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Abstract

Biomimetic Calcium–Phosphate (Ca–P) coatings were applied by using 5 times concentrated Simulated Body Fluid (SBF� 5)

using Carbon Dioxide gas. This process allows the deposition of a uniform Ca–P coating within 24 h. A previous study of our

process emphasized the importance of hydrogenocarbonate ions (HCO3
�), a crystal growth inhibitor. The aim of the present study

was to investigate the role of the other crystal growth inhibitor present in SBF� 5, Magnesium (Mg2+), on the Ca–P coating

formation. Several SBF� 5 solutions were prepared with various Mg2+ and HCO3
� contents. No Ca–P deposits were detected on

Ti6Al4V substrate soaked for 24 h in a Mg-free SBF� 5 solution, whereas by increasing HCO3
� content in a Mg-free SBF� 5

solution, a Ca–P coating developed on Ti6Al4V substrate. Therefore, it appeared that Mg2+ has a stronger inhibitory effect on

apatite crystal growth than HCO3
�. Nevertheless, Mg2+ plays also another important role as suggested by depth profile X-ray

Photoelectron Spectroscopy (XPS) of the Ca–P coating obtained from SBF� 5 solution. Ca2+ and Mg2+ contents increased

significantly at the titanium/coating interface. Therefore, Ca2+ and Mg2+ initiated Ca–P coating from SBF� 5 solution. The

relatively high interfacial concentration in Mg2+ favors heterogeneous nucleation of tiny Ca–P globules onto the substrate. So

physical adhesion is enhanced at the early stage of the coating formation. r 2002 Elsevier Science Ltd. All rights reserved.
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1. Introduction

Biomimetic Calcium–Phosphate (Ca–P) coatings have
been obtained on Titanium (Ti) substrates by the use of
supersaturated solutions like Simulated Body Fluids
(SBF) [1]. Such coatings are initiated by the hetero-
geneous nucleation of Ca–P globules. However, the
formation of uniform Ca–P coating takes at least 7 days
with regular refreshing of the solution [1–4]. The
slowness of this process is due to the metastability of
SBF at physiological conditions (371C, pH=7.25). In
this study, a biomimetic Ca–P coating was obtained by
soaking Ti6Al4V plates in a 5 times more concentrated
SBF (so-called SBF� 5) with CO2 gas [5–6]. This
approach renders unnecessary refreshing the metastable
solution, and it significantly accelerates the coating

process. Our aim was to understand Ca–P nucleation
mechanism towards Ti6Al4V substrate. Indeed, hetero-
geneous nucleation on a foreign substrate requires
physical and chemical considerations. Several previous
studies have shown that Ca–P have strong chemical and
physical affinities for Ti substrate [5,7–13]. On one hand,
Ca–P nucleation on Ti substrates is promoted by
chemical affinities, which are related to surface charge
of the Titanium oxide (TiO2) layer that covers any Ti
and alloys substrate [14–15]. On the other hand, the
texture of the substrate can inhibit or promote, in vitro
and in vivo, Ca–P nucleation depending on surface
roughness [16–18]. Furthermore, we showed in a
previous study that Ca–P coating crystallinity influences
coating attachment and homogeneity on Ti6Al4V
substrate: the lower HCO3

� content in SBF� 5 was,
the fewer the Ca–P developed on Ti6Al4V substrate [6].
The growing of small globules resulted in a more stable
and homogeneous Ca–P coating. In this study, our aim
was to investigate chemical and physical affinities that
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lead to Ca–P coating formation from SBF� 5 solution
onto Ti6Al4V substrate. First, we analyzed our biomi-
metic Ca–P coating formed from SBF� 5 solution
depth profile X-ray Photoelectron Spectroscopy (XPS)
in order to enlighten favored Ca–P/Ti interactions.
Second, since Magnesium (Mg2+) is also known to
inhibit apatite crystal growth [19–30], we studied its
influence on Ca–P coating formation from SBF� 5
solution. We compared also its role with HCO3

� ions
role, since HCO3

� lowers Ca–P coating crystallinity [6].
Therefore, we prepared several SBF� 5 solutions. On
one hand, Mg2+ content was individually changed,
whereas the other salts content remained similar to
SBF� 5 solution composition. On the other hand, we
prepared two additional solutions, in which one of the
crystal growth inhibitor (Mg2+ or HCO3

�) content was
discarded and the other crystal growth inhibitor content
was increased 8 times.

