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SCHO0L DAYS AT EMAIAKA ACADEMY
By Rebor! B, Trevafian®

10 weas Tatior wirusuml, during Oklnhoui TLerritorial days,
Jor & white boy fo attend un Indiun missi hool. It wan

ovon, mors el for o while boy <o autand un Dy mis
ry school for girls. Lt Alr. Ty

of u handful of oldtimers 1oft who «
the yenra 1884 Uhrough 1897 he utie

st Tor
udedelnsiey gl
Einaheka Asadems, the Semincle Tndian gith: sthocl whith
was Jorated five milen sonth uf Wewoka an the boriler of fhe
Serainole Natio s, 0 i iy vy
many fond oe £ these early

hatals o i s SR s o b Soaadier
modern tmes he Likes fo share his experienees of years ago with
otliera.

iz
s

The Blakes livedd firsL i Tog house then i 2 frome house
jus. outside e ligh fron fouee Jut svesonaded the chorl
ding of dh purm, Gt Vinke

o Nithe ks, Tiorom, the cided. Shid and
another bay i o i e ey neanpiod the frame
bouse. Mr. Blake's fathier wns asistant engzineer a4 {he aendemy,
s 3¢ s dne to this cicumstancs that vewng Reron altendel
larson

']'Ilc aeademy buil itsell, the pi

g rare of which sppenred
shiool stutionary, was n v e

¢ Impiewssive swene and

Toomthan, menber of Okishana Stte Baitrs and of

Tastern Writers of Amerlea, In ics i ooy Wsgzaites aod

o et et e comnconn ot Emidoks Aculemy
Ehronic Tie. byma

1o o o s
the Jyters unele, Ties. Wm, P. 2l of Enialks, 1894-1%06,—|

T Byren 5. Biaka wes Lom Aplil 25, mm at La Fonaine, Xomas, Aller
the Omalm: s ke mpened 1 il = Imed forn Sliont while nadr

omall o
of pracat dlr Iixll-:h]: in (.nrlu-l.\ (,q

b e schoed dan ot Emaba

b moved 19 Ilu\nmol\ Kamias. Canipany F, ol
13 Ty, | 5 3 g Yoo he
married Macy G Wollord v‘ Durhm Hunsas. The couple | ﬂn.- .Illuhun.

Aol whom e members of i luih Clapie, Onkee o
Enid, The dauglitems are Lol McGlai Knrilinp, et W,
n Lec Yur, Pl Deemm - Stowon 53 I528
and ba Puar Pairun, n..n. Chagter, Onler of the Eastern Slars b i also Fast
Warchanwn f the Shepberds, Order of the Whitc Shrine of Jerusaler. M.
Biake Lesune & member af the
in n Naverober, 1957, Ar.
R Mo ot of Expl, AF o i of b el e e workcd for fhe
Joaz office depariment for almoal farty yeors, amd e had diiven wore than
4 nilllion miles on hin @ule. modly on wnpoved countrs roads
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britk struéture four storica high i its central part, with spa-
vious porches un dic o triple-sloried wings thal weze eccent-
ted by trres on the southekst and northeast corners. It was
wm by the Seminole Nation ju 1§52-1813, costing over £50,000,
o xat repli key Academy, loated Four milos
woutlrwest of Seminale, wiieh apened for school purposes in 1881,
for Seiivole boys. Full capacity of Uhe bourding depertment at
Fanahisks way 112 students, ‘The primary elyss Toom, Bir, Rinke
well remnerbers, was ot the sceond ar main foor, 48 was the
superintendent 's offiee and living quariers. Al on the muin
floor were the intermediate and music einss Tooms, the Jatter
which eontained s nuuber of pignos, qud the generel wspmbly
Toou, whieh was also wail Fot the older sradsmts’ eless roor
The itehen. e basement, as well a4 the laundry @
dining Tounn, whidh was furnished with loag oo
chaics and benches and a piano. The iufirmary was on rd
Haor, and the teadliors and stndents roomed oo e \hied and
foyril Hoaws, eneh of these floow having iWentical Tavatory and
bacl arrangements in the central past of the i, weat. cid.
Vory modesn for fts time, (e buildmg: had ot aael oeid =
water on cach foor, with steam lieat as well an fireplares nup-
plying warmth for the rooms. The engine aud boiler Jouse wore
lacnted oa the wast kide of the building, whizh faced enst; and a
huge woaden waler tank bound with metal bands was in (he
unger part of tlie sonibioast terret.

