1mrested hearl.zy in the mines in C$bu province. 

Won&n had al.so a ha.nd .in the deve~nt or agrieul.ture in the 

country. either as t'arlll ac1m.in1;,strators or a.ll laborers . A £ew among 

tlla lani~ class~s sometimes managed tneir own estates by way ar 

help:lng their husbands, while wives • .daughters, and other relatives 

of .farmers 1«>rked on t.~e fields • cleaned the land.. planted, cul.ti

vated, ·har\tested. am general.J.;r helped in: the various little tasks 

of a .tarm.band. 

Al.though t.'l1ey wrked hard, the Jtillpino woxnen were never al-

10"..-ed to .hold heavy jobs sue}). as road building. plowing the fields. 

and eu.tti.ng snd hauling titnher.. SUch was the l.ove and respect mon 

had tOr' their women that they had no heart to make them per:rorm 

strenuous manua~ work. It was considered unman:cy to do so. 

THE FILIP INA. AND THE· REVOLUTION 

In ·t."le revo1utionaey· movement ·to QVarthrow the. Spanish yoke:, 

tha Fi..l:ipino woman prOV'ed no less patriotic than her husband, rather. 

a.>'ld brothers. Shedding off her cloa.k o:f ti.lllidity, she worked h3.ni 

in ham wi.th tba men, carrying food, money, and amnrunitions to tner1 

'Who were staunchl3 £ight.i.ng. t"or their countr.r•s f'reed001.o It would 

seem fantastic that the bashf'u.l. retiring Fi1ipina who fainted at. 

the sl.ightest sign oJ: bloodshed had the nerve to hold a gun aOO. de!'y 

bUllets just so she eou:Li dre-ss tha wouniad, f'.eed the hungry, care 

ror t..'1e s.ick. or serve, in some other practical. w~ • the ca.us& o£ 

her country. 
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An· outst.andi.ng perso~ :1.n the fight aga:inst -Sp:Unsh . dordna-

tiOn was· Gabriola SUAA. w.l!'e o£ the leader o.t t..'le Iloeano Revolt ·1n 

the ).,ate eighteent.~ ~:tuey.. Wide~ ·.lmO~· a:s the "Joan ot Are" or 

tlle Phi.:IJ.ppinBs. GabM,eJ4 -a~compamed ~er h'-ls~ in ·tJUt l:}3ttlb

fields and whep he died on 1-fay 28, 1763, $~ ~pped .into ~er hu:s

bam • s sh~s to l.aad the rebel forces... The Spanish aut}lor.ities 1o1ho 

werE~ jubil.ant over t..l,.e belief that the cl~th o:r Diego stlan meant a 

cessatiOn ot hostillties .di.d not reckon with the .stre~~ a.rxt in

fluence o£ b.i.3 · alidaei.ous w:lf'e. But this· bra"" wol!l<ln, tired by the· 

same patriotic spirlt that enriob1ed her husband. solenml,y and tear

lessl,y' v~ to Yind:tcate the ideals for -which he rought and lost 

his l:if'e. With .a lion . heart and an iron will. she resolved to 

deliver the people CrOlll Spanish tyranl'\,V regardl.os-s of t.~ grim tate 

that aw.Uted her .1.f' she ta.:iled. 

She led the Iloeanos to battle and was once victorious QVer 

a oombi.nod toree of Spa."iish and F:tlipino soldiors.. In the battle 

:for V:igan, the capital. of' Il.ocos Sur, t~e rebel.s were repul.$ed and 

she tl.Od to Abra, a ne~hbcring provinc~. A Spanish . contingent l:ecl 

by ·Na.~~l lgna<do de Arza, gcrtrernor o-r northern Lu~on, engaged her 

men in a hOtq c.ont$sted .batt~e on the plains of Abra:. W1-tn the aid 

of .na.tiv~s, the Spani:1~ captured ·her and her SUl""'r.lvi.ng toll.a!Mers .. 

She eaJ.mi.y met her death at a public .~Ctition ·~· V1.gan w ·October, 

~?63. Though her We ended tragicaily, 1t roused the .dormant sp1rl.t. 

of. mti.onaHSIIl amorig her ¢ountrymen Which later to~ expres·siOn ·iri 

the revo1utionary . war against. · Spain in 1898. 

. I 
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Another woJIIan revol.uti.onary leader was Gregoria de Jesus. 

wire of Andres Bonif'aei.o. fourner ar the Kat3.punan.40 She was the 

f'irst .Filipina to join this secret society urwler the narr.o Lakanibinl.. 

She wa-$ not assi.gned to field combat duti.es but was given custody" .or 

the secrets or the assoei.ati.Qn - i.ts do~ts, its official. seal. 

i.ts printing press.• and 1ts ~ an<l ammunitions. This was a most 

danger~ task ind&$& Whl.ch spelled sw;'f) death tor her if .it were 

brought to llght. But Gregoria de Jesus ~s .not daunted; nothing 

and no"bo<b" coul.d weaken her determination to fight £or her countcy. 

At .ono time, the existence or t..l:le ~ti:punan, was discovered 

and .Spanish gyardias ei.vi.l.es4l. raided Bonifacio's resi.denee but they: 

failed to secure the evidences that would have given· the meniber.s 

a~., tor Mr-s .. Bonitaeio had qui.-ck4" rell10'fed them short.~ before the 

raid. Though suceess.f'ul. on this score. she endangered·her personal 

safety. Uncler an .assumed .· .naJ'Ile. Manuela Gonzaga, . she joined the &

tiRuneros42 and cast her 1ot with them Wherever they went.. She was 

a.l,ways in the thick or the fight.. She sall.ied With her kar;sti.ds43 

:i.n attack$ made a.ga.f.nst the Span:iards and liaS among. t~m at the 

4o A Phi.llppine secret society that speiarhea.dEJd ·the· revolu-
tion against Spaih. 

41 Pollc~ officers. 

42 Members ot the J{ata.m.man. 

4) Vernacular ·:for brothers. The tnetnl:>ers .ot the Ka.tipunan ad.
dN-s.sed ea.eh other as kapatid. 
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First Cry o£ Ballntawak on- August 20, 1896. GNgoria brave~ 

stood bt her patr,iotic ·husband and ndnistered to the needs t>£ the 

si.ck an:i wounded. In t.his ro~ she tQWXl COlllplete satisfaction and 

happiness. 

Me1cbora .Aquino • or 'l'andang· Sora, as she was :ton:lly called by 

the revolution:Lsts, was another prcmi.nent figure · dur1nt; the war. She 

o.f'ten endangered her lite in her etf'orts to ~ve aid to her country

men. Keeptng a llttl.e store as a .front_. she ted soldiers and cl!i:red 

tor the sick aild ·wounded. In spite ot ._.her old age and· v&ry .l..U!J.t.ed 

means, she managed. to advance ~e cause of her country. 

A1though ·tlw Spanish ·authorities did not al.l.ow women to enter 

wrl.versities and newspaperwomen w-ere praet1cal.l3 unknown .• the rigid 

rules ot custom at the time f'ailid to keep women .1"r01n. tnald.ng names 

:tor themselves as master ot the pen.. The setting wn or the Spa.ni.sh 

era saw the rise or a good .number o.r the~. f"oreznost S.lllong tmOM wera 

Leona Florentino. Rosa ,Sevilla de Alvero. Luisa Jala.n:lord, l-lagdalena 

Jalandoni • Florentina ·Arel.l.ano •. and Luisa Gonzaga de Leon. 

The f"i..rst Filipino poetess, Leona Florentino • was an author 

ot malV' outstanding . Ilocano and Spanish PQEJmS wh1.c.lt i'our.d their Vfr3' 

to the publl.c llbr,ari.as of' Madr:id.. Paris • and Lordon, She 1$ in

cl.ud.ed in the InterrtAt.i;,Ona~ Ef\czc1o~1a .9I.. Women'§ Work1· edited in 

44 The event tliat marked the oi'ficia1 beginning or the revolu ... 
tionary war agal.nst. · Spain. 
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1699 by ~ .Anlzia Wolska. 

Luisa Gonza~a de leon was well known for her transmti.on or 

.Spani.sh devotiona1 books into Pampango; J.Sa:rta JalaOOorii. was a Vis~ 

pOetess and playwri.ght; and 1-Ja.gdalana Ja.l.andoni achieved .tm:te £or her 

nove1 entitlOd tt.Ang Tun\lc ~ Isa ca Bul.ac 11 {Tl'lo '!'horns ot a Flcr..rer). 

During the Spanish tima.s, there vere no bars and cabarets and 

women of gay llvet.J were unknown. The Filj_pinc)s. however. had other 

f'orms .ot a!IIU.Saments. They attended _public shovs which consisted 

tnain.l.y o£ stage performances known as zarsuela. and Horo-m.oro. Tha·se 

were regular features of" annUAl town festivals and never f'aiJ.ed to 

draw large crowds o£ men and women and children. 

A zarsuela was a musi.ca.~ drama acted by men Md women in the 

vernaeul.a.r; the Jl'j():r0::!'!2~ -was a p~ in verse 1'onn a1so written ·1n 

the dia1ect. It had a pl.ot. that invariab~ dea1t wi.th a contrQ":crS"'.f 

bet1oreen Christians and Moh.a:rrlmedans. It ended always in the triUJ!I!b 

of the £ormer. Tho actors and actresses in this play 'We%'$ very 

conspicUous in their loud costumes and attracted considerable atten

tion by their vf!Jry unnatural manner of" acting on the stage.. Tile 

zarsuela and the J.Ioro-moro continued to interest the peop1e through 

the years ot .Amer.ie.an rule. Today, except in very re100te places. 

they are fast .ratttng away as popula.r entertaillrt.:mts. 

In church i"estivals, women figured very IJro.roi.nently... They 

managed :feasts of patron saints. ar..d religious processioro to mark 
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the ·end of a riine-<:~ay prayer called the novena. In these ~l:i.gious 

occasions, especially in the processions, women marched ~1~ 

along the streets of' the tqwn to tmlSic 1\\rnished. by a band. It was 

·fashionable for them to wear their best clothes and precious jewelry 

at these gatheriligs which were a:lso an opPOrtune time to d:isplay 

their p1.oty,. 

~ther soci,o-religi.o\l.S practice ():f the period .in which women 

were ~DYed t() participate and amuse tbe.JilSelV'es lias tb~ R'!baSa. It 

was held by ·privat~ iniividtlal.s .irJ their bOfllOs t 0 ~Y horna~ to Jesus 

Chri:st during Lent. Men and wo~n chanted, the passion o.f t)·.o· Saviour

durin&· the .af'fair. Re.f'reshtnents were served to the sinGers as ·well 

as to the llsteners. 

The Spaniards also introduced to the Filipinos rnan,J EUropean 

dances .i.n 'Which both sexes took j>art. SUCh well-knOwn native danees 

as the .r~ngo. curracha., ca.ri.i1osa, lanceros, and rig9<ion de honor 

have Spanish ori.girts • 

The ~onth o£ !-~was dedi.cated to the ·Virgin MarJ by the 

Roman Catholi,c Chureho. Th8 celebration du:rl.ng the ltlonth was called 

"Flores de l·~." Women and children placed flowers before the 

image of' the Virgin wvery af'temoon. · Each ·~ there. ~s one as

signed t.o ~: c::har&$ of the procession and provide the entertai.n

ments tba1;. .:toll.owed soon atter the Angelus. She was. ·~all.ed the 

11hermana .~r. tt tn t~ p~ess:1.on, childl:"en •. young men and young 

women ca.:rried torches and clu;lnted the rosary in urdson at the top o£ 

their voices. 

.... . 
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The prOcession ~ed and ~nded at the house o£ the nosiel;!s 

of th& day. .At'ter a short ~r. ill those present. except the 

young 'WOlllGn, went under ·.~ pergola Where the ho.stess had previous~ 

h~ frUits • toys. hamkerehie~s, and calf;es ani they juznped to cateh. 

al'\V .or thes~ things. in the midst of laughter and. shouts and cheers 

f'roua the crowd. When the gam& was ~rided,. they were served chi;cken 

and rice soup or native- cake~ by the hoste:Js. 

A ireey entertaining sport which was a favorite among yo'Utlg 

women and. young men was a sort of ring game called juego s!!. anillo .. 

Ft'om a baaboo arch put up on the publ:ie plau and decoratf,xt · with. 

multicolored r.i.bbons, flowers:, al'rl palln· leav.es, rings were -suspended • 

.Ea.eh ring was donated by a lad;y and a ribbon attached to it bore her 

name. There were as many ribbons o:f varlous colors «s ·there were 

rings· entered into the game.. The. do.nors · ot the. ~ings and other 

priZes and tope ~ent ~~:.en 1n to~,together With their guests. 

were. given places ·or ·honor on platforms: bui.lt along the sides or the. 

pJ.aza. They were shaded f'roni the sun by a roofing or ·.banana leaves 

and ni.pa palm l.eaves. 

The young men who participated we~.~ expe~W t9 catch any or 

the stiSpeh(f~ rings a:i'J.d rl,.bbons. ·Starting ·trom a point .on the main 

stre~t, they rode fast on )lorses or bicycles tlu-ough the balnboo arch 

and t .ried to hook a ring tdth. a l.bng· thin. pi.ece or stick in their 

bands.. Each · participant. was- cheered by clapPing or barxls from the 

crowd as he approached th& arch to catch a ring. Ha 'Who succeeded 

was applauded the more loudl¥ .£or his skill. as he bo~d gallantly 
.I 
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~ore- tbe young lady whose· ring he ¢a\lgb~ and -re~eived the prize 

:fr~- her. The p%'esentation or prizes to aU successrui contestants 

ended the gam&. 

The~ 9.!, prenda {game .of: pledge) was another :f'avori.te 

ga:'li.e airlOng the adol.escents. It was played. in social gatheri.ngs oc

casioned by the death o! a person. A k:tng o:r leader a.rld hi:J ·assist

.ant wen $&lee:ted by the particl.pants Who were seated around a table . 

'!'he ¢hosen king· gave each girl participant the ~ ot a f'l.ower and 

to each lx>y he gave the name o£ a tru.i.t. .Atter a briot introductory 

story- about-a bird be owtied; he annowtc.ed that this pet had escaped 

and al.ighted on kami.a 91" rosal. ( nane of a Philipp:i.ne flcMer) which 

be had as$igned. tQ a girl. The gi-rl whose flower name was mentl."onod. 

had. to ~pl;r prom:ptl;r. "It i.s not here, $1.r .• " The ld.rig would ask 

her. ·~lhere is j.t?'' She could answer, "It has ·r.Lown to chico or 

!$Y.?RO (natlle ot Ph:il.:ippine ~t) . -• Th~n the comersation shi.i'te4 to 

the nowl;r named pa.rt.j;cipant. foll.<T.dng the above pattern ot quesU.on 

an..i answ_er ~ 

As. the question was directed by turns trom ono . truit or rl.O'..rer 

to another or back to the Jdhg:, the conversatiOn pro:vessed .at a !"ast 

The point o£ vi.ew' was to catch a participant coliirdtttilg an 
. . . . . . . 

Corisi.dered e~rors were: l-I$ntionirlg -· a f'lowE,r or .rrw.t ·not: as-

signed to alVQOO in the group; hesitation in answering the question; 

£a:11ure to say "S:ir11 W-l.en conversing with too king; .and saying "Sir" 

to ono Who was not the k:ing. 

When one c~tted at\}" o£ the e."l"Wilerat.ed errors; the king 



woUld shout, •Pr.enda!" which meant.. that the errl.rlg boy ol" girl BI9-St 

s".llTender· to tw:J assistant a bandkerclU.ef', a ri.ng .• a tan •. a hat_, or 

aey·. 9~her articlb he ha.d as a pledge. When: three or more pledges 

bad been gath,.re<i th~ . k1iig mted. o~t the punishrtients to + .. ~e owners 

of tbe pl«tg~ artl.cl~s bY ~ ~em lof8ar' a crown at weeds. recj.te 

a iovo wem. d&di.cat.Q a love sppg to Of10 o.t the ~<n.lP• or declare 

hive to a post -or the h~~. Penal.ties ~ int~de<:l to p-rOVoke 

laughter and add merrilaent in the ~t.her.ing., 

Card.· games· introd.ueed by t~ Spania~s ~~~b pt"Qvid&<l ~se

ments to the Flli.p:tnos were revesi.Jlo anci tre-:siete. fanp;E!n ... ~;was 

a card-gam~ played i"or JllOney and was :indUlged in by Filipino men 

and rmnJ.en 'Whose giUtlbling spirit was .strong. 

For otller ~us~nts •. pierrl.~s were held on river bank5· or 

near eiear springs. }fan anc:t woman bathed ang. ate tO~ether roasted 

chicken, :fried :fish. boil.Dd. eggs, bananas. :and i-ie~ on bai'l.tma· 
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THE FD..IPlNA. .DURING THE Al-1miCAN PERIOD 

"The Phili.ppines are ours • not to exploi.t • btit to deva~op, 

to c:ivi.l.ize, to educate. to train 1n sel.f'-government.lt thU.S. in a 

nutshell. United sta~S rresident v&lHa:n Meld.l1J..ey proclaiJned on 

Janua.r.y 20_. 1899 hi.~ c-ountry1 s Ubera.l program of government in the 

Phillppi.no lslallds - an Wlp~Cedented projeet o£ forei.gn adzni.nistra

tion that was subsequent~ to sp;lll l"ROJ.R.JSS £or the Filipinos along 

alll.i.nes ot human endeavor: .. econol'.lies, politics, educati.on. science, 

art·s and l.etters. ·HaYing been born and .reared dur-lng the Alllerican 

regime, the investigator is posi.ti.ve that no other grOup of people 

i.n the Phllippines has l:>een benefitted by the advent of the new ad-

:ministration mor$ than the women. 

Under the Spaniards, the sphere of' the Fillpina. was circum ... 

scri.bed by law and custOlllS; 'Whereas • under· the tutelage o£ the .Atner-

i.cans who brought new ideas a:xi practices ani opened her eyes to 

"her re.pression. hor wasted talents in the ki.tchen, her excessive 

modesty1' the Spanish customs· were rapi.!::Uy mod:i.fied and a tremendous 

wide~ or her horizon inevi tab:cy- ensued. She learned to speak her 

l'lli.nd. and be indeperdent of character; sh& assi..Itdlated. the :ideals· of 

liberty, ESq\lality. ani fraternity and learned that. lifc:J has much in 

store £or her. The Fllipina. as the new t'\U,ers found her at the 

turn o:f 'the century, vas ui:mitative~. appreciative. glad to 1» ed'Q.

cated, and atlloiti.otis to l$arn. u She enthusiasti~ respond-ed to 
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prami.sing new llf'e laid bef'ore her by the Americans. 

EXPANDIOO- EDUCATIONAL I:t>RIZON 

If Chrl.stianity is ~in • s ch:ie:t oont:dbut~on to the devel

Opt'lerit o£ the PhUippines, pubJ.j_c ed.ucation is that of the Unit('d 

states. ~ it is true that the Spani.sh -government did not neg

lect the education of women,. i.t can not be denioo that it lett. much 

to be desired. It restricted women to a lite that was stul.ti.t"i.ed 

intellectually f'ar ·below the mental level of those who were thirsty 

f'or education. 

