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WITH THOBURN AT HONEY CREEK
13y TElmer T Fraker

#Josepl: B, Thoburn lics in w1 unmarked grave in i Cklahoma
ity cemetery.” This was the starlling strtement that s tuade
g oF Ui Tonrd of Dicctors of Wi Uklahus

The mere wcuten of Theburn's mune aeni
ver the years to the time when Le led 5
University of Oklahona siudents ol a0 ko
thropolagienl expedition to Jiowey Creek, in Delawure County,

It might be thal w whortangmoried public kad forgotten thiy
good man, whe had worked so hard and sicrificed se mueh to
the end that an sceurste Listory of carly Oklahoma might be
written,—but nover wonld the five whi scewmpuiied hin to
lleney Creek forgol. And thersby comes this ktary.

Ak to how the oxpedition ever hee.
clearly escertnined Some way or wo
that. the state Ueological Survey wis in Powsession of cereain
srplus How lie secuted (hese extrs dollans for (he tip to
Iloney treek reamins o mystery. That he il that very thing
yroved liis peravasive pawors

poskible Jum never been
er, Thaturs diseavered

The five of s whe nindle up bis party were raiher nondeseript,
insafar a4 queliieations in the field of aulhropology were con-
eorned. Joceph Mathews was & JarbOsage whe wis Wiler to
disting f as n stndent wt Uxford and ax Lhe mutbor
literary caliber. Jomws Brill was
& @il Unsieator Bl wricer with
seientific publiegtiops, 1o Waurika, resides Andy Andemon who
hag begome one of the leading attorneys of that secton. Whatever
bezame of Tata Talum, ne onc seems 1o kiow.

Our point of deperture was Oklaloma City, and the tine of
sur 1eaving wes in early Juae of 1915, The Prolessor, an we celled
Theburn, preceded the rest of he party by three or rour days.
Our destination was the lown 0f Greve, located on miles
from Honey Creak. In following the frail of the -rmnr. the
Five of us wenl by train to Aftow Al {his place, we trausiercod
our lugeigs 1 & “ragon and were watsported ocerland tu Orove
behind & span of bays.

TUpon cur arrival in Grove, we swvere mel by the Drofessor,
whe was walking w proncineed lmlp Whes we queried hin
na to ghe eanse 0f his hal W formed that while
he was onl wakiog a survey of the best pllt.c for 13 1o piteh our
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e had vt & team and buggy. For some rsse the teain

oy b nd. ke had heen wheoromaniously towed. into the

T unierbrsh whon th bRy srortarned.

e

“rﬁ were forced to_remn
g Ui Accival of o

o dawn For sevecal days
Inpgage,

e ievas, and towl, The rowson for the deloy in the arr
"r'"nn, ,q“,pn..-.u e rom the [ael that tie freight car earzying
o moved from Oklalws City, up into Blisotrt, dovn
I e, und hock intn Okiahomu At Grove,

o "%

At last oue squipment atrived, and we made preparalions to
it o el eutacg, o 1 uu.. h Cavern on Momey Creak.
T get. to Mg Mouth Ca neReaRAry to traverse aboul
four miles of enatern, liaheme Wik One of the toeal sitimem,

v and wagon, was hired 1o (reibwpott. our Driggags 10

 benuithd mazning wlcn we vet out Sor Tonay Cresk,
© these apirits wore dampemed ere
. While .sl.runglmg Wy me 1ldc ot A hill, that
would pass for 1 Towntain in many regions, o deluge of rain
wwept down wpon uz And Here, in the n ut of our Siasomfort,
the lead mare. remembering (hal her belovad offspr
Ieft At hove, beeame possesserd with overwhelming desire to
a i the presenve of her foul, und evidtnced this desire by refns-
g £ procand fnrther. Tn ¢ nation we eompletely lost all
vespect. for the maternnl ins wt that i, in & horse. After all
o andl perssion Dad aild 10 brdge the balky mare, we
unhitehed Ihe tesn from the wagan and fled for shelter.

and onr spi
we liad trac

Straage 1o sy, fhe nearest available shelter proved 1o L a
sowll uatural cave. No ssomer had we gotten in out of the storm

ban Thohurn chserved thet there wes no ueed of wasting time,
pezely v sone difficultis had bom sncowntersd. e soon
hnd us dipging vigorously for evidences of the character of oir

she]m s Tirst inhal

anis. Within an honr we hed unearthed
several hits of potte ends,

and & few arrow.

