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1 »  BBHSKM
»  . W-Ui? 111/0 g'fe gJ' "13 
 ̂ ?ky[a ̂  -  11^  a.-)

th& hufifnors of Virginia, Seat Virginia, Ohio ami states vr«$fe to 

tho I c lf ic  Ocean, are descendant* of FStSS R0W!®R ¿ q emigrated IVcss 

the lenaras border of S.ltserland to Jjaarle© in 1732* r"—

He »ay ha v© been onative of Hr< never in Gtrmny and of the Teutonic- 

■“orraan stock. I t  is definitely known t ir t  he r e  the third son of a "armn 

Baron who ovned large landed ©states in Han<mr*

Be spoke High Dufcfeh (1’ooh Deutch) and ms a Protest-nt of the • t rtin  

Luttiar school# lie attended on Agricultural College but le ft  r ift  out hie 

:r rents knowing i t  to join «one other youths ootdng to Amrloa# the fqrmn 

rpors carried glowing descriptions of the new country#

Be was nineteen year*. old, t  11 and fin© looking, ivell over six feet 

of strong Edad -.nd body tilth gre-tt energy of character, proving to be a ram 
of influence in the eomuniby to which he awed#

Bo located in on© of the interior counties o f Pennsylvania, (probably 

B-ncoatari v/horo he soon net and married 'das %ry -tolnman, a daughter of
.jfeivLbiJ

weeItby -or nan farmer* ,_ p*j -

Said 3teinnan ms ft*ora the Kingdom of -urtemburr, Gerneay and was of £’t?w*!*ve~ 

the Teutonic- 3 erraan stock, speaking Pl&tl-ueutch* He had end grated with, 

considerable laeana sad added to hi*gwe--.lth, investing surpnls furds in the 

"proedsing bad lands of Virginia%

Stelaraaa -csve to  fetor and %ry auffner a large tract of land along 

the Shenandoah tiiver and on each siuosof the fla^ksbill Crook in Shenandoah 

County'# they settled on ¡a plantation which grew to 49,300 acres* 

the children of fetor and I%ry huffnert

1* Joseph, the oldest non, settled '■long the I  mvaha -  progenitor of the • hf ‘* 

iiu "fnora. 2* Bsnjaaine, J* Reuben, 4* x-oter, i|*0olisabeth o il settled in - Virginia.

4 «a a u e l, the youngest son, ms a teamster in the Revolution, using Ids p«$r 

to buy land in what me later A ir f ie ld  County, Ohio#. The land lay north of 

nesvil 1®-:' eysvillo pike, eight cdlea east of Lancaster* Stxianuel v;as the

o ’©nit or of the Ohio Ruff tiers*



TJ* Stiffnap#
•  g -

.Many Slavonic**¿eriaans from FeansyIvaaia *«sent to  ¥a* They spoke 

LovwSutoh# It m s •with those people that Peter Huffner and his descendants 

became identified and with whom they married*

Look tag s st from Luray, Va* you see the Blue nidge ¡ate* To look South 

you see the nuffiner holdings* Only part o f this beautiful country can be 

•viewed iron one point* the nan «ho brought the mrae of Huffner to it had 

enterprise and rood judgment, proven by the way he Increased his holdings* 

There is  no definite information about the land added to the original 

t r e t  except for that purchased iron Lord Fairfax in 17G1* Tie original 

deed is somewhat mutilated* It nay be seen In the state museum at Charleston, 

est ?&* The handwriting is  quite i iqgjfetla legible*

The style of the deed is  antique; »The right honorable Lord Fairfax 

Baron o f Cameron, in the part of •••rent Britain called Scotland, proprietor 

o f the northern nee’: o f Virginia* To a ll «hen this present wilting nay 

concern, sends footings*

"now ye that fear rood e-uses, for and in consideration o f the 

compensation to  be paid, and for the annual rent hereafter named, I have 

•iven, granted and confirmed, and do hereby give, ;rnnt and confirm to 

hot or Huffner — on the branches o f the Hawksblll ***** to  have and to 

held —•— Royal Finos excepted **-*— rand n fu ll tiiird part of the lead, 

cop;-or, t in , coni, iron mine and iron ore* Said Huffner shall pay yearly 

rental cm the f ir s t  day o f Saint Michael the .free rent of one shtiling 

sterling for every f i f t y  acres* Given t ay o ffice  the f if th  day o f lay, 

the f ir s t  day o f his ’Segoaty George H I, 1781*»

At the time the a rket towns of the products o f the Shenaadoah Court ry 

■■■ or© FVedericlnbur - and Alessandria*

The most occur• te description o f Peter Huffner's holdings is  as 

follows; fetor and .’ cry Huffner cane to Frederick County, later Shenandoah 

and th.cn - age, bringing back livestock and conveniences* Re .brought money 

and I»d the ability  to  make money, proved by his rapid accumulations# his 

original patent took in a stream close to Luray, continuing up the braisshes 
of the creek for eight miles, later extending four more miles, improving the 
character o f the estate*



The 'vCùcwrs

Pot-ear Kuffner established his dwelling at the bir spring nsor the ©d-~e 

of burey* In this hone, and on this land, his son, Peter*, and after Peter a 

Sr&ttdson, Jonas, lived and reared large families and died*

The Luray Caverns we re known as Soffner Caverns on early naps* They ware 

discovered by on© of Joseph's sons, 1795-4* lie chased a fo * into a hoi© and 

while digging for i t  saw r formidable, vertical opening which extended donrrard 

for sacm thirty feet* It  was in 1795 that a Huffman liv ing; a gun by t ie  

entrance descended into it*  He f e l l  and tangling, his feet overthrew the 

ligh t, boooriin" l is t  In the labarynth of passages* Rriends discovered the gun 

-nd brought him out some forty eight hot?rs later*

It  w*a Jonr.s, grandson of Peter, who m  to inherit Big Spring nowatead* 

lie donated the land on srhioh Maray, ¥a is  built* He josti ugly remarked - "the 

lend is poor and rmeh of i t  is too steep to plough* You my have it"*

Potor Heffner lived and trosperod „here he s ottled* Forty nine vo-.-rs 

•P ■ seed* lie died in HBH, aged seventy six* Bis wife outlived bin by ten ye- rs* 

She was eighty four when shedied* Posterity had reached a thousand fcy 1900,

165 ys«rs*

Hiis information me t Iron from the . VA* Historical ft-gaslas* (This nay 

be viewed at Ohio State Salver el tty  Archeological ?%sa«®)* lore laforntetion 

may be obtained from the old country* There Is i book in Switzer land m the 

Kuffncr family, r itter by a liuffner, "Crordf dcr familie Bufoner 1500-1900" 

by OodiYled Bufener, lonpenthal 1955*

Judge Drew of Kanr-wba, t 

Baron Suffher of Switzerland, 

exhibiting checio Is,

rhile in school at Heidelberg Univr sity, met 

and in 1776 a Huffeer from borne, Svdtsarlar.d

The family ms probably of Italian origin* In a book of Italian notbls*

it  is spelled Ruffinicr and »u ffinter• 'fit© Latin people often crop the fina l *r*.

In the '*-111© -.nr there wes a Ornerai nufflntus*

A yam- 'hx suffnor, recently graduated from college in Switzerland,

visited the u 3 in 1949* île spoke sever* 1 languages fluently md used

fine '-'OgliSii* This Wr;rj noticeable -■- - ci h*c used technical terns in 1 oscribin-

details of their business, nis hone n© la I/-ngenthal, 3 itaerlarid* he vm

6* s; ta l l ,  blond -nd hand acre, there «  strik in ' res® blnnoe to aofAara 
r;ho had oeen in this country for sever-1 generations*



îte iïuffnars

Be raor&ioned that he had been given wanting at th® coffee hour on the 

day before he le ft ,  not to lo t meting any American g ir l become too serious 

a natter# She f  n ily was probably rensnsborinr bow Peter «h jffn « had cone 

tc- this country and then decided to stay here#

Besides the • VA# Historical Hagasine (pages 31-8, ''ramamel Auffner) 

other references ores IE story of "a irfield  County by ''laenean, Pg 249« »