Under the ~ educational system .introdueed by the Atr!:er-

i.cans. the schools were ruade co-educational, admitting the weaker 

sex as equal.s of men. Young people or the poor and the rich f'l.oeked 

to the publi.c scllools and those who worked in the daytime were ac

Collillod.ated in evening ol.asses. The widespread and intense desire for 

ed.ucati.on which was repressed during the Castilian rule ltlade it 1."'11-

perati.ve to open tnore publ.i.c and private -achools :f'or the stud;y or 

English and various academic an:l vocational courses. Now women 

c<:)'Uld ha.'Ve elementary. high school, and ·lll'rl.versi.ty education alone

side with men. 

The . eurri.culum in the elementary· and high schools , besides 

the .f'und.al:nental. subjects, :included home economi.cs and health educa

t:ion tQ prepare the girlS f~ their duties in the ho~ and in sOCie-
. ,._..ft.,.·~. 

t.y. Among the courses offered in colleges and universities " included 

the . .ro·llowi.ng: Agricu1ture • Chemistry, Commerce, Dentistry. Educa-
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tion, Social WEtitare. Engineering. l-!edi.cin$:. ~e Arts. Foroi.gn 

Servi.ce, Home Economics. Industrial Technology, taw. Nursint;. ~d 

Fhartllaey. 
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The Urtiversi.ty of the Phil.i.PI>ines is considered the capstone 

of publle MUcati.on -in the country. Being a co-&cfucat1.onal. institu

tion.: countless WOll'len have been recEd.vi.ng the benefi.ts o:f its ad

vanced instruction in UteratUre. law • ph:Uosophy, the sciericos arxl 

arts. and protessi.onai. and technical trai.n3..ng which the charter of 

the- universitY' prov:i.des. 

1-Iaey sohoo1s aoo CQlJ.eges o:f this state university have been 

founded to meet the demand o£ the people.. The oldest or. all the 

colleges is the· College o! ·YJ$di.ci.ne and Surgery which opened on 

December 8, 1910. It was fo~rl3 called the· Philippine Medical 

School creat~ by a legislative act on Decamber ~, 190.5. The other 

departments of the univ.ersi.ty are: College ot .Agriculture• School 

of Fine Arts-. College of Veterinary Science, College or Liberal 

J\rts., Co1J.ege o£ Eri..,Oo1.neeri.ng, COllege or Lalf, Gollega ot l'h.amacy, 

School o£ Fishery. don:Jervatory ot Husi:c., College or· Educat.ton, 

Junior College of Cebu.. Junior College of Vi.gan, and the Col.l.ege ot 

Evident:q- as eager to ha.ve a. thorough ~ucation as thei.t

menfo].k. the WC!IJ.an l.ost no t.i.me in seeking ad!niss1.on to -thEl univer

sity. '!'hey enrolled. ln every new c<rurse started in it as shown in 
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In keeping wi~ the peli.cy or co-egu~ation, many priva~ . . --. 

1nstitutio~ followed suit in granting ~ca,d~Plie degre~s to woman. 

Foremost a.mong them \i~re th~ Li.ceo d~ l'1a.:n.ila, the National Univer

sity, the Manil.a University, the Manila College or Pllarrnaey and 

Dentistry. and the Far· Eastern University.. The L:i.ceo de Hanila 

ha.s· ea.rn.ed the di.st.inction ot ·be'ing the f"irst institution to award 

the degree o! bachel.or or laws and licentiate in phannaey to won:en. 

6) 

WQm8n educa,:tion advanced·. anot.ller step when a . bill establish

ing training school.s tor nurses was approved by the Philippine Com

lni.ssion during the administration ot' Ja.m~s- F. Smith as Governor-

General. in 1906. 

The open:tng o:r private boarding schools for girls gave 

f'urther impetus to women. The, first of these was the Instituto de 

1-lujeres .tounde<i by graduates f'rom the Aslm!Ption Convent and a Fi

lipino clercman,Father M. Roxas .Y~Manio. In 1.907 Librada Avellno 

establ:ished the ·Centro Escolar de Senoritas . now thf> Centro Escolar 

·un.ivet"sity. and in 191.9 e three enterprising Tirona sisters f"o\ll1Cled 

the Philippine Women•s College. now the Philippine vlOMen•s Univer

sity. These school-s aim •tto prttserve t>e~tb a modern exter±or t.~e 

.t\tn:ia.11.ental womanl$ virtues and charms. which are typ~eaJ. o.f the 

Filipina am at the same tine to prepare the- students for a bJ:'Qader 

1 ~m-ia paz !·endoza...auazon, The Develonjent •!!!!. Pro~ress .2! 
~ Filipino }:{omen O!anila. 1927) • p,. 50· 
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Year :"" 
oj:)eried ·: . .. . 
'1907 . . 

. ·: 
1910 . . . .• 
i910 : . 

1.911 . . 
12,ll . 

' 

1.911 ' t 

!213 . 
t 

191~ . ·• 

.TABLE I 

l."'U}1Bm OF riRsr FEMALE ·GRA.otiA.TES OF THE 
Uln:vERSITY OF THE .PinLIPPINES ·I 

Cours~ 

l!edi.ci~ 

Liberal Arts 

l·faster o:r Arts 

Phanr:acx 

Lai-r 

Tt-opieal 1-iedicine 

Education .. . 
· Dept.istry 

: l<,irst :~·oraen HUi~bet :6£ 
; Graduated Grad\lates 

.:· 
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. . 

. .. 

1913 

19l5 

1,216 
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and JDOre active role which women now play in PhiJ.i.ppine society. "2 

In addition tO the regular ~~ses offering academic dagrees. 

these sch®l.S had. as they sti.ll do today, provisi.orus for the devel

opment ot leadership, initiative, sport~unanshi.p, and responsibili.ty. 

by encouraging ~aical. tratning. competitive spOrts. and :extra-cur

ricula;- activities .managed by the students. They have promoted 

Spiritual. growth and prepared them for acti.ve citizenship; and they 

have put up modern behavior clinics to help ·the studen~s so1ve 

probl.ems of persona~ adjustment. 

H1gher education for ~men was perhaps best sUIIIII'19d up ey 

Dr. Francisca Tirona Benitez when shEt defined in l9J9 the basic 

pri.ncipl.os of the Philippi.ne Wolll.On 's University of which she was 

:one ·of the founders and has long. been the president. She declared: 

While an education tor usef\1~ womanhood implies tra:i.rU.ng ·in 
the hemet yet the university has at. the same t~ provided .for 
trai.ning ot women .in -other .fields which their initiAtive and 
inherent abilities have- led them tO invade ••• The uni.-ver
si ty rejects tl1e 43Jtcesses t!lat go With "modernism" which con
.sists-~ ot the aping of: idea1s and customs that are ill
suited to. our hi.storicai background and to our character as a 
peopl6. It accepts the wholesome ideals that the increasUig 
nwnbers of women everywhere now hold as an essential part ot 
their social atld political her1tag~. It is com! tted to the 
principle that the good things are neither wholly in the past, 
nor .iil the presen~, and that it .iS the duty or the university 
to bring to 110-Pieri the b$st that iS to be found in ·tJ:.le old and 
~the ~.3 ·· · · · ·· · · 

Another runa,rkable step in tru, educational progress or tne 

2 Joseph Ralston Hayden, Ib!, Philippine,s (New York. 194?}, 
p. 588. . 

3 ~ •• P• ,588. 
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Filipinawas the aQmission or Women to the qnivetsity of Santo Tonas, 

the hig.'lest Cs.thol.i.c i.nstitution of learning in the Phil1ppi.nes 

today w Esta.blished in l61J,. by the !k»ninican friars. i.t opened its 

doors to the i'air sex oncy in 1924 and graduated for the fi.rst til'Tle 

WOlllen pha.l."macists i.n 1927. The rest of i.ts depa.rtnents subsequently 

opened their doors to lclomen and by 1931. 3,035 women ·werEJ enrolled 

in the entire school.. 4 

With the new educationaJ. opportUnities 'Within their reach • 

women began to pursue higher education and enroll in pro:ressional 

sc.~oois. Since teaching was the o~ public of'ti.ee woman could 

hold during the previous period • "it was not surprising therefore 

that it was the .f:l.rst and roost popular profession woman aspired to 

at the start of the new· government. As earzy as 1.904, some l":ill

pinas received certiricates o! insul.ar teachers·. :from the Phlli.ppine 

Normal School, not-1 the Phi.J..1ppine Normal College. 'Which was estab-

lished to meet the pres~ demand .for teachers. 

Pl"()te.ssions other than ·teaching that appealed most to women 

were phar'macy and nursing as these could be pract1sect a1ong with a 

wi.f'e is duties. The number of women lawyers and doctors was negli

gible although there we:r:-e univers;ttie.s whi.ch inehrled law and rned

i.cirte 1n their curri.eul.un. 'l'hi.s was due to the. st:Lll popu::tar view 

that these W'el'e man • s fields· and woman should not venture illto then. 

Inelinati.on to .Arts and Letters was not confined t _o the males 

' I I 
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alone. ,With the ope~ o£ conservatQr,i.es. courses in lmlsic at

t:I"acted girls espec1a.l.JJ among the well .. to-do classes. Painting 

and sculpture had likew:i.se gained adherents among th~ young girl.s 

-and it was ® l.onger unusual to hear of girls enr-olled in a dra,mat

ics course in preparation £or a professional st.a~e career* Writing 

was no- less pc:>pulal;-. Courses in creative writing and journal1stn 

were im'aded by ambitious women along -wi.t.h the rest ot the profes-

si.ons. 

Ve~, the new educational opportunities were behind women's 

entry into vari.ous professions;., An interesting and meaning£ul. poi..'lt 

in this phase o:f the woman Js rnova.~nt was the conf'lict between the 

woman's demand :for higher e-ducation and the age .. old ideal that a 

woman's sole concern was to rear .her children and keep house :for her 

husband. Whether or not she should be allowed to engage in the pro

fessions be~ a much debated topic. Publ:ic O}>irti.on on the- matter 

vigorous~ opposed such bold· step, contending.·that i.t :would under

mi.ne the soli.dari.ty o!' the fami4r. fendnity, am filipino traditions. 

ThO'Ugh .many ·mothers were uneducated. they want.ed their 

dAughters to go to sehoo~.. Some still. believed that girJ..s needed 

less education than bo;{s, 'but a lllajori.ty rejected the idea that a 

daughter should be t:ra.ined to l>ecoiT)e a virtUous wile and. mother and 

noth.ing more. They wanted their daughters- to lea..""l'l a trade to -earn 

a living; others wanted them to escape the hardships of life by 

entering the prof'ess1on5. 

Notwiths~ndi.ng the hostillty of the conservatives, some 

l 
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coura.&e()U.S women invaded the pro!'essi.onal schools here and the 

braver ones r;:rossed the seas to. stud_y in ~rica. Women pioneers in 

higher education were l{arie. Francisco de Vi.ll.aceran and Natividad 

Allr.eda Lopez who were the f'irst to study la.r a :Haria Paz 1-jendoza 

Guazon, wo was the first ·woman graduate in medi.cine and surgery in 

the Uni.versity o£ the Phillppines., and Honoria Acosta Sison and 

Olivi.a saJ..ama.nca ~'ho vel.'"& the first to go abroad to· stuey. All 

these wotnen defi.ed conventions and broke down the barriers to the 

different professions.. Happi.J¥. all proved the ability of the Fili

pino woman to pursue higher education without losing her dignity and 

respectability-. Three decades a.tter the coming o£ the A:maricans, 

approxirllately ) • o64 women obtail'led academic degrees • 

..Anlong the £i.rst women prof'essi.cnals, a number taught in the 

di.:fferent universities and other institutions for womn. A :few 

"branched out into bacteri.olog,y, chemistry • and fruit canning~. One 

:was appointed Assistant Fiscal. and another. secretary to a nember 

of ·the Supreme Co'tlrt· ·The l?hili.ppi.M Library .and.l1useUI11 arrl the 

Libl'a,ry Q£ the BureaU ot SciEln¢e employed maey woroen assistants. 

Contrar.r to thE;~ fea:t>s oi the tradition-boun1 grotip o:!' roan 

and women and in spite o:£ the invasion of the professions by wo!T.'E)n. 

the Filipino home remained stable. To be a .good wi:fe. an:.i an exem

plary mother 'Was sti.ll a woman r·s ideal. Y.any pro.fessional. women 

made successes ·o£ their careers while .fai.th.1.\l.l..lY and ef'ficiently 

discharging their household duties. Qthers were happy to give up 

the:ir prof'essions in favor or marri'age. There w--ere but a .taw. cases , 

d l ! 
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i.f at~. where women held on to their careers and turned dear ears 

to marriage and home buildi.ng. 

Al.o~ ·nth the groWil}g Wlu~nee o£ Ch.ri::Jtia.nii:;y during th~ 

Spanish period, cha.ri'ty kept pace aild many women ot the privi.loged 

class unsel.f'1s}1:cy- devoted · tbeir spar~ t~ pert.Ql"!!lin:; dead:J ot 

kinlness to the poor. They scheduled days dUI""ing the w~ek. :for the 

distribution o'£ al.ms to beggars who were wont to st.ay on the front 

churchTclrd. Thns the Filipino women began their charitable .kQrk 

an:i 'When the Ameri.eana came. t...'lis f~e1d or acti.vi.ty readily town 

toll.o'~rs a1uong them.. With a propensity for organization, the, Amer

icans helped to un:i.te their tndivi.dual. efforts arid enhanced the 

gr~.lth ot social. welfare organizations. In. clubwork. the F'i.llpina, 

with no more o£ the social inhibitions imposed by the Spaniards, 

was free ·to venture beyond her domestic sphere and .renter .service 

to her needy countrymen. 

According to Maria. Paz f'.~e.ndot.a Guazon. as ear~ as Janu.ary-

6 ~ 1907 • some prominent physicians in Manila. set up the "La Gota de 

Leche", the .first eharitabl.G ·bcx\Y' Which aimed. to c0111bat higll inra.~t 

mortal1~y -~ tb,e isl.ands ·'by distributing . pur-e .fresh milk for sic-k· 

babies and adv:lsi.ng .mother$ arrl expe~tan:t lilOthers on the care or 

5 Guazon, ~. Deveio~nt §2i Pl;_omss !?1.. t}le !i1ipin..2 ~. 
pp. 54-56. 
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chi.l..dren. The ore;ana.ti.On still ex1sts -today. 

'l'brougll- :U;$ ac;:t1vit~e~, the Woman • s Club ot !-tanila wa:~ ~ry 

:i.Mtrwent.ai in ~ting the weUare o£ women in the Phlltppines. 

It employed an i.ndustrial. work teaCher 'fc>"r tbe ittsane women confined 

in the Sen Lazaro Rospi.~l. a tea,e®r f'or wanel1 priSoners at. B1l.ibid, 

and Jll&trons to look a.tter detailac:i women in ~&. Lune~ Police sta

tion. On June 1.6.,. 191.3, through th~ efforts .of this c].Ub, a day 

nurseey tor ~he ehild.ren of workl.J,g liK>the.rs was ope~d 1n tbe ¢"ity. 

Later it .operated two other nurseries. In recognition of i.t~ ac_corrJ

pllshl!lents the then Governor-General Francis Burton Har:ri~on - re~m ... 

mended that i.t be given PS.O,ooo.oo .by- the government ~o enable it to 

enlarge its provincial work. 

Aware that women could go a lopg way in secUring the coopera

tion or the towripeople, tbe government encouraged the organization 

.0'£ more ~t:l' s elllbs throughOut "the CO\Ultry. The Deparbitent of: 

Agriculture and Natural. .Resources al.so asked the lfanil& Woman's 

Club to help :1n a natiomdde food produet.i.on -Campaign. Club Jnembers 

i .n cities and towns likewise .aided in the Li.berty Loan Campaign and 

the. Red ~ss Pr.iv:e. The unrepressed and iJIJmediate :response ·ot 

women in the proVinces was ·so heartwarm:ing .•. 't,hat by 1918 more clubs 

were in C)perati.on. These elu}).s centered their · ef'tort.s to the reduc

tion of 1n:rant mortality, to s~tation., to town iDtprovement, and to 

the inqrease of foOd suppiy. A number of t.hese clubs sponsored 

puerieult'!lre centers which gave tree ltiEidieal treatment and mo.dieine 

to women and children. 
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The adVance of loc:al·-woma.n 1 s clubs to a national recoenition 

was ell.m.axed in: the ()r.ganizati.on of the Uational Federation or 

HoMn • s Clubs at a ~onvention or all woman organizations throuehout 

the Philippines. It was held in l1anila. 1n 1920. The convention 

marked the .growi.ng innuence o£ women in various activities o£ their 

national .eXistence. More important than this, it irdtiated the 

woman's movement for the grant o£ wovan su££rage, for the establish-

ment or juvenile courts 1.n }~mila, and for the complete abollti.on of 

cockfights. 

Uotewortey was the speech of P'...rs. Elizabeth H. Harrison, the 

First Lady or the Land. who presided at the . convention. Stressing 

the ideals toward wtd.ch each cl-ubwoman should strive, she said 1n 

\ole ask you then, representatives of the- various clubs 
all over the provinces, to carry this message to the women 
whom you represent - that every club should stand for at 
least :four def"irdte ideals: Education. Patriotism. ·Prac
t,ical Applica.ti.on of Theories, and Cult\U"al. and Spiritual 
Deva~opment. 

The signif:i.canqa of this convention· would indeed be very 
much underrated :if we did not emphasize the ideal of patriot
isro. Homan•s c1ubs and clubwo~r.en should stand for true patri
otism. It means building up or the nation•s strength both in 
the deve].oprnent o:f natural resources and of' the people. Another 
patriotic duty of" the clubliomen is to instill the idealS of 
honor and truth in her children or in her pupils. You \.'ilo are 
teachers ·and you we are wives- can stand tor self-reliance and 
law and responsibility • 

. Be ·honorable and sel£-reliant and neet the ~sponsibilities 
which you have taken up. Let this convention be significant 
in thi.s, that we carry the message of practical -application of 
theories away from it. EdUcational .ideals am patriotiSI'l. are 
of no .account whatever. unless they make £or better daily 
livi.ng. 

~--. .......... _ l 
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'!'he association to&ether in clubwork should l!loan lltUCh in 
the life of women. It is an opportuni.ty for an exchange of 
ideas. of inf'ormation about books and news of thO' day. of' 
what women all over. the world are doing. 

