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The Case1

Introduction

Can Suminoe Oysters Save the 
Chesapeake Bay?

• The Chesapeake Bay’s extreme pollution levels have
hastened its declining health for years threatening local
animal and plant life.

• Oysters are an important part of keeping the Bay clean, as
they are filter feeders.

• Native oyster populations have dropped to less than 1% of
historic population levels.2

• Oysters are also an important food source for coastal
communities.

• Oysters provide jobs for watermen and oyster farmers to
provide for their families and support local economies.

• Suminoe oysters are another species of oyster, native to
China and Japan.

• The Suminoe oyster has similar environmental needs to the
native eastern oyster.

• State Senator Ben Fisher wanted to assemble a bill for funding
the full-scale introduction to sterile Suminoe oysters to the
Maryland side of the chesapeake.

• The bill was an attempt to try to offset the effects of
declining populations of native oysters in the bay,
the result of habitat degradation, over-harvesting,
and disease.

• Different businesses and water farmers had different opinions
on if the Suminoe Oysters should be added or not and how it
will effect the Bay.

• Groups were broken into different cultural and economic backgrounds—commercial fishermen, traditional watermen, aquaculture
industry, and environmental activists—to address solutions for the Bay’s declining health.

• Each group’s role organized several possible solutions, then chose one to present in front of an assembly to gain their support.

\

The Community Forum

To discuss the given case and expand on the policy briefs, ISCI 121 had a 
community forum meeting. Citizens in a democracy use community forum 
meetings to have their opinions heard. For this meeting, citizen leaders 
presented their arguments publicly, based on the identity of the assigned 
stakeholder, to represent their positions on the introduction of Suminoe 
Oysters in front of the Assembly. The Assembly consisted of Dr. Rhoten, 
Dr. Mark Fink, Dr. Alix Fink, and Dr. Leah Shilling-Stouffer. Each
stakeholder group had 7 minutes to give a clear and professional stance 
on introducing foreign oyster species to the Chesapeake Bay. The 
members of the different groups spoke according to the timeframe, 
answering any follow-up questions the council or Assembly may have. 
Each stakeholder group used evidence discovered during the case study 
to prepare well-organized arguments, attempting to gain the support of the 
Assembly.


	Suminoe Oysters and the Chesapeake Bay: A Case Study
	Recommended Citation

	Oyster poster_ISCI 121 SP23.pptx

