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Abstract

We study discrete-time predictable forward processes
when trading times do not coincide with performance
evaluation times in a binomial tree model for the
financial market. The key step in the construction of
these processes is to solve a linear functional equa-
tion of higher order associated with the inverse problem
driving the evolution of the predictable forward pro-
cess. We provide sufficient conditions for the existence
and uniqueness and an explicit construction of the
predictable forward process under these conditions. Fur-
thermore, we find that these processes are inherently
myopic in the sense that optimal strategies do not make
use of future model parameters even if these are known.
Finally, we argue that predictable forward preferences
are a viable framework to model human-machine inter-
actions occurring in automated trading or robo-advising.
For both applications, we determine an optimal interac-
tion schedule of a human agent interacting infrequently
with a machine that is in charge of trading.
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1 | INTRODUCTION

Classical expected utility maximization requires to determine ex ante three basic elements: the
investment horizon, the market model, and the performance criterion in terms of a utility func-
tion applying at the chosen terminal time. This fundamental setup has, however, two important
limitations. First, the investor must pre-specify her future risk preference for evaluating the per-
formance of investment strategies and the market model for describing asset dynamics for the
entire investment horizon. As a consequence, the risk preference and the market model cannot
be adjusted to new market observations over time. This is problematic, especially when the invest-
ment horizon lies in the distant future. Second, the investment horizon needs to be set before the
investor enters the market.

Forward performance processes are an alternative performance criterion that can address
these issues. Their continuous-time version was introduced in various forms in Musiela and
Zariphopoulou (2006), Musiela and Zariphopoulou (2008), Musiela and Zariphopoulou (2009),
Musiela and Zariphopoulou (2010), Henderson and Hobson (2007), Choulli et al. (2007), Zitkovi¢
(2009), and El Karoui and Mrad (2013), and further developed in, for example, Avanesyan et al.
(2020), Chong (2019), Bo et al. (2022), El Karoui et al. (2014, 2018, 2022), El Karoui and Mrad (2021),
He et al. (2021), Hu et al. (2020), Killblad et al. (2018), Killblad (2020), Liang and Zariphopoulou
(2017), Nadtochiy and Tehranchi (2017), and Shkolnikov et al. (2016).

In contrast, the discrete-time case is less well understood. To the best of our knowledge, the
only studies concerned with the analysis thereof are Angoshtari et al. (2020), where the frame-
work was first introduced, Strub and Zhou (2021) who extend some of the key results therein to
more general models for the financial market and investigate the associated dynamics of risk pref-
erences, and the recent Angoshtari (2022), who establishes existence results in general complete
markets and a new solution method for the generalized integral equations associated with the
construction of discrete-time, predictable forward processes based on the Fourier transform for
tempered distributions.

An advantage of the discrete-time formulation of forward performance processes is that they are
predictable instead of just adapted. This leads to a more intuitive relation of the utility functions
at two consecutive time points. We herein build on the work of Angoshtari et al. (2020) and aim
to extend their key results to the multi-period binomial tree model for the financial market. A
key feature, both conceptually and technically, of this extension is that performance evaluation
times generally do not coincide with trading times, but occur at a lower frequency. This setting is
of particular relevance for wealth management, where interaction with the client often occurs at
a lower frequency than trading.

According to the general scheme developed in Angoshtari et al. (2020), the key step in the
construction of a predictable forward process is to solve an associated inverse investment problem,
where one is given an initial utility function and model for the market and seeks to determine a
utility function applying at terminal time such that the initial utility function becomes the value
function of the resulting expected utility maximization problem. Whereas this is a single-period
problem in the binomial case studied in Angoshtari et al. (2020), we herein face a multi-period
inverse investment problem. Because the financial market for each single evaluation period is
complete, the results of Strub and Zhou (2021) apply and a solution to the multi-period inverse
investment problem can be obtained by solving an associated generalized integral equation. In the
binomial tree model considered herein, the associated generalized integral equation is a linear
functional equation of higher order. Our main technical contributions are sufficient conditions
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for existence and uniqueness for the associated equation as well as an explicit construction of a
solution under those conditions. An overview of the general theory of functional equations can be
found for example in Kuczma et al. (1990), Kress et al. (1989), Polyanin and Manzhirov (2008), or
Zemyan (2012). There are interesting applications of this theory in fields as diverse as geometry,
probability theory, financial management, or information theory.

An interesting observation is that optimal strategies associated with a predictable discrete-time
forward performance process are inherently myopic in the sense that they do not make use of
information about future market parameters. This is in stark contrast to the classical, backward
expected utility maximization problem where optimal strategies generally depend on future mar-
ket parameters or characteristics thereof. Another observation is that discrete-time predictable
forward performance processes are decreasing in the evaluation period. In continuous time, for-
ward performance processes are not necessarily monotone in time. However, continuous-time
forward performance processes that are time-monotone often allow for more explicit results, see,
for example, Musiela and Zariphopoulou (2009) and Berrier et al. (2009).

The second major contribution of this paper is an application of discrete-time predictable for-
ward processes with infrequent evaluation as a framework to model human-machine interactions
such as automated trading and robo-advising. To the best of our knowledge, this is the first appli-
cation of the theory of forward preferences to the asset allocation problems faced by an automated
trading system (ATS) or a robo-advisor.

Automated trading dates back as far as the 1970s and was developed out of the introduction of
designated orders turnaround system, see Grossman (1988). Broadly defined, automated trading
refers to the execution of orders by an algorithm according to a pre-defined trading strategy. To
date, ATS are widely used by institutional and retail traders alike. The literature on automated
trading strategies is vast, see for example the monographs Cartea et al. (2015) and Aldridge (2013).
Another ongoing and controversial topic of research is studying the impact of automated trading
on financial markets. For example, Hendershott et al. (2011) found that automated trading can
improve market efficiency and liquidity, Chaboud et al. (2014) and Brogaard et al. (2014) argue that
automated trading improves price and informational efficiency, and the implications on behaviors
and strategies of traders are investigated in O’hara (2015).

Robo-advisors constitute a class of wealth management tools that offer asset allocation rec-
ommendations and implementations based on algorithms and automated by software, see, for
example, D’Acunto and Rossi (2021) for an overview and taxonomy. They contribute to the democ-
ratization of finance by making wealth management services that were previously limited to a
select group of wealthy investors available for all. Since emerging in the late 2000s, robo-advising
services have experienced rapid growth and are now estimated to manage over USD 1600 billion
of over 500 million clients globally.

In both applications, we consider a machine trading on behalf of a human agent at a high fre-
quency and interacting with the agent at a lower frequency. In the case of automated trading,
the human agent is a market expert that periodically communicates updated assessments of the
market as inputs for an ATS. In the case of robo-advising, the human agent is a client that period-
ically communicates her risk-preferences to the robo-advisor. Predictable forward processes with
infrequent evaluation have three important features making them expedient for such applications.

First, the construction of forward processes assures that optimal investment strategies are
time-consistent. This is in stark contrast to the dynamic mean-variance objective. Whenever
preferences are time-inconsistent, one has to decide on whether to work with pre-committed
or equilibrium strategies, and there does not seem to be a canonic choice for the two applica-
tions. For example, when modeling the asset allocation problem of a robo-advisor, Capponi et al.
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(2022) and Dai et al. (2021a) work with equilibrium strategies while Cui et al. (2022) introduce
mean-variance induced utility functions to avoid the issue altogether. However, it seems also
plausible to work with pre-committed strategies and regard the machine (viz., the ATS or the robo-
advisor) as a pre-commitment device. Working with forward processes avoids this discussion and
leads to strategies that are globally optimal.

Second, forward processes accommodate dynamically changing investment horizons. While
this feature is an advantage for portfolio selection in general, it is of particular relevance for our
applications. Imagine a situation where the investment horizon the human agent is reached, but
the agent forgets to withdraw her funds or otherwise communicate with the trading platform.
How should the trading platform act in this situation if it aims to continue investing in the best
interest of the human agent? Forward preferences provide an elegant solution to this problem:
Continue investing in a manner that is consistent with previous preferences and decisions by
updating preferences according to the martingale optimality principle.

Third, in addition to these general advantages of forward performance processes, the specific
class we investigate herein allow for the additional feature that trading times do not necessarily
coincide with performance evaluation times. This is of practical relevance for the applications
we have in mind, as trading typically occurs at a higher frequency than interaction with the
human agent.

In the automated trading application, we consider a human expert operating an ATS whose
preferences are described by a discrete-time predictable performance process. The expert gath-
ers information about the time-varying parameters describing the financial market and updates
these at infrequently occurring interactions with the ATS. On the other hand, the ATS manages
the portfolio on behalf of the expert period-by-period based on the assessment of the market com-
municated by the expert at the last interaction time. The expert seeks to determine an optimal
schedule for interacting with the ATS that balances a tradeoff between accuracy about the current
values of the market parameters and a cost incurred when assessing the market. We characterize
the optimal interaction schedule and find that it balances a tradeoff between the cost required to
assess the market parameters and expected loss in performance due to the inaccuracy about the
market parameters. As one could intuitively expect, the optimal interaction schedule is increas-
ing in the interaction cost and decreasing in a uniform increase of uncertainty about the market
parameters. However, the effect of a non-uniform increase in the uncertainty is more intricate,
and it can indeed happen that the optimal interaction schedule increases when uncertainty about
the market parameters in the near future increases. This occurs because an increase in the uncer-
tainty about market parameters in the near future harms performance after each interaction time.
Interacting more frequently therefore does not necessarily lead to better performance. We also
numerically investigate how the optimal interaction schedule depends on the risk-aversion of the
human expert. Typically, a more risk-averse expert is interacting more frequently with the ATS
than a less risk-averse expert. However, when the interaction cost is large and either the expected
return of the risky asset is close to the risk-free return or the risk-aversion is already large, then an
increase in risk-aversion can lead to an increase of the optimal interaction schedule. In this case,
the investment in the risky asset is very small, and the updating of the probability for a positive
outcome does not lead to a significant change in optimal investment strategies.

In the robo-advising application, we consider a client of a robo-advisor whose preferences are
described by a general stochastic utility process. The robo-advisor manages the portfolio on behalf
of the client, but only has accurate knowledge about the client’s risk preferences whenever there
is an interaction. The robo-advisor also has an accurate understanding of the parameters specify-
ing the current financial market. But as associated optimal strategies have to be approved by the
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client, market parameters are effectively only updated whenever there is an interaction as well.
We seek to determine an optimal schedule of interaction between robo-advisor and client that
bounds the deviation between the actual strategy implemented by the robo-advisor and an ideal
strategy that would be obtained if the robo-advisor always has accurate knowledge about the risk
preferences of the client and can update market parameters period-by-period. We characterize
an optimal interaction schedule under a robust approach and find that the client should interact
more frequently when she is less tolerant about deviations from an ideal strategy or when there
is greater uncertainty about market or preference parameters. Interestingly, we also show that it
is optimal to interact less frequently in a more volatile market environment all else being equal.
The intuition is that both the ideal strategy and the strategy implemented by the robo-advisor are
less aggressive in a volatile environment and their deviation consequentially smaller. A further
numerical analysis indicates that the optimal interaction schedule is more sensitive about the
uncertainty in market parameters than about the uncertainty in preference parameters.

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we introduce the model for the
financial market and review the definition and preliminary results for discrete-time predictable
performance processes. We provide sufficient conditions for existence and uniqueness and an
explicit construction of the discrete-time predictable forward process in Section 3. In Sections 4
and 5, we discuss discrete-time predictable forward processes as a potential framework to model
preferences for automated trading and robo-advising applications. Section 6 concludes the paper.