I trust that this cowention may also mean to you a 
closer tie. o£ f'riendship between all nationalities living 
in the Philippine Islan:is arrl a closer bond- o-f syr.1pathy 
:for aD. \romen o.f the· world. A .reeling that we are to 
stand for finer ideals, £or greater kindness to man and 
beast. !or pUr:i.ty of life. !'or a single standard of moral
ity in men. and li'omen. and that standard to be the one which 
has alw$ been held for lotonien. To a stro~er effort to 
all.eViate sufrering and greater care agairist i.t. To less 
gossip. To more continued ef.fort .in. keeping our clubs a1ive. 
and i"orceful 7 remembering always that the only wa.y to grow 
is by exercise. The Qnly way- to ~ more helpful is by doing 
helpful things. the oncy way of becoro:ing ·generous is by 
givi.ng. the only way of being a clubwogan in the best sense 
is to forget self· in doine ror other~. 

The "A.soeia.c:i.on de })azlta,s Fillpinas" f'ounled :in 1915 was 

another organization which aimed at the care of the expectant and 

nurs ing mothers of the poor class and of the care of temporarily 

destitute chlldren. The society managed a Settlement House and 

sponsored the .establishment of the "Li:ga de Drunas Fi:llpin~sn on 
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February ll, 1923.. This subsidiary organization conducted lectures 

in f'actori.es. theaters. schools, and other public places on Fill-

pinism. hygiene, sanl.tation, and civics. 

Under the Catholic \·lome n's Federation, night schools for 

~;o~en workers arrl houseboys were -established in the city and liorrte.n 

prisone rs vrere give n f'ree instructions everyday. !:'embers of' the 

federation taught rel.ig:ion and mora1s to girls. Instruction on sex 

6 Alejandra santiago • "Pioneers o:f :":!:omen Eovenent in thA 
Phi.llpp:tnes,'' Ifu::. _Philippine Review. Y..arcl}, ~920, pp. 223-2:34. 

I 
I 

I! 
i 
' 

~- I 



hYgiene I \ihich was tabo:oed in th~ Spanish times ' was tna.de available 

to any group Of' young girls "1oJh0 desired it by the ~-;or.ien IS l·~dica]. 

Assoc:i;ati.(m. while .a branch o£ the Young Women's Christian As-socia

tion helped girls develop good moral character. 

In 19~. the· Philippine Association -of University ~.jop.-.en 'Was 

.founded in t~. Li..ke 'many other vonien organizati.ons. its aim .is. 

to sti..rr.ula:h<W'Oinen of the intellectual c-lass to participate more 

acti.ve;cy- :1.i1 t.he dise'IJssion and solution or problems .s.f'teeting the 

welrare of' th~ nation. 

The above orgallUations or national starding sho~red the 

extent o£ women• s par:ti.eipati.on in clubwork which seemed to have no 
limi.t. Through ther.1, . the woman have kept on justi:rying their claims 

for equ.all:ty with men. 

EOONQlJIIC STATUS OF THE FILIP!NA 

I~ roust be racalled that under the Spanish reg:iJ'r.C, it was the 

women who belonged . to the- 1.61-ter . classes wh6 had Ill()re .freedom thari 

those .in: the upper social. classes f()r they cOt\l.c:l angag& 1ri 'Weaving, 

hat making. prQd.uci,rig · cigars and cigarettes. slipper and wooden shoe 

h.andicrai"ts• retail trade, and running variety stores without loss 

oi respectal>ility._ Hhen the Americans -carne, the economic -sphere 

expanded considerably and dre\.1 more women, inclu~ the rich. In 

conr.erce, women were more notably nilrnerous than men especially in 

the retai.l. trade. in many ins:tanees wo~en suecessrully managed. 

substan-M.al. investments in f"arms and sugar plantations, while others 
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worked for pay· checks as executives t;>:f bu~$5 i'i.rms dealing in 

jew~l.ry. embroidery. nee and other foodstuffs. native hats and 

shoes. imported merchandise, and Ph:llippi.ne textiles. still others 

engaged l.n the transportation business and made a ~cce.ss of it. 

\:1ith the growth o£ a large scale industries women labor beeame 

a potential force i.n the factories in the cities and in large popu

l&ti.on centers such as those roa.nuracturing embroidered materials, 

cigar$ arxi cigarettes. soap, laces ani buttons and buckles for 

belts. 'Vlhen the now- of men laborers to liawa-ii. continued unabated 

in the ~92()1 s and (;lar]3 1930's many agricultural fields Yollld have 

been hope1es~ abandoned_ but for the enterprising. women who imroa

diatel;,y responded to the need £or hands to work on them. 

One of' the most progressive industri.es in the Philippines 

today. the ·lllOV1e industry. had i.ts beginnings during the period. At 

first With misgi;rl .. ngs about the reaction o.r the people. Fllipino 

girls endowed with hi.strionic talents tried their luck in it f am 

.fouM. the experience not: only -who~ some but also remunerative. :Here 

broad.mi.l'1ded than they were bef'ore. the people accepted the ract that 

Fllip:irias can act and that screen ~ctre~ses are respectable, too. 

Before l.ong ·.l!W\V young girls .fou.tid themselves seriously" engaged in 

acting be.fore the caD".eras and reeeivE!d ll.ber~l .~ .for their 

efforts .. 

The educati.onal equi.p;,.ent women acquired also enabled them 

to venture Without. hesitation into gainf'Ul professions which n;en 

once dominated. They competed with the men in the prof'essions o:f 



medl.eine" dentistry. pha.nna¢y, aecount:tng. :foreign s~rviee ·and 

l.aw. It was no ~onger · uncODillOn to see both husQand an:i wi.te going 

out in the morni.ngs.. perhaps to tea®. or to assume responsible 

of"f'iee jobs. The econ()lllj,c stabillty of' the .fami..ly was- thus as.sw;-~ 

by the help Qf women. Besi.des l1la.k:.1.ng ,money o£ her own. the woman 

continued to exercise the right over her husband • s pay envelope and 

to hold. the f'BIIlily t s purse stnngs. 

THE POLITICAL EMANCrPATION OF THE FI.LIPINA.7 

It has pre'Viousl,y been mentioned that the ancient Fill.pina 

possessed pollt:ieal. rights wl:dch entitled her to hold of:ficial po.si

ti.ons and to rul.e over her husband's eonst.ituents upc:>n his death. if 

he were Chief' o£ a barangay. It has also been tol.d. how the :l.ntr.o-

duction o.f Spani sh law by an ·allen rul.er had deprived her of such 

ri.gnts and caused a major setback to her position in public li.f'e. 

thou·gh exercising great powers 1.n -her home. HOW' she regained her 

rights and achieved political equality With men Will now be traced. 

The Fillpina•s political enf':r.anclli.sement is another outstand

ing eontrtbu.tion ~ the United Statt:!s to her progress. In re.cogni• 

tion q! ~E;l public equality or the sexes ani the tremendous i.nf'luence 

of' the women in sti.lliUlating people 1 s inter$St i.n ~ saeia.l. and 

J:rlOral ref'oms • a law was enacted granting wolllen the rlght to vote 

7 Pur$ v. Kal.aw. !f.9Ji -.~· Fi.llpina. Got the Vote (Hanila ~. 
erown Printing. 1952). 
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and. ho.ld ~bl.ic o.ftice. 

A history of: the movement for loJomen suffrage would be incom

plete .without the names or ·Mrs. carne Chapman Catt._ a zealous 

chanlpion or woman su!:t"l'age, }i-s. Pura v. I<'.alaw. who started preach

ing the .gospel or the f'aminists lol"..g · before 1905. a.n:l Francis '!Jurt?!l 

:tarri;son, the fi.rst Goitel"tlor...r~neral. .who recommeooed f'or the Filipino 

wouian equal stan<ling ·ldth the men before the law. 

The .fight f'or woman sur.rrage vas long and arduous. rt may be 

sal.d that it was .first advocated by Apollnario }!al)i!'li• t he Su.bll.'lle 

·Par.alyt1.c. as ear~ as 189.8. Y.aa.bini 1s idea, however. did not receive 

support on account o.f the unsett.led conditio::ts . at the ti.>ne8 and of 

the. coming or the Alliericans. 

Four years later. in. ~902. ~!rs. Pura V. Kal..'\w took up the 

causa in e~es.t. Toget-her wi. th soMe or her coilteJnpcirarie s • she 

organized the "Asoci.acion Fe.tainista Il.Onga1
' i.'"l Oetobei-:. 19()6 . 'l'he 

a:illl or the ·so<.tiety ~s to etifrarldiiso ~~o:OOn. 

The :f'""'irst woman su.f'trage bi ll. presented in 1907 i n a session 

of' the First Philippine Assembly was not at all discussed, 'neverthe

less it marked the beginning of the laWli..akers' lnter-est in tho fe:Tii.

nist ~ause. 

The moveMent reeeived a :rmich needed boostuhen ·in 1909 

1·11'"5. Constanci.a Hanahan. ,F>oblete published for the first ti::1e a 

WQ:r,an 's magazine to "revindicate the ri·ghts of' t~omen. not only so-

8 The revolutiO'f1ar\J war agai~t Spain was b eing waged. 

·r-

I. 



77 
cially, bu.t pollt.i.cal.ly as well"~ 

'!'hen in 1912 1-~s. Carrie Chapman Catt car.1e ~dth ::lr. Aletta 

Jacobs, another leading ~t'ragist from Ho:l.lan:i a to organiZe a c~:.. 

::U.ttee to work .for -wo:m..11 sui':frage here. As a result of a meeting 

convened at the J~ Hotel. the Society for the .Advancement of 

;.Jomen was organized. It was later named the t;Jomea•s Club of Eaaila. 

In his message to the Fourth Philippine Legislature on Oct. 

16. 191B Governor-General Francis Bu.-ton F..arrison laid emphasis on 

the progress of .feminism in ·the world ani reco~nded that l'leasures 

5ltould be adoptod to arouse the Filipina 's interest in public at-

lairs. There was no better proof' than thi.s recommendation of tho 

adr.li.nistrationt_s belle£ that the Filipino woman was in ever;~ way 

capable of taking part in shapi.ng the political. destin,y of het-

country. It was an effacti-vEt step in drawing her out of some ldnd 

ot seclusion into which the Spanish standards of' morality had forced 

her. 

Subsequentl:r. a _public hearing 6n woman su£frage was announced .. 

A group o£ WOlllen l.eaders headed by !·!I-s .. Pti.ra V. l'".al.aw, Hrs. Concep

cion F. Da Rodrigue~. :t-frs. Rosa Sevilla de llvero, and" Hrs. 1iativl

uad. .IUmeda Lopez ap~ared at the hearing to plead for the worr,.ints 

cause. Eut the op~sition to worr~n suf£rage was very for:r.J.da'ble and 

a·gaL"l the legislature did not act on the matter .. 

Governor Harrison reiterated ·his desire. to give wor1en 1nore 

participati.on 1n ·the govern."nent when t.~e law .... making body of' the 

Philippines convened the following ~a.r. His wif"e. lzs. Elj.zabeth 
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:·;• Hai:"rison, gathered leading su!':f'ragettes t.o discuss wa~rs. ani mean~ 

o! w:i.1ming the support o£ the 1egislators. Presided over- b~· !·:rs. 

Harrison and wi.th. Mrs. Raf'ael Pa.lJna as. toastmaster, tho Ml)etllll: wal!' 

held at J.t.Uacaffa.n9 on November 7, 1919. Tha thert up an.i co::r.~ 

leader o£ the Filipinos, Senate Pres~:iant I-antiel Lui.s Que :ton, 

inspired the suffragettes wi.th a stirr-int; speech and rerto.•.,.od thnir 

:hope :for tne passage o£ a la.l-1 granting wo:ieri the r1eht to vote. 

A ·bill presented that year by Senator .Pedro :.:aru Glson wa-s 

the f"i.rst meas\lre ever passed by the Upper House. Unfort.u!'¥'1 t.oly, 

the LO'H'er HQuse :whi~ iva~ predol'li.rulntJ.Y ariti-wor~.:iri su:tfra(!o lcnored 

it. The press w.s also vociferous against i.t. Again an•l a.ealn 

Governor Harrison recommended the :measure to the Fifth ?hillpplna 

Legislature at it$ special session on February 2.5, 1920 and at its 

regul.a.r session on October 1.6, 1920. saying emphatically. "C~nturl~!i 

ago the Philippines had been distinguished ano~ Oriental. countries 

for its Christian religion, one of whose merits i s its high recard 

£or women; an::! as the woman or the Phi.lippines enjo:r all opportu

nities £or education. they ha:ve a. ri:~ht to be cansi..:lered th-e e~al~ 

o.f men in political l.:i.fe. n10 

ti.hen this staunch .s\lpp¢rter o-r women's political enfranchi~e-

l!~ent resigned in 1921. hi.s successors contL"l•le d t ha str.i;;~le fron 

9 The o:f'fici.a.l residen~e of t he chi.e.i: execut.lv'3 or the 

Philippines. 

~o Kal.aw, How~ Fillpina Got~ Vote, P • 19. 
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where he lett of£.. In the.meanwhlle, the S'uf'£.rage.ttes vere poi>ling 

their e.fforts to strengthen their cmnp. They organized the Nat-i.onal 

Federation o! Wo®n 1 s Clubs in 1920,ll in Febr\lary, 1922, the "U.ga 

Naciona.l. de Damas Fllipinas• and ih 19213, the Wom.en Citizens Leag\ie. 

All these bodies voiced t~ Fllipinas' des~ for;> suf'f'l_oage. 

Again public hearings wei"$. held i.n l.9:3l and atter these. t.he 

committee on the RErvisi.on of Lalis of the House of R$presentatives 

endor.sed a woman· su:f'frage bill to the House. 

It was va.ey apparent fran the start that this latest .attempt 

was f'util.e. One- ot the chi.ef obstac~s to the extension or sur.rrage 

to the women was the:U- own apathy t~ it. It 'Was noted that a 

great number or women were either not quite ready to exercise it. or 

vere at:Ul.- laboring under soma kin:l of .llli.sc~cepti.on deve~oped by 

Spa,ilish eolonialism. AnOther stumbling block to the suffrage move:

mel'lt was the conserlatiy~ 1$los' (leep)Jt rooted ·sta.n1ard of a WOMan's 

sphere. These:. anti.-su.f'fragett;es inVo~ed. the sanctity or the home 

and the pecessity of perpetuating C.UStoms 'Which ~- been o'Qserved by 

the peepl.e ror lDalV' years. nay tor ~turies. They sa.w· ill th& sur

f'ragette a dangerous -rival to overthrow it they were to· presarv~ 

. tbemse1ves. 

It. is not ditf'icul.t t<> Understanq Why these lll8n wanted to 

keep the women ill ignorance not. onlQ. ill politics but in other 

l'!latters as well.,. Their ideal. woman was resigned to ~el" narrow 

ll ~, P• 69~ 
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sphere; she wore herself out working without a ml.lrmur; she never 

argued at)i citscussed; and she loo~«i up to them i.'or support~ All 

these flattered their ego. 
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But woman sut!'rage was not entirely w:i.thout strong acivocates. 

besides its pioneers. Proponents of the lllOVe!llent waged an unrelent

i.."lg struggle to break down :ideological ba.rri.ers. By far on<! of the 

stro~s.t arguments was to enable the WOJ:'len to aid in the solution 

o~ social problems and in the enactment o£ sOcial measu.r&s. It 

would also be or educationaJ. value to them;. their activity in the 

_political. field would be whol.esozoo and advantageous as it would gi"\l'e 

them more knowledge of the world or life. They would not be mere 

fence s1 tters ~ere society and gmte:rnment are concerned and would 

t.~erefore not re1nain apathetic to their drawbacks and progress. 

Dr. Raf"ael Palma who was one of the £ew legislators "Who 

believed in 'WO.t!13.n suf'.£rage ably presented the su:rn-agettes1 side 

when he said: 

Female suffrage is a re.form de.Gl.anded by the social condi
tions of' our times. by the high culture of woman and by the 
high aspil'3.t.ions of all classes of society to organize and 
work :ror the interests they have in common. ~-:a cannot detain 
the celestial bodies in their course; neither can we check any 
of those rnonl mova.'Tlents that gravitate with irres-i:;;tible 
:force towards their center o£ gravitation - Justice. 

There is no reason why suffrage should be a privilege or 
sex •. considering that the duties. of citizenship rest as 
heaV'ily upon woman as upon man. To attempt to curtail the 
activity or woman in public lite 1.s tantamount to declaring 
that a won:aan must not love her country and mu:;;t not dedicate 
any or her time to her duties o! citizenship, that she must 
not teel the affection and devotion whi.ch the idea of native 
land and carununi.ty awakens in every well born creature. 



ROif are we to incul.cate in our children that sacred· pledge 
o£ tbe f'ut.ure or the nation, the cult and worship of' the 
native land.. and liberty i.t we do not give their mothers that 
practical education involved in the exercise o£ mffrage -
i.f w teaeh that government and polities are strange gods at 
whose shr:i.nas they are fol''bidden to Vorshi.p • it they reel 
upon tbemsel.ves the stigma or intel-iority. of' being incapa
citated f't0111 speaking to their children about tbe publi.c 
af"f'airs and the interes:ts o!' the nation and the State? 

U women were at least exempt from com})~ with the
laws! But no. the uw binds man ani woman alike with the 
:.NQrd. o£ justice, and the burden of' taxation rests upon 
bo:th. the masculine .and the f'eminiro lntalth. Consequently, 
betore the law their duties are the same, but their rights 
are not. 

According to the old idea .woman •·s sphere of action should 
not extern beyot:d the home, beyond her domastic ocoupations ~ 
arrl she should be nothing but the glory . and delight of bor 
husbatrl and chil.dren. Thi.s is not ri.:ght. llko m.an,Woma.n 
i.s born and l.ives in soci.3ty and she cannot am mu.st not re
main indi.f':ferent to social ·distress and suf'f'ering .12 

At the outset, the opposition to woman suffrage had the 

edge; · howEW'er.. this- did not dampen the enthu.siasm of .suf'frat,tett'!s. 

From year to year they carried on the fight. They were confident 
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thnt their perseverance would eventual.ly break down the suparior 

mal.cs • old-fash'ioned ballets ani prejudices. At last they were re

warded: A Woman SUf"frage Bill passed by a mello;.red legislature wa.s 

signed by Governor-General Frank Mu..--phy on November 17, 193). The 

women's jubilation over the passage o~ t.~e law was, however, erst-

while. beeause the f'ra;ners of the Constitution of the Philippine 

Commonwealth1J by-passed the measure- in 19Yi-. 

12 Raf'ae~ Pallna, "The Women and the Right to Vote t 11 
. Ih!. 

~hillPPine Social Science Reviw, XI (Aug., 19.)9), pp. :30-:)2. 

13 Transition government of the Philiwines dwing the 
Ameri.ea.n reginlo. 
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l'~s. Kala.w and he:r t'el.low-sui'fi'agett~s, f'ar rrcm :bei.ni; cowed. 

patiently resuzned the fi~t and .finally won a l.i.mited victory a.tter 

a ti.reJAss lobbying and campa.ign.i.n& among the constitutional dele-

gates. Al.thou~ the delegates did not incorporate women • s p()litical 

en£ranchisement in the constitution; they provided for its approval 

il and .when a total or not l.ess than 300,000 qualliied lvoman voters 

voted for it in a national plebiscite. Tho signif•icant plebiscite 

held on April 30, 1937 shOYed that 447.72.5 ~gistered women voters 

had approved of suffrage wile a conservative group or 44,307 wonen 

rejected it. Thus the Fili.pino woman had earned the right to vote. 

