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NOTES AND DOCUMENTS

Two LAST LETIZRS ON THE.
Lire op LivTenant Wituas E. BuRngr

Two last letters that closed the life slory of Lisutenant
wiltier E. Burnel have been biought &0 light just recently by
Dr. Raymond Estep, and sent to Tée Chroniles of Oklahoma,
i which Dr. Eslep'a series on “Lieutenant William E. Burnet
Tettors: Remaval of the Texsa Indiana and the Founding of Fart
Cobl” s appesred (Vols XXXVUL Not 3 ad 4 sad
XXXIX, Mo, L), scrics of Bumet lettors appear £3 6
reprint publiahed b, the Ohlshoma Historic) Sociaty, in which
{hese two, last letters sdded to the original seties, close the
life story of the young Army officer who met death on the field
of battle in the Civil War:*

THE LasT LETTERS

ichardson, Esq.:1’7 [ beg you will give a place to the
lolLuwuu letter from Major General Dabney Hemdon Maury,
received @ few dnys ince ! [t in to me a precious memorial of
the mast coatly sacrifice that could be exacted of me in this like,
the lust member af a onee dear family. It is precious, becruse
T know it hea the grace of sincerity nd of truth.

David . Burnet
Richmond {Texas), May 6, 1665.

Mobile, Alnbamn, April 3rd, 1865

ith deep regret and wriel I announce the
William E. Eurnet, my Chief of Arlillery and
n friend. He was thot thoough the head and

o e fouinote mimbers 1 the ahore iexb of che twe leiers tollow

<onsecutive order With Lhoce found bath
nﬂ-uy 1n The Chronicles Gnd in the reprint

2 Wilard Richariact. wltr, Guipeston Wesidy News. The o
e ol wprCarT on pae § f AL DEQYT 0 th L of Drey
Y. 1000, Thay e Jcoated by oS, Bormy Wetsier of the Univerity of
fiabama Livary, Tuscabonoa, & wert £opued oy J. D sustin,

"M, Gan,, C4K. Nov, 1042, Born La Virginta I 1622, hsury eer

B0 A_ B, dgres at Lhe Univ. of Virginia In 1642, Gradusted tron uswnn

lm.he-wuruml the Mexican War. 104547, From IWT Lo 1450

T Seetac, Profewsar of istory. Geography. sne imce vt DA o

oty S i AN IRATaEtor of dofantry Tactiz At UE
snin his eom, capiain I May 1881, he wan named capiain

o Savalry, caa, i VAbr, I 1909 MNAEE e REmaL Cammanter of

Ne Gulf with headquariors st Mooble—Dictlonary i Amertean Blogra-

Bha, Vol, K11, pp. £27-428; Cuwllum,
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instantly Lilled, while on @ reconnoiaamce in Spanish Fort, j
the 816t oltino, We buried him with honors of wir yearday
evening. Tt will be consolatory to you to know that a vory gen.
eral end profound interest was nroused by this great misfortuns,
and that the honors paid o hit remaing ad to his Memary wery
unusually marked and appropriate. My wile, wha esteeriied him
very highly, and many other good Jadics here, book into their
charge the #2d duties relating to his fueral.

He wes buried in the Protestant Cemetary !4 on Ann Street,
in the lot of Mre Twelors,'*t in whost house he has been quor.
tered gver wince he came hore. The Rev, Mr. Murmy, of the
Episcdpal Church, conducted the services

I bud gate with Col. William E. Bumnet o the Fort, and
aaid to him on parting: I will retun for you in the steater—
remain here ag long &3 you find necessary™, I have nover rocelved
guch a ahock a8 when. an bour aflerwards,a despaieh annannecd
to me hia death

I relied upon him more Lwn anyone. He wag o rire com-
pound of excellent queli He wes the best educated soldier I
have guer neen, His information was varicd—he wag accurate in
his reflections and deductions. His courage wan of the highest
order. He was kind 1o all—had no entipathies nor prejudices
against persons; and wao aa modest and unobtrusive that nn\y
persons of mre diserimination, or who knew him intimatel:
preciated him adequately. Hi death is & loas la his country and
oomes at e time when I feel it profeundly, 1 cannot replace him,
His loss is irreparable. When Gen. Beauregard was here, he ex-
pressed Ihe highest complimenta on him and same important in-
ventions that he had applied to the nervice of hesvy artillecy.