2 | DISCRETE-TIME PREDICTABLE FORWARD PERFORMANCE
PROCESSES: MODEL AND DEFINITION

In this section, we introduce the notion of discrete-time predictable forward performance process
with evaluation period larger than one in a binomial tree model which was originally presented
in Cox et al. (1979) for option pricing. Discrete-time predictable forward performance processes
were introduced in Angoshtari et al. (2020) for general models of the financial market. However,
their analysis is limited to the single-period binomial model where trading dates and performance
evaluation dates coincide. The complete semimartingale model in Strub and Zhou (2021) is more
general than the setup of this paper, but they do not provide conditions for existence and do not
explicitly construct discrete-time predictable forward processes as we will herein.

The investor starts at time zero with preferences over wealth represented by a utility function
U,. We herein assume that any utility function U : R* — R is twice continuously differentiable,
strictly increasing, strictly concave and satisfies the Inada conditions. We fix a probability space
(Q, F,P), where P denotes the real (historical) probability measure on (Q, 7). Throughout the
paper, N denotes the set of positive integers and N is the set of nonnegative integers.

We suppose that the investor trades at discrete times n, n € N, between a risk-free bond whose
(discounted) price offers zero interest and a single risky stock. The (discounted) price process
S = (Sp)nen, of the stock is described by a binomial model

Sn = Sn—l(uan + dn(l - Bn))’ neNn,

and Sy = 1, where B, € {0, 1}foralln € N, thatis, (B,),ecn is @ sequence of Bernoulli random vari-
ables with transition probabilities (p,,),en- We allow for the market parameters (u,,),,ens () nens
and (p,,)xen to be stochastic processes satisfying d,;, p, € (0,1) and u,, > 1, n € N. For methods
to calibrate binomial models we refer to Cox et al. (1979), Rubinstein (1994), or Jackwerth (1999).
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Here and throughout the paper, we assume that all relations hold P-almost surely. The investor
evaluates her portfolio at performance evaluation times (7j )xen, given by 7, = km, where m € N
is the evaluation period length. One could more generally consider (7} )ren, to be a stochastic pro-
cess taking values in Ny such that 7, = 0 and 7;.,; > 7} and a measurability requirement implying
that the length of each evaluation period is known at the beginning of the respective period.

We specify the filtration FF = (F,),en, by supposing that 7, is the augmented o-algebra gener-
ated by (Bj);.’=1 and (u;,d;, pj);?fl with k such that (k — 1)m < n < km — 1. This specification of
the filtration is to be interpreted as follows. At any point in time, the investor knows the past price
levels of the stock and the market parameters of the past and current (performance) evaluation
period. However, the market parameters of subsequent evaluation periods remain stochastic. We
complete the specification of the market by assuming that

P[B, = 1|F,_1] =1=P[B, =0[F,_1] = pp, nenN.

This assures that p,, satisfies the usual interpretation of the conditional probability of an upward
move of the stock in the nth trading period.

Performance evaluation occurring less frequently than trading and the enlargement in filtration
are the exact differences between the model studied herein and Angoshtari et al. (2020). When
m = 1, trading times and performance evaluation times coincide and the model reduces to the
one extensively studied therein. However, in general, the evaluation period length is strictly larger
than one and trading thus occurs at a higher frequency than performance evaluation. This sepa-
ration between trading times and performance evaluation times is a key feature of our model and
will be at the heart of our analysis and applications. We remark that we make an implicit assump-
tion that trading is more frequent than performance evaluation and that the investor can trade at
every performance evaluation time. This is natural. Performance evaluation without concurrent
trading would not be observable.

Trading strategies are described by means of predictable processes 7 = (7,,),en, Where 7,
denotes the dollar amount invested in the risky asset over trading period [n — 1, n). A portfolio
is constructed by following the trading strategy on the stock while investing all the remaining
wealth in the risk-free bond. Given an initial wealth x > 0 and self-financing trading strategy
7, the wealth process X™ = (X7 ),en €volves according to X = x + 2?21 ni(;—il —1). A trading
strategy 7 as well as the associated wealth process X” are called admissible if X7 is nonnegative.
We denote by A(n, x) the set of admissible trading strategies (774 )x>, and by X(n, x) the associated
wealth processes (X ,’f k>n starting from X7 = x, n € N, and abbreviate A(0, x), X(0, x) by A(x),
X(x). We often drop the explicit dependence of a wealth process on the trading strategy and write
X € X(n, x).

We remark that the model for the financial market described above is sequentially complete
across each evaluation period in the following sense. For any k € N and F,,-measurable ran-
dom variable X,, > 0 there exists an F_;),-measurable random variable X_;, such that
X € X(m, X k_1)m)- In other words, any random variable measurable with respect to the fil-
tration at the end of an evaluation period can be generated by admissible trading starting from
a random variable measurable at the beginning of the same evaluation period. This feature is a
straightforward consequence from the fact that model parameters are known at the beginning
of each evaluation period and that, thus, each evaluation period in isolation is nothing but a
standard binomial model. However, the model is not necessarily complete across multiple evalu-
ation periods. For example, an F,,,-measurable random variable X,,, is not necessarily replicable
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by admissible trading from a deterministic initial wealth. This is because the model parameters
over the second evaluation period (m, 2m] are not known at the beginning of the first evaluation
period. Hence, X,,, cannot be hedged by admissible trading if the model parameters are deter-
mined in part through some exogenous random noise. The market would become complete if
market parameters are adapted to the filtration generated by the stock price. We study an exam-
ple of such a market in greater detail in Subsection 4.2 where we consider a specific rule of how
market parameters are updated in response to previous outcomes of the stock.

We next present the definition of discrete-time predictable forward performance processes with
evaluation period length m.

Definition 2.1. A family of random functions {Uy,, : R* x Q —» R|k € Ny} is called a
discrete-time predictable forward performance process with evaluation period length m € N (an
m-forward process in short) if the following conditions hold:

(i) Uop(x,-)is constant and Uy, (x, -) is F(k_1),-measurable for each x € R* and k € N.
(i) Upp(, w)is a utility function for almost all w € Q and all k € N,
(iii) For any initial wealth x > 0 and admissible wealth process X € X(x),

Utke—tym (Xk=1m) 2 E[UkmKien)|Fk=1ym)>  k €N.

(iv) For any initial wealth x > 0, there exists an admissible wealth process X* € X(x) such that

Ule-1ym <X(*k_1)m) = E[Ukn (X}, [Fe-iym]. k€N

Definition 2.1 is analogous to its single-period counterpart, but we are now interested in the
case where trading occurs more often than performance evaluation. See Angoshtari et al. (2020)
for a detailed discussion of the definition and a theoretical framework of discrete-time predictable
forward performance processes. Considering discrete-time predictable forward performance pro-
cess with evaluation period larger than one is more general mathematically and also relevant for
applications. It is increasingly the case that trading is automated and executed by machines at a
higher frequency than monitoring and analyzing of the investment portfolio by a human agent.
Modeling a framework where trading occurs at a higher frequency than performance evaluation
and preference updating is thus important for investment practice.

Property (i) requires that preferences applying at the end of an evaluation period are known at
the beginning of that period. This reflects the predictability of discrete-time predictable forward
processes adapted to multi-period evaluation of the performance. Properties (iii) and (iv) demand
that an m-forward process evolves under the guidance of Martingale Optimality Principle and
ensure time-consistency of optimal strategies. In addition, properties (iii) and (iv) imply that

Ugoom Xy ) = esssup )[E [Ukm(ka) r(k_1>m]. )

kaeX((k—l)m,XZ”‘k_l)m
Iteratively solving (1) leads to the construction of the m-forward process, see Angoshtari et al.
(2020) for a detailed exposition. The crucial step is to solve the following inverse investment prob-
lem: Given an initial utility function U, we seek for a forward utility function U,,, such that for
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any x > 0,

Uy(x)= sup E[U,X,)]= sup E lUm(x + Z (R — 1))] . )
i=1

X, €X(x) TeA(X)

One can then construct U,,,,, Us,,, ... by repeatedly solving a problem of the form (2) conditionally
on updated information available at next evaluation point and arguing that this solution satisfies
the required measurability conditions. We emphasize that obtaining a solution that is measurable
as a function of the market parameters is necessary for the construction of a predictable forward
process, cf. Strub and Zhou (2021, Remark 2.2) for details.

Remark 2.2. When deriving the solution to the inverse investment problem (2), we will carefully
argue that the constructed forward utility function depends in a measurable way on all market
parameters at the previous evaluation time, and that this will allow us to obtain a predictable
process. Therefore, the dynamic version of the sequence of random problems (1) can be reduced
to the deterministic version (2).

In analogy to the terminology in Strub and Zhou (2021), we will refer to an initial utility function
U, and a utility function U,,, solving (2) as an m-forward pair (U, U,,). Note that our assumptions
imply that the model input is known at the beginning for the evaluation period as a determinis-
tic triplet ((p;)i=1,..m» (Ui)i=1,..m»> (di)i=1,...m)- Recall from the above discussion that the market is
sequentially complete across each evaluation period and that the equivalent martingale measure
for the truncated model of a single evaluation period is therefore unique. We denote it by Q and
letq; = %, i =1,...,m, be the risk-neutral probability for an upward move of the stock in the

ith tradinlg pleriod.

A key result for the theory of discrete-time predictable forward processes is the equivalence
between the inverse investment problem (2) and a generalized integral equation for the inverse
marginal or the conjugate corresponding to the involved forward pair. This was shown for the
binomial market in Angoshtari et al. (2020) and generalized to complete semimartingale models
in Strub and Zhou (2021). To state this result, we recall the definition of an inverse marginal func-
tion. An inverse marginal functionI : Rt — R is continuously differentiable, strictly decreasing
and satisfies lim,_, , ., I(y) = 0 and lim,_,+ I(y) = oco. For a given utility function U(x), x € R,
I(y) = (U")~!(y) is the inverse marginal function corresponding to U(x). We denote the set of util-
ity functions by U, the set of inverse marginal functions by Z. According to Theorem 2.4 in Strub
and Zhou (2021), see also Theorems 5.1 and 5.2 in Angoshtari et al. (2020) for an earlier version in
the single-period binomial setting, solving the inverse investment problem (2) in the space U" of
utility functions is equivalent to finding a solution to

1) =Ea|n(s55)|. 9>0 ®

in the space T of inverse marginal functions in the following sense: If (U, U,,,) is an m-forward
pair solving (2), then the associated inverse marginal functions (I, I,;,) solve (3). Vice versa, if
Iy, I,,) is a pair of inverse marginal functions satisfying (3), then the associated utility functions
satisfy (2) up to a constant, that is, there is a constant ¢ € R, which can be expressed explicitly in
terms of Uy, I,,,, and the market parameters, such that U,,,(x) := U,,(x) + c satisfies (2). Because
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it is often the case that finding a solution to the generalized integral equation (3) is considerably
easier than solving the inverse investment problem (2), the generalized integral equation (3) plays
an important role in the theory of discrete-time predictable forward processes. Our main technical
contribution is to provide a solution to (3) for the binomial market when trading times do not coin-
cide with performance evaluation times, and thus (3) reduces to a linear functional equation as
in Angoshtari et al. (2020) but of higher order. Solving (3), together with a thorough analysis of
the result, will be the content of the following Section 3 for the case of time-homogeneous and
time-heterogeneous market parameters respectively.

3 | THE LINEAR FUNCTIONAL EQUATION OF HIGHER ORDER

In this section, we first develop a general approach to solving the linear functional equation (3)
associated with the inverse investment problem (2). We then study a special market setting with
time-homogeneous market parameters. This slight loss of generality will allow us to derive more
explicit and interpretable results.