Qui¢k to gra$p the opportunity opened to them. by the 1r!oman. 

Suffrage Law, suf'f'ragettes lost no time in running f'or public 

-offices. On Ilreoornber 14, 1937, Hiss Ca.nnen Pl.anas, then a law 

student or the University o£ the Ph11ippines, tl'.rew her hat into 

the political. ring and a ..flood of male and :fer..alc vote,s catapulted 

her to ~seat ¥t.l~hila's Huniclpal BOard and gave her the distinc· 

tion of being the .f'ir;;t Filipino \oi"Omah. to r;et eiE.lcted to a public 

o.f.fi.ce. Other women ~ickly follolo-ed he.r exar.:ple. Ers. Elisa F .• 

Ochoa becrum the first Foman representative to win a. seat i.n 

COD(;ress and ltrs. Geronilna T. Pecson, the .first. woman senator. Three 

other women subsequently elected to Congress are 1-:rs. 1-:edin.a lacson 

de Leon. Hrs. Rem.edios Fortich and l•lr's. c. Consing all of Whon :won 

seats a.s representatives. These lady politicians haV.e been eremted 

··-..._,_ 
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1.-j.th excellent work in the law-Ma.ldrig body o£ the Phillppfr..o 5 and 

have proved the Filipino ~oman's capacity ror public life~, Senator 

Geronima T •. ·pecson. in particular~ who was elected in 1947 .• has bean 

great)¥ responsible £or t~ enactment of laws for the advance;l<ont of 

teachers and. school$ arxl for the solution of grave social. prob1et:ts. 

'!'o her~ belongs the honor of trans.formi.r..g the Philippine Uorir'.al 

School to the Philippine Nol"mal College. 

\'loman suti"rage led to the passage of many measures i"avo:rablo 

to F.ilipino womanhood, the most important bein~ the net.1 proVisi.ons 

of' the CiVil Code l-lhich \d.ll be discussed in the ·next ch&pter. Ano

ther measure is the granting or riJ;lternity leave~ ldth pay to married 

woroen in the gover;ntll(ilnt service. Pl'ior to the enactment of: the J.Aw 

on June 14. 1941. ~:xpectan:t mothers employed in the goverr.ment had 

enjoyed no ·l>rivileges loihatsoevel". 

Coll!rll.omtea.lth .Act No. ?01 approved on Noverr.ber 1, 1945 appr<>

pri.ated P'SOo .• ooo.oo f'or the· protection or mothers in childbirth and 

t..~e reduction of' Want mortality; other measures provided cfor the 

establishment of maternity and charity clinics in the ruun:ic:ipalltics 

and t.""le esta.bl.:ish:nent or a lT.aternit-.r and Children's Ho~pital in 

Ea:nil.a. These are but a. tevt of the benefits that t·romen have so far 

aoq$ed sinee the grant o£ suf'!'rage to them~ 

THE. Fll.IPDIA AND t·KlRLD 1r1AR II 

The Japanese occupation of' the Philippines during ~·:orld ',o'"a.r 

II hardly left an iltipression upon the Fillpi.na- 's way or l.ife • Tho 
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reason £.or this is obviOus: !)f):noeracy has tar greater appeal to her 

than totalitarianism.. $he was exposed, it i.s quite true, to too 
same kind of suppression to which the Japanese had ·been subjected 

f'or centuries, but ·the occupation with its attendant trials and tri-

b~tions, :rears, tragedies and sorrows lllElrely" tested ncr i'I".eedon of 

thought. and a-ctiOn and. oncy . proved that the Filipina could well rely 

on bersel..f' .. 

Bent Qut· not ln"oken, a~ wre all the Filll'inos. in those dark 

~ars , ~e· Filipina s$Cret:cy aided the ·defenders of the democratic 

:w~:>rl.d l:>y participating in the guerrilla. mOVement, bolstering the 

morale Qt the prisoners or war • and pul.ling the 1-tool over the 

enemies' eyes. 

Perhaps ·~ ·way o£ courting the gOOchtill or .the Fllip~o 

peop1e. the Phi:Lippine· E:lte~~ive GC'Jll"..tnissl;onl4 ~sued Executive Order 

No. 14~ l.i,berillti.ng the divorce law l.n the cpuntry. it recognized 

the .f"oll.olo.'ing ea.us~s. t:or· divorce :1.5 

J.. .Adultery on the part• of the wife and concubinage on 
the part of the husband. 

2. Attempt by" one ~:pOuse aga:irist. the l.i.t'e or the other. 

3· • secom or s\lbseqUent marr~~e by either ~use 
bef'ore the forr.1er marriage has been dissolved. 

1.4 Body COJnpQsed of Filipino leaders :set up and. controlloo by 
the Japanese Forees in the Ph.:i.llppines. Tl'u-o~h this body'. the Jap
ane$e Ni.J..it:ary Adl:rd.nistrati.ontoverned the occupied Philippine ter
ritory dUring the early stages or the war. 

~5 Qf"ficial ~ou:rnal2f. the Japanes.e J.f1lft.:int; Administration 
(lanUa., 1.943}. n; w· J)-38. · 
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·4 :.. t.oatl"..sol'll6 contagious di.s~s~. 

s. In®rab1e. -wam ty. 

6. Impotence. 

7. 

a. 
9. 

Intentional. or :unjl!sti..fied. de.s-ertion .,.o. r· · ... one ycu.r. 

unexplained. absence ~or 000 ye:a.r. 

Repeated ~ violence or such nature that :spouses 
cannot continue li.vllll; together without end.:mgeri~ 
the lives. o£. both or or one o:r thorn. 

Slander by deed or gross insult to such an e.xtent as 
to make f'ui"ther livi.Jl& together impraet:i.cablo • 

"\-ndl.e some eouple·s took advantage of' tho· Jav. 3- &rfi.'lt tn..'lj()rU1.:>· 

imbued wi.th the ideal o£ the Sanctity and i;ncU,.$S01UQillt:,• Of n,ir .... 

riage were totally in:ii..r.f.erent. Besides. tho mer~ tact th1\t. tho 

execut~ve ·order was a brain-chilii .o£ the enell\Y .made it repW;n.Rnt.: to 

their moral. taste. The law received a natura~ dellth ~on tho war 

end~ and the American .liberation :rorces headed by Genex:-al Oow;a . .s

Y.ItB.cArth~ arriv~. Th~ the Japanese occupation wr.o:ught no chance 

in the Flli;pina. It. 11Etither det~acted nor added to her already hi.ch 

stat~s arid prest~e. 

Ori the oth¢r hahd the arrl.val. ot the liberation forces d.i.d 

alter the Filipina ~Qlll$Wha:t. H.uch to the surprtse or her eldor-'. 

and the ch~grin o£ "Fillpino swa:tri~. she darecl go out nth A.noric.an 

G.I. •s ldthout a cha~r<ln. It is· l:>elleved tha-t this. c~e o! front 

g~ nQ~ only out o£ her sense of gratitude and ho:.pita.aty th.'1t 
· r h · · · ountr"· 

fou.nd expression in, her :t"rieiXil..ines.s tq the l.i.beTatcrs 0 or c · .: 

but al.so ou:t. ot a I>ublieation entitled "29 G.rlpoS Ag·ai.nst F1.lip1r..AS~ 

i 
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"issued by thee .Alf:eri.can Forces in the Philippines in 194.5. The 

pamphl.et couq>lained. among other th.i.ngs. that Filipino soe~al customs. 

were straitlaced ·and the chaperon system prevented al'\Y kind ot com

pa.nions}dp between man and. woman. To the Filip ina who 13 . tull o£ 

pri.de • this was a challenge. Not Wcmti.ng to be ruismxierstood as 

old-f'ashi.oned and ~rmod, desirous to shCM the whi.te :foreigner 

that she wa!t well advanced in civilization and culture and that he 

will f'i.nd in her the equal o:f the wpmen in bis hom:~ land, she. threw 

caution and prudenc~ tc;> the rour Winds and r~t~ ll3.d dates wi.th 

the .Arneri.can G.I. ~a chaperon. 

The chaperon syst-em, however, did not £all to pieces quite 

sudden:l;r ·£rom then on. It sti.ll persisted but in .a modified form. 

Parents aJ..l..ow'ed their daughters to step out to parties and dances 

if they vent along 'With w0:100n friends ilwi ted to the same a.f:f.airs . 

This practice has continued to the present especial:cy- in the towns 

and :is found .genera~ agreea.bl.e to the women and their men._f'riends. 

In the hlgh schoo1s, girl students are usua.l.ly adVised to attend 

sclloo~ &f'.fairs in eoJI'.IPi&t\)" with thei.r girl classmates and f:riends~ 

never a1one ldth boys; or one of' the teachers is assigned to pi.ck up 

the gir ,ls in a car or ggrretela 16 and take them back ·home after the 

oecasi.on. otherwise. their parents wiJ.l not permit them to a.tterrl 

such gatherings. 

16 A horae-drawn carri;l.ge wi.th two wheels .. 
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IDVE, MARlUAGE. AND DIVORCE 

Under the ..Alllerleans the Philippines was no longer a country 

where the love li.re o£ her youth -was a closely guarqad affair. The 

parents~ role in this regard was gradually fading away. Love was 

the dominant· factor that brought ·about ll'llll"l"iage. no longer the 

parents. The youths were beginnill6 to feel that. the success or 

failure o£ their l..ove. H'f"e rested solely in their han:ls. EnliS}ltened 

parents shared their view while the conservative ones still c~ung to 

their tradition o:f meddling in the love af'i'a.irs o£ their sons and 

daughters. 

Exposed to the American .ideas~ the eas~ impressed youths 

we:re qui.ck to i.m.i.t.a~ \lbat they saw in the movies and to practice. 

what they read in books am periodicals~ 'l'hey ··a.cqu.iroo a certain 

amount of' f'reedoro developed by the public school. systetn and the 

iMpact <l1." modern trends characteri.ted by %1ian-woman equality. Among 

the eduda.tOO. classes, many girls were in con.nict with their ~ents 

over their right to choose ·not ori4r their professions· but also their 

future h~sbands. Insisting tha.t t."ley were rnablr'ed enouzll to tal~e 

care or themSelves, t.."~Jey si.de-tracked chaperons as orten as they 

could wi.thout imt.iting trouble in the famil.y. The>J not only pos

sessed ethical ideal.!:; and values but also carried these out even in 

the :face o£ strong opposit:i.on from their parents. l•.bst of them no 

longer .realized that. they vera acting against t..~e rulos that domi

nated t..~e moral ll.vos ani behavior <>i their forebears. 
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The Fll~pina discarded the old devices o:r courtship for she 

could no-..r met her men friends almost everywhere without rear or 

pryin.g eyes and glib tongues - at home and in soei.al clubs. school3. 

shops, ot.riees. and thMtres. .She was :tree to entertain them at 

parties -ard talk with them on econotr:iie, scient.i..fic. social, educa

tional., and pol.itical. subjects. Indeed, a revolution 1n her rel.a.

tl.onship with t.he opp()site sex l:tas occurred. 

Despite all these cha.hg~s. the Fll.i.pina. girl's behavior in 

l.ove was not tar remov:ed. from that o£ her grarrlmothers-•. Altnough 

she was inclined to modern trends. she still allowed hersel! to be 

prevailed upon occasionally to act in accordance wl.th the traditions 

o:f her people. Side by side nth the nG"W. in love, in marr-iago, as 

-i.n other spheres.- the old pattern persisted. Sho was most careful 

-not to !'la.unt her 10"re for all. the world to see; such act stUl 

shCF.-ted obvious bad taste. Except in a .few modern oases happrming in 

the city, marrlll.ges conformed to the tradi.tional formalitie~ observed 

in such occasions during the Spa.ni.sh tilnes.. The you.'"lg men t s parents 

or rel.atives paid a f"ol"lnal call to the girl's parents to propose 

ma:rr1age of the young man and his S'"..reetheart. If the proposal was 

accepted, the engagement was a..,'l11.ounced am the date of the weddit'l.(; 

was. set. 

A· weddirlg was most o.rtan celebrated in a church, although a 

civil cel"alll()ny ~as Just as bi.hding . As c-..tstoms demanded. the 

parents of the brldegrocim had to attend to all matters pert-1m\~ to 

the marriage - decorating the house and church. ..1\u:"nishing the bridal 

I 
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home • prepari.ng !"Or the banquet, and pre~enting the. ense:r.ble of the 

bride ·oorore ·. the nuptials~ All e~nsf)s were charg~d against the 

groon' s parents • 

The bride was not allowed to try on the wecid.ing attir(:) as 

t.lns a:ct was believed to bring bad luc'k. The ense."llble consisted or 

the traditional Filipina ·dress Vith a \lhite tull-e veil kept in place 

b:/ ~;>ra~e ·· blossoms.. and a. bridal bouquet. 

On the weddiiig: daY. tho groom, together w:ith his ·sponsor, 

\Jai.ted. for t:M bnde•s party i.n the chUrch. Bo.th parties then 

walked, up tel the a1£a,r. There mit;ilt bl3. I!lUSiC or nooo. a,t all arrJ 

attendants m.ieht or lllight not be present. 

After the ce~ny, brea;I-;fast ~s served usually in tho 

bride r s l'eS1dence. attar which the bride was ·taken to her husband's 

parental home where l-unch was 'Served to· the lti3Il 's family· and 

friends-. In some regions the ent.ertalnnent l3sted · till the even-

ing. 

Harriages were still contracted \{ith the idea of wrl.ty and 

indestructibility.. The church continued to birxl all couple-s to 

their marita~ vows. wbi.le customs' traditions' and. public opinion 

looked with di.sd.al.n upon couples who vi.olated their oaths. l-~ra

cr.rer. family discipline st.U11"rowned even upon mere legal seiXJ.ra

tl.on. Z.1ost si.gn:i£ica."lt o£ all, the laws themselves. 'whi:::h bore the 

i.ntluenee o.f re1~gi6U:S news, did not sanction a iiberal div<>rca~ 

Prior to 1917, a limited or relative divorce enforced during 

the .Spanish ru.1c continued to exi~. l3Y the enactment o:t Aet 2710 



in ~917 :t absolute: divor~ c~uld be had on two grounds: a:dult:ecy on 

the part or the wile and conctibinage 0:1 that of the h1.tsbahd. Ct.':ler 

gr'o".llrl s such as cruelty. desertion. incompatibill ty, ahd insilni ty 

were not recognized as su.ffi.c:l.ent causes 9!' divorca •. 

.A.f'f;.er a petition f'or a diyorce had been i"iled in co\Jft. the. 

spous$s were entitl~ to live .'lpctr~ rroro each oi!)er an1 to ~nag~ 

th~ir .respective p:r:'Qperties. Unl.f)ss tho court ap~i11ted an ad.-r.in

istrator. the husbal\d continued tp ~9 charge of the c.onjueal pro

perty. 7!hiis the di.voree prQCeedings ·were ponding, th,o c.ourt t·ude

provisions for the. support of the pl.inor children based on tho c-on

juga"l -property. 

On:cy- upon the final corr.ricti.on o£ a dcfendarrt for a.d~ltery 
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or ·concubinage wa.S a ditl;)rca decree granted. Tho decree ter.:;in.:1.ted 

the COll.li7IUJ1ity property and dissolved the bonds of fuatri.'llOny .:l.ff.er 

one year. iathin this period the spouses must gi:V'e ·their legitimatE~ 

children the property due them. A reconciliation might sto.p the 

proc:eedi.ngs if it was e.ffected before the expiration _or one year. 

I£' the di.v0 rce decree beca.~e finaJ; the spouses were free to rr.arr-J 

again and the minor children re!:1ain~d -with the innocent parent after 

the divorce 11as granted. 

Wi.th regards to husband..;.,.n..ra· ·relations.~ip, the tra:lition-

bound. group still .predomit~ated. ThiS group believed 1.n "'·omen • s 

.f'l<eedom and equality'l:>etween the sexes_, but it appeared that they 

tneant only equa! opportunity in education a.nd work~ ·'fhey held on 

to the old concept that .men belo~ t.o th~ stronger sex a.'id ther~fore 
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should rule the f'a.."!U:.ly-~ In their estimation, the best adjusted 

1n1rriages are those 'Where woman do not domintl.te their' husbands. A. 

dominant Wi.fe was •run..;Filipino'' and -when a woman was referred to as 

wearing the pants in the !'a.'!Ii.ly, her husband • as well as she • loro.S 

ridi'euled by his colleagues. 

I ventu...-e t.bc-e opinion that this consensus must have perfectly 

ll.latched the notions of. the conservatives and promptec;l the moralists 

a:nong our 1e~islators to allow the old Spanish law to in!'luence our 

L'lws under the American regime. As discussed previously. Sp.anish 

law recognized the undeniable truth that the husband should have an 

authority over the 'Wi:fa.17 By virtua of' thi.s lal-1. some civil rights 

of the wii'e wei"e· abrogated. Al.thougb she was considered the queen 

o£ the home. exercising. authority over her cblldren and tre··1t)n·kw.:; 

influence over her husband·, the latter was the 11padre de.· familia u18 

am be would not • .for all the world, countenance any in!ringe::;.ent or 

his being the .frur£1y boss. 

Thus. despite the much va:unted :freedom of the Filipino woman. 

:she was, in truth, not yet f'ully emancipated. It ren~ained :for the 

woman of the Repuhl.ic: to seek revicion o:f the discril7'.ir.ato~~ provi

sions o£ the old J;a.-.i arrl re!:lovo the .legal shaekles t.""lat still bound 

them. 

17 Supra 1 P• 46. 

18 Head o.f t:r..e fan-.lly. 



CH.Al'TER IV 

THE FILIPINA U!:IDER THE REPUBLIC 

TrUe to the prortdse of the Government. and l)COI)le or tho 

Driited states of .Antariea. the Presi:ient o£ the United $tates pro

c.l.g,i.med Phi],ippine In!iependE:mce ()n Ju.l.y ·41 1946. The erartt of thi!; 

:independence through a pea~eful <.'Onstitut1onnl ~process i~ a bril

liant exaz::tplf;) of colonial. administration. Through the United !:tates 

government Is ·policy or ''benevolent assiF.il.Q.tion" the Filipinoc de:v

eloped the -capacity !'or self-government and adopted the knerican way 

or democratic living. Indications shov: that this delllOCracy will 

stay with them not £or their benefit alone but for many other pooplE~s 

in the Orient as -well. 