Pioneer* of 'a ir fie ld  and Perry Counties try B e « rintlng Co ICOl pgs 229- 

2S2, History of F Ir fic ld  and retry Counties, A A Orahas, Forerunners by 

•'wry Strickland* The Bruisbaok family history contains m-t<r la l on the 

Ruffs,« family# This is  in the State library# up from Slavery

%y Hooker X " shiagton makes refer ©no© to t  he duffhars# He t&e born cm 

t ‘!'» i r  plantation*

Booker T Is lington  states that his desire far learning ons es© ourared by 

Col Heffner*a Tank©® vdfe# Avon after the C ivil ;-ar th «e  *?$j fine sense 

of loyalty between Booker T -:fe shin ton and t  o Rufftaor family#

Booker * and his mother, tsishing to v is it  the Char lest go branch of 

the family, made the trip  on foot# he te lls  how greatful they vere to find 

shelter in a deserted cabin one night, only to  leer thim rattlesnakes had 

taken fir s t  possession#

Indian relics ehioh had been gathered up from ...uffnsr land ■G been

knot in the attic of the Isaac auffa«* home*' Hi® $> n, advard aufftwr, gave 

t'es© to the Ohio state university archeological ’Museum#

DSSCl-Siü’.ïiTS OF PStia i W

Joseph auffner, oldest son of poter, tvas bom along the «e.t&ebill Greek 

married Ann «eistond., a neighbor* che toe t a l l ,  benutiiSttl# 

virtues. Joseph inherited the raven black hair of his noih< 

a hei A t, fu ll of energy and cm. occasion, vehenmt, though 

irai and quiet# Joseph md Am  had 8 children and-all the 

lived went ultimately to I&na#ia to establish the » Vs family of HuiTnoro,

in  Va in  1740# be married

and hai th© *«rman v irtues.

fi© m s •bove medium hoi t

ko w r 8 u su a lly  n a tu ra l and

lived went u lt im a te ly  to  K<



the Kuffasare
. «• S *

Joseph’ s f e r s  lay above h is fath er’ s land, on both sides of aa«feaMU. brock*

I t  consisted of 1800 -ores of fe r t i le  land and included the north fork «here the 

tt© tranches se t *  Here hie fatally end fern  buildings «ere erectod* There me ak>

6 ,-rist r d ll  ttiloh became knorn as billow '*o ve  M ills* Bo operated extend vely 

and successfu lly*

Among other th inm  he deo.lt in  bear *3dn« for the FVeaoh Array* Skins of 

bear, door, o tte r , border and raccoon, a s  «©11 as skins o f ether an lm ls «are 

an import--nt itéra of trade* Flour, whiskey, bu tter, beeswax, dried fruitwood, 

flaxseed etc constituted outgoing doraestic products*

Fbedoricksburg «ns the ch ief oarket town* Joseph kept on the road a 

we/on (concstoga) covered wit is bear skins and drawn by s ix  large her ses* The 

xm«an i s s  known so t only fo r miles «roubd, but from .Spotsylvania to  Rrederlekaburg# 

Vihot freight was carried in th is  luaibering ship o f the mountains i s  guess*

Bri% . valuable ccranodity* that things were md© a t  hone* fenr^rbackor’ s 

combined iron furnace me ne®**# Serons and m i l s  were sad© in  the b l oksmith shops* 

, <?gon, farm and dome-tie t> o ls ,  inpleraoots end furniture were m âe in  tl.e 

neighbor"iood; carpets, bedding and clothing In the house* Tan yards mpolled 

leather* Coffee and ton had not yet taken the place of bean soup and potato sou 

for breakfast* There m e ranch and milk for supper* k&ple syrup gave the long 

tnâ short o f sweetening* herbs gave the old Yjoraec fee ir s r te r la  lacdlca* lead 

c rm fro® the saines end shotguns w o  tande in  the se ttlen m t*

•fr -dually there m s need for stores* in 1794 11 low Grove - i l l s  got on©*

The v i l l a  o  was called  ’^m delleville  a fter the om.ee of the store*

For th irty  years Joseph Rtaffnor pursued his prosperous career, f i l l in g  

hie b rns yearly with grain , ra is in g  and n rkoting o .t t le ,  hauling to  and frors 

feeder le ’-aburg, «h ile  h is sons Joseph I I ,  David, Tobias, Samuel, Daniel,

Abrahan and daughter Bv© grow up sober and industrious* Samuel, known for M s 

long headed business cons found another channel of work*



Th© 'htffners
•  6 **

This prosperous V irginia seen© was suddenly raarrod by an cvm t which 

changé the  oourse of the  fam ily history« ¿tuffaor’et ilwitser born emsraed with 

the  1794 crop, having 7 coïts and 7 big- herses stab led  in  the  basement, m s  

burned, earning the loss of 4 hcreoe ©nd a i l  the  com* Shortly  another s tab le  

m s  burned* Thor« m s no insurance* I t  m y have been dene by a negro against 

shoia to ffn er had bom ca llo d  to  t e s t i f y  in  court -  a  po in t never proven •  bu t i t  

aeocmafced fo r Josewh huffner se ttin g  out to  hunt iro n  arc along the  upper p a rt 

of the  <J„n©s -Sliver«

Joseph mit Col* Dickerson and during th e ir  fescue march m e to ld  about the  

lanauh.a Talley« This in  due time iad  him to  get hold of th e  buffalo  lick* This 

mo a briny smap on the  ao rta  bask of the E.-. .navlm River fiv e  r i lo c  fron  v-here 

C harleston, e a t  V irginia w.s to  be located* At th is  t in e  th is  seotloa m s  s t i l l  

p a r t of V irg in ia, B uffalo, doer, e lk , case in  ¡re fc numbers making dipp gullies*

Col Dickerson m s  fror. Point Pleasant* hen ho found th a t  Joseph Boffncr 

bad none/ be esç»h sised  th e  importance of the  s Oit ©«amp# Before Joseph lo f t  he 

h ’d not only bought the s a l t  smnp but p a rt of too  vibol© survey fo r COO pounds 

(Î2,0C0). He gave up the thought of getting  iron  find returned  hone*

In the  spring of 1795 he rode horseback to  K?;aati»a alone* ?bota Croeribrler 

he followed tho t r  ok of lad Ann Bailer/ fo r  one hundred miles tshero t i e  gauntlet 

had been run by the Indians as tho iBkitee tr ie d  to  get masurtltion to  Port

Cle-3 -ècnln*

fx̂ OTil t  h

I  see © 

to  ford 

fa lle n

Horn Joseph got ecross Oauley River m s  to ld  by © witness* "Seven states 

© -south, v.her© the  r iv e r  runs high end strong with no path l©r-'$$g to  it* 

m n on tho opposite bank* Surely he wouldn’t  bo fool enough to t r y  teSst 

or st/in i t !  He took short handled axe to  chop wood fron a chestnut 

by th e  c l if f*  So sa iled  tho lengths together in to  a. sr-fco s h if t  r a f t  oed

stroked ampolles on it*  Tioing th e  r a f t  to  the horse’s t a i l ,  ha fcreed the horse 

in to  the ©‘iter, ~-.nd jurying onto tho r.-.ffc enoour -god the  horse by ta lk in g  to  it« 

They pot cross* Be knocked therm it ©part r.nd pot tho n a ils  in to  the  saddle 

b®> . Hi a n-rc  m s  Joseph Ruffncr« I t  ms still 35 railes to  the  s i l t  licks* I 

monger i f  ho vr-s disappointed vfcen h© s w how sm all the  s a l t  lic k s  were#'*



The Ruffilers
9 *m

¡Daniel Boons wm liv in g  on th e  other side of th e  Banaiaha a t  th is  t  ine*

I t  -a th re e  ye r s la te r  th a t  3©one*s ««no© f l o t i l l a  *mm to  g ild  tf tough HB:*s 

Shoals* They cried  to  see hir. go, but the  t in s  had com when hunter had to  

give w?y to  f  maer & nd nanuf cturor*

As Joseph ^ufftwr v e rt to  fo r t  Cloadetmia. a new eight greeted h ta j tte m 

v  e s beau tifu l p la in  o f 1,000 • ores on wi-ifthOh- r lo s to n  f .  ?  # no s tea ls*  I t  

® s  - overod by v irg in  forest« The tre e s  »ore la rg er than  those on tho o f  or side 

of the noufttoifu» which Joseph had ju s t  cm deed* be to d : he r t*

vlendonnin Port ■aee a c lu s te r  of s ix  sn a il ohbin© and a blockhouse on t»  

north bank of th e  2 : , w i  at I t s  juncture  with the KB:* I t  bad been la id  out ty 

the  Clendetsnia b ro thers uho had cocas iro a  the  m at s ix  or ,w ®  ye r s  before <* 

about 1789* I t  was a  garrison  i t ®  i®*d Am Bailey erdo her t r i p  to  I-owsiburr* Her 

husband w«s one o f the  garrison*

Joseph 's t r i p  to  th e  garrison a sow pe*@r •.!\io‘r Soe ?is,s to  c rea te , 

