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57) ABSTRACT

Phase-locked loop (PLL) circuitry in which a sampling phase
detector samples the output signal in accordance with the
reference signal and a frequency detector detects the output
signal frequency in accordance with the reference signal.
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PHASE-LOCKED LOOP INCLUDING
SAMPLING PHASE DETECTOR AND
CHARGE PUMP WITH PULSE WIDTH
CONTROL

BACKGROUND

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to phase detectors, and in
particular, to sampling phase detectors.

2. Related Art

Referring to FIG. 1, the classical phase-locked loop (PLL)
10 has an architecture as shown with a phase frequency detec-
tor and charge pump 12, a low pass filter 14, a voltage con-
trolled oscillator (VCO) 16, and a frequency divider 18 with
divider ratio N, all interconnected substantially as shown. As
is well known, the divider 18 in the feedback loop is used to
provide frequency down conversion to ensure a correct fre-
quency relationship between the input reference signal 11 and
the output signal 17. While useful and widely used, such an
architecture has two basic limitations: tradeoff between loop
noise and VCO noise; and multiplication of loop phase noise
power by the square of the divider ratio (N?) transferred to the
output.

Referring to FIG. 2, an alternative PLL architecture 20 uses
a sampling phase detector and charge pump 22, thereby
avoiding the need for a feedback frequency divider. The VCO
output signal 17 is sub-sampled by the reference clock 11.
Such sampling phase detectors are well known, and are often
used in clock data recovery (CDR) circuits and delay locked
loop (DLL) circuits.

Referring to FIG. 3, such a PLL architecture 20 performs
sub-sampling with a sample-and-hold (S&H) circuit 224, the
primary elements of which (in its most simplified represen-
tation) are a serial switch circuit 24 and shunt capacitance 26.
By avoiding the use of a feedback frequency divider, the
frequency divider noise is eliminated.

Referring to FIG. 4, in such a sub-sampling process, the
sine wave VCO output signal 17 with frequency f}., is
sampled by pulses with the clock signal 11 frequency f,_,
where fp-o=N*1, . With an integer ratio N, the sub-sampler
output voltage 23 should ideally be a constant DC voltage
\/vsam'

Referring to FIGS. 3A and 4A, in accordance with a more
practical implementation, the S&H circuit 225 includes serial
switch circuits 24a, 24b and with the shunt capacitance
implemented as two capacitors 26a, 26b. The VCO output
signal 17 is sampled by non-overlapping reference clock sig-
nals 11p, 11 such that the VCO output signal 17 is sampled
by the first clock signal 11p and the first sampled signal 23a
is sampled by the second clock signal 117 to produce the final
sub-sampler output voltage 23 with a constant DC voltage
Veam When f~N*T o

Such conventional sampling phase detectors, however,
have their own disadvantages. For example, one property of a
sampling phase detector is a large detection gain. In order to
use it in a feedback loop like a DLL or PLL and ensure loop
stability, either the performance of the phase detector must be
sacrificed or an external loop filter with a low bandwidth, and,
therefore, large capacitances, must be used. Such an external
loop filter, of course, generally prevents such a phase detector
from being fully integrated on a chip.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with the presently claimed invention, phase-
locked loop (PLL) circuitry is provided in which a sampling
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phase detector samples the output signal in accordance with
the reference signal and a frequency detector detects the
output signal frequency in accordance with the reference
signal.

In accordance with one embodiment of the presently
claimed invention, phase-locked loop (PLL) circuitry
includes:

sampling phase detection circuitry responsive to a refer-
ence signal and an oscillation signal by providing a sampled
signal;

signal combining circuitry coupled to the sampling phase
detection circuitry and responsive to the sampled signal and a
detected signal by providing a combination signal;

filter circuitry coupled to the signal combining circuitry
and responsive to the combination signal by providing a fil-
tered signal;

oscillator circuitry coupled to the filter circuitry and the
sampling phase detection circuitry, and responsive to the
filtered signal by providing the oscillation signal; and

frequency lock circuitry coupled to the oscillator circuitry
and responsive to the reference signal and the oscillation
signal by providing the detected signal.