2. Materials and method

Ti6Al4V plates were ultrasonically cleaned succes-
sively in acetone, ethanol (70%) and finally deminer-
alized water. These plates were then etched for 10min in
a mixture of 2ml HF (40%) and 4ml HNO3 (66%) in
1000ml of water. The average roughness (Ra) of the
substrate was not affected by etching and remained at
Ra=0.80 mm. Ti6Al4V plates were thereafter soaked
into various SBF solutions (so-called SBF� 5). Com-
position of these various solutions is summarized in
Table 1. Throughout the experiments, reagents grade
chemicals were used (Merck). Each solution was
prepared by dissolution of the salts into 1000ml of
demineralized water in which CO2 gas was bubbled. The
starting point of the experiments was set when CO2

bubbling was stopped (t ¼ 0 h). All the experiments
were performed in a 1.5l-reactor thermostated at
37711C for 24 h of soaking. The solutions were
stirred with a magnetic bar with a speed of 200 rounds
per minutes (rpm). pH of the calcifying solutions
was recorded every 30min with a combined
electrode (pHmeter Portamess). Prior to experiments,

the pH electrode was calibrated with two buffer
solutions at pH=4.01 and 7.00 (IUPAC stan-
dards, Radiometer Copenhagen). After 24 h of immer-
sion Ti6Al4V plates were removed out of the SBF
solution.

2.1. Qualitative and quantitative analysis of the

biomimetic Ca–P by XPS depth profile

After 24 h of immersion into SBF� 5 solution,
Ti6Al4V plates were taken out of the solution, ultra-
sonically cleaned with demineralized water, and finally
dried at room temperature overnight. At the end of the
experiment (t ¼ 24 h) the precipitate formed in SBF� 5
solution was filtrated through a Whatman paper no. 5,
and dried overnight in air at 501C. Analysis of this
precipitate was performed by Fourier Transform Infra-
Red (FTIR, 8 scans, Perkin-Elmer, Spectrum 1000) and
X-ray Diffraction (XRD, Rigaku Miniflex goniometer).
X-rays were produced by a monochromatic source (Cu
Ka, l ¼ 1:54 (A, 30KV, 15mA). XRD pattern was
recorded as follows: scan range: 2y=3.00–60.001, scan
speed: 2.001/min, scan step: 0.021. Plates were micro-
scopically investigated using Environmental Scanning
Electron Microscopy with a Field Emission Gun
(ESEM-FEG, Philips, model XL-30, 10 keV). The Ca–
P coated Ti6Al4V plates were analyzed by XPS (Surface
Science Instrument M-Probe, United Kingdom) using a
monochromatized source using Al Ka. An XPS depth
profile qualitative analysis was performed by gradually
removing the coating with an Argon (Ar) Ion Etch Gun,
calibrated at 3 nm/min. The detection limit of XPS
depth profile analysis for atomic percentage was
about 1%.

2.2. Influence of magnesium on the Ca–P coating

formation

In order to investigate the role of magnesium (Mg2+)
in SBF� 5 various highly concentrated SBF solutions
were prepared (see Table 1). SBF� 5(Mg� 0) was a
Mg-free SBF� 5 solution. SBF� 5(Mg� 3) was a
solution where Mg2+ was increased to 3 times as

Table 1

Inorganic composition (mm) of human blood plasma (HBP), regular Simulated Body Fluid (SBF), experimental SBF� 5 solutions