As a new IllOl"".ber o£ the brotherhood of freo r..a tions • the 

Philippine Republic has a tremendous dut~· in its hands - to wor-k for 

the progress: and happiness of the countr"'.! and the reollle without the 

g-.lldir..g hand oi: a foreign ~1er. It is aVfare t:t.at, in the acccrn

pllsh...-nent of thia task, i.t will need the assistance not on~ of :nen 

but also of \oTO!nen who are not ignorant an:l. inexperienced in the 

ri.ghts am duties or good citizens in a de.":locrat.:i.c countr.r and who 

are :tacc'llstomed to the discipline of organi2oation and the calls for 

public service. '' As the previous regim.e has don:e , the Repuo!ic is 

eiving the people every enco.urag~;tent for advancer.:.ent. 
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Improved .~· status. i!l9, prsm_ertx relations. 0~ of' the 

latest achieve~ents of the Filipino -w:oman in her struegle £or r,>.orc 

f'reedo~ ·is the appr~vat, in 191-1-9 of the new Civil, Coda ~lbich ca.r.Je as 

an effect of' her poll.ti.ca.l enfran~hisement. In so far as her rights 

atl.d. capaeit;ies. are concerned, it i.s .a. .marked improveJ•e nt upon the old 

Spanish law lJQicll had oo~n . in force .in the. Philippines UI) to the 

first years of independence. Besides secunng to the women the 

rights· and pr:t vileges they have already acquired. t ha new Code reme

dies and .repeals< vartous· proVisionS. ot th~ old. COde which discrilTii

nated against them • 

.A proyisio)) of the n~ Civil C;od~ require-s any p~r::;on who 

Wi)..fuJ.4r C8-'Q.S:e$ l.oss or injury to another in a manner f.hat is con

trary to morals. good customs, or publ.~c policy to .compensate the 

latter f'or daln.ages. Under th.ts provision, an aggrieved girl, ir

respective of her age, bas. the right to sue a man for xr.oraJ. dar.ages 

which he had caused her.]. Unier the old Code, i.f she. were eighteen 

years old or abQva .at the tirno the immoral act was cotml".it.ted against 

h er person,. sha had no :wa~· to make the man answer charees in cour t. 

?::! a lliere matter or age, the old COde reco~nizes no cri.zr.e in sueh 

act •: 

'rhe husbard is .gj;ven the right~ deci<ie on the· place of 

re$iC.~nce £or h:i..s .fa.'!lily, but he c~"'ll1ot force his wife to stay With 

1 Civil .~ 2£ ~PhilipPines (HepUblic Act 386), AI;-ticle 
2~. 

i .. 
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hicc. should .he . v.ove to- plae8s that are dangerous.. unhealthy • o~ in ... 

decent. or i.t he moves to a .foreign -land .. Ilowever • if he is scrvin[;. 

the Republic in an ofiicial capacity, his wire has no cnoice but 

live w-ith hi.rll. abroad. 2 

Tl\e . husband is responsible for . the .fa.rUl.y t s support and must 

meet p:is expenses .first from the eonjugaJ. property, next from h:.is · 

o\m capital, and lartly from his w:±:fe 1s paraphernal p_:roperty.J 

A woman can now safeguard. her future . against unceri;.<'linty by 

agreeing in a marriage settleirterit lo.'i.th her mate that there shall be 

e1· complete separation of property. Thus,. u.r\ll.ke· ·under the o~d Code. 

today s~ can <l~ster her o\,'Jl property and dispose of it in a~· 

waY she- desires . even without . her hus'Oand 1 s consent/ -!· 

Ali :leases o-f a wife's property, re~le s :S or the l ength 

of term .. cannot be officially registered by- the .husbarri Withot..t her· 

authority. This llrirl.t.s the hUSband • s opportunity to meddle with 

he~ paraphernal property. :5 

!r it 1s so stipulated :in the lll.aiTiage se.ttlemont or if the 

husband expresses in a. public docume.n.t. the Wife. may administer the 

conjugal property and her husband's estate. It, however. the hu:3band 

acts as the administrator and i"raudUlently misr.ana.ges t he c-onj~al 

z .. · 1:121!1·, AJ:t,ic.le 110. 

J Ibid., ..Article 111. 

4 Ibid. , Article 140. -- -
5 Ibid .... Article 1647. 
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propf;lrty, the .Wi:f'e has the tight te> preyaii upon. t~l~ co~~ts f er 3 

separation of prop~rty, oz- f'pr adr~str-<:ttion by hcr:::cl.!. O!" !or 3 

receivership. The old Cod.e d.id not. gi.v& he.r this right.6 

Wi.£hout her husban1. 's consent, a zr.arri.ed wo::-..l:l . t:".av · t <~ t,uAran ·~ ·~ 

a.n .. obl..i.gation it. by so doinc. she shall not bir.d thr~ cc.n~ut::al 1~r<•
perty. Thi.s provision .gi.ves more liberty to hor i.n , de:\11-n~ lolith 1-~r:r 

own property and :i.t f"aciJ.itat.es her business transac.tiOi'l!l Wit!tO\.< t 

pt"ejud:i.ce to the conjugal partnership. 7 

Umer the nf)W Code, a marri:ed wor:~.:th can be n testatr.lx in hor 

own right and dispose o.r al.l hsr sep~atc propcrt.s as Yell :t:; h~ :r 

. . . . p 

share of the conjugal. property ill aey manner sho d•Jd:Jcs on." 

The ~'i:f'e who discovers that her husb~nl has alior.ated t h •' 1.1· 

conjugal property without hor previous knot.:l~de;o r:-..:ly , wtt:u.n tf' .. n 

years fl"om t.h.9 date the property was disposed oi, appeal to tho 

courts to armu1 any contract. entered into by h':)r husbnr.:i vhl.ch 1:r 

detrimental to ·her in~rest in sa.id property·. Sho:ul: t e:-ic fail to 

act accarding:cy- within the ten-year period, she or hvr he i.rc r-.a:; 

recover the property or dellw:rl i,ts value afte r the d issplution c.t 

the . marr.iage.9 

A sur-vi.Ying spouse is entitled to one ·hal.f .of t he cstat(\ :t!: 

6 lbi.d. , Article 167. 

7 p?id. • Article 20~1-9 • 

.8· Ibid., Arti-cle 802·. - · 
9 1m:4,. , Article 173. 
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his. or her sh~ or .the conjugal property left· by th~ deceased; :md 

in case the d~cea~ed•·s brothers and sisters. nephews and rU.eces 

SllrVive Wi;th the w:l.dow or widower. the latter shall inherit ono;..h.'llt 

of his -property· and .the ot.her half' will go to hi.s brothers. sister, 

nephews and n18ces.l0 To :illustrate this provision which amerrls an 

art :i.e 1~. in the .old COde: 

A mar~d couple are abl.e to a<:cwru.llte $50,000.CO during 

their :tke together. vlhe~ the hu$~ dies~ the Wife 1!; . ehtitled 

to $;7,500.00 ($25.c)Oo.oo as her share c>r the cc>n.jugal property pl11s 

$1.2,500.00 .from her husba.nd's share of tl:le pat~riership) whilo the 

deceased • s brothers , sisters. nephews. and Jlieces get ()nl.Y $12 • .500. oc. 

Adversely • uriier the old Code, when the husband di~~, hi.s loP-fa can 

claim onl.y $2.S.,OOOo.OO o.f the conjugal property, whllfil the other· 

$25,000. CO g~s to his kins. 

A ·provision o.f the neW COd& eives the wife :rreedOill to ex~r

cise Aey. profession ·or oe:cupa.tion or to engage in busi.l'Y:lss except 

wh~n her husband has sufficient income to maintain the· social 

stand,ing of' their f'amlly arxl when he has serious and valid grounds 

for hl.s objection. In the event. the .spouses cannot arrive .a.t an 

agree1r,ent on this 1'13.tter. they lll\lst consul.t their parentn ani grand

parents as well. as the f'amily · {:ounci1• :l.f there is any. This s tep 

is in accordance h"ith the Filipino ideal of close f;u:il,:,• ties. If 

it fails to ·solve thei.r problem. the co.urt r..a;r d@cide for them in 

l.O Ibid., Articl,e 1001. 

-
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Under the old C<x;le. parental authority was ~xercised by the 

rather exclusively and in his ge.fault by the rnother. Hd\~ \mdor tho 

new ··code. both jointly · exerd.se par~ntal a~thority •12 

The new Civil Code has provision only for leg~l separation •. lJ 

thus, ·1t Virtua"J.l¥ null:.:tfies Act 2710 lvhich proy:S.des for an absolute 

di-\rorce. UD:ler the present Code, a petitl.on "for le-g~l se~ra:tion may 

be .filed f()'r adul:ter-j on the· part of th~ lli..fe. concUbinage on the 

part of' the h.us'Qani, arid an attempt by :either spot:.se on the l ire of 

the other. ·The Code, h~wever. enjoins the .COurt to grant .1 decree 

of legal separation only after i;t is cpnvinc~(l that r .econCiliat:ton 

between the .estranged spouses .is impossible. 

~~rt world...n.g rights ~priVileges. 1>lor.on worke_rs receiV'~ 

a new deal 1n the enactn1ent of the Wor.~n arrl Chi.ld Labor La.\1 that 

t .ook e.f'!'ect on April 15., 1952. ProVisions .of this la.w prohibit the 

eruplo~oot of women in. any shop. f<1ctocy, corr.r.tel'c:i,al or industrial 

establishment. or other place of labor to perfor~r. work which requires 

the employee to stand always while ·-working. or which .i nvolves tr..e 

lif'tir.g or h~avy objects, ox-· to work between ten o 1clock at night 

and si..x o'clock .. in t.he mornif\5 o-r the :follo:-tine day.. The enplo:rer 

ll. lbid. ~- Artie:!.~ ll7. 

12 Ibt.i. Article "llJ.. _, J 

13 Ibid •• Article 97~ 

r 
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is ·not aJ.lowe.d to discriJnin.ate asru.nst any wo;n.m tnth respect to 

t~i-PlS and Corrlitions on account of her sex. rX~Jn ih t~e l"'..atter of 

;.;a~s. wner the la•.l, woncn ha:v~ a~quired the ri~'ht to 00 patd t:io 

s:1:~~ .s3l.a.cy given to a. ma.n for tha sane joh.l4 

Ma~rnity protection is Also provided by the bw for married 

'lfQ<."ll:m emplcrJees ori t~ farnilj' way. They are granted va~ation with 

pay tor six weeks prior to tbe e~pect~d d<lte ttnd anothor eic;ht 

~feeks after the date o£ deliv,ery or ~sc.tu:Tiate at. the rate or not 

less than 60'1.. or their rezuiar or aver'': :~ \.ze~kly wages. J!ur::.lng 

tT;Others-, on the other hand, are ail..Qw¢ at least on~-ha1f' bout' 

tWice a ·day during. working hours t::> nurse thoir chll:iren.l.5 

&nployers are bound by the law to establish an adequate ri'Ut'-

sery Mnaged by a registered nurse o:- a qualified. mid\.rife "'-'~r tile 

place of :w:ork when there are at least i'i!'teen nursi..'le mothers in 

their err.ploy. Furthermore, they cannot di.<>charge a wom~"l er-~ployee 

tor the purpose or preventi.ng he~ trou enjoyi.Il;! the benefits. of thtl 

law:; ::'leither can they discharge her :rlhile on la:we on accou!lt or 

pregnancy or eonf'iMment.lb 

Since the enac'b:1ent or the above l.aw, women Labor and effi-

ciency have corxt,ri.buted large~" to the economic progress of the 

country~ Table :II. on pagesJ.bO · - lQl shows tho women• s active role 

l.4 ~lC>rrtn :and Chi.ld Labor Law (Rep"""JlJc Act 679) , Section 7. 

lj Ibid. , sec~ioil 8. 

16' ~· , Sect:lon 9. 
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in the projection of labor 't;A:t'O\lghout the len~th an~t breadth ot thu 

archipelago .17 

As :indi.cated ln said Table, out o!' th~ country.' s pop\ib.tl.o:1 

o~ Zl,440,ZOO as of J~ 1, 19p4. 8•276,0:)0 comj')ri.se the tot.al 

number of" workers. or this nu.l'fl'Oer. J,Jl3,000 are ten.=llt:!s co!lstitut-

i1Jg 41~ o~ the total labor Coree . This porcentage as:Ju.-nes· .increas..; 

ing signif'ic,mce :when one reali:zes that in t i'ie years b~foro the 

Anterican occupation, onl:f \olo.ien .in the looier classes had ~rea.t 

freedom to work. 

Greaterlnterest in. politics ~ rrov.ernm•mt. Sln¢e tht~ ef-

tec;tivity of the \'loman su.r.rra.ge Law in 1937 • it has been obsol."'Ved" 

t~t a pUJ'!iber ~ women merely suffered theuiselves to be pernu:\ded 

an-:i .led to th.e ·poll.S to exe:rM.se their polit teal. rteht. Political 

leaders and campaigner~ loter.e kept, busy ue-rore and during the elec

tion days ··making the rounds of: ho\,lses an-1 ilrt;~ the wor.1.an to cast 

their vote.s. Apparently, JllUCh. preSSll!'S ~s exerted before · tb~ 

W'omen ectnsented to g.o to tha polling pl.1~es. Thi<'l was especi::1.lly 

t~ among w~n in the rural areas. 

Times haVe chRJ1ged. however, and nowaliays mo.re a,.'ld .tnoro 

wonen are going to the polls. j()iliirig :political oantt..,azons .• :,in:i 

beco-::Ung standard.." be~rs ot pollticiU. parties for elective posts. 

t·:hether as mere voters or as candidat.es • women in polltie.s work 

17 Dat.a furnished by the Bureau of Cen::;us and statistics, 
}~ila • Ph.i.1ippirle s. . 

r 

-



~ 
\........___._ --

·----·--·- ·........__._ ....,.- __ ....... . -~ -- :.. .. 

.TASL.::; II 

P110JZCTION OF LABOR FOHCEl.S T~ Y&\..li.S OlD .<U:t) o•.-m . FOlt t'UE f}UL:tPPn:~ 
BY IliDU5TRY DMSION . AND BY ~ J.Jm !tm·!Sfu CF . Fmf.otts DEPI::Jb~~Tl9 . . . . . ·. . 1954 . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . 

- -· -· -. -

••,-},A t 
: . t, ·· ., .. · : · . - _- : .~aM~r -o 

Ind-.;.stry !Jivi:;ion : l.\lncer of :~orkers ; Perecnta&e of DiStribution , Porsons 
Hale : Fcmalo : Total : H.tie ~ . _ Fezr.ale : : Tota.l __ :neoon_dfint20 

I. A~ric'Uittlrd~ ForPstr-.{, : . : . : : : : : 
Fishins and Hunting •• ~ ;J~4o6,oOo: 2,499 ,000:5,899.0()0: 6$.57 , 75.33 : 7l.Z6 ; lS.2'78~o·o·o .. " . . . ··- . . •. 
A. Agric~lture and : : : : : : : 

l..ivt-stoc~ •••••.••• :),lO?,COQ! 2,489,·000;.5 • .596.000: 62·.67 : 7).01~. : 67.59 : l4,49l,o"OO 
.!3. F:ornstry ••.•.•••.• , : ll~ ,000: 1• 000: 15. COO: .2.8 ! • 02 : .17 : J'i,.-000 
C. oi .... '"in~· . . · '7.·7· "o·· o· • <~ r<.o·o· • "ci' c·""o · .f: ·~9 • ~7· • ~ - · ·(:! ·· 746 ·-ooo • r ..., ..... o. ·• • •· • ... ~ ·• ·• • ·• • • • - - t '-'' • , t\i - • ·· _.....,r;:, •· --~-. • wl•-..,. · • •·4 • .,J • ...,..._, • • 

D. H'.mtirl& .............. : 2,000: - : .z.coo: .0) : ... : .02 : 4,000 .. . .. . . . 
II. non~Aerlc\lltu:r.;::.l T.!n::ler• : : ; : : : : 

ta"~ n··s· ·, t: r;o .co·o • 0 19 · ooo ~., .., .... 7 r.o·o • ..,1 U..J • ?!• r7 · ·"~· 71• • t... "~ . f<'i r-. ..... £.:. • • •• • •-• • t • •• • ~ e ·~t;,·., .. ~ . ,. • (.) , I . ." - ·~·~(- -t\,' • .., .. • • - t"·• .-- • "-Will - t ~ Jt.J-. . ~H . • 
~ . }.'A:ni·n·· r~.,_ ·,) ' 'l•;,.r....,..-\n~ ' 21 oo·· Q• . ' "l ~('f"' • · 4~ ' 01 • zt.., • t::.< 000 
"'' · ...L.. u \.h& ...... t,Q, ·J ..&....~ • · - · • • • . -~ .~ .. ~- · • ..1 • . - . ·• ·- -- .. _,~....,. , _ 
n · ':' .;,:,;.,tf;. "'t•·--..i,..;•,; . · • '"lOt..· Qf'rh ?5? 000 • i1' -::: rV'\t". • ·5·. &1 • 7 Ko· ·• /., . .1'.,., • 1 4l. ["}. ·000 
- -· ~ ... "' : - _..o:: . ... , .-... .... : ~ :~;1- .-• -·- •- ·-··-• • ~w.., . .., , ..,... • .... -•- • .; .r\.J • ..,_ •. J. · -~r • t ·• ~ • ':)":-' • , . . 7 .J . 

c, G<mst~.J.ction ...... q : 1t.1.ooo: - • 161,ono: ;.z4 : - : 1.95 : 4l:.ooo 
D. Trnr.~:port..ation anJ -~ . . . . : : : . =' 

c~::)mica"t.ion ~ .• ~ : ; ; • : : 
::., . \ . ~ t ~ ·•~ ,· .. :, ~ . .:: ."'"' .• l l:tl ·otv'\. ? J'V'Ii"\ . ., _p')- rt"-·c· • -~ - _.,., • ,.., ... , •. ., .~~ I·""- "00 
• .,...;,.. ·Jrr. ~ : .. v.a..-~ . ....,...,:w .;..:.; . •,. .. -~'• • v v • -•"'·· ..... .,..__._,_.., .... r• _,-.--- .. ....., • ••-,(-- • ( .... -.. • ..., 

. . ... ·~~--.. . ·. , · -,i.-., " ·"'"'. l fn o·o· - ~.. • • .,.') /V..~. 4 .-6..; • c: 1'\:: • • •. 07 . ·1·. "' < c·o" ..., • .... o .... ... cr.coo . •. ....•• _ .. _. .... .... ...... . ,.., .. ,.\.· · ;, ., ... . ..... ~,'-"·\..Y- · • ., ".J • ,·'"!~ ·t """'~-., - • . \,.-.)t..: , '-' 

..... 
() 
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./ 
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/ 
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TJL:L.!. II (Cont.lnl.~ed) 

l"~P..OJ~C':'IOU OF l.ADOH FOHCJ31f.:· TEN Yi:li\.1.15 OLiJ .i\liD ov::n ro:, T1t~ r :!!l-lPl'Jl:...s 
BY UIDU:TRY DI'ITISIOil AliJ :?Y SE;{ /~m ~IU:·3~~ OF l?ERSO:l~ :;~ .. ;::J::IT19 

19,54 

• • 
1'\lr'!bcr or 

lndu~try Divi.~ion HUlllber ot T..rork~rs • Per~entar-e or Distribution · ·cp· · ·. .· • · · · "" · ·. ·. · · · ·. • er~ons 

; Y.ale : Female : Total ; Male . : F~rr.ale : Total ;Deoonder.tZO 

F. Services . ~ ......••. 

1. :iove rr .. nc:1 t •.... • 
-:!.. F-er!~Ot~-1 •• -4! •• --•• _. 

