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THE HOOK NINE RANCH IX THF INDIAN TERRITORY
ty Eltrworth Collings®

Nusuerots Vet Erom Okbuioma people iave been made for gg
srticte v fhe ol Howlvix and Rayer smrh, utwn widdy sy
Tlook Nie Kanelt, bevase e eattle brand was 1 the shupe of th
old Fignen winh the hook pinti up\\uﬂ\ hncﬂ(mg aroung thy
hipbone af (he cow. hmw this Ladian ‘Ters un dutinctive,
e ancl had + d ite part in U uewlopmcm ui cattle-feodi ,,‘
i the Sanllwest, uu- whranicte of €he ald outiit slonld be reeorded jn
Klalosna Iistory,

v has baot

n o the part of the writer 1o sttemut
m gewount al the Hook Nine Rauch for foar of Uie jnaccuracian thay

I appear i the wanserlpt from the fact Lh atily o
Imlf w wentury has elapaed singe (e cwach was i ope
tou, thore were o srtion lins nor twnsliya by sk e
7 There were few, if ny, ranches or
sniilers mw gl might be reforrad 1o on the onp for proper ilen-
tifiean (6n aiiel ucation, Xo eifovt will be wade W 4uote the nuiber
of meres in the ranel, bat G writer will say (it it ran from 1500
10 2,000 cuttle the year cound.

The ranch was formed by F. D, Hendtix, and C. B. Uayer in
1890, s tho cosull ut o i i Guinessilke, Texes, alongude the
aldt Lindsey Hotel. .J. 1. Thendvix was a 10D per cent cownian, whi
Rayer, u uative of Veunsy wat miore of the student Lype wsd
@ nuan of busiaee, but ue thoroughly intzigued by the catle sl
=

Opportuity was gieat in the anhan "Peveitory in those durﬂ ’l'hﬂ
country was not alloited ilie only seitlers i the ssetion

i, o weli, o2 ;{l E

s o1 o
e M e B T ok of e m«ﬂr

o mgripion i by Dr. Coliogs, the Yok Nine Barct s thaa a“
in lhe Chicknsn which hnd been one of the (it prose
o, ...m,.a B lhn u Bavetarntat 14 e 10705
i unknow

resyid Wvmdnris, wris the Chickasiy coininy I
B The Daes Corotasion land sppmising. pardies i preparstivn
meais, heginming in 1997, —Fal.







Fhe Hook Aine Rancd in the Indiaa Tersitary ®1

he fertile vallex of {he Washitn and wone of the larger cresks
slont 196 00 hor, wgricultiire vy heginning 1o take hold. Cotion
pribata B ) these sections, with Lo merket for the eott

and Ardmore, both of which had eil milla. Inland
for their eed Beeause they had 1o be hauled by
on the Sante Fa and shipped 1o these 1

wn
¢ ut Puccel!
ons I o prar
e on to e D
P, 1. Fqneivix w1 Hoyer were fiem in the belied tha, coed corld
o dlased and fodd bu the sras o canile st a profit. Their first
Mf in the Indian Terrilery wag on a smgll pnsture
488" Crok pwstire, & fow miles Nortliees, of Ardmore, where they
O Yheir experimont of the gross und ealtumsed, Finding it prolit-
lrhlh- they moved to feger acreaze on what was knewn xs the Eph
Jaois pastare, just Belnte the mauntains. Just ahove il lay the Ar-
e Boonutains, with Iigh, rock.cnvernd ridges and low fimbered
UL Theks hills were covered with st prastes migh in mineral
conteii—grama and banels gross. The regivt, wis Kinost unapproash:
bie rom the st Buszad TTL, a sort of enp roch for the dres,
o campesed of flat Tock thet looked as though it had been planted
there in windcows by the s of man. Tailier (han by natare, Those
who pass along T1. &, Tiglvway No. 77 will reenll this queer Tarniation
hetween Ardniors, Springer, snd Tarner Fulls

