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ABSTRACT 

This study was concerned with how the media spec ialist  

could meet the leie•re reading needs of  g ifted students . The 

■pecif ic purpoee of the s tudy waa to find out what cateaoriee 

of f iction academically g ifted s tudents grades four through six 

choos e  to read . It  was this writer ' s  hypothesie that ac·ademi

cally gifted atudenta �ead all tJ�e• of f iction on an •�ua1 
basis , and there would be no variation among the types of cate

gor ies that these ■tudeats chooee to read.  

To  test the hypothesis , each s tudent with an I .Q .  of  130 

or above at Westridae Elementary School in Water loo , Iowa , was 

given a questionaire to fill  out in regard to their interests . 

Students were g iven nine categories from which they could indl• 

cate if they choose to read the category often , somet ime s , or 

se laom. Poin ts were assigned each response and totals added up 

for each category. In order for the hypoth-ee is to be accepted , 

there could not; be more than a 20%',i variation between the most  

popular f iction category aad the lea■t popular fiction category. 

The researcher used the formula of dividing the most  pre• 

ferred category (ape) by the least preferred category ( lpc ) to 

find the percentage of difference. The percent ..t:he least pre

ferred category was t:,of. the most preferred category; was 40. 

Hence there wa■ a 60l difference between the two . The hypoth• 

esis that there would be no more than a 20% variation between 

the two waa rejected. 

Student. revealed definite likes and dislikes favor ing 

b111Dor and diafavoring poetry and folktales . Even though the 

��-,,,thesis was rejected the s tudy serve• as a model for media 

�taliats in acceH ing f•ction reading interests of ind ivid.u

·· . •1 student• • By using the questionaire ,  a media special ist 

· caa determine trends or prefer ences , ant ass ist  each student 

through reading guidance on an individual basis.  There was not 

•enough etudeuta . in the study to make generalizations as pertaining 

iflO arade level , age 1 or sex • . ' 
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Intro duction 

Chapter 1 

THE P�l031EM 

Cone ern for the sifted stu ln tt c 

stc:;.tes has not been a recent develo:;:rment. As early ,:.s 

177 J Thomas Jeff er son advocated sp eci 

sions as part of his School Plan for Virs:tnio..1 3et1-r e.,n 

e ye8.rs lf�)O to 1:)00- the Three Trac};: Plan -De::2.n to be 

utilized in a num.ber of larger school aistricts.2 

l"nro uc;h t�d s l)l an s oho o 1 s b egax1 to t�ro bri t stu 5e.u ts 

tocet:1.a i:-1 order that they might benefit froGl oro<.=.der 

sur:;e of :1.·.1terest in the gifted.3 The cl:Js 

of :.o ui s 'I' er:c.cx1, Geri eti c Stu di es of Ge,'1i us, ·ro 1 ur,1 cs 

J..di es 

C 

.1""'tur e of int clli e,YJ.c e of ;::;i ft ed stude:1 ts • 0 1 3CJ IS 

. ,.cc:el orate, o:c push students til1. ead 

2 '. • 1 I 01. a. , r. 7. 

3ro·,1· ,1 .,,) •-•w • 

!; 

ICid., p. 

-1-

e i 



The attention paid to :;:;ifted students by 1ueric::::i.1 edu

cators from the 1930 1 s to the 1)50 1s seems to ha.ve 

regressed from the attention paid to 1;::ifted students 

in th e 1 )20 
1 s. 

2 

Between the years 1950 to 1960, school districts 

in California, Illinois, and New York be5a:r1 to eaipha

size experimental programs and program evalU[::.tion. 

In 1957 the Russian. launching of Sputnik stimul ed 

critical controversy over possible educational 1 5 

From the 1960's to the present, many studies have 

been con ducted dealing with charaot eri sti cs of t:1 e 

;e;ifted ru:..d the identification of the gifted. strides 

have been .:nade towards developing curricula for the 

;-i ft ed stu. den ts. Yet, little attention lL::cs been va>i 

in the li bra.ry- science field to the develo en t of 

,rosr�as or uolicies concerni the fted. 

This study atta-npted to look at the :;ifted stu

dent froi:n a edia specialist's poL1t of vie1r. · The 

scope of e study .-;as concerned with the :nedia eci a.l-

ist and ho,;, r�e or she can ,:ieet the leisure readi 

:.1ceds of t-he 2.cad.er::ically gifted students, des .. four 

5I .. 
Jl d. 



fu.rI!.P,M gf the study 

This writer atte:apted to deter.Dine thro tl1is 

study whether or not there ·were certain pr er enc es 

3 

for ty:pes of fiction as revealed by acadern.ic ly .:�ifted 

students in grades four through six. Aside from re-

lying on scattered requests from indivi stua�ts 

,m d literary reviews vr.ci tt e..n by a dal ts, this study ·wo.s 

designed to ve academically Gifted students a chance 

to indic,:'.J,te their own reading interests. If it is 

possible to generalize a preference for S)ecific cat-· 

eJ;ories of fiction that the students indicate ey 

choose to read, the media sp eci ali st may b e6in to adjust 

;:er reading gu.1 dance to better meet the needs of 2.ca

de:11ically gifted stude.11ts. 

problem Statement 

In order to test whether the media eciali st 

can assist the acadanically ft ed student throu,sh the 

rn eans of r e:J. dl guidance, cert types of fi'ction 

to those 1 categories were established accor 

ted by }>Iay Hill Arbuthnot. In usin13: .::\r-:Juth::1ot 's cat-

egories as a reference point, the writer of ti1is p er 

then posed tt1e follo'.dnt:: problem: .A.:Jong ut __ ·.:-::ot 's 

at types of :ton nine cateGories of fiction, 

categories i·1ill acc. d.emi cally ft ed el em entary s·;;u dents 
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gr:.0.des four t;.1.roui:;h six indicate they idll choose to 

read? 

Hypo thesis 

Because acade.ntcally gifted students have varied 

interests 6, it was hy:pothes1zed that they read all 

types of fiction on an equal basis. The writer of this 

paper hypothesized that there would be no variation among 

the types of fiction categories that academically 

t,ifted students grades four through six indicate they 

choose to read. 

Sig,nificance of study 

The strongest factor for this study's signifi

cance concerns a longitudinal study done by ?aul A. 

Witty and Harvey Lehman in the 1930 's tnat · dealt ld th 

reading interests of gifted childref\,'l1he Witty-Lehman 

research was the only study found so far t�1at dealt 

exclusively 1-1ith the readins interests of gifted students 

from the ages of t e.'11 throu6h ei 3h teen. �ot ·only do es 

the study include readln� interests for stLld1:;nts of 

u:pper elementary grades, but it includes very specific 

iht er est-s of ei ft e d stllden ts p ert�.ini.n,} to vari9. us °LJ:p es 

of fiction. 

6James J. Gallagher, Teaching the Gifted Child 
;(Boston, N.J.:Allyn and B.:..1;c,r. ::,:,,1; •. �-�)- -,. A. 
;t 

-
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Th e cho i c e  o f  -d estri dg e  :E1 e:1 e:<1t B.ry Scho o l  in 

Wat er loo , Iowa wa s ano th er si  r;ni fi  c2,11 t facto r in th e 

study .  1f estri dg e WH s cho s en t o  b e  us e d  i n  th e stu dy 

b ecr: us e  i t  i s  in an econoCTi cally a dvonta:; e d  ar ea , ,:;,,n d 

h t0,s  b e en i de.11ti fi e d  by Caro l yn  Ho ffmBll , h ea d  o f  th e 

Co r:L:1 t t  e e  for th e Gi ft e d  in  �fat erloo , ,,: s on e o f  thr e e  

el O.fi en t c:i.ry s cho o l s  i n  th e ci t y  h a  vin e; ,:-;1, hi :pro po rtion 

o f  ft e d  student s .  Th e t ee. ch er s of  estri c along  

wi th th e con sul t ant , 3ru c e lio ;?lci a s  from th e Ar eB. :Educ :�,-

ti on Ac ency pli e d  fo r a F e deral Gra:1.t 1°:Li cl1 wo ul d h av e  

b e 21 us e d  tG develop  :pro :..;r a:,i s for th e 01 ft e'1.  

e Ji t t y-L ehT. CL.'1 s t u dy ,  ,1l t'.rn u;h dat e d , s er v e d  

a s  :::. ;;::ui de  on d  r ef er en c e  point from " i c:1 thi s wr:l t er 

co i1 duct e d  h er st u dy .  '.T estri de,; e Scho ol  1:'i a d  e 'lio usly 

b e ,::;n desi ::;n::1t e d  as  a t ar g et s cho ol fo r th e ,;i ft e d. 