3. ?ro.fe~sion~l •• n 

~~. Rccrflation •••••• 
s·. others •••••• •.• .• 

581.000: )81,000; 962,000: ll.?~ ; n;4? . ll.62 : . . . . : . . . • • 
! 281.000~ lG,ooo: 2?7.000: ,5 .. 67 . .4? : J .. fl . . . 

176 .. 000: 231,000: 457,000: ;.ss . 8 .. 47 : 5.,51 . • • . 111,000; 82,000 : l9J,OOO; 2.2) . z. k·S -: 2 .,., . . • . _ _,_ . 
: 1).000~ 2,000: 1,5~000: .27 ; ~06 . .18 . . • 
L ___ 96 ...._000 : 1 S .000;, 1J.l_.000L~__l_,;9..5~; 1¥-t . o- l.3; . . 
.. ., 4 • • • • . . .. . . . . 

Tot~.l {?h-iltr·pines) .__.:,_ ,;Y,_.95S.OOO: J:US3,0C~t')! 8 ,27S.OCO : 100 ; 100 : 100 ; 

2,491.000 

774,000 
1 .181.,000 

4?7,000 
)9.000 

290,000 

Tot3.l populatiort - . 
Ju:cy 1, l95h: 21,4lt0 ,200 

Total labor 
rorct:J : 8.276.oco 

Pel'centa~a of labor tc;rce to 
total population: )3.6~ 

13 L.2.l:ot force re!"!1:l:"s to the cconomicall,y actiV"e popt•.lation, that is . t he tot<}.i number or 
e~nploya~1 persoi'l.D, incluJ.ing 0io:ployert, per~:ons vrorldn~ on their o• ... -n ac\"o..mt. salaried e~ployees and 
\•!,l~e earners, unpaid fat.".ily W'OrkflrS, artn~d forC~$ (a~ n\)J'!ber Of \l.nB!i.i_)lO;_:-e l per:;on~) • 

19 Pata .f.\.1rniohod by the !?'\.ll·ean o! Consus t-.~d Statistics, lan.ila. 

20 The nur:~er of dependents vr.l.S cp.lculatcd. on tho bAsi~ of th~ ratio 2.59 of total labor forea 
to total populn. tion . · 

t:> ...... 
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toward, a COIIIl!'lOn eM,: An honest and efficient gavernroont .. 

The data l.n Tablo l.II prQVe t..'le increasing interest o~ the 

women in the exercise o£ t-heir politi:cai right~ Tho figures .show 

102 

tba.t there are :more. women ~l.acted to the lower branches of the gov

emm.ent than those elected to the higher off'iees such as those of 

senators. representatives, and members of provincia~ bOards. No 

woman govsmar has yet been elected. 

Et-en in the PhllipPi.ria Ci-rll Service which i::> open to wo:oon, 

al.though WOII'l$n holdin(; gove-rnment of'fic~s al"e almost as nunorous as 

tne nen, thEl . higher posts are mora orten than not given to the r.:on. 

\-l0171en occupY' onl;r the subordi."late ones. The Departtnent of .Educa-

ti.on is. .for example, otxJ branch of t.'le governmont in which womon 

predominate num.&rioally, but a ·majority or them aro mel"e classroom 

teaohers. The Secretary of Education who is head of t he departr.1en t, 

t."le "Undersecretary of Educati.on, the directors of t he Bureau of 

Publle Schools a."ld the Bureau of Private. School~, anJ the Di-vision 

Superintendents of School3 are all men. 

This stata of affairs can.'1ot be at.ttibu-t.ed to wo:~e::1 1 s dis-

interestedness in politics and goV'ernr.:ent.; for, ~s the said table 

i.nd:i.cate-s, tba number ot :female voters has increased si:1ce t.'le e~ec-

ti.ons in 194?. Neither should it be int.arpreted a.s the la.cl> of 

competent women with excellent quall.i'.i.cations who can hold high 

govel"'lln'lent posts as well as men. The reason lies in the still un-

uprooted ideal that man is su:pertor to wo:'lan. The Filipino man • s 

sense ot superiorlty. wnich was de:valoped to a rr:l3.t-kod deeree by 
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TADLL; 111 

T ASUT.....,\l'£0 ~: ;· :CTIO!l n.~t)L'r~l 
P!Il..LI.PPIN~. 

:liove.~ber- 11, l947:I!ovember 8,-1949:?1ovenmor l.J, l95l:Novanil:)er-fo.- 195) 
Local : Naticma,l ; Local ; Nat~onal 

: iDa ltfrt~2tlt&l ; Eioetions : and tliti.on:U • i.: Eleeti.QM 

No. or Registered Voters ••••••••••• 
No. or Voters 'f:fuo Vo.ted •• q ........ I 

:4,)20.,671 :,5.2Jlt224 ;4,7.$4,)07 ;,5,60)•2)1 
:).26S,022{75.56%):),700,7'28(70.74%):4lj91,109(92.J6%):4;)Z6,706{77.21~) 

~lo. of Fema.lc Voters Who F.et:i:;t.erP-d. 
~~. of Ferra.lc Voters ~·Jho Voted ••••• 

~1 • .599 .;64 :1,94<>.21£ :1,90.5.571 :2,277 .1.9) -
.l,2.J;.e.le{77 . 14-~) :1,J24,4J5(68.26~Y:1a'i70 .Jo2(92.9o~):l.765 .347(77 .51~) 

Uo. ot 1-:.al.e Rceistetred Voters ...... . 
llo. of tf;ale Voters Hho Voted •••••• -. 

:2,6;4.164 :),195.596 :2.848.7:36 :),,'32),4)8 -
:4,030,605(77.08~):2.25.$,482{70 • .5S%);2,620,807{91.99%):2,;61,J.59{77.02i'6) 

~=o~ 
No. 
l~o. 
lib. 
~-!o • 

.or· S_ena~or ~ •....•. ., ......... '!' ...... . 
of Fou..ale SerJt:~.tcr::; •••..•••.•••• 
of RepresentaM.vos ••••••• , ••••• 
or Fomalo Rer-..resenta.tives ••••.• 
of Oovern.or·!: •..•• •.•• , ., ..•• - ~ • , • a. 