Twe distinct mawontain ridges predaminate the wrea—iliey were
faawn s the Eest. Tiubered Hills and the West Timberol ills,
Recwuse of its rnglmess and the Fact that cowmen wora Jooking farther
the mare lewel country gropad Ade, wnd were going
10 West Texax, the possibilitios of the aren lhad beon averlooked by some
men, The pariners seonted it and fonnd it (o their liking, From the
i ich was then
a0 wost of (he prosent
¢ Faizenrd Hill, For better deseription, it is Jocated jr
Fhat i now known us (be formr 3oss Patterson Hereford Ranch.
The rond wean buelt b knecking off (lin tops of the slanting flat rock
E"m 8 d-nule toam and wagon could nemetiate it. At the lop of the
V1L the road bore (9 thie left adong he rldge and the east ond of the
may and to (he fict rick yard estabilishe by the rauch,

whe Headdynarters wore established on Honey €roek ghogt, twe mile
rabnurier Falls in o log aabin that wis diere when the Tach was
irkied, The headyuariers were Bs primtise s the conntry, Mr,

: thero was o than ton dailars worth of materidl, in-

15, 21 tlie threo roome. The photograph of the ranch heed-
ompanying this articlc will bear ont this tatement of
4 loy walls chunked with wuwd, chapboard <hingles, and
e The tighthand portion of the ebin s wsed for erok-

H enpancy )
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micles of Biichraia

leanto on the left end was wied ax & amoksbouse and swreroon, W,
woa catried from @ spring about G0 yards from the corner of gy,
kitchen,?

An lang n the Tanh oporatad, the Toasy Creek <amp was hegg,

quarters, It was strietly o “*stag camp”'—old cowhoys do ok recgy
that & 50man cver entered its daors,

house, llm wonld Iianslle fram G 1o 700 entile Thig w,

A huge eorral wes buile just back u linle 1o the lefl of  the
s spli
o sorrals by & lony biranding chute extonding almost aorong

one of them from the chute nfter b
equipment, these nens were built of
and wetl braecd The Iz sadidle 7
completed the Tanch iinprovences.s

When the runch hud ot going gow, 3 camp was bullt at the Wee
Timbered Hills {o cure for thal scetion of the ranch. Hover e e
this eamp, and it was built sonewhat sccording 1o which
in & way resembled some ranches of later duies, Tt ot o

‘man and his wife—the Former hoing o cow hand and his wife attending
10 the housekreping. Like the headgnariers, m:e caniy ves of log—
ture beitg wrrugul et iron roof. F. D.
Hendrix elways objected to the i = Tnt it madls 80 mch
noise he conld net sleen when it rnmu! a2 haikot. Mo dloubt be bad in
raing the soft_patter of rainfall on ihe sodden and wentherbeaten
clapboard ool of the hearytarers mru' A set of corrals and &
branding chute—ulso of rails and lugs, were built, Unlile the head-
quarters pens, this west amp had a wpri o snd opring bras -
nmgthmugh one: carner of it, Royor at e time cigged 1p @ p-imm"
dziving uail holes into un old hucket whieh conld be dran
e b rope. Tle had the negro GIL it with i e-wld sprioy
water ouq_cool morning, af ch he stripped off o
under it When the eold sps mixed with the monl\uln ':i
ol et sonld tsve beet heat
¢ wes n_sonfirmed bede

wRLe
struek hit he Jumped and ot oot
at the headquarters camp sis mailes a
elor, and T do ot believe thiet # wonmn svus cver i ki camp-

The ranch was foneed with black jeck or post ol |M
were sherpenad aud driven hita the promd with mouls. Gum:‘:rx hot
poats out was generally done Ly settlers who wenld come fu

—_— o
Ploterdew vih Tubo B, Hendrln, Luie 10, 196, br. Hendsiz --.p:ﬂ'ﬁ",n
1D, Hendrle dod worked an e Rudul durle wl he e o s in
S fertlew with 1. O,
otertle
S Intersiew wi




Tie Wask Nine Raush iu the tndian Temitory 52

ife or s of them, sharponed sad steung wlony the reute
Fae £com four to six cents ¢ach. The fences followed 1o
Tawes bevause Lhere were none to follow. The fence line went
M"""".ne gmlhlld wes best enited For it and where 4 post could bs
wher? ougily. In many inslances, extre. heavy enchor posta were
""“"“ et of e dilts and the Tour wires weighted duvn until
O e aapled to e pest. There wes never & D oF gost bole
"'",m"' e atich, but thert sous w goodly tnnber of srow bars
i e