Corr:bi:ling th es e t·wo facto r s ,  tr:i s _wri t er trs.s mo r e  

as sur e 6 o f  r eli a bl e di (1 ;s ch wi ll b p i n  r.1 e eting 

th e n e e ds o f  aca demi call y si ft e d  st u d ent s . 

Exp ert s  in th e fi el d such as Gui l fo r d t b eli ev e 

that gi ft e d  stu dents h av e  th e uo t enti to  a s sum e  l ea der-

ship rol es in so ci et y.  3;/ th e  tim e ...;i ft e d  stu dent s 

b ecom e a dul t s , th ei r  ca-pabi li ti e:: sho ul d b e  evcc:lo p ed 

to th ei r  ful l est  po t enti al .  I f  gi ft e d  stu . ent s c,.r e no t 

inspir ed  o r  mo ti vr::.t e d, th ey b eco �,1 e fil si l l usi on e d, :)o r e d  



an d unpro ducti v e .  S cho o l s  h av e  r espo n d e d  to th e n e e ds 

o f  th e gi ft e d  by dev elo pi ng curri cul a ,  y et li t tl e has 

b e en  don e  o n  an o rgani z e d  b a si s by s cho o l  :n e di. a  

6 

i st s  to m e et th e l ei s ur e r ea ding n e e ds o f  gi ft e d  s t u d ents 

Thi s stu dy was  d esi gn e d to pro po s e  a way in  vJhi ch th e 

n ee ds o f  th es e stu dent s co ul d b e  m ea s ur e d by allo v.1. ng 

th e st u de..'1t s to expr e s s  th ei r o wn r ea dinz int er'.est s 

by m ean s o f  a qu esti on ai r  e .  

Ass um:ntions 

In con ducting thi s stu dy o f  fi cti o n  cho i c es o f  

aca deni cally ,::;i ft e d stu d ent s , on e mn) o r  a s s umpti on 

:nust  o e  wl e dg e d. Th e wri t er o f  thi s :;:,a:p er a s r: u.m e d  

th e.ct th e s t u dent po -pul r�.ti o n  invo l v e d  i n  th e stu dy was 

ac curat el y i den ti fi e d  a s  aca demi cal l y  ft ed stu dent s .  

B ecr:.:.us e i denti fi catio n  wa s ;.;as e d  o n  I . '.l .  s co r es ,  i t  

wa s o.s;:; u.:n e d  that all t es t  s co r es  w er e  r eli a ol e an d vali d. 

LLfli t ati o ns 

Thi s st u dy wa s limi t e d  to Ei.ca de:nl call y ft e d  

stu dent s in des  fo ur thro ugh si x .  stu d ent s in th e 

d e  thr e e )  ::i .. n d  primary gra des ( kin dergart e..'1 thro ugh 

stu den t s  i n  s econ dary s cho ol s wer e :1o t  b con si der ed.  

Th e stu dy wa s con duct e d  wi th s t u. de:n.t s from :f es t.ri dg e 

El em entary S cho o l  in ,lat erl o o , Iowa . Th e s t u dy ,  th er e  

fo r e , c imno t b e  int erp r et e d  to r ep r e s ent all ft e d  



7 

s t u de.vit s  c;r a des :fo ur thro ugh si x .  To i n cr ea s e th e 

ext ernal vali di t y ,  th e stu dy wo ul d h av e  to b e  don e  in 

wi del y  di v er s e  s chool s in g eo 5ra-phi c2.l l y  di s t m1t 

di st ri ct s . 

'.!:hi s stu dy was limi t e d  to aca deni cal l y  c;i ft e d  

s t u dent s . Th e stu dy di d no t t e into  account kin es -

t h  eti cn.l l y  o r  cr eati v ely f;i ft e d  st u dent s . Th e sub J ect s 

o f  thi s s tu ay w er e  m e:-nb er s  o f  an econo:ni c al l y  a dvant ag e d

ar ea , 2.11 d fi cti on cho i c es co ul d di er fron. stu dc..ri t s  

o f  o th er econo.ni c ar eas . Th e st u d ent po pul s.tj_ o n  b e.inc 

stu di e d  was a hi gh l y  homo en eo u s  gro up . 

Defi ni tion o f  T erms 

In co:q du cting thi s stu dy,  s ev er al t �·ms n e e de d  

to b e  defi n e d. 0 Aca da.o.i cal ly ft e d  stu d ent s "  w er e  

tho s e  who h a d  pr evi o usl y h a d  b e ef\ i .Ienti fi e d  as such 

by th e s chool invo l v e d  an d bas e d  o n  I . Q. s co r es o f  1 30 

o r  abo v e .  Th e t erm nr ea di ng int er es t n was o p erati onal l y  

d efin e d  a B  tho s e  t ;_;r1) eS o f  fi cti o n  th at chi l dr en r evealE.J 

a :po si ti v e  at ti tu d e  to war ds ,  a1: d fi cti on bo oks  whi ch 

chi l dr en  in a:t cat e d th ey cho s e  to r ea d . 11 '.I'yp es o f  fi cti o n" 

r ef err ed to ti:1 e fo llo".·Ji ng l i st o f  t yp es as  i n di cat ed 

by A.rbuthno t :  7 

7May Ril l  Arbuthno t ,  Chi l dr e."1 an d Boo ks ( Jl envi ew, 
Illinoi s : Sco t t  Fo r esman an d Compan y ,  l :?72 ) , p .  35 . 



1 .  Fo lkt al es 
2 .  Fabl e s ,  myth s ,  epi c s  
3 .  Humor 
4.  :Po etr y  
5 .  Animal sto ri es 
6 .  R eali sti c sto ri e s  
7 .  A dv e...-ri tur e t al es 
8. Fantasy 
9. Hi sto ri cal fi ction 

Th e nin e cat ego ri es as  des cri b ed by Arbuthno t ar e 

g en erali zati o n s . Fo r exa.mpl e,  th er e  ;,;, 2,y b e  a combi nati o n  

o f  s everal cr1t e0o :ci es  wi thin on e bo o k  such a s  hu.:noro us  

po etr J ,  or  :.r:i 9. dvent ur e t al e t'.1 at i s  r ee.li s-i:;i c .  Th e 

s tu 5 e;.1t s  ·who fi ll e d  o ut th e qu esti onai r. e  w er e  ask e d  to 

� '.1i11lc o f  each cat ego ry as b eing th e ;ne st :1ro:11L1 ent 

el em ent in th e bo o k .  

I n  o r der t o  cl ari fy t '.1 e  fin dini'..:; s  <:m d int erpr et 

dat a ,  th e autho r defin e d  " vari ati on II o f  stu d ents) 
0�101 c e 

i n  bo o1cs . " V,1ri ati o n 11 r ef err e d  to  a tw ent y p er c en t o r  

:no r e  di f f er e::1c e b etvr e e...'1 th e i",10 st po pul ar ai1 d l east :9o p

ul ar C,J.t e;,.:o ry o f  fi cti o n . 



Oh apt er. 2 

R EVI EW O F  R ELATETI LI T ERATUR E  

Th e r evi mv o f  r el at e d  li t er at ur e fo cu s e d on 

thr e e  1:i a j o r  to pi c s  r an 6ing from g en eral to sp eci fi c .  

Fi r st ,  att ec::it s v1 er e ;:1 2" d e  to l o cat e info rmati on abo ut 

r es e2.r ch co n dllct e \ un d er th e bro a d  to pi c o f  " r e,:;, (�i n c;  

i nt er est s . "  'fhi s ·.-tri t er cho s e  a bro a d  r etro sp ecti v e  

stu dy t o  co v er tl li s fac et o f  r el o.t e :3 l i t er ::: t ur e . 

l i t er "�t :J.r e co n c ern e d  ·,, i t ,� s c�:c o o l  li brs.:ci e s  .. tn d th ei r 

r el ati on shi to �i ft e d  s t u d ent s .  Thi r dl _y ,  thi s wri t er 

tri e d  to l o cat e l i t er atur e con c ern e d  :: p eci :fi c r:.ll y  wi th 

s·t u d mt s . 