8\||:crmwndel|t. at e sehool from the time its deors
in 2894 until the sad of the school term in 1505, was
\\'lllmm Uacker Bluke? Byron Dlake's uncle, erend
Rlake's nissionary work among b Seniinolos had heg\m in 1887,
when Iris serviees were secured by John Jumper, former prin-
cipal Chicf of the Seminoles aud mcll Jiown Waptist preacher,
Tt an adequate diseussion of ) erful and influentie] work
ainong the Sewincles would kiquirt 1 scpanite axtice. A dangh
ter, Mrs. Clarciee Hision, row Living in Slvzes, was very
helpful it reculling many details of the Emphaka buildicg. _And
er storics of her Eather wnd of hor sarly sahool deys € Bae-
haki 45t indvid cherished

Dyrou’s aacher at Emnghaka wes s Miss Zaana Prickett, who
v\a" in cherge of the primary department. Attending classes
yron was aacther oy, the san of aile of he 1w Women on

e el i, The tre bays natutally become closa play.
mates, surronnded as hep were by npmm]s of 100 Semindle g;
who boarded ot Ui seademy. The Uoys yob more than & fair
share of 120sing, 124, but someliow they managed te wepther this
in steide. But at times the girls made it 8 lNutle uncomioriable
74 Vosraghical skech o the Tor P, Dlake b given in 1he

Appe 4 o his auiele, nedimg 4 Joer wriien by li ut e
age elshlr )anu drom Ilyatisrille, Inod, 20 Dr. Gast Ferem:
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for him, Byron remumbors. 1 still bave culluses o 4 tueks
of ny hoils whera some of (he girls wsed (o step ot ‘e whoa we
marched into Ibe dining reom in the vasemert,” Dbe Bays
jokiogly.

One of the things he remembers nbout his toucher Dliss
Priekett was thal s geve Bis.  barlow knife for Cheistois, o
knife that ke cacried for pears afiervard. Thol Miss Prickelt
was highly regarded and loved is atlesiall 1o i a Jemr Tiyron's
mother wrote in early December, 1815, ta ler vatlier, who
Tived o # elaim 5 morchors Garfiekd Connay. Mis Prickots had
iferad un attaek of plewrisy, and Blrs. Riake said in ber Jetter:
I went up to see her awhile. . . . she was 50 glud to soe me, Sbe
in just as sweet as che can be.

This lecter, writien on both sides of u sheot of Emaluka
Mission letterlieed stationsry, las o Bibla snessuge (Proverbs
1V, 7.9} along the lefi-hend murgin, aud it also gives cundid
josight into_femily and school life ot Enwbuka. The leldor was
begua on & Suuday evening aud said, in purt:

Byron and Biaache [Myrons wer] went 1o Sunday
Bclwcl I.hll mm'nuls 1 mmd¢ Blapeh, Il\le nl\m &0d White €LEBINETY
ore il o Bumday Brbool ihia nDwrnisg. How
lwul Lha lluln mm l d.ln‘l look are: r L gol them dresssd and how
thagkfyl 0 go (o Sunday School tagutlicr. Liille Boab
(Beryl, Ihs m\ln‘ i nr Ihn Bieka chilﬂren ol tol

