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WE CAME TO LIVE LN OKLAHOMA TEF
By Fanie b Eisole®

ITORY

My pareas. Chacles and Blizabeth Uopfer. | 1.\»:1 in Saxe
Muinbigen, Germany where 1 was born en Febru 1
fad one brother gnd one sister, Horman L Gur home
it yomrs old was in (lermany whore children
Il fo leam b0 work al ga varly uge. Wo went with our
Jirents (o the Dields gl harvest Gne to elp harvest (he gry

1 lnd g wiliow buket with sty wver, iy shoukders and o
quring knifs with which to gather o

Fotn had tu help et wond. 1o b Ying as a3
could on my buck, Al this T did ar & ohild by myself,

Tu harvest time, Futher ent the prain
Mother tiesl it b bruwlles,  We chibiren had to pick 5 the
hiemds of grein that fell amd pur them ito & hasket, Mother
tied them info bundles, too. [n the cvening, Pather wuuld
kaul the grain inta the home place on a wagon. When the
wrain was gathersd in ond deied ot 5t was threslied by o
Fluil, ull of ue having te help and keap in time. A flail had 2
wooden Tawdlc and & whang of loather at one eml 1o beat out
the gr Tire ov wheat or barley erai
wgrouad and throthed and Cien seooped up. The grain was
vl the wind or by Panning, Then we put the grain
nto sneks and taok it tn mill 1o be yrownd. The sechks of
mtal o floile were taken hoile and stored under the ool
npatairs i the hovse,

v 8 seythe, end

We grew crops of hay, beots, beans, sarrts that wers
et up and fod to the cattle v feed iroughs, The eattle were
kept n u ba s0 were Uie bugs aml the chickens. The
barn was |mrmmued ofl into sopuTale Anirions, nn everythiug
was kept ol We childrea had to el in all (his work,

inele lion tived Jer Iifc, fult and Liwaming ovar wlih her
umghice, wpnee ol hor larat viaim 1eacher fa Ol
L wife and mather, nurse of the sick, ‘worker and me

romete ol md n sty ol i e Gacikd Coane
% POOETATE And A 2 mm Wie came witl Yier paieats 1 on
Doy Torrdaty, T e hes books, prinked wl Cinion) dre. Hoety o
Cavingron, Eerfield Lot msz) q1d Sy <f Nsde Couray 1%,
e in & member o dabamg i ey

ual Toe fur Sl vt
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N Fhe Chranicles of Ohlaboma

Wood whs given Trom certuin fielda all srownd the town,
d it wok walkiog B¢ live o'eloek in the moruiog to et
& supply. AL ten p'clock, it was humel. tim mul then we
weut to mother field, for apples, chorries and pruse trees
were not planted together. Muel of the frnit wag pieked and
deind in_ those deys  When the pruma wore ripe, we made
prune piss. Tht crust was a light bresd dough in flat pie
tins, The seeds were takea out snd the prune fruit lsid on
he dough, then suger and cremm and an egg with 8 hme
flour for thickenivg et sdded. ‘The pier wore baks
lurge ovens lovated conter of the town Buking wis
done by lottery. A i staiad the ovens end Len people
Deked there iu o duy, mber i tury
The bread nas of derh 7 rye flour, in ten, big round lonves
worked inte dough from u ferty-five peund sack of Zlour.
After the hread was basked, then coffec cake wes laked in
the ovens, Viea were beked las

Children were out of school wlen thay wers fourtech
yurs of age, and then they were bired oul to big farmers
where they had to milk and do the rough farm work. They
Bud 10 cookt and help the farmers’ wives, ench having different
work in vooking for the harvest bands. Some of thesp young
peopls learned tailoring. Blost of the boys weat out o wark
45 upprealices but they did uot earn much. Some of them
got whoes uwd shlrw made oot of bome spun flex which was
grotu at boie gud bleached on Uie grass in the meedows. My
wother span a Jot of £lax ito thrond whih was taken to &
weaver.

