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From the Editor 

Laura Kane McElfresh 

As my term as OLAC Newsletter Editor-In-Chief sadly (but in a good 
way; more about that later) draws to a close, I am thinking about 
the cover images I have chosen over these past three years. By the 
time I took the position in summer 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic 
was in full effect; many of our workplaces had shut down, and 
some had still not yet returned to on-site work. Personally, I was 
less than a year into a new job and had only been at that position 
for two and a half months before the University of Minnesota sent 
us home. (In fact, until recently I had spent more time working remotely for UMN than on-
site/hybrid. It was only this past November that the balance changed.) To me, the Fall 2020 
Newsletter cover image – a little empty rowboat, unmoored, facing away from a sunset and 
reflected in the still water – captured the isolation and uncertainty of the moment, but also the 
beauty and potential of a new position and a new-to-me professional community (not to mention 
the metaphor of being in the same boat regarding COVID, plus all the other symbolism of boats). 

Subsequently, I ran images that expressed my feelings (March 2021’s bluebonnets, because it 
was spring and I am From Texas™; the stark beauty and further isolation of September 2021’s  

(Continued on page 39) 
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From the President 

Scott Piepenburg 

The holidays are past and we move into that long stretch of time until 
the next “major” holiday, Memorial day.  A time filled with opportunities 
for growth, renewal, rediscovery, and introspection. 

As an organization, OLAC too is constantly growing and re-shaping itself. 
One area that you can help OLAC grow, as well as your own personal 
growth, is to serve as an OLAC board member.  The tasks are not onerous and give insight into 
how an organization is run and how it works to both serve and lead its members.  If you are 
interested, please contact Jennifer Eustis at jeustis@umass.edu and share your interest.  Working 
with other board members helps broaden your horizons beyond your local library and experience 
a broader picture.  I can personally attest to this at the experience of one of my former staff who 
became involved with OLAC while still a library school student; it was a positive and exciting 
experience for them. 

OLAC is still exploring the role of the NACO funnel project.  There is still interest, but we lack a 
leader.  Again, if you are interested, please reach out to a board member.  I know I mention this 
a lot, but the entire point of shared cataloging is to help diffract the costs of cataloging among 
multiple libraries.  Authority control is one of those powerful tools that our users may not see, 
but becomes critical in having a consistent and predictable experience when searching a catalog 
or database.  It also aids discovery tools in creating rankings, suggestions, and research lists.  I’ve 
seen too many libraries that have “lost” authority control and it works a hardship on both staff 
and patrons. 

Another topic that has been on OLAC-L with increasing frequency is the status of the OLAC 
conference.  During the pandemic, like many organizations, OLAC went to a virtual conference 
model.  While it has many benefits, there are some things it cannot deliver on, such as the social 
interactions and bondings.  In the future, OLAC will be distributing a survey asking its members 
to share their opinions about what they would like to see in a conference, what type of model 
works for them, frequency, and the like.  When you get the survey, please complete it so we can 
better serve our members. 

One of the strengths of OLAC is that we embody many library types.  My first interaction with 
OLAC was as a school librarian and I used it to see a broader part of the profession; that there 
was more than just videotapes and CDs.  As what we collect expands and becomes ever more 
complex, OLAC depends on the diversity of its members and the breadth of their experiences to 
help each one of us grow and better serve our users.   

mailto:jeustis@umass.edu
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From the Secretary 

Amanda Mack 

OLAC Executive Board Meeting 

January 31, 2023 
Time: 11:00 am ET 
Via Teams 

Present: Bryan Baldus, Kristi Bergland, Jennifer Eustis, Sarah Hovde, 
Amanda Mack, Laura McElfresh, Scott Piepenburg, Jay Weitz 

● Board Member Reports
○ Past President (Adjunct to the Board): It has been difficult finding candidates to

run for office, particularly Vice President.
■ A call went out on OLAC-L in September.
■ Alex Whelan is on deck to run for Treasurer.
■ Kristi will post to other listservs such as AUTOCAT, Code4Lib and the

Troublesome Catalogers and Magical Metadata Fairies (TCMMF)
Facebook group.

■ If anyone has additional places to post, please reach out to Kristi.
○ Newsletter: Laura expects the newsletter to be published on schedule. Reminder

to all that content is due February 20.
○ Secretary: Before starting Board Handbook revisions, Amanda wanted to confirm

that the main purpose is to divest it from ALA. Board is in agreement that this is
still the goal.

● OLAC Liaisons Vacancies:
○ NACO AV Funnel Coordinator

■ A call for volunteers will be going out for this soon.
■ If no one responds, the funnel may have to be sunsetted.

○ NACO AC Funnel Assistant Coordinator
■ This role ties into outcome of Funnel Coordinator role

○ MOUG Liaison
■ A call went out in December and the deadline was extended due to lack

of responses.
■ If there are no responses by the extended deadline, direct recruiting will

start.

● Student engagement
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○ Can we enlarge the OLAC mentoring idea to include working and mentoring with 
students? 

○ This discussion topic was tabled since the Outreach-Advocacy & Membership 
Coordinator, Tanesa, was not present at this meeting.  

 
● Web Steering Committee:  

○ Changes to OLAC website: Everyone should feel free to make needed changes to 
the website.  

■ Reach out to Jennifer with questions. 
○ Self-Submission: All of our collections in the OLAC Archive have been set up for 

self-submission.  
■ You will need to set up an account to do this. 
■ Jennifer can set up new categories if needed 

○ DNS (Domain Name System): Every couple of months, there is a blip in the DNS.  
■ Jennifer has been trying to get to the bottom of this; Blue Host blames 

Wild Apricot and Wild Apricot blames Blue Host.  
■ If anyone knows a developer or website person that might be able to 

answer questions, let Jennifer know. 
 

● Stipends for ALA-Midwinter: 
○ Can we divorce stipends from ALA? Could the funds be used for different 

meetings?  
○ Should we consider an honorarium for coffee talks? 
○ Jennifer will look at the bylaws and touch base with Nerissa. 

 
● Future OLAC Conference 

○ Members want some kind of update on the status of the Conference. 
○ We won’t be able to have one this year because we would need to have started 

the planning process already. 
○ How do we feel about an online conference or alternating between in-person 

and virtual? 
■ Some people may have trouble engaging online. 
■ Other people may have reduced travel funding. 

○ A survey will be created and sent to all members to allow the Board to see what 
the members would prefer in terms of future conferences. Amanda will draft 
preliminary questions and send them to the Board for feedback. 

 
● CAPC Co-Chair Structure 

○ On behalf of CAPC, Sarah presented their proposed CAPC co-chair plan for the 
Board to review before the next meeting. 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11LlmPwrJdA9J_0B6rwbmp56mrSkvFx3j/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
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● Diversity Scholarship
○ Reach out to Emily to see what is happening with this.

● Future OLAC board meetings
○ Not all Board members have been able to make meetings. Can we poll the board

to determine best available meeting times and set a recurring meeting?

Adjourned at 2:43 PM (ET) 

CAPC Meeting Minutes: Midwinter 2023 

Minutes by: CAPC Co-Chairs (Alex Whelan & Sarah Hovde) 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023: 2pm-4pm EST 
30 attendees (via Zoom) 

Welcome and introductions (Whelan) 

a. Roster of CAPC membership / voting members
b. Approval of Minutes from meeting at ALA Annual 2022

● Minutes approved
c. Call for temp MOUG Liaison: Deadline February 1
d. Call for new CAPC members 2023-2024: Deadline March 1

Reports: 

Liaison Reports: (Hovde) 
a. CC:DA Liaison (Kelley McGrath)

● LC / PCC conducting RDA tests, analyzing tests from the fall, report scheduled for
release in March

b. MAC Liaison (Yoko Kudo)
c. LC Liaison (Jami Judge Almeida)
d. OCLC Liaison (Jay Weitz)
e. MOUG Liaison (no update)
f. SAC Liaison (Scott Dutkiewicz)

Task Force Reports: (Whelan) 
g. Unified Best Practices Task Force (Barrett and Hutchinson)

● Will follow up with CAPC feedback on final draft
● Document should be transmitted to CAPC as .doc/google doc, not pdf - will enable

any future edits needed. Document will be converted to PDF upon upload to IR

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vmA705Lmn2_g3uswlc_wH6zayp4GEpErpHNXJRRhoGk/edit#heading=h.t0do2xc948jl
https://docs.google.com/document/u/1/d/1NYKDAftNpaXmT01eW0uWQaDUHm3GXOoS-LEXbelk8wQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13rvcppDL9Peok-i2VZVWzDNTztsI-1XZ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QMu48NZ8OF9YIGe8QjJ8x0DhNY-B1H_3/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1h_gmDyt_ssIlZ1eIkpNtrvPEzfl3-rn2t_3tlHN53j8/edit?usp=sharing
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● Based on current guides for use with original toolkit - any promotion will 
emphasize this, and note that guidelines for Official Toolkit are underway 

● Promotion 
○ Work with OLAC outreach coordinator, OLAC spring newsletter? 

h. Joint MLA/OLAC Media Devices RDA Best Practices Task Force (Evans)  
i. Video Game Title Task Force (Whelan) 
j. TF has worked productively with PTCP, LC has cancelled Computer games, Electronic 

games, Internet games in favor of "Video games" and adjusted any related headings (UF, 
etc.), approved subject and classification lists just recently published 

● VGTTF is undertaking establishing in NAF and best practices for such, as well as 
for franchise names; still very much in draft format, but will be hosted in OLAC IR 
when approved 

● Discussed further steps with LC - updating qualifiers in existing headings, working 
on changes to board games, etc. - VGTTF is willing to tackle these issues, but may 
need to broaden group membership 

● Approach to video game translations remains an open question for more 
discussion 

Old Business (Whelan) 

• LCGFT update to best practices (via Kelley / Scott D.) 
o Last meeting, idea of charging new group for updates. Per Scott: instruction 

sheets being updated once more, so we should wait to see what happens with 
them before going further, but keep this on CAPC radar as a future business 
item. Review group will be charged at the next meeting.  

o Not clear what schedule is for updating LCGFT instruction sheets? No schedule or 
updates from PTCP currently. LCGFT documentation updated in May 2022 - 
further updates coming? OLAC documentation is out of sync, but don't want to 
expend effort until LCGFT is stable; on the other hand, could give OLAC 
community position to advocate for changes. Could circulate a listserv call for 
interested community members to discuss areas that are ok to update, identify 
and document areas where OLAC and LC recommendations differ and areas 
where LC documentation has been updated after OLAC's best practices. Known 
open question: what should scope of "Internet videos" be?  