Wik tha
by

for & wi

“'“ Tence,

el s Finally Temeed, it constituted almost w siall
win Castiiost, With fow ioighbors, nm‘l madn wid
Je 1hing was very primitiv well mi
- Iﬂ..gs elien s “Forest Peimeval || Does drapped lhmr " s
" g 10 the bluk juek motis shat dottesd the pastare. Flocks of wild
eyl i stuialy ohblers, ate and rearcd Uhes
e pacti treca wlowg the sireanis, Squirrels wero s tilc s catzo tail
tabbits i 4 West Texas praivie dog town. Every hallow containe
Tpring frsamch Letl by w bold spring t ita head. Bob whites i pobet
e called to enel other in the ealy morning, Hondy Creck gorgled,
sing s vay pior The vocks and ritflcs and inte <ocl,
Timpid poulk, ars i1 wade s short wiy Trom ng souzce ddwnl
er Palls (5 its junction with the Waalrn, i atachs e
filled with porch of tremedone size, and & mess of trout conld be
wde fly ercated from a bit of ved blanket and & few
e ranch v yetled, the ops cnuglt sevorel olter
e dinmond brele rattle snaken lived and snuned ynder
the ledies ancl wtup the flat racks. Tt was nat umnsual ta kill coe of these
iy old Ecllovs (hat bad 17 Tatiles and g button., A queer epecies of
it inchues 1o Lo [eet Yoig, the color of which varies aceording
10 the color of the rork it i lying upon. ebommded. They wers eslled
" mountain byomers,” They were a species ef chameh

Nnture supplied must of the runch needs. 10 in donbtful, with the
coeoption ot bchod swice and walt, that wmora than one hundred d
of magerial was ever houled to the Tanch in the elghl. yoers
urated, There were o well, tanke, pipe, or wall curbi e
© rch. A flat stone at the gp
;m:] and Ty sest swhen w hucket of waler was to be dipped up The

2

£ hi L.m .na ruwhide. There was not 1
Hpings in . Brurdy twostory bunks,

"'“’I'M wih mugu Tatiresses riads th bod
nw“?uhm. the Wasliita Valley nlre-he'llllm Negr
i thee™ e thei gwn Iye Erol
PRl

Fumilien grew thel
« hollow log. Witk
1'|u- woehanlers got

E




160 Chrosicies of Oklahoma

their supply of both tobaoeo and homiey for the ranch from
Negrocs, in pasing their cabing? Tme

16 4 Lcidipe was yovedod on @ ereek or bollow, Iogs were

vl §f 4 soring brancll spresd ont in the pts betmen

odges, crenting & bo, by the vame prosmmes [ogs ware cul aad g ek

sy fond s bl Exen a2 shipping Gome the tall bickory sap

along sreele ane river Torniied prod pales, which wrb out yag k'
<aned.

eul aad,

Puener Ealls was then & hidden betnly spot which wb thet gy,
Dl ligon seen by very few peaple becaure of its inmecessibility. ng;
Creok rises a mile or s gbove the Palls, being fed from 8 meries o)
Tenie spriths, widl theih drops ofF over the Falls as fhe stream sepy
its way 1o the lower levrl of the Washita, It eould be reached carier
tiding down the ereck hod from the headgnartsrs then in aay olhg

a in e i 12 g0 wronnd the mountain and dcwe 8 tough
yon (rail

and elveuitous eq

There may b.- innecorasies in the writer's deseription of the
its operation he is on Frm ground, for be har fhe

ek of The 14 oottt whieh refloet i purchencs and szles and e
pensts Cor the eight-year period, The “'bookn" ctmeist of thres analt
Ieathor memorandim books such ex the sommission companics e
theie eustomners in the rarke 18005, These bear the mprm b
nouiscion Compeny, Kansas City, Misso 5
% flare ware 1o otber bosta Lept. un the ouifil

I little or oo capitel for a start, Its amen
o o T i s, bt oo wegons and teams
which liad been nequived slowly.