]: d en Ro oi n so n  :,1 a de m1 ext en si v e  s tu d  . .  " o f  t (1 e 

r es ear ch :c el r.tt e d  to c>. i l dr en  ' s  int er est an d to t :] s d e v-

elo p,a ent al vc.l u es o f  r e::1 ding . In th e fi r st s ecti on 

o f  h er SJ 8.:p er , Ro bin so n  di d  a i en er al li t ·e : 2.t u:c e r svi. cw 

o f  r es e2r ch s t u di es con c erni n s  r ea di n c  int er es t s  ai1 d 

chi l dr e::i . Tb.i s s ecti o�1 o f  �1 er , ,:q) er ;,n s .. :o st  ext s;-1 :::i v c ,  

�H el en  Ro bi nso n , 11 R es e2.r ch R el at e d  t o  '.J:1i l dr e...11 ' s  
Int er est s a11 d to th e nev el o pa1 en t c,.l Vr.tlu es o f  i1 eD. cJinG , "  
Library Tr en ds ,  O cto b er L:7 3 ,  n .  Cl . 

- 9-
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an J co nt ,_,J.n e d  m u ch info rmati on r el evc(n.t to t::i s :: er . 

3 efo r e wri ting on :pe.st s t u -:11. es o f  r es, (in::::.; L1 t er

est s . :lo bin son li st e d  th e etho ds o f  inves a gati on s us e d  

to i d enti fy chi l dr en ' s  r ea Jing int er es t s .  such ·c1 etho ds 

h av e  i n cl u d. e d  p er so n al int ervi evts ; wri t t en lo gs ,  di ari es  

an d in v e.nto ri es ; r eco r ds of  li br ary bo o k s  oho s  a.'1 ; �:ski ng 

fo r ch.i l dr en ' s favo ri t es a:non c;  s el ecti ons  r e2. d to th em :  

ng fo r r easons fo r Gi. i� 0�10 l c es ui1 a/o r th e ;Jo s t  

int er esti n 0 epi so des  o r  ch ar e- ct er s . 

A.c co r di n�; to Robin son , each o f  th es e ;11 et�1o ds 

h a s  i t s  l i si t ati o n s . e;.1. cl'::.i l dr en ar e a e d  to cho o s e  

tb ei r  r eal ch.o i c e  i s  no t r e s  ent e d .  

strJ. cttn:- e d  . ,1 · o  ds o f  i::-1v Ernt1. ti o n s  s u cii as cli a: .. :i es , 

th e accur J. c;y o f  r eco r ds d ep en ds upon 

ti. av e :::i c c s s s  to :as.t eri 2..l s o f  }Jl---irn 

e co a p erati on 

clli l d:r en do no t 

i t er est to  

l'h e u s e o f  l i  br ci r cul 2.ti on r eco r ds to J et or ·:. i n e  

th e  r e::t iiit er est s i r  su'::i ect t o  l i :nt t a  i_ r:H1 s . oks 

ch eck e d  o ut rc1 t1y no t o e  i n di c ::,ti v e  o f  

actuall y  r ea d. .Ano th er p:co cl er:1 i n  t e  g to s:r11-

th esi z e r es e8.r c:-1 deal h� 1.d th c:1i l dr en ' s  1 t 2r est s · · 1 n  

r ea ding i s  t'.'.1at di f'f er ent inv esti 

9 
Ibi d. 
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th ei. r int er est cat ee;or1 es in di ff,er ent ways . 10 

Ro bin son wrot e about past r es earch in r ea ding 

int er est don e on th e gra de l evel s  of pr eschool , primary, 

mi ddl e gra des , junior  hi gh ,  an d  s enior  hi gh .  Th e l ev el 

r el event to th e sco p e  o f  thi s pap er 1 s  th e mi ddl e gra des . 

Th e earli�t stu di es don e on th e mi ddl e gra des w er e  do n e  

by/rer:nan in 1 921 an d  Washburn e i n  1 )26 . 11 Th ey r eveal ed 
; 
j 

th e domi nant r ea ding int er est s for chil dr en  es nin e 

through t1sr elve w er e  i n  th e ar ea o f  fi cti on . Th e div er

g e11c e o f  r e:1 ding i nt er ests  o f  bo ys an d  girl s whi ch 

b egan as a t en dency in  th e l at er  :primar y  gra des b ecam e 
12  pr e domin ant during th e mi ddl e gra des . 

A mor e r ec ent stu dy don e by Schult e inclu ded  

6 , 538 mi ddl e gra de pupil s from fo ur g eo graphi cal ar eas 

of th e Uni t e d  Stat es . Bas e d  on th ei r  r espon s es ,  th e 
x ) 

gi rl ' s  inva"fltory r ev eal e d  an int er est i n  r eali sti c 

fi ction an d fa:1c:1 ful tal es . Th e boys r eveal e d  an int er

est in hi stori cal fi cti o n ,  hi story,  s ci enc e  ,an d h ealth . 

Po etry an d  so ci al studi es w er e  th e l east s el ect ed  cat-
1 3  

egor1 e s  by bo th group s . 

n 03 .I:;' .. u • 
lOibi d . ,  
11Ib1 d. ,  P •  
12l:b1 d. 
13Ib1 d. 
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Ashl ey in a stu dy in 1970 , a slc ed stu da'1ts for 

di slik es among forty topics or g enr es of lit eratur e. 

· H e  found boys di sli k ed l ov e  stori es , and girl s di slik ed 

14  
stori es abo ut war , pirat es and west ern s. Al so in 

1 970 , Mei s el and Gl a s s  r eported on fifth gra ders library 

choices ov er a five month p eriod . No a s si gnm ents w er e  

:uad e in cl as s ,  so investi tors a ss um ed boo ks wi th drawn 

from th e library w er e  o f  int er ezt to pupil s .  Co,:t ents 

of books w er e  cl a s sifi ed into forty-two s eparat e int er

est ar eas. Bo ys sho1-11 ed a strong int er est in history , 

g eo gr aphy an d  biography. G-i rl s showed stron g int er e st s  

in a dventur e ,  humor an d  fantasy •
15 

Robin son summari z e d  h er r evi ew of stu di es don e on 

r ea dine int 'er ests by r eporting th e fin dinss of a compr e

h en si v e study don e  by Zim et 1 n 1 966 . Zim et r evi ewed 

r es earch d ealing wi th chil dr e..Yl ' s  int erests and story 

pr ef er ences o f  young chil dr en  from th e 1 920 1 s to th e 

early 1950 ' s .  Zim et not ed a confli ct of fin dings d e

p en din g  upon th e m ethods o f  investigations u s ed .  Sh e  

stat ed the  n e ed for th e r efin e.Ti ent of evaluation in stru

m ent s  in th e stu di es. Zim et not ed th at s ex  



di ff er enc es i n  r ea ding int er est s app ear early in primar y . 

gra des an d b ecom e in cr eas i ngl y  mo r e  pro mi n er1 t  t:1ro ue,h 

t , 1 6 el e:n en ary an d s econ dary s cno ·J 1 • 

Ro bin son ' s  s t u dy i s  i mportant to th e s co p e o f thi s 

:pap er fo r two r easo n s . Fi r st , 1 t l i  s�th e limi t ati o :n s  

o f  m etho ds o f  i nv esti gation  th at h ave b e en pr evi o u sl y  

u s e d  in :m easuring r ea di n g  int er es t s . S eco n dl y ,  Ro bin son 

l1 as  pr es ent e d  a bri ef o v ervi ew o f  past sL1 di es  d ealing 

wi th r ea di ng i nt er ests  o f  s t u dents in th e mi ddl e des . 

con c ern e d  wi th s cho al li br ari es an d th ei r  r d ati o i1 sh i p  

wi th gi ft e d stu d ent s • In t h  e .Im.�-�? �-�_ar1, A,s15� � a_t!9n 

.m- � )  Bul l etin,  F ebruary 1 95 0 ,  t h er e  wa s a s eri es  o f  si x 

arti cl es cbn c ernin g  s chool  li brari es 3 .. n d  th e gi ft e d. 

Th e arti cl es w er e  al l 'ilri t t en o n e y ear ::.dt er t :-, e :=i.us d s.."l 

l ::rn11 ching o f  Sputni k ,  an d  wi th g en eral con c ern fo r ·th e 

d evelo pm ent o f  Am eri ca ' s  b est min ds t o  c at ch up �ii th t'.1 e 

Ru s c:i an s .  