Where we lived in Gerinany, the people kept geese. We
children had o bring them home i the evoning. Everything
was vared for itside the holse or burn. The tame vabbits

ere kept nnder the manger. Ln the winter, large drives for
Wikl rubilts were made by the big Tnrmces b hongiing pavtion

My father had two tows eod a horse &t times. When lis
munt cnme to visit us from Ameriea, he decided that soweduy
e would tome over hers, 100,  When sho came s second
time, be decided to leeve Garmany. He sold everything he
owned, and we aterted Zor this conntry, arriving in New Y
after luding st Staten Island, in 1831, Our aunt tock wi
home, mud we Were Dow eLcngst sttangers in & aew
Fathier worked &3 his trude as & Btone meson and bricklayer,
und hlather gol 1 job vt & factory sewing buttons on gurments.
wu <hildren twere sent. Lo school, aid on Sunduys, Father took

s to Uie zon. He also took us across I!mnklynn Bridge. On
The Fourn ot July, there were Fireworks Ige, 1




P Came to Lise in the Oklakome Territory s

neves will forgat tbe firevorks ut uighl thut | almomt miasod
secing. A colsin why ighted firecracker, and I was
Youking at i whets i weal oiE and shot me in <he eye,  Faher
ook us sut 4o visit all dbe parks, and out Lo sec ilic river.
1o did uot Kke tho vity.

Father wrote o Unele Lritz u Besttie, Kaisos, and
Tinully deeided (o come west, In Cliisagn on the way, we saw
rafa at the depot sp large that we were afrmid. We had to
wait threc Iours for our Train connections. When we arvived
at Beartie, H{uies, qur train was Jate aund Uncle Fritz had
gune home. S0 father bired @ livery mun Lo take ug put
%0 Uve Tarm and we were glad Jor all of us were tired 8ud worn
out from the long journey west.

Uncle Fritz lived ou Iis farm five miles northwest of
Beallie, and we atayed with him until we Josnled o home in
wwa, Unole Fritz wes a good wan, His wila bad to wave
about 1o a whicel chair g she had the theumatiam. e often
zead to s 0wt of @ large Bible that was different from any
1 have ¢ver scou. It bnd & lot of pictures, and Aunt woold
zead and tell u about chem,

Unele Fritz bed & lurge farm aud was owner of lB
Torses, 300 chickens, 350 boa of all sizes and soma cows,

sister would go and hrmg the cows to the Larn in ll.e
evenings; sho Ilnlpttl gathor the eggs and also picked plums,
Untle Fritz had twe old mules, and he put oic up on one of
the mules 1o ride, which seared me gs I bad never before been
on 3 mule or & horse in my life. 1le told e to get the mail
&t Quarls, a nearby treding post in thoae days, The post affice
diere wes kept by Lwo old ladies, Thu tradicg post was un
inleresting place with § peaceek, chickens aud turkeys :uun:l
nboyt, and eteaveus of people moving WeBL oF east 5o
Giore to lrade, 1 often walked (o the trading post Wit my
dog, Fellow, that Unclo Fritz gave me. Pellow afterward cume
1o Oklalionu with ug and lved to be fifteen years old.

I went Lo sehool at Beattie, taught iy dliss Nellie Berry,
the Mayor's duughter. Aud I attended ehurch—the Baptist,
the Lutheran sad the Methodint ac different times. 1 lesrned
to sev quilt picces at the Methodist Clwrell, sud ttended the
Sunday seliool.

e of my sehuolineles wes Lens Filtamcier, the adopted
elild of Mr. and Alrs, ltowers wha owned a large farm gut in
the vountry ubout o biile from Bealtic, They were mombers
o the Luthernn Church and vezy religiona. Lenn nd 1 crere
oud fricads, A good thoes together for wy Mother
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would el me go visit the Mowers on week ends 1 loved
the farm. 1 rode o latge gray mare afier the sows in the
evaning, and learned how to milk, There was & big ordwrd og
Mie Bowers' form, and Lena wnd 1 wo ather apples and
ploms. 4 lot of the Apples were stored for the winter, in the
enllar. M, DBowers wud her damghier, Emma would wale
aprons, Then Leng and | would tuke Uiem 1o town at Christ-
orsa time, With fruit and jolly a8 gifts for the needy.  Aftor we
eame o Oklabamia, 1 wrole to Lona for ticly-five years, Her
sisier, Emma, lived ko the age of 99 yemrs; her purents Bved
1o 100 years, and her broticr, to 89 years—all on the same
farm,