Tororcstiog wnd wmoross wea the foct that the firt eattls
lrougrht to e 7anicl wave twelve head purshased from su old man
i the Sivets ey Cowwiry, Tezsa, Four of these wm\,nnded DANL,
annther fuur BGDAD, aud tie other fontr UFORK—the fork ez
depleted by a crrdely serawled piteh Eork, This must ve beea o d
wuy of expressing nffeetion or viee versa,

Several by
Cronk, or the By
mr"ﬁ"‘ rlu]\" T o crinle I,L i ot L'h 0 o
i, T wittle, us practically all of ¢ anjmale

Vot Tight ac #5.00 por load. Tor stect yearlings and $13.50 for ¥5%
yoar olis ¥ Thix metbad was appnrently ot nucesssol i m:'"l':lf.‘
st i, the poriess begun ‘ranching out into c'"‘-rsu o
for (heir ealtle, Records in ¢ tiat & man in Caldwt
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assrsbled @ berd of 1,100 head for thein at prices quated above.

iber dralt caine from the Sulpiur Springs area; some from Tay.
AR nnd one byueh from Strawn in Wont Texas, These were 3
lory Jrpe of catlle, as Wandards o today, There were n maltitude

T« wid 0 multitade of colors, hut the partners took into on.
the averuge Hroverent of attle moved from Seuth and
s north 10 the mountaing, with it highly nutritious
d the St that they would be wintered hervily on, ention-

1395,

rural
fracics A
woed:

¥arly i Juue vach yeur H. D. Hendrix would take a ehuck
ok, horses, and five or kix good men, end pull ont for the Sonth
o enive anrl being stears back Lo the ranch, In addition 1o Ui me
e brought with hi vsuslly hired two or three men where the
cartle bl Boen received, 1 mssist in @gettiig them out of the comtry

i hack at Fort Worth or Gaincsville. The herds esme
i, erarsed Red River st Rack Crossing into the Bill
Washingion countty, end on ro Crdda Creek just norh of Ardmere,
and up over the Buzeard Hill io the ranch. Even a5 carly a5 1894
or *05, it wes Dot ensy G0 get & herd of cattls ont of Central Tesas
wilholit. rauainy samn damage to growing crops. Expense itema rhow
whene ot diumages 1o erops were aid, Somatimes an entire Kield gnd
erop were porcliased and nsed fora day ot Lwo 43 & holding ground.

At the canh the stoers were allowed & few daya’ rest after their
ip; then they went into the long ehute to reecive the big 9"
1oft. hiny and have the 1efs tip of their horus eut ofi, This Jnst
w0 0 very (isliclive type of marking and enabled one to recopnizz &
Hendrix and Torer wieer in & cound-up ingtantly. The use of this
w 1o caltse the Left horna to drop, and as & result,

high pereentaze of (le steers were droap-horn when (hey grew up-
This mark, tholigh, elways atiracted atténtion on the Kansas City
narhet. Toll ears were undersloped tu make them look es noiform as
_l;wmhle‘ Thert is no record (hat any cattle of the severnl thousand
ey andled were ser shipped on b the canch. AUl were trailed in?
¥ July 15 of cach yesr, Hie steers were luzuriating in the summer
IALEE on the tll Bunell grass and were beginning to pick up after
the 1rip snd branding,

While Mr. Hendriz bad been getting io the ¢sttle, Roper bad
i busy calbing on the gins of Tha et meigbbarhaod. and ot
. oy, S amzeerd. AlL of hit visiting wan by horssbask. Thare was never
Dy’ 57 by onned by the wuch, Seed wes bonght st Berwom,
T 00dTard.” Springer, Hosbar, Heonepin, nad Comish. The
vt bud o fized prics they would pay for cottonsscd of L
Sy 2% bushiel, They il not. contract seed (hat could not be hule