!!o. ('tr Lt. Oovf\rnor:: .... .. -..•.. -.- •.. ... : 
1!6-. of }:crn.oors or Provincial 3oard • • 
::o. or Fer..D.le :·:e~'i::lers of rrovincia1 

~~~-d. ......... .. •.• .. ·-· •..... -... -.• .• • :. 
\' ~- ·r·· i · 1 " ~ .o • _o.. ._ ~;un_ C.l.I.)n .-.L"'..j' e> r:; • _. • • • • • • • • •• 
Ho. of l"omaJ.c 1-:U.n::.cipal :-~'lyo.t·o ••••• 
!-!o. of :··).:rd.C-ii:<-"1 <tJic·,..;: -~~~·cr~ ... .... . 
t:o-. o! ?ci~lalC t,TiC~-! ~j:o~s- . . • .. •. •. • 
::o. or l·:uil.icipal CvuncUorc •.•••• • • 
l!o. of Fc:rr;.1n :·:n."''icipal Councilors • • 
:;o. or Citj~ ~-~yor~ . -.. -.. -. ~ .. _ ..... -.. .. . .. . . : 
,, ·r· .,... ·t · ••-t . l " . ·. . .,o·.; o \'.l.. ~, ., .c~-.·4Y9r!j . . ......... ... .... ~ .... . 
~·~.o. o~ C.i~~~ Councilol'~ ... • . ~ •:. . . .. .. . . : 
:!o. ot SHy ~c:r~le: ·:ounciicrs • • . . . • ! 

a ; e : 9 , a 
l 

45 
1 

100 

2 
QC:" 
,..;/ ... 

6 
9.5~ 
22 

6.010 
274 

61 
J 

. . 

·: 

100 
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3P.a.'lish law ·and. eustOII'l3 makes him feel hwniliat~d to be a vomn 

exeeu~ive's mere .:rubordinate~. Another .deterring factor is the Fi.li-

pi."'lo woman t.s shyness in app:cy-ing tor of£i:ee jobs. They st:Ul lack 

the ~ggresslvoness of the malo. ot!'iee job-seekers. in spite or their 

outstandLig qualifications. 

i.Jornan's political organizations are anothe·r i ndica:ti.ori of th.e 

grct..rihg interest ot women 1n t.h.;~ ·lil:loM.nery of their government. Out-

standing· are two recently f"ow:ldec:l: Tho League of vloman Voters o~gan

ized b:r l!rs. Pura V. Kala.v and the llational Polltieal Party of ~·!oman 

hoade<i by Attorney Josefina R. Phoc:laea. 

:Ftomss !!!, education:. ThE) grea·t number of students seeki.ng 

enrollment in scllools "iminodiately att~r the war was almost .fantastic. 

Boys and girls of" all s.ehool ages s~e.ITlC<l to have come trOlll every 

corner of the count,ry. .It loqked as t.l1ou~ the suo.ee.utul termin.a~ 

tion of the war ba.d suddenly whi.:l)ped up a renewed ho~ in them and a. 

desire for more education. This interest is expl.lincd by the fact 

that the ~overnment opened up as lllal\Y school::; as it could possibly 

finance and pareAts wilU.ngl;y ~ontributed their sha_re o£ the finan

ei;:.ll bUrde::t. Thus ~PZ.~ng ma.v more parent-teac:tt~r org~"l.izations 

tb.t'oughout the country which w~re .added to the few e)Q.st.i.ng ooos 

befor~ 19~1. 

Pri.or to the war. elementary schools for 'int.ernadia.te grad~$ 

were . .roum .only :1.il toWns.; today l>Qth th~ pn.mar:t and intermediate 

sc.'itOQ'ls are also toun.:l 1n centralized ba.,~os. Public secorrlacy 
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school.z. were EJstabl.i.shed only in the capita~ town or each province 

be .fore t~ war. ·and boys and 'irls t'r01:1l nearbY and. remo'W to\l."l'lS 

journeyed to this pl:u:e ancr set up temporary Uving q\la.rters for the 

duration of' the s~hool terin; today centers of big populations 1,n 

eacli province have a pUblic $econdacy schoo"l and <me or two or thre~ 

.private schools having el.E!mentary. secondary and. collegiate depart-

ments. 

A signif'icant aspect o.r Phill!Jpin$ education today is tho 

renaissance ot Philippioo mtiSi.c ani dances. To Dr. Jorge C .• Bocobo. 

a cU.sti.nguisl19t:i patriot and cultural leader. the Filipinos owe the 

r~vi.vc::!J. of the peop).B 's interest :Ln their native music and dances. 

A.s pre~ident of the sta"-e llnive;rsity ~()tll· 2934 tO 1939 tu:id later as 

SeereUi.ey ot Mlle. Instruct;on, he ti.rg~d evei'ybody and ~u schools 

to help ~vive and. popul;irize Philippine folk songs an.i folk dances. 

'Finally .. a book entitled Phi.liwine ~Tati.onal .Dances wrl,tten by 

:Y.!rs. Francisca R,. Tolentino was published af't.er a most pai:'lst%l .. k1ng 

researcb whi;ch took the author to remote to"Wns and barrios all ov.e~ 

the coWltry.. Sha was aided by old :ten at'..-.i ol,d women who remembered 

the da.."'lces and songs o! long ~go and reenacted them to he~~ Young 

boys and girls did riot know these then. 

~vith t}Je advent of Philippine indepeooence, thio cUltural 

renaissance assumeci na.ti.onal .proportions. and today, the young folks 

are taught their ·native 1nusio and da."lces. in all schools. };ass folk 

dane~ an::l conilriu."'d ty sing~ or native ::;ongs are now important 

feat~es of sc..~ool festivals. 
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Philippine imependence has als~ in$pired lsa(iers of the 

country to include in the school curriculwn a sty.riy or tho ·:Filipin,o 

!~tiona~ LangUage. It is now one o'£ the sV,bjects reqllir~~ tpr com

pletion Qf the ' e1.ementaJ.-.r and secondar:t courses and o£ .c01,1rses for 

teachr;trs. In -conneet..ion with the studY of this subject. besides its 

gra:mna.r and composition. the students taka up . Philippioo histocy and 

folk stories. biogr~phi-3s arrl anecdotes of national heroes. a.n.i Fi

lipino traditions aM. customs. 

Training of coeds in Hani.la schools '£.or iuilltar; duty is per.:.. 

haps the most progressive innovation in women education -today. 

l'ior'len college students are join~ t;..he ,:Toman'~ Aux:Uia.ry f(}~ Civil ... 

i;in Def"ense (WAC} which is designed as an emergency measure in the 

~ent . t-h~re arises a rieed .for More soldiers i.n the A.rme-d Forces of 

the Republic. l'be gi.rJ,s are supposed to take over· the work of the 

rear echelons of the ant\Y" in p:tac;:e of soldiers who may be needed in 

t.lie i"ron"t • 

ThroUgh the initiative of the- Lyce\Wl of Nani.la, a recently 

e.stabl.ished co-educ.ati.<mal law school, the fir.st phtoon of uni-

.for.r.ed coeds bas been orga~~ri. For three hours a ·week on Sa:tur-

days a:nd Sundays, t.'lese girl.s go tntoU:gh a rigorous traini~ which 

includes corresponde~1ce, anny rul.es an:i re~tlons. nursing, evac

uation o£ the sick and-wounded, na:rkS!!lans.~ip ?Td judo. and drill. 

Other· schools which h,ave also started set t:ing Up their o;.fn uni-ts 

are the Ul'li~rsity of the Philippin*s• too National Dni varsity, and 

the Phi1ippine Normal Colle$e. 

--
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Since hi.gher education a."ld the proi'essions are open to wo!llen, 

it is no longer a nov~lty to see a good nunber of Filipina. doctors 

of philosophy. physicians. dentists. cheMists. lawyers, pharmacists. 

pub1ie accounta..'1ts, engineers • architects, journalists, teachers, 

a!rl nurses. Their m.nnber is e.xpected to increase as the di.fferent 

colleges and universities are tu.rning out more graduates every year. 

Table IV shows the great n'Ull'ber of :women enrolled in various courses 

·o.f'.tered by private professional schools in l;anila and the prov:i.nces 

durir.g the ac:ademic year 1954•5.5. 22 

During the last four school years, the University of the 

Philippines has contributed a good nu."nber of women graduates to the 

professional .field as shmm in Table v on pace 1{)9.23 

Enhanced social. w-elfare l-iork. The truth of the contention 

ot WOIIJiUl suffrage leacters that they are capable oi~ helpin{; ,solve 

.rr.any social ills continues to be proved by their incessant. activity 

a.lcng thi.s 1.ine. Uoroen of the Republic have added to t:'~e long list 

A.'llQn& t!le most recent and acti.v:e ones are the following: 

is composed of: Wives of men in the medical profess ion. ThoZt· are 

activel;y engaged :in the efforts of their htlsbands to proMote hca~th 

and health education in the countr:,r. 

22 Data :furnished by the Eurea.u of Private Schools. i'nnil...<l. 

2J Data rurn:i.shed by the Rezistrar of' the t:'niversity of tr..Q 
Philippines. 
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TABLE IV 

OOLU)'j:rf..TS E::~W:~:l' BY OOL"RSES 
HAl:ILA )-.l·ID PROVINCzS 

19.54-19.5.5 . . . 

Courses 
l• Four.;.Year Cotu·ses 

~i~~t~-e . _.: .. ·-II:' . .... -· · •• .•• ·• ....... ·• 

.A.r~r~te-CtUl'e . .... -.- . _ •• •• -.... ............ . 
~~l~_~tey. • ... ~ . ....... .. . ~ .... .... -· •.•• · ....... . 
C()l'!'Cer.ce •. _ . ..... . .- :•.- •-..... -................ ... . ,., .• 

.. ~nti.s.tey . ., . ... : ..... ~ .... , ~ :~ ,.. ...... ~ ... · ~ · · ·• 
~onor.ii.es, "Fino.ne~ and A..coounti~. 
~ucatio_n ........... ....... ... ....... • _.,. 
~~enng: . ....•..... ~ ...... ~ · - ~ -.. ·:· :· ··· 

-F~ .A.I--ts •• .• , • .• _ ....... .. ... ... ~ - •. • .• •. • -: 
-Forrei..,"!l Se~c~ ••••••• ~ •. · .•• ·~ •. ; .. 
liotJ.o· .Econ~~s • •. ... • • . • ... • • • • • • .• . • • . . • : · 
Ind~ria~ Til!cllnology· .• ••.•••••••• 
Phi.losophy and L~tte:-s ••••• •. ..•• 
I..a.W ... • • .-• • • • • •.•• • • • . , ..... • • • • • • • • • • • 
r±'beral .Arts ... -.••.••.•..•••.• ~ . . . • :: 
1-:us~c. •-:• ... ................................... .. 
. ~~sitlg_· -. ~ •••• t: .-• .- • • .......... -. .. • • .. ••• 

. . 
12.5 ; 
374 

;;,4)3 ~ 
. 749 
· ·zz• 

10;238 
4.:2'2 : 
:5~ : 
42 

949 
2 

~l.O : 
.549 

2.880 
1.239 
1,476 

12: 
14 -: 
93 .: 

J,6e;; -· .153 . . 
14 •. ll-9,5. ; 

10J 

. .. 
l2. 

225 : 
J.Qll 

ejo 
:510 

To~il 

J2 
1)9 
46 ? 

9,W 
902 

2.4 
Z'l-.72j 

525 
51 
1~2 

1,?)4 
. 2 
222 
771 

5•891 
z.o69 
1,986 

i~~ti.~~n -·· ..... ·- ........... .. .... ·"' . . 59 -::· 
C)p~tey- ~·.:-....... --·· .... · . .. .. _ ·- - ~ 'I!' . .. ·• ..... II- • is'3: 

.. . 59 
233 

4t5Cl7 
2 
1 

27 
7 

.. . 
P~cy ... _ .. -: · . - ~--· - · - · . ...... .. _-·-~ - ~ - · -~ -· - ··• .. _. : . _;._142·-. : 
~eysl.cs -•- ••••!t•··~- ··,~ ~·--· --· - ·!- ·~-- - !~~·: • : 
.Sooia.l . .. _Scr.vi.c.e_ .... ~ •..• ~ . ~ _ •. . _ ... : •• _ ... , • 

1,)6.5 : 
2 : 

Thec~o~ •· • · •• ·••-·•:•·- ~ · ····· ···· ···~ ·-· ···· · · :.. 
ZoOl.og)+ .............. . .... , ••. _ . ... ... ..... -: -.• · ~ 

n. Fi.vo~Year Course 
......... ~ .... •· ......................... . 

III. Graduate Courses 
Arts and Sciences ·• a •· ·• ·• • -• ' ·•·.• • <ti • • • . a 

Che.~~ey .. . ... . "II! ..... 41 ••• ~-. ~·- · • · .···. ~ • ~ ·: 

iliuea.tion ............... · ····-· :· ·· ~ -·· ·- -·-·~- · 
l!or.tc .&ortor.'..ics ............ -· ....... ~ •• -. 
r.a.w • .... . • • •..•.••..• -· •• ·· .••.••• .• •· ... • •.•. 
Ut~ratl.lre ..... ,., ............. ,., .. .. . . . . :.· 
l·=~~ing .. , • . • • . . . . . . .. . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . :. 

1 

# . 
2,094 : 

. 
•· 

27 ;· 
7 

42 

. .. 

... 

. . 
1.55 : 21 176 
'•4 4 

409 .: Yt-3 757 
4: 4 
9 : 9 
? . 2 9 

10) ~ lOJ 
5 :- : 5 p.~~cy ........... --....... ···-·. -. ........ .. . 

Ph'ilqs·o.w •. · . ............ · .. ·. · . . . . . · .. · · · ·-----1=..:2'-·: _ __, __ ·----=1=-'J 

Tot .a l .... , ..... .... ... t . ...... . : Jl!lin 2s.71z s? .oz5 

-
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tABlE V (Continued} 

irul·l8ER OF GRADUAT:S 
UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES 

. . . .· . . : 195.2 : . 12.5J : --1954 ; 1955 
C o u r ~ e .s : M : _ F : M : F : l<t : F 1 M : F 

: 
Bachelor or .Philosophy n ........ •·Oc• ••• ~· ·~H ••••••. .: 

Bachelor of Science.· in ~ishe.ry •.••••••••••••••• : 
Bachelor of Science in Agriculture ............... : 
Bachel6r of Scit:mce in ·Sugar Technolof:Y •.•••••• ; 
Bachelor of Sci~>noe in Home Technology ••••• • •. • .,: 
eerti.ficat~ :l.n . .Agricul.tural Education ••••.••.•• : 
Doctor or 1)3ntal Had.ic~ •• •.• ~ •••••••••••••..•••• ; 
Doctor of Veterinary }1~ici.ne •••• q ••. • • •••••• .- . ; . 

Bachelor of Science in Industrial Pharmacy •• ••• r 
}l:lst~i- of . P'J.clio Administration ••.. ••••••••••••. ; 
¥aster of Ind~ttrial l';anageinent ••• ,_ ............. : 
!-!aster of .Educ~tion , •.• · • ••• • ~ ••. ·• · ........ ·•.· ••• • • ~ •• : 
21aster Qf -~s- ....... ,. ••• ": •••.•• _:.-•.•• -... _ .•.. •-• •.• -........... _ ••• r 
i·:ast~r of 4ci·~ne.e . _ •...• _. , ..... ~ -...... _ · •- - •.:~ · - · ~ . ... _ ...... ·• •· : • . :. : 
B·achelor or I.at~S ••• " •• t. ~ • - .... ....... ..... ·· : ~- * .• • .• -: ........ :. 
¥..a star o·r .Lavrs .................. . ... , .... ........ ·t . • .•••. : 

-!)O·ctcr of .. l·:edicino ................................ : 
:'1cr:t,ifi'~ te in Public ~gienc .................. : 
DQct.o:x-· of· .. Ph.ilOsO}'>lly •• ~--•••••••.••••••••.•.••• .•• ~ •• ·= 

- ~~-~·· 

. • 
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The ~ Ler;aJ. A.id C).i.nic Qf_· the ~·JQDen La-:-ryQrs-1 Association 

or the Philippines offers its se:Mrices t:o all individuals, associa

ti.ons. and agenci.e.S in need of' lega~ aid. It ha.s part1.eularly been 

helpfUl in the present drive against c'UrrE>nt sex crill:as preva16nt in 

the cities. 

Not to be outdone in the perf'omanc~ of work for tho necey, 

wi.ves or top o:r.ricials or the national goverfllllent oreaniz.ed a unit 

df the Red Cross Volunteer Corps Special Services. No less tr~n tho 

First ·Lady· cf the Land herself, Nrs. n.ar..on f:.:azs~ys."l.y, heads tho or-

ganizati.an whose membership includes wives of cabinet !~!embers. or· 

mell:lbers of Congress.,. of Suprene Court jw:i~es, of the ~ and i:a'r.,· 

top ~fi.cers, and o! the bureau directors. Best kno\m as the Laoies 

!!!. Blue • they sew h9spi.ta.1 linen, pr~pare surgical dressincs :for 

hdspitals. charitable organizations, and tho Red Cross and relief' 

clothing for vicM .. rr.s of disasters. They also darn and patch go\-ms, 

·pajamas• and bed linen for military hospitals. 

Ladies 1u Gray i.s another unit of the Ph1.lippirce ~!ati.onal Red 

Cross whose duty is to help soldiers !l".a.ko their illness in n-.ilitary 

hos.pi.tals bearable. They visit the patients in the-ir "t-rards to dis-

tribute ?.ed Cross gli'ts a."ld flowers. they- read to the patients l."h.o 

are unable to do so, they serve re:fresh:nents to t~~o patients and 

tr..eir visitoi"s. they hold entertain:·'1ent an.:.l prograr1s and ga..":'le tourna-

ments for the patients. and do a hundred other little things that 

generally xr.a.ke sick soldiers cheer:fcl ar..d hopeful of recover::r · 

The iioi~Wh r s ~Iel:fare l-mcr1ent ha.s a IflCmbership of 80 .ooo 

-, 
\ 

I 

' 
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throughout the Philippines. Upon the orga.11:ization rest~ 1;.he task 

of uplltting the sochl and econor.dc statu,s a£ .i.ndig$nt individuals 

'Who· lead a hand-to..omo.uth existence.. It al.so pro11•otos cott.aiZo iridus

t.ri.es to help ·housewives inc~ease ·t..l)eir earning capacity. Tht'ee 

.r.::a.jor projects of' the. association at present aro: The .formation of 

coop(lratives which will purchase prime: c6full1Qdities at 'Wtlol~$ale 

prices atrl resell them to the hotiSe\:iV'es a.t co~ti establlshnlent of 

healthful supplies of .~ wat<ir 1n t.'le rural areasi and educa

tion or the barrio folks in healtli.i'oJ. ways of. living. as tho proper 

waste dis,POsal, the sa.ni:t<b:'y preparation of i"ood. cleanliness in 

ho.~s and surrOUildlil.&:S and. px-oper care of the sick. 

Philippine political 'independence .finds the ?ilipino \:o.ruln 

prepared· to assUII10 a lead:in{; t'olo in t he development and pr(!gre·ss of 

t.lJ.e Republic. The ed\l.cati.onal. opporturrl.ties. rights atrl privileges 

granted her d~ tne Amariean -regime are now serving her well in 

the _perfow..ance of' that role. \'iith a ne~ personalit y that is cool

lT'..anding .more and more of man r s love and t'espeet. she has been fitted 

£or tba larger duties which the new stat\!S of her country has placed 

up<)ri her shoulders. 

:EXcellent chances haVe been within her .reach to obtam as 

111Uch ~ucation as her brothers; her rig.~ts and l'reedOITl at home and 

outside it ha.V'e been secured to her;. the reil".oval of discr-'...zirl..'ia.tot'l· 

provisions £rom the Civil (;Ode has establlsh~d a single stan,dard qf 
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morall.ty for· h~r am the male sex; s~ :ts d~ ei,ven protection in 

the inlu~ms and. pro.fessions; she has talent tor literature , music., 

and the· other arts; the :tranehise is finally hers to help men run 

the government 1110re ett.iciently; her sense or responsibility. her 

innate i"rieDlliness alid kindness of' heart,. her spirit of sell-ab

negation, and her docile nature have gi.vert ·her a wealth of experi.en~e 

in l!!Orks or charity. :&re iinp6rta:nt than all thes.e. she continues 

to bold her exalted position. as "the very heart <m:i s.oul. ot too 

-social world" wbi.ch she bas :been occupying .since ancient ti.mcs. 

Today one coms across the Fllipina alrrlost anywhere d.Oint; her honest 

share in the great and ·noble task o£ building a strong, independent 

nation. 

Her activities are not confined Within }ler · country alone. 

Aware that the pr:ogress of a n.lltion is best sec~ed in a peaceful 

and £rier)Cily .world, she is· extending her horizons 'beyond the geo .. 

~phioal. boundaries. of' the Philippines to promota peace and good

wlll among all raees. As -an o.f'f'idal %"&presentative o.r the· govern-

ment, a$. a leader o£ W'ameri o~gahizatiOJ1S • or as .;! priVate cit.l.zen 

travel:~ abroad, she );,rl,llg~ ~he FilipinO$ clos.e~ to the hearts Qf 

other peop~~· In 5ch case she ~ho:ws bi"oad knowledge. precision .. 

tact. discernment • . sound psychology, a.nd industry:. 

To £or.n a ta.1r picture- of the· Filipina under the Republic, it 

may- be bel~ .. even at the risk or sonia repetition, to have a 

bird.'s eye-view or the wrk of some o£ those 'Who are nCM very much 

involved iri the affairs of th~ n$.:t1on, either in grol.lpS or in their 
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·capae_ities -as privat.e ind:i.viduals and public servants. 1'he l.ist; is 

by no means complete; in .tt are incl.uded only tbe most representative 

or their re.spe<,tive llrios •. 
MAria Lanzar-9arpio 1.3 the highest in rank a."!long the twelv.e 

Filipinoo in the. United ~ations Secretariat. She :is a Px"ofesslonal 

officer in the Trustee-ship Division o£ the ~~ment or Trusteeship 

am Inf'orma.tion from Non ... Sel.t Governing Terri.torias. ·Sile holds· the 

distinction of being tho .first. Barbour Scholar · from t he Pililipp1ncs 

~ the University af Niehi.gah where she obtained . her doctorate in 

Pbi.l,O~oph;ir. pj:1,or to her assignment in the UN Secretariat~ she: 

headed t~ Politi~ Science ~partment or the University cf the 

Phili~s. 

£hcarnacion . A1zom i,s· a :;dl,ol,ar, an auth.or. a hidtorian. and 

an educator J2!r,. excellence. She )ns reprll~~n~ the- PM,.li.ppinas in 

.four Ol'~!iSQO eon£erences \i'here i'¢arlosszy S.~O StOOti firm on va:riol,ls 

i:llporta.nt UNESOO _problen1s . Of her capability in t:.hese con.Cer.ance.s • 

. PrilBe }finister Proeeso Sebastian ·of Rome who had the privilege of 

work:ing wi.th her in thre~ ·o£ these gatherings s a id: ":>r. A12:ona. has 

acquitted herseit creditably in all these U:Z.i:SOO con£erences, she 

has done a splendid work .for the Philippi."les in educatio~l. CUl

tural.. and. scienti.f'ic miltters and she dese)."Ves our eom.>ncl1da.tion. 11 

Encarnacion .UZona i.s an authority on education :l."1d woren in t..~e 

Philip~inos. 

ftelen ~. Benitez is perhaps t.;e most Widel3 traveled f'e.":lale 

equcator o:f the Plli.llppi.res toda;'[. In 1953. she. represented the 

-
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country at varia~ international council$: 'Tho con!erencfil of the 

International Federation of Univ~rsity t·iomen in London, th~ conter

'Ei."lce or the Internatl.onal. Congt"ess o£ Univ()rsity Instruction in 

PiJblie EdUcation. She holds a membership in tho pe:rmanont com:U.ttee 

o! .t.~ .International. Federation of HotllS ~onohlics at . !;'.din burgh. 

Scotland. In recognition or hei" excellent work as an a.11bass.!ldor of 

goodWill £or the Philippines abro~d and as an initiator of modern 

educational trends 1.n the country. she was ato~a.rded a cit-~tion as 

Eaucator of the Year 0.9.54) by the l·Teekl.y ~·loman is J.agazino. She is 

at present the Vice-president o~ too Philippine Homen's t'niversity . 

and dean o.t' its College a£ rrome EconOMics. 

l'r1.lrl.dad Fernandez ... te~arda 1 ramer preside nt oi' the Nati onal 

Fe4era:Uon 9£ t-lQtOOn 1 s Cl.ubs and noW' me:nber of i ts board ot directors, 

is a char.m.i.ng clubwoman. an effective writer and speaker, an art 

patron, and an indetatiga.blo. social wrke·r' as well as a dei!oted w:ite 

lL~ mother. As president ot the· l~ational Federation o£ ·~:011en'e 

Cl:ubs. sh~ to'ilred t~ United States ooon after :·Iorld W'ar II and 

informed A:tJeric~ audie~ces about Wiiat had happened to hor co1~ntry 

ar-..::i people during the Japanese .ocQur:-4ti.on from her rich store of war 

experiences, 'and was reuarded by .her listeners.' ~eadinos::r to hal? in 

the rehabilitation o£ the Philippi:~Cs . P:resentl~r. s he is d e-voti.h{; 

her time to urgi..>tg more young 'W'Omon to extend voluntary services in 

hospitals a:1d in .other social.-tvelfare institution~ i n n.e~:;i o:f help ~ 

Francis.ctt Tirona._;Benitez i s ono of th~ f ounders of the Philip-
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pine Women.' S · COllege ani under' her lead.~rsh~p • the. school has ad

nnceci steadi..q to be. the Phii:\.ppl.na Women• a,· University which iS the 

.ti,nst and onl,y Phllipt>i:ne university exc-l~i:v~ly for women. She . 

lio.lJ:is. responatble posts in :various women t s organizations in the 

c0untr.Y arid is the o~ woman 111ember of the F:ul.bright BQarci or the 