o Where do OLAC recommendations differ from what LC says? E.g. compound 
terms 

o Allison: re-wrote LC instruction sheets, awaiting approval from SAC/OLAC/GNCRT 
o Will wait to hear LC response to compound terms report, but CAPC will continue 

to monitor this topic 
• AV Funnel meeting - bring to OLAC board if possible 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cNpEvJLNhV4OWVJ5mvi_4jH0GQ84eKZS720k6C6mT0g/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1w_tjMxfIF7vOHO3_NqLwuJFj66ZQ_UrYz3t10icJUEM/edit
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o Ongoing topic from 2022 - very few institutions still active in NACO AV funnel -
CAPC community expressed interest in continuing the funnel - Alex will circulate
a call for a new funnel leader and revisit at Annual 2023 meeting, but if there is
no sustained interest, then will introduce a vote to recommend to OLAC Board
that the funnel is wound down

New Business (Hovde) 
• Charging RDA Unified Best Practices TF and preliminary update (Hovde & Perera)

o officially charged by CAPC
• New CAPC co-chair structure (Whelan)

o FYI: Harmonize the CAPC handbook
o staggered co-chair structure proposed moving forward to maintain continuity;

will go to the OLAC Board for approval soon
• Maintenance of CAPC resources (Hovde)
• GNCRT/SAC/OLAC (compound terms in LCGFT)

Adjournment (Whelan) 

Call for Nominations for the Nancy B. Olson Award 

The annual Nancy B. Olson Award recognizes and honors a librarian who has made significant 
contributions to the advancement and understanding of audiovisual cataloging. 

Nominees shall have made contributions to audiovisual cataloging by: 

• Furthering the goals of standardization of AV and/or electronic resource cataloging,
including MARC coding and tagging;

• Interpreting AV and/or electronic resource cataloging rules and developing policies on
organization for these materials on the national and/or international levels;

• Promoting the understanding of AV and/or electronic resource cataloging, coding, and
data exchange for professionals unfamiliar with these materials and processes.

The nomination must be accompanied by a statement that provides supporting evidence for the 
nominee's qualifications. OLAC membership is not required for nominees. The nominations and 
statements must be dated no later than January 1, 2023. The award will be presented at the June 
2023 OLAC membership meeting. 

Please send nominations and any supporting documentation to: 

Emily Creo (ecreo@binghamton.edu) 
OLAC Past President 
Nancy B. Olson Awards Committee Chair 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AFFyQrTy8QQVupUnH3hGgcxL_kT1IaX7WorfpNoCCHc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11LlmPwrJdA9J_0B6rwbmp56mrSkvFx3j/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Lgt-wWIWuHOHFmcjDgsNL5NkyeYdDc9O/view?usp=share_link
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Online Audiovisual Catalogers Inc FY 2022
Treasurer's Report
07/01/2022 - 09/30/2022

OLAC Quarterly Treasurer Report

Membership Income Expenses Year to Date Net Budget More/-Less

Membership Dues $1,945.00 - $1,945.00 $6,000.00 -$4,055.00

Membership Due Refunds - - - - -

Membership Totals $1,945.00 - $1,945.00 $6,000.00 -$4,055.00

Sponsorship Income Expenses Year to Date Net Budget More/-Less

Donations - - - - -

Donation Refund - - - - -

Sponsorship Totals - - - - -

Administrative Expenses Income Expenses Year to Date Net Budget More/-Less

ALA Affiliate Membership Fee - - - -$150.00 $150.00

Awards Fees - - - - -

Credit Card Service Fees (Wild Apricot - Affinipay) - $48.43 -$48.43 -$100.00 $51.57

Bluehost Subscriptions $1,079.28 $1,079.19 $0.09 -$300.00 $300.09

Mailing and Postage Fees - - - -$200.00 $200.00

Memorial Library University Archives Fee - - - -$100.00 $100.00

Office Supplies - $65.86 -$65.86 - -$65.86

Wild Apricot Software Subscription - - - -$1,188.00 $1,188.00

You Need a Budget (YNAB) Subscription - - - -$98.99 $98.99

Newsletter Editor Stipend - $50.00 -$50.00 -$200.00 $150.00

Website Coordinator Stipend - $50.00 -$50.00 -$200.00 $150.00

Money Minder Subscription - $185.86 -$185.86 -$190.00 $4.14

Business Bank Account Fees - $4.00 -$4.00 -$10.00 $6.00

Administrative Expenses Totals $1,079.28 -$1,483.34 -$404.06 -$2,736.99 $2,332.93

ALA Conference Affiliated Events Income Expenses Year to Date Net Budget More/-Less

Board Member Attendance Stipend - $100.00 -$100.00 -$1,000.00 $900.00

Board Members Dinner - - - -$450.00 $450.00

Membership Social Hour - - - -$350.00 $350.00

ALA Conference Facilities (Room) Fees - - - - -

ALA Conference Facilities (A/V) Room Set Up Fees - - - - -

ALA Conference Affiliated Events Totals - -$100.00 -$100.00 -$1,800.00 $1,700.00

OLAC Conference Income Expenses Year to Date Net Budget More/-Less

Conference Registrations - - - - -

Conference Registration Refunds - - - - -

Preconference Registrations - - - - -

Preconference Registration Refunds - - - - -

Conference Assistive Technology Fees - - - - -

Conference Facilities (Room) Fees - - - - -
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OLAC Conference Income Expenses Year to Date Net Budget More/-Less

Conference Facilities (A/V) Room Set Up Fees - - - - -

Conference Board Members and Liaisons
Stipends

- - - - -

Conference Scholarship - - - - -

Workshop Leader Honorariums - - - - -

Keynote Speaker Honorariums - - - - -

Conference Hotel Fees - - - - -

Conference Catering - - - - -

Conference Badges and Badge Holders - - - - -

Conference Transportation - - - - -

Conference Photocopying Fees - - - - -

Conference Folders - - - - -

Presenter Travel Reimbursement Fees - - - - -

Conference Reception Event Catering - - - - -

Conference Reception Event Facilities (Room)
Fees

- - - - -

Conference Reception Event Facilities (A/V, Band,
etc.) Fees

- - - - -

Conference Badge Laynards - - - - -

Conference Poster Board Fees - - - - -

Conference Personal Sponsorships - - - - -

Conference Vendor Sponsorships - - - - -

OLAC Conference Totals - - - - -

Workshops Income Expenses Year to Date Net Budget More/-Less

Workshop Registrations - - - - -

Workshop Registration Refunds - - - - -

Workshops Totals - - - - -

Grand Totals

$3,024.28 -$1,583.34 $1,440.94 $1,463.01 -$22.07

Bank Account Balances 07/01/2022 09/30/2022 Last reconciled

Chase Bank $51,260.01 $52,700.95 Never

Totals $51,260.01 $52,700.95

Review Reconciled Bank Statement Reports along with this Treasurer's Report to ensure its
accuracy.

Summary for the Period

Starting Total $51,260.01

Income $3,024.28

Expenses -$1,583.34 $1,440.94

Ending Total $52,700.95

Submitted by:

Name: _Jennifer Eustis___________ Signature: __Jennifer M. Eustis_____ Date: ___10/03/2022___
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Online Audiovisual Catalogers Inc FY 2022
Treasurer's Report
10/01/2022 - 12/31/2022

OLAC Quarterly Treasurer Report

Membership Income Expenses Year to Date Net Budget More/-Less

Membership Dues $2,440.00 - $4,385.00 $6,000.00 -$1,615.00

Membership Due Refunds - - - - -

Membership Totals $2,440.00 - $4,385.00 $6,000.00 -$1,615.00

Sponsorship Income Expenses Year to Date Net Budget More/-Less

Donations - - - - -

Donation Refund - - - - -

Sponsorship Totals - - - - -

Administrative Expenses Income Expenses Year to Date Net Budget More/-Less

ALA Affiliate Membership Fee - - - -$150.00 $150.00

Awards Fees - - - - -

Credit Card Service Fees (Wild Apricot - Affinipay) - $85.60 -$134.03 -$100.00 -$34.03

Bluehost Subscriptions - $19.99 -$19.90 -$300.00 $280.10

Mailing and Postage Fees - - - -$200.00 $200.00

Memorial Library University Archives Fee - - - -$100.00 $100.00

Office Supplies - - -$65.86 - -$65.86

Wild Apricot Software Subscription - $1,188.00 -$1,188.00 -$1,188.00 -

You Need a Budget (YNAB) Subscription - - - -$98.99 $98.99

Newsletter Editor Stipend - $50.00 -$100.00 -$200.00 $100.00

Website Coordinator Stipend - $50.00 -$100.00 -$200.00 $100.00

Money Minder Subscription - - -$185.86 -$190.00 $4.14

Business Bank Account Fees - - -$4.00 -$10.00 $6.00

Administrative Expenses Totals - -$1,393.59 -$1,797.65 -$2,736.99 $939.34

ALA Conference Affiliated Events Income Expenses Year to Date Net Budget More/-Less

Board Member Attendance Stipend - - -$100.00 -$1,000.00 $900.00

Board Members Dinner - - - -$450.00 $450.00

Membership Social Hour - - - -$350.00 $350.00

ALA Conference Facilities (Room) Fees - - - - -

ALA Conference Facilities (A/V) Room Set Up Fees - - - - -

ALA Conference Affiliated Events Totals - - -$100.00 -$1,800.00 $1,700.00

OLAC Conference Income Expenses Year to Date Net Budget More/-Less

Conference Registrations - - - - -

Conference Registration Refunds - - - - -

Preconference Registrations - - - - -

Preconference Registration Refunds - - - - -

Conference Assistive Technology Fees - - - - -

Conference Facilities (Room) Fees - - - - -
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OLAC Conference Income Expenses Year to Date Net Budget More/-Less

Conference Facilities (A/V) Room Set Up Fees - - - - -

Conference Board Members and Liaisons
Stipends

- - - - -

Conference Scholarship - - - - -

Workshop Leader Honorariums - - - - -

Keynote Speaker Honorariums - - - - -

Conference Hotel Fees - - - - -

Conference Catering - - - - -

Conference Badges and Badge Holders - - - - -

Conference Transportation - - - - -

Conference Photocopying Fees - - - - -

Conference Folders - - - - -

Presenter Travel Reimbursement Fees - - - - -

Conference Reception Event Catering - - - - -

Conference Reception Event Facilities (Room)
Fees

- - - - -

Conference Reception Event Facilities (A/V, Band,
etc.) Fees

- - - - -

Conference Badge Laynards - - - - -

Conference Poster Board Fees - - - - -

Conference Personal Sponsorships - - - - -

Conference Vendor Sponsorships - - - - -

OLAC Conference Totals - - - - -

Workshops Income Expenses Year to Date Net Budget More/-Less

Workshop Registrations - - - - -

Workshop Registration Refunds - - - - -

Workshops Totals - - - - -

Grand Totals

$2,440.00 -$1,393.59 $2,487.35 $1,463.01 $1,024.34

Bank Account Balances 10/01/2022 12/31/2022 Last reconciled

Chase Bank $52,700.95 $53,747.36 Never

Totals $52,700.95 $53,747.36

Review Reconciled Bank Statement Reports along with this Treasurer's Report to ensure its
accuracy.

