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Abstract

District heating networks are commonly addressed in the literature as one of the most effective solutions for decreasing the 
greenhouse gas emissions from the building sector. These systems require high investments which are returned through the heat
sales. Due to the changed climate conditions and building renovation policies, heat demand in the future could decrease, 
prolonging the investment return period. 
The main scope of this paper is to assess the feasibility of using the heat demand – outdoor temperature function for heat demand 
forecast. The district of Alvalade, located in Lisbon (Portugal), was used as a case study. The district is consisted of 665 
buildings that vary in both construction period and typology. Three weather scenarios (low, medium, high) and three district 
renovation scenarios were developed (shallow, intermediate, deep). To estimate the error, obtained heat demand values were 
compared with results from a dynamic heat demand model, previously developed and validated by the authors.
The results showed that when only weather change is considered, the margin of error could be acceptable for some applications
(the error in annual demand was lower than 20% for all weather scenarios considered). However, after introducing renovation 
scenarios, the error value increased up to 59.5% (depending on the weather and renovation scenarios combination considered). 
The value of slope coefficient increased on average within the range of 3.8% up to 8% per decade, that corresponds to the 
decrease in the number of heating hours of 22-139h during the heating season (depending on the combination of weather and 
renovation scenarios considered). On the other hand, function intercept increased for 7.8-12.7% per decade (depending on the 
coupled scenarios). The values suggested could be used to modify the function parameters for the scenarios considered, and 
improve the accuracy of heat demand estimations.
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Abstract 

This paper describes a novel Energy Management Strategy (EMS) for hybrid energy storage systems, when used to 
supply urban electric vehicles. A preliminary off-line procedure, based on nonlinear programming, is performed in 
order to optimize the battery current profile for fixed working cycles. Hence, a suitable control strategy, which is 
based on a constrained minimization problem, is tailored for real-time applications. This control strategy exploits the 
off-line solution of a proper isoperimetric problem and aims to dynamically optimize the battery durability by reducing 
peak charging/discharging current values. The main advantage of the analysed EMS consists in the easy on-board 
implementation through the use of one single parameter, which can be quickly identified through a simple off-line 
numerical procedure. The proposed strategy is evaluated in simulation environment, through the use of a Matlab-
Simulink model, for the case study of an urban electric vehicle running on a ECE 15 driving cycles. Simulation results 
have confirmed the good performance of the above strategy in reducing the battery peak charging/discharging current 
through the proper management of the hybrid energy storage system. 
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1. Introduction 

Nowadays, increasing environmental concerns and the expected depletion of oil resources are drawing the interest 
of researchers and manufacturers of the automotive sector towards new technical challenges, supporting clean and 
sustainable transportation systems [1]. In this regard, the use of electric propulsion systems appears to be a promising 
solution for near-term future, especially for the urban mobility context. In fact, vehicles equipped with these kinds of 
propulsion systems can benefit of various advantages, such as the possibility to operate in urban areas without tailpipe 
emissions and high values of well-to-wheel conversion efficiency [2]. In addition, recent development in battery 
technologies allows reaching high values of energy density, with consequent positive effects on the expected vehicle 
autonomy. Unfortunately, the mission of road electric vehicles is generally characterized by variable load demand and 
high power peaks, which are due to frequent acceleration and braking phases. These power peaks, as widely 
recognized in the scientific literature [3] [4], involve adverse effects for the on board battery packs, in terms of 
charging/discharging efficiency and durability. 

A feasible solution for the above issues is represented by the use of hybrid energy storage systems (HESSs), which 
are based on a combination of batteries with high power density storage devices, such as supercapacitors. In this case, 
it is clear that the vehicle steady state operations can be performed by using the energy coming from the battery pack, 
whereas the peak charging/discharging power demands can be managed through the proper use of supercapacitors. 
With this aim, various papers reported in the scientific literatures have focused the attention on hybrid energy storage 
systems, mainly in terms of component sizing and optimal energy management strategies on the basis of the expected 
vehicle mission [5][6]. In this context, for the specific case study of an urban vehicle, this paper firstly introduces an 
optimal off-line energy management strategy (EMS), which is aimed to minimize the battery current variance through 
nonlinear programming. Then an on-line strategy, based on the calculus of variations theory, is proposed and 
compared with the off-line EMS through the use of simulation environment. This comparison is performed in terms 
of effectiveness in reducing the effect of high charging/discharging current peaks on battery durability.  