Acctnt my sincere aad deep sympalhy in the bereavement
which has fallen upon you, and command my servicea in &Y
mannar whatever

My little army hes now been beseiged for ten days by £
over-powering force of the enemy—therefom we have held our
gwn well—but (he isaue none can tell eave Him to whose
we must all bow.

Sincerely and respectiully yeur friend,

Dubmey Herndon Maury
Ho. Judge Bumnet.

LN the Mognolle Cemetery—Arthur O, Owens, Mabile, 1o (78
author, July 3, 1981
o,
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Trr Mot o Tae Goesr Puas i Dnulwlu\
The establishment of the Nation's newest museum
viewed for The Chronicles of Oklahama, by R. H..hbunm Jr,
heirman of the Department of Social Science, Cameron S
College, at Lawton:

The Natior's Mewest Maseum

On Aptil 9, 1961, nearly filteen hundred people witnessed the
official dedication of the new Museum of the Great Pima -n Law-
1ton, Oklehoma. Those who toured the spacious three

thodsand dallar physical plant, situated in Lawion's Elmr ‘Thom-

as Pm were apprised thet the institution is formally dedicated 1o

the broad expanse of human higtary of the Grest Plaina

Tegion, included are the states ar parts tereof of Colamdo, Kan-

eas, Montana, Nebraska, New Meaico, Morth Dakots, Oklehoma,

uth Dukota, Texas, and Wyoming. Sinoe no other Inlt!wllun
werves in Biis tapecity, the museum hes a unkyie mission:

1. To sandges, preserys. Inverpret wnd exhibit s of (hy eqftors)
hiziory of men In Cireal Plains of N

3. To cocdust risearsh nto the hiskars of the Oeal, FIAns In ordez

¢ icrcas maa's koowledge of man, e to make wueh infarmabien
St

3. To patlier kafemation thak wil betler cable frttcnt and Tutir

imbabitarts af the Oroat Pleins 1o understend the vl eonirant, of the
Uhinats s34, poome of the Fepton

4. To enrfch the Tuture, to promote the eppreciation of beauly, end
to zervg &3 the ¥oloe OF RIBLGrY in the Great Platna.

Thin magnificent air eonditioned structare of * rustic modem”
architecture containa en exhibit ares of sixtaen thousand square
fest, and in uihultdoru five-acre tract in Lawian's new "Cultural
Center.” In retragpect, the gencsis of the muscum of the Great
Flaine wae the enitoms af iwtenly and entwined with Lhe forma-
tion af e Comanche County Hislorial Sociely which wié found-
edin 1952,1 formally organized in 1954, and incorporaled in 1355,
During Juaary of 1855, the anciely appointed a “muaeum and

sichives commitise” charged with remporsibilily to formulata
Plens fm- the erection of & auiteble building to house thet
Merous mqnmums * Later, when the sodioty acecpted the
tation of Maj. Gen, Thomes E. de Shazo, Lhe commanding officer
af Fort Sill, to maintain a museum within the Foct's “old slone

A, Qticial suemunt of the mision of the Museum of Whe Great

Fling by the | Directara.
- Curonicles of Comanch County, Vel, 1, o, T, 4Opring,

Minules of Ine Pt Mestng Under Artichs of Incorpors-
Chronleles of Gomanche Gounty, Vol I, No. I, (Spring, 10851, p.
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cormal™ it marked the huition of &
prapriste “home" for the institulion.

