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ANNETTE BLAOEBUEN EHLER AND THE
PAT HENNESEEY MEMORLAL GARDEN
By Afkie Sale Davir®

Annette Rlnckbarn Ehler, one ol Oklahoma's uuuund.mg
pioneer women, was intevcsted in literatuee, a7t and music. She
waa ulag interested and active in the sosiel, Traternal
life of the state. She was & Life Meanber of Uic Oklehoma Histo:

Sociely and, in 1938, was indacted into ke Hall of Fame hy tbe
Oklabome Memorial Assoviation.

Annette Blackbutn, whe sccording to the family Bible and an
nnonpeement of her Frst mlrru\gn wis horn Amiette elle) in
Lawrenceville, Illinois, A the daughter of William
and Amands Edlen (Ras 4,-3} Blackburn.

She completed the clementury and high school of her native
Lawrenceville, and attended Chic Seate Normal School in Ads, Obio.
She tanght in @ country school in Lawrenes Caunty, Dlinois when
she wea sixteen years old. Then every swnmer for a fewr years ahe
attended sehool herself, and tought the winter Lerms at diffareat
times i Lawrenceville and in Palestine, 1linois, alsa in Danville.
She luter taught. in Missoula, Motans.

In 1892 ahe merrizd Morion Allen Haskett, of Danville, 1llinois.
Their deughter Helen was horn Felhruary 13, 1599, laskett
died January 3, 1908 and little Helen died in 1301, Af!ar Mr.
Hasketl’s death, she cam
where hav two brothers, Wi
sigter, 3ra. Ella Conrter, and their familica were
tanght in the Hemnemey schools, and served one year an Deputy
lumlter of Deadn of Kingfisher Cnulll) She resigned thia position

(o bmy the Hewnessey Pross-Demoerat newsnaper which she owned
and operated for three years. Aunctts lashett married Frederiek
Ehler, pioneet merchant and haorker in 1907, and from that tima
davated herself to hor nme and the social, fraternl eod eultural

* ikl Sake Diavl o omt of Ollthoma’s st gilled pue o poom
[p gotnasdio, naioral publications _She 3y el knwn 5 the poes
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Annelle Blachburm Eles and the Hennesiey Memarlad Gorden Bl

ozgunizations she loved® Ax a girl in Lawrenceville she joined the
Cinistian Chureh o active worker in the eh
after coming to Oklahoma teaching in the Sunday school s1d giving
of hor talent ag a pianint and mukiun.

Mra. Elllor's chicf interest in organizetions was in the work of
the Order of the Eestern Star and that of the Rainbow Girle. Her
work in_the Eestern Star organizotion whs sutstanding. She b
ben u charter member when the Lawrencevilic Chapier way orgun-
igwal in 1890, anul she was o member of the Hennessey Chepter for
Forty-seven yomrn. She served in variomn appointive and elective
p“.uom nf ‘the (irand Chapler Order of the Kastern Star of Olkla-
in 1913 wan atested \\'nrlhy Grand Jum-on T 1917, she.
mst publsnhed the Lastern Star “Blee Bool
peetsiaty thmuuh the 19th and Itm edmoh publn e .
Mrs, Ehl w Enstern Star editor of The Oklakomg Mum for
. Intenscly intetested in Uic Rainbow Girls, she held
the pasition of “‘Supreme Hope'' in Uhis atgenization.

Mrs. Bhler fed eivie ond nolitical prrticip
patriotic responsibility, and wan » tireless worker. She was deleglte
to the first Demecratre convention in which women pathcipated,
was the first Conty Vies-Chaitman of Kingfisher Coumty, ﬂal&
gate-stlavge to National Democretic Convention held in

Clty In. 1924, Shoserved as President of the Honnessey sehaol 'hnard
was the firsL woman Maver of , BOTVID

1his office in whith she pramoted ¢ of Hennessey strcets i
wrany other projects that unlribumd to Uie city’s improvement.

A musicien and pianist, she wag the eompeser of several songs,
among them Siosol Face Bencath (he Rosss which was written affer
the death of ber lte duughter, 53 ater Walcoming Oda which was
wied in Eastern Star.