NaCl MgCl2 � 6H2O CaCl2 � 2H2O Na2HPO4 � 2H2O NaHCO3

HBP 146.7 1.5 2.5 1.0 27.0

SBF 146.7 1.5 2.5 1.0 4.2

SBF� 5 733.5 7.5 12.5 5.0 21.0

SBF� 5 (Mg� 0) 733.5 0.0 12.5 5.0 21.0

SBF� 5 (Mg� 3) 733.5 4.5 12.5 5.0 21.0

SBF� 5 (Mg� 8, HCO3� 0) 733.5 12.0 12.5 5.0 0.0

SBFx5 (Mg� 0, HCO3� 8) 733.5 0.0 12.5 5.0 33.6
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compared with a regular SBF solution. The leftover
salts concentrations remained similar to SBF� 5
solution. Furthermore, in order to differentiate the
role of magnesium ions (Mg2+) and hydrogenocarbo-
nate ions (HCO3

�), two additional solutions were
prepared. SBF� 5 (Mg� 8, HCO3� 0) solution is an
HCO3-free solution with [Mg2+] raised to 8 times
as compared with regular SBF solution. Contrarily,
SBF� 5(Mg� 0, HCO3� 8) solution is an Mg-free
solution with [HCO3

� was also raised to 8 times. Twenty
Ti6Al4V plates were soaked in each solution
(SBF� 5(Mg� 0), SBF� 5(Mg� 3), SBF� 5(Mg� 8,
HCO3� 0) and SBF� 5(Mg� 0, HCO3� 8)). A
kinetic study was performed for each experiment by
measuring the pH of the solution, by taking out
two Ti6Al4V plates every hour and by determining
visually when the precipitation occurred in the
solution. The presence of any Ca–P coating on the
plates was checked with Energy Dispersive for X-ray
analysis (EDX, Philips). Filtration and analysis of the
Ca–P precipitates, gathered at the end of the experi-
ments, were performed by FTIR and XRD as men-
tioned above. The removed Ti6Al4V plates were
cleaned, dried and observed by ESEM as mentioned
above.

3. Results

3.1. Qualitative and quantitative characterization of the

biomimetic Ca–P obtained from SBF� 5 solution

As shown Fig. 1, pH of SBF� 5 solution raised from
5.9 at t ¼ 0 h to 8.1 at t ¼ 24 h. The XRD pattern of the
precipitate exhibited two wide bumps located at about
2y ¼ 301 and at 2y ¼ 451: These bumps were character-
istic of the broadening of apatitic diffraction lines
indicating a poorly crystallized structure (Fig. 1b). The
FTIR spectrum (Fig. 1c) corroborated previous XRD
observations. Intense and broad bands assigned to O–H
stretching and bending of H2O were observed at,
respectively, 3435 and 1646 cm�1. Additionally, three
bands at 1497 and 1428 cm�1 at 868 cm�1were assigned
to CO3

2� groups. The broad and one-component bands
at 1043 and 560 cm�1 corresponded to phosphate
groups (PO3�

4 ), while the band located at 868 cm�1

corresponded to HPO4
2� groups. These featureless

PO3�
4 bands were characteristic of a disordered environ-

ment. Therefore, the precipitate formed in SBF� 5 was
a poorly crystallized or amorphous carbonated Ca–P
phase. ESEM photos of the final coating after 24 h of
immersion in SBF� 5 (Fig. 1d) indicated that a uniform

Fig. 1. SBF� 5 (a) pH versus soaking time, (b) XRD, (c) FTIR and (d) ESEM photos at magnification � 1000 and � 20000.
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Ca–P layer covered the plate as a dense Ca–P film
composed of globules of 1–5 mm in size. At high
magnification (� 20000) the globules exhibited nano-
metric nuclei indicating that the film was composed of
an amorphous or nano-crystalline compound. Fig. 2
shows the quantitative variation of the elements present
in the Ca–P coated Ti6Al4V sample (Ca%, P%, Mg%
and Ti%) versus cumulative Ar etching time, related to
the depth analysis. Considering the depth profile, from 0
to 1383 s of etching, Ca, P and Mg are the main elements
detected by XPS. P%, Ca% and Mg% remained quite
stable at, respectively, 15.0%, 22.0% and 3.0%. This
first part corresponded uniquely to Ca–P coating.
Beyond 1383 s of etching, P%, Ca% and Mg% started
to significantly evolve. For example, after 1623 s of
etching, %P decreased to 9.8%, while the %Ca raised to
a maximum of 29.8%, and %Mg remained stable at
3.7%. At this etching time, 1623s, the calculated atomic