Al l arti cl es str es f e d ti1 e urg ent n e e d  fo r s ch o o l  li 

brari es to :n e et th e n e e ds o f  c:.J ft e d  s t u den t s . Frary (,:;i s 

th e only author  o f  th e si x ri't:o d eal t di r ec t l y  wi th tll e 
. . 1 7 s chool li brary an d th e gi ft e d  el e:n ent ar y st �, Ien t . 

Th e arti cl es r ev eal e d  info r:nat1 o n  abo ut s ch o o l  

1 6I ,  i 0 o.. 
17 

brary 

Mil dr e d  .Pr2.ry ,  •t Th e 
tl1 e Gi ft e l , "  ALA Bul l etin ,  

e :1 en t s c:�o o l  Li .. ff . . . .  ,; .. n d 
e br �.w :ry 1 , • 1 00 . 
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to r th e c:;i ft e d  i n  Lo s An6 el es . Sp eci al int er est 

in non-fi ctio n  waE expr e s s e d  by  th e ft e d E t  :.1 d ex1 t s i n  -

elu ding bo oks on ar ch eo l o gy , hi sto r y  o f  math e.:n ati c s  :::.m d 

l s.n guag e s , an d ch emi stry . From info rmal di s cussion on 

fi ction b et w e en  th e chi l dr en  an d  th e li brari an s ,  Frary con

ClU.ded � th e,t chi l dr en  w er e  r ea ding an d en jo yi ng fl cti on 

at th e.if o wn o.g e 1 ev el . 'ifui l e th ei r  r ea di s ;� er e a dv:m c e d  

i n  non- fi cti o n  °th ey ar e s t i ll chi l d,.c en ,m d r eli sh t h e 

anti c s  o f  C aro l yn  H aywo o d's Ed di e �  '. ,n d 

l?i cker ell on :1 er r el.uctant way t o  !-Jars . nl I::1 s s  Fr ary 

di d  no t  delv e into th e r ea di n g  int er e s t s o f  fi ction J'.:l o ks 

a s  much as  sh e expr es s e d r ea ding int ei'.e§t s  i n  no ,1 - fi cti o n . 

Th e ar ti cl e di d  no t di stingui sh b etw en i nt er es t s o f  l o w er 

el era entary . gr::;, de stu d ent s s. s 0 1)po s e d to int er::: e di at e  cra de  

l ev el st ;.t :l e:nt s .  

Ano th er arti cl e d ealing wi th  th e s cho o l  l i brary �,.rr d 

th e ro l e  o f  r ea di n__, gui c e  ·was wri t t en by dl ey . 

"R es esr ch i n di cat es th er e  i s  an urg en t  n e e d  to cul ti v,�t e 

wi thin el er.: ent ar y  chil ar en a s tro 

li brari an ' s  1�0 1 e  to fi n d  th e ri gh t  bo o k  for t h e ri _):1 t 

c:li l d.. La dl ey mak e s  th e di s ti n cti on b et 1,1 e en  th'e 3.Ct o f  

r ea di ng an d th e art o f  r ea di. Th e art o f  r ea din :;; im-

pli es  a mo r e  i nt en fi ed  i n  vo l v ec1 ent 

lo I bi d . ,  P •  101 

th s i::1 cr e act . 
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Th e art o f  r ea din6 co nsi sts  o :f th e ai.)i l i t y  to r ea d  l i t era-

. tur e o f  po wer wi th such s y :1pathy an d i n si t that o n e i s  

th er eby educat e d  fo r a li ving . Th e L1 di vi dual r e.". ding 

e.;ui danc e must pl ac e th e fo cus on  th e chi l d him s el f .  In 

o r der to fi n d th e ri ght bo ok fo r th e ri t chi l d, th e 
) 

. 

. 

li brari an n1J.st kno w th e chi l ds tast es , m ental i t y  an d so ci al 

develo pm ent . 

La dl e,v. ' s  arti cl e l s  i mpo rt ,.0.:nt to th e s co ·0 e  o f  t l1i s 

pap er b ecau s e i t  cl e�rly defin es th e ro l e  o f  th e s choo l 

:ri e di a  sp eci ali st  as a c at al yst in  h el ping  mo ti vat e chi l d

r en  to r ea d . La dJ ey str es s e d th e i mportan c e  in  lmowin6 

t i: e int ell ect ual , ao tional an d so ci al bs.ckgro ,..J.n d, along 

wi th li le es  an d di sli k es .  Th e functi on o f  th e s cho 0 l  ,n e di a  

sp eci li st  i n  assi sting s t u d ents wi th r ea ding gui danc e i s  

appro po s to th e un derl y:tng n uruo s e  o f  thi s pa}) er . 

Tt1 e thi r d m a j o r  emphasi s on r el at e d  l i t eratur e con

c erns info rm9 tion on r ea ding int er est s as  di r ectly  p ertai n

in.::; to gi ft e d  stu . J ent s . Limn er s uppli e d  an anno tat e d 

bi bli o graphy i n  th e Gi ft ed  Chi l d  guart erly fo r boo ks sh e 

>io ul d r eco '.J r:i en d fo r c;i ft e d  fi fth an d si xth _:;ra de st u d ent s . --io 

On th e li s t , onl y  si x fi cti on  boo ks '.'l er e  ::a enti on '.?d  along  

1�1 th . ti:i rt y-six  non-fi cti on bo o 1c s . T · r e  w2..s a Jri ef 

phras e explai nine; t h e  cont en t  o f  each boo k .  :;o m ention  

20H1 l da Limp er , " Sugg estions  o f  Bo ok:s fo r th e Gi ft e d  
Chil dr en  i n  F1 fth an d Si xth Gra d es , "  Gi ft e d  Chil d Quart erly 
Summ er 1971 , PP • 123-126 . 



wa s m a de o f  how o r  why Limp er ca.m e to th e co ncl u si on s th at 

th es e bo )kS shoul d b e  r ea d  by ft e d chi 1 dr en • 

n:,nal d Cush enb ery i n  hi s boo k  R ea di ne; an d � Gi ft e d  

wri t e s  " th e d egr e e  o f  r ea di ng i nt er est s 1 s a cri t eri a 

to · b e co nsi d er e d  i n  det errni ni ng gi ft e dn es s . " 21 In hi s 

bo ok, 0ush enb ery i n cl u de d  a r ea di ng i n t er est i nv ento ry 

desi gn e d  by him s el f  whi ch h e  s ays h as b een u s e d  wi th a 

hi gh degr e e  o f  s uc c es s .  Whil e  Cush enb ery ma de no at t e11pt s 

to rank cat egori es o r  pr ef er en c es  o f  r ea ding  oho i c es ,  h e  

di d  mak e  th e fo llowi ng g en erali zati o n s abo ut th e stu d ent s 

who hav e  fi ll e d  o ut hi s inv ento ry : 

1 . Bo ok s  r ea d  wi l l  b e  s ecur e d  from two o r  no r e  
sour c es .  

2 .  Th er e  wi ll b e  evi d enc e that a l arg er th an 
a v erag e  num b er  o f  oo o k s  have  b een r ea d  an d 
th �t th ey h av e  b e en r ea d  co 11pl et el y .  

3 .  A wi d e  vari ety o,e. bo oks o n  a numb er o f  subj ect s 
wi ll b e  i n di cat e d .  

4 .  Oth er pi ec es o f  i nfo rmi.iti o n  wil l  s up , , ort  th e 
i d ea th at th e r espo n dent en j o ys bo th fu�2tion
al an d l ei s llr e  tim e r ea di ng acti vi ti es . 

Cush enb ery ' s  bo ok i s  r el evanyio thi s pap er b ecaus e 

h·e e.aph a si z es th e impo rtan c e o f  fin di n6 o ut r ea d.in�� in

t er es t s  o f  Gi ft e d  st ll dent s . 

2 1 :lbnal d C .  cush enb ery , R ea ding .££i � Gi ft e d  Chi l d 
( i}Wingfi el d,  Il l i no i s :  Charl es  c .  Tho m a s  -publi sh er ,  1 974 ) , 
P •  8 . 

22 
' t'oi d,. 