2. Case Study and Optimization Problem 

An electric version of the Renault Master is considered in this paper as case study of electric vehicle supplied by a 
hybrid energy storage system. The same version of this vehicle, supplied only by the battery pack, has been already 
considered by the authors in a previous paper, which reports the main vehicle characteristics and operative conditions 
[7]. The architecture chosen for this kind of vehicle is based on the well known SC/battery configuration, which is 
described and proposed in [8]. This configuration allows the management of power fluxes between the battery pack 
and supercapacitors by means of the proper control of a bidirectional DC/DC converter. The block scheme and electric 
parameters of the considered power-train, supplied by the hybrid energy storage system, is reported in Fig. 1. 

 
Fig. 1. Block scheme and electric parameters of the propulsion system under study. 

The above described hybrid energy storage systems is based on 2 x 38 Ah - 550 V ZEBRA batteries, which are 
connected in electrical parallel, and a 63 F – 125 V module of supercapacitors. The DC/DC bidirectional power 
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converter, realizing the integration between the two storage systems, can be control through the reference value of 
supercapacitors current reported on the DC-Link side 𝐼𝐼𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷

∗ . 
A preliminary constrained optimization problem is stated for identifying an optimal off-line strategy able to operate 

for fixed driving cycles and also evaluating the goodness of real-time control strategy. In other words, the optimal 
battery current profiles derived by this off-line procedure can be considered as a benchmark to evaluate the 
performance of real-time control strategies [9]. This procedure gives as output the optimal reference values of battery 
current, 𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏

∗(𝑡𝑡) , and the optimal initial value of supercapacitors voltage, 𝑣𝑣𝑆𝑆𝐷𝐷
0 , on the basis of the analyzed driving cycle. 

The proposed formulation is based on the following simplified hypothesis: 
 The battery, as generally suggested in the scientific literature and reported in [10], is modelled by using a 

simplified internal resistance model. For this reason, the battery voltage, 𝑣𝑣𝑏𝑏, can be expressed as 𝑣𝑣𝑏𝑏 = 𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂 − 𝑅𝑅𝑏𝑏𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏; 
 The DC-DC converter is supposed to be ideal (i.e. 𝑣𝑣𝑏𝑏𝑖𝑖𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷   = 𝑣𝑣𝑆𝑆𝐷𝐷𝑖𝑖𝑆𝑆𝐷𝐷) 
 The supercapacitors charging/discharging efficiency is not taken into account. 
This off-line control strategy is based on the minimization of an objective function which is defined by the 

following equation (1): 

 Ψ = ∫ (𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏 − 𝐸𝐸[𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏])2𝑑𝑑𝑡𝑡𝑇𝑇
0  (1) 

The above equation represents the battery current variance, where E[ib] is the expected value of 𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏. 
The first constraint can be defined by taking into account that the contribution of super-capacitors, in terms of 

energy, can be neglected in comparison with the amount of energy stored in the battery pack. For this reason, 
supercapacitors are only used for supplying peak power demand and during regenerative operations. As a 
consequence, for a considered driving cycle, the integral of the supercapacitors instantaneous power should be equal 
to zero, as reported in the equation (2): 

 ∫ (𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂 − 𝑅𝑅𝑏𝑏𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏)(𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏 − 𝑖𝑖𝑡𝑡)𝑑𝑑𝑡𝑡 = 0𝑇𝑇
0  (2) 

The above isoperimetric constraint also allows the reduction of the effect of supercapacitors initial State of Charge 
on the performance evaluation of a specific control strategy. Two additional technical constraints are required, in order 
to avoid undesired operative conditions for the supercapacitors. These constraints are also referred to as inequality 
constraints and are expressed in the following relations (3). 