Summary for the Period

Starting Total $52,700.95

Income $2,440.00

Expenses -$1,393.59 $1,046.41

Ending Total $53,747.36

Submitted by:

Name: _Nerissa Lindsey___________ Signature: __Nerissa S. Lindsey_____ Date: ___01/09/2023___
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From the Outreach/Advocacy & Membership Coordinator 

Tanesa King 

Hello OLAC members, 

Happy almost Spring! Here in Texas, where I live and work, we 
went through some icy weather in early February that kept many 
of us home for a week, so I am welcoming spring with open arms. 
I hope that whatever the weather in your area, that this season 
brings good things to your lives. 

Please check out this newsletter’s “All in a Day’s Work” column. 
Diana Simpson, assistant professor and catalog librarian at The University of Southern Mississippi, 
has written about her cataloging work experiences, past and present. 

I also have a few updates for you. We have a coffee talk coming up in April about what goes into 
the Library of Congress’s process for creating and updating the Library of Congress Genre Form 
Terms (LCGFT) manual. I’m really excited about this coffee talk and think it will be interesting to 
learn about what happens behind the scenes. I sent out a call for volunteers for coffee talks prior 
to the New Year, and I wanted to say thank you to everyone who has volunteered to give 
presentations for this event. I will be in touch with the rest of the volunteers so that we can 
schedule the next coffee talk. We typically only do coffee talks in the fall and spring, but I would 
love to do one in the summer if people will attend. 

Finally, I will be reaching out to our mentors and mentees to see how things are going. I would 
like to get feedback on individual’s experiences, and I will also be preparing a questionnaire to 
identify new mentors and mentees. If you are a current or past mentor/mentee, I will be 
contacting you soon. I am currently a mentee in this program, and I have found it very helpful to 
have a mentor to talk to. Thank you to those of you who have already participated or are currently 
participating. If you have not ever been a mentor or mentee before, I hope you will consider it. 

Cheers, 
Tanesa 

Conference planning survey: Your feedback requested! 

The OLAC Executive Board is seeking guidance from the Membership as we continue to plan 
future directions for OLAC conferences. The survey is anonymous (unless you choose to 
share your contact information) and will be used by the OLAC Board for planning purposes. 

Please take the survey at your convenience to share your needs, ideas, and opinions. 

https://forms.gle/Koy6bKgiEpfWBKSB9
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News and Announcements 

Meg Wang, Column Editor 

Library of Congress January 2023 BIBFRAME Update Forum, 
January 30, 2023, 1:00 -2:00 pm (EST) 

This BIBFRAME Update Forum discussed how the development of 
FOLIO helps to introduce BIBFRAME and Linked Data. Started with 
Sebastian Hammer, president of the company that spearheaded 
the initial design of the FOLIO “core” system. He described the 
open nature of FOLIO and addressed the role of BIBFRAME for 
bibliographic description as the future of cataloging. Jeremy Nelson talked about Stanford's 
journey in migrating to FOLIO. Kubernates is used to communicate/combine different 
applications and systems in in several of Stanford’s libraries. Jason Kovari from Cornell described 
the vision and use cases being discussed in the FOLIO community about the management of 
entities and Gloria Gonzalez from EBSCO discussed initiatives by EBSCO that align with those 
discussions -- including LC’s BIBFRAME initiatives and how they could influence the FOLIO 
platform, such as create a description in MARC and distribute in FOLIO. And Melanie Wacker from 
Columbia, the co-chair of an important international group, BIBFRAME Interoperability Group 
(BIG), that is delving into interchange among various systems or even different implementations 
of the same system, indicated where their discussions are currently headed.  

Please click here for the recording of the presentation and use the following code to access the 
recording: 6!t*j!BO. 

Discussion on Library Discovery System, hosted by Library of Congress Policy, Training, and 
Cooperative Programs Division (PTCP) on behalf of BIG (BIBFRAME Interoperability Group), 
LD4, OCLC, and Share-VDE, February 2, 2023, 10:30 am – 12:30 pm (EST) 

Four existing discovery systems were presented: NYPL Research Catalog, a self-built, MARC-
based system (by Stephen Betts); Cornell’s Blacklight system (by Steven Folsom); LIBRIS, a 
Swedish national union catalogue, maintained by the National Library of Sweden (by Fredrick 
Klingwall); Work Share-VDE Discovery (by Filip Jakobsen). These four discovery systems were not 
selected based on their underlying data structures (MARC or BIBFRAME/Linked Data). PTCP 
selected four of the discovery systems that ranked either highest in an environmental scan and 
evaluation of existing discovery systems or offered user options that were unique and worth 
exploring in more depth. 

In the final Panel discussion led by Clara Liao from the Library of Congress, questions such as data 
structure vs. user benefit, using good quality data beyond libraries, data processing and retrieval 
in a user-friendly way etc. were ardently discussed.  

https://www.loc.gov/bibframe/news/bibframe-update-mw2023.html
https://loc.zoomgov.com/rec/share/FoQuYcp-Hz0j-kza0-n_OGcu9-4AtA83tf4G_7i5HZuqiEp758rTipnYzUzGQ2i7.B2cYAof2kdmmd3fQ
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Updated URIs in MARC page on WIkidata 

Several new source codes that can be used in the 024 of name authorities have been updated in 
the table at https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_URIs_in_MARC as well as a 
new row for MANTO, a linked data vocabulary for Greek mythology. 

Kress Scholarship Open for SEI 2023 Summer Online Workshop until February 27, 2023 

The 2023 Summer Educational Institute for Digital Stewardship of Visual Information (SEI) will be 
held online on June 12-16, 2023. This year, due to the reduced registration fee for the online 
workshop, the Samuel H. Kress Foundation is able to fund more scholarships than in previous 
years. The Scholarship application is due by February 27, 2023. Topics in the 2023 SEI program 
include copyright, digital resources, digital preservation, digital repositories, metadata and 
inclusive description/subjects for cultural heritage materials.   

Upcoming free webinar on inclusive metadata, hosted by ALA Core Metadata interest group, 
March 9, 2023, 11:00 am – 12:00 pm (EST) 

Two presentations will be provided in this webinar: one is titled Public-facing Statements on 
Harmful Language in Library and Archival Description: Recommendations for Implementation and 
the other is titled Words Matter: Supporting a Community Archive Through Inclusive Cataloging. 

The first presentation (by Katie Dunn and Samantha Garlock, from University of Wisconsin) will 
describe the characteristics of existing harmful language statements, and recommendations for 
libraries interested in creating their own statement. The second presentation (Elyse Fox and Lynn 
Drennan from California State University, Sacramento, and Pachia Vang from Culture Through 
Cloth) will discuss how they employed culturally aware and inclusive metadata practices to 
describe this collection, ensuring that descriptions demonstrated respect and care for the 
peoples and cultures represented. This included adhering to a multilingual approach to 
describing these digitized objects, creating descriptions and providing subject access in native 
and translated terms, and providing contextual information when necessary. 

The session is free but requires registration via ala-events.zoom.us.  

Call for Poster Proposal at the 2023 ALA Annual Conference & Exhibition, to be held in Chicago, 
June 22-27, 2023 

Poster Sessions provide an opportunity to share innovative library programs, research on 
emergent issues, strategic initiatives, such as those furthering equity, diversity, inclusion and 
accessibility, among many other topics. This year’s Poster Sessions include the following 
categories: The Collectors, Diversity Fair, The Educators, Global Solutions, Infrastructure, and 
Outreach and Engagement.  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.wikidata.org_wiki_Wikidata-3AWikiProject-5FURIs-5Fin-5FMARC&d=DwMFAw&c=WO-RGvefibhHBZq3fL85hQ&r=wsMmVDGMcGIyE3TaCDwhr4fiu-X5jX8-rBYzBm44TZ8&m=sHuMKu543gckkPmJ3LfooV4H66ZBCjPm9EQwyLDSZ-lqvknfIyinXazJGIcb4ia-&s=gVH_hHPvfNvUrmjFaMTf8K4aahehHq_wfQHU_HbuJSk&e=
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfRl0jWglajdCNUej05jt1mhB14tikbAScYHvPJeG4JDBMpYg/viewform
https://piano-fox-8fke.squarespace.com/schedule
https://ala-events.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwscOigqjwrE9K4o9J8z-mzFAePfPtUX-Sg
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The deadline to submit a poster proposal via abstractscorecard.com (EventKey=WKWVNNRC) is 
Wednesday, March 15, 2023. Following a review and selection process, applicants will be notified 
in April whether their submission has been accepted for ALA Annual.  

 

Call for CAPC Members and Associate Members 
 

OLAC’s Cataloging Policy Committee (CAPC) is seeking applicants for full member and associate 
member positions with terms beginning July 2023. Members serve two-year terms with 
possibility of reappointment to a second two-year term. Associate members serve one-year 
terms with possibility of reappointment to a second one-year term. 

CAPC is also seeking a new junior co-chair to serve alongside the incoming senior co-chair. Co-
chairs shall be appointed by the Executive Board for a two-year term with the possibility of 
reappointment.  

Member qualifications are as follows: 
• Three years of current audiovisual cataloging experience or the equivalent  
• Membership in OLAC  
• Evidence of regular interaction with online cataloging systems or demonstrable 

knowledge of such systems.  
• CAPC business is conducted during winter and summer membership meetings and 

electronically between meetings.  

Associate member qualifications are as follows: 
• An interest in AV cataloging and the willingness to assist with CAPC projects. 