__ §he wan anthor of Btndy Outline of Greck Muthology, Rhelor-
ical and Literaturs Guiling and A Tex! on Orammar. She wrote
and published these basklets when tie served es State Chairman of
Titerature of the Oklahoma Fedcrated Women's Clabe. She wrots
21 pblished in oorial form n novl liled ﬂmk ta the Old Ambrowd

¢ lso had published & book of her own poems, The Firs Fly, and
P sm.ll ‘baoklft, Echors of the Ghishoim Trad, ax well a2 the *<Blne
Book" of the Eastern Star {19 editions)

n addition 16 ber mmbmmp in the Oklahoms Historiest
Society, the Oklshoma Mem intion, the ! the
Esstern Star, und Rainbow 0 H e s ol & member
of the Danghters of the American Revuluuon The Netional Lengue
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”e Chronicler o] Oklakome

of Amezican Pen Women, Pi (iamma Mu, and the Pelphinn Chnw
Ehe contrituted fo Oklabama's eulture hy sponsoring stru

Foung artints and by arranging art exhihits, and wequiring 8 m.bl.
eolleetion of paititings by Oklahorva artists,

It was lier intense interest in history snd in merking the
istorical apote in Oklahoma us woll s et desire thot the facta of
hlalnrv chonld be kept straight, that causcd Brs. Ehler to spend
#4000 on a memorigl for the nnirdered teamster Eor whein tha
City of Honnpseey wes nemed. aud (hen present the memorial 2s
s gift to the city. Thin presentation took plaee May 30, 1941,

Tig Par Hrnuzmsey Mewomian Garozs

This cutstanding memorial is & corner lot {75x150 feet) locuted
at nlln: north edge of Hennessey, just one bloek west of Highway

On July 4, 1374 Government employces found und baricd the
body of Patrick Henmessey beside the Cliishobin Trail. In her book
Echoes of the Chiskoln Trail, Mrs. Bhler writes

“Somelime _aller the Town of Honansary was established, the women
of tha town mlecsd an lcon fence nround hie rava with mn mrch epen
which wea insceibed bim nsme. An Vhe town grew lLuser ond Il hecame

ot H
gt iy exrens
rassibla. ln 1955 wana Hemmeaper celebratod My Kiilots. anhiversary aog
sul on ebucahey Takenot; [ nurchased the plot of graund arannd
thin grava and procsaded io bufld o Memorial to (he Memery of tha man
for whom our town was nemed.”

The #iret iron fenee mronnd the grave in incorporated in the
fenee sround the Garden, Mrs, Fhler had the grave covered with
native atones, set in cement apd & small head stonz and foot stone
erected. Just enst and south of the grave s n vock Fighthovse twenty-
faur fret high, in the top of which is installed a large Tight and
mnsionl chimes which operate by sutemetio control.
emall windaws shine clestric light through bolba o
Ty tg the south of the ureve o a live ton granite boalder bearing &

22 marker which gives a stntemént shuwing thet ennemsey wan
not killed by Indiens, but by white out-laws.

Tn the winter of 1840, the writer visited Mra. Ebler. Aftr
tarn fram a visit to {he Gazden, thers wes comment on the Sach
that meny historians tell that Tndiens murdered Pat Hennemey.

® Anartis B, Ehder, Ectoer of the Chisholm Trail (Heooessey, nd)




Aneatty Bicckburn FRler ouf she Heaneusey Memoriol Garden. my

Mra, Ebler amiled, “'Yes, [ know, 1 onve spokre to ome writer
about that and he replied, * But it makeu sucl u olorful story.” How-
ever tere i8 on¢ Thing upot which il agros and that i the faet that
William E. Malsley found und buried the bedy, end I personadly
mmwmed Mr. Mallay."

n ghe lold e the delllll Dl' the Vat Hennemey story thet
shé Iurl gothered through the
‘Tug Sros? op P:m Heswommy
Tut Henmey hiad & governrent, eontret in 1674, to haul freight
from Wichita, Kansas o Nort Sill and Auadark, two governmant
posta 1o Lke Larhons purt of Indiun Territory. s there were mo
railroeds through this part of the Territory ell freight wes Landled
by sueh 88 Hennessey,

Mrs. Ehler aid she wes first intrigued by heariug ove mun eay
to amother “Heve a Pot Hemnessey cipar.” Tlea finding that the
grave was  slirine to which &l uew comers were direcled and, 1o which
che, 100, wendsd her [ootsteps, she e

“'Who wes Pat Hennossey1"
' Ask Mr. Malaley, he Found and buried Pt Henmessey's body,”
was the reply.