to lnrg o nleg day

t was a coincidenee that ihis lettec made swention of the
“vr-ur bucket ead the Dlakes' sow, for there were neidents
concerning ench that Byron vividly recalls The tow hnd haen
bitten by a ratilesmike and had to be slot. Byron remembers that
hig father led the cow about 8 wile heyond a pond west of the
nwdgmy where the suffering anifal was put oug of her misery
with & Winchaster rifla bullel. Coneerning the water bueket,
one of young Byzon'n ehorcs was to hanl water to Hivir house
from ane of the risterus neur the scademy huil i
gellon can which he 1oy ride on bis '*hand" 1 One day
when be was hauling some waler to the Dons, just afler he
pamsed. through the gale in the iren fenet, “soveral Tndian hoys
usme Up an horses, yelling and Fhooling off sixgans, showing off
for the girla ot the achool.” Thag was oae time whea Jtyrom,
WhG Wes then a5GUL FbT Teers old, was thaskful Sor the hollow
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postoak tree that stood near te fenee, T forpot all about Ty
bucket of water and ;lueked l!lll the hollow side of that ires,”"
he rreulls. Then when the ¢ THOnt Wi over, it way & weared
boy wha peeved avomd llne I(l dead tree wnd cuw 4 strean of

lor spurling ot lole i the side of the r.m n]].m

. Bt aside £ Tow wacay et (e i
s e on|y casunlly, i it waz soon repliecd.

The usly acher tius mm Mr. Llake was Fightoned by In-
v tn Banaluke from, hiy graudfucher's
“hlat maed 10 ba abott & e routh of
pmuumumlc e ather o pondon ee vt ob the fumily,
and it Wss heewsary that Mrs Hlake Sollow with 1he child
From Jetmare to Prry the trip wus nide by wagon (x vehicle
used i the Chierckos Stelp opening), with Hyrsn's uncle &
Uie driving. Byron recalls:

Bufore we waried on 1o trlp, Granisn had il o
about, Indians. T8t woen on (o
Arebitin na o1 o rew dreud picling oun, 5t
bad bssn Inlkll\g I|l~7||l Lhe ¥ ik thol hod cunsed s
coneaTt iotors, bt | i know thin whon wa mtruck
it Tor Eiehove, W 1N ¥a2 sa Indlan, & Ted-ckinoed
AR i ot ot oo soan S pons e o o

Ho it wis with gravn fnmbml:lu; thut young Byron bondul
frain . Fer !wnthm( for

hl
Il‘l\l! When the wrain areived at I‘ n-(\ll a :|urth4-r Ty IIIIk!IlE'
13, von. remembers, Anel after theit hizzage ws 1ake
a L' 5 mothor e Wn? 10 44 etore on 4 ml] -hom

. But-

Harti] to the stote, (enfTul af mesting o Ldian Bt ksl ing
hie liad to Eetelr the milk for his baby sisters.
seemed, he onde Ue (5] without st
fime I ot back, he s shivering W e piere
boxi Lo the north, Lis hnd w0lE and eold i it grip on
the bail of the milk e, Le conld hurdly wait natil ho ot back
inside the depot whore lie sould thiw out i front of the hig
pot-bellied ytove. Opeaing (e door, Ie quiekly rushed inside (he
buiia, the i wiud 4t b And it was ot s moment
b became. murais of a L domon o more daskskuncd,
Blaskiusepd men i vera lunloring neound the srors otk
Do amt v absars i bt o the fire. Indbues! el
ingr the ddeaft Erom the opea dovr, the Iookeil aronnd at
Soume Byvon. Tie frora in s shoes, unuble Lo movs 5 muscle,
Then befare be knew what was happening the biggest Indinn it
tha erawd cume over 1o him, shut the deor, endl picked up the
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stamaed oy aid stood Him cn @ bl e he sove, *The
Indian piied o fnger o of the wilk can aud tovk
reazing | i s Tegion rubbinie them 1

Imr making
rubbing s | ||-uc1. c
learnad. Jout ai the Taoment he owly kmew it & very big
Tudian had hald af T, md did wol seem to want Lo let go.
“That Indian's fave s right o againgt mine,” . Tithe
reealln with kmmnr. *“ITis face seemed 1o be a yard wide, and [
knew my huek had rim out. Homliing inside me just melted
m:hl :Imm and furned 1o vl 11 never forget itas loug
as .