ratios were Ca/P=3.0, Ca/Ti=12.9 and P/Ti=4.3.
Deeper in the sample, at 1743 s, %Ti started to increase
rapidly at 7.2%, indicating the approach of Ti6Al4V
substrate, and corresponding to the coating/substrate
interface. Considering the other elements after 1743 s of
etching, %P, %Ca and %Mg were, respectively, 4.8%,
28.1% and 4.6%. Ca and Mg were highly present in
comparison to P at the interface as indicated by the
atomic ratios Ca/P=5.9, Ca/Ti=3.9 and P/Ti=0.6.
The high Ca/P ratio could not correspond uniquely to
any Ca–P phase. For 1983 s of etching, %P, %Ca
and %Mg continued decreasing, whereas %Ti in-
creased to 23.6%. However a similar tendency
was observed. %Ca and %Mg were still relatively
high as compared with %P. Beyond 1983 s of etching, Ti
was the main detectable element indicating the end
of the interface, and herewith the unique Ti6Al4V
substrate.

3.2. Influence of magnesium on the Ca–P coating

formation

All the results concerning the kinetic study and the
Ca–P structures are summarized Table 2.

3.2.1. SBF� 5(Mg� 0) and SBF� 5(Mg� 3)

Influence of magnesium content on Ca–P formation
In the case of the Mg-free solution SBF� 5(Mg� 0), the
starting pH was pH=5.8 (Fig. 3a). During the first 6 h,
the pH increased with a slope of 0.14 pH-units/h. At
t ¼ 6 h, the pH suddenly dropped from 6.8 to 5.7 within
30min. Subsequently pH increased again and reached
pH=7.9 at t ¼ 24 h. By t ¼ 6 h during the pH drop, a
precipitate appeared through the whole solution. XRD
analysis of this precipitate gathered at t ¼ 24 h exhibits
quite broad diffraction lines (Fig. 3b). The position of
these diffraction lines indicated an apatitic structure.
The peak at 2y=32.11 corresponded to the overlapping
of (2 1 1), (1 1 2), (3 0 0) and (2 0 2) diffraction plans. In
addition the peak at 2y ¼ 25:81 corresponding to
diffraction plan (0 0 2) of apatitic structure indicated
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Fig. 2. XPS depth profile of the biomimetic Ca–P coating obtained

from SBF� 5 solution. Atomic percentages of the elements (Calcium

(Ca), Phosphorus (P), Magnesium (Mg), and Titanium (Ti)) are

plotted versus Argon etching time (s).

Table 2

Kinetics of precipitation and coating formations of the various experiments

Experiment Precipitation formation Coating formation Precipitate structure Slope (/h)

pH Time (h) pH Time (h)

SBF� 5 6.7 41
2

6.8 51
2

AmCO3–CaP
b 0.11

SBF� 5 (Mg� 0) 6.7 6 / / CO3–Ap
c 0.14

SBF� 5 (Mg� 3) 6.7 4 6.8 41
2

AmCO3–CaP
b 0.15

SBF� 5 (Mg� 8, HCO3� 0) 6.6 151
2

6.6 151
2

DCPDa 0.12

SBF� 5 (Mg� 0, HCO3� 8) 6.4 11
2

7.0 10 CO3–Ap/calcite 0.12

aDCPD: brushite.
bAmCO3–CAP: amorphous carbonated CaP.
cCO3–Ap: carbonated apatite.

F. Barrere et al. / Biomaterials 23 (2002) 2211–22202214



5.5

6.0

6.5

7.0

7.5

8.0

0 5 10 15 20 25

p
H

5.5

6.0

6.5

7.0

7.5

8.0

0 5 10 15 20 25

p
H

2000 1500

SBFx5(Mgx3)

(a)

(c)

10 20 30 40 50 60

10 20 30 40 50 60

(

(

10 20 30 40 50 60

10 20 30 40 50 60

(002)

(211), (112),

(300), (202)

(b)

SBFx5(Mgx3)

SBFx5(Mgx0)

2-theta (degree)

SBFx5(Mgx0)

SBFx5(Mgx3)

soaking time (h)

100030004000.0

cm-1

SBFx5(Mgx0)

2-theta (degree)

400.0

Fig. 3. SBF� 5 (Mg� 0) and SBF� 5 (Mg� 3) experiments (a) pH versus soaking time (b) XRD (c) FTIR and (d) ESEM photos at magnification

� 1000 and � 20000.

