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Generously funded by
the National Endowment
for the Humanities
Humanities Collections
and Reference Resources
(HCRR) program, the
goal of this initiative is
to produce a set of open
data resources, based on
the papers of Dana A.
Dorsey (1868 - 1940).

https://go.fiu.edu/dorsey
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Miami, _.rosila;

re dJ.
My Dear oir: Johnni

I enclose certified HhOSOubQLLC Gopy OI Tne
will of J.dJ. Hurd, dated Wovember 29th, 1916, and by
reading same you will gatﬂer that JOHP]IE Bell LuttlﬁOT
(nee JDﬂﬂSOQ) and Lizzie lays were bequeathed jointly
certalin ava}ertj on Ave. G.,_Jivﬂl, this land being
Aot 39 and thenorth hatf-ofTot-44 (37 feeti=iny

56¥, ,_,.J.wi’:ii .

J.J. Hurd died in December 1916, and im
after his death the will was ‘QHL??P& to Probate in
County. The addit ho“ul property referred to in the
as being in Baldwin's m£fLthuh, I am unable to find
record of and there was no inventory fyled among the Pr
ate papers,

On- August 2ad, 1919, J.D. Jawyer, one of the
beneficiaries under ﬁho will, to whom ha
a%z]

Lot 45, and the south one-half of Lot 44 in Bloek 36N,

er
Q

- Introduction

to the

been h@yﬂ@iﬂlﬁﬁ

Miami (immediately a&JGl;ll2 the Lotimore and Mays property)

broucht an action in Chancery in the Dade County Courts



e The historical data that we are using in the grant
focuses on a collection of papers that belonged to
Dana A. Dorsey. Dorsey was regarded as Miami’s
first Black millionaire, who was known to have
amassed wealth through real estate. He moved to
Miami in the late 1890’s and lived there until his

passing in 1940. OverVieW Of

e The collection consists of 291 documents which
include warranty deeds, mortgages, legal G
documents, and correspondence, detailing the ra’nt
properties and locations of what were the newly
created Miami sub-divisions from around 1900

through 1940.




e Transcripts of the papers
as unstructured text with
full text search and bulk
download format in our
data repository,

e Derived tabular data,

e A map with geolocation
of the Dorsey properties,

e A geo-rectified 1925
map,

e A workshop series and
presentations,

e And a white paper
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Help us to better understand
the interpersonal networks,
community building, and
investments and paths of
success for Black people in
this community during the
pre-redlining era.

Human-
centered
historical
data on the

Black
community

e How do we extract data
from legal documents?

e How do we build personal
stories from transactional
data?
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w of the Clerk of the Cirenit Court o g ' at page & 83. ot thg_ Pul')hc Records of
Dade County, Florids, ia Plat Book f - Dade County, Florida,lao,
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Will- Short Form,

Drew’'s Form P.C. 455. Printed and for sale by the H. & W. B. Drew Company Jacksonville, Fla.
In the name of God. Amen

l, J. J. Hurd

being of sound mind and memory and considering the uncertainty of this frail and transitory life,
do therefore make, ordain, publish and declare this to be my last Will and Testament, that is to
say:

First - After all my lawful debts are paid and discharged, | give and bequeath unto my daughter,
Westina Trapp, all the property of which | am possessed located and being at Perrine Dade
County, State of Florida;

To W. B. Sawyer, M.D: One half of my property on Avenue “G” , beginning at the corner of 4th St
and Ave “G" city of Miami, Dade Co., Fla.

To Lizzie May and Johnny Bell Lattimer the other half of my property on avenue “G” beginning
where the pond bequeathed to doctor W. B. Sawyer ends. Also | give to my grandchildren Lizzie
Mae and Johnny Ball Latimer all of my property situated in the part of Miami known as Baldwin's
addition.

Likewise | make, constitute an appoint Alan Stokes and John R Scott junior to be executors of
this my last Will and Testament, hereby revoking all former Wills by me made. In Witness
Whereof, | have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed my seal the 29th day of November in
the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and sixteen.

J. J. Hurd his mark seal

The above partly written and printed instrument was subscribed by the said J. J. Hurd in our
presence and acknowledged by him to each of us; and he at the same time declared the above
instrument so subscribed to be his last Will and Testament; and we at his request, have signed
our names as witness hereto in his presence and in the presence of each other, and written
opposite our names our respective places of residence.