Strengthen and '--bid©# B© &■ v? e ©unties© resources ©bout h i» , timber and e a s ily

in vies a liv e  with f i s h ,  and f u l l  of p o s s ib i l i t ie s  as a 

s e l l ,  bu ffa lo , racoon and beer enough to  bed a l l  the 

srhot h is  penetrating  eye sow# ?i© began buji nr u n t i l  

he ©wig& a l l  the  land - Ion" the  ’’lb  Xivor fro n 'th e  he-.d to  t  he bettor,*#

After m  ing th is  purchase ho s ta r te d  be ok to  th e  Shenandoah to  dispose 

of the 1 ad he M id there*

In th e  ©situssi of he sc*?©d hie family to  the  Cler5de»snin settlem ent 

©Ion'--, t '-e  ’ nss'iia* They lived in  a sn a il e-b in  down atra^ra# 1/ ta r  he b u il t  a 

hered cab lb  in  which helived u n ti l  bis death* I t  wt@ rough liv in g  In  the fo re s ts  

by the i  s a f e  The family bocawe rifles® * by necessity# fa rth e rs  screamed • bout 

the Hoir-'o ,t n i • t# Be-rs sh-rod the  oorreyop# Svu ir rb ls  or©» in  a onslaufht lik e  

loentts*

Jooepfe died, in  1-903, ago s ix ty  th ree  years* s i s  norths* la  hi© rdnd 

h is  v este rn  oerscr had ju s t  begun* Bo l e f t  h is  work to  h i e  bodied sons« Joseph I I ,  

Tobias, ”■ rd o l, Abr h-m, ad Snjauol who s an i vr? lid  from being burned while in  

hie or-die# A daughter '-vo married a i-v .’---ooc! -nd moved to  Ohio*

Joseph Tf-s probably the one o had the sca t penetrating: vision* bo l e f t
the homo to  his w ife, div iding the  land among tho children* The s a l t  Hobs w re  omod 
jointly*

c u l t  ;|v ■ te d soil# #$***. r  v

navi " M e  tstrops# There

- ra le s  in  -■Europe* This



T h e  R u i f n e r g

'í?cn th e  titee em e to  o roe the mrmts of «Joseph rasd hie wife on th eir  slab 

t «botonos in  the  old burying ptmxoA a t Charleston, .. ¥a. an r«&ple record vtm 

w i t t e r s  Oath© stone© vmre these words: "Let th e i r  spo tless t e t e r i t y ,  vt ©ful 

in d u stry , tú sincere  p ie ty  be rersonberod and ird ta te d  by th e i r  descendants”#

D'-vid Buffner, m n j o f Joseph and d rndson  of P e te r, vr.- th e  one xihe m at 

strong ly  im- reseed  hiraself noon the Ir-natslia country# Far - bout 40 y * r  ® Ms 

fin e  b ra in  le  -.1 in  a raultlfcude of e n te rp rise s , both oeor.onic and n o ra l.

Hie t  hinging was ©horaeterieed by his o r iy ln r i i ty ,  nd Ms m erfy  seeded 

t i r e l e s s .  His philanthropy end public s p i r i t ,  esp d a l l y  in  th e  l a t te r  p a rt of 

M s l i f e ,  seesaed to  dorainrte over p riv  to  in te re s ts .

?r® horn in  176? in  M rg is is  on h is  fr th sr* s  fo ra  near k ray*  B© lived 

th e re  u n t i l  he moved to  Xrrafaa in  1796. Ms amfc»l grasp shevsed fcfcafc h is  Mad 

su p e r!«  to  tb s  -.ooepted vry of tfoinfcitv*. He loved boots «nd alonp w ith M s
Mb=!.■? 'h Ff, . 3 -ebooliar ho <̂3% boo!rs f r cm the

Ito bo.--n build isp; h is l i a r my uh

§$

! lew T e s ta m e n t,  A m o p n  'V iles  «>rtd Be.

ape -hin ■■ h g llsh  wan é  help).. B© •ubsc:
Jo};®,8©13t g d '- s e t te *

•it 33 he m s appointod Ju--ticc  1 s ,  dhomndoah Co*, ;>!•ich no 3

toned ®: yiertrafcoe. th is  was

u n t i l  h is  death 53 ye r s  loft o r.
• r lo e k in g h a s a  So. 3ho w  a

tíí© awe-t tampered ’¿other Ruffh«* of the Kaans!» Salines. She lived to  a rr e a t  are  

' her n'avi<** old «nou^i to  help Ms f  tlier he «r.s assigned to  the c re  ad 

re sp o n s ib ility  of the K il ls .  Ife% the  grain Wi-a . round and tho lumber sated fer 

the mount--in sehooner to  haul to  SVe^oricbsbury* Be followed Ms f a t t e r  to  

Kemvha in  1796 l i v i n '  in  Clondarntnla so ttlenoat*

Ik 1798 I) vid*a f i r s t  ch ild  m s born in  tb® blockhouse a t  clendetmla 

i’o r t .  I t  i-.-- the f i r s t  while ch ild  to  bs bora in  tho lo c -tio n  th a t la te r  

to  be \>h' rleabon, r v&#



the Rufftisrs

i f #

Id spout his tins© «ios-’rlug th# bottom %miàs* After his father* s

death ho •booh ever the s-.lines* He also fjofe ks&f 1:¡old of the It  tracts and

with his brothers ¡deolded to d r ill tx well in the s It  licks* ffeis  took

inrontiv0 genius« They worked 8 to ic  months try in•3 to d r ill & well*

-hat nosed out •*« mere «- Ity  tten the spring. This w*a Mdetarrrer 1007« 

they aunt ge through bedrock to ret- eSsnSlety .̂ hlch «m id require now d ril Hap 

equipment* îfcoy got strong brine it 30 foot but kept or. drilling while they 

o0re.plv ie d  ■" f i m  00*

4 *n 4 ? _ 1luary 1808 they struck r good well. in ftbrvsrry t key l i f t ;t¡c the

*lrst gelt* Then the tarie® of salt fe ll ,.ror; ;t*f00 a bushel to . 2*00« Thus

rs  .'rilled, tubed, rigged s«id work®id the first s~ It  well west of the Aliedhu

I t  tr 0 not that it  took IB ¡swathe to dr i l l  the tsell that tsv» the wonder, but th it 

i t  succeeded at all*

Hong with these business ventures, i t  %ms only throe souths after 

Tnri'i c as to SamiSha tint he wss elected to represent take county in the House 

of '^legate#, 1790 - 1611.

-kilo in licknmi he helped rescue people when the theatre burned on the 

sight fo l!ovin ; Christ»»« 1811* ¡is height and else mde i t  possible for t vid 

to o*teh people 3 they jumped .frxntho flasaes*

Along with these ulclauond a c t iv ité s  he was s t i l l t  rying to im om 

l iv in ’ co»? i t  ions at tbs soit n ills*

Gol*íuffncr died in ISOS, gied 77* B© s- id to Ms son Levis, *1 die in 

pe -oe with e ll mankind%

Let us remember him ae a man of incentive genius ond fine business otiltv# 

do v: -g the fatter of the rreabyterisn Chrueh in Chariestcn, • ?&* V.t did mob to 

oontrtbute to the higher things in the corvmaity mâ ma well tho ght of by the 

ter* L ittle  child - on reaesabsred Lia for their h ilr ita c  rides through town,

L :m  aiFHrit, Oldest ¡son of »avid end .grandson of h e te ra s  much like 

those Mentioned above* it© oeuldr ecall the ye ra spent in tbo •then-adooh country 

end the trip  to Kanawha*

he helped his fatter et the snlt s il ls  but Pas leonine tow-rd literary 

things by tho tine he reached his teens* Kia f-.ther cent bin to Lev.*?.starp in
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1809 where he o ©¿asunder the influence of a rpo t  pre ..eh«r* He tr ie d  to  m a te r  

«bat they taught* letter *t 3eroge % shingten un iversity  ho fin ished  in  a you? 