3.1 | The heterogeneous case
In the general case, the agent has possibly heterogeneous beliefs on future price movements

across the trading periods constituting a given evaluation period. Given the deterministic
triplet ((pi)i=1,...m> Mi)i=1....m> (di)i=1...m) characterizing the multi-period binomial tree, we fol-

low Angoshtari et al. (2020) and set a; = ﬂli, b; = ﬂ, ¢ = ? fori=1,2,...,m, where
pi 1—qi gi —4i
q; = =i i the risk-neutral probability for an upward move of the stock in the ith trading period.

ui—a;
Observe that there are 2" possible outcomes for the m-period binomial tree with heterogeneous
market parameters. When ordered from the lowest price level to the highest, they occur with prob-

m + s
abilities ] p:/“(l —p)' 74, j=0,1,...,2™ — 1,wherey; ; is defined as the i’th digit of the binary
i=1

representation of j, thatis, (j)19 = (¥jm - ¥j.27j1)2 and zeros are filled in the front of the binary
representation if it contains less than m digits. In the current setting, the generalized integral
equation (3) can thus be written as the linear functional equation

m
Vi oy
o a1~ '
A j i —y i= ~
L= [la"a-a)' 7, = | @
i=1 Vji 1-7;;
l il;Ilpi’ (1-p)'77

Analyzing (4) is challenging because the argument of I,,, can in general not be transformed to an
iterative form. However, we are still able to characterize solutions to (4) within the class of inverse
marginal functions and provide conditions for the uniqueness of such a solution. This will be the
main technical contribution of this section.

For a given initial utility function U, € U and associated inverse marginal function I, € 1 we
define the following auxiliary functions,

—log. b
®o(y) = Ip(aje1y) — bilp(cy) and Wo(y) =y “S1'Iy(c1y), y >0, (5)
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and

=1
= Z (_1)p(n1 """ ni)Q(vl ..... 0;);(N ey n,—)IO(R(vl ..... 0;);(M5eens nl-)ai+1y)

H(1+bl)< )

Jj=1
o0
—b Z (_1)P(n1 """ ni)Q(ul ,,,,, 0;);(M ey n,-)IO(R(Ul ..... 0;); (N 5eeny nl)y)>’
n,=0,...,n;=0
i
[1a+b)
Tgul ----- Ui)(y) — y_(log“iﬂbi“)l:li
v
15"
i (6)

i
for y>0, i=1,..,m—1, and (vy,..,v;) €{0,1}, where Q. vy = 11 bZ"(l_ZU"),
k=1

................

s=1 u=1

(®, ), we say that the pair satisfies condition (C1) if

®'(y) > 0 and either a > 1 and lim ¥(y) =0ora < 1and 111})1+ Y(y) =0.
y—00 y—

We say that the pair of functions (®, ¥) satisfies condition (C2) if

®’(y) < 0 and either a > 1 and lir(r)1+ Y(y)=0ora<1land lim ¥(y) =0.
y— y—00

.....

( ) (et1, ., a3, 1) if (d)gal """ a"),llfgal """ ai)) satisfies (C1),
Ay e s Ajp1) =

fori=1,..m-1.

The following theorem constitutes the main result of this section and provides an explicit
expression for I,,, in terms of I, with their corresponding utility functions being an m-forward
pair. This expression in turn leads to a construction method for the m-forward pair. This theorem
is the multi-period analogue to the single-period result in (Angoshtari et al., 2020, Theorem 7.1).
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Theorem 3.1. Let Uy € U be a utility function with associated inverse marginal function I, and
suppose that {(ay, ..., &;)}i=1..._m exists. Define I,,, by

.....

m
H(1+bi) [ m m m
i=1 1-2 sag—1)+(as—1
IO - Y S | avz()(Hagw e >1‘[cuy>, @
H b"_‘j 1y =0,...,1,,=0 k=1 s=1 u=1
; J
Jj=1

and

X

ISR U

U,,(x) :=Uy(1) + Ep l/ o I;}(t)dt], x> 0.

Then U, is the unique utility function solving (2) and I,, is the unique inverse marginal function
solving the generalized integral equation (4). Moreover, the optimal wealth solving (2) is given by

X0 =1,y <Ug<x>fi%> ®)

We remark that the introduction of these auxiliary functions is to help to establish the unique-
ness and existence conditions of the solutions in the class of inverse marginal functions, cf. the
proof of Theorem 3.1 for details. Whether {(«;, ..., @;)}i=1,_, exists needs to be determined on
an ad hoc basis given an initial datum. For example, when the initial datum belongs to a fam-

1
ily of CRRA utility functions, Uy(x) = logx, x > 0 and Uy(x) = (1 — %)_1x1_5, x > 0, where
1+#6 > 0,then{(ay,...,a;)}i=1

..... m 18 typically well defined. Exceptions are the cases where p; = %
provide a natural candidate for the forward process within the family of power and log utilities and
show that this is indeed a forward process. However, uniqueness generally does not hold in this
case, cf. (Angoshtari et al., 2020, Example 6.1). Therefore, we emphasize that the condition that
{(ory, ..., a)}i=1,..m exists is sufficient, but not necessary for the existence and uniqueness of the
forward process. Another example will be treated in Example 3.7. How to solve the correspond-
ing functional equation and construct the forward performance process when {(cy, ..., &;)}i=1..m
does not exist remains an open problem for future research.

From the explicit construction of an m-forward pair in Theorem 3.1, we obtain the following
result showing that the forward utility U,, depends in a measurable manner on the parameters
of the financial market. This measurable dependence is crucial because it allows us to extend
all results derived for an m-forward pair back to the level of a discrete-time predictable forward
performance process with evaluation period length m.

Corollary 3.2. Let U, € U be a utility function and let

.....

be the set of market parameters under which {(ay, ..., @;)}i=1,_ exists and p,u, and d denote the
m X Lvectors (p)" |, (w;)" |, and (d;)!" | respectively. The mapping M — R defined by (p,u,d)
U, (x), where U,,(x) is defined as in Theorem 3.1, is Borel-measurable for any x > 0.
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Remark 3.3. We remark that m-forward processes, when they exist, are naturally decreasing in the
evaluation period. This is a direct consequence from the fact that putting all one’s wealth into the
risk-free asset is an admissible strategy together with the martingale optimality principle satisfied
by the m-forward process.

Having established an explicit construction of an m-forward process, we next provide a compar-
ison between the discrete-time predictable forward performance process with evaluation period
length m and the single-period discrete-time forward process after m-periods. We denote the latter
process by U = (ﬁk)keNO, the optimal wealth process corresponding to U by X. We are interested
in comparing U,, with U,,. Given an initial performance criterion U, and the market parame-
ters (p, u,d) € R3™, the process {U,, U,, ..., U,,} is constructed according to the general scheme
outlined in Section 7 of Angoshtari et al. (2020).

Proposition 3.4. If the sequence {(ay, ..., &;)}i=1,. . exists, then the single-period forward process
U, exists fori = 1,...,m, and satisfies U,,,(x) = U,,(x) and X;;,(x) = X;,(x) for all x > 0.

Let us emphasize that Proposition 3.4 does not imply that the single-period forward process
generally coincides with the m-forward. In the general setting of single-period forward processes,
market parameters are allowed to be updated period-by-period and only required to be pre-
dictable; therein it does not even make sense to define the m-period forward utility. But in the
setting of this paper, market parameters are known across evaluation periods and, thus, the single-
period forward utility is m-period ahead predictable, that is, U,, € F,. Only if this is the case, the
single-period forward process coincides with the m-forward at the end of the evaluation period.

According to Proposition 3.4, the optimal strategies of the single-period and m-forward coin-
cide, even if market parameters are heterogeneous. This implies that the optimal strategies
corresponding to an m-forward process are inherently myopic. They do not make use of the knowl-
edge about future market parameters, even though this information is available. This myopic
behavior of optimal strategies constitutes a fundamental difference to the classical, backward
expected utility setting. In our setting where market parameters are known across the evaluation
period, maximizing expected utility from terminal wealth typically leads to optimal strategies that,
at an intermediate time, depend on the market parameter values at future times. We will further
discuss this difference between the forward and backward setting at the end of this section in
Example 3.7. We also state the hypothesis that the myopic behavior of optimal strategies corre-
sponding to predictable forward processes is not specific to the binomial tree model of this paper
but also holds for more general models studied in Strub and Zhou (2021) and Angoshtari (2022).

3.2 | The homogeneous case

Allowing for heterogeneous market comes at the expense of quite involved notation and for-
mulas. To build more insights, we will next consider the special case where model parameters
are time-homogeneous across the given evaluation period. This will lead to considerably simpli-
fied expressions. Specifically, while market parameters are still updated at the beginning of each
evaluation period, we assume that they are constant throughout each evaluation period, that is,
pi =p,u; =u,and d; = dfori = 1,...m. Accordingly, we set a = p 11, b= l_—q,andc = T—p.
The price process of the risky asset in a given evaluation periodpcorrgspondsqto an m—perigd
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binomial tree with homogeneous coefficients: There are m + 1 possible outcomes which, when
ordered from the lowest price level to the highest, occur with the probabilities (") p'(1 — p)™~,
1

m!

i =0,1,...,m, where the transition probability is denoted by p and ('7) = Py are binomial
coefficients. Therefore, (3) in this case can be written as
m i m—i
. m\ i (940 -9q) .
B = ¥ (Mg - gy, (522N g 9
o) Z‘é [ )aa-a m<ypl(1 —yi ) ¥ ©)

Next, we characterize solutions to the linear functional equation (9) in the class of inverse
marginal functions and provide conditions for uniqueness.

For a given initial utility function U, € U and associated inverse marginal function I, € 7, the
above auxiliary functions (5) and (6) reduce to

®)(») = Ip(acy) — bly(cy) and WO(y) = y &PLy(cy), y >0, (10)

and

j (1 + b)l - D ARG ) Ti. )+ i+1
q)(y) — - Z (_1) ny,...np) h4j(ng...n Io<a Ji(ny,..n; c y)

n,=0,...,n;=0

[¢3]

—b Z (=1)P1e) p L1 .. nl-)IO(arj;(nl AAAAA nl-)ci+1y)>’ (11)

n,=0,...,n;=0

for y>0,i=1,..,m—1 and j=0,1,..,i, where the exponents are defined as pg, )=
i j i j i
Zk=1 s Qjitnyny) = = 2ijeq Mkt Zk=j+1 ng, and Finy,ony) = Zk=1 ny — Zk:jH(Vlk +1). We

by letting Ay = 0 and then iteratively set

hS

-~
N—"——

i

Ly
L

A;+1 if (CD satisfies (C1),

Ajy1 = .
A if (q>

i

~I =

satisfies (C2),

fori =0,...m — 1. Here in the homogeneous market, we only need to count how many times is
either (C1) or (C2) is satisfied, that is, only the cumulative number of times where the functional
pair (&, ¥) is in case (C1) respectively (C2) matters, the location or order where each condition is
satisfied is irrelevant. This is in contrast to the more general case of heterogenous market param-
eters, where also the instance in time where the pair satisfies either of the conditions needs to be
recorded and influences the definition of the subsequent functional pair.

The following corollary follows directly from Theorem 3.1. It yields a construction method of
the homogeneous setting for an m-forward pair and presents an explicit relationship between the
associated inverse marginal functions, Iy and I,,,.
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Corollary 3.5. Let U, € U be a utility function with associated inverse marginal function I, and
suppose that (A;)i—q....m exists. Define I,,, : (0, 00) — (0, o0) by

.....

