CRAWFORD SEMINARY POST OFFICE
By George H. Shirk®

Recent research has revealed the possibility that a new name may be added
to the list of Indian Territory post offices that once were in operation in the
area now comprising Oklahoma. Several months ago David L. Jarrett of
New York, a philatelist much interested in covers and postmarks of the
various territories, mentioned to me that he had a cover postmarked “Craw-
ford Seminary, Quapaw Nation” that he thought to be from Indian Terri-
tory yet the post office was not included on any published list! Commenting
that cven though Post Office Department records showed the office to be
in Missouri, he believed in fact, it was located west of Missouri in Indian
Territory.

Crawford Seminary was a well known Methodist education institution
among the Quapaws.? It was established in 1843 and named for T. Hartley
Crawford, Superintendent of Indian Affairs. The school opened on March
27 of that year with ninc students and was operated on the “manual-labor
plan.” Its first location was in present Ottawa County on the cast bank of
Spring River approximatcly two miles south of the Kansas line and five
miles west of Missouri, The exact location of the original sie has been given
as in the Southwest Quarter of Section 22 T2gN-R24E.*

To afford a “better situation” in April, 1848, the school moved five miles
upstream from the first location, and for 1848 the school's average attend-
ance was twenty-four pupils, with only six of them girls. The new site was

“perhaps” in present Cherokee County, Kansas.# However, no one had ever
noted that it was also the location of a post office.

After receipt of the Jarret inquiry, I checked an 1854 Gazetteer of the
United Staes which listed all post offices as of May 31, 1851, and found an
office named Crawford Seminary located in “Quapaw County,” Missouri.
The same listing appeared in 1856 Post Office Directory.® Interest quickly
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heightened when it was recognized that there was no county named Qua-
paw in all of Missouri. Where then was the post office of Crawford Semi-
nary located? If the location of the Crawford Seminary post office was
actually one and the same as the edu al institution of the same name,
and if the location of the school at the time the post office was established
were south of the Kansas line, we must add another name to our list of
Indian Territory offces.

Uncertainty heightened when I noted that Bob Baughman, the authority
on Kansas post office, placed the location of the office near and cast of pres-
ent Baxter Springs, Kansas”

‘While in Washington, D.C. in January, 1976, time permitted for me to
scarch the records of the Post Office Department now in the National Ar-
chives. Although there are detailed records in this post office, whether its
Jocation was north or south of the present Oklahoma-Kansas boundary is
notanswered.

‘The inal orders of the Postmaster General were consulted and it was
found that on August 22, 1848, a post office of that name was established
with Samuel G. Patterson as postmaster. Reverend Patterson was the found-
er and superintendent of the Seminary, which circumstance confirms that
the post office and the school were at the same place. The location in the
order was given as “Quapaw Country.” There is indeed a differcnce be-
tween “county” and “country.” With that circumstance as the clue, the
detailed records then maintained of the post office route contractors help
confirm the location.

The postmaster appointment records reflect that the post office of Craw-
ford Seminary had a number of different postmasters:

Postmaster Date of Appoiniment
Samuel G. Patterson August 22, 1848
William A. Morrow July 6, 1852
Jay L. French October 29, 1853
Andrew I. Dorn August 35, 1857
Miss Henrictta A. Mandell October 13, 1857
James Killebrew July 4, 1861
Herbert F. Sheldon August 7, 1862

The institution closed in mid-February, 1853, as Reverend Patterson “left
the Indian county without making any arrangements for a successor.”
This date eloscly coincides with the appointment of a new postmaster to
succeed Paterson.

Although it would be clear that the office was not in operation from the

7 Robert W. Baughman, Kansas Post Offices (Topeka. np., 1961). pp- 31, 156.
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departure of Reverend Patterson unil the date of the appointment of Mor-
this would be the only example of an order of

tow, postal department records give no clear indication that the office did
not maintain continual operation until the order of the Postmaster General

discontinuing the office on December 29, 1863. The fact that the office was

discontinued in 1863 is an interesting circumstance, for if the office were

in Indian Territory,
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master General discontinuing an Indian Territory post offce during the war
vars, as 10 such orders were entered from 1861 until the blanket orders of
i’unc "and July, 1866 discontinuing a number of antcbellum offices.® On the
other hand, i the office were in Kansas, the arca remained under northern
control, thus permitting a Federal post offce to continue in operation
throughout the period until December, 1863
The contractor route records for the four year contract period 1846-1850
contain the entry “Crawford Seminary, Quapaw Country.” The office was
supplicd by route “12 miles and back once a week” from Grand Fals,
Missouri. Formal contract for the route was signed on January 23, 1849 with
Christian Hurst at an annual remuneration of “net proceeds limited to $40
per year.” On April 20, 1849 an entry was made on the route record that
“P. M. Crawford Seminary reports that scrvice began December 18, 1848.”
Thus, although the office was established by the Postmaster General the
preceding August, it was not until December that actual service was in-
stituted.

lar record book for the contract period 1850-1854 shows Craw-
ford Seminary to be located on Route 4975. Service, as before, was from
Grand Falls on a route again entered as “12 miles and back once a week.”
On September 3, 1850 contract was signed with Chrispen Hurst at “net pro-
ceeds limited to $48 per year from July 1, 1850." Whether Chrispen and
Christian were in fact one and the same must remain an uncertainty, but in
all events the inflation of the times is reflected in the increase from $4000
10 $4f.00 annually for the same service.