One day in 1894, there wos talk of x new Jand for home-
steads in, Oklghoma. Fether wanizd lo come {o get s farm but 1
ook siek, one doetor said it wa Hieura and anogler said iv
wes drapay, and 1 was sick for four menths

The next year, Father left for Oklahome to find & fatm.
When he arrived ab Enid, he hired i livery rig (o take hith
nround 1o logk at Ure land, and found planty at differea
prices. Qur day while at Enid, he walked over in Garficld
County and fouad o 160 uere Jand claim that wes being
coutested a5 the man who had fiked ou it de alvcady nsed
li hamestend rights elsewhere so lie would 1 liere.
Tie had made some improvemends here so Fnuwr Longht him sat
and wes (hon the owner of 160 acres of land. He wiote & lotter
1o Mother 1o get ready to come Lo Oklaboma.

Tuthor went to Fiinwatha, Kansus, snd bought g young tesm,
wapan and baw, aals, Laruest und & anvES WARCH-caver besides
houps 1o eoteh e « bows 50 we woukd have sheller
in ense of Tain.
agon, god
{abie And) sicves wora Placed on (op, with & bax of chichens 4nd
wome piggeons packed 1, too, The eanaey bird was in o v hung
60 Lhe conter bow in the wagon. Our horses wors tamed Jeiic
and Chardie,

Father, Mather, Ida, Herman and 1 and iy dog Pellow
srarted from Deattie, Kanss, 1 make 8 home 0 2 straiee now
Jand. Tt took ns two weeks to get (o OkInhoni s traveling by
1d wagen was slow through rain, sunshiie aad heat, ws it
5 At Buying time. 1z Kauses, we stopped in the over
to cattip and buy bay fmln the farraers alig the way. And s
ot niclons, too. We bouy al 5 & quart, butier <t 10 a
vt wnd s at 5¢ & dymow sinee Hosher i briught potatoen

il otler foad along with e, A lot of (raveling wes doua this
n thowe duga.
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When we enme into Oklahan, the howses were snaall and
there were wod lowses und dugouts, There was net much Jand
Gilad, Wi wee e 10 4 1w alon thte vand, vhe baldiugs
ol Ealse frents, and colton goods—cnlico and
~old for 5i and 10 o yard of poar colar it wenkl Tide ul
whea it way \n'whed ihe fivat fime.

Life was different ju Oklahoma. Mueh of the aonniry was
prairiz ith few troes. Moat af (e poople (hat we s were very
poot. Phey drove tisir cale bel wiggons whon on tke
nove, nnm Farms had 1o
fo

Ilmr Crenk
stroain, nnrl e ponld hurdly matke it up the seep buks.
duy Farlwr raid 10 me, *“Take the hurness off the }lonw« while T
ook for some hay.*' ot knowing any better, | unbuckled ad
took Lhe barness mM apurt w g it off e horses, Then Father
had to spend a lob of time putting the lllmma In;;tun-r ugnin
before we conk! hitel up the 1ean and lm\l.]
We sune to 4 store on onr way call r. Mr M Q.
Garher, hiy cousi, Mr. Uaft, wnd Thind (.mm awined 1he wore
sald me: ndise here—dry goods, hardwere and took of all
“Phey Froightsd the hervy mols and teols from Perry,
Nobla Conity, and from Enid, CGarfield Connty, in w.g.mmn.
teams of four mules. There were 1o well traveled roads, just
traily 3n this part of the couniry, mnl the erechs had 1o be foried.
r 1o new location and & towa
1 a4 Garber, Tarfield Connty,
M. nther. Ilie fa\]lcr Erain Town wes a judge
and Lo conet S0 a Loz house lmur M. ¢, Garber beeame g
Iavwyor, and served ns Jl\d"(‘ andl iy Congrossnian from our Okin-
homa distried. for thirteen yours He wesy well known qud promi.
neat in e westorn of 1hix state, wiul was honared in the
“*Oklahoma Hall of Fam

Tinally, we areived at our howesteud, teekee wiles from
Gurber's siore. Fatber suid, *“There's vnr plice!™ There stoed
2 sod heose dwelling, o sod ehicken house, and abont five atres
neutby on the farn hud beon brokea with & plow, There wure
no fenees, and it vus my job 10 lead the Tomses end let them cat
grusi. Tha place near (ke louse wus full of wr
ent aut tumble weeds and ull the utm-r weeds w

s plowed, and 1 holped plant
mla were thick and would cal
rowned oat
out, of the squirrcls by filling their i the ground with
water varrind from the cresk. Father gave us ane penny for
each squirrel we children drowned,