Upon Turtier inquiry 3Irs. Bblor found that Wiliian E. Malaley
had been a Deputy Morsbal and that be was & man well trained
Far lin work® e ke the Indin Tnngutge Cleutly, and knew
Tudian liab always most cordial i bis relations with the
varioms {ribes wih waieh be come 1o Coutact, Ste learaed clin tha
Mr. Maluley wan then livimg in Hennessey erating a Hvery
Wb, She wout 10 sqs hn sod aiked i Lo tall wer the story of
Fat Henneasey.

Hrom Mr. Melsley, Mrs, Ehler lesrned that on the might of
July 3, 1874, Putrick Hennessey and lhree nther teamsters gpént
the nighy ac ane of the small telay stalions located at & poiut called
Buffale Springs, acw kuown ue Bison, six milc north of the present
site of Tennessey. The other teamsters were: Grorge Fand, Thomas
Calloway and Ed Cook. Hach man wes driving & siz mule tesm
haulmg ‘s wogon well loaded with supplies, Next morning the freigh-

ters wnde preparation to stert on their way, but the keeper of the
inn, Mr. Mosier, urged them to wait 8 while longer because be hed
vecgived word thut (e Indians were reporied o be on o wprising.
To thi the g!mnl Trishmon, who was alwaye feiendly wilh tha In.
dinnn is roported to have asid ““No Indisn will harm me.’” So the
wen and teams headed south.

ingmphy of “Willam E. Malaley,” sea The Chistolm Trad by Sam P.
Mw Caihriey 1991, pp. WOALS—EL



™ Chrenicies of Ohlabome

This same morning uoother paTiy Was headed northward aeroe
the plains, This party left the Indian Agruey st Darlimgton to go to
Wichita, Kau The Agency employees, composed of Juhn D Wiles,
the [ndinn Agent in cluTge of the Darliugton agency, Mr. am
Jo Al Cnvmgum and their deughter, Kalie were Tiding in a light
spring e g were soeomponied by thres horsemen, William
Mulaley, J. 8. Brink and an Army Lieutensnt from Fort Sill?
They had speat the night of July 4th at a reoch house near
Hingfisher, and ptarted out very carly the Dext moraig. TWhen they
reached Rted Fork, now known ax Dover, (hey found un excited gronp
barricaded in Charlie Huwells store betoyse of an attack and
bombardient suppostdly by tin Judiana which Lad eccuzred enrly
thmt morning.

pl:u wiiere B |-r¢- Portber
widerable length of time. Malalay
2nd others noted that they had bee tied by white men. An Indien
would have tied the hurses closa Lo Use trers so they would hava hed
very little robm tg move aboul and the atemping of their hooves would
have wade & small trampled place where each o atood, Tnstead thees

rscs had been given u loug, looke rupe as wa plainly evident from
Wheir tracks

Another imporiant and starding bit of evidence was the priots
of high lceled boots ull aboul. Indiuns ull wore meccesine in these
duys, dian ever wore hoota! Hut hoots were worn by white men
wha wore muel in the saddle.

From all these signs the men decided that the attacke po the
store had heen by while aullaws, who liad disguised themeelves an
Indiany, It woss knowu face that there were roving bands of eut-
Iaws i, the territory who were doing much mischief that wap being

chargad to the ]IIrlum * Sa the investigators were satisfied in their
ds that the attack on the store Lad becn by white ootlawe.