m Emahnkn Byron Blake e close friends with a -
bet oF Semingles, relatives aud purents of Uhe boarding students,
e remembers Ehat sonset imes ﬂwg brought in wild stenuberries
and gave thom to the selival, £ Toaf of bread from ome
of the cooku in m)-anm- nd i Chrsetinas the rn('hlln'hmug'hl
in lats of pecay @ storeroomn ol
the haseme
‘tarely nor aver it st
the bge wan empty | could

t my b r foet tonching
Somitiols tow chicks rnds hin a pEescit of 1 bos e bore and
& half dezen blanktipped second-growth dogwncd artows for
hin birthday, Eyron ook the bow and arrows to Saw Pit, Colo-
rado, when the family visited there in 1836, and he remembers
lending Them {0 some cowhoys whe wanted to “'shoot ai ene
anotl ”

Ewing Soddler, the farm boss at Emabnis, et Mo, Blake
@nd het ¢hildrea af Purcell and (nok them the rest of Uic way
in @ wagon drewn by a team of axen, making the irip in three
dq,\-s, Tordisg [ittle River above Sponkawn, Mr. Seddler was &
big, ruw-boned mon who wore 4 Tuil mustache and = wide.
br:mmrd hat, Byron remembers, and onec o weck it wos the fnrm

]
use, anil here a
Rrood supply of pork wes kapt un ]mml Mv bmltlll-r had a to-
hacea patch neat the log house where Jie aind his saother lived
with the Blakes, anl llle seadls for (hie bermnda gress that still
grows on (he tast slope of the ol nm‘lemv irronnds was jinnted
by im, Mr. Blake atlests. Another pl cnigry assneigled
with Erthaka wBs e Srenings spent around the Froplrge a
the log howse, when te ehmlren u and **Grandma'”
Snddler Amoked bee elay pipe, picking up live coals from the
five herth with her rmgm T Yeep g pipe ighted.
Mr. Blake also remembers the interesting proeess by which
the farm boss cured his own tobasos. He wonld take a length of
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hiekery aapling, thout Lwo feet long aud five of six inches in
digweier, sl drill 4 ihres-ineh Dole through the center with
an guger. Thea a plug was | anc end of the lole, and halt
n dried poacl Ly “Grandma’* Snddler was '.smll
dos Gghtly inside the hole wzuingt the plug. Next, sl
tobncra femves whieh lad wone throngh Une *sweat'' proces wm
tampei inte the linle with 2 stob and w mallet, vitll & layer sbout
halE ap_inel, {hick s attnined. Amother half of dricd peach
was mldded, [hen o second layer of tunped twhaces. This procesy
ws reprated wnti] the length of lickery was filled, then anothee
plog was wedged into the opon end of the hole egainet the
(obneeo, Green hickors was vsed, too, 30 the juices nnuld work
o 1l (Wb, STPRleGinting Ui peach ﬂm V'hm

boss hiad (hos propured several caches of
ol vest theoh ot the hay in ths shed Tfe behmrx e’ lug
hease, and liere the iobaceo would seasen, repdy fer vhe wome
manths lower.

Olher memorics 3r, Blske has of Emahnka school days in-
le. the: Qeeasion he was erricd ont futo deep water in the
pondl southenst of the academy building wad was obliged to Jearn
Lo sivin; the winter that ite Was eut from the pond and stored
in kems in o makesIGEL iceliousn For nse the following uemer;
the barrel of apples with tie orock of applessuce in the middle
thud tha supeciniendent reccived from Maryland each Christmas ;
the Lime he saw & hoge pile of walnut poles al Wewoks whish
were eut for the government to be nsed for gunsecks; sod the
deut of 4 inale teusher whe, abont to punish a big Tndien
For some infrietion of the Tulss, gol pushed into & hendy
dlry busket. wid " aceidently* got fomiies down a fight of
stuirs, foclunutely getting ne broken bones in the prosess,

Vo, Fiyvon & Tiake ban mauy fond memoriss ssocisted
with shoal dnvs at Tmalakh Academy. And even  fusugh bis
watly arbol experienees were definitely wnusual, uside from the
Tolar sorsinas of pelling, readiag, arjthmetie R ek

Junguaze lessens,' there is not g day of it which ke regrets
having expevienced.