Following the expiration in 1854 of the contract period the Crawford
Seminary post office was served by Contract Route Number 8973, An
agreement was cntered into April 29, 1854 with Madison Ritchie with his
remuneration shown as “$150 xxx.” The entry is uncertain unless the symbols
are intended to mean per annum. Route 8973 connected Neosho with Craw-
ford Seminary with intermediate stops at Cedar Creck and Grand Falls.
The mileage was shown as cight miles to Cedar Creck from Neosho, nine
additional miles to Grand Falls and ten miles from Grand Falls to Craw-
ford Seminary. Service left Neosho each Thursday at g:00 a.m. and arrived
at Crawford Seminary at 6:00 p.m. on the same day; and departed Crawford
Seminary the next morning at 900 a.m. and returned to Neosho at 6:00
pm.on Friday.

Cedar Creek, then located in Newton County, is no longer a town al-
though a Cedar Creek cemetery and a Cedar Creek school survive. It was
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located in Section 21~T26N-R32W; and to that location on a modern map,
the mileage from Neosho is correct. Grand Falls, also in Newton County
and which likewise has disappeared as a town, was in Section 28-T27N-
R33W, on the road between Joplin and Racine, and four miles east and two
mdunaﬂhohbemnhuneofmofokhhnm‘“Uunga modern map the
distance of nine miles from Cedar Creek to Grand Falls as shown on Route
8973 is valid. Even more important however, and a fact that tends to con.
firm the actual location of the post office to be the same as the school is that
the east bank of Spring River and measuring from cither the original or
the second site of the Seminary is in fact ten miles west of Grand Falls.

‘When post office routes in Kansas were advertised for bid it was deter-
mined to establish a route serving Crawford Seminary from the north. Route
15241 was established from Fort Scott, Kansas, sixty miles in length to Craw-
ford Scminary, which location in the advertisement was shown as “Quapaw
Nation, Mo.” Bidders were required to “state the distance and propose a
schedule.” The successful bidder was Alfred Hornbeck and contract with
him was signed October 10, 1855, at an annual remuncration of $648. The
approved schedule provided for departure from Fort Scott on each Saturday
t6:00a.m. arriving at Crawford Seminary on Sunday by 2:00 p.m.; departure
the same day at 3:00 p.m.; and returning to Fort Scott Tuesday by 10:00 a.m.
There is no indication in the records of Route 15241 how long it continued
in operation.

When the Missouri contracts were again up for bidding the route from
Neosho to Crawford Seminary was designated as Number 10613. Contract
was signed on April 24, 1858 with John H. Price for an annual remuncration
of $146. The route again was by way of Cedar Creck and Grand Falls, and
the mileage shown between each office is the same as carlier Routc 8973.
The only other entry in conncction with Route 10613 is under date of April
21, 1859, showing the contract was “transferred to Stephen D. Sutton of
Neosho, Mo. from 1st April 1859." Across the top of the page for this route
is the entry “discontinued by order of December 21, 1861.”

Unless there was continued service from Fort Scott, on which the records
are silent, it appears that formal contract service 10 and from the Crawford
Seminary post office did not continue beyond December, 1861, Whether
or not during the two year period subscquent thereto until the date of the
formal order of the Postmaster General the office in fact continued, with
the postmaster securing local contract scrvice is uncertain, but as Sheldon
was appointed postmaster in August, 1862, the presumption would be that
the office was then in operation.

19 James L. Wikon to George H. Shirk, February 13, 1976, author’s personal collection.
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Letter mailed from Crawford Seminary, Quapaw Nation in present-day Okla-
homa (From the collection of David L. Jarrett)

In the carly 18505 the Postmaster General retired the then existing master
Record of Postmaster Appointments, and opened a new and fresh register
for the State of Missouri. All of the then existing offices were entered alpha-
betically by county in the new volume. It was of great interest to me to note
in its proper alphabetical place appeared a page with the heading “Quapaw
Country,” although all of the other pages were headed by a county name.
Crawford Seminary was the only post office under the heading. Inexplicably,
someone subsequently with a heavy pen marked through the “r” of the wor
with several strokes, making it appear as though the word were intended
tobe “county.”

Unfortunately, the uncertainty remains. The distance of sixty miles from
Fort Scott i too far, considering the meanders of the road, to pin-point the
location of Crawford Seminary; and even more exasperating, both sites, one
in Indian Territory and the other in Kansas, are on an arc the same dis-
tance from Grand Falls. It is my own conclusion however, that the post
office was more probably north of the Indian Territory boundary.
 Nowithstanding the valiant effort on the part of some unknown clerk
in Washington to create another county in Missouri and thus move a post
Office established to serve the Quapaw Nation across the line into Missouri,
now 125 years later the uncertainty created by his complete ignorance of
8eography remains. We yet are unable to know with certainty that the
Crawford Seminary post office, existing from 1848 until 1863, was located
in what is now Oklahoma.
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