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Th is booklet was procluced in conjunction wiLh an hisLor ica l exl1ibiLion of the 
same tiLle helel aL Lile Main Gallery, Fine Arts Center Galleries. University of 
Rl1oele lslancl. from Oc tober ·16 thl'ough December 13. 1998. Thi s publica tion is 
generously supportecl by the Offi ce of the Dean. Co llege of Ar ts and Sciences. 

Cover pholOgraphs: 1bp: Announcer preparing to reacl a nightly broadcast. 1952. 
\VI !Of: Raclio Station. University of Rhode lslancl. Prov idence Journal-Bu lletin 
Photogl'a ph. © Providence Joul'nal Company. Mic/cllc: Studying at Collegr 
Library. ca . 194 3 (rcvc!'SC prinLecl ), (Green I !all). Providence Journal-Bulletin 
Photogl'a ph. © Pl'ovidence Journal Company. Bollom: Rese rve Offi cer Training 
Corps (ROTC) Stuclcnts. ca . 1943. SLUdying Ae ronautics. Courtesy of Univer
sity Archives ancl Special Collections. 

1'ille page photographs: Sign to Rhode lslancl State College. ca. 1948. Repro
clu ced from 1948 Grist (the College Yea rliook); Interior of Quonset Hu t Dormi
tol'y. ca. 1948. Coul'tesy of Unive!'s ity Archives ancl Special Co ll ec tions 

IViLh exceptions noted the major ity of the images rcproeluccel in Lh is booklcL 
are courtesy of the niversity of Rhode lslancl Archives and Specia l Collec
tions. which maintains a large col'pus of historica l photographs of Lhe College. 
then University. 

© Univers ity of Rh ode lslancl. 1998 

This booklet is being issuecl in conjunction with 
an historica l exhibition celebrating the 50th 
an nive l'sa ry of the founcling of Lile College of 
Art s ancl Sc iences. Univcl's ity of Rhode lslancl. 
Tl1c exhibi tion is being mountecl in Lil e 
Uni versity"s Main Ga llcl'y from Octobe!' 16 
througl1 Decembcl' 13. 1998. The project cer
tainly could not have been l'Ca lizcd without the 
personal and pl'Ofessional assistance of nu
me!'ous inelividuals. 

Many faculty ancl staff within the Univer
sity of Rhode Island contr•ibutccl Llieir exper
ti se as project aclv isers ancl/or lenclcrs. Pal'
ticular thanks arc clue to the following: Offi ce 
of Alumn i Affai rs. Susan Francis; Department 
of Art: Linda S. Cinqucgl'ana. Sue Drew. \Vend 
llolmes. Wi lliam 11. Lee te. Linda Mugica . Ga!'y 
Richman ancl V. Sheri Wil ls: Department of 
Communication Stuelics: Stephen Wooel: De
partment of Biologica l Sciences: Christopher 
Nerone; Department of l~nglisl1: Lois A. Cuddy 
ancl Dorothy Ii'. Donnelly: Department or Geol
ogy: Joh n BooLhl'Oyd and Don I lermes: Depart
ment of I listory: James I<'. Findlay. Jr.: Depart
ment of Military Science: David A. Accetta: 
Department of Modern anel Class ical Lan
guages and Li tera tures: ~lal'y Ii:. Fetherston 
and Joseph Morello: Department of Music: 
Claud ia Bissell and Donald Sm iLh : Co llege of 
Nursing: Dayle Joseph and Betsy Nield: De
partment of Philosophy: Lynn Pasqucrella: 
DcparLmenL of Ph ys ics : Surendra S. Ma li k. 
David Nota rianni. Stephen T. Pellegrino and 
Rob Vin ce nL: DcparLmenL of Psychology: 
Charles Collyer and Nelson Smi th: Department 
of Sociology and Anthropology: Leo Carroll: De
pa rtment of Textiles. ~lerchandising& Design: 
Alcla Kaye. Rebecca Kelly. Margaret Ordonez 
ancl l. inela Welters: Depa rLmenL of Tl1 caLl'e: 
Davie! Howar·d. Car l Rossi and John Stevenson: 
Offi ce or Information and Instructiona l Tech
nology Services: Charles E. Dan iels and Timo
thy IV. Tierney: Property and Inventory: Daniel 
P. Lonergan: Offi ce of Publica tions: Ru sse ll 
Kolton and Mary PaLLy: University LibI·a 1·y: 
Paul Ga nclel, Barbara George. Kevin J. Loga n. 
David Maslyn and Eileen M. Tiern ey. 

I fur ther acknowledge the fo llowing lend
ers not affili ated with the Univers ity: Ce llar 
Stori es Bookstore. Sa ra Linco ln. Pro1idencc: 
I ,illian B. Hardi e. Providence: Representative 
l,cona Kelley. Peaccelale: The Kingston Hill 
Bookstore. Sa nely Neuschatz. Kingston: The 
PctLaquam scutL I listol'ica l Society. Inc .. Ce lia 
Boggs. f-.ingsLon: The Polaro id Corpora lion. Sue 
Gagnon. Bedforcl. ~lassachuseLLs: The Provi
dence Journal Company. Michael Delaney. 
Providence: and Doug Stamford. Charl es town. 
F'ol' cxperL Leclrnica l assistance I am grateful 
to Ll1c Conn ec ticut firms of LcTou rneau l. iglH
ing. John LeTourneau. Wa llingford anel Phyll is 
B. Borges of ~lys tic River Foundry. Mystic. 

During Lile summer of 1998. ex tensive 
Ora l I listories conductecl by James 1,. llindlay. 
Jr .. Profcssol' of llistory and Stephen Wood. 
Professo r of Communica tion Studies we l'c 
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undertaken Lo fol'm the basis of a single ar
chiva l videotape marking this special occasion. 
This efforL was cl irected and produced by Mary 
Conlon. principal. C Mecl ia, Pawtucket. I ac
knowledge Llie inva luable participation of t11ose 
primary witnesses con senting Lo be inter
viewed on Lape. Th ey ar·e: Roswell S. Bosworth. 
Jr. "49: Marga ret E. Curran "49: William A. 
Curran "48: 1\/i ll iam R. Ferrante ·49_ Justin 
Smith ~lorr ill Professor Emeritu s and Profes
sor of l,lechanica l Engineering and Applied 
Mechan ics : Roge r E. Lava llee ·43, Robert 
Lepper. Jr. ·35_ Professor Emel'ilu s. Botany 
Department: Wil liam DeWiLL Metz. Professor 
Emeritus. History Department: Nancy Potter. 
Professor Emerita. English Department: I.HD 
·57, and Eclward Phi lip Smith "48. I am very 
grateful to M. Beverl y Swa n. Provost and Vicc
Prcs ident. Aca cl cmic Affairs and to \Vinifrecl 
E:. Brownell. Interim Dea n of the College of 
Arts and Sciences. for thei r combined contri
bu tions to the video. 

Eric J. Co te. Rh ocle lslancl Economic De
ve lopm ent Corporation. thoughtfully inLro
du cecJ me to Edwa rd Turner. Very special 
thanks are due Lo Edward Turner. Secretary. 
Navy Seabcc Vetera ns of Amer ica . Inc. 
(Davisvil le Region). and his devoted Seabee 
co lleagues fo r their efforts in loca ling. mov
ing ancl installing a portion of an authentic 
postwar Quonset Hut on Lile grounds of the 
Pine Arts Cen ter. Probably more Limn any 
single clisplay in the exl1ibition. Lhis one best 
triggers Lhe strongest visual memories in those 
who knew the Co llege fifty years ago. Appre
ciation is also clue Lo Dr. David Whitaker of 

arragansetl for orchestrating the appearance 
outside ll1c Fine Arts Center of several vin
tage automobi les in conjunction with the open
ing reception. 

A temporary exhibition tea m offel'ed ex
traord inary .. beh ind-the-scenes .. ass istance. 
Kimberly Anne I lanrahan serveel as a diligent 
ancl imaginative Curatorial Ass istant for al l 
aspec ts of th e project. Spec ial Ass istant 
Cynthia D. Kinva n-Ycmma was the resource
ful primary text orga ni zer for al l wri tten and 
display materials. For their patience ancl cled i
cation in preparing and insta lling Lhe highly 
challenging ~lain Gallery exhibition. I recog
ni ze l1 ere my I/all. 1998 Ga llery In te rns at the 
UniversiL of Rhoclc Island: Jessica Bril li. Jes
sica Gagne. Rebekah Gewirtz. Sa rah Talbert 
and 'l)·accy Webb. 

Finally. for her conti nuous encouragement 
and support. I thank Wi nnie Brownell. the al
ways enthusias tic and seemingly tireless In
terim Dea n. College of Al'Ls ancl Sc iences. and 
all of her associates in the Dea nery. especially 
Jonathan Blaney ancl \Vilfreel Dvo l'ak. 

Judith To lnick 
Direcwr Vine Aris Genier Galleries 
& 8xhibilion Organizer 
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I am delighted and honored to provide an introducLOry note ror 
the exhibition co mmemorating the 50th annive rsa ry of the Co l
lege or Arts & Sciences. When we celebrated the Centennial or 

the Unive rsity or Rhode Island in 1992, all Co lleges reviewed their 
hi stories to id entify th e next important anni ve rsa ry of their 
respective units. We were fa sc inated to lea rn more about the ori
gin s or Arts & Sc iences at URI, and we discovered several points 
that should be highlighted in our history: the evo lution from the 
School or Sc ience to the School or Arts & Sc iences and then to the 
Co llege or Arts & Sc iences, the authori zation to grant the Bachelor 
of Arts degree, and so forth. 

We decided to begin by ce lebrating the formation or the Schoo l 
or Ar ts & Sciences and the authoriza tion to award the B.A. Degree 
which allowed URI to add majors in the liberal arts to the strnng 
foundation of progra ms in mathematics and the soc ial and natu ra l 
sc iences. In 1948. the then Rhode Island Sta te Co llege underwent 
a reorganiza tion, forming six academic divisions to establish the 
School or Arts & Sciences. In that same yeal'. the Board or Trustees 
authorized the Bachelor of Arts degree. The Schoo l of Arts & Sci
ences awarded its first bachelor's degree at the following Com
mencement in June or 1949. The add ition of the B.A. was essential 
to provide a strong libera l arts co re. and it was one or the neces
sa ry elements for the Rhode Island Slate Co llege to succeed in its 
quest to become the Univers ity of Rh ode Island in 1951. 