Father and a neighbor, Oute Pheffer wet to Cresocut, Ghlas
Tionmn, 1o trees for posts, It wos o ve mniles 10 tumber,
aid it 100K tlires duys to make Ue 1) Am-rvm:l & ehied was
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{ized up on one sidof o ill ey, and <o
of [eod a5 & barn for (he lorses. Ano
hail some katlir oorn, and sie enl
nives, 2 son 61 M. Cirvoms had & pabeh V) 2
vested them on shares.

red with bundles
\bor, Hr. Groou,
with st corn
ts, and we har

Fathar sacted won digaing o wator well with & pisk aud
shovel. Mother, Erother gnd 1 enrried away the diry as it was
brovght up from the hole. 1t took sorme thw to furich the wark
and we had good water. The well was forly-five feat deep, aud
Father walled it up with rock. The water & atill being used,
dvawen Eromn this same well with on electrie pump. Fathee carved

(ering Lrough from & tree trunk, and it whs wsed near the
well for oy years to water the stock.

My job on the farm wes Lo halp out doors. The secand year
we honght  cow, and more cattle were houpht ms the years
passad. s long &5 1 was home with Fatber and Mother, my job
was to milk the cows, churn the batlor, wean the ealves, and yake
the cartle to keep them from sraying off as the fances were poor.

At fivat, only ane sirand of Yurh wire was used for g fenge hut
Inter two woven wires were waed. For & lowg tine, Tmilked from
five to twelve cows every morning sad might. When any cattle
were rold, 1 ronnded them up and started thon out because when
the buyers cume, the grimnls would get seared and run eod jemp
ihe fences. In 1897, Futher bonght some fine, registered sbort.
horns, and fram that time, onr fwmily atwnys kept tbis stock,

rother and 1 worked at huying titne, and in harvoting the
grain. 1 lielped houl in the lay from tie mendow and ateck it fn
e racks. Ons tine tho. tetm ruls iay W e drove orer »
nestof butible bees that swar iz horses.
shtcked the badles of wh
inle (he wagons a

When the grain was ripe Jor the harvest, it war cul ¥i
Binder machine. & puls binder was run shead of the lorus, nud
1 shiocked (he bundlcs of grain behi o0t binder for many
YeArs i barvest time. The -“Reader™ eano into uneh Fatber
took care of the ut the thresbing mochine, turing out w
niuclh 66 2,000 bsliels a dag.t

1A Mheader™ war w furm machine pushed by 8 lorees, 3 an ench side
of the 1onguc, de) quaner du sl of 13 boore. T bargensliermiely
palied ahagride o cavch the pria g

with

haul them 1o the uun lnl lhal\ml lazes he_crew in thin
ﬁmﬂ of Ui hacveet sovwiated of | i veretor, 2 Largn driveee
o

e rbteg machine e s o w\lm it e frm
Io .'lll “ 3
e i B s Wrsping. T oo

reshing ‘asvally
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Water Taulior i eorly doge, K. . Bliele tatinding i et ik
Lewny and e of in farn s el
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Father rented und fatmad other land noar aur plage as veers
pussed. We farmed the Dr. Renfrow place and Lhe Poindexter
place, and later the Covington farm. Whan I was nineteso, Fath-
er bonght anather 160 ncres (NEY;, See. 16, T. 21 K., R L W.).

My brother, Heriman, a\m‘l I dm the plowiing. We would come
in Erom the Yicld in the o ve o'clock, sl fecd onr
horses, Kira, e OULL hrush the harses aud wash Thdr Ao
ders, Then 1 milked the eu\n, while brother would look After the
plows and 2ot thom repsited For the noxt dag. 1 deave thees
horges an g plow, It (ogk six weels to finish plorving 160 aeres.
Pesides the prain ecop, we would raise corn and use Uhe cobs to
burn in the stoves @t the house a9 well us wood. Father fed eorn
1o his hogs and we enred ouT own meat,