T'Th pany conslsted af Awont Johe D. Milot, J. A Covioplan, Sarsh [Dasllie:

own,

ton) Covinguon, his wlfe, Katy Covingion, dnegner, o babe in arms, Mer-
dhal Willaw E. Malalty, & Lrwtsusnt, tmo or thies mdiers, and  few”atber per-
rang

P I
¥in e me choes w_,' the Chisholm Frail, . 0 Mia. Ebler quoles s
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Tava porn um«]!y -ppulul Horl | do nal hositme o lirm cor
o vt reakies” noald bave o aveiied, ol e 3 il 3
&1 g 1otk s oo . wap AL ke oyt omp hay e 4B
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dnnpire Biockburn ERber i the Henneusy Mnorial Garden .3

Then the Government party, with fts mounted escort prosseded on
jts way north, BIr. Malaley wag riding in front oF the spring wagan.

Between one and two o'vlock in the aflernoon they same npon
signs of Irouble along the trail. Suger, coffes, empty bos
'hmeln were seattersd abont, The horsemen rode rapidiy !urwn-d
soon came upon Ut body of 4 man, He was lying on the east sids
o I)\e Chisholm Trail, covered by smoldering yrain. Ashes of the
wagon were about him, jts iton tires nlone were left, Attached to thega
tires wore chaih iraces. The position of the burning body gave evi
denee that the man, while sUll alive, had been tied 1o the two back
wheels of the wagen with his head to the sonthiwest. and his feet to the
northeast, by the chain traces of kis own wagon, He had then been
covered with eacks of grain end the whole cullil aet on fire.

iz Malalay, in his aifical cpesity aa Deputy Marshal, cars
fully cheeked g for olues, Again he noted fhe bumerous
e of lugh Wert sl bout! Ha wlo mutsd thet the man 5ad mot
bten

De:plu fear of a tefurn of the oullews, or a possible attack
by an Indien war parly it was decided (0 bury the bdy before pro-
teoding on the w ¢ cnly implement the men bad for digging wes
wn sxe, With thip they chopped the praitic grass and logeened the
dirt, then 88t 10 work with thelr Jiands end threw out the Airt, It
wus & Gifficult job, and the Lot July sun mede it cvan mors un-
pleasant, At lnst they had a rude Wole which wes ebout eighteen
hes decp and in 1his alallow grave fhey nid the body, then threw
the loose dirt back over it.

hen the parly reached the ion st Buffslo Springs they told
of the ingident and leatned the idenlily of the vietim—Petrick
Hennessey. It was also learned 1t the ioussacre of tha freightera
was hnown, Mr. Maluley specially uoted the lquicity of oe

wl, The mon's nne was reported to be Brooks, and he bad
been & guest b the inar For somie time. He ¢lained that he had basa
dowa on Turkey Creek hunting, snd soid that he heard shooting se
burried to & spot whera e could see.

This man, Brook, said : *'T saw that, a fight way going on batween
the Tndians end the irngl\le After the [rcighters uud n;p their
ammunilion the Tadians vlosed i on them and killed them.

to the inn and Inter got anatler mn 10 g with e to get vy
We broughe the three tesminters in end buried them

M. Mulaey asked mhy they did nol bring Fencessey too, aud thy
n pansed, stammered and (it the wagen would 1ot

Bold them gl 2o Do, Meinles somiiousd Lip questions the man be-
came Mmore And mora celuctant 1o talk, and Fisally got ewny and loft
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the inn. Othors said that Hermessey's body was b such shape that
fBe men were reluctand 1 toush it, to is Br. Malsley responded:
“Well, we did, We buried iL."

However the goveroment emiployoes all noted the shifting glantes,
evasive replies and restiess manner of the men who ' firak 2o bees
40 quick 1o lurnish imformatios

Mr_ Miulaley continued bis investigation m others who aw
the hodies of the three men who were hrought in for_burial, he
loarned that ngve of them hed been nealped. Since the Tudisos re-
garded a sealp £z & prized posscasion Jz seenied strange that they had
vlau!d up Chese four '.rvplnu of war?

.‘hulwhy 18 did #0 in tha Eace of the evidence is not clearly known.