 {𝑣𝑣𝑆𝑆𝐷𝐷,𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚 ≤ 𝑣𝑣𝑆𝑆𝐷𝐷 ≤ 𝑣𝑣𝑆𝑆𝐷𝐷,𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚
𝑖𝑖𝑆𝑆𝐷𝐷,𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚 ≤ 𝑖𝑖𝑆𝑆𝐷𝐷 ≤ 𝑖𝑖𝑆𝑆𝐷𝐷,𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚

 (3) 

The last constraint is represented by a dynamic inner constraint, which takes into account the electrical behaviour 
of supercapacitors and the voltage ration of the considered DC/DC converter. This constraint is expressed through the 
equation (4). 

 𝑑𝑑𝑣𝑣𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆
𝑑𝑑𝑡𝑡 =  𝑣𝑣𝑏𝑏

𝐷𝐷𝑣𝑣𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆
(𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏 − 𝑖𝑖𝑡𝑡) (4) 

The inequality constraint of equation (3) related to iSC can be reported in terms of ib and vsc: 

 𝑖𝑖𝑆𝑆𝐷𝐷,𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚 ≤ 𝑣𝑣𝑏𝑏(𝑚𝑚𝑏𝑏−𝑚𝑚𝑡𝑡)
𝑣𝑣𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆

≤ 𝑖𝑖𝑆𝑆𝐷𝐷,𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚  (5) 

On the bass of the considered simplified hypothesis and equation (2), the expected values of the supercapacitors 
current reported on the DC Link, E[iDC], can be considered equals to zero. As a consequence, the expected value of 
battery current E[ib] is equal to the expected value of the traction current, E[it], which only depends on the 
requirements of the considered driving cycle, for the vehicle under study. For this reason the minimization of  is 
equivalent to the minimization of, Φ , as reported in the equation (6): 

  Φ = ∫ 𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏
2𝑑𝑑𝑡𝑡 = 0𝑇𝑇

0  (6) 

The proposed minimization of the objective function,  Φ , with its constraints can be handled with nonlinear 
programming (NLP) [11], as some of the analysed constraints are non-linear. The solution of the above optimization 
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procedure, which can be performed in Matlab environment, gives as output the optimal reference values of battery 
current, 𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏∗ , and the optimal initial supercapacitors voltage 𝑣𝑣𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆0 . As mentioned at the beginning of this section, this 
reference values can be used for off-line optimization of battery current profile on fixed working cycles.  

A second optimization procedure for the minimization of the equation (6) can be based on the -control strategy, 
which is proposed in [12]. In this case, the off-line optimization of one single parameter allows the implementation of 
a real-time control strategy, which optimizes the battery current profile. For this procedure, only the isoperimetric 
constraint, reported in equation (2), is considered, without taking into account inner and inequality constraints. 
According to the theory of calculus of variations [11] the optimal reference values of battery current, 𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏∗(𝑡𝑡), can be 
evaluated by solving the system of equations reported in (7), which is function of  and 𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏. 

 {
𝜕𝜕
𝜕𝜕𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏

[𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏2 + 𝜆𝜆(𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂 − 𝑅𝑅𝑏𝑏𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏)(𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏 − 𝑖𝑖𝑡𝑡)] = 0

∫ (𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂 − 𝑅𝑅𝑏𝑏𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏)(𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏 − 𝑖𝑖𝑡𝑡)𝑑𝑑𝑡𝑡 = 0𝑇𝑇
0

 (7) 

From the first equation of (7) the battery current 𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏 can be written as a function of  as it follows: 

𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏 =
𝜆𝜆(𝑂𝑂𝑆𝑆𝑂𝑂+𝑅𝑅𝑏𝑏𝑖𝑖𝑡𝑡)
2(𝜆𝜆𝑅𝑅𝑏𝑏−1)

(8) 

Hence, thorough the substitution of (8) in the second equation of (7) it is possible to obtain: 

𝐺𝐺(𝜆𝜆) = ∫ (𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂 − 𝑅𝑅𝑏𝑏
𝜆𝜆(𝑂𝑂𝑆𝑆𝑂𝑂+𝑅𝑅𝑏𝑏𝑖𝑖𝑡𝑡)
2(𝜆𝜆𝑅𝑅𝑏𝑏−1)