(1+b)" » . '
L) i=—"— ) (=D)Pemblantnmm [y(g Amnnmcy), y >0, (12)

andU,, : (0,00) — (0, ) by
X
Un(x) :=Uy(1) + Ep / o LXodt], x> 0.
h(20y)

Then U,, is the unique utility function solving the inverse investment problem (2) and I,,, is the unique
inverse marginal function solving the linear functional equation (9). Moreover, the optimal wealth

solving (2) is given by
. dQ
Xn(x) =1, <U6(x)dfp>-

3.3 | Two examples

We close this section with two examples. The first example with a power utility function gener-
alizes Corollary 6.4 in Angoshtari et al. (2020). In the second example, the initial utility function
corresponds to an inverse marginal function that is a sum of two power functions, see also He
et al. (2021) and Geng and Zariphopoulou (2017).

1
Example 3.6. Let Uy(x)=(1— %)_1x1_5,x > 0, and assume that 1 # 6 > 0,0 # —log,b. By
applying Theorem 3.1, the unique inverse marginal function and the associated utility function in
the case of heterogeneous market are given by

m
1+b,
I (x) = —l>y—0’
" E (c?(ai_e +b)
m

m - 1/6 L+ 1/6
+ D; 1 -1 +
Up(x) = _ 1—>)7! Uy(x).
0 g(Gf(ai‘9+bi)> ( 6) o 11( f(a;® +b)> ox)

1

The corresponding optimal investment policy is given by

1-p;
7= 5P ° le>,
= dH KPa,..i- 1)<( ) (l—qi)

L k=1

_ 1+by
..... i<Sj_1}/ = o, -6 :
1-q; 70 cpla " +b)

85U8017 SUOWIWIOD BAIE8.D 8|qedt(dde auyy Aq pausenob ae ssppie YO ‘8sn J0 Sa|nJ o} Arliq1 aUlUQ A1\ UO (SUONIPUOD-PUe-SWBH WD A8 1M A1 1 Ul |UO//:SANY) SUONIPUD PUe SWIB | 8U} 89S *[£202/20/TT] Uo Ariqi]auliuo A|1M 88 L Ad 80vZT  1few/TTTT 0T/I0p/Wioo" A3 1M Ake.djpuljuo//sdiy Wwiolj papeojumod ‘0 ‘S966297T



LIANG ET AL. Wl LEY 15

-1
Example 3.7. Let Uy(x) = )( 1)(\/4x +1-— 1)1_6 - —)\/4x +1+1),x > 0,and assume

that® # 1and 0 >  max_ log bjorf < min ——loga b;. The marginal and inverse marginal of
,,,,, i=1,...m
the initial datum can be respectlvely, computed by

o
Ul = <_v4+1—1> s

2
I =W =yP+y, y>o,

.....

,,,,, m always exists for

any 1 #6 > 0if logaibi > 0,i=1,...,m. By Theorem 3.1, the unique m-forward inverse marginal
function in the case of heterogeneous market is then given by

m m
1) — 2) —
1) =187y + [Ty,

j=1 j=1

a; < landf < ——loga_bi. Moreover, we note that the sequence {(ay, ..., a;)}i—1

1+b; @) _ 1+b;
8at4p7° T 2g2.p)
' - cj(aj +bj)” J ¢ (aj +b;)
function is given by

where 55.1) = and the corresponding unique m-forward utility

1
Z@Aii<émy 1 — — . u)h%
- 1 aITe x+H<5j ) -T1¢¢
(1-3)(-5) (N = = =
1 il ) u (1) 2 1)

X <1—5> 4}15} x+}l:[1(5j ) +£[15j :

with the optimal investment policy given by

6 6
\/4x+1—1 s 1) Di 1_pl
P e ”5 P, . gy _ (&
T 20— dy) < J 7D g, I—g;

j=1

26 26
V 4x+1-1 (2) (2) Di 1- Di
+< 2 >I15 Fimn qi 1-g ’

]:

Um(x) =

.....

i-1
@ _ Pjy26 1=pj y26
where P} = jl;[l((q—;) s>, + (1_q;) Tis;<s;)-

Remark 3.8. We further illustrate the independence of optimal strategies on future parameters. For
this sake, we compute the m-forward utility and the corresponding optimal investment under a
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market setup consisting of two trading periods, note that here we only consider the case of m = 2
to avoid complicated permutations of model parameters. We denote the market parameters by

{(pi>u;, di)}izz1 and the 2-forward inverse marginal by I,(y). We further set market parameters such

thatq; = ¢, = q < p1 < py, whereg; = %,i = 1,2 are the associated risk-neutral probabilities

for period [i — 1,1). This implies a worse market for the first period and a better market for the
second period.

Lot 5V = ! @ _ 1 W _ !
Lo plgl-04(1-p)P—q)-0" "1 p¥ql-264(1-p)P(1—q)1-2" "2 pSql-0+(1-p,)°(1-q)1-¢’
and 522) = L By Theorem 3.1, one can derive that I,(y) = 5&1)521)3)_9 +

P2 +(1-p;)28(1-q)1~2

552) ng)y_ze, and the optimal strategy for trading period [0,1) is given by

1 0 p 6 1-p 6 p 20 1-p 20

rex CsOf (PrY _(1=P 1265 (P _ (1=P
—dl((U"(x)) g (( q ) < 1-q ) >+(U°(x)) g <( q ) ( 1-¢ ) >>
Conforming with the implications of Proposition 3.4, the optimal strategy depends only on the
market information of the first period and do not make use of the information about future
market parameters.

To further highlight the myopic nature of forward optimal policies, we compare it with the
classical, backward setting considering U, as a utility from terminal wealth. The associated inverse
marginal at time t = 2 is given by Io(y) = y~% + y~2°. We readily obtain the optimal strategy for
the backward setting and find that

. . ) P 1-p 0 1 D 26 1-p 26
. _ , _ 1 — F1 ! — 1 _ 0
ﬂl(X)—ul_d1<(Uo(x)) 6@((?) _<1—q) >+(U0(x)) 25@((?) _<1—q> >>’

We observe that 77 (x) then depends on the associated future parameters, 551) and 522), of the
second period.

m(x) =~

4 | APPLICATION TO AUTOMATED TRADING

Trading is increasingly automated and contains only little human involvement and oversight. For
example, as documented in Bloomberg,' algorithmic trading accounts for around 60%-73% of all
U.S. equity trading. Much of the literature has focused on the aggregated market impact of auto-
mated trading and the design of such computer based strategies with the aim of minimizing the
overall market impact cost, reducing transaction cost and the exposure to timing risk, and self-
adjusting to current market conditions (see, e.g., Chaboud et al. (2014), Menkveld (2013), and
Fabozzi et al. (2010)). Herein, we cover an aspect of automated trading that is new to the best of
our knowledge: We study a setting where a human expert periodically updates her assessment of
market parameters as inputs for a trading algorithm. In between those updates, trading is auto-
mated. The key question we aim to study is how frequently interaction between human expert
and machine trader should occur when assessing the market is costly for the expert.

We consider a human expert operating an ATS. The expert periodically assesses the market
and updates market parameters as inputs to the ATS. After an initial input of preferences and
model for the market, the ATS trades automatically on behalf of and in the best interests of the
expert until the next interaction time with the expert. At each interaction, the expert updates her
assessment of the market and communicates the updated market parameters to the ATS, which
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then continues investing on behalf of the expert until the next point of contact. This procedure
goes on indefinitely. Gathering information and assessing the market are costly, and the expert
thus faces a trade-off between the ATS operating on an outdated model for the market and the
costs associated with frequently updating the model.

The setting outlined above can formally be described as follows. At time zero, the expert com-
municates her initial preferences in terms of a utility function Uy, her assessment of market
parameters (p;, U;,d;), and the intended interaction schedule m € N. The ATS then determines
the m-forward according to the construction we provided in Section 3 and trades period-by-period
on behalf of the expert assuming that the model parameters for the entire investment period up
to time m is given by (py, u;, dp).

The expert reassesses the market whenever she interacts with the ATS. This results in new,
accurate model parameters (p, u, d) but also imposes a cost to the expert reflecting the time and
effort to newly calibrate the model and interacting with the ATS. We herein suppose that u and d
do not vary over time, and the expert thus only needs to reassess the probability p for an upward
movement of the stock. We further suppose that the cost is proportional to the expert’s current
wealth in the following sense: Whenever the expert interacts with the ATS, her wealth is reduced
from x to ax for some 0 < a < 1.

On the one hand, when the expert interacts with the ATS infrequently, she saves on the interac-
tion cost but faces the risk that the ATS trades based on a model with outdated market parameters.
On the other hand, when the expert interacts with the ATS very frequently, the ATS will trade
based on an accurate model for the market but the expert incurs a heavy interaction cost. The
expert thus attempts to balance a tradeoff between interaction cost and accuracy of the model
parameters serving as input to the ATS. In order to evaluate the performance of alternative inter-
action schedules, we consider an investment horizon T and denote by P(") the probability measure
where market parameters are updated in each period. The operator E() denotes the expectation
under P and by U™ the 1-forward process. The performance of an interaction schedule corre-
sponding to an evaluation period length m < T is given by [E(l)[U(TD(X (Tm))], where optimal wealth
X corresponds to the m-forward process after transaction costs.

In the following, we study two approaches of determining the optimal interaction schedule m*:
arobust approach and a specific example where the updating rule is described by a maximum like-
lihood estimator. We focus on an initial datum belonging to the CRRA family of utility functions.
On the one hand, this leads to more tractable results. We know from our earlier discussion in Sec-
tion 3 that Theorem 3.1 applies unless 6 = —log, b. In this special case, all we lose is uniqueness
of the solution and we can in particular still apply Theorem 3.1.

4.1 | Optimal interaction schedule under robust approach

We first consider a robust approach and seek to derive bounds on [E(D[U(TD(X(TM))] which hold
under any predictable updating rule within a certain class. Specifically, we consider transition
probabilities given in reference to the initial probability p by p; = D;p, where D; is a F;_;-
measurable random variable and can take any value in the interval [D; 4, D; ,, ]. The interval bounds
D; g and D; ,, are some constants satisfying0 < D; ; <1 < D;,, and depend on the choice of interac-
tion schedule m. To maintain absence of arbitrage, we must have 0 < p; < 1, and it is thus without
loss of generality that D; takes values in a bounded interval.
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It seems plausible to assume that D; ,, increases and D; ,, decreases over time in any evaluation
period (km, (k + 1)m], k € N, and then resets to a smaller level at the beginning of next period
after a new interaction between human expert and the ATS. Indeed, this reflects the intuition that,
as time since last calibrating the model passes, the expert becomes more uncertain about model
parameters. We model this behavior by assuming periodicity on D;,, and D; 4 in the interaction
schedule m, that is, denoting by mod the modulo operator, D; 4 = D(imodm).d a0d D; y, = Diimodm).us
fori = 1,..., T, for exogenously given sequences (D; 4)_, and (D;,,)]_, satisfying that D; ,, — D 4 is
increasing ini = 1,..., T. We also assume that D, , = D; 4 = 1, corresponding to accurate market
parameters at any time there is an interaction.