� "�:� .�-��- "- , .-".--·· 



Th e mo s t  impo rtant stu dy dealing w1 t h  th e r ea ding 

int er est s a s  expr ess e d  by gi ft e d  s t u d ent s  wa s con duct e d  
c.3 by Wi t ty an d L ehman . Thi s stu dy was l o ngi t u dinal an d 

us e d  th e sam e  po pul ati on thr e e  ti m es o v er a p eyi o d o f  

17 

ei gh t  year s .  Th e av er ag e  ag e o f  th e chi l dr en at t h e tim e 

o f  th e fi r st stu dy waa .10 ½ .  Fo r th e s econ d st u dy th e aver

ag e ag e was 15½, an d for th e thi r d s t u dy th e a v erag e ag e 

was 17½ . 

Among t h e  fi n di ngs o f  th e chi l dr en ' s  r epo rt s ,  i t  wa s 

no t e d that gi ft e d  gi rl s co nsi s t ently r ea d  mo r e  th an bo ys . 

Ho w ev er ,  t h e bo ys r ea d  r:1o r e  magazin es an d n ew spap ers th ar1 

di d  th e gi rl s .  l)lri ng th e ei ght y ear s t u dy th er e  wa s a 

mark e d  ch ang e i n  th e r ea ding int er est s o f  bo th bo 2c'.1 d

;i rl s .  Dlring t h e .fi r st s t u dy bo ys pr ef err e d  a dve..Y1.t ur e

no vels· ,  m ys t ery an d s ci en c e s t o ri es . ·rn e to p thr ee  cut e-

go ri es · 9.r ef err e d  in th e l as t  s t u dy by bo ys -�H? r e a dven t ur e ,  

ro manc e ,  a�1 d ::: ci en c e  stori es . In th e fi r s t . st u dy ,  gi rls 

pr ef err e d  ro :nan c e, no v el s  o f  hom e an d s cho ol l i f e , an d 
•· 

a dv entur e no v el s . 3y th e ti m e  o f  th e l as t  stu dy ,  eCJnh 2c r.: i s 

h a d shi ft e d  to -po et r y ,  ro man c e  no v el s ,  an d r t  s to ri es . 

23paul Wi t t y  an d H ar v ey L eh n m , "A st u dy o f  th e 
R ea di ng an d R ea di ng Int er est s o f  Gi ft e d  Chi l dr en , "  Jo urnal 
21, Gen eti c P sy;cholog;y.  Jun e 1 ) 32 , p-p . 473-4 3 3 .  

24Ib1 d . 
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Th e autho r o f  thi s p ,  p er must r eco gni z e th1 s ext ensi ve  

st u dy done  by Wi tty and L ehman i n  th e l 330 ' s  a s  th e only 

stu dy avai labl e dealing exclusi vely wi th r ea di ng int er est s  

o f  gi ft e d  chil d.r a'1 .  ·Th e o ri [inal stu dy al ontG wi th two 

fo llo w-up st u di es o f  th e s c;.:::, e c:: il  en trac e d  th e int er ests . 

an d  at t empt e d  to drr:, �v 1;'! 3.tt ern s an d co ; : cl u si ons . 

liU e to  th e long tim e that has  el ap·s e d  si n c e 1 931 , 

th er e  i s  no way o f  kno wing  how  vali d an d r eli abl e thi s 

stu dy i s  c1 s i t  a;)1,li es to gi ft e d  chi l dr en sra des fo ur 

thro u6h si x in 1 977 . -Th e bo oks li s t e d  in th e tabl es �ar e 

no t apnli cabl e to day . ryo pul ar fi cti o n  ti tl es have chGn g e d  

much in  fo rty  / ears . Chi l dr en o f  to d::q wo ul d h av e  di ffi 

c ulty u.n derstan ding  th e cat ego ri es  ti1 at 'Ji t t y 01n d L eb '.a an 

'-'i ve for th e t y:p es o f  bo 0ks . 

summary 

H el en . RQ binson gaV§ .. a r etro.sp ective  v1 ew� o f  r e-

s ear ch co n duct e d  th at w ,::. s  r el e: .. t e d to r ea :i nt er est s  

an d r:1 entio n e d  limi t ati o n s  to th e n etl1o ds o f  L::vesti 0 :1ti o n  

us e d  i n  s u c:h s t u di es . ALA Bul l eti n o f  ? e oru:,ry ,  1 )53  

co :1tai n e d a s eri es o f  six  arti cl es deal ing 1.,ii th th e ft e d  

s t u d er..t s ec,q d th ei r  r el :::i.tion shi p to s cho ol  li brari es . Onl y 

o n e o f  th e ALA arti cl es deal t di r ectly  wi t:1 el em ent ary  

s t u d ent s . Much o f  th e tnfor:nati o n  wa s o ut d 0It e d an d wri t t en  

in r e3.ction to th e Russian l aunchin;; o f  Sp utr�i 1c . 
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La dl ey , in h er  arti cl e defin e d  th e ro l e  o f  th e s cho ol 

li brari an as a p er so n  who o ff ers  r ea ding gu.i dan c e to th e 

in di. vi dual stu dent , an d  who develops  in stu dents th e 

art o f  r ea ding . 

H el en  Liop er ,  in h er  sugg es t e d  li s t  o f  bo o ks , 

:n enti on e d  si x fi cti o n  bo o ks for gi ft e d  fi fth an d · sixth 

gra der s .  Cri t eri a  fo r s el ecti o n  o f  th e s e bo o k s  w er e 

no t m enti o n e d. Cush enb ery str ess e d  th e impo r t an c e  o f  

1-mo winc:; th e r e2. ding i!3-t er est o f  ci ft e d  stu den t s ,  aJ1 d 

·w ent so far a s  to dev elo p hi s o w.n  r ea din g  int er est 

invento ry. Th e stu dy  by Wi tty an d  Lehman wa s con duct e d  

thr e e  tim es o v er an ei ght y ea:r p eri o d using th e sam e 

po pulati on o f  gi ft e d  stu dent s .  Thi s stu dy was compl et e d  

i n  1 934 , an d  th er e  1 s  no way o f  knowing ho w r el evant 

th e fin dings  ar e to day . 



Chapt er 3 

MErHO lDLOGY 

Sel ection .o f Subj eats 

Westri dg e  El em entary School was cho s en for thi s 

t t # h study becaus e th e s u den s ._.., .i..rom a omo g en eo us gro u:p .

and from an economi cally a dvantag e d  ar ea . 'l)r .  St eve  

Holbro ok, Ilr ector o f  th e Divi sion o f  R es ear ch fo r th e 

wat erloo publi c School s ,  ;;:aua. ·Mr·. ; Bru,o e 'HoP,kin·s , Consultant 

fo r th e Gi ft ed  from th e Ar ea Educati on ency hav e  

pr enously 1 denti fi e d  th e school as haVing a hi gh er 

proportion o f  gi ft ed  stu dent s than o th er el an entary 

scho ol s in th e ci ty.  Th e s el ection o f  gi ft e d  stu dent s 

at Westri dg e  El em entary School was ma de on th e basi s o f  

I . Q . sco r es a s  r epo rt e d  in th e stu dent s ' cur.1.:nul ati ve  

r eco r ds .  Th e enti r e  po pul ation of  gi ft e d  stu dents in  

fourth , fi fth an d  sixth gra des was us ed  in th e stu dy .  

11!:ta- GQ.th ering Instrum ent 

Aca demi cally gi ft e d  student s  o f  Westri dg e El em en

tary Sch�ol gra des fo ur thro ugh six ,  wer e  gi ven a qu esti on

aire  on whi ch th e stu dent s co ul d in di cat e th e typ es o f  

fi ction in whi ch th ey wer e  int er est e d , . At th e to p 

o f  th e qu esti onai r e  tl: er e  ws.s "� p er sonal data s ecti on 



21 

for th e students to fill out.  In thi s  s ection , stu dents 
' " ' ,.,."fl' \ 

wer e ask ed to supply th elr names , ages ,  s ex  an d grade 

l evels . Below th e p ersonal data s ection.  th e nin e  • 

Arbuthnot fi ction cat egori es wer e  typ ed in a v erti cal 

column . Cat egori es wer e furth er · cl ari fi ed an d  defin ed 

accor ding to Arbuthnot '  s explanations so stu dents wo uJ. d  · 

b e  abl e to r ea dily di stingui sh among th e cat egori es . 