end o h I f  the  four year course of study, g e ttin g  h ighest marks in  every subject 

"hen tie took the osanir^ations before the  tru s te e s*

Ho spent a ye-r studying theology under Or Baxter and then  reoeived hie 

license to  pro oh under th o  rresby tery . Bis m in is te ria l l i f e  began a t  Riamuha# 

la te r  he taught and preached a t tho  aoadeqy uhen i t  wrs opened a t  Charleston*

Be ««s 00 t i r o le s s  a worker as h is  '-ncostors* Invited  to  th e  o h rir  of Cl&sela&l 

Irngaayos in  Charleston College he served fo r SO ye r s  as teacher and «resident 

of the eolleye*

• ILLIftSi IfcflkY HbFF.'KR followed in  h is  fa th e r’s footsteps* II© held too 

degrees from h is  fa th e r ’s oolleg® end took h is  theology a t  rincc ton . n© wen a 

or i t e r  and ed ito r and preached in  one of the 3a m e e t churches in  Philadelphia*

He v: :■ Hoad of JPublio In stru c tio n s  and uac one of the  lenders who helped to  est-b lish  

free  education fo r wnen*

Be contributed fin e  so uen tlfic  work, e mnlr&ny and reporting  on cc&l mines 

and quarries* He aassrnbeled fin e  biographies »ns wrote a M otor;/ of Washington and 

Lee University# Be was a member of th e  Beard o f tru s te e s  fo r the  iM v crs tty  fo r  

m ay ye' rs*

Be moved back to  the  old hers© p i c© a t  leM ngton, Va in  1868* His career 

© s  such n d istinguished one th a t I t  i s  not d i f f i c u l t  to  find rasny sources of 

m aterial about h is  life*

gjg OHIO RUFRE319

Smmnnel H uffier, youngest son of ro to r , m s the  progenitor of th e  Ohio

Buffners* Be used the  pay fo r h is  services a s  a team ster in  the  Revolution to

provare lend in  tho  p a rt of th e  country which l - t e r  beerns Richland Tup*, " a ir f ie ld

County, Ohio* Em anuel’s son-in-law , W  SVloftg, a t  o m  Ha© had In  h is  possession

a note fo r  $350 redeemable a t  th© V irginia treasury* on or before 9©.© 30, 1792*
from V irginia

Snrasmel moved h is  fm i ly / to  Hie now country In  1808* fh© H ufiter tract© f  

land lay  north  of the Jan esv ille  ifcysville pike eight .miles eas t of Lancaster, Ohio#
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The se ttlo r ’ s cabin which they bu ilt is  s t i l l  standing back o f a 1 r-e 

brick house built at - later date. Below the se ttle r ’ s orbin is  a spring 

and or a knoll a short distance away is a fan ily  cemetery which they os on 

had need of#

hmaeuel ms beam in Shenandoah Go#, Virginia %.rch SI, 1757# Ho 

v r s  f i t  g i ‘*nt size end strength» 6* 3” ta l l  -nd his am was said to have been 

s 1 rge os an ordinary nan’ s leg* In Virginia ho iieved on a far® hear 

where Blackford’ s furnr.eo stood, then he sold this ho bought Ulrlol: Biedlor’ s 

f-rm on Rs-alcsbill Greek#

-mmarroel mzttmA narried a Virginia g ir l ,  Ifrgd&lone Gray©, daughter 

of Christian -nd Ann Grove rho lived in or mrr luray*

CGILBRBS OP BmfflVSL •'•.HD MkWASMSM HUPKiSi

*&gd&leao aiblcr 
David fence

•fll# Jacob 1st 1781» carried 
^2* Barbara 1783-1351
'/ 'k>* John 1735—1883 / I ry Rhodes

4# Henry Rufftaer 1789-1906 - ^  ' .
-''S* Anna 1790» <57y*fli<?̂ 3 - 7 3 ^  Thors s Erases* B ‘¿hdjjx h ioI/U î
V'"S# '■• tgdaiens 1795-1075 Christian B her
W 7. s ry  -1829 A l l ie n  H ill

Bliss betel -  1860 Garner
9# Joseph 1796-1871 j> 0- /s??f 7 Rhoda Davis $ H i^ h a  i

■*-10# Susanna ft"11 * David Seller
t'-'ll» hmnuol 2nd 1# Barbara H rshbarger

3# Elizabeth hitman ( V j L ^  k . ^■pgfgg|j12. Joshua 
13# Peter -  1806 — ■— ' ------ -v^r: £2

A ll Of the children w «  born In Vir ;im  43d see® traveled v&tht h«4r 

parents to  Ohio in 1305, others c no later#

¡.ho tr ip  was made in a oonegto.ga, I t  served as shelter sad hone vh.il© 

the s e tt le r ’ s cabin was being bu ilt. The n.rae o f jiWFHIS? was on the side of 

the conesto-a# (On August 51, 1965 most o f tho w'gon «  s s t i l l  stored in an 

old barn near the original cabin# ..e found two wheels, the d des and t  lig a te  -  

there any be a b it more around* PGR Jr)

dmaauol nd his son Ĵ -oob drove t ie  comcstoga back erst many tines, 

etopr ins f or the faM ly  supplies at .•^■Itinore and ftredoriokaburg# I t  is  s id 

that th family resented the railroad which was later bu ilt serose th is part cf 

Ohio for th t  meant ©limit ¡ting the tripe oast thick meant v is itin g  rd  ft Ives 

-s well ' s getting supplies#
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SHtn*mel and %gd&Xsn© are buried in the family cemetery on thefcaoll

-b ovo the csbin* ihe DAS fe.ve paced a marker at Emmanuel’ s p ? ®  in «ago:

*»■ iory of his service in the Revolution* fcgtelco»*» sister »Hsabeth is

J'iso buried there* Simnuel married her after ?%?'dalcsEte*s death* f%
Sr

Jacob Ruffner/and his family* are btsriod near by- 

in fee Steve son cemetery* Other ftuffners are buried in the % «t Hushvillo 

cenetery and in rior-sant Run cemetery between v>eet Kushvllle and Fief» anfcvtHe* 

Family reunions w re a yearly diversion in  pioneer days. Ho Softer  

reunions «ere held honorth a hag© ©latree not f -r  from the cabin. Relatives 

from Virginia and , Virginia attended. Following the picnic t e t  the kin 

rapped stories of the past year»a event«* I f  oneastern relative fed enjoyed 

a trip abroad it  could easily be outtold by n Ohio rarabor of the fa 1 ly 

%ho h; el been lost returnin'", ft*ora r- crossroads store. She children following 

their- ov-n fedrlnatlv© promptings alternated wading* in the stream tdth 

recounting ho» the boys slept in the bam when there ms no longer roam 

enough to sleep a ll of them in the on bin*

asmarsuel lived nmr Yeager's Spring, TA, but moved, to the Dig Eaidcsbill 

®bout ? miles south o f ferny about 1735* In 1805 he sold this form to ulrloh 

Biodior and moved to Ohio*

fhis beautiful old homo has been in the possession of the Biodi© r 

family since Elrich purchased it  ftm  temane!* She duelling is «arreaaded 

by ancient locust trees end is appropriately celled aLocuot Crave”* It ms 

pr obably built by teaasuel*

There » . (  a mill on the portion of l&dd he obtained from his f f t  her* Poter 

1b. 1773* this evidently at the mill sito ¿ust below fejray* He Biedler 

home is  of lop construction*

Sa 1805 temane 1 c m  to Ohio and mode a treaty uith the Indians. He 

paid ten dollars per \or© sad gr.v© the indi»ns porsdsaion to hunt* 

t; s signed by thorn-s Jefferson in 1306*
This deed
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S8Wwíd» 1 tar ought his family to Ohio in 1805 and settled in the western 

p«rt of oiohlada Twp on «hat ms teosa s the i l  son section. His son Peter 

ease at the a-me time ted settled near Edward terphy as the *01d St fe M** 

ih ■■ .-o a farmer and distiller but died o il to young in 1806* Skanuel's daughter 

B&rbara and her husband B*vH Fence were also in the party.