1
Proposition 4.1. Suppose that the initial datum is of the form Uy(x) = (1 — %)‘1x1_5, x > 0, for
somel # 6 >0, and let T € N be an evaluation horizon. Let m be an interaction schedule that is a
divisor of T, that is, m € Nand T /m € N, and let (D;);—;,.r be a predictable process taking values
in[D; 4,D;,], where D; 5 and D; ,, satisfy the assumption of periodicity in the interaction schedule m
and are such that absence of arbitrage is maintained. Then, the optimal expected performance value
EO[UP (™)) lies in

—1)(1 -)(Hf> 5T(1 )U (%), a -DHa- )Uo(x) ,

1
where 1 — a denotes the proportional interaction cost and f; are given by f, =6 ¢ and fi=
min{ijyu,ijvd} if 0 > 1, respectively f; = max{iju,ijd} if6 < 1, with

G
ij,u = 1°
(1-p) (1 ) °
Cﬁ-#;i Dyu7P) Q+Q
1- Dj,up 1- Djup
G
ij,d = )

1
6
C1+ D};d(l_p) ]d(1 p) C1+C2
1 Dj,dp 1- D]dp

where C; = p9q'=°, C, =1 - p)°Q — @)%, and j = 2, ..., m. Furthermore, fj is non-increasing
in D;,, and non-decreasing in D; 4.

The following proposition shows that the optimal interaction schedule m* is independent
of the evaluation horizon T when the trader takes a robust approach of maximizing the mini-
mal expected performance and the sequence of intervals [D; 4,D;,],i = 1,2,...,T is periodic as
assumed above.

1
Proposition 4.2. Suppose that the initial datum is of the form Uy(x) = (1 — é)_1x1_5, x > 0, for
some 1# 6 > 0. Let T € N be an evaluation horizon, and let (D; 4);2, and (D;,,);2, be periodic in
the interaction schedule and such that absence of arbitrage is maintained. There exists an optimal
updating schedule m* maximizing the minimal expected performance for any T which is a multiple
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of m*. Moreover, the optimal interaction schedule m* can be determined by maximizing the function
N — R given by

1

m <a1‘$ H(fj51‘5)> " 13)
j=1

According to Proposition 4.2, the optimal interaction schedule m* depends on the market
parameters p, u, and d, the (constant) Arrow-Pratt measure of relative risk aversion 1/6 of the
initial datum of a trader, and the uncertainty about the evolution of future market performance
captured in the sequences D; 4 and D; ,,, but not on the evaluation horizon T. In practice, at time
zero, the expert chooses m™* based on the current understanding of the market. At the subse-
quent interaction time, market parameters are updated, and a new optimal interaction schedule
is being chosen. Therefore, market parameters, updating frequencies, preferences, and investment
strategies move together forward in time.

Suppose for the following discussion that 8 > 1, the case where 6 < 1 can be treated similarly.

1 m 1
Since fj51_5 € (0,1], the term [] (fj51_5) is decreasing in m. On the other hand, the base which
j=1
belongs to (0,1] raised to the power 1/m is increasing in m. Hence, there are two extreme cases:
1 m 1
First, when the rate of decline in o' ¢ [1(f;0 '7%) is very slow, that is, when the probability for a
j=1

positive return hardly varies over different periods, then (13) is strictly increasing in m. In this case,
the strategy of never interacting is optimal, m* tends to +o0. Second, when the rate of decline in

1 m 1
o' 75 [I(f 0 '=5) is very fast, that is, when p; changes substantially across periods and the updat-
j=1

ing cost is small, then (13) is strictly decreasing in m. In this case, the strategy of period-by-period
updating is optimal, that is, m* = 1. As we discussed earlier, the rate of decline is typically slow at
first and then increases as more time elapsed since the last interaction time as a consequence of the
increasing width D; ,, — D; 4. Also, the rate of decline in 1/m is strictly decreasing, which implies
that the degree of growth resulted from the decreasing exponent is weakening as m increases. If
this is the case, we are typically able to determine a unique optimal interaction time m* which is
larger than one.

Intuitively, m* is increasing in the interaction cost and decreasing in the uncertainty about
parameters. These are the two competing forces in our model, and m* attempts to find an ideal
balance between them. In the following, we will confirm this intuition. We retain the assumption
that the sequence of intervals [D; 4, D; ,,] is periodic and consider the case where 6 > 1.

First, from the above analysis one can directly infer that m* is increasing in the interaction cost.

1 m 1
Indeed, when «a decreases, the rate of decline in oo [1(f;6 1_5) is slower and the optimal m*
j=1

that maximizes (13) will thus be larger. This implies that the expert should interact less frequently
with the ATS if interaction comes at a high cost.

Second, m* is typically decreasing in the uncertainty about parameters. In other words, one
should update more frequently when there is a larger range of possible values for the transi-
tion probability, while it is better to update less frequently when the parameter is stable and
we can estimate it with more confidence. To substantiate this intuition, we consider a uniform
increase of uncertainty and approximate it by the case where all factors f, j = 2, ..., m simulta-
neously decrease to f;. =Cfj,j =2,..,m, with the same constant C < 1, but f{ = f;. Therate of
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1 m 1 1 m 1
decline in o' @ Hl(f;.él_é) becomes quicker than '~ ¢ Hl(fj51_5), hence m* that maximizes
j= j=

(13) will be smaller. Moreover, consider any two alternative interaction schedules m; < m, where
m, outperforms m, before the increase in uncertainty, that is,

(al‘é ﬂ(f,-ﬁ))ml > (al‘é ﬁ(fj61‘$)>mz. (1)
1 j=1

1 1

. 1 1 1-— 1-—
Since — > —and C ™ > (C ™, we then also have
m myp

1 1
1 m 1\ m _1 1M 1\ m
(al‘écml—l H(fj51‘5)) —c'm <a1‘5 H(fj51‘5)>
1 j=1
1
_1 1 M2 1 my
>c <a1_5 H(fj51‘5)>
j=1
1

1-1 e 1-1 m
=« scm ]88 )
j=1

which means that an infrequent schedule m, cannot perform better than m, after uncertainty
increases uniformly.

However, one needs to be more careful when the increase of uncertainty is not uniform. For
example, suppose that only the kth interval after every updating becomes wider, Dl’w - DI’{, q>
Dy, — Dy 4, and all other parameters remain constant. The original f is reduced to a smaller
f I’{ by the last statement of Proposition 4.1. We investigate whether m, can outperform m; after
the increase in three distinct cases: First, when k > m,, (14) is not affected. Second, when m; <
k < m,, the performance of schedule m; does not change, while the the performance of sched-
ule m, decreases, and thus m; still leads to a better performance. However, in the third case:
k < m,, we might have the opposite inequality, that is, m, outperforms m, after an increase in
uncertainty. This happens because with lower interaction frequency, we can have less updating
cost when its effect on the minimal expected performance is significant. More importantly, if D]’{’u
becomes closer to Dy, such that the benefit one can get from the updating is small, then there
is no need to update immediately. Therefore, we should not only just focus on the increasing loss
incurred from deviation from the actual parameter, but also take the updating frequency and cost
into consideration.

We close this section with two numerical examples. The market parameters of the first example
for the table below are given by p = 0.6, u = 1.2, d = 0.8, the constant relative risk aversion of
the initial datum is 6 = 5, the interaction cost is 0.2%, and the bounds for the updating of future
probabilities are given by D; 4 = D;‘Od(i_l’m),Di,u =D odi=Lm) ; & €12, .. T}, where Dy = 0.99,
D, =1.01.

Conforming with Proposition 4.2, Table 1 shows that the optimal interaction frequencies are
independent of the evaluation horizon T. While the minimal expected performance, MEP in the
table, is decreasing over T because losses in expected performance from both interaction and not

85U8017 SUOWIWIOD BAIE8.D 8|qedt(dde auyy Aq pausenob ae ssppie YO ‘8sn J0 Sa|nJ o} Arliq1 aUlUQ A1\ UO (SUONIPUOD-PUe-SWBH WD A8 1M A1 1 Ul |UO//:SANY) SUONIPUD PUe SWIB | 8U} 89S *[£202/20/TT] Uo Ariqi]auliuo A|1M 88 L Ad 80vZT  1few/TTTT 0T/I0p/Wioo" A3 1M Ake.djpuljuo//sdiy Wwiolj papeojumod ‘0 ‘S966297T



LIANG ET AL. WILEY Ji
TABLE 1 Minimal expected performance at time T for different interaction schedules.
T=12 m 1 2 3 4 6 12
MEP 0.98 0.991 0.993 0.991 0.98 0.93
T=24 m 1 2 3 4 6 8 12 24
MEP 0.96 0.981 0.984 0.981 0.96 0.94 0.85 0.48
T =48 m 1 2 3 4 6 8 12 16 24 48

MEP 0.93 0.96 0.97 0.96 0.93 0.88 0.73 0.55 0.23 0.003

Note: The MEP (minimal expected performance) presented above is re-scaled by dividing it by U, (x). We only update at frequencies
1/m where m is a divisor of T

12 12

risk-preference
2
risk-preference

0.1 03 04 05 06 07 08 01 03 04 05 06 07 08
p=q=0.25 p (precision: 10°%) p=q=0.25 p (precision: 10°%)

=0.999 =0.99999

12 1 12

risk-preference
]

risk-preference
0

21k 4 21+

26 - 26

0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.1 .. 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8
p=q=0.25 p (precision: 10°%) p=q=0.25 p (precision: 10°%)

FIGURE 1 Optimal interaction schedule m* computed with different market parameters. [Color figure can
be viewed at wileyonlinelibrary.com]|

updating timely are accumulating as time elapses, the optimal interaction schedule m* exists and
is universal for any evaluation horizon T. We can also infer that the minimal expected perfor-
mance is first increasing and then decreasing with respect to m. This demonstrates the tradeoff
between updating cost and deviation from actual parameter due to not updating on the system
in time.

In the second example, we investigate the impact of increasing risk aversion on the optimal
interaction schedule m*. There are two distinct cases. Figure 1 visualizes how the optimal inter-
action schedule m* depends on the client’s risk preference parameter 6 > 1 and the difference
between p and g when D; = 0.99,D,, = 1.01.

In the first case, when |p — g| or 0 is large enough, we observe that a more risk averse expert
is interacting more frequently with the ATS than a less risk averse expert. However, in the
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second case where p is close to g, or when the expert is already extremely risk-averse, we make
the opposite observation that the expert decreases her interaction frequency as she becomes more
risk-averse. This is because, in this case, the investment in the risky asset is very low, and the
updating of the probability for a positive outcome does not lead to a significant change in opti-
mal investment strategies. This situation is especially likely to occur when, at the same time, the
updating cost plays a relevantly important role in determining the optimal interaction schedule.
Furthermore, we observe from all the first three heat maps that, as 6 increases, or equivalently
risk aversion decreases, the region where the optimal interaction schedule increases as the expert
becomes more risk averse becomes narrower around the region where p = q. The influence of
the interaction cost on the width of this region depends on two competing forces. First, since
the expert prefers interacting less frequently when faced with higher interaction cost as argued
above, the set of (6, p)-combinations leading to an optimal interaction schedule m* that is smaller
than the evaluation horizon (the areas of a color other than yellow in the heat map) are reduced
to an increasingly narrow band around the value p = g as interaction cost increases. However,
the width might also become larger as the interaction cost grows in situations where the loss from
each interaction outweighs the benefit of accurate knowledge about the model parameters. There-
fore, the region where the optimal interaction schedule increases as the expert becomes more risk
averse does not grow monotonically in the interaction cost as shown in Figure 1.