RIN 10 pangy] including the round Lrip. This ner

n
Mervin with Johw ., Hendrix, Mlasch, 1995,



a2 Ehronicles of Ghatoma

mitied a good deal of atitude, for the wagona were ususlly gy g
wey sreond 530 in the morning, A8 the oed came in. m Lhe igk it
it was louded untp ricks 350 to 400 fest long and bign e
Uz of & magen box. Thers were. woually fonr ricks of ssed 1 -
Iot. The seed was carefully unisuded and th ricks slapped and Pt
to prevent damage from tainall. By the time the ginniag
el e o as bt Erom 350t 500 o, et of
These were never referred o by the fon, and the Tecords u.d.,,
thet the seed was bought by the bushel. Seed nt the Sprivger g
at'the Toot of Buzsara, Fl, wan allowid to secsnulsts o the
unlil other points Iarther ofl had been taken care of. Then fug ey
foree of wagotu wera put o the haul and o amp established (g
s log camp and lotn) at Buzmard Hill Springs, where & ,u.p v
wag maintsined fa help the wagons over n.e hill, as it roquired g gy,
mule hitch 10 get as many loada of need ovor the hill s four mrly
could baul anywhere elae on the route. This camp was then in the
prasent Moss Patierson pasture.!?

The seed hauling uqmpmem. consisted of half a dozen g,
vy wagons Ly bullt by the Peter Shuttler Company i (heir
e City branch. They were built long, 5o as to enable the lud
to spread out, rather then he stacksd high, which lessened the danger
of the wagons turning over in_the rough country. Thore was slu
d.mlopad 4 special 1ype of spring seat whi
hinged to t standards ta prevent j
the driver off the wagon, Specially huile Treqge with long oot evers
were provided. Botive power Was provided hy some 25 or 30 big,
i les bought on_the horse nmrm in Kanssa City.
The Tead tsams of these four-mule hitches 03t uneanuy i
handling thermelres among the soed Ticks, ‘and the pin hruses

The hired peesonnel did not vary groatly, snd usuelly cousisied
of eight men. The records give the names of Will Wilson, Till Gra.
Al Childs, Boott Locke, Bate Watson, Wes Cllrlm wd Bill Hoider
tha last two being colored. They g, sirong, middle-nged mem
highly temperate and wsed to Terd worl -mm,- were. ur good har,
aoter, end loyal. They were excellent cowmen, but in
the word epecialists. They wers adept at teaming. fen
o bed to be done i the reoch. There was 1o Te
o0 the wagon was on he roed. The men umally elected
their micaber, based oo his sbilily ond willingaas, The fuvaty
thrifty brinch too. Nots of them dres wore than $20.00 per M0,
and page ufter page shew whero they sceaonally would e
506 to £2.50, nnd that mendry items were charged to their oot ,,r
Trom time 1o time, At setflemmt Gme they all nauslly M"“lw,uf,
their wagas yet coming to them.!] They ot along Lagether oX

Winzrisw with Rodpe Dickenon.
1 Reonide of Hendriz amil Rover Banch.



The Hook Nine Ranch in the Indion Territory "

spere was little or 3 time for hore pley wmong them. Each was
8 W0, hurseshoeing. Due Lo the rough country, all hormes had to
adep 2,1 around. 1t was often said that chie men conld do & good
b ebabocing with & ay, butshar knie, und batshet a1 the
I e blackemiith. Bach mau cursied horsaskios zails and stples
ST e pokets, A apemag dhoe was soon straighiseed and ve.
Hoved.

X effort was made at farming. Corn could be bongh cheaply
1o faranors along the Washita. A few daya’ hauling with the hig

iagans would put caowgh <orn in the aribs for the saddie harses,
‘work fulcs, and For Fattening hogs for the winter, Barly every aum-
mer & kay vontractor vould come in to eut and balo what prairie
g wunld be nosded for the winter.