) (𝜆𝜆(𝑂𝑂𝑆𝑆𝑂𝑂+𝑅𝑅𝑏𝑏𝑖𝑖𝑡𝑡)2(𝜆𝜆𝑅𝑅𝑏𝑏−1)
− 𝑖𝑖𝑡𝑡) 𝑑𝑑𝑡𝑡

𝑇𝑇
0 = 0 (9) 

This last relation allows the determination of the constant parameter * which provides the optimal battery current 
reference, 𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏∗ . Obviously, the proposed optimization requires in advance the knowledge of future values of it, required 
for * evaluation, and the whole system would be clearly non-causal. With the aim of solving this problem and for 
properly taking into account the inequality constraints, the * value is updated according to the block scheme reported 
in Fig. 2. 

 
Fig. 2. Block Scheme of the  on-line control strategy. 

The 𝑣𝑣𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆  controller allows to satisfy the lower and upper limits of supercapacitors voltage values. The reference 
value 𝑖𝑖𝐷𝐷𝑆𝑆∗  for the power converter control can be obtained through the difference between the battery reference current 
value 𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏∗  and the traction current 𝑖𝑖𝑡𝑡. 

3. Simulation results and Discussion 

Preliminary information on the performance of the above proposed off-line and on-line EMS can be obtained 
through a numerical vehicle model. This model has been built in Matlab-Simulink environment and is realized by 
extending the model described in [7] with supercapacitors and DC/DC converter simulation blocks. In particular, 
supercapacitors are simulated through the classical equivalent circuit described in [13], where only the capacitance 
and equivalent series resistance are considered. The DC/DC converter is simulated as an ideal device, where 𝑣𝑣𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑖𝑖𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆 =
𝑣𝑣𝐷𝐷𝑆𝑆𝑖𝑖𝐷𝐷𝑆𝑆, and can be controlled through the reference value of the supercapacitors current reported on the DC-Link 
side, 𝑖𝑖𝐷𝐷𝑆𝑆∗  [14]. A maximum charging/discharging current of 100 A has been considered for the supercapacitors, in 
order to take into account the electric power limitation of the DC/DC converter. 
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converter, realizing the integration between the two storage systems, can be control through the reference value of 
supercapacitors current reported on the DC-Link side 𝐼𝐼𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷
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A preliminary constrained optimization problem is stated for identifying an optimal off-line strategy able to operate 

for fixed driving cycles and also evaluating the goodness of real-time control strategy. In other words, the optimal 
battery current profiles derived by this off-line procedure can be considered as a benchmark to evaluate the 
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current, 𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏
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The proposed formulation is based on the following simplified hypothesis: 
 The battery, as generally suggested in the scientific literature and reported in [10], is modelled by using a 

simplified internal resistance model. For this reason, the battery voltage, 𝑣𝑣𝑏𝑏, can be expressed as 𝑣𝑣𝑏𝑏 = 𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂 − 𝑅𝑅𝑏𝑏𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏; 
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following equation (1): 
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The above equation represents the battery current variance, where E[ib] is the expected value of 𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏. 
The first constraint can be defined by taking into account that the contribution of super-capacitors, in terms of 

energy, can be neglected in comparison with the amount of energy stored in the battery pack. For this reason, 
supercapacitors are only used for supplying peak power demand and during regenerative operations. As a 
consequence, for a considered driving cycle, the integral of the supercapacitors instantaneous power should be equal 
to zero, as reported in the equation (2): 

 ∫ (𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂 − 𝑅𝑅𝑏𝑏𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏)(𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏 − 𝑖𝑖𝑡𝑡)𝑑𝑑𝑡𝑡 = 0𝑇𝑇
0  (2) 

The above isoperimetric constraint also allows the reduction of the effect of supercapacitors initial State of Charge 
on the performance evaluation of a specific control strategy. Two additional technical constraints are required, in order 
to avoid undesired operative conditions for the supercapacitors. These constraints are also referred to as inequality 
constraints and are expressed in the following relations (3). 