4.2 | Optimal interaction schedule for the maximum likelihood
estimator for positive return probability

In this subsection, we study an explicit updating rule where the expert assesses probabilities for
a positive return of the stock p;,t € N according to the maximum likelihood estimators given
past information. By assuming that p,,; = E[B;,|F;] for all ¢, where (B;);cy is the sequence of
Bernoulli random variables associated with the stock price process, we are able to define the cor-
responding maximum likelihood estimators. Specifically, suppose that there are N observations
about the past performances of risky asset at time zero, and that the stock achieves a positive
return N,, times. The maximum likelihood estimator for an upward move of the stock in the first
period [0,1) is thus given by p; = % in the second period [1,2) by

Npl +1 Np1
P2 =N Nt T ) =

and so forth. Let Ny represent the process of total number of positive returns of the stock from
time O until time ¢ starting from Ng = 0. We then have fort =1,2,3,...,m—1,

bty1 = TN+t —DPt+1 = N+t

(16)

Asin the previous section, we seek to determine an interaction schedule that represents an opti-
mal trade-off between loss in performance value due to the deviation from the actual assessment
of the market and the updating cost occurring whenever the expert assesses and communi-
cates market parameters. We limit our analysis on a numerical example comparing two settings
where the initial assessments of p; are identical, but one is based on a larger number of past
observations than the other. The parameter values for this example are u = 1.3, d = 0.8, 6 = 3,
m € {1,2,3,4,6,12} which are the factors of T = 12. We again consider an initial utility function
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FIGURE 2 Numerical example of finding optimal updating frequency for terminal expected utility
E, [U;D(X (Tm))] at T = 12. [Color figure can be viewed at wileyonlinelibrary.com]

1
of the form Uy(x) = (1 — %)‘1x1_5, X > 0, a proportional interaction cost set to a = 0.4%, and
suppose that the initial wealth is X, = 9’960 corresponding to an initial wealth of 10’000 minus
the interaction cost. We perform 108 simulations to compute all involved expected values.

Figure 2 shows the optimal interaction schedule m* at which the expected performance is
maximal. We observe that the expected performance is first increasing and then decreasing as
a function of the interaction schedule m. This is what we expect: On the one hand, if the expert
interacts with the ATS too frequently, the loss due to the interaction cost dominates. But, on the
other hand, if there are too few interactions and updates in parameters are not communicated to
the ATS in a timely manner, the loss due to inaccurate model parameters dominates.

The blue and red scenarios correspond to settings where we have more (blue), respectively less
(red), prior observations of the stock performance. When we have a large number of prior observa-
tions, our assessment of the probability of an upward movement is less susceptible to a single new
observation than when we have fewer observations. This translates to a larger interaction sched-
ule m being optimal, since it becomes less important to immediately adjust to updated assessment
of the market on the system.

5 | ROBO-ADVISING APPLICATIONS

Personalized robo-advisors provide automatized advice on asset allocation and investment strate-
gies. They provide wealth management services for large number of clients and at lower cost
than traditional financial advisors. Robo-advising companies constitute a rapidly growing part
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TABLE 2 Comparison of main features with key literature.
Performance Investment Market
criterion horizon model
Capponi Mean-variance with finite, set ex discrete-time
et al. exogeneous ante
(2022) updating of risk
aversion
Cui et al. Mean-variance finite, set ex discrete-time
(2022) induced utility ante
maximization
Dai et al. Mean-variance for finite, set ex continuous-
(2021b) log returns ante time
This paper m-forward process, flexible discrete-time
endogeneous
updating of
preferences

of the financial industry and are a prime example of FinTech, the application of technology
to improve financial services. In this section, we propose and discuss discrete-time predictable
forward performance processes as a potential framework for guiding asset allocation decisions
of robo-advisors.

5.1 | Preference modeling for robo-advising applications

Although robo-advising has rapidly grown in popularity over the last decade and now constitutes
an important segment of modern investment industry, there is surprisingly little existing research
on preference modeling for robo-advising applications and on the quantitative modeling of asset
allocation decisions within those systems. Capponi et al. (2022) and Cui et al. (2022) were the
first papers discussing the portfolio optimization part of robo-advisors quantitatively. While Cap-
poni et al. (2022) proposed an adaptive mean-variance control model with updating of the risk
aversion for deriving optimal allocation policies, Cui et al. (2022) considered the framework of
mean-variance induced utility functions and argued that this approach has several desirable fea-
tures from the perspective of robo-advisors. A further important study is Dai et al. (2021b) who
consider the mean-variance objective for log returns introduced in Dai et al. (2021a), and provide
an explicit formula for eliciting preferences in this setting. A comparison of the key features of
asset allocation models for robo-advising is given in Table 2.

The work of Capponi et al. (2022) is most closely related to our paper and inspired many of the
ideas we will subsequently discuss. In their model, the market dynamics depends on an observ-
able time-homogeneous Markov chain representing economic regimes. Preferences of the agent
are modeled according to a multi-period mean-variance objective with a finite investment horizon.
A key feature of their model is that the risk preferences of the agent are dynamic and stochastic.
However, the robo-advisor cannot observe the risk preferences of the agent at all times and thus
has to construct a proxy risk aversion process which is then used in the dynamic mean-variance
optimization problem. Only at times when the client and robo-advisor interact will the latter
become aware of the idiosyncratic component of the client’s risk preferences. Since interaction
times occur at a slower pace than trading times, the robo-advisor needs to automatically construct
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a proxy for the risk preferences of the agent and trades on her behalf between two consecutive
interaction times.

The setting where trading occurs at a higher frequency than performance measurement updat-
ing is reminiscent of the framework of m-forward processes we study herein and thus prompted
us to explore possible applications of our results to robo-advising. Building on the basic features of
the model studied in Capponi et al. (2022), we study the interaction between a robo-advisor that
is in charge of trading and at all times informed about the market parameters and a human client
with stochastic, time-varying preferences.

Specifically, we consider a binomial tree model for the financial market as outlined in Section 2
and suppose that the robo-advisor has accurate knowledge of ;_;-measurable market parameters
(u;, d;, p;) for each trading period [i — 1,i). The preferences of the human client are described by
a random utility process Ul.C(x, w),i € Ny, but the robo-advisor only knows these preferences at
times when there is an interaction with the client.

In an ideal world, the robo-advisor would know the preferences of the agent at each point in
time. In this case, at every time i, the robo-advisor solves a 1-period forward problem based on
the initial utility Ul.c and current market (u;, d;, p;) resulting in a strategy 7rl.I (x) for given wealth
X;_1 = x. However, in the real world, the client will not spend too much time and energy inter-
acting with the robo-advisor, and there are thus times where the robo-advisor does not know the
current preferences of the client.

At time zero, after setting up an account, the client communicates her initial preferences and
her interaction schedule to the robo-advisor and agrees on the assessment of market parameters
provided by robo-advisor. We suppose that the robo-advisor, while not knowing the current pref-
erences of the client, acts in the best interest of the client and updates preferences according to
a forward performance process. This assures that investment is consistent with the initial pref-
erences and the last assessment of the financial market approved by the client. The robo-advisor
thus determines the forward process according to the scheme developed in Section 3 and invests
period-by-period until the next interaction with the client.

‘We assume that client and robo-advisor only interact at times km, k € N,. At each interaction
time, the robo-advisor takes U¢ and current market parameters (i, dim» Pkm) @S inputs and

m
determines the m-forward U(";Cf Dm computed with time-homogeneous parameters together with

the strategy profile 7/ for t = km + 1, ..., (k + 1)m.

In our setting, there thus results in an ideal strategy profile 7/ and the actual strategy profile
7" implemented by the robo-advisor. Our goal is to control the diversion between the two by
choosing an optimal interaction schedule. To this end, we define the first time where the scaled
absolute deviation between 7/ and 7™ exceeds a certain value

ﬂé(x) - n;"F(x) }
max sup|—— | >« p,

17)

m,=min< m €N
CE(l,...m} x>0 o(x)

where x is a tolerance parameter and o(x) is a scaling function. Note that m, is a random variable
that depends on how the actual market parameters (u,, d,, p;) and client preferences UC evolve.
In this paper, we will focus on the updating of the probability p of an upward movement of the
stock and risk Arrow-Pratt measure of risk aversion 1/6 of a client with preferences belonging
to the family of CRRA utility functions. We assume that the possible values of the return of the
stock, u and d, are constant and identical for both ideal and realistic situations. Working within
the family of CRRA utility functions allows us to directly apply Theorem 3.1 unless 6 = —log_ b.
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However, even in this special case, only uniqueness is lost and we can still work with the canonical
choice for the m-forward belonging to the same family of CRRA utility functions.

5.2 | Optimal interaction schedule under robust approach

In the following, we study a robust approach of determining the optimal interaction schedule
m*. Similarly as in the robust approach to determine an optimal interaction schedule between
an ATS and human expert studied in Section 4.1, we allow for any predictable processes (p;)ien
and (6;);en that remain within reasonable intervals specified at the beginning of each evalua-
tion period, and then compute the difference with the ideal strategy corresponding to the worst
possible specification this distribution could take.

The transition probability and the risk preference parameter for each trading period are given
according to the initial values p and 6, by p; = D;p and 6; = E;6, for F;_;-measurable random
variables D; and E; which can take value in the intervals [D; 4,D; ,, ] and [E; 4, E; ,, ] respectively.
The upper and lower bounds D; 4, D; ,;, E; 4 and E; ,, are assumed to be periodic in the evalua-
tion period and reflect that uncertainty about model and preference parameters increase as the
time since the last point of contact increases. Formally, we suppose that D; 4 = D(imodm).d» Diu =
Diimodm).us Eid = Etimodm).d> and E;y = E(imodm)u for i € N, for exogenously given sequences
(Pi,d)ieN, ~(Di,u)ieN5 (Eia)ien and (]?i,u)ieN satisfying that Diup <1, E;,0 #1, E; 40 #1, and
D;, and E;, are increasing while D; 4 and E; ; are decreasing in i € N. We also assume that
Dy, =D,q=E;, = E 4 =1, that is, the robo-advisor operates based on accurate information
about the market and the preferences of the client whenever there is an interaction.

Considering that for each trading period [i — 1,1) the absolute deviation between actual and
ideal investment policy, |7rl.1 (x) — 7rl.’"F (x)|, is an F;_;-measurable random variable, we next
characterize how the optimal interaction schedule is defined according to a robust criterion.

Definition 5.1. The optimal interaction schedule under the robust approach is defined by

wh(x) — 2 (x)
max esssupsup|——— ([ >« p, (18)

CEfl,..m} peQ x>0 o(x)

m; = essinf m, = min {m eN
weQ

where m,, is defined by (17).

Determining an optimal interaction schedule according to the robust approach ensures that
the largest possible value of absolute deviation between the ideal and implemented strategy after
scaling remains within some acceptable level that is pre-specified by the client.

In our analysis, price levels u and d of the return R;,i € Ny remain unchanged and are esti-
mated at the beginning of the investment process. Let a; = %ﬁ, b= 1_7‘1, ¢ = 11_—1;", and § =

. 1- _

D The following proposition formulates the maximum possible deviation between ideal

@ ®+b)
and implemented strategy.

1
Proposition 5.2. Suppose that the initial datum is of the form Uy(x) = (1 — %)_1x1_5, x > 0, for
some 1 # 6 > 0, and let (D;);en and (E;);en be predictable processes taking values in [D; 4,D; ]
and [E; 4,E; ], where D; 4,D; ,, E; 4 and E; , satisfy the assumption of periodicity in the interaction
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schedule m and are such that absence of arbitrage is maintained. We then have that

x
ess S(lzlp ! (x) — " (x)| = g max {G(Di,uP,Ei,ueﬂ{D,-,upq} + E; a81(p, , p<qp) — Gos
we

GO - G(Di,dp’Ei,deﬂ{D,-,dl»q} + Ei,ueﬂ{D,‘,dp<q}) }’
19)
s & . a PP -0-9~*a-p) _ a°p°-(-9~*a-p)° 5 &
where G(p,0) := 22T 1—g (D) and Gy = T PP T () P U—p FLfrthermore, G(p,0)
increases in p and increases in 6 when p > q respectively decreases in 6 when p <q, and
esssup, |7r{(x) — ﬂ{”F(x)l isincreasingini € N.