In accordance with another embodiment of the presently
claimed invention, phase-locked loop (PLL) circuitry
includes:

sampling phase detector means for receiving a reference
signal and an oscillation signal and in response thereto pro-
viding a sampled signal;

signal combiner means for combining the sampled signal
and a detected signal to provide a combination signal;

filtering means for filtering the combination signal to pro-
vide a filtered signal;

oscillator means for receiving the filtered signal and in
response thereto providing the oscillation signal; and

frequency locking means for receiving the reference signal
and the oscillation signal and in response thereto providing
the detected signal.

In accordance with another embodiment of the presently
claimed invention, a method of providing a phase-locked
signal includes:

sampling an oscillation signal in accordance with the ref-
erence signal to provide a sampled signal;

combining the sampled signal and a detected signal to
provide a combination signal;

filtering the combination signal to provide a filtered signal;

generating the oscillation signal in accordance with the
filtered signal; and

frequency detecting the oscillation signal in accordance
with the reference signal to provide the detected signal.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a block diagram of a conventional PLL architec-
ture.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a conventional PLL architec-
ture using sub-sampling.

FIGS. 3 and 3A are simplified schematics of conventional
S&H circuits.

FIGS. 4 and 4A illustrate sub-sampling processes for an
integer ratio N in the circuits of FIGS. 3 and 3A, respectively.

FIG. 51is ablock diagram of a sampling phase detector and
charge pump with pulse width control in accordance with one
embodiment of the presently claimed invention.

FIG. 6 is a logic diagram for one example of the pulser of
FIG. 5.

FIG. 7 is a signal timing diagram for the input and output
signals of FIG. 6.
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FIG. 8 is a block diagram of a sampling phase detector and
charge pump with pulse width control in accordance with
another embodiment of the presently claimed invention.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram of an integer-N PLL using a
sampling phase detector and charge pump with pulse width
control in accordance with the presently claimed invention,
along with a frequency-locked loop (FLL).

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following detailed description is of example embodi-
ments of the presently claimed invention with references to
the accompanying drawings. Such description is intended to
be illustrative and not limiting with respect to the scope of the
present invention. Such embodiments are described in suffi-
cient detail to enable one of ordinary skill in the art to practice
the subject invention, and it will be understood that other
embodiments may be practiced with some variations without
departing from the spirit or scope of the subject invention.

Throughout the present disclosure, absent a clear indica-
tion to the contrary from the context, it will be understood that
individual circuit elements as described may be singular or
plural in number. For example, the terms “circuit” and “cir-
cuitry” may include either a single component or a plurality of
components, which are either active and/or passive and are
connected or otherwise coupled together (e.g., as one or more
integrated circuit chips) to provide the described function.
Additionally, the term “signal” may refer to one or more
currents, one or more voltages, or a data signal. Within the
drawings, like or related elements will have like or related
alpha, numeric or alphanumeric designators. Further, while
the present invention has been discussed in the context of
implementations using discrete electronic circuitry (prefer-
ably in the form of one or more integrated circuit chips), the
functions of any part of such circuitry may alternatively be
implemented using one or more appropriately programmed
processors, depending upon the signal frequencies or data
rates to be processed.

Referring to FIG. 5, a sampling phase detector and charge
pump 100 in accordance with one embodiment of the pres-
ently claimed invention includes S&H circuitry 122a, volt-
age-to-current circuitry 130u, 130d, switch circuitry 132u,
132d, and pulser circuitry 134 (discussed in more detail
below), all interconnected substantially as shown. The oscil-
lator output signal 117 is sub-sampled by the S&H circuitry
1224 in accordance with the reference signal 11. The result-
ing sample signal 123a drives the upper voltage-to-current
circuit 130x which, in accordance with the magnitude of the
sample signal 1234, provides a corresponding source current
131u for the charge pump. The lower voltage-to-current cir-
cuit 1304 is driven by a reference voltage 111 having a mag-
nitude 'V, _.equal to the magnitude V., of the nominal output
voltage 123a of the S&H circuit 122a when the phase error
between the oscillator signal 17 and reference clock 11 is
zero. In accordance with this reference voltage 111, the lower
voltage-to-current circuit 1304 provides the sink current 131d
for the charge pump. The switch circuits 132, 1324 control
the conveyance of the source current 131w and sink 132d
currents to and from the output electrode through which the
resulting output current 131 flows. When these switches
132u, 1324 are closed, the net charge pump output current
131 equals the sum of the source 131x and sink 1314 currents
(LpLiowr)- When these switches 132u, 1324 are open, the
output current 131 is zero.