The rain not last Jong, and we egein hitched the team to
the \wagon, wdenvoring o satice the ol
tracer. Our perspasive eiforts were in v
U g v Wil be indefinitely sivimded on e side of @ nuddy
AL Dure ilenme was shori-lived, for a fellow travelor care
faalt with a apan of mules ané kindly consented to poll our Toad
© the top of tlie. hill, From there the Tond was fairly good and at
“t‘;l two oclock in fhe mfternnon we arrived at Riz Mauth

' \\': were 8 migerable Ini, soaked to the skin by rein and womn
® & fraszle from helping push the wagon along the muddy trail
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wmun LY !hort lime, however, Jim and the Profemor prapered

menl on & hustily improvised stove, made of two racky
lhu. hld besn plcked up nur‘by Thug revived, we unloeded fhe
wagon, pitched d legan organizing our crew For the
work that lay shend.

Big Mouth Cavern wis 4 al cnve ug out of the
gide of an almost perpendicnlar Eome seventy
feet balow the tap of the oliff churned the éloar water of loney
Creek, It is nel stramge that the primeval wen of thin region
selested the big cave for n dwelling ploce. A few armed men
rauld hold off  large army as Jong a3 their fond snpply held out.
A siege would be necensary to mceamplish iix fall. & mogifisent
forest mtretched from the Tout of the dliff, acroas & wide valley,
gw.-r rolling hills. end cxtended Turther on (s (he mere eanterly
!

Our tent had heon pitehed on what might be termed the Toof
of the cavern, The month of I rave opemed near the lop of
the cliff and leoked out Lowards the east. The opening of the
<BvErm was more then twenty feet wide, but soou narrowed to
® throat rearcely large enough ot w mAn 1o eravel through, This
narrow throsl extonded soie fifteen or twenty feet, and then
widened inlo & rather large chamber. In this remete chamber
was 1o be found a type of clay which the carly inhabitants used
in makiog their best pipes and pottery.

Before we set to work, Thoburn explaiued tn us Ilml l.he
earliest dwellers in Rig Mouth Cavern had departed ti
ITew thonsand yesrs pre . He went im0’ detal pi
sbructions as to how we ware bo identify objects of lwhunlumenl
valug when we found them. He pointed oul thet aur firsl. big job
would be to remove many tons of rack that hed Eallen fram; the
g of the cavern which, along with & wel weather spring's
tion. of soil deposits, had nom'pleh:'ly covered the evidenres of
l||| la of the early cave m

Within & shorl lime we were busily engaged in the task thet
Targe siftars were set yp inte which we rhoveled
ire sowld o theough the

wera kept busy shoveling the soil into
of earth was rich in the vield of Indian
heichels and coarse pottery. The nest cighteen melws of dirt
held mumercus wriicles of the mound-huilders' day, such =a
grinders, arvows, and other atone inplenunts. Relow this camc
the mmm g remaing of Ui eacth
teining highly decotated pottery, beaw arrow heads, bome
calendars, needles of bone, skin serapers. stonc exls, snd peculiar
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geinders, Thoburs had wready estoblished. bimelt as

doitle fied suthority on the Earth-houss People.

» RO

At the very hottam, in & thin strate of ol the erchasalog-
cidences of O Inlioma’s earliest mh-bn-nu Delicately mude
Nty sampasc of <liy nnl eeind elem chell wib 0 bu soem
e cre. Small deposits of chareosl and bods of ashes ware
romeris, wid 1 Thelr il clam abilly wore atwaya fonmd.
o st intercsting imploments of all wore the save man

Tl nrrow-hends, searcely lurger Urn 8 bean end perfectly
yude. The Frofessor expluined that thes wire used by
Daimaniag the tils and shaoting thems frem Bluw-pipes.

O oo expredition such ns this, some nonsense neturally craspa
Julo the re a3 0 mcans of breaking Ihe monotony of hard
tuhor und seriows stody. Owr expedilion wis mo -xmplmn, and
proof of Ulis was the ma o Tina,
who upmenml ong of ree daile papers in O Jehomna, and
was contimwously supplying that periodicsl wich news of the
progress of our undertaking.