Canp cRpeusck were 8t a minimam, It sl epproximaiely $3.00

or 150 por month taeh 1o board the hands. They were wel fed on
., strong, coarse food hocrssary to bard-workiog men.'’ II L.
Yiendriz was a lirm believer in mmvy beans, and mlwaya saw to il
that there wos & good pot of them on the stave, Principsl purelistes
v, uasy beans, dried peackes and apples, and & small

trail outfit got in, 2 milk
pem calf was killed iF there wes one megilable, and all had o good brit.
of beef, The woods were full of hogs of all ages, kinds, and colors.
Early in the [all of ¢ach year 40 to 60 batrows were put np for fat-
Teving. AL the firt sign of sold weatler, & genezal bog killing for
paih camps was held, which lasted & eouple of dys. Ususlly from
7046 75 hama and about the sgme amount, of sidemeat were put down.
This coupled with the sausage and the lard that ws meds, wauslly
Twrted (hronprly ihe season. The stock boge ran wild ond fed entirelr
4 negros And mast. Grocerien were hrought in by the seed wagoni.
rl books of the Ranch show the single purchases hardly ever
exteeded $1.00 or #4.00. Quoting from & page of ooe of the oid ex.
Penie botls, here is o smples?
Wil Childs, Cesh.
Tl Wilson, Pants,
0, % paskages 35
 Shooter Cartridgen ki3

the 1 wan pever a problem. The zanch was well Zeneed, wnd.
e Jomces wore ridden and wotehod daily. Alwayn the dirt in the
Theryney, whien ane af thein. was ved, s cut up thersby obliterating
ute s of men working on the ranch. 1f anyune weot throngh the
Jeamn during the night, the trecls they left in the dirt would be evi

{hat vustlors wers looking for cattle. The men on the ranch

T
T
Rl




64 Chromictes of Oldahems

were all lorw) wnd conmtantly on the lookout for srADEES, wyy
oro Tl and fur betmen, igeay por o6ct of b istors rods
back whien they came 19 e ranch on busin

Anather big day on the ranch wag in n.e late suleier, st g,
for repairing and greaviog the 25 or 30 sets of heasy lonther hymen
ed on the work mules. The Jmrness were completiey dissomblag g
the tnukles and given o bath of hot, sater, Tollawed by & troataient pg
tullow and neaenioot ofl, then hung out on A Tail Fence (9 dry. Thyp,
swere a0 pore.shonldered ranles nor sore.backeil horses a5 he men Hng
#ood sadilles and blankets and cared for them well

the winter months wced was hawled from the viek foyg
h fecding grounds. Two men worked on u wazon, one driy.
ing wnd one shoveliog, E. D, Hendrix or Royer was nmuelly o the
eed zrows w \uwh o the eattle cleaned np the feed anct 1o deir
i sraggitrs, [L 56s & Rics 2ight Lo ate 500 b GO0 (atisiing s
quened bchmd & wegon. The cattle were fed gl they would clewn
up cach day, end were fed from about Nevember 15 to the zise of
grass eaeh yoar, wfter which they went ite the swAmer pasure i

Shipping bepan early in August, or just a lide shead of shipping
time in the Osage end Kansas country—the coltonseed heving given
auv eattle a slight adventags over their catie. At shipping time the
eatlle siere handlad an rasily a3 possible. Large wire pens [or cutting
aut. the herd were huilt in traps containing abowt a scction of Jund.
Catlle wers workad in those pens, and Lhnm selected Lurner
in the trap for o fow days’ rest, or pen u favorable Lelegram
o the dommistion company in Fanas Gty Pens and traps mero
built ut the closesi point to uu railmad—sbont six or eicht ol
veamlly fmm hmm oc Davi

e rogle to nmn, #eross the Washita River. The cattle erorsed
Washita #t a ford near “*Od Man'' Perry Russell's plare. The harkt
wera of dirt anid very high. T meking the erossiug, (he bamke @rre
ity dowm wntil (he erossing had tee apearunce of s Jeng chtc o8
#aal side, 17 the Tiver was 5Ot oh . rire, the cattlo ware walked d
d into, fhe waler with Hidle ffFeuley, and 00 “:
up ou bigh ground away frow tbe Hies and heat. The pens W€
ronshed abour snn, and the boys were senl (6 Satterwhit
mme1 fn-rn vail o (']l(v:‘ie‘ cnclwn'; st:ernmi, .nd salm
waiple of Midils given them gratis by the X,
T et =

former usage).