F. Barrere et al. / Biomaterials 23 (2002) 2211–2220 2215



that SBF� 5 (Mg� 0) precipitate was composed of tiny
apatitic crystals. The FTIR characterization confirmed
this observation (Fig. 3c). The spectrum showed intense
and broad bands assigned to O–H stretching and
bending of H2O (3435 and 1646 cm�1), three bands
corresponding to CO3

2� groups (n3 mode at 1497 and
1428 cm�1 and n2 mode at 868 cm

�1). PO4
3� groups were

located at 1028 cm�1 (n3 mode), at 960 cm
�1 (n1 mode)

and at 602 and 563 cm�1 (n4 mode). Furthermore
HPO4

2� groups were detected at 1108 cm�1 (n3 mode).
This indicated a Ca-deficient carbonated apatitic struc-
ture. Besides Ca–P precipitation in SBF� 5(Mg� 0)
solution, Ti6Al4V surface did not exhibit any changes
for 24 h of experiments. ESEM pictures of the removed
Ti6Al4V plates did not show any Ca–P traces but only
substrate texture (Fig. 3d). The EDX analysis of this
sample only indicated Ti and Al peaks. Thereby, the
immersion of the Ti6Al4V samples into SBF� 5
(Mg� 0) did not lead to the formation of any Ca–P
trace on the substrate.
In the case of a SBF� 5(Mg� 3) ([Mg]=4.5mm), the

starting pH is pH=6.0. Within approximately the first
5 h, the pH increased rapidly with a slope of 0.15 pH-
units/h. Subsequently, the pH slope was quite reduced.
At the end of the experiments, pH reached 7.8 (Fig. 3a).
A precipitate formed in the solution at t ¼ 4 h
(pH=6.7). XRD and FTIR spectra (respectively,
Fig. 3b and Fig. 3c) of the final precipitate gathered at
the end of the experiments indicated a one-component
and broad PO3�

4 IR bands and wide XRD bumps. In
other words, the precipitate formed in SBF� 5(Mg� 3)
is a poorly crystallized carbonated Ca–P structure.
Simultaneously to precipitation (t ¼ 41

2
h; pH=6.8), a

colorful layer appeared on the Ti6Al4V plates corre-
sponding to a Ca–P layer as indicated EDX analysis. By
ESEM, at magnification � 1000, the final coating
appeared dense and presented some cracks. This Ca–P
coating covered uniformly the Ti6Al4V surface and it
was composed of numerous Ca–P globules of E1–5 mm
in diameter (Fig. 3d). At high magnification (� 20000),
these globules were dense and they were composed of
nano-metric globules. No crystals could be observed on

Ti6Al4V substrate following its immersion in
SBF� 5(Mg� 3).

3.3.2. SBF� 5(Mg� 8, HCO3� 0) and

SBF� 5(Mg� 0, HCO3� 8): Differentiation of

carbonate and magnesium role

In the case of SBF� 5(Mg� 8, HCO3� 0)
([Mg]=12mm, [HCO3]=0mm), the starting pH was
5.3. During the first 3 h, the pH increased with a slope of
0.13 pH-units/h. At t ¼ 16 h, pH reached a plateau at
6.6 (Fig. 4a). Meanwhile, a precipitation occurred into
SBF� 5 (Mg� 8, HCO3� 0) solution. The XRD
spectrum of this precipitate gathered at the end of the
experiments exhibited sharp peaks indicating a highly
crystallized structure (Fig. 4b). The diffraction lines at
2y ¼ 11:71 and at 2y ¼ 29:31 are characteristic of
brushite (DCPD). FTIR spectrum (Fig. 4c) was in
compliance with the previous XRD investigations, the
phosphate and hydrogenophosphate bands are charac-
teristic of DCPD structure (1220, 1134 1074, 1059, 1000
and 986 cm�1 for P–O n3 mode, 874 cm