The output switches 132u, 1324 are controlled with one or
more control signals 135s provided by the pulser 134. The
pulser 134 is controlled by the reference clock signal 111 to
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provide the one or more output signals 135s as one or more
pulse signals having the same period T, , as the reference
clock 11 and a pulse duration T which is controllable by one
or more control signals 135¢, thereby producing a duty cycle
oft/T, . This causes the switches 132, 132d to be switched
on or off simultaneously, thereby making the charge pump
active only during the short time t within one reference clock
signal period T, . Hence, the amount of the charge pump
output current 131, and thus the phase detector and charge
pump gain, is controlled by the pulse width 7. This simulta-
neous switching of the charge pump output current 131 also
prevents ripple from appearing on the output current 131
when the phase error between the oscillator signal 17 and
reference clock 11 is zero, even if a mismatch exists between
the source 131x and sink 1314 currents.

To calculate the gain of a sampling phase detector and
charge pump in accordance with the presently claimed inven-
tion, it is assumed that the oscillator output signal 17 is a sine
wave witha DC voltage V-, an amplitude A -, and a phase
Do as a result of which:
ey

Vosc=Voctdpeo*sin(®rco)

It is further assumed that the voltage-to-current converters
1304, 1304 each have a gain of g, and the reference voltage
111 is chosen to have the same DC voltage as the oscillator
signal 17,1.e., V=V 55, where the oscillator signal 17 has a
maximum slew rate, and the phase detector and charge pump
has the best linearity, thereby allowing the gain of the sam-
pling phase detector and charge pump around zero phase error
to be calculated as follows:

Al T @
Kpp/cp = 0 Avco “mp—

ref

The gain of the sampling phase detector and charge pump
100 is attenuated in accordance with the duty cycle v/T,,,
When such a sampling phase detector and charge pump 100 1s
used ina DLL or PLL, no large capacitances will be required,
thereby allowing full integration on a chip with selection of an
appropriate pulse duration t. Further, the sampling phase
detector and charge pump 100 gain can be selectively con-
trolled by changing the pulse duration T on-chip or off-chip
without changing the oscillator signal 17 amplitude A, or
voltage-to-current converter 130z, 130d gain g, i.e., without
changing the circuit, thereby providing additional flexibility
for loop control.

Referring to FIGS. 6 and 7, in accordance with one
embodiment of the presently claimed invention, the pulser
134 includes a signal inverter 140, a delay circuit 142 (e.g.,
shift register) and a logical AND circuit 144, interconnected
substantially as shown. The inverted reference clock 141 and
a delayed version 143 of the reference clock 11 are logically
ANDed to produce the output signal 135s. The amount of
delay imposed by the delay circuit 142 can be controlled by
the one or more control signals 1357 in accordance with well
known techniques.

As noted above, one or more switch control signals 135s
can be provided, depending upon the configuration of the
switch circuits 132u, 132d. For example, if both switch cir-
cuits 132u, 1324 are implemented as pass transistors, e.g.,
using single NMOS transistors, a single control signal 135s
can be used. Alternatively, if the switch circuits 132u, 132d
are implemented as transmission gates, e.g., with comple-
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mentary MOS transistors, dual opposing control signals 1355
can be provided to drive the transistors in accordance with
well known techniques.

Referring to FIG. 8, in accordance with an alternative
embodiment 200 of the presently claimed invention, the sam-
pling phase detector and charge pump can accept a differen-
tial oscillator signal 17 having positive 17p and negative 17x
signal phases. In this embodiment 200, both signal phases
17p, 17n are sampled by respective S&H circuits 122ap,
122an, with the resulting sample signals 123ap, 123an con-
trolling the upper 130u and lower 1304 voltage-to-current
converter circuits (thereby avoiding the need for a reference
voltage 111). The zero phase error locking point is when the
two sample voltages 123ap, 123an are equal, which is indica-
tive of the crossing point of the oscillator differential output.