While the rest. of us were delving ju the dirt und clay, and
cansequently into the carly history of eavedom, Jim could ba
men pecehed ~ereacly on & ucarby boulder, typewsiter befare
im, jebh lg lu\uv at the keys, writing of our discoveries. Jim'
imagin onclly got the better of him and led to nuwe-
Pper W GF ohr wehwities Beng <ansiderebly glemorized.

To one of Jim's dmnmmns. he pietured that we were living
in_grent ucury, @d ihis by stating that Homcy Creek was
Tall of T which seas true; that the forent was Full of rabbit,
watierel, qnd quail, whish was a fack; that eur SWTID WA AOT-
rulmllerl by o thicket of blackberry brshua bending low wi
Tipe frvit, & cotrect statement; thet we had blackberries for
dessart. every day, an errotless obaervation; thet the ezeam msed
9ver our berries was oblained from A goat we had rented from &
farmer whe lived up the oreck,—a ihers Bgment of Jim's inagina-
tion. After reading thix utopian description of our Yving ton-
?me Thobirn winked slyly at the rest of ws. Thie meunt he

LI Fd il that. 1 b u
e Hea of doing soeliing thiat wou ring joy te our

2 Wheo Jin went to (he apring to get a bmokel of watar,

b mburn wranped gp n ean of our condensed milk lnd sttached

Hhe fnllowing note: “This 3 Jim's gost’ Then b

e Packuze io the wditer of tha great daily and dmppad into
' Nail beg. Tt was reported that after receiving thia £

f,g" ler-evidense, the editor shenged his mind s ts the advisability
g = Saars Satm o the Tooner Cresh Velier
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While we worked snd delved, onr fame spread for and wids
- far as the Grand he west, and the Arkansas 1j
on the enst. This fame, hrwever, was not i

“
were gold diggers. An old Omnrk Legend had it 5
buried gold in this locality during e csploration period.

Western America that docsn’t have s
o nativos of the Honey Creck re
rbont. heing interented in the rarly hihab-
T them we were just ancther groop hunting

while we were Tusily ongaged in escavatiog the
Unree onen appenred ac the anve's mouth, Aftee
rk for seme time, one man siified his
1he hollow of one i 1o the hollon of the othex and said, "Well
T den’t knew whether to Iet yon follers dip in there or You
see, 1'5s gt Lhis land Lowned ond ean keop you from rluggmg Ea
wont

“Ivt we have perniission (o werk hare from the man who owna
e Jand,'* protesied the Profesnor.

don't make ne difference. When 4 man leases land,
e 1 1o ot i Tong as the lense,'" eplisd the lanky native,

“I don't Rea what harni we wte doing anyieay,” argued the
Professor.
The farmer seratched hix hm:‘l meditated n while, and then

drawled, “Well, i you Fellers'll give mo balf of the gold you
dig up, Il Jet. you keep en.”

At first Mie members of mur erew were scered of the man
w m. tha gun, bt when I keresd to ket ws continne digging it
we would give him halE of the gald we dug up, spaams of mirth
Ceized ma and we somght refuge hehin borlders in tha
<AVETn, 50 rhat onr mireh conld not be witnessed by the serious
nien sianding on fhe parapet. T was iplomatia \ ry for
Thobura, Tor the natich. aTer shaling his head a few and
mul!kermg to his compenions. led his party of provest oen the
cree

The tulip orame in Flolland seemed (o have been uo mors intenss
than the gold eraze in Honoy Creek. One Sunday w'h.l.- ul! of our
party exeept one, who had remained at camp as goard, weee at
chureh, twanty-Oiree visitors found thelr way Io our dxxmnw&
Tnstead of the vimitors ssking g ing the s
siidde of onr werk, they w l\' eeth we had ﬂng
up. The report. hud b wated that we were uncovering
wany Indian skulls ]mdml (lwn with goM-filled testh, They
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o ru\«-ll m-th nx:

e, but iL was plain to ba
ght 1) these peaple, wr
fers. and rmllmm wnhl m.\ke |lu‘:n b(‘hn’c other

that
oforincd
m‘(!! (i

e go]ﬂ o

. ouverning cue work sl the ingo

ors Lo AHIT BN g 10 get on our nery

reason we invented the *Hosomeldcome’ stey.
" e Ly was to uw to tosew wliter the wait dach day,

I e, o Flane ha s of our daception. "l mace A o

ot to tell thast ot off;

