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Wednesday, January 29, 2014

River Steward takes on Honduras!
Maggie Rohs, 2016 Cohort

This pass January I had the opportunity to travel to southern Honduras with Saint Louis
University students who are apart of a program called Global Brigade. They were broken down
into nine different brigades and I went on the Water Brigades. On this trip several different
universities and colleges and community members participated in this mission. Our project was
to build a water system for one community. We had to dig about one mile of trenches, move
boulders (no joke!), and glue PVC piping. I was completely amazed how much work was put into
water system. It was hard work! They are hoping to finish this project by the end of this month.
Before they even started this project, they created a Water Council. This council consisted
members of the community and leaders of Water Brigades. Together, they discussed on the best
sustainable solution for their community. The universities and colleges come in take that idea
and produced the product.

Another part of the brigade that was very important was the education fair. This fair was mostly
for the children but the parents also participated. The purpose of this education fair is to teach
the community about hygiene, water storage, and household sanitation. I believe that
education is the key to develop a more sustainable community.
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We ask a question about water storage and water sanitation and the kids are throwing
duct tape balls to the correct answer.

At the end of this trip I realized that back at home, I am very lucky for the water systems that
we have. My semester as a River Steward, I learned about where our water comes from and
who takes care of it. I learn to appreciate the workers at the Waste Treatment Plant and Water
Treatment Plant. Going on this trip, I realized that WOW, I am very fortunate. People in
Honduras do not have the proper water treatment. They could be searching for water for days. I
met one man around 3pm and he told me that he has been looking for water all day. He looked
exhausted. Back at home, I can go to the kitchen sink and get a glass of water. I don’t have to
think about not having water because we never had that problem. After this trip, I will never
take water for granted. This trip allowed to see how a community comes together to work on a
common goal and how they help improve their situation in the future from a different
perspective. This project would not have accomplished without the water brigades or without
the community. Together, this community will have drinkable water for a long time.
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