Additional responsibilities of the CAPC junior co-chair are as follows: 
• CAPC chair or co-chairs set(s) the agenda of the Committee, appoint(s) task force chairs, 

oversee(s) the progress of task forces, and are responsible for presiding over the meetings 
of the Cataloging Policy Committee.  

If you are interested in applying to be a CAPC member or associate member, please send a letter 
detailing your qualifications and your resume via e-mail to CAPC co-Chairs Sarah Hovde 
(shovde@umd.edu) and Alex Whelan (ajw9744@nyu.edu) by April 1, 2023. Please mention in 
your application if you are interested in being considered for the CAPC chair or co-chair. Feel free 
to contact either of us with any questions you may have. Applications will be reviewed by CAPC 
co-chairs throughout April and approved by the OLAC Board in early May. All applicants will be 
notified of the Board’s decisions. 

  

https://www.abstractscorecard.com/cfp/submit/login.asp?EventKey=WKWVNNRC
mailto:shovde@umd.edu
mailto:ajw9744@nyu.edu
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All in a Day’s Work: “Full Circle: From Media Cataloging Onward, 
Then Back Again” 

Diana Simpson, Catalog Librarian, University of Southern Mississippi 

As soon as I began pursuing a career in libraries, I knew I wanted to be a cataloger. I came from 
an early career experience in K-12 education and would have been well-suited for a career as a 
children’s librarian. But somehow I knew that technical services, and specifically cataloging, was 
my calling. My first technical services work experience was as a practicum student correcting 
database links in government document records (a human link checker, if I remember correctly!) 
and though that was satisfying, I was really itching to catalog something. Luckily, I got a chance 
while still a student, landing a temporary cataloging position at a public library. I remember my 
interview test was to catalog a book on a blank sheet of paper – no MARC record template – and 
how thrilling it was to hear I had passed! 

My first full-time cataloging job was at an academic library, where I was the nonprint formats 
cataloger. It was a dream job. I cataloged DVDs of films purchased for the film studies program. 
A film lover myself, I was in heaven. And I found media cataloging to be interesting and satisfying. 
How can I adequately describe an obscure art film from the 1970s and make it discoverable in 
the catalog? What subject headings do I need? Along with films on DVD (and the occasional VHS 
or 16mm reel) I cataloged microformats and a few other nonprint items. This was when I first 
became a member of OLAC and attended a few conferences, which were among my favorite 
events to attend. I found it to be a great opportunity for networking and learning amongst others 
doing a similar job.   

Eventually as people retired and the department shrunk, I became a monographs cataloger and 
expanded into all manner of print items such as academic books, artist books (a memorable one 
involved a book created from a pair of shoes), some special collections print resources, and 
eventually even a few electronic resource projects. That foundational experience prepared me 
for my next job, back in a public library (DVDs, again, and more audiobooks than I’d ever done 
before), and then on to where I work now in another academic library. 

My current job at The University of Southern Mississippi is so interesting because I catalog almost 
exclusively special collections materials. Special Collections at University Libraries is the home of 
various collections, from university archives to rare books and historical manuscripts from many 
eras. Collections include 15th Century illuminated manuscripts, letters from the Civil War era, and 
documents from the Civil Rights movement. Special Collections also holds collections related to 
the history and culture of Mississippi and the South that includes oral histories and literature. 
Special Collections at USM is also the home of the de Grummond Children’s Literature Collection, 
a leading research center focusing on American and British children’s literature that holds 
manuscripts and works from more than 1.400 authors and illustrators. The de Grummond 

https://www.degrummond.org/
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Collection is home to the Ezra Jack Keats award in conjunction with the Keats Foundation, and 
co-sponsors the annual Fay B. Kaigler Children’s Book Festival with USM’s School of Library and 
Information Science. 

What I love most about being a cataloger is that the work is varied, and never boring. It’s 
fascinating to peek into history – exploring the past of not only so many topical subjects and eras, 
but the history of print publishing embodied in the print materials I catalog. In the short time I’ve 
been at USM I’ve cataloged a broad range of materials from early 20th Century children’s books, 
translations of Aesop’s Fables, unpublished novels, pulp fiction from the 1950s, local community 
cookbooks, 1970s accounts of a UFO encounter, to modern artist books folded into little mini 
accordions.  

One children’s book collection we are working on now has a lot of author and illustrator inscribed 
volumes. I wish I could add more to the records about how whimsical some of the inscriptions 
are – the intricate little flourishes and drawings laid out under a signature are seen only when 
the book is opened. Authors and illustrators may have signed hundreds of books that way, but 
each time I feel as though I am looking at a unique and personal note to the recipient of the book. 

Some special collections items have been more uncomfortable experiences to catalog, such as 
an 18th Century Bible with the inscribed names of enslaved children or a songbook published for 
Nazi youth. These items need to be described with care, and I have been thinking a lot lately 
about how I can keep critical cataloging principles in mind and make ethical choices in the record 
descriptions I create. I do try to work on older records containing offensive descriptions and 
subject headings as I come across them, and I think a lot about the great work others have done 
lately on reparative metadata projects, contemplating ways I can incorporate and standardize 
more of that work into our department workflows. 

I have been sharpening my skills at cataloging resource types such as periodicals, ephemera, artist 
books, and realia, all of which I have had more opportunity to do in my current job. I have 
cataloged a Braille magazine, set of 1950s paper dolls, Victorian greeting cards, prints by a French 
children’s book illustrator, a map of Civil War battlefields, a memorable 1960s artist book meant 
to be shuffled and read like a deck of cards, and newsletters from student groups and Mississippi 
economic cooperatives during the Civil Rights movement.  

One interesting collection acquired by special collections this year was a collection of women’s 
health ephemera. Most were early 20th Century advertisements and pamphlets touting the latest 
cure for ailments specific to women. One item that arrived with this collection was a small, 
diamond-shaped box with nothing inside but a scrap of cotton. It had no other identification 
other than “Dr. Pierre’s Hygeiaforms” and “Trade Mark Reg. U.S. Patent Off” printed on the lid in 
fancy script. I had no idea as to what the box once held, nor the date of its origin. My first thought 
was that the box had been a container for an early product specifically for women. This led me 
down a road of investigation about the Dr. Pierre Chemical Company and the product 
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Hygeiaforms. I was lucky enough to find a record of a U.S. patent filed in 1929 that helped me 
date the box and describe the use of its contents. I learned the box had held medicinal tablets 
meant to be dissolved in water and used as an antiseptic rinse for various hygienic purposes. Not 
quite what I thought at first! What also helped in cataloging this item was that I had recently 
attended a great workshop on cataloging objects sponsored by the RBMS Bibliographic Standards 
Committee where presenters from the OLAC CPC Objects Best Practices Task Force cited their 
Best Practices for Cataloging Objects publication. I was able to put some of what I learned into 
practice right away.  

This is just one example of how complex cataloging can be sometimes, in that we must pull 
information for description not only from the item itself but often from supplemental sources to 
understand what an object “is” and place it in historical context. The end result is the addition of 
titles and keywords in a record description, along with subjects from a controlled vocabulary, 
that enable researchers to find the item in the collection and determine if it meets their research 
needs. I think there is a saying somewhere that every cataloger knows a little bit about a great 
deal of topics! 

The reason I say that I have come full circle is two-fold. Once again, a retirement means that we 
have lost our dedicated media and music cataloger, so now I will need to brush up on those skills 
and get back into cataloging more music and nonprint items. A first project will likely be 
cataloging music scores from Confederate imprints. Another reason I feel I’ve come full circle is 
that since our department has experienced several retirements and changes of personnel 
(including myself and a new department head, a former music cataloger) I am now in a position 
to train and mentor new catalogers just beginning their careers. We have hired one new 
cataloger and plan for one more. Our department has also begun to hire Graduate Assistant 
catalogers from the USM School of Library and Information Science. I’ve also been guest lecturing 
in a cataloging class and have spoken to groups of SLIS students about careers in technical 
services. I feel the energy and excitement about the work of cataloging from students new to the 
work who are eager to gain field experience. It really keeps me on my toes when I must answer 
questions about cataloging standards and classification schedules!  

One of the things I tell students and new catalogers is that we are always learning, no matter how 
long we’ve been in the profession. Each day brings new chances to increase our knowledge and 
skill sets, whether it be incorporating changes to a cataloging standard or practice, acquiring skill 
in cataloging a new resource type, or mastering an unfamiliar technology (MarcEdit, anyone?). 
One of my next personal frontiers is learning how to better manipulate metadata to make batch 
corrections and improvements, which is something that was always done by others at my 
previous jobs. When learning a new skill in the field I know I am not alone. There is a very strong 
cataloger community out there that is quite comforting. I can find a practitioner group tied to 
almost anything I want to learn, and most certainly there will be many offers of assistance and 
resources. I feel a real cohesiveness in the cataloger community, and I think that can be tied to a 



 
Page | 21 

goal that I think most catalogers share - that we are always working toward making metadata 
more inclusive and usable for researchers, and to accomplish that it has to be a group effort. As 
a transplanted Northerner, I’ve learned to say things as they say in Mississippi -- Thanks, Y’all! 
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Coming Soon! 

OLAC Cataloging Best Practices Guide for Use 
with the RDA Original Toolkit and MARC 21 

The OLAC CAPC Unified Best Practices Task Force has addressed all 
comments received during the review period and is performing a final 
check on the MARC 21 full record examples.  The completed guide will 
be sent to CAPC Co-Chairs Sarah Hovde and Alex Whelan for 
publication. Be on the lookout for an announcement via OLAC-L! 

https://www.degrummond.org/
https://marcedit.reeset.net/
https://cornerstone.lib.mnsu.edu/olac-publications/1/
https://lib.usm.edu/spcol/
https://www.digitalcollections.usm.edu/
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/wu.89048465041?urlappend=%3Bseq=325%3Bownerid=13510798892522221-337
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/wu.89048465041?urlappend=%3Bseq=325%3Bownerid=13510798892522221-337
https://www.usm.edu/
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2023 OLAC Officer Elections: Meet the Candidates 

Submitted by Kristi Bergland, OLAC President Emerita 

In April we will elect new officers to the OLAC Executive Board. All current OLAC personal 
members are eligible to vote. An online ballot will be sent to the email address on file with the 
OLAC Outreach/Advocacy & Membership Coordinator.  This year we will elect a new Vice 
President/President-Elect and a new Treasurer, with terms of office to begin at the conclusion of 
the 2023 Summer OLAC Membership Meeting. 