 {𝑣𝑣𝑆𝑆𝐷𝐷,𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚 ≤ 𝑣𝑣𝑆𝑆𝐷𝐷 ≤ 𝑣𝑣𝑆𝑆𝐷𝐷,𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚
𝑖𝑖𝑆𝑆𝐷𝐷,𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚 ≤ 𝑖𝑖𝑆𝑆𝐷𝐷 ≤ 𝑖𝑖𝑆𝑆𝐷𝐷,𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚

 (3) 

The last constraint is represented by a dynamic inner constraint, which takes into account the electrical behaviour 
of supercapacitors and the voltage ration of the considered DC/DC converter. This constraint is expressed through the 
equation (4). 

 𝑑𝑑𝑣𝑣𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆
𝑑𝑑𝑡𝑡 =  𝑣𝑣𝑏𝑏

𝐷𝐷𝑣𝑣𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆
(𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏 − 𝑖𝑖𝑡𝑡) (4) 

The inequality constraint of equation (3) related to iSC can be reported in terms of ib and vsc: 

 𝑖𝑖𝑆𝑆𝐷𝐷,𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚 ≤ 𝑣𝑣𝑏𝑏(𝑚𝑚𝑏𝑏−𝑚𝑚𝑡𝑡)
𝑣𝑣𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆

≤ 𝑖𝑖𝑆𝑆𝐷𝐷,𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚  (5) 

On the bass of the considered simplified hypothesis and equation (2), the expected values of the supercapacitors 
current reported on the DC Link, E[iDC], can be considered equals to zero. As a consequence, the expected value of 
battery current E[ib] is equal to the expected value of the traction current, E[it], which only depends on the 
requirements of the considered driving cycle, for the vehicle under study. For this reason the minimization of  is 
equivalent to the minimization of, Φ , as reported in the equation (6): 

  Φ = ∫ 𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏
2𝑑𝑑𝑡𝑡 = 0𝑇𝑇

0  (6) 

The proposed minimization of the objective function,  Φ , with its constraints can be handled with nonlinear 
programming (NLP) [11], as some of the analysed constraints are non-linear. The solution of the above optimization 
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procedure, which can be performed in Matlab environment, gives as output the optimal reference values of battery 
current, 𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏∗ , and the optimal initial supercapacitors voltage 𝑣𝑣𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆0 . As mentioned at the beginning of this section, this 
reference values can be used for off-line optimization of battery current profile on fixed working cycles.  

A second optimization procedure for the minimization of the equation (6) can be based on the -control strategy, 
which is proposed in [12]. In this case, the off-line optimization of one single parameter allows the implementation of 
a real-time control strategy, which optimizes the battery current profile. For this procedure, only the isoperimetric 
constraint, reported in equation (2), is considered, without taking into account inner and inequality constraints. 
According to the theory of calculus of variations [11] the optimal reference values of battery current, 𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏∗(𝑡𝑡), can be 
evaluated by solving the system of equations reported in (7), which is function of  and 𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏. 

 {
𝜕𝜕
𝜕𝜕𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏

[𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏2 + 𝜆𝜆(𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂 − 𝑅𝑅𝑏𝑏𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏)(𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏 − 𝑖𝑖𝑡𝑡)] = 0

∫ (𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂 − 𝑅𝑅𝑏𝑏𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏)(𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏 − 𝑖𝑖𝑡𝑡)𝑑𝑑𝑡𝑡 = 0𝑇𝑇
0

 (7) 

From the first equation of (7) the battery current 𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏 can be written as a function of  as it follows: 

𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏 =
𝜆𝜆(𝑂𝑂𝑆𝑆𝑂𝑂+𝑅𝑅𝑏𝑏𝑖𝑖𝑡𝑡)
2(𝜆𝜆𝑅𝑅𝑏𝑏−1)

(8) 

Hence, thorough the substitution of (8) in the second equation of (7) it is possible to obtain: 