In 1998. tl1e Co llege of Arts & Sc ience houses 22 departments 
in the arts, humanities. social sc iences. natura l sciences and math
ematics as we ll as the Center for the Humanities, Cancer Preven
tion Resea rch Consort ium, John Hazen White Sr. Center for Ethics 
and Public Service, Psychologica l Consultation Center, R. I Part
nership for Resea rch on Women and Gender. the Great Perfor
mances Series. Lile URI Deba te 'learn. and summer programs abroad 
in England and Spa in as we ll as on ca mpus for youth in Music and 
Computer Sc ience. the Get·man Summer School or the Atlantic in 
col laboration with the Goethe Institute and the University of Con
nec ticut, and participates in a va riety of exchange programs from 
Braun schweig and Novgorod to Mexico City. Some faculty mem
bers in Languages play a leadersh ip role or support the Intern a
tional Engineering and Bu siness Programs. r◄'o r many yea rs, we 
l1ave co-sponsored "That Ram Band" ancl the URI Pep Bands with 
Athleti cs, provid ing enthusiastic accompaniment for our student 
athletic teams. Our facu lty throughout the College are engaged in 
a va riety or externally funded and internationally renowned pro
grams of resea 1·ch. crea ti ve activities and outreach that bring in 
mi llions of dollars in support of innova tive resea rch and serve thou
sa nds of individuals in the community. These efforts take place in 
the Liberal Arts Core and in affili ation with the RI focus areas in 
Marine and Coas tal Environments. Hea lth , Enterpri se and Tecl1-
no logy, and Children. F'amil ies and Communities. 

In 1998, the Co llege of Arts & Sc iences advises over 4,000 
majors. serves over ·12.000 students, and offers 43 bachelor·s, 
6 master·s. 2 profess ional master·s. and 7 doctoral degree pro
grams. Moreover. we provide general educa tion offerings to all un
dergraduates at URI. Our programs of study enable students Lo 
understand our in tell ectua l and cultural heritage and those of others 
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in Lh e globa l community. the phys ica l and biologica l wor ld in which 
we live . the rapidly changing rn les and ca pabili ties of electronic 
communica tions and computing technologies. and our soc ial, eco
nom ic, and po li tical development. We present over 125 perfor
mances for the pub lic each yea r featuring Th ea tre and Music, co
spon sor the Kingston Chamber Music Festival. and offer a regu lar 
exhibition program across three ga lleries in our F' ine Arts Center 
throughout each academic year. The Co llege continues to evo lve. 
In 1997 we added a degree in Marine Biology and in 1998 we 
launched programs in Public Relations and a co llabora tive pro
gram with Rl10de Island Col lege in Afri ca n and Afri can-American 
Studi es. In 1999, we hope to offer a Master·s degree in Communi 
ca tion Studies. 

In preparation for thi s anni ve rsa ry. I met with Judith To lnick, 
Direc tor of the Fine f\rts Center Ga lleries. and asked if Sile could 
help us ce lebrate by curating some form of historica l exhibit in the 
Ma in Ga llery. We talked about va rious options and discussed what 
was happening in 1948 at RI and throughout the nation in higher 
educa tion and in popular culture. I was delighted that Judith chose 
to (re) present the Co llege by transforming the Main Ga llery into a 
post-Wor ld War II. "G. I. Bi lr' co mpos ite classrnom, that combines 
the disciplines present circa 1948 and represents a library se tting 
from Green I !all . Reca lling the magnificent Green Hall library rea d
ing room is particularly appropriate because UR I is engaged in a 
fund ra ising campaign to renovate and preserve thi s histori c and 
signature bu ilding or the Uni ve rsity. Judith was intr igued with the 
challenge of presenting the form ation of the Co llege within both a 
Rhode Island and national contex t or change from innovations in 
sc ience and technology to cultural shifts. 

D epartment l1eads throughout campu s l1 elped Judith Toi nick 
sea rch through arcl1ives and attics to accumu late appro
pr iate artifac ts ancl equipment. Surprisingly. some of these 

items wet·e sti ll in use by our frugal units that routinely extend the 
work ing life or museum-worthy equipment. URI libra ry personnel. 
faculty. staff, emeriti faculty. prnfessional staff and administrators 
also supported resea rch on URI. and loca l and national issues or 
the 1948-1951 era. The exl1ibition rap idly grew into a collaborati ve 
comm uni ty pro ject invo lving vol un teers frnm hi stori ca l soc ieties. 
members of the media. loca l bu sinesses. representati ves of sta te 
government. and the Navy Sea bee Ve teran s of America . Inc. One or 
the most vivid memories that many vo lunteers shared with us was 
the emergence or the Quonset huts, and in particular those that 
were on the grounds of what is now the Chafee Social Sc ience Cen
ter. Th ese res ilient structures housed classrooms and res idential 
uni ts for students that were occupied for severa l yea rs on campus. 

As the exhibition came toge ther. Judith and I talked about sev
eral people wl1 0 played important ro les in the Co llege history and 
were "witn esses" to the events we were commemorating. I asked 
Judith if it migllL be possible to build an ora l history on video fea
turing individua ls who could represent the major groups or people 
in the hi story or the College of Arts & Sciences. She readily agreed 
and we decided to ask James Findlay, Professor of History and 
Director or the URI Center for the I lumanities, and Stephen C. Wood, 
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Professor and Chair of Commu nica tion Studies, to conduct the oral 
history interviews. Mary Conlon. Principa l of C Jedia. agreed to 
direct the vicleography and editing processes. 

T he consensus of everyone in vo lved was to begin the ora l his
tory interviews with Professor Emer ita ancy Potter, Ph.D .. 
L.H .D .. a disti nguished member of the faculty in English who 

helped to found the Co llege, who served as past Interim Dea n of 
the College. and who remains an ac tive participant on the Co llege·s 
Ex tern al Advisory Council. She was joined on tape by other distin 
guisl1 ed members or out' community, including Roswell Bosworth. 
J1' . "49, the student leader who courageously and persistently sup
ported the in itiative to launch the Bachlor of Arts degree at URI. 
All of the ora l histories wil l be placed in the URI Libra ry archives. 
Ms. Conlon edited the recol lec tions into a tape that wi ll play con
tinuously as a companion to the exhib ition ancl will also remain in 
the Library archives . 

I am very grateful to Judith To i nick. the student ga llery in tern s, 
and everyone sl1e cites in her acknowledgments who helped make 
this wonderfu l exhibition poss ib le. The text panels. exhibition book
let. and video reco llections provide a fasc inating record of the for
mation the College of Arts & Sc iences and its evolution for 50 yea rs 
at tl1e Un ive rsity of Rhode Island. Thanks to an exemplary facul ty 
and staff. and our outsta nd ing students and alumn i, t11 e Co llege of 
Arts & Sciences remains the vibrant hea rt of the Unive rsity. 

Winifred E. Brownell 
Interim Dean, College or Arts & Sciences 
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R ls1NG To 
THE POSTWAR 
EDUCATIONAL 
CHALLENGE 

Historical Background 
and The Wriston Report 

T he momentou s changes wh ich ulti
mately wou ld be marked by th e for 
ma l 1951 StateAct changing the name 

or Rhode lslancl State College Lo t11 e Univer
sity or Rhode lslancl fi ncl Ll1 eir or igins in a criti ca l Report 
clelivcrecl to the Genera l Assemb ly twelve yea rs ea r lier. in 
1939. Th is Report of a Spec ial Committee contained sugges
tion s tor L11e crea tion of a new Board of Tru stees to oversee 
th e State's adm inistration or its coll eges (includ ing Rl1ocle 
Island Co llege·s predecessor, the Rhode Island College of Edu
ca tion) and emphati ca lly ancl unanimously aga inst its "" most 
widely di scussed proposal, " tlie changing of th e name or our 
land-grant coll ege Lo the Uni versity of Rhocle Island. 

Tl1e Wr iston Report happened in partial respon se to Co l
lege President Raymond G. Bress le1's continuou s agitation 
for nive rsity statu s in th e 1930s. Th e Committee whic l1 
drafted the 1939 Report wa s led by Henry Merr itt Wr iston, 
then Pres iclen t of Brown Un ivc rsity. I ts other members were 
Dr. Reuben Charles Bates, a prom inent ped iatrician and State 
Co llege alumnus who wou ld serve on a newly conce ived Board 
of Trustees for seven yea rs from thi s po int; John icl1olas 
Brown of L11e Proviclence Brown family; F'ather John Jordan 
Dillon, Ll1 en Pres ident of Providence Coll ege; and the vener
ab le Miss Ruth F'ranklin of ewport. the ranking female edu
ca tor in the state and a firm suppor ter of private unive rsity 
and secondary school edu ca tion. Interestingly, all of the men 
on t11 e Co mm ittee would rece ive Honorary degrees fro m 
Rhode Isla nd State College withi n th e next few years. 

The 1939 Wr iston Report stated unequivoca lly that ""AL 
the present Lime th e slate co llege does not have either th e 
rorm or the substance of a ·un ive rsity_ ... IL elaborated at 
lcngtl1. First and foremost, th e institution lacked a co llege 
or li bera l arts, ""L il e fou ndation stone of the edil"ice.'" Second , 
it lacked a graduate school to ca rry forward training in th e 
arts and sc iences or profess ional subjec ts. or boL11. Tl1ird. it 
lackecl a heavy accent upon resea rch. Instead of these qua li
fi ca tions, t11 e "center of gravity" at State Coll ege was per
ce ived Lo li e in Lecl1n ica l, practica l and profes ional fi elds. 

Th e Committee founcl that no strong tradition in liberal 
stud ies was ev ident. o department of Philosoph y, not even 
a single course was offered . No clepartment of Classics, no 

PORTRAIT OF RAYM OND G. 

BRESSLER , 1945 

(Prcs iclcnt. 193 1-40) 

\Vil frccl I. Dup hin cy 

Oil on ca nvas 

Co111·1cs.v of Uni, crsity 

/,i/Jrary 
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AERIAL VIEW 

Rh oclc ls lancl SLaLc Co ll ege 

Ca mpus, 1930s 

Courtesy or Univcrsit,y 

Archives and Special 

Col/eclions 

work in anc ient languages and only 
a limited foreign language compo
nent existed. Po li ti ca l Sc ience and 
History courses were not ex tensive 
and Economics courses were prac
tica l rather than theo reti ca l in em
pha sis. Such were L11 e facts. A shift 
in direction to make the Liberal Arts 
a central factor was seen to requ ire 

tim e, effort, expandecl finan cial resources, and even a "pro
fou nd reorientation of the enti re in stitution." 