Candidate Bios 

Vice President/President-Elect 

Laura Kane McElfresh 
Cartographic Metadata Librarian 
University of Minnesota 

A cataloger and technical services librarian since 2002, Laura McElfresh is Cartographic Metadata 
Librarian/Assistant Librarian at the University of Minnesota Libraries. Prior to her January 2020 
arrival at UMN, she was Digital Initiatives Librarian at Texas A&M University – Galveston Campus. 
During her time at TAMUG, Laura was active in the Texas Digital Library consortium and in the 
Texas Library Association, chairing the TLA Digital Libraries Round Table and serving as a 
Councilor for the Metadata Round Table. Currently, she focuses her professional service on ALA’s 
Map and Geospatial Information Round Table (MAGIRT), the Big Ten Academic Alliance’s 
Geospatial Information Network consortium (BTAA-GIN), and of course OLAC! Laura has been an 
OLAC member since January 2020 and has served on the Executive Board as Newsletter Editor 
since July 2020. 

Treasurer 

Alex Whelan 
Metadata Strategist 
New York University Libraries 

Alex Whelan is the Metadata Strategist at New York University Libraries. His background is in 
time-based media metadata and moving image cataloging, including supervising a team of special 
formats / non-print catalogers. He also holds an adjunct faculty appointment teaching Metadata 
for Moving Image Collections in NYU's Tisch School for the Arts. Alex has been a member of OLAC 
since 2020 and has served as co-chair of the Cataloging & Policy Committee from 2020-2023. 
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In the Spotlight with… Jami Judge Almeida 

Lisa Romano, Column Editor 

Welcome to Jami Judge Almeida, who is a cataloger at the 
Library of Congress National Audio-Visual Conservation Center 
(NAVCC) in the Moving Image Section Metadata Management 
and Digital Content (MMDC) Unit and the LC representative to 
OLAC.  She is currently involved in several exciting projects.  As 
a BIBFRAME 2.0 pilot participant, Jami is testing the 
functionality of the BIBFRAME editor Marva and the BluRay DVD 
profile, assessing MARC-to-BIBFRAME and BIBFRAME-to-MARC 
conversion for moving image bibliographic records, and 
submitting interface improvement requests and bugs to 
Network Development and MARC Standards Office (NDMSO) staff.  For NAVCC’s future 
implementation of the Axiell collections management system, she is part of the user acceptance 
group testing of core record creation, inventory control and maintenance, user interfaces, and 
search.  

Jami describes the contributions she made to both BIBFRAME pilots as one of her most important 
achievements.  She is one of two Moving Image Section staff members who have been part of 
the BIBFRAME pilots since they began in 2015.   

I have advocated for the unique needs of the Moving Image Section and the challenges we 
face in cataloging diverse content on a variety of analog and digital formats.  As the moving 
image participant in the BIBFRAME editor 2.0 user interface redesign with contractor 
Samhæng in 2019, I helped shape how Marva looks and functions.  I hope my contributions 
have resulted overall in a more flexible and less monograph-centric BIBFRAME editor that 
better encompasses both commercially available and archival moving image materials.  

Plus, Jami is one of four catalogers working on an inclusive description cataloging project 
supporting the addition of dozens of films to the National Screening Room created by and starring 
African Americans, known as “race films” originally released between the end of World War I and 
the early 1950s.  This work involves extensive research both in creating bibliographic records, 
and establishing or enhancing name authorities for the historically underrepresented African 
American production and distribution companies, directors, actors, and performers who made 
these films.  In addition to these specialized projects, she also catalogs backlog Copyright 
Collection items on an ongoing basis. 

And what does she most enjoy about her job? 

https://www.loc.gov/collections/national-screening-room/about-this-collection/
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I encounter something new every day, whether it be a moving image work new to me, a 
new online or print resource to use for research, or new ways of thinking about information 
organization and retrieval during this time of major technological change in the library and 
archives field.  I also really enjoy how complex our collections items frequently are in relation 
to each other, and I look forward to having the ability to better highlight these relationships 
when we’re fully working in a linked data environment.  For example, NAVCC may have a 
movie, the movie’s trailer(s), different versions of the movie, outtakes and excerpts from 
the movie, an electronic press kit promoting the movie—all on a variety of different 
formats—as well as the movie’s promotional stills, screenplay, and soundtrack. 

In her work, Jami has found the most interesting items to be those that are largely unseen like 
home movies, unaired television pilots, and television episodes pulled from broadcast.  She lists 
“Film” as her favorite format to catalog because of the research that goes into making full level 
catalog records and name authorities for archival prints.  But Jami also really enjoys working with 
formats that can be processed with relative ease, especially when viewing is needed to resolve 
issues.  But what does she like the most about cataloging:  

Making collections materials discoverable, and the research that goes into making that 
discoverability possible.  Every moving image work I encounter in the course of doing my 
job, no matter what it is, could be something a user is interested in accessing.  I take that 
very seriously, especially considering how unique the Moving Image Section’s items 
acquired through copyright, purchase, and gift collections frequently are.   

In 2006, Jami first heard about OLAC when she searched online to see if an organization existed 
specifically for the cataloging of audiovisual materials.  She became LC Representative to OLAC 
in May 2022 and gave her first report in June 2022 during the CAPC meeting.  As LC 
Representative, Jami gives CAPC meeting attendees a comprehensive overview of what is 
happening at LC and NAVCC across several different divisions and sections.  

How did Jami start her career?  She had a few major influences that drew her to librarianship. 

The most compelling likely being that as a child I frequently wondered if there existed a 
place where you could find every television episode or newscast after it was broadcast! 
Jami’s first library job was a page at the Whitney Library in Las Vegas, Nevada.  It was a 
great first library job to have because shelving books was the perfect way to memorize 
Library of Congress Classification, and that helped me later on when I worked as a reference 
assistant.   

When Jami started her freshman year at University of Nevada Las Vegas (UNLV), the Lied Library 
had just opened.   
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It was such a beautiful facility with innovative technology and a special collections that 
really celebrated the unique history of Las Vegas and the diversity of its residents and their 
occupations.  My entire life I have loved libraries and the services they provide for their 
communities, so becoming a librarian was entirely intentional.  

Jami became a moving image librarian because it combined her interest in information 
organization and research with her love of film and television.  However, when she started 
working for the NAVCC’s Moving Image Section in 2009 as a processing technician, Jami had no 
prior film handling experience.  Even though her minor from the UNLV was in film studies and 
she interned at CNN's Washington, D.C. bureau library (which was primarily a video library at the 
time), Jami’s employment background was in public libraries without film collections.   

I responded to this challenge by learning from my exceedingly knowledgeable coworkers, 
getting hands-on experience through shared film collections processing, and using a variety 
of print and online sources to augment my on-the-job training. 

And when asked if she had one piece of advice for new librarians what it would be, Jami 
responded: 

My one piece of advice is to find mentors.  Seek out the people both within and outside your 
institution who are happy to share their knowledge with you, who are supportive of your 
ideas, and who encourage your career growth. 
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News from OCLC 

Compiled by Jay Weitz 

OCLC Products and Services Release Notes 

Find the most current release notes for many OCLC products and 
services as well as links to data updates and to dynamic collection lists 
at https://help.oclc.org/Librarian_Toolbox/Release_notes.  Included are CONTENTdm, EZproxy, 
Tipasa, WorldCat Discovery, WorldCat Knowledge Base, WorldCat Matching, WorldCat 
Validation, WorldShare Acquisitions, WorldShare Circulation, WorldShare Collection Evaluation, 
WorldShare Collection Manager, WorldShare Interlibrary Loan, WorldShare License Manager, 
WorldShare Record Manager, and WorldShare Reports. 

WorldCat, Cataloging, and Metadata 

WorldCat Validation Installation, January 26, 2023 

On January 26, 2023, OCLC installed changes to WorldCat Validation, including the following new 
features and enhancements: 

• OCLC-MARC Validations of New MARC Codes Announced September 2022-January 24,
2023

• Conversion of MARC Codes for LC Children’s Cataloging
• MARC 21 Bibliographic Update No. 35 (Announced December 2022)
• MARC 21 Authority Update No. 35 (Announced December 2022) to the Validation Rule

Set that Includes All Valid Elements of MARC 21 Authority Format. These changes apply
only to the OCLC-MARC Authority validation rule set that includes all valid elements of
MARC 21 Authority Format. Name Authority Cooperative (NACO) participants cannot
use these authority format changes in the LC/NACO Authority File at this time. The
Library of Congress and OCLC will announce the implementation of these elements for
use in name and subject authority records in the LC/NACO Authority File at a future
date.

• MARC 21 Holdings Update No. 35 (Announced December 2022)
• Nonfiling Indicators in Preferred Title Fields in Non-English Language of Cataloging

Records
• Family Names in LC Authorities

It is gratifying to report that there were no bug fixes needed for this WorldCat Validation release. 
These features and enhancements are the result of announcements of new MARC elements and 
codes by the Library of Congress as well as feedback and requests from members of the OCLC 
cooperative. Please note that any remaining conversions of codes lcac and lcshac to cyac (or in 

https://help.oclc.org/Librarian_Toolbox/Release_notes
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6XX fields to Second Indicator value 1) and of code embuscglg to buscem will be accomplished 
as quickly as we can manage. See the WorldCat Validation Release Notes, January 2023 at 
oc.lc/validation-release-notes for more details of the changes. 

WorldShare Record Manager Installation, February 2023 

The February 13, 2023, release of WorldShare Record Manager provides the following bug fixes: 
• Local Holdings Record (LHR) Text View Editor (also Copy/Items view editor in Circulation

and Acquisitions)
• MARC 21 Bibliographic Record Editor
• Label printing
• LHR Change History
• Simplified Cataloging role
• Record creation

Full details are available in the WorldShare Record Manager Release Notes, February 2023. 

Virtual AskQC Office Hours Through June 2023 

We continue to present Virtual AskQC office hours in most months, offering each monthly session 
twice.  We began a new set of topics starting in February 2023.  See oc.lc/askqc for topics, 
registration, and recordings of past office hours.  Through June 2023, the remaining planned 
sessions are: 

• March: Languages, Non-Latin Scripts, and Mysterious MARC 880 fields
• April: Data and algorithms and bibs, oh my
• May: What's in a name?: Descriptive access points overview
• June: Cataloging Rare Materials Defensively

Join us either at 10 a.m. Eastern on Tuesday, March 14, or 4 p.m. Eastern on Thursday, March 23 
(or both) for our tips on the cataloging of non-English language materials, including the handling 
of non-Latin scripts and those mysterious MARC 880 fields. 

