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TRIBUTE TO MRS. MABEL BASSETT
By Jessie Randolph Moore®

“In s mueh oz you kova dona il wute the least of these, my
brechien, you have done it valo me.

T tribute is written ta | bonor the memory of Brs. Msbel
Basoott, one 0f the great humunitariss of Oklaloma, For Lwenty
yearu she sarved Qklahoma amer of {larities and Cor-
Teclions in sn horoic fight for b i guarding of J.umn welfare.
Sle ws a woman of itiative nndl vision. amured
tbut God wue actively present in tho workl and Iﬂd ru1| Tasmiedge
of the colleetive ueeds of wll of Hix Uliklren who came under har
juriadiction as Commissioner of Charities und Correclions sod would
liold her respousible for any neglest of the sered ouligations of bar
office,

The inequalitios of lifs wert grave problems and n matter of deep
consern to Mru. Bumetl Sha bad u “clurge to keep.? The sged,
who huve built the l.mlge- af the pust uver which we have b
10 the benefits of tday, The noglecied und dependent childran Imd
hoe compazkivnata Tt b eeved e b ok o mton
Lies n the Lands of our childrun and thut it & our duty todey 1o

solisdrse thesd made the gencralion of

“The physically lll.ndmlpped iould be given the opporcunicy o e

o indépendént Life. The meatally iucwupeisnt whorever found

iLmlllll bave sympathetic competenl supervision and wediczl core
auesr ahould JEVe eompieht, hiersianding  dmistance

i llnzy were to reform their lives.

It o many of ber ioveatigetions on the negative side of life she
found the prisong of Qklahoma were filled with delinquenta who bad
uewer lud ‘u chanee {0 besome good eitizens bevause af enviromment.
Bra. Bessett bad & sympathetic understanding for the needa of all
of **the clurgen", who eame under the jurisdiction of ber offica.

One of Ler other numercus official duties included the iugpection
12 Cily, County, wnd State Lowtutntions. She was enperially interosted

& i!lparvlmh and welfare of the inmates of thess inatilutions,
o \be wanitglion of lke buildings and weidem had uny treuhle
' having carried out any corrections she recommond

Conumissioner gonsidered sil of the under-pri ged eitisenn
.08 aaced ofiigntion to Stats and Natan, Sle endorsed Govarsor
land’s great Sovial Seourity Petition. Blie regurded it 59 n won-

e
Tten, Thiy Hitugate waa deivtind by Mo, Jettle B Moarc ot the faoerd u! bee
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dertul safernard, Eor wost of the imptant Socia] Wellara probiana
er influence over (e stato fo promote its adoplion by the
poop]a
Mru. Mubel Bassett served Chlohoma as Conmissioner of Chariti
and Corroctions for u quarter of a ceatury, atd during that period
wias lways Ler sincere desire to serve the under-privileged. Thir
benevolént purpose coNStitures an essential pare of the whole Jife of
Lhis great huwmanitorien.

s . Apuatleof Hopt 1oty Litle cidren af the poor,
and u.y by day faitbfuluess to her o bro
merged lutd th fragrance of Alabastec Bl

—Oun Laor av Mesor—
OUE LA3Y of Mercy Ba gume AWSY
MNeyend the Bunkel Cates.

1 Ber home e

Tua fragrence of lior prasence lingers.

Like tout brmorto] porlume

From b A

Thal Mary brolie.
who Ruew Rer 1k (5 nondsr

On ber Wludly deec

a5 to hear mgeln
The tramp of magy veary feat and
Sen ber chogrful biading op
The Woubdy of all
‘Who passed har door.

MABEL BOUVEXE BASSETTT
18761953

Matel Bourne Bnaeu. was Blaie Lo'mmlsmner of Chariti
Corrections from 1933 tg 1947 Verbn cople the
unique plage he will S0t e sioal vrrmng "t Bidtocn Hstory.
Cerlainly, rnw W luwv t‘nrmnale the young uwle wns to nvs i her
5o papable 8 ¢ enddless’, or | that Mrd
Bmu s wnrk mu be:ler Imown sulside the bur(len af h-r awn stale:

Mabel Bourtie was boru in Chicage, IlEneis, August 18, 1816
Bn l'nllu:r was Sieplien Bonrns, 3 mercliot, aod a veterss of Com:
, Eighth Regiment, Missuuri Tnfmatry. Her mether “‘;
e el or dangbter of Tudge Lovi Prosion Tomlin o
Charlestan, Wingis; ad it would seem that her crisédiog spicit
« Titting bevitage for @ cowsading daughter.
Marths Ellen Tom| her sisters, Mary and M":::,_‘

Tomlin, were the First womsa in the Tirited ‘Staies o elit o 195
paper. | This was The Bndewrcs establislod jo 1870, in Chice

od by BT
*This briel Diographical -hn:h on Mo, Hasacit boa bom contelbult
frind, bra. Eliis B Hend, Libeasian, Oklahoma Histories] Soeifls.
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burped ic the great Fire, re-stablished end used to shampioh women's
interesta and further womun's suffrage. Marthe Ellen Bourne, mother
oF Mubel Basselt, used the nome de plums of ' Cupitola®, and ber
strong pen moved tirelssly in n elfort. fo [ree womcn of that dqy
from_servitude to citizensbip. Maviha ‘l‘nmlm teained her ¥
daughier, Mabel, w2 & public speake cormafal s sbe thay
SIata, a1 ton yoars of age, spunt the swmer mnnumqm with
the b s, B K76, babel Bouras s edysotion ua

e in sociel gervice, - She vompleted her Formal edweation i Bt
Louis, Blissonrs, at the Missouri Sehool of Social Economy,