B esi de each cat egory,  th e stE dent s w er e  a sk e d  to ch eck 

on e o f  th e following : 

11 Choo  s e  o ft en" 
" Choo s e  som etim es " 
tt Choo s e  s el dom tt 

A. copy o f  th e data- gath ering instrum ent 1 s lo cat ed at 

th e en d  o f  thi s :pap er in th e app en dix .  

pro c edur e for Gath erin5 ;pa.ta 

In o r der to obtain p ermis sion to us e W estri dg e 

El a:n entary School  in Wat erlo o , Iowa , nr.  St eve Hol

brook ,  DI.r ector o f  th e DtVi sion o f  R es earch in Wat erlo o , 

along w1 th Mr . R eec e ,  princi pal of  W estri dge , . was 

contact ed. Dr .  Holbroo k  gave writt en cons ent to con duct 

th e stu dy,  an d Mr . R eec e gave verbal con s ent .  A cov er  

l ett er in�ro ducing th e purpo s e , hypoth esi s ,  an d pro

c edur e  for a dmini st ering th e questionair e was s ent 

to Mr . Kelly,  fi fth gra de t each er ,  an d  Mr . R eec e,  prin

cipal . 



A copy o f  tne cover l ett er ia: :lobat:Sll , at :;;th e ·  eu d  o f  

lti1111t,ap•uJlho:Gb.<8'lapp�;::: ,, ;: . 
. 1 . 
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Oummulative r ecor ds wer e s earch e d  by Mr . K elly 

to lo c::tbe al.'1 "atu deri't-e w1 th I . Q ' s  of 130 o r  above. 

lJll. � · each acadani cally gift ed stu �eut was gi ven a copy 

o� ·th e questionai.r e by the .fittb grade t eaGb. er ,  Mr �. Kelly
J 

-�••·bd. · 1'1 t mar]c'· 1sh"'fJlt:rt :r,espons w.  ·•· : .ltt-.r ·a.3.1-:: sb·ee'Cs� wer e 

in: ,: th e r es earch er tabul at ed  th e data,  an d anal yz e d  th e 

r es\llttis • 



Oh apt er 4 

A;;LiJ,YSIS OF THE DA.TA 

Th e data  fo r thi s stu dy 1-rs_ s analyz e d  by th e fo l 

lo wing combinati on o f  narration :>n d tabl es . Br eak do wn s  

i n  th e :po �1ulati on wer e  ma de  accor ding to ag e ,  gra d e  

l evel 2-n d s ex .  At W estri dg e  El em ent ary Scho o l  i n  1fat cr

loo , Io wa th er e ·wa s a to tal o f  s even academi call y .:-::i. ft e d

stu dent s  gr c:_1. des fo ur thro ugh si x .lih:o .., to ok p art in  th e 

stu dy .  Th er e 1ras on e fo urth grader , two fi fth Gra der s , 

?t.n d fo ur si xth gra ders . Th e ag es o f  th e stu dent s raJ1.6 ed

Th er e  Wce:. s an un even di stri buti on of  s ex es �-n. th  fi v e  

:n u.l es  o ut-nu.inb erinc  th e two fan.al es who fi ll e d  o ut th e 

qu esti onair e .  Tabl e 1 ,  stu dent Population , wi ll  fu:e tl-1 e:r 

cl o.ri fy th e br eak do wn s  o f  :p er sonal dat a .  

Tabl e 1 

Gtu. r'l.ent -Po rul att on. 

,� rr P. Gr� ii A � p_x 

11 yr . 10  mo . 6 f ans.l e 

10 yr . 10  mo . 5 f ec12l e 

11 yr . 7 mo . 6 LHC),l e 

11 yr .  '·· :"10 • 6 r:1al e 

12 yr . ,: mo . 6 n2.l e ,.) 

10 yr . 11 fJ.O • 5 oal e 

10 yr . 1 r.10 • 4 r;J.al e 

··-!" 
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In or der to anal yz e th e pr ef er enc e  fo r fi cti o n  

cat ego ri es that th e chi l dr en  r espon ded  to , a s yst em-

ati c num eri cal pro c e dur e was us e d. Fir st , th e r es ear ch er 

us e d  a bl ank qu esti oni ar e an d  t alli e d  al l r espon s es 

to th e fi ction cat ego ri es by th e s even stu dent s on a 

co mpo si t e  sh e et . ,S econ dl y,  each tally was as s i gn e d a 

num eri cal val u e  acco r di ng to how po s i ti v e  th e r espon s e 

was . For ea ch r esuon s e  mark ed " choo s e  o ft en , tt thr ee 

voint s w er e  as si gn ed .  Fo r each r espons e mark ed n cho o s e 

so :i etLn es , t' two point s w er e  as s i gn e d .  Fo r each r espons e 

:rrarlc e d " choo s e  s el dom , "  on e po int was as s i gn ed .  To 

fi n d  th e compo si t e  s cor e for ea ch fi cti o n  cat ego r y ,  

th e numb er val u es fo r each r espons e wer e  added  to-

g eth er .  

Th e cat egory o f  humor was mo s t  pr ef err e d, an d  

th e cat ego ri es o f  fo lkt al es an d po etry w er e  l eas t 

pr ef err ed. In Tabl e 2 ,  th e fi cti o n  a.at ego ri es ar e l i st ed 

in rank o r der of pr ef er en c e  along wi th th e to t al numb er . 

o f  points each cat ego ry r ec ei ved from th e co mpo si t e 

s co r es .  In Ch art 1 ,  th e fi cti on cat ego ri es ar e li s t ed 

in rank o r der o f  pr ef er en c e  along wi th t o t al numb er 

o f  poi nt s ,_ an d hav e  b e en r ev eal ed graphi call y. 

In or der to t es t  th e hypo th esi s that th er e· ·wo ul d 

b e  no vari ation amo ng th e t yp es o f  fi cti o n  cat egori es 

th at aca deni call y g1. ft ed s tu d ent s  gr a des fo ur thro ugh 

si x cho o s e  to r ead,  th e r es ear ch er h a d  to comput e th e 

p erc entag e o f  di ff er en c e  b etw e en th e mo st pr ef err ed 
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an d the least preferre d category. I f  the hypo thesis 

·were to be accepted, there co Ul d  not be more th an a 

tw enty perc ent di ff erence betwe en the mo st preferre d 

catego ry an d the least preferre d catego ry . Any 1d der 

g�p th an the al lo wed tw enty perc ent :::nargin wo uld signify 

definite pref er mces,, for so me types o f  ficti o n  categories 

o v er  o th er s • 

Tabl e 2 

Fi cti o n  Cho i ce s  in Or der o f  prefer ence 

Ficti o n  catego ry To tal po ints 

Htt.7uo r • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  20 

} ... dv eritu.r e ,storl es • • . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • • •  1 9  

.A11imal s to ri es • • . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  16 

Fa11tas ;/ • • • . . • . . . . . . • . • . . . . . • . . . . • . • . • . . • . . . . • • . • . . • • . • •  16 

R eali sti c stori cr:./ • • · • • • • • • · • • • .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .  ; . • . • . • • • •  1 5  

Fables , 1nyth n an d 1 e . .., ends • • • . • . . • . • . • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  1 4  

Hi stori cal fi ction . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . .. . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  13  

Folktal es . ... . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  �- . . . . . .. 8 

t (", Po e ry • . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  o 
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Points 

gi_ . • • • • • • • . 
• • • • • • • • • 

gg_ • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • 
gQ__ • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • 
18  • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • 
16 • • • 

• • • 
14 • • • 

• . • 
� . • . • 

• • 
lQ.._ • • • • 

• • 
8 . • 

• • • • • • • • 
§.._ • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • 
4 • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • 
g_ • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • . • 
0 • • • • • • • • • 

,J .; 6 � ;,- J -+-;J ,-y ,,,,,.  \) � ), j 6 
"' 

,t;;; ..,, .... 
. -

--t; � 
d 

4J t � >- � � ,,,,,  
--::E " .J � � -

0 cat ego ri es 
t ,,, ., 6 

it L.f: o,_ I u- ol .,, 
:S 

..,, 
� a:: 

Chart l 

Fi cti o n  Ohoi c es in  Or der o f Pr ef er enc e 
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Th e mo st po pular cat egory,  humor , h a d  a to tal o f  

twenty point s .  Th e cat egori es o f  folldal es an d  po etry 

ti ed  for th e l ea.s t po pular cat egori es scoring ei ght po ints 

each . Th e r es ear ch er th en us e d  th e formul a o f  di vi ding 

th e mo st pr ef err e d  cat egory (mpc ) by th e l east pr ef err ed 

cat ego ry (lpc ) to fin d  th e p erc entag e of differ en c e (%) .  