0 ne fundamenta l component or leg itimate graduate 
study was or co ur se a library. Th e Committee 
acknowledged the library's appropr iate housing for 

the first tim e in the Co llege's history (Green Hall, 1937) ye t its 
contents and staffing were cleemecl sufricient on ly for a co llege 
but not a (researcl1) unive rsity Other re lated inadequ acies, 
"hardships and limitation s" of Sta te Co llege were carefully con
sidered, from the overcrowding of laboratories to the non-uni
vers ity quanlilyof resea rch being underta ken by faculty. 

Wi tl1 its many exa mpl es as cited , th e 1939 Report stated, 

"To change lhe name wilhoul changing the substance woulcl 
be unfair. 'lb change the substance is difficult in any case. ll 
is probably impossible without al least substantially increas
ing lhe present state of' appropriations ... 

Comparisons with other New England state institution s 
who had es tab li shed state unive rsities from colleges we re 
large ly moot, th e Committee insisted. Neither th e Unive r
sity of New Hampshire (1923) nor the University of Ma ine 
(1897) , for exa mp le, possessed another institution in th eir 
state with the name, status or fu nction of a un iversity. The 
Committee did not need to cite direc tly Brown University's 
command ing presence in Rhode Island. Finally, the Repot' t 
add ressed the issue of popu lation numbers. It fo resaw a 
decrease in "numbers of youth of co llege age" which 

"may lessen the pressure of numbers clamoring t'or higher 
educa lion al slale expense, unless lhat factor is counter
balanced by other influences now unforeseen.,, 

Written on Ll1e brink of WWII , those influences absolu tely 
unforeseen in Rhode Island in 1939 emerged on a national 
sca le following the war when a federal program popularly 
known as th e G. I. Bi ll of Rights enabled heretofore inco n
ce iva ble numbers of stud ents to enro ll in co ll eges ancl uni
ve rsiti es at no cost to sta tes and ind eed to th eir profit. Could 
th e postwa r federall y subsidized program correc t the many 
deficiencies named and eva luated in 1939 by a thoughtful, if 
eliti st, Wr iston Committee? On the nea c· term , th e Report 
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appeared to have terminated ove t't agita tion for University 
statu s (while also arguab ly prec ipitati ng Pres ident Bress ler 's 
departure). But th e signifi ca nt circumstances of the next 
decade, under the Co llege's stewardship of Pres ident Car l 
R. Woodward , brought clianges which the drafters of the 
Report coulcl not and dicl not foresee. 

Some "Pre "-History 

L et us reca ll that in 1939 State College was a land
grant in stituti on. Its se rvice to th e State was a 
founding mandate of the Morrill Ac t of 1862, in which 

Congress had createcl land-gra nt status for institutions of 
higher education ac ro ss th e U.S. whereby, in each state, 
public lands were so ld for 

"lhe endowment. support, and maintenance of al leasl one 
college where the leading ob1ect shall be, without excluding 
other scientific and classical studies, and including mililary 
tactics, lo leach such branches of learning as are relaled lo 
agricullllre and the mechanic arts ... in order to promote the 
libera l and practical education of the industrial classes ... " 

Th e State Agr icultural Sc l1 00I, with an Agricultural Ex-
perim ent Station, was establi shed in 1888 from which in 
1892 was born the Rhode Island Coll ege of Agr icultu re and 
Mec l1 anic Arts . At that juncture Brown Univer
sity, which had held but not acted upon the State 
of Rhode Island's land-gra nt title, appropriately 
so ld the title to Rhod e Island Coll ege, its newly 
re-con stituted agrarian neighbor Lo the south 
and an appropriate receive r for Lil e econom ic 
development message of the Morrill Act. 

The War Years 

At Rhode Island State Coll ege the wa r yea rs - as no 
per iod since Lil e Coll ege's founding - necessa ril y 
magnified th e mi ss ion of service to the State and to 

the country inherent in th e or iginal lancl-grant legislation. 
ln tl1ese yea rs there incubated an in tense sense of public 
support For higher educa tion in Rhode Island, conco mitant 
with a sense th at those "unforeseen influences" of 1939 had 
begun to emerge. F'or Rhode Island State Co llege, th e home 
front effort of th e wartime periocl was extraordinary. It was 
a period of Unive rsity bui lding not in term s of serving large 
numbers of students (to the contrary, only 363 students were 
enro lled in the spring of 1944) but in tl1 e l1igh level of pres
tigiou s research performed by the Co ll ege, especially in th e 
sc iences, where th e resea rcl1 potential or th e College in term s 
of national health and welfare and warfare was rea lized ancl 

STUDYING AT COLLEGE 
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(Green Hall) 

Pf'Ovidencc Journa/

Bul/elin Pholagraph 

© Pf'Ovidence Joumal 

Co mpany 



1 Q (RE)PRESENTING A HALF-CENTURY OF THE COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 

rncogn ized nation ally. As Pres ident 
Woodward itemized in From College 
lo University, hi s memoir 01· 1960, 

"The Co llege made tests of prod
ucts for sixty indu str ial organiza
tion on war contracts. Other inves
Li ga tion s, som e of which were 

RESERVE OFFICER undertaken for the U.S. Office of Sc ientific Research and 
TRAINING CORPS (R.O.T.C.) Deve lopment and the War Prod uction Board, related to th e 

STUDENTS , CA . 1943 Fire-proofi ng, in sec t-proofing and mi ldew-p roofing of mili-
SLucl yingAeronauu cs Lary textil es, improvements in the manufacture of DDT, th e 

Cour/ esy o(Univers i/ y stab ility of chlorinated lime, locating sources of ocea n 
Archives and Special qua l1 ogs ... Also, improvements in food production, process-

co11eclio11s ing, distr ibution and conservation were among the College 's 
contributions from [sic] war research ... " 

P t'ofess iona l co nsul ting se rvices were signifi ca ntly 
expanded during the wa r period. Woodward reported 
in hi s F'all Convocation of September 20, 1945 (1n an 

address which he ca lled "F'rom Swords to Ploughshares") on 
the nature of th is ac tivity. One faculty chemist spent two days 
weekly in Washington to consult with the Ordnance Depart
ment of the U.S. Army Another professor offered technica l work 
on mine-laying operation s for the Navy. Another served as a 
fa culty member of the U.S. Nava l Academy at Annapol is and an 
instructor in Chemistry worked on the atom ic bomb prnjec t in 
New Mexico. 

Th e high-level wartime resea rch profile stand s apart, of 
course, from the emergency demands placed upon the State 
Co llege as a devise r and deliverer of accelerated educa tion to 
aid the war effort. In the process of providing a Bachelor (of 
Science) degree in on ly 2 2/3 years from 1942 through 194 5, 
ten clifferent graduation exercises were held. rurthermore, new 
specia li zed edu ca tional programs under contract with the r ed
eral Government were ca rried out for aviation cadets, for a 
unit of the Army Spec iali zed Training Program (ASTP) and for 
sec retaria l tra inees, the latter to supply the Office of Strategic 
Se rvices in Wa shington. The Co llege·s ex tension division oper
ated strenuously, among its many outreach mandates servicing 
more than 10,000 wo rkers in Rhode Island industrial plants 
engaged in war production. The Co llege cooperatecl with the 
U.S. Nava l Air SLaLi on aL Quon se t Poi nL by providing ex tension 
courses to its reserva tion personnel. Indeed it pledged to send 
a faculty member anywhere in the state wh ere a class size of 
twe lve wa s assured. Ignited by the situation of a Second World 
War, on all fron ts the Co llege proved it was poi sed to meet ad
va nced resea rch ancl pedagogica l dema nds. 
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P res ident F'ra nklin Delano 
Roo seve lt ann oun ced th e 
un expected if in evitable in 

a fi res ide chat broaclcasL from the 
White House as ea rly as Ju ly 28, 
1943: "the return to civilian life of 
our ga llant men and women in the armed forces." 
Th e President elaborated, 

""They musl nol be demobilized inlo an environ
menl or in{fation and unemployment, to a place 
on a breadline. or on a comer selling apples. We 
must, this lime. have plans ready .. 

I have assured our men in the armed forces that 
lhe American people would nol !el them down 
when lhe war is won.·· 

He wenL on sign ificantly to note, 

--or course. lhe returning soldier and sa ilor and marine 
are a parl or lhe problem of demobilizing the resl of lhe 
millions or Americans who have been (working and) living 
in a war economy since J 941. That larger objeclive or re
converling wartime America lO a peacetime basis is one 
for which your government is laying plans to be submilled 
lo lhe Congress for aclion ... ·· 

Returning ve terans smooth ly to a pop ulation employed 
to the maximum in their absence was ce rtainly a challenge. 
Consicler that the draft age had been lowered to eigl1teen a 
yea r before (1942), so many vet
era ns had been of pre-co llege age 
when joining tl1 e armed forces. How 
could Lil e governm ent se rvice the 
in evitab le societa l shift in educa
tional needs or a huge return ing 
workforce? 

I n the brilli antl y formu lated 
option s of the G. I. Bill , the 
Educa tion option alone (Title II 

of five option s) coulcl promi se what 
might become up Lo a four-yem ed ucationally prod ucti ve 
de lay in the vete rans re joining a nation al and loca l 
workforce. Tl1c national program wa s ind isputably economic 
and po li tica l in motivation ancl ma ss ve rsus indiviclual serv
ing aL ba se. Th e Se lec ti ve Service AcL or 1940 itse lf liad 
gua1'a nLecd broad re-employment rights to all ve terans who, 
in se rving. would be forced to leave tl1eir regulm jobs, an
other example of how deeply t11 c government rea red a post
war economic depress ion. BuL with maximum employment 
reached dut' ing the war yea rs Lil e delay mechanism fot'mu-

PRESIDENT FRANKLIN 

OELANO ROOSEVELT 
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lated as the G. I. Bill"s l1iglier educaLion op tion was a cr iLica l 
maneuve r. President of the Un ivers ity of Chicago Robert M. 
Hutcl1ins· 1944 opinion that "educaLion is not a device for 
cop ing with mass unemployment" was a minority protest 
that clid not sway the force of the Ameri ca n Legion and so 
many other advocates who worked to craft, to pass. and to 
enact the Servicemen's Readjustment Act in 1944 . 