AFPENDIX

Ml Facker Blake was born in Hrtimbre. Pa., Novoaiar 16,
1657, Ile %as tee 5on of Jauiea Dlake, Sr., who, bkving lived In Hart
Unabury, ataes 1330, was dach et "fuo aidem mels pustdem:
NnaRN [0 s GULATY SOT¥ that apneved n The EArtINshube
W 1, e of July D e, attar -tuw-hu the public

w. s lenrned tha peluisr's inude, whisy

a8 & momber of

s Vo,
T it conrch, woa ne beEat \renthing <i Siugere fb prior o @




Schoe! Daps a Enshaks deadeny m

o year courss of atudy b pursned I fhe Laptist Theological Semis
bary . Lautseiie

Heringon, Kanwws, wirere e otganized s Daptie chirch
a ¢ i yearu. e relurned (0 Indian Territary in

1387 aa miesionary ta the Seminolen, at the request of the Tox. Jjobn
UiiBer, KTIer PrIOCIpAl CLISE, DU wad made Jvmintsident of the
out

v

o
unlil removing to Emabaka icndemy, where be waa hoth noprrine
tandant gud postmantar until 1905, wt ‘the closa of thwt renr's echool
[Semlaole Indlan education and tho contral of triba] ¥ovonuex
o 14 Dapsciaeur of Tacgrior wiht Ve wasiars of the Fivo
b ket in 1908) Atlerword, b vas e gemool mismionecy for 2
thact tios, shen surstintondan: 4t 10 orpha bome ot Une

taw Hail twe-yens poriod
Craok Inginn. Onmu“ Hoow, Hia mlnn\muhlp pth Scmnmm
Lroughl bl into close followshlp with iha whole Nnllon,

SR of i et SeEre Wik, MRS 1ha Nll-blnud', e
loads 414 ibe Nogréam amang thom Is folt 1o this dard

The rallowing leter was riten §/2/37 by . © s, aidresed
tg Grant Foremas, Okishomd Histo 1e found In Hie “Indiso-
Plage s Coyeciomy, Vel Tr. o, TLA-E16, Dadian
e, Dt boma Hisserica Beeitty

Mratteville, ., 2/2/27

Dear Mr, Foreman:

Now if my S0k Fear, 1 i ot b AU T kh vestll ibieh of Sotereat
of rayiwork with the Semingled, 1h! T 0hnk 1 wn whle awake enougl
Lo the proscht conditlio, 1o retain my seol on Mo Supresle Courd, ST
T happen to be (bore, and Y wm morry nbowt the utfuck

My rolation with the Somiaolon were of suct & unture as to brise
wn Into Iniimate followship the whote Nation, hoth of the full-bloods,
4 binods Gad b negroes smonE e

Gacuar Rewlag, vell-kagun in (he Nollon onoc i, whin ehsk:
log Bacd wl “Why, Miste Rioke, you's ds Faddn ot oll the
Seminaly idran” Thl. gt out o Py Tast fat § Wy Supetie
endeny of ony of Welr uchwli for nlwut 18 yeors, Some of t ir
o ire theta s o loksr sant thuir cbildcon.

Tav. Jokm Jumaer, Frlncin Chiet when I was called to tha

wchioul, aid thfough bito, (be Amcrica Duptlol Hume Mlsolon Soclety
T New York, commiseicnes me o

;lnmt-nl on Nosember 14, 1837, 10 anniversary of iny birihday—

lree pods. aud ery durk for uo Indlan. e was 3 Taptal pocache
and rieany e Iicit CWler. Ho hid a closs friend, R
Abe Sout

58ea the lodian-Piancer Popers (Forersan Colleetion), ¥
27, for v mare detsibed nesaunt nf Siilliam Packer Dake!

