SEROEPIDEMIOLOGICAL SCREENING OF
LEISHMANIA INFECTION IN DOGS AND CATS:
THE ROLE OF THE VETERINARIAN IN A HIGHLY ENDEMIC AREA IN SICILY
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BACKGROUND

Leishmaniosis is a zoonotic disease caused by Leishmania spp. with a wide spectru
ocular lesions, weight loss, signs of renal failure [1,2]. Many subclinical cases of leishmaniz hout i .
important role in the maintenance of Leishmania infection in ewc areas. Veterinary sillance of dogs/ ould help
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Positive  Suspected Negative @ Positive Suspected Negative
2 1:160 1:40-1:80 < 1:40 2 1:160 1:80 < 1:40
Sick 44 0 0 1 0 0
ite Apparently 5 40 179 1 2 5
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Figure 1. Geographical distribution of L.infantum seroprevalence
in dogs/cats from western Sicily . | :
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