Noticing that both strategies 7' and 7™ are proportional in wealth motivates to consider the
scaling function o(x) = x. This then removes the dependence on wealth and thus leads to more
tractable results. We also know from Proposition 5.2 that the maximum absolute deviation is
increasing in time, and, when o(x) = x, m;, defined in (18) can thus be reduced to

m;; = min {m € N|either condition (C}, ) or (Cy,.) is satisfied }, (20)
where condition (C}, ) refers to
G(Dm,up,Em,ueﬂ{Dmyupm} + Em,deﬂ{Dm,upq}) > Gy + x(u —d),
while condition (C, ,.) refers to
G(Dm,dp,Em,dGH{Dm,qu} + Em,ueﬂ{Dm’d%q}) < Gy —x(u—d).

Condition (C,ln’,c) corresponds to the case where the upper range of uncertainty about probabilities
of upward moves in the stock triggers interaction, whereas interaction is triggered by the lower
range of the uncertainty range if (C,ZM) holds first.

The measure m; depends on the market parameters p, u, and d, the Arrow-Pratt measure of
relative risk aversion 1/6 of the initial datum of an agent, the tolerance level x, and the uncertainty
about the evolution of future beliefs captured in the sequences (D; 4, D;,,) and (E; 4, E; ;,). In prac-
tice, at time zero, we choose an optimal interaction schedule based on our current understanding
of the market. At the subsequent interaction time, we update the market parameters, and then
choose a new optimal interaction schedule. Therefore, market parameters, updating frequencies,
preferences and investment strategies move together forward in time.

By the monotonicity of the function G, G(D,,, ,, p, E;;, ,,01 Dpup>qt T Em,deﬂ{Dm,M p<g}) I8 increas-
ing while G(D,, 4 p,Em,deﬂ{Dm’ ap>qy T Emu01 {Dyng p<qy) is decreasing as the length of the evalua-
tion period m increases. This is due to the increase in the uncertainty about parameters since the
last interaction time captured in the increasing upper bounds D,,, ,,, E,, ,, and the decreasing lower
bounds D,, ,, and E,, ,,. Therefore, the optimal interaction schedule under the robust approach is
finite if and only if

. 1 - ~ N
K< Tl—l}}—loo u—d max {G(DT,up7ET,ue]]{DTyup>q} + ET,daﬂ{DT,up<q}) — Gy,

Go — G(Dr,ap, Er ab1ip, 4 p>qp + Erub1ipy 4p<g)) }
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FIGURE 3 Impactof increasing uncertainty about p or 6. [Color figure can be viewed at

wileyonlinelibrary.com]

Next, we investigate how the optimal interaction schedule m™* depends on the tolerance param-
eter k¥ and the uncertainty about the transition probability p and risk aversion 8. First, it follows
immediately from the definition that m;, is increasing in x. This is consistent with our intuition
that when the client can tolerate with the inaccuracy of investment strategy to a larger extent,
robo-advisors would reduce the frequency of interaction accordingly.

When there is higher uncertainty about the future model or preference parameters p, respec-
tively 6, that is, when D, ,, or E;,, increase and/or D; 4 or E; 5 decrease, G(D; ,, p, E; ,,01 Dyup>qt T
E;461p,, p<qy) increases and G(D; 4 P, Eia61p, . p>qy + Eiu61ip,, p<q}) decreases by the mono-
tonicity of the function G derived in Proposition 5.2. Hence, the optimal interaction schedule
m;; decreases implying that if there is greater uncertainty about model or preference parameters,
one should interact more frequently. In contrast to the previous application on automated trad-
ing where a uniform increase was required, an increase in uncertainty generally leads to more
frequent optimal interaction in this application.

We next investigate whether the optimal interaction schedule m* is more sensitive with an
increase in uncertainty about an upward move for the stock or an increase in uncertainty about
the risk preferences of the client. Suppose that the market parameters are p = 0.6, u = 1.15,
d = 0.9, the risk aversion parameter of the initial datum is 6 = 5, the client tolerance is x = 0.3,
and the bounds for the updating of future probabilities and risk aversion are given by D; 4 =
E?Od(l_l’m),Di,u = ELHOd(l_l’m),Ei,d = E'?Od(l_l’m),Ei,u = Fmodi=1m) yhere Dy = B = 1. On the
left-hand side of Figure 3, we increase only D,, and fix E,, = 1.01 for studying the effect of increas-
ing uncertainty about p; (the blue line), while we increase only E,, and fix D,, = 1.01 for studying
the sensitivity with respect to the uncertainty about risk aversion 6; (the red line). Analogously,
on the right-hand side of Figure 3, we set D, = E,, = 1, and vary only Dy with E; = 0.99 fixed
or only E; with D; = 0.99 fixed. From the numerical analysis shown in Figure 3, we infer that,
while an increase in the uncertainty about p or 6 leads to more frequent optimal interaction, the
optimal interaction schedule is more sensitive to uncertainty in the market parameter than about
the risk preferences of the agent.

We further find that it is optimal to interact less frequently in a more volatile environment with
all else being equal. We increase u and adjustd = Tﬂ accordingly such that the risk-neutral prob-

ability g remains constant but the stock becomes more volatile. This does not alter the values of
G(DmuPs EmuOVp,,up>qt + Emd®Vp,up<q))s GPmaPs EmaOlip,, 4p>qt + EmuOlin,, 4p<qi)s and
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Gy, but u — d increases. One can thus easily conclude from (20) that m; increases as conditions
(C}..) and (CZ,,) can only be satisfied at later times. The intuition for this is that the scale of risky
investment decreases in a more volatile market, and the difference between the actual and ideal
strategy thus also decreases.

6 | CONCLUSIONS

We studied discrete-time predictable forward processes when trading dates do not coincide with
performance evaluation dates in a binomial tree model for the financial market. Our main techni-
cal contributions are conditions for existence and uniqueness as well as explicit solutions for the
functional equations associated with the construction of predictable forward processes. We then
applied the results to study the asset allocation problem faced by automated trading platforms
and robo-advisors, the applications where performance evaluation naturally occurs at a lower
frequency than trading. Our findings and discussions show that predictable forward performance
processes constitute a viable framework to model preferences of agents of automated trading
and robo-advisors and can provide valuable insights when determining an optimal interaction
schedule between the machine and its human clients.
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APPENDIX A: PROOFS

A | Proof of theorem 3.1

As discussed in Section 2, if two utility functions U, and U,,, solve problem (2), then their asso-
ciated inverse marginals satisfy (4). Conversely, when a pair of inverse marginal functions I, and
I,,, satisfy (4), then the corresponding utility functions satisfy (2) up to a constant. Theorem 2.4 in
Strub and Zhou (2021) together with the subsequent discussion therein shows that U,,, defined as
in Theorem 3.1 does indeed solve (2) when I,,, solves (4). Moreover, the expression for the optimal
wealth X, follows from the existing theory on classical expected utility maximization once we
obtained U, and regard (2) as a classical, backward problem. Therefore, it remains to show that,
under the assumption that {(ay, ..., &;)}i=1 ., €Xists, I,,, given in (7) is the unique solution to (4)
in the class of inverse marginal functions

.....

Making the substitution y = H o) y allows us to transform (4) to
i=1 U

Vii .

g (1 - p)i
1, Vi Vi _y .
(G=8) - 2 Taa-w o ([00)

i=1

m

Next, we multiply both sides by (][] g;)~! and recall the expression in terms of a;, b;,c;,i =
i=1

1,2,..., m to obtain

H(1+bi)lo<1:[1€ny> 2] » Hb_y” <Ea£j‘ky>. (A1)

i=1

We notice that when market parameters are time-heterogeneous, the arguments of I,, are
not in the form of iterate functions. We therefore cannot use standard techniques for integral
equations. Instead, we aim to show by mathematical induction that if, for a given I, there exist
functions (T;)!" | such that they satisfy a system of equations I;(a;y) + b;[;(y) = (1 + b)I;_;(c;y),
i=1,2,..,m,thenI,and I,, = I,, satisfy (A.1).

First, when m = 1, the statement naturally holds. Let us then assume that the statement is true
for m = M. When m = M + 1, the left hand side of equation (A.1) becomes

M+1 M+1
H(l + bi)IO< H CnJ’)
i=1 n=1
M M
=(1+ bpr41) H(l + bi)IO<H CnCM+1y>
i=1 n=1

(A.2)

_(1+bM“)Z H piig (Ha CM+1y>
22 —1H 1—yj; 1 M Yik ) . M Vi
=25 M+1 aM+1Hak Y | + byl gak vyl

i=1 k=1
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oM+1_q

Note that the right hand side of (A.1) is given by Z -0

MAL o MiL
11:11 b, IMH(k]:[1 a,”"y) when setting

m = M + 1. Observe that for j € {0,1,...,2M — 1}, we have Yjm+1 = 0, where ¥y is the first
digit of j in binary form if expressed in M + 1 digits in total. Thus, the term inside the summation

M M
1_ ii . .
becomes by, H b, L ¢ H aZ-”"y). However, for j € {2M,2M +1,...,2M*! —1},y; 1,1 =0,

M
and the term inside the summation is given by H b Tity meCan T1 aZ"k ¥). Hence, the right

hand side of (A.1) is equal to the last line of (A 2) by letting I,,, = I,,,. This proves the claim for
m = M + 1, and thus for arbitrary m by induction.
For the other direction, note that with the substitution I;_;(y) = —(I k(aky )+ bl k( )) k=

m,..., 1, equation

k k kg K 17~ k Vi
H(l + bi)I()(H cny> = Z]‘:O H b, “Ik<H anmy)
i=1 n=1 i=1 n=1

becomes
k-1 k-1 o1 K - k-1 ,
iy jn
Mo von([leo) 20 T (1)
i= = _

Hence, we can show that if I, and I,,, are related by (A.1), then there exist functions (I, i);’;l such
that they satisfy a system of equations I;(a;y) + b;[;(y) = (1 + b)I,_;(¢;y),i = 1,2,..., mwith I, =
Iyand I, =

Solving I;(q;y) + b;[;(y) = (1 + b)I;_1(¢;y),i = 1,2, ..., m by sequentially and repeatedly apply-
ing Theorem 6.3 in Angoshtari et al. (2020) adapted to the notation herein, we can finally derive
the expression of I,,, and obtain the claimed conditions for uniqueness.

We can show by induction that I;, i = 1,2, ..., m solving I;(a;y) + b;[;(y) = (1 + b)I;_1(c;y),i =
1,2,...,m, must be given by

Ma+b)  w

Ti()") :U:1i— Z (- 1)P(n1 ..... n)ank(l Zak)I
H ba] n;=0,..., }’li=0 k=1
=
i i
(I ) o
s=1 u=1

We outline these arguments below. First, the statement obviously holds for i = 1 by Theorem 6.3
in Angoshtari et al. (2020). In the general inductive step, we show that if I, is given by (A.3) with

its corresponding (otq, .. ock) then the statement is also true for I ;. Noticing that CID(O‘1 and

.....

expressed by (6), we apply (Angoshtan etal., 2020, Theorem 6.3) to obtain that I}, ; is unique and
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given by
k+1
[1Q+b,) -
I = —n np(1-20;)
Ik+1(y) = v= Z <( 1)p(n1 ,,,,, nk+])b k+l Hb t
b4 l_k[ ba’ M1=0 M1 =0 =1

j=1

k+1
XIO<aZI_<:—11 H a v(zav 1)+(‘xs‘ 1) chy)>

if (@5{“1""’“"), lI—‘E{‘x"“"“")) satisfies (C1), and given by

k+1
H 1+b)
Ik+1(y) k— Z ((_l)p(m ,,,,, nk+1)b”k+1 H bnz(l 2a,)
H J ny=0,...,ng41=0

XI()( k(”k+1+1)H ns(zas 1)+(as I)Hc y)>

if (@E{al""’a"),‘I‘E{“l""’a")) satisfies (C2). Therefore, I;,;(y) can be expressed by (A.3) with the
sequence given by (ay, ..., o, 1) when (C1) is satisfied or («y, ..., ax, 0) when (C2) is satisfied.
This proves the claim and thus shows that I, is uniquely given by (7). [l

B | Proof of corollary 3.2
Let x > 0. We first note that vectors (ai)l."il, (b,-);z 1»and (Ci);i , are all Borel-measurable functions
of the market parameters (p,u,d) € M. We will drop the classifier Borel- for the remainder of
this proof. First, we prove the measurability of every «;,i = 1, ..., m by simple induction.