�1 for P–O(H) n1
mode and 525 cm�1 for P–O n4 mode) (fig). Simulta-
neously to the precipitation into SBF� 5(Mg� 8,
HCO3� 0) solution, a colorful Ca–P film was formed.
At t ¼ 24 h, ESEM photos of the final coating exhibited
a dense and smooth morphology with some Ca–P
globules of approximately 2 mm in diameter (Fig. 4d). At
high magnification (� 20000), this smooth layer was
composed of expanded globules containing nano-sized
globules.
In the case of SBF� 5(Mg� 0, HCO3� 8) solution

([Mg]=0mm, [HCO3]=33.6mm), the starting pH was
6.1 (Fig. 4a). During the first 3 h, the pH increased with
a slope of 0.12 pH-units/h. Subsequently, pH dropped
from 6.6 (t ¼ 21

2
h) to 6.4 (t ¼ 3 h). Further, pH stared to

rise and reached pH=7.9. This pH remained stable until
t ¼ 181

2
h: Subsequently, pH decreased again to pH=7.8

at the end of the experiments (t ¼ 24 h). At t ¼ 11
2
h

(pH=6.4), a precipitation occurred in SBF� 5(Mg� 0,
HCO3� 8). The XRD pattern of the precipitate
gathered at t ¼ 24 h exhibited meanwhile sharp and
broad diffraction lines (Fig. 4b). The sharp diffraction

Fig. 3. (Continued.)
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lines could be assigned to calcite structure, whereas the
broad diffraction lines could be assigned to apatitic
structure where the peak at 2y ¼ 32:061 corresponded to
the overlapping of (2 1 1), (1 1 2), (3 0 0) and (2 0 2)
diffraction plans. Besides PO4

3� groups located at
1028 cm�1 (n3 mode), at 960 cm�1 (n1 mode), at 602
and 563 cm�1 (n4 mode) and HPO4

2� groups at
1108 cm�1 (n3 mode), FTIR spectrum of the precipitate
(Fig. 4c) exhibited strong and large CO3

2� bands at 1480
and 1416 cm�1 (n3 mode) and at 868 cm�1 (n2 mode)
corresponding to carbonated Ca–P structure. Addition-
ally two sharp and fine bands located at 1793 and
713 cm�1 were assigned to calcite structure (CaCO3). At
t ¼ 10 h (pH=7.0), a whitish layer covered uniformly
the Ti6Al4V substrate. EDX of this layer indicated the
formation of a Ca–P film. At the end of the experiments,
the ESEM photos of the final sample revealed an
heterogeneous coating morphology (Fig. 4d). The coat-
ing seemed to be first covered with tiny crystals. These
crystals were partially covered by nano-sized globules.
Though calcite was detected in the precipitate, the
microstructure of this coating suggested the formation
of Ca–P compounds on the Ti6Al4V substrate rather
than CaCO3.

4. Discussion

4.1. Role of magnesium in SBF� 5 solution

From the overall experiments, Mg2+ strongly affects
the Ca–P coating formation and structure. This
important effect is emphasized by XPS depth profile of
the final Ca–P coating obtained from SBF� 5 solution.
As previously shown [6], immersion of Ti6Al4V plates
into SBF� 5 led to the deposition of a uniform and thin
amorphous carbonated Ca–P layer within 51

2
h. This

coating, together with a precipitate, formed while CO2

gas is released out of the solution. This CO2 release
induces a pH raise leading to an increasing super-
saturation of SBF� 5 solution and, to Ca–P nucleation
in the solution and onto the Ti substrate. Mg2+ affects