U nivers ity of Maryland 
histor ian Ke ith W. Olson 
has traced th e develop

ment and ongoing assessment of 
the pivota l 1944 Bill in hi s sta
ti stica lly based histo rica l over
view, The G.f. Bill, the Veterans 
and the Colleges (Lex ington: 
Universi ty of Ke ntucky Press . 
1974), the first and st ill the 
most deta iled of its kind. Olson 

LECTURE ROOM , documents th e fact that ear ly pro jec tion s of ve teran num-
RANGER HALL bers that woulcl utili ze the Bill's educa tion provisions . as 

Reprorluccd in Al1111111i well as the anticipated academic performance of the veter-
B11//cli11 . Ma rcil-April 194 7 ans. we re both mass ive ly underestimated. Num bers of stu-

courtcsyofUnivcrsity dents and quality of performa nce wou lcl prove striking, and 
Archives and Special ind eed unprecedented nationa lly. Although most ca mpus 

co11ccuo11s postwar planning comm ittees (including that of Rhocle I -
land Sta te College) estab li shed themse lves by 1944, franti
ca lly pro jecting ma ss ive needs and shortages, 1946 marked 
the beginning of th e G.I. Bill watershed, witl1 we ll over a 
mil lion student veterans in place (O lson, 43) . By tlie fa ll or 
·1947. "veteran s constituted 49% or the total enro llment in 
higher educa tion. " (O lson. 45). 

'Ten years later [ 1956} when the last student hacl received 
his last check. the Veterans Aclministralion ... counlecl 
2,232.000 veterans who hacl attenclecl colleges uncler the 
G./. Bill ... (Olson. 43). 

As a final assessment, the histor ian states 

.. they allenclecl approximately 2.000 institutions of higher 
learning al a cost of above five ancl a half billion dollars. ·· 
(Olson. 59). 

Olson also signals severa l other important fa cts in hi s 
study. Across the U.S. - and es pecia lly in those better-known 
private and state universities which the veterans chose to 
attend - the influx of students in unprecedented numbers 
mandated changes in curr iculum, ca lendar, cred it, eva lu a
tion and admi ss ion as wel l as in new special se rvices such 
as coun seling. (O lson, 36). Inadequate phys ica l plants and 
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l1 ousing shortages we re confronted eve rywh ere. These were 
the immediate dire issues faced by nearly all institutions. 
The F'ederal Government ass isted magnan im ous ly here, too, 
through seve ral incli spensa bl e progra ms including those 
based on amendments to war per iod legis laLion such as the 
Lanham Act of 1940, shifting defense models to postwar 
needs . The broad Veterans Reuse Progra m. and later th e 
Veteran l~d ucation F'acili ties Program. were excepLionally 
generou s to in stituLions of higher educat ion. F'edera l aid 
helped all eviate housing shortages. provided for use of sur
plus federal structures to accommodate veterans in co lleges 
ancl even provided surplus stru ctures beyond housing for 
educational use, including funding t11eir necessa ry remodel
ing and equipment cos ts. Moreover. surplus property was 
offered to co lleges first at massively reduced rates. Thi s prop
erty includ ed much-needed equipment for infirmaries, ca f
eterias, laboratories , and other co re fac iliLies. (O lson, 68). 

I n regard to sheer nu mbers. the married status of fully 
lia lf of th e G. l. Bill student vete rans, and their increas
ing number of dependents , produced a remarkab le 

change in the profile or the co llege student (and the co llege 
ca mpus) on many fronts. Wh ile monthly subsistence checks 
provided by the Bill were payments rai sed severa l tim es for 
single and marr iecl 
vetera ns. every co l
lege admini stration 
enco un tered a new 
and hereto fore per
manent drain on t11 e 
services demanded of 
i t by the marr ied 
vetera n population. 
Wh il e federal pro
grn ms proliferated to 
ass ist in the cri sis. in
diviclual states includ-
ing Rhode Island had to find ways to manage hugely expanded MARRIED STUOENT 

loca l student populaLions. on levels ra nging from provid ing HOUSING , CA . 1947 

housing with elec tricity to budgeLing sufficient books to as- (Quonset Famil y LireJ 

signing space in which to perform requi red reserve read- courtesy or University 

ing-all of t11i s on a continuous (acce lerated) academic ca l- Archives a1111 Special 

endar! Colleclions 

Th e early postwar per iod was in essence a buyer's mar
ket in matters of educa Lion. The G. I. Bi ll -ass isted student 
could matriculate practically anywhere he or she might be 
ad mitted. Tlie student had, after all , fund s from the govern
ment wi tl1 which to pay. But what so rt of student was it? Tl1e 
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INHABITED INTERIOR OF studenL vete ran·s credenLials were surely unorthodox and 
READING ROOM even margina l by Lraditiona l sLandards, lead ing some at pres-

COLLEGE LIBRARY, tigiou s pr ivaLe in stitution s Lo agree in 1947 wiLh Prof. 
cA . 1944 Seymour E. Harr is of Harvard that. "In education, however, 

(Green 11 a11 ) the G.I. Bi ll ca rr iecl the pr inciple of democratization too far." 
courtesy of Uni versi ty In thi s spirit, nea rby Brown Un ivers ity instituted an exper i-
f\l'chives and Specia l menLal, probationary progra m ca lled "Vetera ns Co ll ege" 

Collections which effective ly made Lhe paying parL or the G. l. 's degree 
subsLantial\y longer. BuL these studenL vetera ns on academic 
"probation " showed they could compete as academic equals 
and they were unexpected ly able to join the regu lar studenL 
body in record Lime. While Brown undertook a peculiar Lri al 
period which ultimately proved unnecessary. everywhere, 
nationa ll y, the ve tera n sLudenL exce lled. As Benjamin Fine, 
Education Edi Lor of the New York Times (and a ·1928 Rhode 
Island Sta Le Co llege graduate him self) summarized iL in 1947, 

..... here is the most astonishing fact in the history of Ameri
can higher education ... '/'he C.I. s are hogging the honor rolls 
and the Dean's lists; lhey are wa lking away with the top 
marks in all of their courses ... Far from being an educational 
problem, the veteran has become an asset to higher educa
tion . .. (quoted in Olson, 41) 
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~lie N001- Slate 

T hrougl1 the leadership and acLion s of its eo.11eye, p~ 
Pres ident during the war yea rs, Rhode 
Island SLate Co ll ege had grown sLrong and could boa st 

of iLs expand ed educational and resea rch funcLion s whereby 
it se rved the SLaLe and Lile naLion. In the immediate posLwar 
period, through its pt'OXimiLy Lo Quon se L, Rl1ocle Island and 
t11 e nava l quarLers or Fort Kea rn ey it could offer far beLter 
emergency housing (Lhcn read ily 
ava ilable as ··ouonseL huLs") than. 
for exa mpl e, Indiana Univers ity 
wl1 ere stucl enLs slepL on co ts in 
locker room s, or Alabama Polytech
nic l nst iLuLe, wl1ere sLud enL s 
bunked by Lwos in cab in s of de
commi ss ioned tugboaLs. As else
where, l1owever, Rhocle Island SLaLe 
Co llege compeLecl aggressive ly Lo 
benefit from surplus properLy program s. and again wiLh INSTALLATION OF RHODE 

success. BuL in an increasi ngly product driven period, Rhode ISLAND STATE COLLEGE 

Island SLaLc Co llege had also prepared to appea l Lo the sIGNAGE AT KINGSTON 

reLurning veLerans in orrering a new acaclemic product
th e Libera l Studies curriculum. 

I n term s of Lheir academ ic in ten Lion s. Ll1c returning G. l. s 
seemed to desire Lo know more about a broader wor ld 
which Lliey had encounterecl l'irsLhancl. Th eir culLu rn l ho

ri zon s liacl been expa nded througl1 Lh e culLural/geograpl1i
ca l range or Lh cir mili Lary experi ence outside combat. As 
solcli ers, sa ilors and airmen th ey had Lo dea l successfully 
wiLh the tec lrni ca l side of L11ings, demanded by tlieir miliLary 
training and wartime combat. But History, LiLeraLut'e, Psy
chology, etc. were among the fi elds of inquiry left unserviced 
by Lile miliLary. In his precocious warti me book enLitled 
Democratic Educa lion ( ew York: Thomas Y. Crowell Co. , 
1945) Benjamin Fine aLtributes the following to an ea rly 
reLurning Un ive rsiLy or Oklal1 oma vetera n: 

"The chief shortcoming of my education I have found Lo 
be th e lack of po liLi ca l science, hi sLOry, geogra pl1y, soc io!-
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Col lege and Railroarl 
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ogy, and phi losophy. I find myse lf unable to understand at 
all some trends of poli tics, etc., which must be understood 
to realize ju st what the war is all about and what is to be th e 
postwar state of the wor ld. " (Fine, 148-49) . 

B ut while the terr ible war 
continued and in the same 
yea r as the inauguration of 

the Servicemen's Read justment Act 
i tsel f, 1944, Rhode Island State 
College inaugurated its prototype 
Liberal Studies curriculum. 

The defini tion , hence the growth, 
of thi s curriculum remained fl ex
ible until the needs and expecta
tion s of the veterans were actually 
con fron ted . Th e stati stics are tell-

OVERCROWDING 1N ing. Appl icants for adm iss ion to Liberal Studi es rnse from 
GENERALCHEMISTRYLAB 50 in 1944 to 239 in 1947, and in th is latter year the Co l-

RANGER HALL , 1947 lege also founded its own chapter of th e national honor soc i-
couriesy or Univers ity ety in History, Ph i Alpha Th eta. The selec ti vity of the Liberal 
1I,·chives a11<1 Special Studi es program necessaril y increased such that in 1947 

Cottecuo11s only one quarter of tl1ose app lying could be aclmitted and 
serviced. Th is increase occurred in the fa ce of th e relent
less local (Providence Journan ed itorializing questioning 
the advisa bi li ty of a liberal program at the State College. 
(Report of th e Committee on Bachelor of Arts Degree dated 
December 8, 1947.) 

