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Abstract

Reading comprehension is important in everyday life. Being able to

read and interpret what is being read is vital to living a competent
ife. Learning if any external factors may affect one’s reading

comprehension is important. The purpose of this study was to Pa r-tICI pa n-ts

consider the relationship of birth order with reading comprehension

scores. A sample of 121 (78 women, 42 men, and 1 unidentified) * Recruitment at Northwestern

participants answered a demographics questionnaire regarding College

their birth order and then completed a reading comprehension test. [MEZARRCIRE .-
No statistically significant differences were found in reading e /8 Women

comprehension scores related to birth order. However, the women [IRIRAYANMICTY

who completed the test had higher reading comprehension scores KIRGIsllel=Taldiil=To N€I=Talol=]s
than the men who completed the test. Implications of this data and FCEAYCISERAISENLCES

further research suggestions are then discussed.

Results: Hypothesis not supported. F(2,115) = 3,
MSE =/57.37,p=.118

Methodology Hypothesis 2: T-Test

|_| M |tat|on5 e Gates-MacGinity Reading Comprehension & o o Std. Error
e Construct includes too many variables Vocabulary Test MR e Deviation Ll
e Too complexto predict external behavior e 135 Questions
e [imed Test o 53 Vocabulary Questions -“nm
e [ ength of test o 82 Reading Comprehension Questions
e investigate family size and parent 1Q o 93-.95 Reliability Coefficents -m.

e Age gaps between siblings

Results: Hypothesis supported. t(113) =-2.272, p =.025
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Equal variances
assumed

Implications

Reinforces previous research
Cannot say for certain birth order effects
reading comprehension scores
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