AL an enrly age, Mabel Bourne wmarrisd Josoph Bassets
s, Hontaue. She and hor o hustmad woved (o Sapalpn,
Tucimn Terzitory, i 1902, Three children wore barn ts Mabel sad
M,,]. Haseett: Wil Glyde, Mobel Olare (uvife of Fleaiog
Waresn Abshire), wud Hortert Norral. Only Willism Clyde sur-
sived, his motbez. " Al emrviving are four grunddngnters, Macy .
Nosiict, Joan Tazelt Liare, Dhylic Bacsett and Kuren Damelly tza
great grandduughter, Shuron Uarr.

In 1910, Creek Couaty orgenized the first Lumane society, out
af which grew the first home for children estabiished i Ihe mew
state of Chlaboma, the Creek County Children’s Home. Babel
Bussett hended the organization from fhe begimning, Iirst a8 u pazt
tirag volnntary worker, and a3 the work grew, SrEANIZALion became &
malel retiel and ehild wellate agency.

Duritg those twelve years, Mrs, Bassott gaincd expericuce. She
bocyme gware of oeeded legiztation, vomyrebended (he urgent re-
Quirenicnts of secial reforms, and wes singnlerly prepared to take
wier Lbhe offive of Commissioner of Lhnnun and Corrections, te
which she was elealad in 1022 Mrs. Dassett was unprecadented
e gelter. I the 192€ clections she carfied T4

i the 77 gaumi m the primary end lead the entire state ticket in
the Ecmizal eleciion, A vigorous and forceful serapaigner, her loyal
Supporters were dedicated 1o her sarvice.

tmong her greal sccomplishments for Okluhoma, Mre Bissett
r'"ll;bl A slalyte, making wife and child Jesertion a feYoay eu-
eted by e Eighth Legislatore, She was the first to promots the
“lbliiiment. of a State Parclon and Pacole Board. She was re
Joeusible for the Juduatrial Sckoal for Negro bays at Boley, Okla-
s he recommended apd pushed through Lo cotuplelion & boild-
¥ for wowen prisoners at the State Penitentiary 1t MeAlcster.

e M7, Besett was nntiring in her work to mnise the standards of
o Ty IMII\\mm in Lhe stute, whetler orphauage, mentat -tnuun,
p)eual snd cotrystionsl institation, often Witk weefully tondequate
,d“_ She oftes fought sgwingt 8 WAl of prejudies. to
tg ﬂae pnlmc in more enhghtened treatwent of it9 werds. She
oifices in or was ¢ member of iha following orgamizations: Vies
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Presidant of tim Amerigan Frisen Saodicion; member of the Plice
Officer's Ausoclation ; Orgumization ; omen's dusil oy
of the Inlernational rummd Couduetors Union
and maty Lebor organizations. 1o addition, ehe was A[!llmml 3
Py R o et i Jeffer.
sopian Club, Women's Demourali Counell, and Dlng e
Demoera

e Red Cross work duzing World War 1, Mrs, Bassett
awarded the highest lienot i {he state by the National Red umu,
a service medal for 3200 hours of dedioaicd Red Cross work.
elub women of Oklahoma recogwized hev wsefulness by uppeinting
her fo the Fourth District Legis Comeitooe of the State Federa.
tion of n Tubs, aud were stanned n Uheic ul\ppnr'. of her for
¥ yen 2 lier gutstanding services far- {h ent of inan.

Zhe was mdmetod info Oabran’s ~Ilall of St by
D]g;lmm Memorinl Amacintion, on Statehood Day, Navembér 16,

Mabel Bassett was replacedl in offive January of 1343, Sha
re-ctered the raec for lier olil offiee of Coumimsioner of Chatitien
and Correttions bt was defentsd, aad rotired onee and for all, re-
lieved to be fres oF the atrenuows dutics of office.

Until ber death August %, 1953, Mrs Bamett enjoyed a fall
and pleasunt lifo. She spent mnch thne at hec farm about seven
iailes west. of Gutlrie on State Higbway # 33, where sha established
& model dairy Jarm with Tegisterad Guecnseyu.

Pogessing rare ebility of mind and hem. M. Bametl elso
Lad & fine aense of lumor. She livet w0 the fullness of years for
her lite abonmiled in the greatuess of hiugs secomplished.
On_August 3, 1953, by direction of Acting Governor James E.
Berry, Matel Bourne Basell reburncd fo the_Cupitol where e
servdd 5o faithiully, there to lie in state in the Diue Room, 1L was
the lust Lonor the State could pay ber. Christiin Seicnee porvieat
were held for ber the following dey with burial in Memorial Park
Cemetery.

—Bisie L1, Hand.
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