In res ponse to "on site" expectations by th e returned vet
era ns, the Libera l Studies curriculum was apprnpriately 
elaborated, mod ified and eventually codified in such a way 
that a Bachelor of Arts degree, which had never before been 
ava ilable to a Rh ode Island State College graduate. emerged 
as a se r ious goa l and a rea listic poss ibility. "Unforeseen 
influences" indeed had emerged at the Co llege. 

l 
\ 
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"Dividends Unlimited" 
Explosive Growth and Hastening 
Maturity at Rhode Island State College 

As students reco llec t, Pres ident Woodward 's 
public refrain during th e mid-1940s was to remark 
to each entering class that it was the largest to enter 

the College and that "The College had come 
a long way. " The first peacetime class was 
that of the freshmen greeted by Woodward 
on September 18, 194 5. Not surprisingly, 
military analogies pervaded Woodwarcl's 
public addresses ("Freshman week for co l
lege students is something like the brief
ing room of an air force") but th e princi
pa I obj ec t ive s of co ll ege edu ca tion 
professed by Woodward and "Particularly 
[Lo] a land-grant co llege such as ours" was 
a combination whose emphas is was "first, to lea rn to li ve, OVERSEEING ERECTION OF 

and second , to lea rn to make a living··; that is, a "comb in a- QUONSET HUTS , CA . 1946 

tion of cultural and profess ional preparation. " Showing Dea n 11 aro 1c1 

Overall , as th e new postwar cross roads was reached, Browning. Pres ident 

rhetori cal emphas is wa s subtly shifting in Woodward's re- \Vooclwarcl ancl Governor 

marks toward Libera l Studi es first, then professiona l tra in- John o. Pastore 

ing. "Many will be the ca lls upon us to render special ser- co11rlesy oru11ivcrsily 

vices, to broaden our curriculum . to provide for increas ing Archives a11<1 Special 

enrollment, Lo rehabili tate our ca mpus life, .. the Pres ident co11ccuo11s 

announced in "F'rnm Swords To 
Ploughshares ,'· hi s Convocation 
Aclclress of September 20, 1945. 
The forming of reasoned civilian 
leaders From Lile acaclemy (the 
colleges and univers ities) had 
becom e a dri ving need wh en 
measured aga in st the horror 
and human debasement of the 
ato mi c bomb wh ich fell ed 
Hirnshima only a month ea rli er 
(August 6). Woodward recogni zed that the Co ll ege's recon
ciling of new forces with older va lu es wa s "a mighty work 
Ll1 at must be clone." (Report of the President. ·1945-46) 

The Co llege 's ro le in creating informecl leaclers For the 
next generation was matchecl in 1945 by its des ire to sup
port ongoing research on the part of its faculty. a desire 
which also signalecl a resumption of the Wriston Committee's 
recommendation s. A report on postwar faculty re sea rch 
poli cies was acceptecl by Ll1 e State Board of Tru stees 
(Minutes of January 3. 1946) . Anticipating the co ntinued 
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STUDENT RESIDENTS OF growLh in facu I Ly a ppoi n Lm en ts, it officia I ly recogn ized Lhe 
auoNsET "HUT CITY," imporLa nce of resea rch as in Legra I Lo L11e College program 

CA. 1948 and encouraged it thro ugh red uced Leachi ng, personnel 
"n route to c lass assisLance, trave l expenses for profess ional meetings ancl 

cour1<'s.1 ofUt1iversi l.) even a Co ll ege supported publ ication ser ies. Lin ked wiLh 
Archives a t1 r1 Specia l resea rc h wa s Lhc development of grad uate study: Leaching 

co 11cclio t1s and resea rch ass ista nts were approved ancl stipends were 
budgeLed for Lh em. Finall y, responding to mili tary innova
tions in in sLructiona l Lechnology, necessa ry new equipm ent 
purchases were made and introduced into the classrnom . 
Espec iall y important were aud io-visua l mater ials and 
req uisite deli very sys tems. 

B uL. immediately facing_a l.l postwar administrators in 
higher education. nationally, wa s the huge in flux or 
stucl ents and concom ita nt housing and fac ili ties 

shortage. AL Rhocle Island State College preference was given 
first Lo return ing students, then veterans resident in Rhode 
Island and only therea fter Lo out-of-state veterans. Quonset 
l1uts were impol'Lcd and erected, surplus mil itary property 
acquired, a "Memorial" nion in tribute Lo WWII heroism to 

be used for socia lly responsib le recrea tion and cu ltura l ac
LiviLy wou ld be bui lt through private subscription fu nclrai sing 
and architects were selec ted for a new gymnasium. By ·1946 
(Lhe Class of 1950) on ly one in five seeking enro ll ment could 
be admitted to Lh c Co llege (550 freshmen were accepted 
frnm Lile poo l of 3000) and they contras ted enormously in 
type sin ce half or these students had served in Lile army 
forces wh ile ha lf had on ly recenLly graduated from l1igh 
school. In Rhocle Island Lile academic potentia l or the veter
ans wl10 had matriculated a yea r before. in 1945, as nation
al ly, was already proven. As Pres ident Woodward announced 
in his ··Remarks Lo Freshmen" on September 17, 1946. 

"Th ey have demonstrated a degree of maturity, a se ri-

UN IVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND 19 

ousness of pu rpose, a defini teness of aim , and a capac ity ror 
ind ustry which have rai sed tl1 e scholastic levels of th e co l
lege. Th eir wo rk has been decidedly super ior ... 

With tl1 e accommodati ng of a diverse student bocly, 
extra-curricular ca mpus life also revived. Resump
ti on of inter-co lleg iate footba ll , co ll ege ba nd , 

rrate rn iLies (whose ac ti vities had been suspended for four 
years and whose houses had served as dormitories) and a 
ra nge of spec ial in terest clu bs and soc ieties rei nvigorated 
ca mpus lire. A te n-year build ing program wa s deve loped by 
Lhe Board in 1945 and significantly "presented Lo the peo ple" 
in 1946. Ma jor fac iliti es iL envisioned were permanent 
dormi tor ies ror men and women, a new gymnasiu m, a stu 
dent un ion and discrete permanent buildings for Adm inis
LraLion, Agricul ture, Chemistry, Phys ics, as we ll as a build
ing exc lusive ly fo r classroom use. 

Still. the emergency support of severa l federal prngrams 
prnviding surp lus properties rema in ed criLi cal on Lhe near 
Lcrm, 1946. Lo l1ouse Lhe incoming class. Prom Wickford ca me 
temporary dormi tor ies to serve as an ann ex Lo Roosevelt 
I lall, a Quonset "Hu t City" housed male sLudents, "C lu b 400" 
was th e popu lar name of an emergency auxiliary dini ng 
space. NoL quite ready at Lhe sLart of the schoo l year but 
anticipaLed and insta lled shortly were apartment hu ts for 
married veterans, Lil e convers ion of barracks at nearby F'orl 
Kea rn ey into aparLmenLs for stuclents and facul ty, a tempo
rary student union compri sed or five huLs and add itional huts 
from tl1e Sun Va lley Nava l ReservaLion for classrooms, labo
rato ri es, ol'fices ancl an auxiliary gym nasium. Rh ode Island 
SLaLe Co ll ege boa sLed that iL wa s Lile firsL institution Lo 
rece ive an allotm ent of QuonscL hu ts (Lile l1igl1esL quali Ly of 
Lh en-temporary sLructures) and Lh e firsL in Lh e co un try to 
receive bu ildings under the new Federa l Works Acl ministra
Lion. The Co llege·s own ex tensive "Hut City"' was filmed and 
rea tured in a "Ma rch of Time" newsree l segment surveying 
Lhe naLional housing shortage. 

I n hi s "Th is is Yo ur Co llege" add ress ol' l'a ll, 1946, Presi
dent Woodward gratefu lly recognized governmenLassis
tance to higher education as a continu ing and farsighted 

national comm itm ent inaugurated and co nd itioned by the 
G. I. Bill: 

"IL is lrue lhat the provisions of lhe bill are a reward for 
nalional service and a means of' compensa ling the veteran 
for the time he has given in lhe nalional service. Bul more 
than Lhis, the assistance which lhe Pederal Government is 
giving lo lhe thousands of service men and women who will 
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be on our campus this fall and lO the thousands in other 
insliLulions represents one of lhc besl in vcsunenls lhe gov
emmenl can make in ils public funds. fl is a recognilion of' 
the importance of' an cclucaled and trained cilizenry. par
licularly an educa lion for leadership in Lhe professions and 
in lhe higher ca llings in life.·· 

B ut the demands upon the Co ll ege in L11 e period 1945-
48 were comprehensive ly intensifi ed by th e 
pressure or unprecedented numbers. In 1945 a fi ve 

year prn jec tion for enrollment was 1500, but by September 
1947, thanks to the veterans, tl1at number already had been 
reacl1ed. Highly qua li fi ed faculty were hi red in record num
bers Lo accommodate a six day per week, eighteen-credit 
teaching load. Even that pr ior fall (1946) library overcrowd-

ing was so severe during evening 
hours th at students were turned 
away for lack of space. Ji rom quan
tity or auxiliary housing and teach
ing units to quantity of books placed 
on reserve, shortages were en
clemic. 