Hheomrling m B K Weiberd| weting on Toby 4 16 vo Bed Turk, o
~Tease Quifis” -mm that lour men kad been killed end scalped and i
magns bumed on the cnm.\m Trall. Esia

weare Tu r. eell weate: “Th
and scalped 0 e ek W Watkins, i wesre el T
ﬂ..:ig “They sbos_hia boree: they sl i o rum odt wack, romm
oo the Zod jual. 1 wes u.nm i i, ana el lers
il orsing whin # Texiy Dl n and renoreed Tow ren Kiled
1ad seipel, wilh Bt vagons buming, Jsning Chour Tour s o
el The himad of g of ahe s are Pat |ieniessces § G Furr, the emcr
two unknowa. They wete frelghiing 1o Sill. They wore caminned 4t sl
o coma v, w10 oen b WIF Bakens yesigudes fyenimg pore chasid img Whe
Bwsche  Baker hud Jelt bere some dsps g5, Cajd. Leach & Stoge driver mere
e af e,

e, Upon et of o .1..1.1.:"..1 e place s e et
[ ahiak it pomible s part p, ani) bury the men ton uely
bere. L will o up lhe coil when 1 con bui 1 lonk for Ihr umnm o I

all cluaned wp except this. o of toer Bned by B K. W L dosed
SLens ey Rouche nese Ked Fork, 1 T 1 40 1874 1o Enoch Tioag, St
Tod Altarea Kloua Depredstions, Tnion Avonivs, Oilshome Tiurical Socia

—Ed
et dutel Sepiamber 30 1673,

YeAgent o B, M in I
ater Dt illed, W g g Fisher rancle on
manth 34, yeanes that ke Yot Tisacid e on
Red Fan kul some vaburkls huries; woe Chepennes vhat sriacked leoncoy
rwin, o ugez_and eofiee for Agent Haywort, 2
rmi T Catmeens i EL Sk

e Dmtcrs bl he Bhopernies meze Y pecsen
#iam of 1ha plunder, scd af
Pat Honagusiy a0
W4, p. L
At Ml frlier autes o this sgme: report of Seprember 30, 1674 (ibid) s
“Durin It wd wincer 1 beeame swate ol Use pressnce of 4 number of a0

thisves, who had ”IEII Mlil‘lnﬂ(n mlb]uhta In_ the Black  Jock
'oo‘h an oo Turkey of Cimarton [Uver [Ked Fock),
T B il swatois o <uptoe o ebre v s he coe




Annatte Blackburn Ehier and the Hennessey Mameuial Gorden =

Pat Heznessey's shollow greve mas kupt tendod by freighters,
who put n few stones or bita of earth wpen it ay they passed by o
the el Ko, (hat the winda wOWA 50 Dlow a%eY the asnds which
o hody. The Ireighters amd stage-vosell drivers ealled 1he

by blufgs *Hennossay Hluffa,'

When the Bock Taland eailway waa built through the Tetritory
the compiny ghvo their stalion the namc *‘Ilennesssy.’
eurly thiys of e tay there was u cigur Factory hers which mamed
their product the " Pat Henntisey Gigur.

Wien Mre, Ehler goncluded hor story, the writer asked, * Whea
your ghory was published what was the reaction to it

She smiled and saidl that following the prinfing of the story
several of the readurs Lold Ler that she was mistaken, insisting that
1'm ek Ilenneusey hod been killed by Indinns. §o she again vought
eley, le verified every point in ber storyl He s
me fact that at Llle Tted 1- ‘ork ajtack the manner of tying the horses
bad convinced all witnosees that the nttack had been by white men
in Indian garb, The most significant fact however was Lbat none of
the vieting had been soalped.

Are. Ehler suid, **Alr. Mlalaley was most emphatic in bis finel
Elatement. wlmn he slurl “NO INDIAN LVER K_lLLED PAT HEN-
NESSEY.'