In 0. ' .  U .:la«ssan, s history, ”rloneors of P .ir fie ld  County, Ohio”, 

i t  at'tea as fo llow * Sammel Ruffner wa a toaster in the Revolutionary 

r (1778-1733) rnd his son Jote drove a teas in the ar of 1812«a

’Smnuel’ a son Jersey %rm helping hia f-.ther oreot a cabin and mo hilled 

by f  H i»*  timber at the age of 17. lie ms the fir s t  person to be buried 

in the nuffher-SV'iod family cemetery on thoknoll

(Soto - to go back to pano 12 of this chronicle -  before moving to the 

£ ~e Ssmnuel sold to Ulrich Biodi or he lived on a fora near Luray where 

Bl-eJcford’ s furnace stands. . e sold this property to Derrick Pennybactc*' 

before moving to the Big Hawbsblll*)

¡T 1> '
PHTIS HtiFHSa born sommther© beteeea 1710 «ad 1713 died Í7S8, bailed Virginia 

married
fery ST'SECIM in 1738 She gss born Sept 1, 1714., died 1780 

in Loner cter, ¿-a pgtBR AT© hlilY’S CHXLDRJ3Í

L. Joseph Kuffner Sept 26, 1740 narried Asm I; e l stand

Benjamin Aug 14, 1743 1. Btr nor 
2 heistand

3* Catherine 'ey 13, 1744 »  died young

4. rotor Ruffiner ;2nd D©c 1 , 1746 Elisabeth Burner

E. R eubsn R* Cot 22, 1748 - settled in Kentucky

6. Tobias Aug 4, 1732 died at 15 years - accident with a. sav-lor

7, ■lisflbeth r>.rc\ 4, 1755 Jacob Stover

8. ."•ar.nuol March 31, 1757 1* oagd&lene ;rove /*■* 
2. Elisabeth -Irove

/ C*J~

^p|p^ u¿ ¡É l
(ilota so me of the naterial in this resume can» frost !Pcro~Humors of Strichfcr 
5’ ediles” by Honey Stariokler, also "History of the Huffner Family” byCterles 
Hedrick.)

On April 1C, 1746 notar ^Ruffncugh* qualified as Administrator in the Augusta 
County Court for the estate of Abraham ¿¡trickier. One of the reouireraents of 
the court we that the c -, daini straber determine whether or not Abraham le ft  a v lU * 
ireaumbly this Abraham Strickler ms the husband of fetor's only sister !&ry 
«Ho ms said to 'have aoeotaponied him to America in 1732#



the  Huffners
-  14 -

This i s  a l e t t e r  w ritten  by William Staig© Hbrye to  h is son «ferae** ••illifta 

n s  jm rrled to  tfrr? Ruffteer, daughter o f Peter I I ,  gren&anghter of Peter*

H ills id e
Shenandoah County, H r  "in ia  
July d , 1838

To sy  son James Theodosius inryet

As desired by you cm the  ere of your departure to  M ississippi to  re s id e , 

I  have t  um  ay s e a t to  pen you a snortrenealofy of the Ruffaer fam ily «ho Hired 

on the  Knislrsbill Greet in  th is  county ishen I  cone here from tap n a tiv e  county <f 

Culpeper m ay ye r s  $,g% I already having given you & short gotm&logy of the  

Bary© fam ily, as d esired , before you l e f t  th e  home of your birth  «

I V/- s married the  8th dry of J&y AD 1802 to  ISiag.%ry Huffner, e t  the 

hoÊ e of in te r  Huff nor, $ary*g father*

ihry*s greind^?.thrar# Peter Ruffnor, the  elder i s  the  f i r s t  of the Heffner 

fam ily of -sshorav/e have in te llig en ce  in  th i s  country. IT© m s of th e  kingdom o f  

Tt never in  ormanyj *.r o of the  Teutonic stocki •ana th e  th ird  son of a h-ormn 

baron, who owned large  leaded e s ta te s  in  if never# Be spoke High Out A; languages, 

was in  re lig io n  a protest-ant o f th e  3arti&  Luther school* Be m s  a t  an 

■ r r ie u ltu re  col lo re  ¡md before he got through h is  stud ies (isith other students) 

he l e f t  college without th e  knowledge of h is  parents and o -no to th e  united S ta te s , 

having been n th re a t ed h ith e r by th e  gloving' d esc rip t io  s of Aiaerloa published in  

the  German States* On a rriv in g  in  th is  country he loo -ted in  on® of the  in te r io r  

counties of * cnnaylvania (L ancaster, X believe i t  nee ) «her© very soon he beoerae 

'.equalAted w ith end married Miss % ry S teinm n, daughter of a v<r y  wealthy 

Cff-iias farm er, wlio owned large landed e s ta te s  In  the v a lley  of V iry iri c • Said 

St©toman w s  a native of the  kingdom of -urtsaberg In  '-ermany* he spoke th e  low 

Dutch language* he, Sfcoinnan, had migrated to  th is  country sot» y e -rs  previously 

Tilth considerable rseans and had made a respectab le  fortune by farm lnf aad erasing , 

and had invested much of h is  surplus funds in  7 ir  ;ina alone th e  Shenandoah f iv e r  

and on both branches of th e  Havfcsbill Creek, l a  Shenandoah Coast y* S teinm n gave 

to  Huffmr a very large  body of land located cm both branches of Bmd-ssbill C reek,t o 

rhioh b id Ruffnsr and % ry removed and s e tt le d  end Is  th e  plent& tlcn nera ocned, ??AS 
on which your unele, Jonas H uffnsr, re s id es  cm the !avk s h i l l  Creek, jo in ing  the
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the %®ä - of loray -áw o  he lived many- ye-re «Ith  hie « l íe  SSwfy and % ho* hod 

t:»  fo i lec ltr  ehildren, to  wits Joseph* Ser^saln, lech ee, l e t er , nto m o l4 *-*X3Usä> ©fch* 

'M*ld fb ttr  ^offner, the e lder, teg Obenfc 1' y® rs  of age «ben h® o sse to  

the fir-tee» K« m s © t e l l  saw, bain« 6 fe s t  $ im h es, very good loOklne,

e f strong ®4nS «ad of gjftswfc enerry o f eharaefeer, **# a aaa of rsä of stash 

inJlvenoo $a. hi a «tófhbcrhooá ? nd eotmfery* f i e  w ife is  »Md to  have been poseíseod 

of e^taaliy god porte ®Ü they w «  both well onlcnl- tod to got -Jon-' « 1 1  ta  the 

«orM* They nere infests* Its»«, thriving and sroeperoue feras«*® for sway y o r e  and 

••o^olred cs»h à d it i  o »  Ï 1 nd«d property*

’they iledd  to  s  gff# old ago mad died and m re  burled «  th e  pV-nfrxt&m 

on wttieh they h-d e e t t le d , r  ••lead o i l  th e i r  ehiH  ree  süi' s e t t le d  thon os

food ftsrm» noer to  theoeeliraa« At th è  M r» h a te r l-teefftwr, th e  e ld e r , ntgreftod 

to  » a ttic  in  the >hat»adoöhf there  «*■ s a considerable lo t  o f Slavaaio • e rrons, 

raostly fres» im a ^ /lm îïia , the stock  belo* of th a t  s a t in a t i  on of "erma® « ith  « s e  

Cêtt *#ar e im  hw aasi^ «ho « I l  eno&e the  Low itrtoh (I la tt-  ìh&oh) langage» ladsad 

ot th a t  early  day th a t  j r r t  o f t  ho v&tley of v a i a l a  m a alweat wsaluaivoly <f 

t t - t  e h  as of "áspame «ad i t  m s  «jfcfch tbr-t o l as o f o-ernana th a t  s<--id fe to r  ìlaRtaor 

b©Ô?M» id en tified  Mid- e fto rm rd e  Infecrncrrtec#1*

Ä l f  SffflSB

"Joseph unffso r n w ried  M ss a ss  hoi atoad «od s e t t le d  on tfc» farm no® 

or-nad by S*s*»i f e r r e r ,  ju s t  a t  th e  Rimati on of the l i t t l e  and S ir  R ebeb í I I  Cgs eks 

-’t  fan d e llsv ille*  He & f ta re w d s  sold oat Ms- f-rta  m d raaved t> the  ooorfcy # 

^ » - è s  In feria #te.te «here he purehaeed «a lÄ eastly  ir-rgé leaded e s ta te  asá 

fron thee h^s ÉseommoSM descended x»«t of th e  l-'.&aanba fe ffo e re  c«£ eoae othera in  

th e  " ta te  of ’fhlo* re  hod th e  fbliew lag e h ild rœ i fcnirid, ^oaepl., f obles, áosaael, 