"Dividends Unlimited " was the 
name of the planning booklet issued 
by the Board of Trustees as a March 
1947 Bulletin of th e Co llege. Thi s 
signifi ca nt long range planning 
document - direc ted primarily Lo-

INTERIOR OF ouoNSET HUT ward state legislators and the bond issue-voting pub lic - was 
DORMITORY, CA. 1948 preclicated on the College as an investment in which all Rhode 
co11rr.esy or Univers ity Island owned a share, with dividends benefiting everyone in 
f\l'chivcs ancl Special the pas t and in yea rs LO come. as A.L. Kelley, Chairman or 

co 11cctions the Board, emphas ized in hi s dedicatory statement. (Kell ey 
wa s President of L11 e Providen ce In stitution for Savings and 
had a long, productive tenure on Lh e Board, from 1939-55. 
He served twice as its chairman [1941-46: 1950-55] both 
criti ca l per iocls of growth for Lim College/Unive rsity.) Tl1 e 
Board's plan made plain at the outset Lh aL Lile Coll ege's 
Morrill Ac t mi ss ion had been misconstrued: 

--contrary lO lhe concept which prevai led for many 
years .. . [lhe land gran/, college} was lo leach nol only agri
cullUre and the mechanic arts but subjects related lO them. 
Moreove,: it was lo include olher scienlific and classica l 
slUdies. fl was lo provide nol only practica l education bul 
liberal education as well.·· 

With many supporting examples, the document pointed 
out that Col lege's abundant and long-sta ncling se rvice Lo the 
state had paid demon strab le "d ividends," wiLl1 its contribu-
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tion during the war yea rs only the most recent manifesta- TORCHLIGHT PARADE , 

tion . But Lim document repea tedly emphasized the non-tech- MARCH 26 , 1947 

nica l contributions of the College: Showing Kings ton student 

.. ,l has added richly lo the cultural life of the slate: ii, has ac ti vists paradi ng in 

promoted agricullural and industrial progress: it has in- support or new building 

creased the states income and taxable pmperly va lues ... The and dormitory 

grealesl conlribulion of lhe college. however, has been ... in accommoclaLions as 

lhe men and women whose lives it has influenced ancl en- reco mm en ded in 

riched. A sta le·s greatest asset is lhe character ancl ability 
of its people.·· 

The Boarcl's document li kewise made clear that the state 
lrnd heretofore clea rl y under-recognized its Co llege·s 
contribu tions since it had not financial ly supported it. 

Based on the most recent U.S. Department of Education fig
ures, while Rl1ode Island was 7th of 48 states in per capita 
income, it ranked an abysmal 39th in per ca pita expendi
tu res for higher education . The G. I. Bill veterans posed a 
most urgent accommodation prob lem. but the doc ument 
pointed out that even pre-wa r situation housing and institu
tiona l facilities fe ll far short of minimum standards for safety 
ancl effi ciency. Purthermore. it stated that a publicly sup
ported institution - unl ike a private one - ca nnot limi t en
rol lments, nor exet'cise preference or discr imination of Rhode 
Island students on the ba sis of race, sex or religious faith , 
so that .. an enlarged program, an enlarged staff, and an in
crease in physi cal fac ilities .. were be ing ca lled for. 

On a First 5-yea r and second 5-yea r timetable a wicle range 
of bui ldings was urgently targeted. including a new Admin
istration bu ilding to all eviate the combin ed Lib rary/Ad min
istration burden but also to expand the Library's square foot
age (wh ich ranked at the bottom or institutions its size even 
juclgecl by prewar enrollment figures). Por immed iate builcl
ing needs of assorted instructional buildings, a gym nas ium
armory, the Memorial Union and clormitories, $3,830,000. 
was being soughL-wiLl1 less Lhan half requested from pub
lic fund s. a figure reducible even Further if apprnpriate Federa l 

.. Di viclencls Unlimi ted" 

Courtesy or Roswell S. 

Bosworlh. Jr. 
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RHODE ISLAND STATE legis lation were pa ssecl. Of course, accord ing Lo the docu-
COLLEGE , CAMPUS , 1947 ment, increased revenue l'rnm student Fees ft'om an enlarged 

Ac ,•ia l View student body were projected. Th ese would help substantially 
(Nole 011onset .. 11uL CiLy.. Lo orrseL enlarged buclgets for fu ture operation and mainte-

aL righL) nance. 
cou rt csJ or U11ivcrsn.v T11 e Board's well -researched ye t user-friend ly document 
Archives and Specia l concluded with the Lh ema Lic Coda that, "The many publ ic 

cotteclions services of L11e co llege add to Lhe wcalLll of the state and 
increase iLs revenues. Dividends in better living for all the 
people of the state accrue from the investment in educa
tional faci li ties at t11eir State Co llege." Bol stered by a state
wide educa tion al ca mpaign in which many student leaders 
playecl a strateg ic part, the vot ing public endorsed tlie 
Co llege's proj ec ts in a June 1947 rel'crendum by a margin or 

7:1. 
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The clea r subtext of the 1947 
planning docum ent - the 
tex t lying beneath Lhe ca ll 

for necessa ry practica l imprnve
ments - was a comm itment Lo an increas ingly visible Libera l 
Arts profil e for Lile Co llege. Inaugurated in 1944, the Libera l 
Stud ies curr iculum or iginally encompassed fo ur majors -
Econom ics, Engli sh, Hi story and Modern Language - and 
seventeen minors, from Art to Zoo logy, we re approved. Over
all, this newes t course of Study wa s 
characterized fOL'm ally (Ma y, 1945 
Co llege Ca talogue) as "broader and 
more 'libera l' than is offered in the 
more technica l or profess ional cur
ri cula.·· In language resonant of then
contemporary idea ls and va lues, it 
was antic ipated that graduates from 
tl1 is cu rri cu I um 

.. should have a facile use of' their 
own and a foreign language. should 
undersland the scientific method in 
this age of science. should understand our nation's hislOry, 
its ideals. its resources and its place in worlcl society, and 
should be able lO make sa lisfacwry adjuslments in their re
lations with individuals and groups. should apprcciale spiri
tual and philosophical va lues. should derive pleasure from 
lilerature and the other arts, should enjoy physical and men-
lat hea lth, and should be able to use resources with both 
economic ancl eslhelic gratification. ·· 

D espiLe mention of "philosophica l va lues," tliere was 
res istance to the institution of Philosophy as a course 
offer ing, although it was parL of the class ica l defin i

tion of Libera l Arts and argued as a tunclamental prerequisite 
for legitim ate Unive rsity status in th e 1939 vVL' iston Report. 
But Liberal Stud ies graduates or State Co llege as la te as 1949, 
when diplomas would first proudly bear the Bachelor of Arts 
imprint, were exempt frnm Ph ilosophy. It began to be taught 
on ly in the spr ing semester of 1949 by a new professo r named 
W. Ol ive r Ma rtin-chairperson of a department of which he 
was sole member. 

Th e first four courses to be taught we re a l1igl1ly conse r
va tive representation of Pl1i losophy, Ph ilosoph y as classi
ca lly defin ed. No soc ially or religiously controversial form s 
of 20th-century Pl1ilosoph y were taught, so that no poten
tial for asocial or irreligious texts existed. Tlie re wo uld be 
an exceptionally long gestation of the Philoso phy program; 
it wa s a recognized minor subjec t in 1959 and became a 
major on ly in 1962. 

JOHN NICHOLAS BROWN 

RECEIVING HONORARY 

DEGREE FROM PRESIDENT 

WOODWARD 

1948 Comm encemenL 

Ceremony. Rh ode Island 

Sta le Co ll ege 

Court.esy or U11ivers ily 

A rchives anc/ Special 

Co //eclions 
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ORIGINAL RHODE ISLAND 

STATE COLLEGE DIPLOMA 

I n retrospect, th e teaching or 
Ph ilosophy at Rhode Island's non
cl enom in a Li ona I State Co ll ege 

revea ls an interesting social chapter 
in the story or the College·s asserting 
itse lf within the State. Rhode lslancl 's 
religious prorilc, or which its student 
bocly was a refl ec tion, was atypically 
we ighted in term s ol' i ts Rom an 

Ca tho li c base. Consiclering neighboring New England states 
alone, 55% or Rl1ocl e Island was Ca tholi c ve rsus 43% or 

Bachelor or Science Ma ssac hu se tts ancl 35% or Co nn ec ti cut. Th ese are 1950 
Degre e in Liberal Sluclies diocesa n fi gures given in Jay P. Dolan. eel., The American 

issued in 19 -1 s Calholic Parish I (New York and Mahwa h: Pauli st Press, 1987). 
coul'l csJ or Roger e. But the Co llege·s administrators ancl Facul ty were predom inantly 

Lavallee not or thi s raith. In aclclition ancl li ke ly complica ting the situa
tion runhcr, the Dean of the th en-Schoo l or Science was known 
to be a high ranking member or the Freemasons. Six religiou sly 
alTiliaLccl student clubs existed on the ca mpus in 1948, ye t th e 
size or their membership clifferccl 1'acl ica lly. Th e orga niza tions 
were Th e Asbury Club spon sored by the Met11ocl isL Church; The 
Baptist Group for members of the Baptist Chu rch; The Ca nter
bury Club sponsored by the Episcopa l Church; Hillel for mem
bers or the Jewish fa ith ; The ewman Club for Catholic fellow
shi p: ancl Student Fellowship assoc iated with the Ki ngston 
Congrega tional Church. An umbrella ln ter-F'ai tl1 Orga ni za tion 
es tabli sl1 ecl in 1946 conjo ined all religious groups on ca mpus. 

H crm an F'. Eschenbacher has outlinecl in hi s indispens
able chronicle entitled The Universily of Rhode Island 
llisl0ry(1967) that while momentum was ga ined pub

licly in 1847 for the Co llege to grant the 13.A. degree. conten
tiou sness arose around the Philosophy ques tion. Hesitations 
were vo iced , particular ly by leaders of Rhode lslancl religious 
communities, at the anticipated inclusion or Ph ilosophy in Lile 
Li bera l Studies projec t. Agreeing with what he unclerstoocl Lo 
be Rom an Catholi c opposition, th e ca non ancl rec tor of St. 
Micliael's Episcopal Church in Bri sto l sermonized on January 
5, 1947 about philosophy's cl angers Lo the raitllrul ancl that ser
mon was quoted the nex t day in the state's newspaper of record, 
The Providence Journal. In a letter Lo Llie Catholic newspaper, 
the Providence Vis ilOr of January 9, 1947, an anonymous stu
clent member of the Newman Club precli ctecl that a Ca thol ic 
cer tainly would not be appoin ted Lo teach Philosophy, given 
President Wooclwarcl·s perce ived record or not hiring sufficient 
··outstancling Ca tholic and Jewish clea ns ancl professors." Th e 
student rurth er sugges ted that it wou ld be "State suicide" to 
proceed in the accustom ed exc lusionary manner rega rding the 
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hiring of a proressor in thi s particu
lar ri elcl. As Eschenbacher points 
out, the stucl ent ·s refern nce to 
Woodward's hi ring pattern referred 
back to a dangerous contest a yea r 
ea rli er. Th en, the pastor at St . 
Francis of Ass isi Church, Wakefielcl, 
attributed anti-Ca tholic bias Lo the 

£4ohr b laub &tatt C!lnllrgr In artatblllU't mtt~ tltr nrmnlttl'Ubwton tif tqr 
J'uculfll anll 5uarb JJ1 i?rm5ll'tf unb bg uutfJiirtty uf tiµ- fnutt 

ltritbg t unftrs llfl011 

i!!usmrll S>rmrll llusmurtlr. :ilr. 
tiJtlttsrttof 

l!lurl1rlur uf Arts 
u, ro1ulhtr11llun uf ~hi Q■ irtno cu111.plrtrb lf!r prrarrlbtb Clnun:r of &tnltg 

uublrraUIIUQln 

i:lhrral ~lWirn 

President ancl Wooclwarcl respo nclecl 
in a letter Lo the Bishop or Providence, Frnncis P. Keough, which 
he wrote in con sultation with Gove rnor J. Howa rd McG rath. In 
late r Janumy, 1946 . Wooclward inves tigatecl the matter of his 
faculty's religious beliefs in a conficlential in terna l survey. 