2'lie hate] that

g

W
L

"b:l:«ds of (™" |) ol I
rime pase we lud heen wnalle 16 deep. ring 1
lenod curdlinge,  eir-Jrien serrams and wail

skt from the cave duting whal would stherwise be ealled lln-
still of Lhe night. According fe Andy. (his man, ghost, bLewst,
dlevil, or whatcvey il might be, was " Atlens, and 1lat
even in the lnte aftemoens its wuffled seteams conld e Tieard
far bask in the cavern.

wi 2 the haisraising awtuluoss of
existence in fhe Mantl Caveen, Jor, Wha Tias wont
ts romi the il \u]lnu %1 the loney Cree n
and Fis ile the resl of we delved, was tolling the
fars 10 1he hianiers and isherasen Je ehaned 10 hbet.
was anofher gron ol Jeinity whe worked s lng
wrs aiid ms hard an did o i Those sere Hie wnen at (h
e vreck from aur canp. Jim made it
4o o aver o Hhe liln for e purpose of goft the loan
f o rrow. lle took ity of iropping our
Tule sara nda he reseprive ployons.

|d\ um clnhml

Besults ween nol. long delnysd. The  Mors sproad from il 1o
W ha tali e topie

|||||! Irum valley to \ﬂll/‘v

el Tarmer's mmn-
ey Tnmser'y cunpfire, and i (e hovel Tohby at
\\Hn\h ﬁu.am afterason arrived, there alio arriu-l'l at our
o an we oxpeeted, a lirge growp of fown amd
“'""ﬂ‘ nropln Tho umn €Tt oF cnr himil gotien the brtter
aF iy were ol to see if il i ealch w glimnse.
af the Teoome-hicome,
g SBE wan uxrmtdilugl Pricndly 1o everyoue wwl ere long
P thenn gythered mr the cavern monih, e w«\al an houlders.
I8 ou e cgre floor, whi d awhaeardly
;.""""n un onter fringe. A% was 30 raioristie of Uhis kind
68, he eidemyored to exnlain the obivets Mnt we hud dig o

1able, at
e
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but few paid attention fo his rewarks. lustesd, they w
among themselven, wondering when they inight sce or he
evidenee of the esvern tertor,

Ar o ihe sitnation
Thahyrn, uw-uhed hig l:emr g £
recounting of our experienc ravern's wmysteritun in.
halbitant. In order do sosure the right draom Toer, e loweteg
his voiea 1o ahnoit & stage whisper while disowsing 1his Fenrsonie
subject.

Jusl mn Thoburn resched Ue sl tecrifying pant of biy
marratiis, oue of the youag campiraters lncl foryari. mefionsd
to the Profewor, and gave a hissing "SI I . trite
1o aay that a pix comd have bosn hestil 1o drop, DL it 14 Bever.
thelesa true.

Then From far hack in the cavern
if wound it might be cxlled, The Inr u 5. ranns, wails,
and eries cof All the loar souls in Durgetory ool novee have made
o wore. Fenrnwpiring discord, With b wild vell, all of s ron.
spirators dashed out of the cavers mouth, screaiiie 4t the tap
of our longs. *'Tt%s the Tecome-hicome? Tle's coming unt!™

e 1 bacely audible somd,
B

Some of us had loug considered ooravlves sprinters and Jong-
dintanee runmers, but all goch illesions were edintely Te-
moved, for na wo dashed through the eapplings snd arnund the
houlders, we were pessed by no less than twenty people. First
came the young men, Oitting by like flying Ml'n,ur\s followed
in order by old men, girls, smell children, and Instly. the
women, who were somewhat hlndwl[lpz:l by lmu: skirta, The
deed was done. The ohjestive wes teached, Wr subsirface
dwellers circled back ke the cave end strived in fime to shake
hands in angratulations to Jot as he came coawling out of rhe
interior of the cave, povered with clay, but <lsping Nis Chage
flute—the great Heeome-hicome.