Bec, >.»i*î rad Ahr*h*a»

Jöaepfe fe ffa a r  «nd a y se lf  r;ere Inti*» fee friends fa r  Easy years end ve 

l e f t  wo s  oormsposfese® fo r y®-fr3  a f te r  be n*r»vod to  the t e s t e r s  ooisstry*

3©ESÆSEF
Fian;*m in  huffnor ::oiia*ied î^tes Tksgtsip (atmt of ymsr matte®?j esd s e tt le d  

on the- f  =m no ossted end on -shiofe '.SEv^iel: md Ferrer res id e  on th e  S n è l l i
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Creo’-, boat a a lle  south o f 'ursfiellsvtlle* Ho had the following na&ed children, 

to ■wit. by hia firs t wife, rotor, Benjamin, Mary, Bestaa, Martin* Am, hy hia 

(?®eond n ife, 'mrxtucl, tieuben, Abr" ham, Barbara, Slohaoì, Klicubeth# He livdd 

to « good old are «ad died en the plantation or which he firs t fiottio?.# After 

Me  firs t wife died he married fios Koietand#

* m m m  & w m m *

" v t e x i b m  Ruffner married ISlss (nano forgotten) and settled on tin farsi now 

ov.r,©d eia? on ehieh the «ddcrer Hoffima resides on the Big HsMkflfolli Creek about 

feo mil ss south of "imcloìb v ille *  He afterwards sold this f r a  and removed to 

the St;-to of Kentucky before 1 cone to Sammtómc* Shenoadoeh to  reside#

pstm WFmm xi
’’Kcrter Kuffnsr, your (Tendfather, married Hiss .Elisabeth Burner (th© sister 

of Bonjaiain*s wife) and settled on the fam  on which his father (fetor RUPfiner, th© 

elder; lived and died and on which your uncles resides* He has tho followingnamed 

children, to. wit* Isaac, ;..ll*abeth, doma, Joshua, Christian and Sfery (your ncfch&r), 

Hester, Haney, John, Barbara, Catherine#

"Your grandfather, Peter luffaer 2nd and wife lived to a good old age, 

died and were buried on the farm la the 'tu f fs «  burying ground, after having 

r- iced a ll their children#

SMAJHJEb RUPFTMl
tiiiné<a»*iani<»iw#nni>>iiiiii Hi iwimnwe

■̂Jmnuol Ruffa«* married a !Hes '"rovo and settled on the fern oh «e  

Blackford*® furmo© new stands but he afterwards sold it  to old Derrick 

Domybcck« md moved to the farm on which Blrioh Siedi«* now lives «  the Big 

Hnvkgbill Crook* Ho afterword sold the f a »  end taoved to the State of Oli o, r i »  re 

he now lives*

sLgABBfii n m n m

Elisabeth stufili« married Jacob Stover near “Stover stesi n% Shenandoah 

County, where ah# lived# She hrd a large family of children, whose n-mes 1 have 

forgotten * and died th «e *
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"Your mother v;as the most beautiful young lady, 1 thirls, X have ever see»

I lived ®t wnt-ollsville vfaet.i l courted and married her* Her father * s place tsas 

about one nd a half miles down the Ifetiksblll Creel' from Ifendelfe v ille*  X visited

them for a long time •with «such pleasure to myself in yoimg days*

X moved from Culpepper to  Shenandoah i& 1794 at the are of 19 years* Year

mote or and X have had 15 children, 1 suppose you « i l l  come to  the com Ins ion by
reading this and the KaryO genealogy that your onoegtors wore a pood stool? of

breeders* hen X le ft  Culpepper I w s a mere bey, just out of illinn  and fibry
College* nothing m s and:an in this part of the country but the Herman language ♦
the lew hutch* I procured a number of Oerraen books of the very best mti ors and
soon t e a » '  the best Herman scholar in a ll  this re^on* I learned to  read, speak

■ ud -r ite  the I'ooh Deutsoh and the Platt Ceutsch (high *-,«<3 low Dutch) languages
1 aa

and as you well kaow/bo thin dry beloved by a ll the Her nan families rnd setae 
of them s sy best friends*

In this X have only given you -n • coount o f  Peter Huffner, the older, and 

his children* You can readily now f i l l  up the remaining pages wit; tie history 

o f tic 3uffners from the materials in this neighborhood before you go sods k or 

o.t e a r n ©  other time#

%  knowledge of Peter Ruffncr, the'elder, is from Ms sob, l ateerlluf f»er 

(your -t ■-■ndfather) and from old papers which have oom  down throufo the family

to  me when 1 married in the f  r lly .

In conclusila, Jtunea, X M il s ry  to you that the ¡%ryes have brain® and 

pluo’ s the '-uffbers hav© good sense, honesty and virtue* Both feral!tee so far as 

I know, have come down to  you with.out blemish» o f character, so th--t Ac blood that 

fio ?»  through pour veins is  pure* I «111 therefore bteonish yc« to is transmit 

through your generation and day in Hire manner as i t  has corse &om tp you* I an 

proud o f sqy family end equally proad o f yean* mother's family* You have the person 

o f your mother, with isuoh tost is beat o f both Jferyes sad R uff» rs* So I w ill 

depend upon you to  hand down a good »-use to  the future %ryes* bet our motto 

be nQm&rA and Upwyd”* I could say a great deal about the esrly settlement of 

this country.and its  peoples, history, etc that would be highly intese?-, tinr to

posterity, but at tills time 1 cannot oosn.it i t  to  paper* 
resume ny pen upon this subject* X am your father, u'illis

At so no future day 1 may
S otri:*© «gC* ÓJ/TC.
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"Copied this day, April St, 1865 
By" 3« L* Huffner*

(As X interpret this infornati on, the “letter'* written by 'a S » r y e  to hie 
was written* in a led-or rr-ther than on ordinary stfeonery »  then cop® d 
sor© 35 ye're later by gf-id S L I’tuffrier * 028.)

Charleston, ;l VA
JVoa information received from -lane 58* Huffher Aowtiinc ppioit c 

1914 »  the fo Howing •

"the v  r ly  Huffners «ere ronaonites, an anti-war soot and oouB not be 

expected to furnish imny f i  ghtcra, but f>ohnnicht sent lone uecrge 8ufiher aa 

- noted Indian fishier* The early fighters belonged probably to the family 

of ammanaci* be’ had a large f-mily and «aa, hinself, a giant in si&e °ad 

stem :th* In 1805 he removed to Fairfield County, Ohio*

Ruffhcr, ( tiiink she ms referring to ..■corpo Suffner), «So lived

cn the b& 1 of the Ohio, vr a roused from sleep one winter sight by the 

violent bar’-.in'- of his dogs, which were driving, some ordinal into the river* 

fuffnor ir shod dosa the bank, thinking the  ̂rimai vno probably s deer, and
V  f

xfom he found that the dors and their game had t a l «  to the «  ter, he

nlun-ed in after them* lee was running freely in the water, but on he went,

end ’»borì, he reached the other side, he his dogs in fiere© conflict

Tritb '■ 1 rge block wolf* But t i »  wolf slashed the dogs so savagely ss to

clear the sa ce around bin, and there he stood ready to fight tho renter* Rufftoer

w- s Ir. hi on A“ t clothes and without any sort of -weapon, but he set tho dogs oo

f ®  wolf gala and while they were scuffling in the edhe of the %■ -ter, he

seised, fee wolf by the htod logs a»d tried to òr am him, but, fa iling in this,

h® swung his high in t ie  air -nd brought his he d down open a rook, crushing his skull.ff

( I  now refer yon b ok to page 6 to the recount of bow Joseph crossed 

the f  ulsy diver - end to the * witness*)

The witness who s w Joseph cross the O&uley River was on© faddy 

Huddleston, a tavern keeper, At which tavern àjsÈfef Joseph then at-yod overnight 

“ A -,a ria diet dimer "could be had for 16 2/3 cents, a rood bod and. clean shoots for 

8 l/f cents* I f  that tr-s too rich for your purse, a "cold diet dimer'* could 

be had for 10?? oente, a bod. with no sheets, but with ? bod companion -  whoever

might oo"« along - could be had for 5g cents* the tavern w - s often v iaft ed by 