a goal, textual accuracy becomes even more pressing.
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v Last_Name
A B C
Last_Name Full_Name Alt_Name_1
Allen Homer B. Allen
Bernard Ida Bernard
Bernard Peter Bernard
Bethune Albert Bethune
Bowen L. Blanche Bowen
Bragg H. S. Bragg H. S. Braggs
Bragg Julia Bragg
Brickell Belle G. Brickell
Brickell Mary Brickell
Broughton James Broughton
Broughton Mamie Broughton
Brown LLoyd Brown
Burdine R. Burdine
Burnside Mabel I. Burnside
Cambridge James Cambridge
Cambridge Mary Cambridge
Campbell or Campbelle  J. J. Campbell
Carter A. J. Carter
Carter Daisy Carter
Caulus Toney Caulus
Chaille Carrie K. Chaille
Chaille W. H. Chaille
Chapman William Augusta Chapman
Clarke James E. Clark
Colville C. J. Colville
Cooley L. A. Cooley
Cooley Nannie B. Cooley
Crawford Clay Crawford H. Clay Crawford
Deveaux John H. Deveaux
Dorsey Dana Albert Dorsey Dana A. Dorsey

Rebecca Dorsey

Rebecca Livingston

Defaul... ~

Alt_Name_2

D. A. Dorsey

Rebecca L. Dorsey

- (0] +

Alt_Name_3

Rebecca L B Dorsey

Gender

woman

man

man

man

woman

man

woman

Marital Status

Single
Married to W. H.
Chaille

Married to Carrie
K. Chaille

Married to Nannie
B. Cooley

Married to L. A.
Cooley

Married to
Rebecca Dorsey

Married to Dana
Albert Dorsey

H

Recorded
Race

= v | -
I
Role
Notary Public
Secretary

Pl v A~ o

Business_Affiliation

0

O«

Data

Extraction

The State of Florida



e 130 transcripts have been
created from the Dorsey
papers, out of 291 total
records and over 620
pages

e Tabular data has been
derived from 93 of the
291 records

e 295 individuals and 98
business entities have
been identified

Real Estate Boughi, Sold & Exchanged

L Ne. 1B1.

Phone 1515

D. A. DORSEY
REAL ESTATE

1009 N.W. Second Ave.

WE WILL SELL YOU A LOT AND BUILD ON TERMS
YOUR BUSINESS SOLICITED

[

No of Tile to be furnished
MIAMI, FLA.

Mareh 24,1926
Cuban Tile Ce. agrmes te furmisk floor tile for ox L I leXt
He We 2md Ave. Miami, ,Fla.for Pive humdred sixty five and

$565.60) .Cuban Tile Co, Of Havama, ,Cuba agrees to fu

amount of tlle to eomplete the jJjob im a first eleass & Data
The Cubam Tile Co. sekmowledge Treecelipt of O

12{10& dollars ($113.12)as pirt paymant om the' Jeb when the job is eomplete

and ssespted by D.A.Dorsey to his satisfaetion, D.A. Dorsey will pay to The

Cusban Tile Ce the balames of Four humdred fifty two amd 48/100 dellars

$452.48). Should the Cuban Tile Co. fail to complete job for any reasom all
moneys will be refumded.

Reninls, Money Loaned, Notary Puhl



e With data extracted, so far, we have
made some preliminary network graphs.

e These network graphs allow us to view
the data in a different way--uncovering
patterns and relationships we may not
have noticed in the documents or tabular
data.

e These exploratory visualizations serve as
both an example of how this data could
be used in research, as well as helping to
formulate questions that could be
explored further through other means of
research

What can be done with°this data?



Dorsey Network
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HaD. Sutcliff
William Hulbert

NODES AROUND®; & il

IODES AROUND E.
WILLIAM HULBERE|CHENBURG

4 R. Knowles

NODES AROUND
JAMES E. CLARK

iWe W. Il.Evans ore
'NODES'AROUND
JOHN J. HURD

'f“mo\? /( :
Rebec s iSey
NODES AROUND
¢~REBECCA DORSEY

: P.W. White
‘Fruncex E. Ryan

‘ : %‘\"llliu m M, Macartney

(.L":S- Bragg
NODES AROUND H. S. eoosw

The Dorsey Network

1 @

+ &

@ |

Edit Share v
X Analysis O +
# Clustering :
o
:Oi Nodes around Rebecca Dorsey 23% (21) »
o0 |
o
eO'o Nodes around John J. Hurd 9% (8) »
o0 =
:5% Nodes around H. S. Bragg 5% (5) »
o0 L
L+ ]
oO% Nodes around James E. Clark 4% (4) »
o0 =
:501: Nodes around E. Eichenburg 4% (4) )74

-0

More
Show cluster labels @D
@ Hide all clusters [ ]
Labels threshold
3.5%
# Most central nodes (degree) :

Rebecca Dorsey
Person

i Fi

° John J. Hurd
7
Person
° Allen Stokes
7
Person
o Elizabeth Mays

Person ?
Graph Commons - Harness the intelligence of your networks

Graph Commons is a collaborative platform for mapping, analyzing, and sharing
data-networks

graphcommons
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