𝐺𝐺(𝜆𝜆) = ∫ (𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂 − 𝑅𝑅𝑏𝑏
𝜆𝜆(𝑂𝑂𝑆𝑆𝑂𝑂+𝑅𝑅𝑏𝑏𝑖𝑖𝑡𝑡)
2(𝜆𝜆𝑅𝑅𝑏𝑏−1)

) (𝜆𝜆(𝑂𝑂𝑆𝑆𝑂𝑂+𝑅𝑅𝑏𝑏𝑖𝑖𝑡𝑡)2(𝜆𝜆𝑅𝑅𝑏𝑏−1)
− 𝑖𝑖𝑡𝑡) 𝑑𝑑𝑡𝑡

𝑇𝑇
0 = 0 (9) 

This last relation allows the determination of the constant parameter * which provides the optimal battery current 
reference, 𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏∗ . Obviously, the proposed optimization requires in advance the knowledge of future values of it, required 
for * evaluation, and the whole system would be clearly non-causal. With the aim of solving this problem and for 
properly taking into account the inequality constraints, the * value is updated according to the block scheme reported 
in Fig. 2. 

 
Fig. 2. Block Scheme of the  on-line control strategy. 

The 𝑣𝑣𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆  controller allows to satisfy the lower and upper limits of supercapacitors voltage values. The reference 
value 𝑖𝑖𝐷𝐷𝑆𝑆∗  for the power converter control can be obtained through the difference between the battery reference current 
value 𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏∗  and the traction current 𝑖𝑖𝑡𝑡. 

3. Simulation results and Discussion 

Preliminary information on the performance of the above proposed off-line and on-line EMS can be obtained 
through a numerical vehicle model. This model has been built in Matlab-Simulink environment and is realized by 
extending the model described in [7] with supercapacitors and DC/DC converter simulation blocks. In particular, 
supercapacitors are simulated through the classical equivalent circuit described in [13], where only the capacitance 
and equivalent series resistance are considered. The DC/DC converter is simulated as an ideal device, where 𝑣𝑣𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑖𝑖𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆 =
𝑣𝑣𝐷𝐷𝑆𝑆𝑖𝑖𝐷𝐷𝑆𝑆, and can be controlled through the reference value of the supercapacitors current reported on the DC-Link 
side, 𝑖𝑖𝐷𝐷𝑆𝑆∗  [14]. A maximum charging/discharging current of 100 A has been considered for the supercapacitors, in 
order to take into account the electric power limitation of the DC/DC converter. 
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The first evaluations are carried out for the vehicle under sturdy running on an ECE 15 driving cycle, with the off-
line EMS. The main results of this simulation are reported in Fig. 3. 

Fig. 3. Simulation Results for the vehicle running on ECE 15 driving cycle with off-line EMS: traction, battery, DC-link Current (A) 
supercapacitors voltage and current (B) versus time. 

As shown from the simulation results, a maximum traction current 𝐼𝐼𝑡𝑡 of about 60 A is required during the last phase 
of the driving cycle (A). In this case, the off-line EMS limits the battery current to a maximum value of 38 A through 
the use of supercapacitors, which are discharged with the maximum allowed current of 100 A and reach the minimum 
voltage value of 85 V (B). In addition, during the deceleration phases, the regenerative current values are almost 
completely used to charge the supercapacitors, avoiding peak charging current for the battery pack. It is clear that with 
this EMS, the use of supercapacitors allows a reduction of the maximum battery discharging current up to 33%. 

Further evaluations have been carried out in simulation environment in order to analyze the performance of the on-
line EMS for the vehicle under sturdy running on an ECE 15 driving cycle. The main results of this simulation are 
reported in Fig. 4. 

Fig. 4. Simulation Results for the vehicle running on ECE 15 driving cycle with on-line EMS: traction, battery, DC-link Current (A) 
supercapacitors voltage and current (B) versus time 

In this case the on-line EMS limits the battery current to a maximum value of 42 A through the use of 
supercapacitors, which are discharged with the maximum allowed current of 100 A and reach the minimum voltage 
value of 72 V (B). Also for this test, regenerative current values are almost completely used to charge the 
supercapacitors. A reduction of the maximum battery discharging current up to 30 % is obtained with this EMS. 