Daniel Boom when he ms hunting and trapping in that region*
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Daniel Huffner, sm o f Joseph, o f Charleston built a large britfe hen re 

at 1710 Kamwha Blvd in 1815 on th© site o f Joseph*® lop honeste&d* In those 

days ev©ryon©*8 hose mg open to  travelers* Th© following a rtic le  appeared 

in the newspaper "Heatera ¥irgin iaaw on October 36, 1326#

"To Tr vellero -  The subscriber has opened a house o f eriv-'te anbort inrun t  

r t his con •■odious residence* sittsate 1 rail© and •§■ frora the tom  of Cherlesteri$ 

la  '!l.np thence to ¿©«.isburg* Avery e ffo r t «d l l  "bo to render the lodging o f 

the tr-ve lle r  oornfortable, and hi® diet palatable* Si® pastures ere extensive 

sad cow» abundant# fe  w ill therefore b© amply prepared to aeconod t© th© cattle 

or hop raoroh nt* For travellers on horseback* or in carriages, be «A ll be able 

to furnish pood stables well supplied vdth a l l  kinds o f provender for horses* 

September 13* Daniel Ruffher *

Daniel Boone, Bcnry Clay, S a m e l Houston, John Audubon, ~n& in October 

18SH, "resident Andrew Jackson -  were said to be a none those v is it in g  Daniel *s h one*

FVoa the ianoastor, Ohio Begle^Chusette, Saturday, Jepteraber 16, 1® j3

“SA0LR*3AZBT1* HATH»3 S0TK89 
By Charles doslin

"LOOKX&S IKO SI y SUM BARBEL -  To connect th© Forosman*8 E&11 on the 

bank of lush Creek north o f the Rushvillea wit!; the state road, a rood was 

laid out in 1334* That road began at the east end o f the Kush Creek bridge, 

and followed th© bottoraland north along the east side o f Hush Crook, abutting 

the farms of Jacob Huffner and Caleb Copeland*

to  lay out this rood, straon uartnsn and Daniel Dudrlck served as 

eh^-irnen. Dome Ruffrtor was the mrkor and -■•rl Hi fiber the surveyor* In 

1861 th is  road tsaa extended farther north, following the east bank tnaro car 

less, of Indian Creek* This is  nowd esiparted Richland Township Road 415 and 

$iKKm to  a  ny of the older residents as the dun Barrel Road* I t  sag probably 

c lied, by this none because ofthe many crooks and turns. I t  my have been 

likened to the bore o f  th e bunting r i f le s  used by the early settlers of 

Fairfield County* ^ax^aaMjatoaax: Xn the distance is  a

covered bridge «* the dary Buff&sr bridge over hush Crook, end near tthfteh once 

stood' the Foroeaan ^ ill#  (A picture of the bridge is  shwon)
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m m . W3mi R*S .«Hi. • 15th Jaasuxry 1778

El SIS Hf.lS OF GOB, AM3I, X Peter Ruffrmr fear, of tho Parish of Bfeofcford in the 
Bounty of S m w e  being of sound wind and perfect ise^ory thanks to hod far the 
gasse do r.nko «  ordain thia- sy lest w ill and Testament in tho mmer and form 
following, that io to soy, f ir s t  of e l l  I recommend qr sould to Cod mho gave i t  
•nd my bod? to the Earth fl*or, whoso© i t  earae to *•  burled in a ChrS&i&nlifc# 
manner -t the discretion o f sy ©'-eoutore hereinafter mentioned and a s to  '«bat 
v-or Idly estate i t  hath pleased Sod to bless s® with X dispose
thereof ln~"tho nrimor (71 s)

jap*i ¡is my ¡till tuad be sire is  th t  a ll ray just debts and funeral 6har-;-ea b© 
firs t raid and satisfied* It  or I  give «nd bequeath unto ay son -'etwr «uffner 
a ll th t  frcet QJ? J? roell of land thereon X nos live  except the part that is  
so nreyed to th® 111 Tr-.et to bin cad his heirs for over ay sifts r'ary Rufftaer 
third3 executed he paying to the follm**pere on th© suras of
money hereafter astifcimed* That is to say %® hundred nad f i f t y  pound to <Jaoob 
Stober op* son in low as the e-’ tne is stated that is to s y th© fir s t  year after 
is*jr Bcith h© alia 11 pay fvieoiy fiv e  -pounds end so on at th© ¡s-nr© rate t i l l  the whole 
? t  Twenty five  sounds a ye-.r is paid and thro® hundred and f i f t y  pounds to be paid 
to *y beloved wife SSsry Ruffner in th® :mnncr following that 1s t essay f i f t y  pounds 

ye- r froia rjy Death until the whole is paid to her, to bo given to her and her 
heirs end at.tho disposal of sy Beloved wifo %ry Ruffnar at her Beoensed so that 
m? beloved' v?if© pay unto sy son ~'omel dufftaor the sum of f i f t y  pounds on tho day of 
his r err inn© so that its  One ye r oftesr ry !>.ceased •* It«® I  g it  unto my ecu 
Joseph Auffner one shilling besides th© 1-nds already given •• Item I  five to sy 
j-oa Doruferaia Kuffnor One shilling besides the 1-ad already given *• Item 1 give 
unto fry' son nnben Ruffner one shilling beside th© land ?■Iroesdy givso** Itess Its my 
..ill a«fi (-'.©Giro that Ey son -"inuel Ruffscr shall have th® ndlie end the tract of land 
1©lnin~ the s -roe with th® ir iee  th~t ms surveyed of the Track thrt I  nov live  on 
Lhich I think w.& Twmby five acres* ’tbs line is marked, I J. ve and bequeath a ll 
ni-v'Eorses Ac#, th t  m  now Possessed with to r.y son Emanuel Ruffaer except the Blue 
Ror-n horse and white hors© vhioh I  beneath to wy beloved wife &.ry Rnf?n.er her sad 
her •’» iro  Item I give end bequeath to try beloved wife 1'isy Fufftaer a ll ay racveefcrlt 
©state not yet nentiomd- s’le paying $.11 sy Just'¡Debts in ststiwt Puri no her Ifeiural.
Li © or widowhood ©ad after her Deceased or Ferriage the emue or to equal tob «
¿evided anong ay children «• bast, I  do hereby make constitute aadpappclafe sy 
lovia • wife 5b.ry Ruffner Executrix and ry loving son Joseph nuffiner aad ay friend 
Benjamin .-trickier oxars of this my last"w ill and Testament hereby revoking 
dleanollar -nd rgdring void n il other ill©  by ac heretofore made declaring eat 
confirming this only to be my last w ill aad ¿’eetaraent* IB Tostfeony sfcareof I  hove 
hereunto sot ay h«nd and se-.l this Ifth  soary 1778*

his
•;©ter P*R* Ruffner .(Seal)

Mark

'.?i-'ned se'-lod published -:nd declared by th© »©stator to be tetsfc his last ^ i l l  
assd fostoment in tho gresonoo of*

Main ïounf. J* ©ob J» H* Burner
Selby Foley ChristTârT C.C. Groves
Jacob (sritten In tlerman)

.it a Court hold for tho County Sbemnde t e RHtb s i  day of ’*̂ iy 17''3* 
fge x- ©i will '’¡ad testament of rotor nuffner ¿-eceaaed ms Presented*

(Ilote - n̂ srthing crossed out tr.s done by me *• th© typwïriter is 
not wording rroperly* OR)
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( i l l  of *aanael ttuffner, -copied from the original ->t Court Man a®, t»--noest«p#whio)

In the noras of *rod# .“teen*

I ¡issanuel suffner of County of r ir f ic M  end ¿ ta ts  of Shi© Velar; In good 

health «# and of sound and disposing mind and «¡apery eonetdr la: the eerfcainty 

'«nth •••a: the uncorfc ie ty  of the tic© thereof and being desirous to  s e tt le  ay worldly 

•ffsire and thereby bo Vetter proper«.'’ to  leave th is  wear Id when i t  shall please Clod 

to  e 31 m  hose do therefore mho erdais oonstitute and publish tills  w  le s t  w ill 

>nd toataraeut aovoHn#: -nd Bahia; void a l l  former w ills  by ne-m de-at aay tin »

heretofore rad©/ in  the rapxmer and form following; to at is  to  say

Mr at* ¿bid principally  I  eomsit my soul." u att t? e babels of Almighty fed 

who nve i t  :’.nd ray Voddy to  the Sartfe to  be decently buried| and a fte r  ray Ju st 

debts -re p - id i  devise give and ben eath  ss fo llo w

Second*’ I  -ive  and bo»,yje >..th unto 3®y son Joseph litiffner and to h is heirs 

••nd •• ari-ne forever «11 end every p -rt of a tr a c t  of 1 nd on thick I no- liv e  aoff 

Vein- in  the County and Stats n ffo rs 'ld , Cont-tning two hundred and two ceres i t  

being r’ part of section number th ir ty  in  township amber seventeen ft a  Range number 

seventeen with a l l  the ir^reveraeiits and apprrteoaaoes thereunto belonging to  bo

held nd enjoy ©d/fforever, on Conditions th at the said Joseph fluffner his heirs or 

-•ssims shall r e l l  nd tru ly  pay unto ®y son Jncob Ruffncr and h is ohildrea the 

®.ir. of ©no hundred dollr rs* to  Barbara fence ru'd h©r Children the ana of one 

hundred dollars* io  ray son John 3u.ffn.cr his heirs or assigns the sun of one

hundred dollars* io  ray daughter Anna Hr oner her heirs or assigns the sum of one

hundred dollrra* To By daughter ills-, .both auffner the sum <£ on® hundred dollaro*

to zty d«a ;htor ' •.iilor.o a? >er her heirs or i.ssijns the a  n of <mehundred dollars. 