Ca–P coating process at different stages, related to its
Ca–P crystal growth inhibitory effect [19–21, 27]. When
Mg2+ is lowered, pH curve is affected. As discussed
elsewhere, CO2 release prevented the drop in pH that is
usually observed during Ca–P formation [6]. In the
particular case of Mg-free SBF� 5 solutions
(SBF� 5(Mg� 0) and SBF� 5(Mg� 0, HCO3� 8)),
pH suddenly decreases simultaneously to precipitation
in the solution. When Mg2+ is absent of SBF� 5
solution, Ca–P precipitation occurs suddenly, leading to
a drop in pH. Kibalczyc et al. have already reported
dependence of pH drop versus the amount of Mg2+

contents: higher Mg2+ content is, smaller is the pH drop
[24]. pH decreases slower in the case of Mg-containing
SBF solutions as compared with Mg-free SBF solutions.
Additionally, in our experiments, pH decrease is
prevented by CO2 release leading to a pH increase.
When Mg2+ content is increased in SBF� 5 solution,
Ca–P precipitation is delayed and the precipitate
structure is changed into amorphous or poorly crystal-
lized apatite. Indeed Mg2+ is known to poison Ca–P
surfaces by disturbing the crystal growth process and by
stabilizing amorphous Ca–P phases in detriment to
apatitic phases [24–30]. When SBF� 5 solutions are
supersaturated towards apatite and Mg2+ content
increases, the crystallinity of the precipitate decreases.
In the particular case of SBF� 5(Mg� 8, HCO3� 0),
the precipitate has a highly crystallized DCPD structure.
It appears that Mg2+ does not affect DCPD formation
as it was already shown by previous studies [20–21, 30].
As Mg2+ affects precipitate structure, it strongly affects
coating formation as well. When comparing coatings
obtained from SBF� 5(Mg� 3) and from SBF� 5, Ca–
P globules were larger with low Mg2+ content. When
Mg2+ content is increased in SBF� 5(Mg� 8,
HCO3� 0) solution, though without HCO3

�, the coating
is evenly composed of smaller globules. This difference
in size is obviously due to inhibitory effect of Mg2+ as
mentioned above. On the other hand, when Mg2+

content is removed from SBF� 5 solution, no Ca–P
trace was detected on Ti6Al4V substrate. This experi-
ment suggests that Mg2+ is essential for Ca–P coating

Fig. 4. (Continued).
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formation. At this stage three hypotheses can be
considered. First, Ca–P crystals might have been too
large to remain on Ti6Al4V substrate. Due to a lack of
Mg2+, Ca–P crystals could have grown as it partially
happened in the case of HCO3-free SBF� 5 solution as
published previously [6]. Secondly, due to the absence of
Mg2+, precipitation occurs suddenly in the solution.
Consequently, the energy required to grow Ca–P
homogeneously in the solution is lower than energy
required for heterogeneous nucleation on the substrate.
These two last hypotheses can be supported by
experiment SBF� 5(Mg� 0, HCO3� 8). Despite the
absence of Mg2+ in this solution, a Ca–P coating was
deposited on Ti6Al4V substrate. So, it would suggest
that Mg2+ has a stronger inhibitory effect than HCO3

�

in our SBF� 5 conditions since a previous study [6]
showed that, despite the absence of HCO3

�, Ca–P
formed on Ti6Al4V substrate. The non-uniformity of
this coating is thought to be due to too large crystals
grown on a flat substrate. However our first hypothesis
seems rather unlikely improbable since Ti6Al4V plates
were analyzed every hour and any Ca–P trace had never
been detected. In a third hypothesis, additionally to a
comparable tailoring effect of both HCO3

� and Mg2+,
Mg2+ seems to have an important role at the Ca–P
coating/substrate interface. Indeed, XPS depth profile of
this thin Ca–P coating formed from SBF� 5 solution
indicated that, like Ca%, Mg% reaches its maximum at
the interface. This suggests that the coating formation
was initiated by positive ions certainly due to a
negatively charged TiO2 surface. Because the isoelectric
point of this TiO2 layer is approximately pH=6.0–6.2
[14–15], in the case of SBF� 5 solution the Ti6Al4V
substrate is slightly negatively charged. Via the passive
TiO2 layer therefore, cationic species like Ca2+ and
Mg2+ are preferably attracted. The high Mg2+ content
at the vicinity of Ti6Al4V substrate inhibits Ca–P
growth favoring tiny Ca–P globules on Ti6Al4V
substrate. So the Ca–P coating, being composed of tiny
globules, is stabilized on evenly smooth Ti6Al4V
substrate.