Using th e formula . ' ,  th e r es ear ch er th en comput ed  th e 

fo lloWing : (lpc ) + (mpc ) -=- % 

8 . 20 :::;. .4o or  4oJ 

Th e -p erc entag e o f  th e- l east po pul ar  cat ego ry o f  fi ction 

was 40 p er c ent o f  th e most  po pular cat ego ry of fi ction .  

Th e vari ation b etw e en th e mo st popul ar an d th e l east 

po pular cat egori es was 60 p er c ent .  No t only di d th e 

vari atio n  ex c eed th e tw enty p er c ent limi t , but di d so 

by a vari ati on o f  thr ee tim es that amo unt . 

Th e hypo th esi s that th er e  wi ll b e  110 vari ation 

among th e cat ego ri es o f  fi ction that academi cally_ ft ed 

stu dent s gra des fo ur tb ro ugh si x choo s e  to r ead  was r e

j ect ed. Th e to tal po s si bl e point s fo r each cat ego ry 

in th e study ·was 21 . Th e lowest po s si bl e po ints  !o r 

ea.ch cat egory was s even . Th e student s in thi s 

stu dy ca.11e very clo s·e to bo th extr em es in in di o2,:ting 

th eir fi ction choi c es .  Th e s even stu dents r eveal ed  

som e very evi dent pr ef er enc es .  



Th e cat ego ry o f  humo r  r ec ei v e d  a n ear p erf ect s co r e  

o f  twenty poi nt s ,  follo w e d  clo s el y  by th e cat ego r y  

o f  a dv entur e  wi th nin et e en points . On th e o th er  

en d  o f  th e s cal e ,  stu d ent s r ev eal e d  som e evi dent in-

di cations  o f  cat ego ri es th ey s el dom cho o s e  to r ea d. 
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Bo th c at ecori es o f  fo lktal es an d po etry c a.tn e very n ear 

to th e low est po s si bl e point to t al . Am.ong A.rb.uth

no t ' s  nin e cat ego ri es o f  fi cti.Q:i, , th er e  was a .. wi.de 

spr ea d o f  :point to tal s .  Th e gr eat est poin t spa...11 

o ccurr e d  b etw e en  th e cat ego ry o f  hi sto ri c al fi ction  

s.n d th  e t·wo low est cat ef;o ri es , f o 1kt al es an d po  etry.  

A fl ve :po i nt spr ea d i n  di c at es  that th er e  is  a co a si d er

a ol e di zli k e  or  l ack o f  int er est in th e C<Jt e:_:;o ri es 

o f  fo Ldal es an d po etr y .  S ev en o f  th e nin e cat eco ri es 

r ec ei ve d  a to t al o f  thirt esn po int s o r  abo v e .  

Th er e  was no t eno ugh s t u dents i n  th e study to 

make a comp ari son o f  cho i c es o f  cat ego ri es o f  fi cti on 

as :p ert aini ng to s ex .  Th er e  w er e onl y two f'emaJ. es as 

o ppo s e d to fi v e  mal es who co mpl et ed th e qu es ti onai r e .  

Th er e  was li t tl e di ff er en c e  among fi cti o n  choi c es by 

s ex .  Bo1;h f emal es i n di cat ed humo r and a dv entur !:l 

stori es as cat ego ri es th ey choo s e  mo s t  o ft en . Th e 

only di sti ngui shabl e di ff er e.'11.c e  b etw een th e mal es an d 

th e f emal es i s  th at f emal es i n di c at e d  a strong 
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i nt er es t  i n  animal stori es whi l e mal es in di c at e d  a 

mo derat e int er est i n  th e sam e. On e coul d hypo th esi z e  

th at a hi gh i nt er es t  i n  animal s to ri es m:ay r epr es ent 

th e po pul ari ty o f  ho r s e  bo o ks ch eck e d  o ut by th e 

f e:nal es in th e s cho o l . At thi s poi nt i t  canno t o e  

d et ermin ed i f  thi s r epr es ents any di ff er en c es b etw een 

th e s ex es , o r  i s  m er el y  co in ci dental , o r  i f  it  r epr e

s ent s  a di ff er en c e  i n  int er est . It  wo ul d b e  an int er

esti ng h ypo th esi s to pur su e  .. Bo th ::nal es an d f en al es  

in di ca t e d  l i t tl e int er es t i n  folktal es an d po etry . 

In o r d er to mak e co mpari son s  o f  ' r ea di ng int er ests 

b etw e en th e s ex es ,  a l arg er po pul ation containing 

a :no r e  equal ratio o f  m al e to f e..11 al e  sho ul d b e  

stu di e d. 



Con clusions an d  R eco mm en dati o n s  

Th e hypo th esi s th at 1tier e wi l l  b e  n o  vari ati on 

among choi c es o f  ficti on cat ego ri es th at a ca  demi cal l y  

gi ft e d  st u dent s gr a des fo ur , thro ugh si x i n  d:1. cat.e th ey 

cho o s e  to r ea,d, wa s lfej eottitt. . Even tho ugh th e hypo th esi s 

was di spro ve·d , th e s t u dy i s  us eful to th e s ch o ol m e di a 

sp eci al i st . Th e r esul t  o f  thi s s t u dy  can 0 e  u s e d  oy th e 

m e di a  s:J eci al i st at -:f estri cL..; e  Zl e :i en t ary S cho o l  :1c: sh e 

a s si s t s  ea ch in di vi dJ.e .. l s t u dent i n  :r e'.:. 

Onc e th e r er:c1. :in D  int er es t s  Of each s t u d en t  ar e r ev e:1l e d , 

�h e m e di e.  2-;, eci ali st  has a r e � er en c e  po i n t  to  s t ar t  fro m 
Err 
in ·.'l bi ch sh e c an enh an c e  an d devel o p  th e :i. nt er es t s  ti� e 

s t u i e:1 t al r ea dy t1 a s .  No t o n l y  C3.n th e :r; e  s p  eci a.l i s t  

us e a s  ,::. r ef er er1 c e  !)O i nt th e t yp es o f  fi cti o n  .st u de.l'lt s  

r -2v eal th ey c!1o o s e  to r ea d  no st  o ft en ,  but h-e 

OF , 'a�t � may- J e a sl e to dev elo p  ::.:;r e�:1.t er int er  et s in tho s e  

cat eeo ri es o f  fi cti o n  that stu j ent s r ev eal th -ey s el :lo m 

choo s e  to r e::1 d .  'rhro ct5l1 r ea li. n g  gu.i d:.�n c e  a..'1 d s el ecti o n  

o f  ;nat eri Ei.l s ,  tl'l e ::1 e di a  2p eci ali st  m ay h el 1  to di v er si fy 

th e i nt er es t s  o f  th es e n arti c ctl ar s t u. de."l t s  1ty enhanc!:ng _, 

�h e.t.r a ppr ecl: a.ti on nf po etr y  an d  fo lktal es . 

Thi s qu es ti one .. i r 6 rn 'ly b e  us e d  i n  o th er s c: �o o l s  by 

m e di a  sp eci ali s t s  to d et er:d n e th e r ec,. din e:  i nt er es t s  o f  



gi ft e d  s t u dent s . Usin g  th e qu esti o n s.ir e fo r each st u. dent ,  

th e m e di a  s -p eci ::tli s t  may ':) e  abl e to det ermin e 2.n y tr en ds 

o r  pr ef er enc es among th e 6i ft e d  po pulation wi thin hi s/h er  

s cr1o o l . Th e :n e di a  sp e ci ali st  can al so u s e thi s qu esti on

ai� e t
. 
o 
.. 

a� s\ s
.
tt e eaacc

.
h st u dent thro uch r ea ding  6ui d:rn c e  on  

�.tt .. �� 
a p er sonali z e d basi s .  No t only co ul d such a qu es t i o ':l ai r e  

b e  u s e d  to a s  e s s  r ea di n,; int er es t s  o f  gi ft e d  s tu d ent s ,  

but co ul d al so b e  u s e d  ,'1i th o t l: er s t u. d ent s i n  th e s c::o ,) l  

t o  d et er,:ii n e  th ei r  pr ef er en c es o f fi cti o u  c e�;o ri es . 