Discovery and Reference Services 

WorldCat Discovery Installation on February 22, 2023 

The February 22, 2023, installation of WorldCat Discovery includes the following enhancements 
as well as several bug fixes: 

• Find the right item with enhanced availability table sorting (WMS libraries only)
• Place WorldShare ILL requests for items without an OCLC number
• Use a blank ILL form to place requests without finding an item

https://help.oclc.org/Metadata_Services/WorldShare_Record_Manager/WorldCat_Validation_release_notes_and_known_issues/2023_release_notes/100WorldCat_Validation_release_notes_January_2023
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/hMDrCyPzO9h6XjqYiQDSwY?domain=help.oclc.org
https://help.oclc.org/Metadata_Services/WorldShare_Record_Manager/Release_notes_and_known_issues/2023_release_notes/100WorldShare_Record_Manager_release_notes_February_2023
http://oc.lc/askqc
https://oclcwebinar.webex.com/weblink/register/r1c0e7c7f8b6a54ba439fb755bf1a1f73
https://oclcwebinar.webex.com/weblink/register/rbd41628cb922d99152c2fd7b122f79e4
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Full details are available in the WorldCat Discovery Release Notes, February 2023. 

Harm Reduction in WorldCat Discovery 

As part of OCLC’s WorldCat Discovery Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion initiative, WorldCat 
Discovery institutions can now use a universal template that re-maps subject headings to hide 
sensitive language, leading to a more inclusive search experience.  “Create locally preferred 
subjects for display and search expansion” offers step-by-step instructions to display locally-
chosen alternate subject headings instead of those you locally deem to be problematic.  This does 
not change the local bibliographic data or the WorldCat record itself, just the subject display in 
your institution’s user interface.  In this initial phase, the replacement subject displays the first 
term it matches.  A future second phase will enable institutions to build on their work and define 
local search expansions to support locally preferred subjects. 

Arabization of WorldCat Discovery 

OCLC has created an Arabic interface to WorldCat Discovery. It is available to anyone who uses 
WMS. This enables searching using Arabic in the title index, the author index, and the 
corporate/conference name index, among others. One can search it live at the American 
University of Kuwait Library (https://auk.on.worldcat.org/discovery) where one may switch to an 
Arabic interface. This developed quickly, so documentation and information on OCLC’s website 
is still in process. Look for more information on this later in 2023. 

Resource Sharing Services 

My Account Installation on February 16, 2023 

The February 16, 2023, installation of My Account provides enhancements and bug fixes for 
libraries with Tipasa to help you offer an improved experience for your library users, including: 

• Provide an improved user experience for submitting interlibrary loan requests.

Full details are in the My Account Release Notes, February 2023. 

Management Services 

OCLC’s Capira Library Services Recognized with 2023 Modern Library Awards 

OCLC’s Capira library services—CapiraMobile, LendingKey, and MuseumKey—have received 
platinum and gold awards in LibraryWorks’ ninth annual Modern Library Awards. CapiraMobile, 
a gold Modern Library Award (MLA) winner, makes it possible for users to interact with their 
library through their mobile phones. The customizable app lets users engage with their library 

https://help.oclc.org/Discovery_and_Reference/WorldCat_Discovery/Release_notes/2023_release_notes/100WorldCat_Discovery_release_notes_February_2023
https://help.oclc.org/Discovery_and_Reference/WorldCat_Discovery
https://help.oclc.org/Discovery_and_Reference/WorldCat_Discovery/Display_local_data/Create_locally_preferred_subjects_for_display_and_search_expansion?_ga=2.99231838.132383653.1668298719-1209668441.1644497586
https://help.oclc.org/Discovery_and_Reference/WorldCat_Discovery/Display_local_data/Create_locally_preferred_subjects_for_display_and_search_expansion?_ga=2.99231838.132383653.1668298719-1209668441.1644497586
https://auk.on.worldcat.org/discovery
https://help.oclc.org/Resource_Sharing/Tipasa/Release_notes_and_known_issues/My_Account_release_notes_and_known_issues/2023_release_notes/100My_Account_release_notes_February_2023
https://www.oclc.org/en/capira/capiramobile.html
https://www.oclc.org/en/capira/reservations.html
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and learn about events, services, and resources conveniently through their phones. Libraries can 
send push and account-level notifications about new programs and promotions, allow users to 
search the catalog, and support self-checkout and digital library cards through CapiraMobile. 
MuseumKey, a platinum MLA winner, allows libraries to simplify museum pass reservations 
through a library's website and lets users browse a responsive calendar by museum or by date. 
And LendingKey received a gold MLA as a premier Library of Things reservation and management 
solution that gets a library’s non-book items—like a camera, or a croquet set—into users’ hands. 
The MLAs were created to recognize the top products and services in the library industry in a 
truly unbiased format. Products and services were submitted in the fall of 2022 using a simple 
application, and then were posted on a private site with an enhanced description and attendant 
materials. These products were batched into small groups and sent to the LibraryWorks database 
of more than 80,000 librarians at public, K-12, academic, and special libraries. Only customers 
with experience with these products/services in their facilities were permitted to judge the 
products/services, resulting in a truly unbiased score. Each judge scored the product on a numeric 
basis from 1-10 on a series of questions regarding functionality, value, customer service, etc. Find 
more about Capira products and services on the OCLC website. 

WorldShare Acquisitions Installation on February 2, 2023 

The February 2, 2023, release of WorldShare Acquisitions provides five new features and 
enhancements in addition to numerous bug fixes.  These features will help you manage more 
complex workflows, including: 

• Disabling a fund for all uses 
• Transfer details for budgeted amount history 
• Changing the resource for multiple one-time order items 
• Improved secondary matching process for print books 
• Increased number of rows on budget page 

Full details can be found in the WorldShare Acquisitions Release Notes, February 2023. 

WorldShare Circulation Installation on January 29, 2023 

The January 29, 2023, release of WorldShare Circulation provides these new features and 
enhancements: 

• View Loan Policy on checkouts table in Circulation 
• Choose to include long overdue items in a user's list of current loans in My Account, SIP2, 

etc. 
• Manage your library's override credentials in OCLC Service Configuration 
• Manage your retention history settings in an improved interface 
• Bug fixes and performance improvements 

Full details can be found in the WorldShare Circulation Release Notes, January 2023. 

https://www.oclc.org/en/capira.html
https://help.oclc.org/Library_Management/WorldShare_Acquisitions/Release_notes_and_known_issues/2023_release_notes/100WorldShare_Acquisitions_Release_Notes_February_2023
https://help.oclc.org/Library_Management/WorldShare_Circulation/Release_notes_and_known_issues/2023_release_notes/100WorldShare_Circulation_release_notes_January_2023
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WorldShare License Manager Installation, February 2023 

The February 25, 2023, release of WorldShare License Manager release includes database 
changes necessary for upcoming enhancements: 

• The Bulk Change Terms of Use button has been moved within a new Bulk Actions menu.
Use the checkboxes on the table to select which licenses to include in the Bulk Change
Terms of Use. You can see how many licenses will be included in the bulk change in the
parenthesis.

• The current Export button has been retired. The Export function can now be accessed
beneath the Bulk Actions menu. At this time, the export will trigger a download of all
licenses in the table, regardless of checkbox selections. We are planning to improve this
in the future. You will see a count of how many licenses will be included in the export in
the parenthesis. Larger exports may result in a timeout based on the amount of data they
contain. If you experience this, please narrow your license search and export a smaller
set.

• The Filters have a slightly new design, and the reset button has been moved within the
filters.

In addition, the bug that the Public Notes Template did not populate for custom terms set to 
“Silent” has been fixed.  Full details of the release can be found in the WorldShare License 
Manager Release Notes, February 2023. 

OCLC Research 

Using Data to Identify Library Collaboration Opportunities 

Sustaining Art Research Collections:  Using Data to Explore Collaboration is a new report from 
OCLC Research that explores collaboration opportunities between art, academic, and 
independent research libraries.  This report models how quantitative analysis of library collection 
and resource sharing data could be used as evidence to support decision-making about 
partnership opportunities.  The findings are intended to help support art libraries and their 
leaders in the ongoing stewardship and availability of art research resources.  As art and 
independent research libraries face challenges from an evolving environment, repercussions 
from the COVID-19 pandemic, and static or diminishing resources, finding sustainable pathways 
forward becomes an increasing priority.  Collaboration is an important option for art research 
collections in achieving long-term sustainability.  The findings of this research underscore how 
collective collections and a diverse library resource sharing network create a richer ecosystem to 
support users, and models analytic efforts that can be used for decision making by a broad range 
of libraries.  Read the free report at https://oc.lc/sustaining-art-research.  This report is an 
outcome from the Operationalizing the Art Research Collective Collection project, which is 
supported through a grant by the Samuel H. Kress Foundation with significant co-investment 

https://help.oclc.org/Library_Management/WorldShare_License_Manager/Release_notes_and_known_issues/2023_release_notes/100WorldShare_License_Manager_release_notes_February_2023
https://help.oclc.org/Library_Management/WorldShare_License_Manager/Release_notes_and_known_issues/2023_release_notes/100WorldShare_License_Manager_release_notes_February_2023
https://www.oclc.org/research/publications/2023/sustaining-art-research/sustaining-art-research-collections.html
https://oc.lc/sustaining-art-research
https://www.oclc.org/research/areas/library-collaboration-research/art-research-collective-collection.html
https://www.kressfoundation.org/
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from OCLC.  OCLC Research reports are a community resource to advance library thinking and 
promote discussion. They are freely available to all to read, download, and share. 

 

OLAC Cataloger’s Judgment: Questions and Answers 

Jay Weitz, Column Editor 

Unified Subfield Theory 
Question: The OLAC Unified Best Practices Task Force discussed coding for field 007 subfield $h 
for streaming video and recommended using code "z" as BFAS instructs. The Streaming Media 
Guide recommended coding field 007 subfield $h "u" for streaming video and most WorldCat 
records currently reflect this recommendation. The opinion of the Streaming Media Task Force 
was that "z" implies there is a physical dimension aspect to streaming video when the concept 
doesn't apply. The Unified BPTF has the opposite perspective, thinking that "u" implies a physical 
dimension. Since there is no "n" code for the Videorecording 007 subfield $h, do you know if the 
"z" was an attempt to get around the fact that streaming videos don't have dimensions? More 
importantly, what do you think about OLAC's forthcoming recommendation to code the Video 
007 subfield $h "z" for streaming video? There is the issue of all the WorldCat records currently 
coded "u." 