The base case, i = 1, is trivial since «; is constant. We then assume that (“k)};zl is measur-
able, and prove measurability of ;. By its definition and the assumption that {(at;, ..., @;)}i=1..m

exists, ;1 can be expressedas a;,; = 1 (@10 By Theorem 6.3 in Angoshtari

{((1)5“1 """ ai),‘[’l )satlsfles(Cl)}

et al. (2020) and since I, is continuously differentiable, the infinite series of (<1>§a1 """ ai))’

and ‘IJgal"”’a") converge for (p,u,d) € M. Therefore, (@5“1""’“"))’ and ‘IJgal"”’a") defined in (6)
are measurable as pointwise limits of measurable functions, which in turn shows that a;
is measurable.

Note that the series of I,,, is derived by sequential application of Theorem 6.3 in Angoshtari et al.
(2020). Since all intermediate functions are shown to be convergent, so does I,,,. The measurable
dependence of I,,, on the market parameters then follows from the explicit expression in (7) as a
pointwise limit of measurable function in a converging series.

In a multi-period binomial market, the expectation in the expression of U,, is essentially a
finite sum of integral terms. Given that the inverse function of a strictly monotone function is also
strictly monotone and thus integrable over finite intervals, its corresponding integral with variable
lower limit of integration f (u) = f I ~L(t)dt for any given x exists and is continuous. Therefore,

the integral terms f(I m( U’ (1)), are compositions of two measurable functions, which then
shows that U,,,(x) is a measurable function of the market parameters as claimed. O
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C | Proof of corollary 3.5
We first prove the equivalence between CDE“I
(aj,bj,cj) =(ay,by,cy) forall j =1,...,1,

""" “) and <I>l.A" if in the homogeneous market. Since

----- i) (1+b) S ot
@ (y) = > DR iy To Ry, inyn @)

bzgzlo‘j ny=0,...,n;=0
o0
~b Y DPUQe ayimynplo Ryt n,-)y)>, (A4)
n,=0,...,n;=0

nsas=DH@=Del+1 it js enough

....................

.....

.....

rAm;(”l ~~~~~ M) I:l

D | Proof of Proposition 3.4

By virtue of Theorem 3.1, U,, exists and is unique. The single-period forward process U; exists
for i =0,...,m because from the proof of Theorem 3.1 we know that the associated equa-
tions of inverse marginal functions (Iy, I,,,), I;(a;y) + b;[;(y) = (1 + b)I;_1(¢;y),i = 1,2, ...,mcan
be solved sequentially for the single-period inverse problems, and I,,, = I,,,. On the other hand, if
U;,i =0,...,m, is a single-period forward process with U, = U,,, with associated optimal wealth
process X*, then

Uo(x) = E[U,(X])] = E[E[U2XDIF]] = -+ = E[U,(X;3)]

and, with a similar argument, Uy(x) > E[U,,(X,,,)] for any X € X(x). Therefore, (U,, U,,) is an
m-forward pair and, by the uniqueness established in Theorem 3.1, U,, = U,,. Furthermore,
Theorem 2.0 in Kramkov and Schachermayer (1999) yields that

me:n—l (Tm—l (pm—llj:n—z (X;;kq—z(x)) ) ))

dQ
= Im<ﬁU(/)(x)>,
. ; 1-
where fori =1,2,...,m, pPi = iﬂ{Rl_u} + 1 ]]{R,—d}' |
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E | Proof of Proposition 4.1
We only discuss the case 6 > 1. Similar arguments apply when 0 < 6 < 1.

.....

the first 1nteract10n with the robo- adv1sor. By Theorem 3.1 and Corollary 3.5, we have
B U™
_ p,pu (Ii(M)< v (x <m>)>> +1-DpUY ( £om < 9y (x (m))>>
i1
=pip[] 85 Uo <Ii(’”) < v (x <’”))> >
=1
i1
+a-op ][] v <1<'">< — U x “’”)))
Jj=1
L L 1\ -l 1=
o (-3) et
j=1
i 1 1 -1 1 11
- — — e
+Q —Dip)Hégj <1 - 5) §'78(1— )01 - p)° I(Xfﬁ))
j=1
1
1 1—D:
= 55670 (X"”B(Dip@ql—@ + <—1 — ;f’ )(1 -pPa- q>1—9>,

1+b _ 1
(a;%+b)  (D;p)Pq'—¢ +(1—D, pPA-g)~

for i =1,..., m, where 5D. = 5 j=1,2,...,i, and § = 5D1.

L 1
Indeed, U}, (X "”)>—H6 UK = - )-lna T,

LetC; = p%q'~f, C2 =01 -pP~QA—-¢)' Y and con51der anew variable t; = (&Dp))e Clearly,

l

t; is strictly positive and increasing in D;. Then E; [Ul.(l)(X l.(m))| F;_1] can be represented by

c C !
E[UPX™)|Fi] = L + 2 v x5

1 1
(C1+171C)e (4C +Cy)e

[ G

Let f(t;) =

T + . After taking derivative we have
(C+71C)8  (401+C,)8

1 _L_ 1 _l
) =501C2tl~_2(cl +171C)) 8 = aclcz(ticl +Cy) !

1

1 1, i
=5C1C2(tiC1 + C2) e ([l.e - 1)
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When 6 > 1, Uy(x) > 0, é— 1 <0, f(t;) is increasing first and attains its maximum at t; =
C1+C21 — 55—1
(C1+Cy)8
we have E [U.(l)(X.(m))U’i_l] = Ul(i)l Xi(_ml)) when D; = 1. Therefore, let f; . = (%p))6
lL{p
i,d(1—p) c C c C

tlmm:(#)e fD - T+ - 1anded= - T+ 2 1°
dP (Cl'H_l Cz)e (zmdxC1+C2)6 (CI'H_1 C2)9 (ti,minC1+C2)§

L, max L, min

The value range of f(¢;) is [min{fDiu fDid} 55_1] and [El[U.(l)(X.(m))|Fi_1] is thus bounded

1, which corresponds to D; = 1, and then begins to decrease. Since f(1) =

1
between [ -5 min{f Din f Dy d}U(l) 0 (m)) U(l) X; (m))] for any possible value of D; in the interval

[Dia, Diul-
Let f; = min{iju,ijd} for j = 2,3,...,m. According to the above we have

Elun i) < E[u )] < -+ < )

and

m 1
E[U(l)(X(m))] > |E|: efmU(l) 1(X(m) ] > > Hf]am(l_é)UO(x)

j=1

When T > m then, according to our assumptions, the agent interacts at time m with the robo-
advisor to update p,, back to the original p and her wealth is reduced from X]; to aX},. Since

Ul.(l)(ax) =q's Ui(l)(x), which one can show easily by Theorem 3.1, we can repeat the above
steps and obtain that

2m 1 1
E|us ] la | EAREE O Uo<x>]
j=1
= lal‘é(Hfj)zaz’”“‘é)uo(x),al‘éUo<x)].
=1

The last equality holds because the choice of intervals are periodic. Repeating the above argument
then immediately proves the claim.

To show that f; is non-increasing in D; ,, and non-decreasing in D; 4, we notice that D; , > 1and
thus t; max > 1and that ¢; ), isincreasing in D; ,,. Therefore, due to the fact that f(t) is decreasing
whent > 1, fp,, = f (t; max) is decreasing in D; ,,. One can show analogously that f pig =f (i min)
is increasing in D; 4. Because f Di does not depend on D; 4 and f Dig does not depend on D, ,,, we
conclude that f; = min{f D S, .} is non-decreasing in D; ,, and non-increasing in D; 4. O

F | Proof of Proposition 4.2
We only show the proof for 6 > 1, similar arguments hold for 0 < 6 < 1, but note that then Uy(x)
is negative.
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Let terminal time T € N be given, its minimal expected performance for any interaction
schedule m is given by

T
1

(al‘é T1(;6 %)
Jj=1

T _pa-b 11 . L ra-t
o[ £ pm s R U ) = 1 Uo(x)
Jj=1 a o
1 m 1T
Apparently, maximising the minimal expected performance or (@~ ¢ [[(f;6 ¢))m over the
j=1
1—Lm -1z
divisor m of T is equivalent to maximising (@ ¢ [[(f;6 ¢))= which is positive for any inter-
j=1

action schedule m, and we denote this optimal schedule by m™, by considering a large enough T,
1 1

1 m
it can be ensured that (ocl_é I1(f;8 1_5))E will not continue increasing after T if m* = T. The
j=1

assertion for the independence of T is thus shown, that is, any setup with horizon T which is a
multiple of m* must share the same optimal interaction schedule.

O

G | Proof of Proposition 5.2
Let (D;)iens (Ei)ien and i € N be fixed. We first compute the 1-forward optimal strategy for period
[i —1,1) in the ideal world scenario,

6[ —B; . —6;

XM =X x o pg - -p)ia—-g
_ Tu—d 6 1-o . —5,’

u—d u—d p;'q' =8 + (1 — p)fi(1 — q)'~5

n'l.l(x): i=1,..,m.

Next, we give the optimal strategy 7" derived in the m-forward framework with homogeneous
parameters fixed at the beginning of each evaluation period. Since Proposition 3.4 states that the
1-forward utility is the same as the m-forward utility at the same time m when parameters are
deterministic and homogeneous, we immediately obtain

x g -(1-q°0-p)y
u—dq'=9pf + (1 —q)'-9Q - p)°

n'l.’"F (x) =

Thus the difference is
6,‘ —0; . —6;
x | pal = —p)i(1—g) G
— Qi —0. . —0;
d| pligi-e + (1 - p)ei(l — @)=

g -0-9°a-p)
g+ Q- -°1 - p)°|

1 mF —
7 (x) — 7" (x) =

We claim that G(p, é) is monotone in p and 6. Indeed, its first order partial derivative with
6p°'a-p)P1gfa-o-°
(@' p+1-)'-0(1-p)°)?
(2)8(=2)%(In 2-1n 1=2)
- ——=, which is strictly positive when p > g and strictly negative when
(q(;)9+(1—q)(q)9)2

respect to p is G}) (p,6) = > 0. Furthermore, its partial derivative w.r.t. § is

(3 O) —
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P < q.Overall, the largest possible absolute deviation is attained by one of the following four cases:
(1)D; =D, ,E; = E;,, if D 4yp < q, (2)D; = D; ,E; = E; 4 if D;yp > q, 3)D; = D, 4,E; = E; 4 if
D;4p < qor (4)D; =D; 4,E; = E;,, if D; 3p < q. The essential supremum and the monotonicity
in i can be naturally derived then.
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