Ever1 t c1o ucr1 th e r esul t s  o f  th e stu. b e  i:1 di c :3 -

ti va  o f  r ea di n i;;  int er est s of  ac[� de.mi cal l y  ,:;i ft e d  s t u dent s 

at i e s tri e :EJ. e.11 et: t s.r y  S cho '.Jl  in -..rat ei·loo , Io wa,  --'t :: e; 

canno t ':.:n d fho ul d no t b e  g en eral i z e d  to b e  th e r ea Jing  

i n t er es t s o f  al l aca d er. i c2.l ". y ft  e d  s t u  j ents  

fo ur t :�ro u-..,;h six . R ea dinz; i nt er e2 t s  vary Hi til c5 eo -

.;:;rs. )�1i cal lo C';:,t i on , etcni c ba clcgro un d,  a�1 d -::1 r evi o u s e.x-

po sur e  o f  ft e d  s t u c. en.t s to c t e;ori es o f  cti o n . 

In o r der to  ,;,s, ,,;: e  any g en eralizations th e ,qu es tion-

ai r e  ;;: , ,o ul d o e  ven to a �E ..tch larg er ,m d Jor e  h et· ero -

g en eo us :�·o p ul t .L on o f  s t il d en t s  fro :n ff er ent i eo 

cal lo cati o n s  L1 th e co l.L'1 try . S ev e�1 st .1 0. ent s  fi i'l i :J. j .'J Ut 

a qu esti o n c .i r  e i s  no t ':t l ar g e  eno u;;h ::, 

to r ev eal an/ tr cm d .  s stu a.y  sl10ul d no t b e  consi d er e d  



to b e  a r epr es entation o f  r ea ding int er es ts o f  all 

gi ft ed stu dents . 

Th er e  was a s trong domi n en c e  o f  sixth graders 

fi lling out th e q_u esti o nai r e ,  only two fi fth gra d ers ,

an d  o n e  fo urth gra d er .  Thi s popul ation was too 

scanty anA un even to allow con clusions to b e  drawn 

abo ut r ea ding int er ests  an d gra de l evel . Any 

con clusions  p ertaining to r ea ding int er est an d th e 

s ex es c2..nno t  b e  made until th er e ar e mor e  stu dents 

o f  an eQ..ual r atio who fill o ut th e qu estionai r e. 

Five  mal es an d two f emal es ar e not a. l arg e eno ugh 

sa:npl e to draw any conclusions . 
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Jun e 1 932 , 473-433 . 



N� e � e  
----------------- ------------

month s 

S ex mal e 
---

f emal e 
---

y ear 

Grade 
----------

m.r ections : B elo w ar e li st ed nin e  cat es;o ri es o f  fi ction  boo ks 
along wi th a bri ef expl anation o f  each cat egory . Plac e an 
"X" in th e column whi ch in d.1. cat ea holro ft en yo u cho o s e  that 
cat egory o f  fi ction.  If  yo u have any questions r egar ding 
thi s queat1ona1r e, pl ea s e _  ask your t each er for h elp . 

Cat egori es 

1 .  FOLXf.A.L§- fairy tal ea and tall 
tal es han ded down thro ugh th e 
ag es 

2 .  F.A.BLES, MYTHS , EPIOS-
fabl es- short atori es With a 
mo ral 

myths- stori es abo ut sup er
natural b eings to explain 
natural events 

epi c s- a long po em or  11 t er
ary work ,abo ut h erori c 
charact ers 

3 .  HUMOR- funny stori es 

4 .  POET.RY- vers e  

5 .  J.NIM.A.L STORIES- stori es  cent er ed 
aro un d  animal s as  p et s  or  in 
th e wil d  

6 .  R EA.LIS�IO SfORI ES- stor1 es o f  
family li f e  that s eem as  i f  
th ey coul d happ en 

7 • .A.!l>V:ENTURE T.A.LES- sto ri es wi th 
much action an d susp en s e  

8 • F .A.NT.A.SY- sto ri e s  o f  mak e-
b eli eve o r  sci enc e fi ction 

9 • HISTORI CAL FICTION- sto r1 es ,· 
abo ut th e past bas ed o n  fact 

Ob.oo s e  
Oft en 

Ob.o o·s e Cho o s e  
So m etim es S el dom 



: :r . _{ e ec e prin ci pal 
Mr . � el l y ,  t Jach er 
.r nstrl dc.:; e El e :1 ent · 1-t y Sc�10 :J l  
3610 A.�i s bo ro llgh 
/'iat erl o CJ ,  Io ,m 

Je.·,r Si r s  : 

Mar ch 20 , 1 976 

At ti:1. e Jiii v ::r si ty o f  .lo rth ern I o 1m ,  I am c urr ent l y  
�o r�i� � o n  uJ �a st er ' s  :egr e e  i n  Li brar y S 8i sn c e .  \ s  
:_J :.o.rt o f  gr a dua ti on r equi r e.T en t s , I am wri t i ng 2 de:98.rt
·n ent al p ap er  on r ea dl n G  i n t er est s o f  r1 c 2 d e d c :� 1 1 y  ,.si ft e d  
s t u d en t s  bra d e s  fo ur thro Ut;h si x .  

l'h e pv.- rJo s e  o f  thi s st u dy i s  to fin d o ut llh at c at e
£o ri es  o f  :Ci c ti o n  Uo o :r s  aca. d e:ni c cc:;,l l J  .:Si ft e d  s t :.1 :, ent , 
cho o s e  to  r ea d . 'rt1 e t y-p es o f  cat ego ri es I 9 . .m usi n g  a s  a 
r ef er en c e no i nt :: 8.V e b e en t s.k en from l·JJ.a y H i l l  Ar buthno t '  s 
Chi l dr en an d Bo o k s , 1 )72 e di t i o n  • 

. \ c co r afnc to :.: rnJ es  Gal l o c;h er ,  2.uth o r  o f  th e bo o k , 
T ea ching � Gi ft e d  Chi l d , i nt er est s o f  gi ft e d  chi l dr en 
ar e m any- si d e d  0?,n d f'-po n t an eo u s . I t  i s  my hy;:,o th e si s  
th at r ea di ng int er e:0 t s  o f  2 c a cJ e::1i c r.:: l l y  �i ft e -1 st u :i ent 2 
er a d e s  fo ur thro ugh ?i x ar e r.i anJ- si d e d, an d th ,:,t s t u :J e.11.t s  
r ea d  0.1 1 t yTJ es o f  ti :.::ti o n  o n  an equc 0 l basi s .  

Each s t u d ent at . estri �t::; e 31. e�n en t ary '.'li th 'ln r . Q . 
o f  1 30 o r  8.bo v e  wi l l  b e  gi v e:n a qu esti o nai r e  to .i':'i 1 1  o ut 
i n  r eg,C),r ds to th ei r  i nt er est s .  Mr . K el l y ,  fi :fth :::;ra de  
t each er has  co :ci s ent e d  to a dmini st er all q u es ti on ai r es 
dur i as r ea di ng cl as s ,  an d t h en .:.:;i v e  th em back to ·-n e to  
anal yz e . 

In o r d er fo r th e hypo th e si s to b e  a c :: e .·• t e J , t t1 er e 
must no t b e  :no r e  than a 20 p er c ent vari ati o n  b et · i ·e en th e 
,no st po p ul ar fi cti on c at ego r y  an i th e l ea s t  po p ul ar 
fi cti on c at e,_;o ry . I f  th er e  i s  a c::;r e:lt er th •:rn 20 -p er c ent 
vari ati o n  i t  wi ll i n di cat e d efini t e  pr ef sr e.n c es fo r s o :n e 
cat eco ri e s  o v er o th er s  • 

I f  yo u h av e  c.ny q u esti o n s  o r  com:.:1 ent s abo ut thi s st u dy  
o r  pro c e dllr e fo r g ath eri n e;  ,Jat a ,  do no t h esi tat e t o  co n-
t a ct m e . 1;pro v�0,l h s. s  al r e:1 dy b e en 2,i v en by ])I'.' .  ]o l bro o k  
to pro c e e d  : ii th  thi r, st u dy .  Th a.::1k yo u fo r yo ur co o , erati on . 

Si n e  er el y ,  

Kath y K e1 1 y 
2 1 3  Elmw0 0  d 
�f r, t er 1 o o , Iowa • 
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