United .. sta,tes Educational FoulldatiOn in the Phl.l.ipp~s. Co~ 

.tr<D a . i"am.tl;r ·. ot 8d.~tors • she 13 the president o! the Philippine 

Women • s University and a,n ·ou~.sta1'ld1.,rig exponent o.f prosressive educa

tion,. lea.dersbip, WJEltul. v~ood, a.Ild ideal motherhood. 

f!ci.ta Mad!:'J&al.;.:warns, orgariizer of the Women's Nag;saysay for 

President.YJOVeuient which was later turned into the Woman•s Welfare 

Y..at'ement.. 1.s the lon$ l.a£\v in tbe cabine.t of the Pre~ident: of · the 

Pb:Uippines. In the short period that .she has held t he p6rttoll<> 

ot Soci.al.. ~l1'are . Admi.riistratrlx, she has gone to look into t he ,r:a.t 

crisis in Cotabato. the Kamlon operations in Jol.o. t he destruction 

made b;y an earthquake 1.n Sorsogon., and the Taruc surrender in Ara

y:at. In all ·of' these missio~. she has proved that. a woman of the 

Phi.li.ppine Republic can serve h$r people anti government well. per-

hap$ even· better· than uen. 

pt;t.nceas Tarhata Kiram. mistress of a 4.ooo hectare mechanized 

tarm in Jolo island. is a .ll'lEmlber of a royal f'amil;r ill YDrol.and. In 

spi.te o£ a f'oreign education she obtained years .ago in an American 

colleP • ~e has consistent~ retnai,ned a l{.Ora24 and used her · training 

24 woman tolJ..dwer of ISlam living in tbe southern ·part or 
~he Pbilipp1nes. 
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a."ld experience to be a hard workez-- on her farm-. B'J h~r e.x&uplo• 

she te4ches her .far...hand~ t.'le dignity of labor. 

U7 

Corazon Juli.mo-Agrava holds t~ official distinction <>£ 

'be:Liig the first Filipina to be appointed judge· of the cowt of ~st 

!nstance. A brilliant worr.an l.arJYer. a prominent social ar..i civic 

wor1cer. s}}e is: well known in: professional. circles and enjoys a re..., 

putation tor ~r dtf\Totipn to the public gOod. She is not onJ.:r an 

able law;,)-er but .a1so a writer. an educator. a drazti.a:tist • an::t a 

toreetU:l public speaker. She w:as sent. as a delegate to the Pacific 

Conf'erenoe o.r \iorld Students' Chri:;t.ian ·.Federation hold at oakl.and. 

ca:J.i;f'orn1A. and was elected secr.atary of the Philippine Delegation 

to the Pan. Paci.fic RelationS Conference at Yosemite, · Cai:i.rot·nia. 

Circle (i·ll.WCI.) .aru was its preslti~nt for six consecutive years. 

,Zosefina ,E. Phodaca. president 9:£ th() "t:!o1•1en La'izy-ers' As:;o-

ciati.on o£ the Philippines and tho National Polit,ical Party of 

Women, ~ a very energetic lady politician, tireless soGia-1 W"9rker, 

and £earless crusader agaL"l:;t vice. .Under the a:u-spic~s of the 

Young '\-lorl8n 1 s Christian Association where she gained experience in 

social. work, she took -active part in the drive ·a-gain.:;;t Ullterac;r 

'arid started ld.r.rlorgarten schools. for !,~iJ.a 's or.derpr.i'\f.ilegad child;_ 

r~n. Elected councilor of the nunicipal boa~ of. l :a.J1ila;, she is 

the first woman to l~aci the limil.a police in a raid against vice in 

the ci.ty. Today, she stands as na_ sytr.bol o£ a~tive Filipino :Jo;,an

hood whose goal is unselfish public seM.ce, whose aspiration in 

-
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ille is the enl..iehtenment of the masses •. and :Whose ult i:nate aim in 

politl,c:s is to set .up the standard for a clean, deeent aru! . peacef'ul 

~y ofexp~essing the voice .o.r the people.u In racot;nition of her 

achievements in politi¢~ • she was selected Poll~ician o.r tho Year in 

~ Benitez-At:ancta represents the Filipino women em. the 

·stage. Despi;te her v.aried social !'unctions. bei1·1t; a mo.":lber of l:ar..i-

la.'s elite, aild her manifold· duties as wire and mother, sl~ still 

filxis t.imB to displ.ay her h.istrlonic ability in stagEr plays as· we:ll 

as 1ri radio sketches. She does not on}¥ act, but she aJ.so patronizes 

t~ a.rts• With a !'lair for acting, sh~ thinks the tl1~atre is "a valtl-

. able agent ot art and is ne~~sary for the cultural. ciev¢1opmont of a 

people." She is considered one of' the most talented actresses ·on 

Edith Tacle-r-arcelo. vi.ce~president of a cha-in of i.ndustria1 

fi..ms bearing her husband's name. is one of ·the Phil:ippines for.Eilr.os t, 

·it not the foremost, female busir:iQss executives at present. She and 

her husband head a ..f'our rnillicm peso steel plant manufacttiri.n~ wi:re 

f'encing materials, na.i.l.s, and construction s~el, a flourishing 

e1eanser business, and the production of fertilizers... Plans are 

al.so afoot to put up a h'tige rubber tire factory to help solve the 

.Problem of tire shortage in the Philippines. Besides urderstandinc 

and supervising the procedures .of manu!ac~ur:ing thei!- produ<::ts, she 

al.so takes char~e o£ the importation of raw materials and the 

prob].ems of' doll.a.r exchange in behalf of their bUsin£;lss. firms. 
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CarMen G1lerrero-Halroil is the. choice of the ~\ee~ \fonen' s 

!-agad.ne as the l-Inter of the Y~ar 19:$4. A eolw.ni:~t for a ~ek~ 

magazine and a llletropollt.an dail,y-9 she writes. without mincint; words 

,about the 11i"t)ib).es and the inaniti:es of government bigwigs and so-
. . 

cial butterllies. " Her critical art.ic~s about the c6nc:ert st.age 

bav' been out~ding for their common sense. Her £orce!'u.l. ·ideas, 

biting C<»>llll&nts·.:un de:!'t observations have earned for .her the hQnor 

ot one ot the ·· Phili.ppine•s· be~ ·~ the £ield or letter& W).ier the 

RepUblic. 

PUrita ~~J;.edesma '-s doing a bi:g job of prOI!lOting art i.n 

·~ J1hil1ppi,ries. 5he is .one of: the organizers of the ~. Associ.a

tion. ·ot the Philippines and has held positions in .it as vice-pras-

1de~t and president successive)3. Sho is also an active rtJember of 

the Pbillppine Art Gal..lery. In both orgardzati:ons, her aimS are to 

render ~ervice to artists and art lovers, to help e:tevate. the 

st.a."'XLU'd of art 1n the country and to bring about more arts con-

sdousness among her counteymen. 

lie'¥\~ Rosario, a young pianist, is doing niore than her 

share in sell.:1ng the Philtppinos abroad with her mu3ical genius and 

prec<>ei't7. The -crirtuosity and bril..l.i.a:nce of' her piano-playing has 

brougnt her the accolade of the r-rosic~l wo:dtl:. both in her countrJ 

a~. abroad, and made hor t .he "best and most outs:ta.ndin~ 30loist the 

New Haven symphony Orchestra has had i.n its 19-yea.r career. " She 

haS been chosen Yli.lsici.an of the Year 19.54. 

r 
I 
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desiinS have won enviablo distinctions. As a llc~~ed ar<;hitect. 

she helped her fathex- in .his construction busineS'S and took. Q\fer tho 

~ge:aent When . he died. 

Uenit.a Ar.£!-Bust..9lnan'W, an account executivl3, i.s typical of 

the working girl 1n the Philippinas. A..~er the war, With the busi-

f ness boOI!l in full blast. she becaroe account Etxecutive in the ·A. B. 

! !sip Enterpr:l.ses • She noxt becrun~ part o1mer as well as account 
f 
i ~tive of t.lJ.e Lars Promoti-ons. anot;her high pressure adv~rtising 
j 

I firm.. and in 19.51 she 'Pecrune an acqouPt executive of.' tho-. ACE J\dver-· 
1 
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tising Agency. 

Leticia . JhoeS<1n-Pawa is . t~:!e first \-roman to be olectet:i 

_president of the University Athletic Association of the Philippinps 

(IL\,\?). She has sports 1n her blood an<l is fondly called "i·ia:fli'I\Y11 by 

·sport$ Witers atlFl h~ stUdents in athletics in the national J'niver

sity- wh:e:te Slle bQlds the positions of sec~tary Qf the College of 

~rce. physical ec;iucati.on director. and. proressol" qf accounting 

and finance •. 

J.Arlg,ui1;: . sl,.. tpnez. i::. noted -.for her h\lr.lanitarian dee(\~. She 

is one of the £'oll.nders a."'ld staunch supporters of the Iloilo Boys' 

Town whic.1-t is the first of its k:lnd' in the Philippines. Her i.."n

pressive a-cti.Vit:i.es in . social wor~ include chairManship o£ tho 

special aeti.vi.iies divi:3:Lon or the United Nations Appeal for Child-

ren. membersbi.'p irt the boards or directors ():f the Philippine ~!a-

ti.ona,l Red Cross, the C(»nmun.ity · Chest, ahd the Philippit'lo Tubercu

losi.s Society. 
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yirct.ni.a :raptinchr~:r. chief of ·. the :Unport a:J.d ~ort Contr'oi 

~rt.sion of t.'l~ Centr"=ll Bank, has tine and ~gain ex.~ibited her pro-

!ouni k:ncrJled&e of econor:lics 3!¥1 fi.:klnce. On her rests the reapon,., 

si.bUity of keepint: the doll:lr reserves o!' the cou."ltry stable. 

!la.tividad_ Al,)TOda tonez. is the 'first WOI'la."'l j'..tdee of tho :·m'll

eipal Court of the City of ~A."lila. F:Ol· the last ·t t-7o de¢4dP-s she has 

beld ·her poSition eff'ici'ently a,nd ~..u.t"iJ:J.ed her pror:ri.=>e to spread 

social _justi<:e to all. An ear~ loader ot tho feminist rnove~ent; 

She is ever ready to w~rk for the we.lfa.re o!' the Filipino l-.'Oilaan. 

She_· is a::oll{; the highest offiqers of J"''~D,y Hol~cnis orcaniz~tio110 nnd 

13 the movi.ng spirit b~hind the 11La Gota de Leehe. 11 one of th~ 

earliest charitable 1n~ti tuti.ons fmtnd.ed in. the PhiliWinas. 

Geroni.~ I,. fee so": . a rotr.1er school te~bher. is t!1c tirst 

v~:nap &lsctedsenat,or ~n the Co.f)~resG of the P~llppine's. As a 

legislator, sh,e haS be~n noted ~or Q.er ~~al~u$ Etff~rts towards· t~e 

restoration of the seventh gr~de in the elementary . ~cnool cu:rricu

lun a."ld for the betterfl,'l!Ont ot t he-. working conditions. of te_a eher$ . 

e.on!'erenees o£ the-u:~zsco · abro~d. 

In their various pi•;otal po~t$. these wo~~en and. :!laf\:· othars 

a .freer, more peaceful, a~ a happier place to ll V() in. They are 

e£.feet1vely dratdng their country in~o tr.e brother:1ood o:: nations; 

they are living prooi's that Filipino · i.;~men C3.!l do as wel l as non 

an:i that<equality of" the sexes 1s in the Philippines to stv-. They 

-
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are typical or the ide-'ll Filipino woman of today who is a tar cry 

froM the Filip1na of the past generations. ln tha words of Dr. Ra-

The ideal woman of today, being th~ product of a new e:wiron
l!lent and a new era .• must necessarily be di:ff'erent. f::ror1 tho lvOl!l.B.n 

or yesterday. ltrstic, romantic~ dreamer, ignorant of' the ~s 
of th~ world and of li..fe, the. Wol'lmn of yoste~dny :was beloved 
tor her t.l.Odes'Qr, prudence, al')d seyness; for her hmnility and 
unquestionable obedience to the man; for her devotion to the 
care of her husband a."'ld her chl.l.dren. 

The ideal woman o£ today is no loss adorable because she 
has acqu:ired new el.omants of character to rep.bce old onos. 
She- is still x-eligious without being .rtzy'Stical; practical with
out being loss ideal.i.::.tic: rran.lc:: a..'1d loyal in h<lr a!'f'ections 
without being less roma."'ltie. She is trainod and educated in 
that she will not fall &n easy prey to the wil.os and dangers 
ot lite which. in her former candor an;l expet'iencc • .she i~
nored. She is less shy·a:nd retir.i.ne but not less apprecia
tive o£ the charms or tnode-sty. honor. and chastity because 
.she is: too wise to shun any o£ these womnnl,y virtues. 

She does not shun nor avoid contact with tho w-orl.rt :).r.d so
ciety because such contact may stain her tflodesty and purity. 
ln .fact. she strives to do hor part as a unit of' socioty by 
helping to improve social r!ondi tions and to rninimize public 
J!lisfot"tums. 

She leads her o~m li£e without b~ing harassed. as in the 
past. b7. using her chai"'ns and har rf..ti.les solely wlth the ob
ject o£ :winning a husb;lt).l who can give her a name an<i social 
positi.on. She does not consi:ier rnard.age as the ultimate 
goal of! her life. but as a :fountain of good wherein she can 
grasp l.f.te in . its fullness and feel. the ennobling ex...'lctionz 
and sacrifices o£ motherhood. She is less docile a!"..i obe
dient to the man, a."'ld considers him her equal; but sho is 
not. on this account less faithfult loya1 1 lov3.bla ax 
humbla so long as she finds in man the sru!le reci.2rocal fidel
ity, love~ and r~spect that he exacts fro.'"l her.25 

25 P. c. Amarante. 11Portra:i..t of a Filipino !·iothel·," 
;.;eekJ..! ftoMnn' s J~gazi.na .• Juno 20, 1952. p. 46. 
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No mention in t.;e earliest chronicles nor in tho l..ltP,r ones 

with regards to the· pro-Spa."'lish.·period e\ter tr:.:~.d~ · rerere;lce to ·the 

Orieptal's theocy ot women•o in!'eri.ority to r.J.:L-1 as appliod to the 

?ilipina. .Instead, it had been poi·'lted out that th,e e:xrl:J Filipi • 

·woman exercised great .freedon and p3rti~i'f'.4t?d actively in the so..; 

eial, eeonom.ic, and political a:!fa.irs or he!" COI'll'lll.n.U.y not for her 

p$t'Soml inte:rests alono but for the eornnon good as well; ar .... 1 th..'lt 

native laws gave her ~upl~ pr6te¢t-ion . All t hese estahlislt the fact. 

that tbe Filipino W~ll WaS loved am higbl;r roopectei;l in fuiciant 

times and that sh"' was £ar i'ro!ll bo.l..IJ~ oppr.;i~s&::l .t\r.d h(H.;l in shame-

1"ul bondage by the. r.1en. 

Spa.n:ish cUlture so :i.nfluence•l the life o.r the. Filipino~ t~t 

to-~ the ehd o£ t he spa.-u.sh raz~ it l':as diri'icult to draw a 

1i.rie 'bet~een the native ways an..'i. tho3e il'ltreiduced by the La:tin 

r:ulers of the l·le$tern '-te>rld. The impact. o.r Chrtstianity and .Spanish 

.social cu.Stoms and. law upon the Fi:fi.pina's traintng c;lid l'!ore than

arv other !'actor to suppress lwr a~essive and f'r.e~o.~..olovint; 

na~ure. w"hile they develo~d in. tho Filipina. the Christian virt:ces 

o£ ~!mess. pat:lenee, and. docility., t.:o1ey also tur-ood her into a."l 

individual devoid o£ inl.tiat:i.ve and detem...inat~on., · unabl~ to cope 

v.lth the pittail.s o£ a heart.les~ world and tmqu:lll!'.ied to share in 

I. 
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t!le pOlitical ll.fe- of her people. But although her general p<>si-

tion and inf'luenee in public life cannot be described as of an ad-

n.'"lCed order. ono would reacti.zy get an ilrlpressi-on from tho account 

or her variod a.etivi.ti.es in the Spanish tines t.h.at sho did not live 

~ li.te or degradation nor of: seel.usi.on in the strictest sense of the 

wris. I£ as a public official she could not serve her people, she 

f'oun:i an outJ.ot !'or har energetic and kindly nature in religious 

am cha.rit.!lbl.c works; it politically she was a nonentity, such un-

f'ortunate situation was more- than of'.:t::set by her high pc>sition in her 

t~ and in society. 

The Filipino woman of the Ar.lei"i.can era was di.!'ferant .from 

that ot the Spanish ti.rri:ls. ThroUgh a policy often de-scribed as 

"benevolent assimilation", Aniarican idea.s and practices 1ott last

ing impre$sions upon her life and transformed hei' into a. new beinc. 

t·li.t.'l:\ more social, economic. and political. £reedom than sh~J had ever 

exercised before. she at~inod the enviable position of being allllost 

an equal o£ ll'Jan. Gradua tin(!; tro."n a part.].:,~ sheltered life di.ctated 

by Spa.ush custOJ'IlS a::d. l.al-1, she started ·to Ir.a:-..i.!est. keen interest in 

national and international problems. At fi.rst glance, she had be-

~ 1-lest.~rni.~ed. But.. as a matter of £act. $he s.till retained tha 

Jtastem inf'l:uenees o£ her Nalayan-Chi.:lese ancestors. Under ·these. 

cj.rcutaStances, she 'Was torn between adherrine; to her gra."'l-1mother' s 

notions or propriety colored by t."ie conservatism and fatalism o.f her 

:forebears and following the new standards :i.ntroduced by the .'lrocri-

cans . 
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Most ot the traits' of the Fillpina d\4~m; the. .\zner.:iean rezime 

s~ strongly 'the strains o£ tho East ani ~-:est. '!'o .hcr native 

eult.~e bad ~en a.dded. through cOMMercial and political irr:.erco'..irse. 

tne cultures ot W.onosu , India , Sia...'n. China, Spain. and the 

United State$. As a: res ult o£ these vatio\.1.3 inter.:.~.ction3, different 

strainS in mongrel. contradictions ·were ~efJ.Octed in h &r tlt6\.lghts ta~· 

actions. 

At th.i.s pOint , a moot question arise~; i-1'111 t ):lo lfillpim be 

eanpletely ~·lestemized 1 

I share the ~U.cf that the Filipi no · woman is cQmllrl;t:ted. to 

7Ie~$Ml c:ult:ure. Her devtJlol,Eent a.n<l . progres s .will al·,m;rs keep up' 

wit..lt t.~e standards of the West. Strolt irrlication:; have lE>d .me 

toward this assertion. Firstly. except anior~ t ha non-Christian 

tribes, there :is not now much inipediment in the £on:1 of deeply rooted 

traditiotlS .·ana customs to the advance. of ~.-Jestern eivi.lizati.on . Fi-

llpino beliof'~. ideals, and. institutions are fast disintegrati~ 

be-fOre the onslaught of twentieth cent.u..c-y idGa.s and practices :flow

ing without restraint f'rotn the '\-;est through the schools • movi~s , 

theatres. books, periodicals, and roooern .systems of transportation 

a.."id .eotm~mn:i:cation. 

Seecm.dJy,, the Filtpit\3 •s propensity for ·,:estern styles of 

dressing a,nd modes- of' livi11g ._ her ~gerncss· to loarn a,_-,.1 be educ~t_e.i_ , 

her· zeal. to partie:i.!)tlte 1n· public affairs -- .all t hose shov t..'-lat .she 

is not .impervious to~ tho influences of the ~-lestexon world .• 

Tlrl.rtUY, he:r £ii'm t-~sistance against tho iridOctriri.ition of 

i ' 
;I 
'' 
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the Japanese ·way of li!"e • even i!" this attitude ent(lilcd extrt:~me 

$aeritiees. and her joyous acceptance 6! things kerican are ·sure 

signs that no mount or pressure can now s~~ orr the }lol::l o! 

;-;es:tern cul.ture that has been intricately vroven. With tho warp ar.d 

voot of her existence • 

Lastly. t!:le Filipino woman's. cl(!ter.:u:rw.tion to assprt herselr 

1n varl()U.$ waiks o:f lll'e, to def.lB,nd am zuintai.n equal rights>with 

JQan. is. uoo .. -ing .tonn:iciablo everyday-. so much so tha:t, :for 'her. there 

~. no tu.rni.ng bade to the days or old when sh:o was deilicd ·some 

:eount or ~m. 

The demands or her .role urder an irrlopond~nt ?h:lJ.$ppioos haa 

~ivon the FiJ .. i.piM a renewed se~se of v~1,1es iri sQ far .as h~r na.tive 

c~ture· ·iS concerned. She· is rar.dn:iet.i that she. is an Or.i.e~tal anct 

Sho1.1ld l<;We a.nd .~spect th~ custoll'ls arid traditions. the foik stories, 

son:s • . ard dancftS of' he:J;" race; that she should feel proud ot the.'ll, 

inst* o.f' ·be~ apoltJgeti.e; that she must get rid of a colohiill 

mentality o£ aping the rul.er, a pattern of thouzht which was deve-1-

the Fillpi.na. Ut.d~r the Republic als.9 ~eal5 ~e~ that she .is :J..ivin~ in 

a nev era and in a eo:tnp1icate~ euvlrol'll'lent vhich. are enti4ely di1'.

£erent tram those in which her ancestors lived; hence. 'it is inevit-

able that her transition must keep on, i!' she should at all survive. 

culture in its pure state. Thore is no way ()f prtNenting cr.anees i .n 

the eultural. ~eup or a. country as long as contact '-'i tr.. ot..'ler 
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peopl$s o! the world continues. Besides, in a large neasurc • the 

changes that ha.V:Ei taken place in Phi:lippiro lll<lr.hood ·and r:oruanh6od 

ha.Ye . be~ gl:merally for the better. Those \lho have not bee1l ir.di.f

!.erent to innovatio.ns are tQday better· pret:ared to ll vc in thi!> 

complex world ·than those 1-lho have been clin~ing tenaciously to the 

old order or thi.rlgs. If one were to. weigh tho Ma,terial. spirit~l. 

and moral. advances which the Filipina has achieved. one s hall be 

ec:xrrp&lled to the conclusion that tno~t. if not all, dr ther'l are pro:

jrl.tio\1$ • not ohl.y' .from the ''point of vieio~ o:f ind:ividual e:t.ficiency 

1t,y anci progre~s•" 

'l'oday, a b~gh.t and prorli~inc !ut:ure or the Philippioo .Ro

·public 1,.,· assured by tl:la presence of harch-l'ol·l'.ir.c anl pr9~essive 

-wCXJJen in di.verse gainful. occupation:;,. The-J ,..-o•·l< Ot:l the field-3., in 

schools; factories •. shops, hospitals, offices, laboratories, and in 

the ·. homes. By ·their . diligence. they ·are helpin:;· to . strEin{;then the 

sOc:W. and economic strU.etUr& of their · co•.intry. 

There is, ho~1ever. a .felt nceq :for ::r.ore t .. "'r:cn 1 s . pa:t'-tieipa-

t~n in the political life of the natiqn. :Jespite their gro·.:-int; 

;interest in politics, the voico o.r wome:1 in eovern:,ental function.5 

.1.s weak for ~n are still dorlinant in hi"&-~ elective a:rl appointive 

posts. This lag is attributed to t!~c a:ee-ol~ concept of rants s\:.-

pel:"i:ority to 1o1oman. Havi..r;~ been p()litically enf"rarichised. it now 

dev:olves upon the Fillpina to exercise ef.factivezy her right and 

~ave men•s doubts or her abilit-J tv hold responsibl~ r<>sts in the 
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i.shoped th,a.t, wbil~ ill the. p~c:>pess P~.assir~:t;l.:a.tinc no1~~ l¥ltv . ~lcncnt::; 

o! e~c~r in .h~r ~<:h :f'~f;fard.-: ~}le wU1 never ~se h.~r modesty, 

her generou::r natvr~.. her quiet but sta'-lJloh spirit of' seJ.t;.sa c.rlfice .. 

am.her loyalty and dev.otion to her t~..;r.il~r. Then , perr.aps i n 3 .t.cw 

Jt.ore generations, out of the different cU:l.tura.i .strail'l!:; -that no:.; 

~cterl.za her, there .,_'lj_ll emorce a cJ.ear-cv.t per~onnlity t-rhi ch is 

a pr'odUct o£ the harmonious ·bioiidif'i.g o.r tho best :facots or hdr

.Ea.stem har:ttage and or what the :·iest has ;;ivc11 her. 
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