Inganien with Radge Blckersan, October, 1951
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alter dinvec the eaule were loaded aud before five o'clock
) mnlL to Kansan City, whicli wan raached Jgte Sunday uight.
w the cottle & chanes for rest sod fill bofore coming on

g;:d” yourker. A shipment ueuslly comeisted of ten to twelve
foty mmlmgw the market.®

D. Hendix and one of the hands wwually acoorspanied tl
..m;mcm Iuring the years the ranch waa in operglion, all of e
" e consigned o €, M. Keys Livesonk and Canteiisdon Com
atte X rm.. banking business wes done in Kansas Cily st the Latar.
e guk, which in atll in business. The Sauta Fo I mud
sy ahwayy higlly eocperal ut care and
bl the rancl business and for a mumber of years fess i
partnei with annal pess.

" 1697, U. 8. eainecrs moved io aloag Haney Ureek,
dl their comps, sod, bega the .mk of murveying whe Chick:
stetions and tewnshi ou of Statcluod.
s "wa o the wall o raiber oa the res—for che ald
outfit, us e urveyors o vlumﬂ & £p&es ok top of the highest of (he
Eest, Tiobered Hi only & tall hoshy-top tree for a back-
site. Uhe tree vould be u'r:n for miles, and bore a_canvass sign on ity
trank thut it wus the propezty of the U. 5. An sitline beam now oe-
enpies the site of the tree. There wes a $500.00 fine for mntilating
or destraying it. Thiy sign wes ¢mblematie of things 1o rome, end the
partuers hegan shaping the Tauch business toward & final souloment,

When it cume time ta setile, the partners had an exces: of 4200,
K {n money, 660 head of stotk tattle, 35 horsen, and 42 mules and

fnerview swith Nodge Diekerttt, Mard, 14T,

U0 Earlicy in ihis ortigle referacn wan madn ta 1,100 sceers that hal been tyiled

b :-Jduu Teast, Those caitle hive bita truced through the books, and de
thei markeiing the following zear

ey came the manch.

E g he Breios i 2ok vould ©
cen ara aboul of weights and gaina o

e Suucied Sy the. rungh —Tecasts of Hn‘"‘ o -
=ple gep i flem mn plm.ﬂy sxplales the gain m arowih ln & series
< o Sugin Biem, i Eetorae Okhbomes SHEh oy tha ey
ooy gy )- -dul rmule |aads of cotfonmred 15 weigh

l-h,ms rage price por Lud of K2,
DA No average of J0% reais per busbel
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whguns to divide. There was uo outatanding indebredsien,
money, as money goes now, but the $300,000 was all their ymy.
was their reward for eight years of hard work and bard living, 1; +0
the resolt of following @ rarofully planned operation and pgyed
sdvantage of 8 low czpenss.’

Thero is 2o place in e book (0 how whore they Swned g foq,
of land or paid lease or tribute to wiyone for whet was =g,
were there any elarges for taves of any kind. The entive countey ey
under the Federal Gourts. Oecasionally u deputy U, 8, Marshal
YO e viwal T & sort of sontia eall 113 naonlly o o Picketfy.
of warrants for tha persons want

Inzing the existence of the pay In!rslup there was no dimensing
despite the face thae Blr. Hendrix was & rodkriibed Demoerst and
Koger an. equally sisunch Republican. Probably the higgest arpumeat
sver had wax oser the roef on Reyer's eawnp, Fortnugtely, no wary
woeeurred during the time the outfil However, it woung
up during the early part of the Spanish-Americen War, The pari.
ners were nmezcd when they were forced to place s few ceuts’ worth
of l:{wumcmury SUARIDx ON eortein puper: baving to do with final
settlement,

Final seetlement sas made in die surmar of 1898, Royer hold oo
2 eouple of years and finally sold ont to Hugh Maore, of Fort Worth,
It bus pesséd into many bands and owners since then M Tt ceupis
what is now the southern-most portion of Hereford Heaveu. Sume of
the best cattle iu the world ere produced o this section, Oné o7 mors
of these Horeford Ranches are waw =av¥irons of the old ranch.

W nigrriew with Jobo M. Hendrix, ‘.rdl 1948,
18 falerview with Joka M. Headds, July, 1950



