University of Tennessee at Chattanooga

UTC Scholar

. UTC Spring Research and Arts Conference
UTC Spring Research and Arts Conference Proceedings 2023

The effect of high course material costs on UTC students

Laura A. Baker

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.utc.edu/research-dialogues

Recommended Citation
Baker, Laura A., "The effect of high course material costs on UTC students". ReSEARCH Dialogues
Conference proceedings. https://scholar.utc.edu/research-dialogues/2023/proceedings/3.

This posters is brought to you for free and open access by the Conferences and Events at UTC Scholar. It has been
accepted for inclusion in UTC Spring Research and Arts Conference by an authorized administrator of UTC Scholar.
For more information, please contact scholar@utc.edu.


https://scholar.utc.edu/
https://scholar.utc.edu/research-dialogues
https://scholar.utc.edu/research-dialogues/2023
https://scholar.utc.edu/research-dialogues/2023
https://scholar.utc.edu/research-dialogues?utm_source=scholar.utc.edu%2Fresearch-dialogues%2F2023%2Fproceedings%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholar@utc.edu

Affordable
Course

THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE M aterla IS

CHATTANOOGA UTC Library, Scholarly Communications

Scholarly Communications Faculty Advisor: Rachel Fleming, Scholarly Communications Librarian Initiative

The effect of high course material costs on UTC students
Laura Baker

Introduction Cost further amplifies the disparities between students.

We explored the effects of high course material costs by conducting a survey of the entire UTC student

. . Seven social and financial areas of concern were 1dentified when exploring the impact of course material
body. There were 167 valid responses to the survey, reflecting an overall response rate of 1.48%. Two P 2 P

broad h i ded this studv: costs on educational equity. These areas of concern include Pell Grant program, Educational Loans, Full
105 TS S ITESHIONE SHITEE TS ST Time Job(s), Non-White Only, First Generation student, Caretaker, and Disabled.

* What is the impact of course material costs on educational equity among UTC students? . : : : .
. . . of concern, a compounding effect is associated with the number of areas of concern and negative
 How does UTC data about course materials compare to other universities?

The resulting data shows how course material costs affect UTC students and the disproportionate impact

outcomes.

these costs have have on historically marginalized populations. In your academic career, has the cost of required course materials ever caused you to:
80%

How worried were you about meeting your course material costs this semester?
Results

60%

Extremely worried Not at all worried

Course material costs cause students
Worry.

40%

2 O 0/0 | l l I
0 O/o . .

of respondents reported some level
of worry about meeting course material

COStS. These ﬁndings emphasize the Take fewer courses Notregister for a Drop a course Withdraw from a Earn a poor grade Fail a course
, Slightly worried specific course course because you could  becuase you could
stress that the expense of course Moderately worried not afford to buythe  not afford to buy the
) textbook textbook
materials puts on students.
No Areas of Concem . 1 Area of Concem More than 1 Area of Concem

Students use several different approaches to lower the cost of required course materials.
In your academic career, has the cost of required course materials caused you to:

40% of students at UTC attempt to reduce the cost of required course materials in many ways, including

High course materials costs cause : . . . . . .
renting, borrowing, finding a free version online, or sharing materials.

harm to students’ academic careers.

30%
31% . .
8% What measures have you taken to reduce your required course material costs throughout your college career?
The findings demonstrate how 20% -
0 . . %
20% substantially course material
. 19%
expenses affect students’ academic i
10% careersEEERhiNGIiaEEdevelopment 10%
(28% have taken fewer courses, 16% 9%
0% have dropped a course, and 12% have % o o
Take fewer Notregister Drop acourse  Withdraw Earn a poor Fail a course . 0
courses for a specific from a course grade becuase you WlthdraWIl from d COU,I'SG), 0% I it
course because you  could not 0 Donot Buyaused Buyonlythe Buyadigital Findafree Rentacopy Borrow a Share Other
agg%ion&tjy ?hffg Eg):t%ggz OpOl‘tllnltleS (3 I OA) have not attemptto copy chapters version version copy from materials
the textbook registered for a specific course), and reduce needed for online the campus with
UTC students spend an average : 5 costs the course library  classmates
e ii@EanEill  (29% have ecarned a
of $201-300 on course o . :
materials each semester poor grade and 13% have failed a UTC data reflect national survey data.
' course).
° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° 1
Students estimated the amount About how much did you spend on course materials during the semester? Preliminary results show that UTC follows national trends reported by major studies in Virginia' and

30% AT o Te RN Tl (W AN T sl il the effects of course material costs are widespread and prevalent
>0% SRS S ). This survey shows that national data are largely representative, and the
expense of higher education, which includes the price of course materials, 1s a barrier to students’
performance and overall well-being.

spent on course materials this
semester,  whether  bought,
rented, or leased, and reported

20%
19%

within a range of dollar 10%
2% 2%
numbers. MADERII had the 0% - ’ ’ 1. VIVA. (2021). Virginia Course Materials Survey
0% - — 2. Florida Virtual Campus. (2019). 2019 Florida Student Textbook & Course Materials Survey. Tallahassee, FL.
largest percentage of answers $0 $1-100  $101-200 $201-300 $301-400 $401-500 $501-600  $601 or
(3 O%) . more This survey is adapted from the Virginia Course Materials Survey © 2021 by VIVA used under CC BY-NC SA 4.0

Survey data was collected Spring 2023 under IRB approval (IRB #22-139).
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