On the basis of the equation (6), the performance of the above proposed EMSs can be evaluated through the 
equation (10), which defines the efficacy of the analyzed EMS. 

𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸 =
∫ 𝑖𝑖𝑡𝑡

2𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑇𝑇
0 − ∫ 𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏

2𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑇𝑇
0

∫ 𝑖𝑖𝑡𝑡
2𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑇𝑇

𝑡𝑡
 ∙ 100 (10) 
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In particular, efficacy values of 66% and 64.5 % have been respectively evaluated for the off-line and on-line EMS 
on the considered driving cycle. This result confirms the good performance of the on-line EMS, in comparison with 
the benchmark represented by the off-line EMS for the vehicle running on the ECE 15 driving cycle. For this reason, 
the -control strategy represents a promising real-time strategy to be further investigated with future simulations and 
experimental activities. 

4. Conclusions 

In this paper, the performance of a hybrid energy storage system, which integrates a Zebra battery pack and a 
supercapacitor module, have been analyzed. This analysis has been carried out for the specific case study of an urban 
electric vehicle. In particular, two different energy management strategies have been proposed and compared with the 
aim of reducing the battery charging/discharging peak current values. Preliminary simulation results have shown the 
good performance of both off-line and on-line EMS in supplying the considered vehicle on an ECE 15 driving cycle. 
Future works will be related to further simulation analysis and experimental performance evaluations of the above 
EMSs, through the use of a 1:1 scale laboratory test bench. 

Acknowledgements 

The authors gratefully acknowledge Mr. Antonio Rossi and Mr. Salvatore Gabriele, technicians of Istituto Motori, 
for their cooperation in the realization of the drawings of this paper. The authors also acknowledge Mr. Giosuè 
Miccione for his cooperation in the simulation tasks during his master degree thesis at Istituto Motori. 

References 

[1] Goldman T, Gorham R. Sustainable urban transport: Four innovative directions. Technol Soc 2006; 28(1-2): 261-273. 
[2] Dell RM, Moseley PT, Rand DAJ. Towards sustainable road transport. Academic Press; 2014. 
[3] Dougal RA., Shengyi L, White RE. Power and life extension of battery-ultracapacitor hybrids. IEEE T Compon Pack T 2002; 25(1): 120-131. 
[4] Zackrisson M, Avellán L, Orlenius J. Life cycle assessment of lithium-ion batteries for plug-in hybrid electric vehicles–Critical issues. J Cleaner 

Prod 2010; 18(15): 1519-1529. 
[5] Kohler TP, et al. Investigation of control strategies for hybrid energy storage systems in hybrid electric vehicles. In: IEEE Vehicle Power and 

Propulsion Conference 2009; 1687-1693. 
[6] Omar, Noshin, et al. "Electrical double-layer capacitors in hybrid topologies—Assessment and evaluation of their performance." Energies 

2012; 5(11): 4533-4568. 
[7] Veneri O, Capasso C, Patalano S. Experimental study on the performance of a ZEBRA battery based propulsion system for urban commercial 

vehicles. Appl Energ 2017; 185. 
[8] Ziyou S, et al. Multi-objective optimization of a semi-active battery/supercapacitor energy storage system for electric vehicles. Appl Energ 

2014; 135: 212-224. 
[9] Koot M, et al. Energy management strategies for vehicular electric power systems. IEEE T Veh Technol 2005; 54(3): 771-782. 
[10] Fotouhi A., et al. A review on electric vehicle battery modelling: From Lithium-ion toward Lithium–Sulphur. Renew and Sust Energ Rev 

2016;56: 1008-1021. 
[11] Böhme TJ, Frank B. Hybrid Systems, Optimal Control and Hybrid Vehicles. Springer. 
[12] Castaings A., et al. Comparison of energy management strategies of a battery/supercapacitors system for electric vehicle under real-time 

constraints. Appl Energ 2016; 163: 190-200. 
[13] Pawan S, Bhatti TS. A review on electrochemical double-layer capacitors. Energ Convers Manage 2012; 51(12): 2901-2912. 
[14] Capasso C, Sepe V, Veneri O, Montanari M, Poletti L. Experimentation with a ZEBRA plus EDLC based hybrid storage system for urban 

means of transport. In: IEEE International Conference on Electrical Systems for Aircraft, Railway, Ship Propulsion and Road Vehicles 
(ESARS) 2015; 1-6. 

