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The day I sat down to write this column, an editorial
appeared in the Charleston Post and Courier newspaper
urging readers to support a proposed plan to restore
stable funding to the state’s Conservation Bank, an
action that is sorely needed. A front page story in the
same paper announced that a German manufacturer of
high-tech wind turbine parts plans to open a new factory
in Summerville. As I read both stories, I wondered
how many people would see the connection between
protection of our natural resources and successful
economic development.

Obviously, a wind turbine research facility planned for
the area was a major factor in this company’s decision
to choose South Carolina, but it’s also a well-known
fact that when we compete with other states for economic development projects, our
natural resources make a big difference. Simply put, people want to live in places with
clean, abundant natural resources and ready access to quality outdoor recreation.

Or, as a 2009 economic impact study from the USC School of Business put it, “Well-
managed natural resources provide a magnet for human capital.” That same study
found that natural resources deliver $30 billion for the state’s economy each year.
(Read the full report at www.dnr.sc.gov/green.)

That’s why adequate funding to manage our natural resources is also an investment
in economic development. But in the last decade, that funding has been decreasing
at an alarming rate. Since I became DNR Director in 2003, our budget has been cut,
cut and cut again. DNR’s allocation of state-appropriated dollars in next year’s budget
amounts to less than two-tenths of one percent of total state-appropriated funding—by
far the lowest percentage of any state agency with comparable responsibilities. When
you consider the $30 billion annual boost that natural resources provide to the state’s
economy, it’s clear that underfunding the management of those assets is a losing deal
for South Carolina citizens.

For decades, hunters, anglers and boaters have carried the lion’s share of
responsibility for funding protection of our natural resources. The DNR owns
approximately 277,000 acres of land, managed almost exclusively with funds generated
by hunters and anglers through the purchase of hunting and fishing licenses and the
payment of excise taxes on arms, ammunition, archery equipment and manufactured
fishing tackle. To some degree, our citizens who do not purchase licenses or equipment
and yet €njoy the benefits these lands provide are getting a “free ride.” I believe
strongly that it is time for funds other than just sportsmen-generated dollars to be
allocated towards the cost of managing these properties. The DNR has recommended
several legislative initiatives that could generate additional revenue to help, yet the
General Assembly is hesitant to embrace them. Something must be done to increase
funding for the DNR, or access to these lands may be curtailed, and our economic
development efforts could suffer the consequences.

I call upon sportsmen and women across the state to make their voices heard
in support of additional funding for our natural resources. I also urge anyone who
cares about protecting wild places and wild things in our state to do the same, and to
purchase a state hunting or fishing license this May—whether or not you intend to
hunt or fish this year. Your support of the DNR will help fund habitat protection and
management programs and ensure that future generations will enjoy a South Carolina
where access to wild places and economic security are two sides of the same coin. %

—John E. Frampton, Director
South Carolina Department of Natural Resources
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BUDGET PROBLEMS
JEOPARDIZE OUR
NATURAL LEGACY

Jumping Off Rock in the Jocassee
Gorges is an inspiring place. There,
the natural resources of South
Carolina are on full display—forests,
waterfalls and wildlife—at the edge of
the Blue Ridge. Yet even as we revere
the natural wonders around our
state, we stand at a different sort of
precipice; one offering an unpleasant
view of a future where wildlife, water
and other natural resources are lost
because we are blinded by budgets
and lose the foresight to protect our
conservation legacy.

As we stand dangerously close to
the edge of steep budget cuts, our
vision must reach beyond the next
fiscal year. The S.C. Department
of Natural Resources teeters on
the narrowest ledge, with budget
reductions of 41 percent last year and
the potential for a devastating $3.5
million deficit and 60 percent cuts
this year. Director John Frampton
has told lawmakers that the agency
may not be able to meet its legislative
mandates. With 198 vacancies,
the agency has a significant loss of
water monitoring capacity that puts
waterways and marine fisheries at risk.

Looking over the edge of this
economy into a canyon of cuts would
have us believe that there is no
bottom to this freefall. A recovery
will eventually occur, but dollar
deficits shouldn’t mean that we simply
allow our conservation legacy to fall
unfettered until then. We must act
now because once precious natural
resources disappear, recovery may
not be an option.

Wildlife, water, forests—all have
incalculable value. A 2009 economic
impact study by USC’s Moore
School of Business found that natural

resources contribute nearly $30 billion
and 230,000 jobs to our economy.
Although our natural resources
agencies currently receive less than
1 percent of the state budget, they
return dividends multiplied thousands
of times over. We ignore their
importance at the peril of our lives
and the wild things they protect.

Our way of life in the Palmetto
State has always been defined by
our natural relationships. We have
wild places and wildlife that need
stewardship. In caring for “the least
of these,” we care for ourselves. From
my childhood in rural Edgefield, I
learned many life lessons in nature.
I hope that generations to come can
experience the nurturing and essential
education that the outdoors provides.
Whether fishing, hunting or simply
watching a summer sunset, nature
enriches us all. We cannot afford to let
dollars doom our natural future. Let’s
put our money where our hearts are
and pull our natural resources back
from the brink. Our very lives depend
onit. &
J. Drew Lanham, Ph.D.
Seneca
Professor, Clemson University
Department of Forestry and
Natural Resources
South Carolina Wildlife Federation
Affiliate Representative

South Carolina Wildlife magazine
welcomes comments or questions
about the articles we run or about
other issues pertaining to our state’s
natural resources. Send letters to
David Lucas, SCW magazine,

RO. Box 167, Columbia, S.C.
29202-0167, or via e-mail to
lucasd@dnr.sc.gov. Please include
your name, address and telephone
number. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length or clarity.
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INOUR NEXT ISSUE...

Our state’s sporting heritage

is a vital part of our natural
resources conservation and
management efforts. Taxes

and license fees paid by South
Carolina’s hunters and anglers
support programs that benefit
both game and non-game species,
and protect thousands of acres of
sensitive habitats.

In the July-August issue, we’ll
celebrate this special connection
between natural resources
conservation and our traditional
sporting heritage by offering the
first ever special Sportsman’s
Calendar and Almanac issue
of South Carolina Wildlife
magazine. The issue will offer
our readers twelve months worth
of beautiful sporting images,
along with almanac information
such as tide tables, sunrise-sunset
charts and a listing of the most
productive fishing days based on
the phases of the moon; as well
as information and articles about
DNR programs designed to
help you and your family get the
most out of your experiences
in the great South Carolina
outdoors. 22w
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