Our hosx, however, eame nedr mnlhng in tragedy, A local
farmer, whe hed heen among our Tt rin when the
olhers n(m'lped:ﬂ bue grabbed one f o Toaded Tiflos that had
heen carsleasly leit Tying ou top of one of the Iarze honldors
in the outer chamber of the eavern, Instend of rnamig in panic.
this man grabbed the rifle and siarted crawling back intn the
nerrow pusage towsrds the inner chambers, Fortmaiely
cheerved the conrageous farmer and hastened to join
derk passage It was hers that Jim grabbed the
man's hands und explained to him the whale situa
action of Jim probably anved the life of Joe, whe in the wlurle),‘
would doubtless have been mistaken far the wild brast we had sn
widely advertis
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era weeelta of winwissted work follovred owr boua bt
Dol the most bold ever ngain

"','[‘h . which e Prafessae theorine

weeks 2 the Limeatone. Jim nonnded the typewrite

m:ﬁf.d e hasits of Wirds i the trees il fisbes in the ereck,

[t clemnts that were to enter into oilr Mves were §aon to
expudition 1o n elose. Trouble wus brewing from a Mexi-
American teonps were being roshed te Ute
Ving tslogeam Aftor telogram from Wis mewn.
entreating lim to accompany the Oklehoma Nationel Goard
PAe Rio (rawde. Pesides bring ant official rovrospondent, dim
had nbsa served a8 cook. We vonlda’t imagine carrying on oor
e withont Jitn hgodtng the enlinary dotail. Tate was recelt-
g messages from il conmanies saying they could ime Irin knevl-
e ..r gru]nﬂl suwl ® willing fa pay for it. (ur marniog,
alfer leiter, Tate camne 10 a5, extonded his big right
e T enoh and 1ok ua woodhye. Ho wan headed for he land
uf mnielines nad seaelines,

With Tate gong ¥ seenend as though one Tuney aorily cirele
I been hroken, The Wi destroved onr niorale, huwevor
fareing s 19 break camp mk rivilizntion, was (he vandalizing
of o Kileiwn b dom, scho, anfike. teir mastecn, held o fear of
the Hewomebivatme,

Withaut fasd we were helpless. There was nothing to do bat
prek onr archncolagical discoveries for shipment, take a farewell
plungs in the creek, carefally reiove 4 month's beard from our
faces, change clothes, load the wagon that came for our equipment.
#y & lwst gondbye te Rig Month Cnrern, and wwing up the Llotey
Creek road towards Grove.

Afier & sevennile ¢ross-connTy wagon rile from Grove, we
came to (he Jittle tailrond stalion of Rermice. Here ws claoped
hands and saicl gaodbye, for some were taking A train south. while
others of wa wers hoading weat.

It wns four years later when 1 snuntered info & bavber skep
Yozated aeros the street from u eampus of the Univer
Oklahionm, and leisurely climbed into & ehair, In another cha
nc Jﬂm Relfing his cll \o sooner Dad I sealed myselt
Than i walked i An uml v sllrwd & three
P-m!t-d reminiscence, basel o onr [laney Cresk sxperiencen
Tefore the burbers hud finihel with ws e Formulaied plan
or & reunion of cave men.

The Tollowing ufterno

“"”“’1'. L-Inlnberitl to dJoe
dbour's

o the three of uws mel on the cirapus
ear, wmil sped to Oklshome City.
ok we arrived at the State Capita) and proveeded
5 the Oklehoma Tistacical Rociety, Thare ne lound our 14 frind
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grd mentor, Jasouh D. Thoouru, Tears of Jor Fillul hiv ey wian
of wy loals dinner together that ¢
v s fust Tike old times, Bt the smrroiningy

LT World Whr had serpt dim, Jor, aud
orles, bt had nel washei v rocollee.
tions of Heney Crevk das.

While we tatked, i drew shetehes on ke back of an

ae exprensert elever idens wi of yore, ind e Frofsor
of axtly Oklahown with the sume erigping iuferes
an in the days whon we galhered around the complice at Iy
outh Cavern.

The only srduess of an otheowiss porleer dinner wax Lhe
atmence of Tate and Andy. Tate was reportel By the Professor
to be in the interior of heae rm Mexica working as n_geologi
for a Iwrge oil company. Ar was safely launched on o
career of law practive in W

Ves, it wes stariding 10 tearn that years ae Juph B Tho
burn had heen [aid to rest withont evon a swall murkee baving
iten Placed a1 his grave. (n the other haad @ is e warm
ta knew thut ho was amly forcoiten For a whils
sponsorshin of the tikl i * ¢, suffiel

s been T 956, by geusrns OkleHomuns, to ereet
wppropricte wonament 1o hix memocy.