Authors Biography 

Ottorino Veneri graduated and awarded his PhD in Electrical Engineering by the University of Naples 
Federico II. Since 2002 he works as a researcher with the Istituto Motori of the National Research 
Council of Italy. His main fields of interest are the electric drives for transportation systems, electric 
energy converters, electric energy storage systems and power sources with hydrogen fuel cells. 



 Clemente Capasso  et al. / Energy Procedia 142 (2017) 1914–1919 1919
 Author name / Energy Procedia 00 (2017) 000–000   5 

The first evaluations are carried out for the vehicle under sturdy running on an ECE 15 driving cycle, with the off-
line EMS. The main results of this simulation are reported in Fig. 3. 

Fig. 3. Simulation Results for the vehicle running on ECE 15 driving cycle with off-line EMS: traction, battery, DC-link Current (A) 
supercapacitors voltage and current (B) versus time. 

As shown from the simulation results, a maximum traction current 𝐼𝐼𝑡𝑡 of about 60 A is required during the last phase 
of the driving cycle (A). In this case, the off-line EMS limits the battery current to a maximum value of 38 A through 
the use of supercapacitors, which are discharged with the maximum allowed current of 100 A and reach the minimum 
voltage value of 85 V (B). In addition, during the deceleration phases, the regenerative current values are almost 
completely used to charge the supercapacitors, avoiding peak charging current for the battery pack. It is clear that with 
this EMS, the use of supercapacitors allows a reduction of the maximum battery discharging current up to 33%. 

Further evaluations have been carried out in simulation environment in order to analyze the performance of the on-
line EMS for the vehicle under sturdy running on an ECE 15 driving cycle. The main results of this simulation are 
reported in Fig. 4. 

Fig. 4. Simulation Results for the vehicle running on ECE 15 driving cycle with on-line EMS: traction, battery, DC-link Current (A) 
supercapacitors voltage and current (B) versus time 

In this case the on-line EMS limits the battery current to a maximum value of 42 A through the use of 
supercapacitors, which are discharged with the maximum allowed current of 100 A and reach the minimum voltage 
value of 72 V (B). Also for this test, regenerative current values are almost completely used to charge the 
supercapacitors. A reduction of the maximum battery discharging current up to 30 % is obtained with this EMS. 

On the basis of the equation (6), the performance of the above proposed EMSs can be evaluated through the 
equation (10), which defines the efficacy of the analyzed EMS. 

𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸 =
∫ 𝑖𝑖𝑡𝑡

2𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑇𝑇
0 − ∫ 𝑖𝑖𝑏𝑏

2𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑇𝑇
0

∫ 𝑖𝑖𝑡𝑡
2𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑇𝑇

𝑡𝑡
 ∙ 100 (10) 
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In particular, efficacy values of 66% and 64.5 % have been respectively evaluated for the off-line and on-line EMS 
on the considered driving cycle. This result confirms the good performance of the on-line EMS, in comparison with 
the benchmark represented by the off-line EMS for the vehicle running on the ECE 15 driving cycle. For this reason, 
the -control strategy represents a promising real-time strategy to be further investigated with future simulations and 
experimental activities. 

4. Conclusions 

In this paper, the performance of a hybrid energy storage system, which integrates a Zebra battery pack and a 
supercapacitor module, have been analyzed. This analysis has been carried out for the specific case study of an urban 
electric vehicle. In particular, two different energy management strategies have been proposed and compared with the 
aim of reducing the battery charging/discharging peak current values. Preliminary simulation results have shown the 
good performance of both off-line and on-line EMS in supplying the considered vehicle on an ECE 15 driving cycle. 
Future works will be related to further simulation analysis and experimental performance evaluations of the above 
EMSs, through the use of a 1:1 scale laboratory test bench. 
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