To -pr sen smm¿el duffner his hairs or assigns one hundred dollars* To my daughter 

lias snah Holler hex* heirs car «saigas o&® hundred dollars# To ray dot» -r.ter ’bry H ill 

■.nr] her heir John H ill the sum. of tan dollars*

the a editors to  bo present and keep on ©count of »ivory thinr sold and s e tt le  the

sans© i t  is  further my w ill that t i c  le v  sc® book shall be taken in  ooslderatlon 

thet tt;  Children shall sit?.re scot A share a lik e .

I beoueath

by thorn

teeevrfcors
Third* i t  is further % w ill th t -Lifter try da th tip

f c c"l@ of tiy personal property «s4 ■ nd »gnally :i v i ’ c it/
e
t/  anori’-y^heweeAv««
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ted lastly I do 

o f ' llnut

Jaunty to  be -v-ecutore

hereby Constitute and appoint ay friend Thoms 

Tovaaship “ad ooha rVy o f aushcroek Somsklp in said 

of this agr last -will and testament E&ttfyino and

Confiroinr this sad no other to bo ay last vdll and testaawnt* It  is  further

w ill th fc r^wson Joseph Huffher *  »11 pay ’ l l  qy »■xpmeee o f l  nst sickness 
i  funoroll expenses«

In toattaony h e re o f I emnuel auffner have hereunto sot ay Hand. 

a»l ”ffixed qy seal this ihseaby f ifth  day of ¿¿«eaaber in the year o f our 

Lord ,'tp,-toen hundred © forty three«

Stenuol «uffner (i. ®)

bi-nod iliblished and deelr-ed by the -tw o  .oaoauel Enffiner as 

■■■: for his v s t  m il  and testament in  preseme o f u* rho at his le t neat 

have signed as witnesses to  the s tae*

Attest Joh: Brets 

henry hrete
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( te s t  *U 1  and teotoraeafe of os» doter Itóffner « f  F'^irfioM Cot  Otile «* eoplod 
fro» t ;«  ««’ifTinal «fc th@ beasoftotar C«*rt -oso©« '®ofee «► «e r é  ntó #t##¡ 
ji ís t  te  •-■ th ls  Peter m »  • but ■© thtefe ho tfeo th c aon « f iü f f ü i ls i  S® "411 
fteá «ufe e?otóu«ll3y)

*tn  th® asta© ■*>£ 3od -fem*

1 í-tóer Suffher o f ñi@ klm á a tetó  fow ite if te  € outóy é

State of otilo eonsteeriir: te© «mcrte tetar of te te  mortal U fo  «ai boia»: ®f
í#¿á

noond end pQvtcút/'kimsírj' ftlmnañ be "Is i  lity  -"'od for tho 8©»e* de maJbe and

nublisfc th ls  s$r te tó  t jJ l l  r.t»S fotóeaotó* te  m anar and roya felle^ing#Ittet le te s y)

First 1 i ? e  and bogeeeth tiste ®y beloveé  r ifo  C&tlerise Üuftmr 

m® hnadred a-4 filt?/ e®r®§ i f  las$ o f tetis h a lf sooiáUm 1 asm U fe  m.„

Togother « itb  a l l  tbo te$ror«ewn;t8 «nd otó buildlnpa and «ffeiteonsaotó A 

teateow er to  te® *©id load ::%©©«&■© <sr fars W «  e* («Boept as» eprtege of 

« ít« *  tefasb rleoe near tho eoute. Iteo sed neer Ib® santa ©ornar #Jf ttóte t e l f  

seetioa) ?ogottóar ettb s i l  md singular # í# ppeflte rente «r.d teeue* o t  te® #*>»* 

dorlnn t»r rAém¡h&o&» 1 farther «111 «tsd ordor te s t  feo recelnter port ©r 

t«®rt©r «wfei® la  tel»  b©lf sotóte« «br-12 be la&eed toftóher «dth tho above 

oxocptod «orla - o f  w--t®r# flor th® bonefit of tay hatee* M# 1 ftefehcr '411 , »Ü  

©rd«r# thet : t  or teeaediatety ©fter tho 'a rria r«  or feafch of sy eider, te. tete© 

ln - é . Ltoammr.&a mú apntjrtenomíw testeeosp/er 1 hav* feertóf' bs^oetóber to i f  tsife 

íjli l l  be leooed oet iter te# boaofit ffif Bo4r# aleo « já  I  ftirfeher -4re ®rsfl 

be§ue tía tmio cy belotred ssrif® Ctóhartne HaffBf-r tóaes oao foathor bad and recklte • 

Fereirtr* I  "leo- giro and boqpioath tasto belored « If»  ono Itere© be «t te  roluo 

ató íSvoír© tootóy Fom -s «ad s Sfeddl« é brldlo darin her ’Wldofslioodi tsfci©'', Bf*aet* 

s ddle end Ir id ie  be s&iíl for otó of asy «tete* I Alee gte® and b«gooat)t

tmfco a?/ t,if# «IX te© gr«te on ^  reáteos f ar s»cr» I ais© -.íto a»d boqnentfc «ato 

belorod o lfo  ano ©o® & et vn'lft om  &m & * l®db »Mefc «d» «hall taire «fe t i»

Aipr isoEso?t nhleh fít*fc & i !«  laer««#« teeroef te a ll be Itere é o r i r  her sidoetieod# 

1 Meo .-tee aá be^uaafeh tinto sry beloroá « ife  a P â» a Fot ®oñ ñ Ibsteh Oren to  bo 

ta ;»": at te# «pproijpatót  A to  fe  tero darte"; hrr '"iémshooS* I  fttrthor ‘ir® and

sal beoioath tasto np- beiored wíf® m® third p r t  of ^  P«r»oml Soteto* JStó I  

f tr t lo r  «411 md ordor t fe t  t¡©  m alos «rloten froa te s  «-1# of «y ■ ©rssml Sottóe
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shall bo paid out fbr the land which land whm bourht shall be leased tor th© 

benefit of ay loirs* I  further w ill and order that the s t il ls  and vcacolla be ©old 

with Bff personal property* And 1 further w ill and order that ngr Executor© shall 

K t-0 i 3a-- c I  jane as good a T itle  as 1 myself could do provided he the s id I;] or© 

do •.efl 1 * truly pay hie share of said land end a roe to the Division line th t  was 

when I  bou-hfc said land* And 1 do hereby appoint Andrew/ Kite Senior and Jacob 

Liissolnan both of Pleasant Tomchlp in county & state aforesaid end Catherine 

Ruffnar iay beloved wife ay Executors of this ay 1 s t trill sad Taetarawfc hereby 

revoking 11 fojmcr w ills by m made* in -Itness Thereof 1 have hereunto set uy 

hand end Seal this eighth Lay . o f April ia  the year of our hard One thousand Bight 

Hundred and Five*

Peter Ruffnar

Si fitted # Sealed, Published and. declared by the above nrsaed Peter Ruffner to 

be his last w ill exA testament in the rcsencc of us who have hereunto Subscribed 

o-ur iraee as itnosnos in the Presence of th© Testator*

Christian Ca^y 

Isaac Hito

Josoe Sffi&th Filed for probat© 4 ffey 1806 (FOR Sr, 9*»11~13€>S)
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