4.2. General scheme of Ca–P coating formation from

SBF� 5 solution

This study of Mg2+ role on Ca–P coating deposition
on Ti6Al4V from SBF� 5 solution clarifies the Ca–P
coating formation process. From a previous publication
we have established that Ca–P formation in the solution
and on the substrate, must be simultaneous in order to
balance both phenomena [6]. Precipitation must not
occur too fast in order to allow nucleation on substrate.
Additionally HCO3

�, like Mg2+, reduces apatitic crystal
growth. Consequently, both these ions reduce Ca–P
crystal size and thereby, Ca–P crystals remain more
stabilized on the flat Ti6Al4V substrate. Theoretically,

heterogeneous nucleation on a substrate requires che-
mical and physical affinities, and Mg2+ in SBF� 5
solution seems to influence on both chemical and
physical affinities. Indeed, in our study, cationic species,
i.e. Ca2+ and Mg2+ are favorably attracted onto the
TiO2 passive layer covering Ti6Al4V plates. Both
affinities towards Ca–P nucleation onto Ti and alloys
have been already widely studied [5–11]. It is not clear
yet to which extend each parameter, physical or
chemical affinity, is important. For example, chemical
treatments have been performed on Ti substrates in
order to accelerate the Ca–P nucleation process [31–33].
These drastic treatments affect both surface composition
as well as surface roughness. So it is ambiguous to
evaluate at which extend, each parameter influences Ca–
P nucleation. In our experiments, surface texture is kept
similar throughout all the experiments. We only change
ionic composition of SBF� 5. We hypothesize that the
initial Ca–P nucleation step is primarily favored by
chemical affinity. Li compared the ability of various
substrates on Ca–P formation. The author has shown
that alumina substrates, positively charged at pH=7.4
do not initiate any Ca–P nuclei whereas silica and titania
substrate lead to Ca–P nucleation due to their negatively
charged surface at pH=7.4 [8]. Concerning the
nature of chemical bonding between Ca–P and
Titanium remains quite ambiguous. Titanium substrate
is believed to be negatively charged at physiological pH,
whereas results show evidences for chemical affinities
between Ti and HPO4

2� [5,7,9,11] but rarely Ti and Ca2+

[5,9]. We think that these two kinds of affinities actually
can be possible, and occur during Ca–P coating
formation on Ti6Al4V [5]. All the aforementioned
studies have been performed under different conditions
of soaking solutions and analysis. This enables a
definitive conclusion concerning a general scheme of
chemical bonding. Concerning the physical affinity, it
appears that the stability of this Ca–P coating is
related to Ca–P globule development kinetics on the
Ti6Al4V substrate. The uniform Ca–P coatings ob-
tained in our experiments exhibit globules being
amorphous or nano-crystalline as suggested FTIR and
XRD analyses of the precipitates. These globules
seem to have expanded during the formation process
all over the surface to finally link with surrounding
Ca–P globules growing as well. When Ca–P crystals
were detected by ESEM, the Ca–P coating was
heterogeneous due to the detachment of the largest
Ca–P crystals. Thereby, in order to create a stable
biomimetic Ca–P coating, this coating must first
be composed of tiny Ca–P globules. The presence of
Mg2+ present at the vicinity of the negatively charged
surface inhibits apatite crystal growth in favor to
poorly crystallized Ca–P globules. This leads to a
strong attachment of the Ca–P coating on Ti6Al4V
substrate.

F. Barrere et al. / Biomaterials 23 (2002) 2211–2220 2219



5. Conclusion

The use of a five times more concentrated SBF
solution allows the deposition of an homogeneous Ca–P
coating within 24 h. The formation and attachment of
this coating is strongly related to Mg2+ content. Indeed,
Mg2+ is a key-factor for Ca–P coating formation from
SBF� 5 solution. It inhibits precipitation in the solution
and it favors the formation of Ca–P coating due to its
relatively high concentration at the coating/substrate
interface.
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