D. €. Gl
Cenestopival (e Tork wnd Chisag, 1917, oy 9%, 908,
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Indlan Terriozy, hud bewn whipped publioly for prafessiug Chris-
ity Thul . I think betare iive. Jumgsr wos Chif. Both thess
e fogbled by drink, Whieh Wi

Hlay [ sy bare, o1 1my e 110 th Saminolon 1 found, drlalke

Infoxloating L

kst LRI i GF OE. A58 Chrivion chatacier suilered Tomh:
1 thought surs tow dlok thole oarly aruteing of

ten am
axotha' Ga- ChOUrem cbaatea wn ApDeTe (b7 SAMEY
e,

TN, be e Juer s Srineipal okl
much lotereeicd In Win people, a luval friend of the peboal
on sukeh the Bane os Dro. Jumpsr, LA

0, Davl, 1 bodt-bloni, nmumpmncd Me party ma loterproter. Mow-
«vet, goibing cone of this

Thls tre. ailee D Duyia, wns 8 slser of John . Brow. v
migcoeded Moiputia an T Chict
ThonTise Wunitn BE Sataiy snon 1 o
En im0 et the ey of the acadomy halding - Ha wee, 1 Thlok 18
myder of the Iotoraste of the Xailon, even whils Jy
Hulputla cora In the Chiflancy. Kl firo. Jackuon who was treasuror
v Nadon et i sl Wasok, werchendios. Thie Brown

n Brow A
k2 o A e B g b

Ther were Wigkly Surcred s i, fheic falker Daxlog baon
TI8. Surgean PRysICian. oy, IBmated oL
or pear Fi_ Gluson In \hn o 5' dl mea Ilc wom l\ nxn\ll oo mamier
of evveral npiien (as | wun loldh, Auy way Jobm F. Drown and
[ i Jackson coreived comaiderably yinealion, which added
o abLTIral Lokt Titod Sien Sor adormmi

JInhe sores of e

Inale Natloh ¥iih the U.S. Governmient—
in eatin Targo bricke Bufllnge,
204 Ceeriaty athor bi

o8 | underateed I

puplia. We triud them one yeac g rn-ud"cﬂllﬂnul. i hon Auetind
o o e Defler to ke ane n Kore rcharl end Ges,n Glete o

I e e
Lot Baw Eatetnas wore Feidy we tried the caved plas.

A3 Ithen undermun Jt o0 s imnrenmuon. ths Réusato

ted far yoa fon bad. g0 buen
 Ranne ok i chlren ot TubTE. DAY achosio—
e eupporl of (ha schools was concerped, and e
manny pllatled each of the Doardiiz Schouln was betisvod auttlclent
for il expenses

2 Ml o A TLILM Bocloty war cosoelted in the suiport
the gcbonl, Alouy 1554 diy Saeloty wihdram, with tae full canpent H
 Semlhotar, ko eladly fouit vor the mppart of myuelt god cter

e wnre ndor the tuanRemL of the SuD1,
o o Somtncta Ratlon v Fivor o mpeak, and
Cacvind ot 00 T had when 1n Eooporation with 1 ADHY Sechrs.
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tor w0 cuma urder (ho nianajcment ot the Tndlsn Apacy at Mus-
hand carrled ou fast che

g Foial

e weive o w8 SRTIEL oA 8

el Sy To.

During_IRekt vuitn fhe Drown fa — AL Ty
T e e Tiromn s awteoedon e ao. Superiuiomdon:

Thowns MeCietsey, 4 ful blaod, wau Supt. of Biues,
ulr work 1 (Wi o Was Iollowed oy
i’ Freqnirt vislior Ve tha. sosonl, and a. goed

o war

it

snprelitent. Wm Factar s
riticks, JobW F. B i n

E77 Long in (e nee of the Wowska Trading Co. 1o eplaion ne he

expressoil It to me, of Jomy I Prown, wam “he fa the anul o

v Jmaleas relaflans wilh the iowns were always plenssnl,

3 3 mc mede me epprscia
Triends, Nofther ws I, bu
pisiter i b R o xm lmm. o1 o be & oy
faulay, 1o ment auy ane of Mirm — ope of minn thet some, ol

Tonye o ihelr chiiren whi Bed v (e MEh sLsadards of those Whe

Nprw, 7ou Tiey have to Wil M2 dial

It ou wish ta koow mozs.

Rospocltully,
. ¥. Blake