We were at work ene day when a neighbor came by saying
““What! Working on Sunday " We had lost all track of
deys, There were no ehurches nor sehools in our part of the
counitry the First year we lived in Oklahowms Territory. We hed
to walk four miics Lo our firsl church. Traveling preachers
eame 1o preach in the school bouses. The second year after we
came to our ploce, sehool was held for one month in a dugeut
sbont & mile west of proseut Covinglon; then e school was
moved and held in & sod bowse for two Dionlis about & mile nozth
of Covington. Reealling the Leachors, I remomber Mrs, Thomp-
on. wae qur first eacher | then the next teacher was Mr. Beard,
& one legged Tan. Other ttachiers at diferent tilnes, were Mrs,
Coviogion, Mrs, Shores aud Mr. MeGill who drove hiy pony
from Enid and boarded in the weighbothood ef the schuol, by
the week and paid for his pony’s fred. He reecived a salary of
¥25.00 & month. T only Fitiahed the S2h grade but T read and
kept on Tearning by mywelf éhzough the years.

Qur first post office was *Inela’” lncaed one mile enst and
one mile southeast of Fairmont, Garfield Connty. Thin post of-
fice was five miles from our hawe, and we had to walk ay first
1o get our mail. I walked the five miles over to Tuella and back
home in three hours but leter I went horscheek, The post offive
enst of us was first osllecl *' Tripp,”” with John Beapple as the
postmaster, The place leter beeame Covington named efier Mr.
7. Covingion.

emsined of mrator teader, water hauler (For tho englue).
3 bandle pitchers. # 1o wtern, 2 alcme feedery, before epdtitors
h 7 omecr 1o sere a8 “waier m0nkes”

e ut the anme lorce trcep iher weee 4 o

Gield pitchees and 4 1 6 Jheid pcher | '-slmu" of by e et

piles, of |n 1 14 bundles of grain esch, orer Tield by 118 4

oo, o called “whackgrn” who fallowed bc)und " e maching whan the
g fir con, ‘ahocker™

{re bmndies 8 . gile wih e each. of g

e il wih 1 97 2 brokea undies 1o shed
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Tu my childloed days, Father would m me go with him
sonctimes (o take o lowd of wllml, 1o the at Enid—thic Pale-
Jeck Mill and Gicsess BIIL I1 s rongh
Jor we lnd to fard the em-ks Wihen nything wenl wrong 1
wouldt ey drive the team, Enid wis
Tonwe, and (' wonld start at 3 o'clovk ju th\ |:|0rmlln el get to
town at 5 a'elock in the cvening. Wo nnul:l Fecd the Leamm At the
Syware, anel hu) st groseries we nevdud, Then wold slari. for
home and et there at 4 o'clock i uu- monnnn Tt was a heavy
joadd ot w wrys—lo Enid and back homs

Tn 1898, nearly fonr yeats alter we came to Dklal‘mmn \M‘
moved inte Lhe new furn |ID\I‘-C ilat Father buily, and of W
Dielpa] hita wntil Gt ow isled.  There wers L momx I\|‘l-
ies gl bwe downstaics, Twith an arch ave wder She howe
Five vears later, mather toom waie built upstairs, and the house
wag in the shape of an 1.,

As times got. be were bought and more hooses,
here were ¢ight to bvn horses on a1 facm
3 aid baore land rented for farmi

chil

v gron wnd a bich schaol
Do was built in the (owa, and ater there was  ligh wolool,

By the time that we built our new farm house, Wiere wore
mare sehoals in the coumery and the school Ly was lenger.
There were uore church meetings and Sunday school which we
urrended, *iterarios, ' spelling boes and sonmunnity gntherings.
were held in Ui seloel honses,  These community gatheringy

were hokl genernny W Taise ToTiey DY hAving f pic supper, oT
sometinies o eake was haked and given the uglicst man present,
o0 8 Thi 10 The brightest iR, We Iind Mrl:rs uln-m we palled
(aFfy canedy or miade popeorn balls er ““dunked”
b Toll of water, We p'llyed el ganes. 0
**Drop the Handks “F;
ver,” *Dure Base,

aml Andy

i Taemt W s ¢ purtics, 106,

There ware plenty of organy in those i
visiting the neighhors, and ssmedinies stay all ni
music and sang in the evenivgs, My sister played the Awm .
My brother did the calling for dences. And T played the lwnrp
Theas are & {o of (he TaNy $o0as wy sister and 'hmlln-r md 1
naar when we were wmm Folk Tan:‘ Tong “old
Hlack Joe,' ' Home, Swest Elo; Lay my “(‘ll(l bel\mlh &

> * kel River Valley,”
Picure of Eighty-
Tz these and ather okl songs
Touk, the pages gettiimg britde with ag.?