Referring to FIG. 9, one example of an application using a
sampling phase detector and charge pump in accordance with
the presently claimed invention is an integer-N PLL 300
which also includes a FLL. The FLL includes the feedback
frequency divider 18, and a frequency detector and charge
pump circuit 12, the output 13 of which is summed with the
output 131 of the sampling phase detector and charge pump
100/200. The FLL facilitates frequency acquisition since the
sampling phase detector and charge pump 100/200 has lim-
ited frequency discrimination. Therefore, once frequency
lock has been achieved, the FLL can be shut down or switched
out, e.g., by switching off the output 13 of the frequency
detector and charge pump 12, thereby reducing power con-
sumption by and noise injection from the FLL.

As discussed above, a PLL using a sampling phase detector
and charge pump in accordance with the presently claimed
invention can be fully integrated in a chip. Further, it can be
easily shown that such a PLL will have lower phase noise than
a conventional integer-N PLL due to the absence of the well
known amplification factor N* for phase detector and charge
pump noise, as well as the absence of feedback frequency
divider noise. Additionally, spurious signal components are
reduced.

Various other modifications and alternations in the struc-
ture and method of operation of this invention will be appar-
ent to those skilled in the art without departing from the scope
and the spirit of the invention. Although the invention has
been described in connection with specific preferred embodi-
ments, it should be understood that the invention as claimed
should not be unduly limited to such specific embodiments. It
is intended that the following claims define the scope of the
present invention and that structures and methods within the
scope of these claims and their equivalents be covered
thereby.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus including integer-N phase-locked loop
(PLL) circuitry, to provide an oscillator signal with a fre-
quency that is N-times the frequency of a reference signal,
comprising:

sampling phase detection circuitry responsive to said ref-

erence signal and said oscillation signal by sampling
said oscillation signal in accordance with said reference
signal and providing a phase detection signal related to a
phase difference between said reference signal and said
oscillation signal;

signal combining circuitry coupled to said sampling phase

detection circuitry and responsive to said phase detec-
tion signal and a frequency detection signal by providing
an oscillator control signal;

oscillator circuitry coupled to said signal combining cir-

cuitry and said sampling phase detection circuitry, and
responsive to said oscillator control signal by providing
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said oscillation signal at a frequency that is N-times said
frequency of said reference signal; and

divide-by-N frequency lock circuitry, including divide-
by-N circuitry, coupled to said oscillator circuitry and
responsive to said reference signal and said oscillation
signal by providing said frequency detection signal
related to a frequency difference between said reference
signal and said oscillation signal divided by N;

wherein, when said divide-by-N frequency lock circuitry
establishes a frequency lock between said reference sig-
nal and said oscillation signal divided by N, said oscil-
lation control signal and said oscillation signal are con-
trolled by said sampling phase detection circuitry and
phase detection signal.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said sampling phase

detection circuitry comprises:

sample-and-hold circuitry responsive to said reference sig-
nal by sampling said oscillation signal to provide a volt-
age sample signal corresponding to a sampled portion of
said oscillation signal;

charge-pump circuitry, including charge-pump capaci-
tance, coupled to said sample-and-hold circuitry and
responsive to at least said voltage sample signal by pro-
viding first and second currents which combine to pro-
vide a charge-pump control current that establishes a
voltage across said charge pump capacitance as said
phase detection signal; and

pulser circuitry coupled to said charge-pump circuitry and
responsive to said reference signal and a duty cycle
control signal by controlling said first and second cur-
rents to provide said charge-pump control current which
establishes said phase detection signal;

wherein said reference signal has a reference signal period,
and said duty cycle control signal is configured to define
within said reference signal period a charging portion
and a non-charging portion such that, during said charg-
ing portion, said charge pump control current is substan-
tially equal to a sum of said first and second currents, and
during said non-charging portion, said charge pump
control current is substantially fixed independent of said
first and second currents.

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein said pulser circuitry

comprises:

signal inverter circuitry responsive to said reference signal
by providing an inverted reference signal;

signal delay circuitry responsive to said reference signal by
providing a delayed reference signal; and

logic circuitry coupled to said signal inverter circuitry and
said signal delay circuitry, and responsive to said
inverted and delayed reference signals by providing said
duty cycle control signal.

4. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein:

said oscillation signal comprises a differential oscillation
signal with first and second phases;

said voltage sample signal comprises a differential voltage
sample signal with first and second phases;

said sample-and-hold circuitry is responsive to said refer-
ence signal by sampling said first and second differential
oscillation signal phases to provide said first and second
differential voltage sample signal phases; and

said charge-pump circuitry is responsive to said first and
second differential voltage sample signal phases by pro-
viding said first and second currents, respectively.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said signal combining

circuitry comprises signal summing circuitry.



US 7,737,743 Bl

7

6. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising filter cir-
cuitry coupled to said signal combining circuitry to low pass
filter said oscillator control signal.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said oscillator cir-
cuitry comprises voltage-controlled oscillator circuitry.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said divide-by-N
frequency lock circuitry is disabled following said frequency
lock between said reference signal and said oscillation signal
divided by N.

9. An apparatus including integer-N phase-locked loop
(PLL) to provide an oscillator signal with a frequency that is
N-times the frequency of a reference signal, comprising:

sampling phase detector means for receiving said reference

signal and said oscillation signal and in response thereto
sampling said oscillation signal in accordance with said
reference signal and providing a phase detection signal
related to a phase difference between said reference
signal and said oscillation signal;

signal combiner means for combining said phase detection

signal and a frequency detection signal to provide an
oscillator control signal;

oscillator means for receiving said oscillator control signal

and in response thereto providing said oscillation signal
at a frequency that is N-times said frequency of said
reference signal; and
divide-by-N frequency locking means for receiving said
reference signal and said oscillation signal and in
response thereto providing said frequency detection sig-
nal related to a frequency difference between said refer-
ence signal and said oscillation signal divided by N;

wherein, when said divide-by-N frequency locking means
establishes a frequency lock between said reference sig-
nal and said oscillation signal divided by N, said oscil-
lation control signal and said oscillation signal are con-
trolled by said sampling phase detector means and phase
detection signal.

10. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein said sampling phase
detector means comprises:

sample-and-hold means for receiving said reference signal

and in response thereto sampling said oscillation signal
to provide a voltage sample signal corresponding to a
sampled portion of said oscillation signal;
charge-pump means, including capacitive means, for
receiving at least said voltage sample signal and in
response thereto providing first and second currents
which combine to provide a charge-pump control cur-

5

10

15

25

30

35

40

45

8

rent that establishes a voltage across said capacitive
means as said phase detection signal; and
pulser means for receiving said reference signal and a duty
cycle control signal and in response thereto controlling
said first and second currents to provide said charge-
pump control current which establishes said phase
detection signal,
wherein said reference signal has a reference signal period,
and said duty cycle control signal is configured to define
within said reference signal period a charging portion
and a non-charging portion such that, during said charg-
ing portion, said charge pump control current is substan-
tially equal to a sum of said first and second currents, and
during said non-charging portion, said charge pump
control current is substantially fixed independent of said
first and second currents.
11. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein said pulser means
comprises:
signal inverter means for receiving said reference signal
and in response thereto providing an inverted reference
signal;
signal delay means for receiving and delaying said refer-
ence signal to provide a delayed reference signal; and
signal combiner means for receiving and combining said
inverted and delayed reference signals to provide said
duty cycle control signal.
12. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein:
said oscillation signal comprises a differential oscillation
signal with first and second phases;
said voltage sample signal comprises a differential voltage
sample signal with first and second phases;
said sample-and-hold means is for receiving said reference
signal and in response thereto sampling said first and
second differential oscillation signal phases to provide
said first and second differential voltage sample signal
phases; and
said charge-pump means is for receiving said first and
second differential voltage sample signal phases and in
response thereto providing said first and second cur-
rents, respectively.
13. The apparatus of claim 9, further comprising filter
means for low pass filtering said oscillator control signal.
14. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein said divide-by-N
frequency locking means is disabled following said fre-
quency lock between said reference signal and said oscilla-
tion signal divided by N.
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