Then she took from her files u book of clippiuge. Among them
wore published letsers that had bosh rostived ulter ber story had
appeared in prind. Most siguilieant wus ane from Mr. J. W. House of
Tosge Ciy, Torae, With Slen, Thioe's porminen, thens notes weee
wade from i, Br. Houwse suld in pert: "I recently read in the
Uennessey Clipper the arlicle on ‘Who Kllleﬁ Pat Henonesacy

feding waured has thein fsyuent depredntione on e e of I roris
weuld boones o Juier being on trouble with the Lndisne of it ey
elfons in_that direcilon were: nnauceessful, owing tu the Jar] ol nctanes y larce 1
ow tierts caly_heve been arrestod, and ane
nitempt W the marshal who h-d d:mlndrd hin wurrcnder,”
ainiey) luved 1o 1k af the o do sange, and ho olien statod

that he wanted the writer |Nidiogal to recoed
ooy, These malles were ook cosyideeed
oy mcmled I i 100 lie"—Samy

P 115

oo “The Death ol Pat Heonewer,” (idid,, pp, 932441, 3. Rid
rgn waten drfmtcly that Henbessey and his sompanions wcre K fed W &
bond of young Chasenne worcors from Stane Call's comtingoal. "
Torihes siten i be Tound Tae wubiect of Tiemnivs dedch very .mimlu Jo g
nent, wnd clones. bin chapter on Kmm, itk e watemient (il 'y 34
eardiess of the uncertain flems entei el i important nnl Im
Torcal gt e, act oM nesniorered. o Tenmcoy Ghedwas iled
and burted a1 the vime pod place beretofors dated”Ed
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This called to my mind the barly eighties [ spent in southern Fansas,
when that question would have boen zoswered by ‘The Horso
Thieves” who bad given so iuch troubls 1o carly gettle
them to organize vigtlance cobmiittees.”

The lctter wem on to say: 1 tallm! to Jack Hastie, & very
p:nmmmi and relisble Imsines wan in Wellington, Eansas, j

ter Pt ummmey e fenth qnd be azid they eaught, in ouikern
Torass a thonpor oF o who hiad in their poszession the mules
harness. reported to onged to Pat Heanensy, the froighter,
A% Che tine of his Turder, The shen were brought to Wellington and
lodged in jail. They were taken from jail one night aud hanged
o ohic tre€ ou the Horth bunk of Slate Creck. sbout a mile north of
Wellgton,”

amd cansed

The letter closed by unying: 1 never heard gnyona in obthern
Kunses even intimnte (int the Indians killed Pat Hennessey, and I
talked to many who knew the cireumstenges. 1 think yom are
right i-_._ your eontention tbat the Indiens did nov kill Pat Hea-
nes

rn ber gencroua giving of Ui hesutital Pat. Menvessey Momorial
Garden to the aily she cevtuiily fulfilled ber desire to Leep the
facts of history straight!?

Her ihuerest in the Oklahoma Memorisl Associstion wes alsn
gewoustrated by her gift of o laepe fogney to that desciution.
In apares of fror interen b i organiaa Ehlnr's

nam b I oMot onrua spath s of tha wa
e Bk Tasotent Building which reads us Follown:

MRA. ANNETTE BLAUKBURN EHLER
1864 1847

THIS TRIGUTE IS PLACED IN THE OELA.-
]lOM A llIQTORJCAIJ !'!lT['l‘D]NG 10 THE L

N BRHVIUT MRE. NETTE BbACE-
'BURN EILER, D\’ THE OKI,J!HOMA MEMQ-
RIAL ASSOCIATION TO WHICH SHE GAVE
A RICH LEQACGY AND GREAT DEVOTION,
A PHILANTHROPIST, A DIST]NG"UISIIED
CITIZEN, AND A NOBLE WOM. NOR-
1NG HER WL HONQR THE STATB OF OELA-

OKLAIIOM A MEMORIAL ASSOUTATION,

13Tk question “Wha Lilled Pai Hennemry? il receives bemed replies in

& Chiskele Trail ragion rorth of the Cimarran (lormarly tha Hed Fork) n West:

o Okl Hlany pesple will nor svsn eounienaoen discbiod of e 1obadilay
\kat Henoemoy wes killed by white suiswes—Ed.