Aga inst the inevitable backdrop of the secular Philoso
phy ques tion, the ca mpaign to legitimize the Libera l 
Studi es curriculum accelera ted among alumni ancl 

stuclents through their respecti ve associations ancl platforms 
like The Beacon, the student newspaper. Th ese ca mps persis
tently champ ion ed offi cial recogn ition of the College's we ll
cleservecl credentials to grant the B.A. degree, long preconce ived 
as lhe significa nt step on the route to becoming a full-fl eclgecl 
University. "We are go ing to have a University of Rhode Island
as soon as the technica li ty of granting us the A 13 (s ic) degree is 
taken ca re of, .. assertecl The Beacon in its September 25. 194 7 
lea cl article. The ca mpaign for the 13.A. was waged in emnest in 
its final yea r. from January, ·1947 which yielclecl a very close 
vote among the Boa rel or Tru stees through January 1948 when 
Ll1 e vote was unanimous ancl t11 e bell s were to llecl in Davis Hall. 

Th e most potent ancl persuas ive argument macle to convin ce 
the Board of the Co llege's preparedness to offer the B.A. was 
arguab ly a Report submitted midway in the ca mpaign th at 
responded throughout to the Wr iston Committee's recommen
clations eight yea rs before. At Pres ident Wooclwarcl's request, 
tile cogent Report was wr itten in on ly one week's time by facu lty 
hi storian Daniel H. Thomas ancl a large (fourteen member) 
faculty comm ittee. The Wri ston Committee·s areas of inquiry 
remained the guiding template for the strategic Report of the 
Committee on Bachelor or Arts Degree. The latter's ri ve-part 
format covered 

I. Increas ing In teres t in L11 e Liberal Arts 
II. Comparati veAnaly isofStaff and CourseO fferings 

in Major Departm ents 
Ill. Analysis of Library Holclings 
IV. Co mparati ve Analys is of Programs Lead ing to a 

Bachelor of Ar ts Degree 
V. Proposa ls 

ORIGINAL RHODE ISLAND 

STATE COLLEGE DIPLOMA 

Bachelor or Arts Degree in 

Libera l Slud ies 

Issued in 1949 (ll1e nrst 

yea r awa rcl cd) 

Co111·1esy or J<oswell Sc 11 ell 

13OSll'Orllt . Jr. 
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It measuI·ed in deta il the Co llege·s current situation aga in st sister 
ew England land-grants and private peer institu tion s to prove 

that State College more than measured up to those already 
granting the B.A. degree. Time had more than arrived : 

··IThe Collcge·s] major Liberal departments are relati ve ly 
stronger in staff and course offer ings than the ave rage of th ese 
institutions wh ich have granted the degree ror years ... 

Th e Thom as Committee·s conclud ing proposals were simp le 
to enact and also in keeping with the content or th e Wr iston 
Committee·s emphas is on classica l educa tion: es tab lish a De
partment or Ph ilosophy: expa nd th e Departm ent or Languages 
to include rour Latin courses; allocate Library appropriations 
to service th e above expansions. 

W itl1 th e Board or Tru stee·s 1948 vo te in unanimous 
favo r or th e B.A. degree. approp I' iate curricul a 
ad ju stments were enacted. The School of Science, long 

a misnom er, became th e School or Arts and Sciences. In teres t
ingly and in a curious tribute to Rhode Island"s in stitution s of 
priva te edu cation, Joh n Nicholas Brown , form er member or the 
Wriston Committee and F'ather Robert Joseph Slavin, Pres i
dent or Providence Co llege. were both awa rded honorary Doc
tor of Law degrees in the February 1, 1948 (sti ll -acceleratecl) 
Rhode Island State Co llege Commencement. Remarkably th e 
Commencement fea turing these Rhode Island private edu ca
tion eminences was held only within weeks of the 13.A. degree's 
success ful passage. 

Para lleling the climate of challenge and change with in Rhode 
lslancl Slate Co llege, Ameri ca n society at large had begun Lo 
e periment with an uncliarted future. The yea r ·1943 brought 
many new beginnings . The Educa tiona l Tes ting Service (l~TS) 
was con solidated in Prince ton. New Jersey; th e first operating 
computer to combine elec tron ic computation with stored in
struction s wa s deve loped by International Bu sin ess Machin es 
(IBM); the first post-experimental television se ts were mar
keted: magnetic audiotape technology was on a Firm rooting at 
the 3M Company; the First Polaroid Ca mera was introdu ced; 
··The Kinsey Report .. (Sexual Behavior in the 1/uman Ma le) was 
published; the Tu cker "48 prototype Dream Ca r was premiered: 
the l'irsL Long Playing Record (33 1/3 rpm ) was demonstrated 
(by Co lumbia Record s): the infec tiou s disease Fighter Penicill in 
became ava ilable for routine medica l usage; Levittown. Penn
sylva nia housing was designed for and marketed exc lusive ly Lo 
veterans; and the .S. Congress approved the Ma rshall Plan or 
economic reconstruction fo 1· postwar t:urope. 
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0 nee Rh ode Island State 
College had been ce rtifi ed 
to awa rcl L11 e B.A. degree 

in Liberal Stud ies in 1948, th e 
'"evol utionary process·· was underway, as Daniel Th omas 
rigl1tl y predicted. such that th ere would be '" no major ob
stacle Lo Uni vers ity status ... (The Beacon, February 20, 
1948.) Rhetor ic wa s naturally more tempered on th e sea
soned admi ni stration side than on that of the impati ent stu 
dents. In attributing comments to a "new arr iva l on ca m
pu s," th at pr ior fall semester th e stud ent news paper 
demanded, "Why isn't this co ll ege a university? We l1 ave 
2,500 stu clents and th ey ca ll us a college. We' re the only 
state in the country that doesn·t have a [state] unive rsity. 

PORTRAIT OF CARL It's time we did som eth ing about it!'' (The Beacon. Septem-
wooowARD , 1945 ber 25, 1947) . Indeed. the University of Rhode Island wa s 
(Pres ident. 194 1-58) soon Lo become the last of th e New England land grants to 

Wi lfred 1. Dupllin cy secure Unive rsity sta tu s, following Massac l1u se tts' change 
Oi l on ca nvas in name of May, 1947. 
Courtesy or University In his considered if not understated way, Pres ident Wood-
Ubrary ward wrote Ll1at, "The time has come ror us to consider seri-

ou sly th e steps that remain to be taken before th e institu-
GRADUATION CEREMONY, tion becomes in fact a university ... (Report or th e Pres ident, 
1951 1948-49.) Following precedent, Wooclward appointed a rac-
Univc rsity or Rh ode Island ulty committee, led by thi s Lim e by Dea n of the new Schoo l 
CourlCsy or University of Arts and Sciences Haro ld W. Browning, and it reported in 
1rchives ,111c1 Special spring, 1950. Historian Hermann Esclienbacher summari zes 
Collcclions the content of that report: 

"In size. organiza lion, ancl quality ancl scholarship or faculty 
the Slate College met or exceeclecl eve,y criterion that coulcl 
be clevis eel lO lest its claim ... (Eschenbache1: 34 7) 
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I mm ecliaLely following Lh c repo rt, in sequence and in 
reco rd Lim e Lh e Board of Tru sLces. Governor Denni s J. 
Roberts, ancl th en boLh Houses of Lhe SLaLe·s Lcgisla

LU re consiclerecl the proposa l for Lil e name cl1ange. Seem
ingly ineviLab le Providence Journal res isLa nce LO th e cliange 
cl id opera Le loud ly in th e brief window of public debate time 
proviclccl beginning late fall 1950. BuL by wi nLer. 1951 ancl 
wit11 unprccccl cntccl cooperation and support among state 
legislaLors. Lil e measure wa s introduced ancl pa ssed wiLh 
ouL hcs itaLion. Postwar eclu ca Lional euphori a firm ly exerted 
iLse lf in th e StaLe of Rhode lslancl when Governor Roberts 
signed an exceptionally swil'Lly moving bi ll in LO law on March 
23. 195 1. Th e Act reads, 

·· Whereas. Rhode Island State College, th rough its yea rs 
or development - in size, in organ iza tion, in scope of pro
gram, ancl in ca liber of educational performa nce, embrac ing 
the Ll1ree folcl se rvices of res idential instruction , research, 
ancl cxLcnsion - has atta ined the statu s of a university; ancl 
Wh ereas, th e pres tige of both Lile SLaLe ancl the institution 
would be enl1 ancecl if th e character of th e instituLion were 
more accurately expressed in its titl e; Ll1 crefore, It is en
acLccl [thaL I the name of Rhode Island State Co llege is hereby 
cliangecl LO Uni vers ity of Rh ode Island. " 

JucliLh Tolnick 

Direcl01'. Vine Arts Center Galleries 

Posl-Scripl: Tlie Quon se t Hut apartment tenants - mos tly 
married students - were final ly to lcl to vacate their quarters 
permanently on Pebruary 2, 1956. 

N ow one of th e larges t 
departments on L11 e Uni
ve rsity of Rh ode Island 

ca mpu s with a thri ving progra m 
for majors ancl minors ancl with 
natio nal ly- recogni zed M.A. an cl 
Ph.D . progra ms. Lh e Engli sh 
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Departm ent in 1948 hacl a very different profile ancl mi ss ion. 
At that time L11 ere were only twe lve faculty (l1alf of whom 

left Lh e Department ancl we re rep laced wiL11in Lile next Lwo 
yea rs). Th e normal teaching loacl wa s fifteen hours, though 
Pror. Nancy Potter remembers teaching up to twenLy four 
crecliLs on e semester! Onl y three of the twe lve facul ty wet'e 
women, ancl half of the facul ty were hired without a Ph.D. 
Some of the faculty, li ke ancy Potter ancl Robert Sor lien. 
went on to ea rn a Ph.D. at majo1' institu tions while Liley LaughL 
here fu ll tim e wiLh teaching loads that would kill a camel. 
A new instructor ea rn ecl a sa lary of $3,000. annually. 