We \ﬂml(l gﬂ
We

Bandwritten
E

Fisele's manuscript Jints the titles of more than 40 tiles of nonge,
hem nung mare than 70 yeam ago.
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A 1 grew to womanboud, 1 loved the fare and doing farm
work for Father. L kelped e hottework, oo, and cooking.
T ofcen scruload six robms un my Tunds and knecs

In 1906 when [ was twenty-{wa yeurs old, there was etill
rome public land that was open to seilement ont in Ol Beaver
Connty in the Panhandle. 1 told Pather that 1 wanted fo go 10
somutey and try ny luck for @ laad «lain. My sivtee
e ‘me, and we the i00-mile trip 3o inover
ltome i Gartield CDII!IH’ o et i o wert-
A long jourmey 1
n the years |l|lf.f0llo\wd Gar rlll)' ple
sraveled together, and it took nearly tva weeks to muke this tri
gvecland. Wa gook the rontn dreough Euid, Clorokes, Ala, Bni-
mn Beaver City and northwest 1o the ' Hall-way Honse,"
miles wost of Llooker, hall way to Elklmrt, Kagsas,
PR wway House™ s a briilding and corrnl where stages
on this route dmngad hormes Hr. Green, an ol samge Tider,
owned the stuge drawn by fonr lomes, und hrought ke wuil
down into the Terridory to rom Elkhart. He el q
passengers with their loggege on fop of the stage and
tronks serappet on the back. M. am md 2 brothor whe had
s ranch in Knnan and Jater had @ wtore, in shich was the post
offic ealled * Kvhn' in Texas

We were lucky i gett
south of Elchant whidis i K

e land,

¢ T gol a cluin six
risht ncar dhe worth boud-
what i (e oy l||u shern
where there was .mm.. bt prairie Jand
ol bulala e T o vallen e but 3t wus pood

4165 Fert detyy, and voke wiis Fownd in s of the **breaks
Theen wore (il wild Lo,
le- Keltner was ur

There wiis 6 Jot of longhorn eattle rsiming over (ie farms
Tor tlere was two lierd Jaw i the eowntry at that thne, [
b (0 shoot.
woltld ch k
dugout villt 4 car roal d n. mose pipe. There sas only one
8 fert, e Walls stunding 4 feet above ground, with
the st o ground, and 3 steges leading dow tnto the
ionse,

There were faw water wells in 1l of 1ha eountey, and
T helpedd haul water Feom Me. Smiths " 1 enale:
edand, us 1 hadt he & in my home connnicy,
T helper 1he sick ymong my new neighbors, and & water hanyle
ing, ton. There was xaof Jmelwlor girl who hed land on the
sgnig seelion as my place. Later, Lmoved from wny first dugoit
WEATET 10 1Y Leighbor, Mrs. Chappee whose family had a well
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1 1 used wager from (his wnll m“ Choppee hied 1wa chil-
dren and 1 tmught them dren one winter. There
Sore vight arher childeen i e Brsree el they were
by another friend Mm Chappee had tanght meny years K-
nols hefore coming to Oklshoma Terzitory, and =i told some
Thinge about. teaching ochaol There were o achoolbouwes in 1l
Distuict 3o 1 taught the eight ehildran in oy home, A1l the

‘we had were different, no two slike, aod I had 1o chaite 6o W
ed bomes for sestn, Tro of the children, of o wcighbor farne
from Pattawatomie Connky, rode some miles o 0 ¥
achool, Sometimes, the donkey would siop lhwt & half mile
awey and refhse w0 move, Knowing that something lnd hap-
pened to make the riders late, the other elildren h T ssonid
take ofl down the trail 1o tying the donkey and th two tandy
pupila into scheol,

There were hard times and mouey was seeree. 1 continued
t earc for the sick on woek emds, Ielping Dr. Jim Tucker with
liin paticuts in the sominiiity. I ilso helped deck in tie states.

e finst lnrvest after we weat to the Panbandle, I cume back
with my brother and sister to help my pavents harvosd Hieir
erops i Gurficld Connty. Then I went back to my «
stayed u year. This was the winter that 1 taught scliaol
dugont hame.