Nearly two years later during Janusty of 1958, tepresenta.
tives of the McMahon Foundation met with the Comanche Coun.
ty Historical Saciety's Board of Divectors and announced. tha
Mrs. Tauioe 1. Mehdshon, a witely-knawn Lanstan philanthropiss,
dagired to grant two humi.red thoussnd dollars for the construstion
of an nrchives and museum building, This generons offer was sc-
ceptod immedintely.t During Februacy of 1950 4 contract was
awarded to the W. C. Bhelton, Ganstruction Compar

Oklabama for conctruction of he f ground wes olticislly

ont search kot an ap.

viled an additional one hundred and thirty thousand dollars for
conatrustien, furnishings, and operation expenses during the first
years

The Muscum of the Great Plaing, with & full-time profession-
al stalf of six, headed by director Mansn E. Tong, Jr., has already
begun (s respanaibilitios. Tha {natitution has been designated
& depasitory for the United Slates Geological Survey for the Great
Piins region, end it han been the gite of seversl majot regional
conferences.” Sixten modular exhibils ere on display depicting
the divers characteristica of the Great Plains region. The exhibils
lude: “The Great Plaing in Tran
‘With, Prchiatorie Indiane of the Plaing, Indien Herse, Warpath,
The Fur Trude, Advaneing the Frontiet, The Great Buffalo Hunt.
‘Wheels Acrom the Plains The Rampaging Herd, Tarcilorial Open-

—R. Haliburton, Jr.

4 Juhn, Clabes, Daty Ollchoman, Apil &
§ Riinckan o <t FAfin Al Mesiag ot Gomanche Cowfty
atorical Boclsty Chronictes of Cumanche County, Yal. TV. No, 3. (Au-
:umn. 18563, . 175,
o Cluves, Dally Dilahoman, Aprl 3, 191,
Jr.. Dimetor, Kuseum ‘of the Grest Dlakns, inter-
view with sutor on Aot 25, 1981,
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Honoae: Casoiyi THOXAS Fohzatar
A tribute to the great we m
|ate Grant Foreman and hin wife, Carolyn Thomas Foreman sp-
paared in the Tuisa World, "3y 16, 1961, an a leature iy,
Hoaka wwere their (ocls in trade.” by Mra, 4. 0. Misch, and has
poen reprinted i the Congressional Record The nllowing latter
fmem Comreescnan Carl Albart calla attantion to this seprial, and
fuether warm tribute lo Mrs, Foreman wha richly deserves

Lhis signal honor:

Carl Albert, Qeln,
Demacratic Whi

Congresa of the United States
House of Representatives
Office of the Demoeratic Whip
Washingqun, D. C.
July 21, 1961
Mz, Grant Foremen
1418 W. Okrnulgee
Musk

Dear Mrs. Foreman:

1 waz very pleased lo read in Sundoy's Tuls World, Mrs.
. 0. Misch's arlick on your life and work, 1 have ken the
libezty of having this erticle insertad in the Congreasional Record,
It Js a matter of sufficient inlerest Lo have nationwide distribu-

through this mesn.

1 not enly read the article but. after reading it read a short
bingraphy of your Zather and fcund it alao very interesting.

The long lite w}unh you and Mr. Foreman spent. togethsr has
alwmys seemed to me about a8 nearly ideal as any couple could
hﬂpe experience in thig world. You both certainly lived the
full and devoted life. Evervbody who knew you gat a vicarious
Eappingss from your wanderful expericnies.

1 have told you many times and 1 scarcely need to repeat
that g one who loves Oklahama, [ feel & devation beyond my

Power to gxpresa Lo you and your tate hushand. T am mest. grate
ful that you hawe drawn for s & Dickurs of our backgreund tat
hover would have been or could have been draum had it not

Tor your lifo and work. I am very happy that it was my
Pleasure in my lifet you both and lo count you
BMong my friends.

Sincerely,
Carl Albert. M.C.