For whaLever reasons, fac ulLy ca me ancl wenL raLh er 
bri skly in those yea rs. For exa mple, only six of the twelve 
fac ulLy in 1948 were still at th e Coll ege two yea rs late r: 
George Warren Phillips, ancy A. Potter. Dr. E. ArLhur 
Rob in son. Dr. Wa lter L. Simmons. Dr. Warren D. SmiLh , ancl 
Robert Sorlien. Yet thi s group was noLable for many rea
sons, for as Dr. PoLter reca ll s, "Walter Simmons. our chair. 
was hea cl of Lile ew England College Engli sh Assoc iation ... 
By 1950, Dr. Grace Sherrer, Garold Sharpe, ancl RoberL E. 
Wil l liacl joined t11 e faculty ancl wo uld remain at the College 
to make their own mark. T11 ese nine decli catecl peo ple pro
viclecl t11 e foundation. vision, ancl incredibly l1arcl work tliat 
have marked th e development of the English Depa rtm ent 
ancl brought honor to the institution over the yea rs. 

Dr. Robert "Sparks" Sorlien t'emembers the period Lh at 
imm ecliate ly prececl ecl 1948: 

"Following the end of World War II. remarkabl e, unprec
edented changes occurred at Lil e State Co ll ege in Kingston . 
We grew from a sLucl ent body of 1200 to one of 1800 within 
th e first eigl1t months of 1946 as veterans enrol led under 
th e G. I. Bi ll of Rights ancl our sparse fa culty hacl to be aug
mented. Wh en I ar ri ved at L11e encl of January, 1946, fresh 
from service in the 4tl1 Marine Division ancl Lwo yea rs in the 
Pacific. our department had a lia nclful of old timers. chaired 
by Dr. Kenneth Kn ickerbocker (back from Nava l duty) . along 
witl1 our exuberant professo r of Shakespeare. Dr. Warren 
Smi th ; Dr. Lee Wi lson, a Lalented pianist in charge of play
production: George Philli ps. a WWI vet: and two or three 
others including Dr. KenneLh Barnard . These were joined in 
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summer by a Virg inia gentleman, Pl'O l'essor Wa lter Si mmons 
as clia irman (fo llowing Dr. Knickerbocker's depa rture For 
Tennessee or Kentucky) and by Dr. Arthur Robin son, whom I 
hacl th e l1 onor of escorting to mee t Dean Harn lei Brnwning at 
Greene Hall. The Foll owing year we welcom ecl Nancy A. J. 
Potter to our ranks (What a scholar ly and personal deligl1 t 
sl1e proved to be, as even our ra tlier crotchety Department 
secretary acknowleclgecl) ." 

T l1ough all the faculty l1ad to teach composition , speech, 
ancl other introdu ctory courses , the junior fa culty 
carr ied a particular ly heavy teaching burden in t11ose 

da ys when publ ication s were not a major requirement for 
tenure or promotion. F'or example. Dr. Potte1' says, "I know 
that I taught two sections of Englisl1 1 [Composition-with 
25 to 30 students in eact1 class]. two of English 31 (the Lit. 
component conta ining heavy wr iting [about 8 themes each 
semes ter-with 35 students in each class]) , ancl a section 
of th e ba sic speech class (D iscuss ion). " Slie says wryly, 
"Some of us taught Engin eering Report Wr iting ancl Busi
ness Engli sh-but I woulcl prefer not to remember the deta il s 
of those ... Classes were large, ancl advanced courses were 
ta ught by senior facul ty in the Departm ent. Jun ior fac ul ty 
felt fortun ate to teach an occasional Survey course in 
literature. 

The student body wa s macle up or botl1 traclit ional stu
dents ancl ve teran s of Wor ld War II. Facul ty (ancl students) 
From that ti me remember the excitement generated by the 
more mature men who appreciated new opportuni ties For 
education that they would never have enjoyed without fed
eral governm ent support. Faculty ta lk about Llie class room 
atmosphere of exc itement ancl clia llenge fl'Om these non
tracl itional students (many with families) wl10 brought enor
mous experience ancl a sense of res ponsibility that younger 
students ca nnot be expected Lo have. Yet both Dr. Potter and 
Dr. Sor lien al so remember wit11 ronclness th e younger stu
dents. Dr. Sor lien reca ll s L11 e stra igh t-A student like Nan cy 
Reynol cls and the less proficient wr iters like James W. 
Ain sworth, "who became a lifelong rriencl. " As l1 e says, "I 
enjoyed al most all of my students ... 

Students attenclecl classes six cla ys a week. with some 
classes helcl on Saturday morning. As Dr. So rlien notes, "I 
well remember one student's wem ing her marching-band 
uniform to my 11 o·clock class: many of tl1 e others brought 
th eir suitcases which L11 ey began to pick up about 11 :45 .. as 
th ey pre pared to heacl home For the weekend. Class cuts 
were limited to three per semes ter. according Lo one re
porter: however, Dr. Sor lien reca ll s tl1at "We frequently t1ad 
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prob lems with students who cut cla sses ... And tl1 e ca lenclar 
was consiclcrab ly different from the present schedu le: classes 
for th e l~all semester began on September 16 ancl the las t 
clay of fina l exa minations wa s January 29: classes for L11 e 
Spring sem es ter bega n on February 9 ancl final exam s cndecl 
on June 10. Commencement Exe rcises we re l1 elcl on June 
J 3. It woulcl seem that class sc l1 edu les and the calenclar 
were not des igned to accommoclate students who were re
quired to work to support Ll1em se lves, as so many or our 
present-clay stud ents must do. 

Dr. Potter reca ll s other interesti ng experiences with stu
dents: ·w e clid have a lively Engl isl1 club, namecl Scro ll , and 
produced a literary magazine. In the 1950s we hacl th e un
remarkable icl ea that we should test all freshmen during 
Orientation, all together in Edwards Hall , wr iting th eir es
says on lap boards. We spent the next day readi ng all these 
papers ancl th en ass igning some students to Honors type 
sections ancl the ot11 er extrem e to less elite groups. That 
diverting strategy dicl not last long." 

The English Program 

Then hou sed in Quinn Hall and So uth Hall (clemoli shecl 
for th e Carlotti Adm inistration Bu ilcling) , th e English 
Department between 1948 and 1951 included Litera

ture , Speech, Tl1eater, Journal ism. Composition, and Tech
nica l Report Writ ing. The undergraduate Engli sh major wa s 
be ing clevelopecl at thi s Lim e, and the co urses in literature 
were pr imarily on Engli sh li terature, with on ly five out of 
twenty Fi ve li terature courses on, or including, Amer ica n li t
erature. However, Nancy Potter remarks, "Curiou sly, Wor lcl 
Li t. became a popu lar course in the early 50s, and I l'ouncl it 
a splend id co urse to teacl1." She notes also that the syllab i 
incluclecl almost exclusive ly deacl , white males (notab ly Eu
ropean males). and "the introd uctory co urses were taught 
with the use of a handbook (1-l arbrace Handbook whicl1 went 
thrnugl1 many ed itions). Along with tlie literature anL11 ology 
we seemed to be cl ecl icatecl to essay anthologies. which. I 
guess, provicl ecl moclels." Th e literature antho logies com
monly usecl at that time inclu cl ecl th e following: Unclerstancl 
ing Fiction by Cleantl1 Brooks ancl Robert Penn Warren 
(1943), An Approa ch to Literature by Brnoks, Wart'en, ancl 
Purser (1946), and Uncl erstancl ing Poetry by Brooks ancl 
Warren (1950). AL'm strong·s Public Speaking for Everyone 
wa s probab ly usecl ror in troductory Speech courses. 

Dr. Pottet' speaks. I'm sure. for everyone who taught at 
Rhocle lslancl State College (now th e Unive rsity of Rhode 
lslancl) at that time wl1en she conclucl es, "A lthough al l thi s 
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sounds rather uneventfu l, upon consideration I rea l ize th at 
we were trying to do our best following va t' ious demands
the profess ion, the contemporary student body, the arrange
ment of the College of Science (unti l ·1948) and then th e rea l 
Co llege of Arts and Sc iences afte r March 1948. Tl1e faculty 
was qu ite diverse and , perhaps thanks to the market and 
th e geography and va r iou s other factors, I th in k th at we did 
a reasonably good job. Wh en I used to chat with co ll eagues 
at th e pub lic in stitutions throughout New England, I would 
be reassurecl th at we were in th e mainstrea m and perhaps 
swimming nea r th e l'ront. ·· 

,~o r those of us wl10 know peo ple who attended th is insti
tution during those yea rs, I ca n say with certain ty that the 
facul ty clid far more th an "a reasonably good job. " It was a 
remarkable job, and these peo ple left a legacy for later 
faculty-li ke me-who l1 ave struggled to measure up to th eir 
im age and th eir sta ndards. 

Thi s material was taken from the University of Rl1ode 
Island Archives and from tl1e memories of fac ul ty. 
I wish to th ank parti cular ly Professo rs Na ncy Potter 

and Rober t "Sparks" Sorlien for their enduring generos ity, 
grea t good will , and remarkably accurate memories in shar
ing their remini scences with me. My wa rm memories of both 
of them-as teachers, scholars, co lleagues, friend s, and mod
els of prn fess ionali sm-have defined the dri ving pr inciples 
whicl1 in flu enced my own and many other ca reers. Th eir con
tr ibutions to th e evolution of the Engli sh Department wil l 
remain embedded in th e hi story of the College of Arts and 
Sciences and the growth of this Unive rsity. 

Lois A. Cuddy 
Professor of English and Women 's SlUdies 

Th is booklet has been printed in an edition of 1.500 copies by Island l)r inting. 
Warwick. Rhode Island. It was designed by Ru ssell Kolton with type styles for 
text in Penicc and Helve tica Condensed, and clisplay tex t in Kau fmann; fonts 
remini scent of those used 50 years ago. 
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