Tn 1909, 1 married Mr. Emest Jobn Eisele who had come
from Btutgart, Germeny, and hed & land claim soven miles from
my place. We moved over to his dugout and Dis luwl near hix
nelghbor, M. Collicr who had & well wWhore we aonld 2ot water.

1o work and 8 nes country and kept the hewe, Tie
eool(mg was done on & lttle "monkey stove'” with “two eyes
{atove Jtds) and & smalt oven up on Hhe pipe abonl 2 fect
above the top of the stove. T bakod bread thres loaves al
in. this little oven. One day 3
tumble woeds rollsd np in pilo on top of the ool aguinst
the stove pipe and eangl Tire: Rlone 8t The time, 1 hurricdly
elimbed up on the reof in the terrible wind and dragged and
pushed the pile of tmiohle weeds off to save owt louse frow
borming. W had no sows for mine wers hack in Garficld
Couuty but wa got milk from a neighbor, and my Tusband in
retotn helped the Folks with their work.

by weather came £nd thete Were no crops for 1w Yoars.
Mm of the farmers were gone o Colerado to work in the sugar
bict fastory, By husband went to Kansas 1o work in the har-
vest, The people left the couniry jn 1911 [or there were no
erops, no work and no money. We called onr elaim i Temns
Caunty lome thongh we went back (n Garficld County al timies,
andt my first son, Fermar was born there i 1910,



Fumnig 1 Bizelws dugom bone o her
lund vialm in e Fubawie.

Yorm home of M, nud Mrw. Eroeo J. Elsele
in tincfuld Conotr.




Fe Lame to Live in the Dilabomu Tervirery ]

Finally, we Jeft the Panhandle in 1914, ‘ml baught 4 plam
ield Coynty (W1 of See 8, T. 2 N, It 4 W), on the

ace, and 1 e e
31 vhe pursed nuny. Father lived many years by himself, nud
T cleannd his home and toak <ara af hir el he dind.

Me. Kisele and T and oge foqr el childron (thece s
10l droguer) moved in o

die rowing, and fack eare of the gmv.lr:n and the cows. At harvest
Grie a5 always, I kelped in shorklng the wheat when it was cul

i the figld; then at threshing time, cacked for the
harvest erorv. I raised all kinds of ponltcy, and sl vegetubirs
in summer in town.

When the children wes

rosing up, T started showi
13 nt the County Fairs, T harl u-v
-two years—ihe Thampson steain and
In Mr. Whitelrst beld g meeting on
the Brate Canltal for three days, and I attondel
#s A delegate from my connty, When I came hame, T started a
farm women's ¢lub among my neighbors. We soon had a tanga
elub, and eooked meals ot the convention hell in Euid to reinc
monay in our work, For chireeen years, T worked with rhe
County agenls in the agricoltural programs—sgnaing and poul.
try division. With the atudy end work in poultry raising, 1 was
eleeted the pouliry federation president, and put on hig poultry
shows at different times in Covington, Wankemis and elsewhern.
In this worl, [ had a part of the egricultural shows and pro.
pranis &t Stillanter, Fnid s Darey, snd traveled 16 ditforen:
wiales—Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, lowa, Ilinois and Oh
Steadily for thirieen yeats, T reported 1o the papers on agricn-
tute,

Crops were good in 1022 so 1 bought three cegistered short-
Itz myself, end we vm‘.ll ]uw\ »ﬂlorﬂmrn wnd o white faer
eattle on onr farm. Seve & after aur children were out
of mchaol ju 1932, 1 “wnrked in th pouliry hatchery st Garber,
with my quota of (Jnrty two fpmilies snpplying eggs.

Whest my husband was In poot healtls in 1920, T began wrlt-
ity Istory ut home, and have sinee eompleted wnd printed two
books, We hive six grandehildren.

This is something of Ty 1ife story here in The Chroniclas
¥es, it has boen & busy life, some good and some bad, Owr family
i Hved on tho same sootion of land Sor sizup-live years sinee
Oklahorua territorial days. My husbend and ? celebrated sur
Golde Wedding—marricd fifty years—on Februaty 3, 1959,