Answer: It would really be nice if the Videorecording 007/07 (subfield $h) included code “n” for 
“not applicable,” as you say, but that’s not an option. By their very definition, the fields 007 were 
designed as “Physical Description Fixed Field” and have never been systematically refigured to 
fully accommodate streaming media that do not possess traditional physicality in the ways that 
tangible discs or cassettes do. As I read them, the definitions of both values “u” (Unknown) and 
“z” (Other) imply that there is a measurable width. In the case of “u”, there is a width, but we 
don’t know what it is. In the case of “z”, there is a width but it is not one of the six widths for 
which there is an existing code (nor perhaps the seventh of “unknown”). In that sense, it’s 
debatable as to which code is more sensible for streaming media. Both are logically incorrect, but 
is one less illogical, less wrong? If we listen to the definition of the element “Dimension,” it says 
“If no code exactly matches, code z is used.” If we say that because there is no width to streaming 
media, we cannot know what that width is, that argues for code “u”. There is no good answer. 
One way to handle this in the Unified Beat Practices is to briefly present both cases and leave it 
up to catalogers to decide. That sort of defeats the purpose of a best practice, I guess. Maybe in 
this instance, siding with the majority use of “u” reflects a default best practice. Many of the 
relatively recent 34X fields can be seen as long-term replacements for fields 007, so perhaps the 
coding of this particular element doesn’t matter much anymore. As I recall from WorldCat 
matching, the “unknown,” “not applicable,” and “other” codes in fields 007 tend to be 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/OCJoC5yMERsRW0pPIzAHuv?domain=oclc.org


 
Page | 32 

disregarded as not helpful to match or to differentiate. This is not an answer, I know, but is it 
helpful at all? 

Reign Dates 
Question:  I've seen a couple of records for sound recordings now that have a ℗ date in field 260 
subfield $c, but a © date in field 264. I can't tell if: 

1) somewhere along the line, field 264 subfield $c with a © date was added by someone 
who was unaware that the ℗ date reigns in sound recording cataloging, 

2) somewhere along the line, field 264 subfield $c with a © date was added to an AACR2 
record in an attempt at half-RDA by someone who was unaware that the ℗ date reigns in 
sound recording cataloging, or 

3) there is an automated overnight process with an effort to add field 264 subfield $c for 
anything that has field 260 subfield $c with a © or ℗ date but is missing the line of code 
that maintains whether it is a © or ℗ in the output. 

The example I’m looking at is OCLC #34533230. 

Answer:  First allow me to assure you that there is no automated overnight process (or any other 
process, such as our QC macro, as far as I can determine) that tries to manipulate subfield $c in 
either field 260 or 264 in the ways that you fear. A “c” that precedes a date will be converted to 
©, and a “p” to ℗, but that appears to be the extent of our automated fiddling with fields 260/264 
subfield $c. (For instance, no automated process will convert a “p” or “c” date in either field 260 
or 264 to anything else in either an AACR2 or RDA record.) Looking in our Journal History at your 
example record, I find that the current field 264 was added manually by an institution that shall 
remain nameless back in August 2018, without change to field 260. The earliest iteration of that 
record remaining in Journal History dates from March 2011, at which time field 260 subfield $c 
contained “p1996,” there was no field 264, and the current field 518 was present. By my readings 
of both the Original RDA Toolkit and the Official RDA Toolkit with associated LC-PCC Policy 
Statements and MLA Best Practices, if your example had been an RDA record, the first field 
260/264 subfield $c would have been “[1996].” A second field 264 could have been omitted all 
together, contained only “℗1996” in subfield $c, or contained both “℗1996” and “©1996” in 
separate subfields $c, among various other options. Your example record is coded as AACR2. 
According to the “PCC Guidelines for the 264 Field” (.doc format), “260 and 264 fields may co-
exist in pre-RDA records and RDA records created before implementation of 264.” Field 264 was 
defined in MARC 21 in 2011. The example record was originally created in 1996, even if we can’t 
see what it looked like earlier than 2011. But depending upon how strictly one reads the PCC 
guidelines, the current configuration of fields 260 and 264 may even be marginally acceptable in 
a pre-RDA record. As I read the guidelines under “Subfield $c,” “multiple statements for different 
functions” refers to the “functions” defined in field 264 Second Indicator. Stretch that just a bit, 
and the “different functions” might be read to include both a phonogram copyright date (℗) for 

http://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/documents/264-Guidelines.doc
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the recorded sound and a “standard” copyright date (©) that covers elements other than the 
recorded sound. My own take is that in a pre-RDA record, a “General note used in lieu of repeated 
[260/]264 fields” would probably be preferable if both copyright dates were deemed to be worth 
recording. 

Conference Reports from the ALA 2023 Midwinter Meeting 

Jan Mayo, Column Editor 

MARC Advisory Committee (MAC) Report 
submitted by Yoko Kudo 

MAC met virtually on January 31-February 2, 2023 with four proposals and four discussion papers 
on the agenda. All four proposals passed, three with amendments. Out of four discussion papers, 
two will be converted to fast-track proposals, one will come back as a proposal to be considered 
at the 2023 Annual meeting, and one will possibly return as a revised discussion paper. 

The meeting agenda and the links to the full text of the papers are available on the MAC website 
at https://www.loc.gov/marc/mac/mw2023_age.html 

There have been no fast-track proposals since the 2022 Annual meeting. 

PROPOSAL NO. 2023-01: Defining a New Field to Record Electronic Archive Location and Access 
in the MARC 21 Formats 

Results: Approved with amendments 

The proposal builds on the results of the discussion paper 2022-DP06 and would define a new 
field (857) to accommodate location and access information related to digital repositories and 
web archives. MAC was generally supportive of defining the field. However, multiple members 
and communities expressed concerns about the definition and intended use cases of subfield d 
(Archived content date range) and subfield f (Archive completeness). To clarify the definition and 
help proper application of the subfields, MAC recommended revising the label of subfield d to 
“Date Range of Archive Material,” as well as using the word “frequency” in the description for 
subfield f. The proposal passed with amendments as recommended.  

PROPOSAL NO. 2023-02: Adding Subfield $3 to Field 041 in the MARC 21 Bibliographic Format 

Results: Approved 

https://www.loc.gov/marc/mac/mw2023_age.html
https://www.loc.gov/marc/mac/2023/2023-01.html
https://www.loc.gov/marc/mac/2022/2022-dp06.html
https://www.loc.gov/marc/mac/2023/2023-02.html
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MLA and OLAC co-submitted this proposal. It would add subfield 3 to field 041, which would allow 
catalogers to clearly indicate a connection between language data and parts of the resource 
described. Per the request from MAC during the discussion on 2022-DP07, non-audiovisual 
examples were provided in the proposal. Concerns from MAC included how to apply subfield 3 
in a situation where multiple parts had the same language information and potential data 
redundancy due to overlap with field 546. However, it was agreed that all the concerns were 
minor and should be addressed in communities’ best practice recommendations rather than the 
MARC documentation.    

PROPOSAL NO. 2023-03: Adding Subfields $0, $1, $2, and $5 to Fields 720 and 653 in the MARC 
21 Bibliographic Format 

Results: Approved with amendments 

The proposal would define several new subfields for fields 720 and 653, namely, 0, 1, 2, and 5. 
Subfields 0 and 1 would give the two fields the ability to associate an uncontrolled/unauthorized 
name or term with an identifier or URI from non-traditional library sources such as Wikidata and 
ISNI. Subfield 2 would indicate the source of identifiers recorded in subfield 0. Subfield 2 was 
included in the proposal based on MAC’s recommendation during the discussion of 2022-DP08; 
however, the authors of the proposal expressed reservations about the addition because the way 
the subfield would be used would deviate from its original purpose, i.e., to identify the vocabulary 
from which the term is selected in subfield a. MAC discussed the issue and concluded that 
subfield 2 would neither be appropriate nor necessary in this context since the source of 
identifiers should appear in parentheses in subfield 0. Subfield 5 would be used when an 
institution wishes to designate the field as local. The proposal passed with recommended 
amendments. 

PROPOSAL NO. 2023-04: Defining a Field for Ownership and Custodial History in Structured Form 
in the MARC 21 Formats 

Results: Approved with amendments 

This proposal would define a new field (361) to provide a way to record structured item-specific 
ownership and custodial history information associated with controlled/authorized terms. Per 
the recommendation from MAC during the discussion paper stage (2022-DP09), the proposed 
new field was renamed to ownership and custodial history from provenance information. While 
MAC and pre-meeting community comments were overall supportive of defining the field, many 
of them also raised quite a few concerns, which include the following: 

• First indicator: The indicator values are based on a German local vocabulary and may not 
be shared in non-German regions/communities. 

https://www.loc.gov/marc/mac/2022/2022-dp07.html
https://www.loc.gov/marc/mac/2023/2023-03.html
https://www.loc.gov/marc/mac/2022/2022-dp08.html
https://www.loc.gov/marc/mac/2023/2023-04.html
https://www.loc.gov/marc/mac/2022/2022-dp09.html
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• Second indicator: The indicator values were taken from the RDA's accrual method 
vocabulary, but the definition and intended use case are unclear, especially in relation to 
the first indicator. It is also concerning that no examples are provided. 

• Subfields 0 and 1: It will be problematic to try to associate multiple subfields 0 and 1 with 
corresponding entities in subfields a and f within a single field. Relying on the 
order/positioning of the subfields would be unreliable and not recommended (as stated 
by the PCC's linked data best practices report).  

• Subfields s and y: the values would overlap with field 852 and may cause data 
redundancy.  

In response to these concerns, the authors of the proposal submitted the following revisions on 
the next day: 

• The first indicator function would be moved to a new subfield, allowing an institution to 
use a vocabulary of its choice. The vacated first indicator would be used to match that of 
field 541. 

• The second indicator function would be abandoned. How to accommodate the RDA 
accrual method vocabulary in MARC format will be deferred to future efforts. 

No change would be made to subfields s and y. It would be up to institutions to use those 
subfields along with field 852. Regarding the issue of multiple subfields 0 and 1, the authors 
argued that it would be resolved by using subfield 7. The proposal passed with amendments. 

DISCUSSION PAPER NO. 2023-DP01: Defining a New Subfield in Field 264 to Record an 
Unsubfielded Statement in the MARC 21 Bibliographic Format 

Results: May return as a revised discussion paper 

This is a revised version of the discussion paper 2022-DP10. It proposes creating a new subfield 
(s) in field 264 to record and store an unparsed single publication, distribution, etc., statement. 
In response to the questions raised during the discussion of 2022-DP10, the paper more fully 
articulates the challenges in BIBFRAME-MARC conversion and how unparsed data would help 
resolve the issues. Still, MAC did not support defining the new subfield. Many members and 
communities voiced strong concerns about the mixed uses of parsed and unparsed data within 
the field, possible data loss, and its downstream impacts on search indexes in public-facing 
catalogs as well as back-end management systems. The overall consensus of MAC was that the 
BIBFRAME conversion issues should be resolved by using another field or, more ideally, by making 
BIBFRAME more granular, i.e., dividing the provisionActivity property into three, one each for 
place, agent, and date. The paper may return as another discussion paper.            

DISCUSSION PAPER NO. 2023-DP02: Adding Subfields $0 and $1 to Field 658 of the MARC 21 
Bibliographic Format 

https://www.loc.gov/marc/mac/2023/2023-dp01.html
https://www.loc.gov/marc/mac/2022/2022-dp10.html
https://www.loc.gov/marc/mac/2022/2022-dp10.html
https://www.loc.gov/marc/mac/2023/2023-dp02.html
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Results: Proceed as a fast-track proposal 

The discussion paper seeks to add subfields 0 and 1 to field 658, which would allow the field to 
associate a curriculum objective subject term/code with an identifier or URI. Subfields 0 and 1 
have already been added to many other subject access fields, and MAC agreed that the same 
should be done to field 658 without further discussion.   

DISCUSSION PAPER NO. 2023-DP03: Renaming and Redefining Field 368 Subfield $d in the MARC 
21 Authority Format 

Results: Proceed as a fast-track proposal 

The discussion paper discusses the need to expand the scope of subfield d (Title of person) in 
field 368 of the authority format. Currently the subfield allows only royal and religious titles 
following the RDA’s original narrow definition. The RDA’s definition has been expanded since 
then. MAC unanimously agreed that subfield d should be updated to align with RDA’s new scope 
and renamed accordingly.       

DISCUSSION PAPER NO. 2023-DP04: Attributes of Family in the MARC 21 Authority Format 
Results: Return as a proposal 

The discussion paper explores a way to accommodate characteristics of families that are 
currently not defined in any field and/or subfields. Specifically, the paper presented two options 
for recording address of family, field of activity of family, and occupation of family: 

• Option 1: Add a new subfield (d) in field 376 (Family information) 
• Option 2: Expand the scope of field 368 (Other attributes of person and corporate body) 

There was general support for defining a way to record address of family. MAC acknowledged 
the privacy issues associated with the attribute, which should be addressed in communities’ best 
practice recommendations. A few MAC members questioned whether field activity and 
occupation would be appropriate as family attributes, as it would be rare for all family members 
to have the same occupation. A discussion ensued, and MAC decided it would be useful to record 
an activity or profession for which a family was known for generations. A straw poll was held on 
which option should be selected for the newly defined family attributes, and the result showed 
a preference for Option 1 of using field 376.  

Other Business: 

The 2023 Annual meeting will be held virtually. It will be a two-day meeting (three-hour session 
each day) on a Wednesday and Thursday following ALA Annual. 

https://www.loc.gov/marc/mac/2023/2023-dp03.html
https://www.loc.gov/marc/mac/2023/2023-dp04.html
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Committee on Cataloging: Description and Access (CC:DA) 
submitted by Sarah Hovde for Kelley McGrath 

The Committee on Cataloging: Description and Access (CC:DA) met virtually on Monday, February 
6, and Friday, February 10. CC:DA is starting to regroup after several years on semi-hiatus due to 
the Core transition and the COVID-19 pandemic. The group is currently chaired by Amanda 
Sprochi, with Amanda Ros as past chair. As part of the dual transition from ALCTS to Core, and to 
ALA Connect as the main online community for ALA groups, CC:DA leadership is working to 
transfer its materials into the CC:DA Connect space and is evaluating its use of an external blog. 
During this process, information on the blog, including the group roster, is currently out-of-date.  

John Myers, the MARC Advisory Committee (MAC) liaison, gave a report on MAC's recent 
activities, including their virtual meeting the previous week (January 31-February 2). For more 
information, see Yoko Kudo’s MAC report above. John’s full MAC report can be accessed on ALA 
Connect, and a recording of the full MAC meeting is available here. 

The Library of Congress report was given by LC liaison Melanie Polutta. She reported on turnover 
within the Policy, Training, and Cooperative Programs (PTCP) division, including several 
retirements and several new employees who are being onboarded. PTCP is continuing to make 
updates to LC policy statements and metadata guidance documentation; PTCP documentation 
currently included in the RDA Toolkit's community resources will likely be moved outside the 
Toolkit to allow for updates outside the Toolkit's update cycles. The timeline for LC's 
implementation of the Official RDA Toolkit is still no earlier than June 2023; this may be affected 
by their implementation of a new Library Collections Access Platform (LCAP), powered by FOLIO, 
which was announced in September 2022. 

SACO editorial meetings will now be held on the third Friday of each month at 11:00 am ET; see 
schedule and registration information. PTCP has been working with the OLAC-CAPC Video Game 
Titles Task Force to update headings related to video games; the headings Computer games, 
Electronic games, and Internet games have been canceled and made Use for (UF) references to 
Video games, and PTCP is working to update related headings. The heading "Manga" was 
approved for usage in both LCSH and LCGFT. PTCP is exploring the possibility of eliminating the 
usage of the subdivision $v Drama for audiovisual materials, but no decision has been made
yet. The change from "Slaves" to "Enslaved persons" is underway and will affect a large number 
of headings; an approved LCSH list will likely be posted within the next few months. PTCP recently 
shared a white paper, "LCSH Policy Change Proposal to Allow the Use of RDA Family Name 
Authorized Access Points as Subject Access Points," and is currently seeking feedback from the 
cataloging community. An internal Library of Congress group is working to develop instruction 
sheets for the LCGFT manual; their efforts will likely lead to an external advisory group similar to 
LCDGT. 

https://connect.ala.org/HigherLogic/System/DownloadDocumentFile.ashx?DocumentFileKey=65bb92c6-53ce-3d0c-2eab-a2da2f334d52&forceDialog=0
https://connect.ala.org/HigherLogic/System/DownloadDocumentFile.ashx?DocumentFileKey=65bb92c6-53ce-3d0c-2eab-a2da2f334d52&forceDialog=0
https://loc.gov/marc/mac/recordings.html
https://www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/subject/LCSH-Editorial-Meetings-2023.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/subject/FamilyNARs-white-paper.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/subject/FamilyNARs-white-paper.pdf
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John Myers provided an update on the CC:DA Procedures Task Force, which was convened to 
discuss CC:DA leadership structures and virtual/hybrid meeting options even before the onset of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The task force is considering how to build more resiliency into the CC:DA 
chair position; perhaps by formalizing a vice chair/chair/past chair structure, which is encouraged 
by Core. However, this would need to be considered within the framework of CC:DA's term limits 
and members' knowledge of CC:DA practices. The committee briefly discussed whether 
representatives from emerging bibliographic utilities should be invited to meetings in addition to 
OCLC. 

The PCC report was given by liaison Honor Moody. A PCC strategic planning session was held in 
November, and the resulting draft will be shared at the PCC Participants Meeting on February 
23rd, 2023. A number of PCC committees and task groups have been active. The PCC Identity 
Management Advisory Committee, charged in June 2022, will advise the PCC on issues relating 
to identity management for persons and corporate bodies. The PCC Task Group on Gender, 
charged in August 2022, will comprehensively examine how gender is represented in the MARC 
bibliographic and authority formats; this work builds on the efforts of the PCC Ad Hoc Task Group 
on Gender in Name Authority Records. (The PCC policy statement instructing catalogers not to 
record gender in the MARC 375 field in authority records remains in place.) The BIBFRAME 
Interoperability Group (BIG) is examining different implementations of the BIBFRAME format but 
is not yet looking at MARC-BIBFRAME conversion concerns. The Share-VDE PCC Data Pool 
Evaluation Task Group recently wrapped up a monthlong test of the Share-VDE PCC Catalog. The 
PCC Policy Committee (PoCo) approved an endorsement of the LD4 Wikidata Affinity Group as a 
way for participants in the PCC Wikidata Pilot to stay involved in Wikidata; this supports PCC 
strategic directions 1 and 4. Finally, the PCC has recently revised guidelines for nominating 
committee members and liaisons, and in November 2022, released its Guidelines for the use of 
ISO 639-3 language codes in MARC records. 

Adam Schiff gave the NARDAC liaison report. NARDAC has worked with ALA to develop a webinar 
series, "The New and Official RDA Toolkit: A Practical Approach," based on the preconference of 
the same name held at the fall 2022 Core Forum. The webinars will be presented by Thomas 
Brenndorfer, Kathy Glennan, Robert L. Maxwell, and Melanie Polutta, and will take place in 
March 2023. Planning is also underway for a spring forum, to be held on April 3rd from 3-5 pm 
EST; speakers and topics are still being decided, but may feature presentations on gender in non-
English languages, RDA PCC training update, RDA examples, fictitious characters, or the WEM 
lock. The full NARDAC report can be viewed on ALA Connect. 

Schiff also presented a proposal from NARDAC to create a task force. As the result of feedback 
about problems with the instructions for compound surnames in the Official Toolkit, NARDAC 
was delegated by the RDA Steering Committee to address the issue, and reached out to CC:DA. 
After a brief discussion, CC:DA members voted to form the proposed task force to address the 
issues with instructions for personal names in the Official Toolkit. 

https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/advisory/identity-management.html
https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/advisory/identity-management.html
https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/taskgroup/TG-on-Gender-charge.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/bibframe/TaskGroups/BIG/BIG-TOR.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/bibframe/TaskGroups/BIG/BIG-TOR.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/taskgroup/SVDE-PCC-Data-Pool-Evaluation-TG-charge.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/taskgroup/SVDE-PCC-Data-Pool-Evaluation-TG-charge.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/about/PCC-Strategic-Directions-2018-2022.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/scs/documents/ISO-639-3-guidelines.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/scs/documents/ISO-639-3-guidelines.pdf
https://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2023/02/core-forum-webinar-series-new-and-official-rda-toolkit-practical-approach
https://connect.ala.org/HigherLogic/System/DownloadDocumentFile.ashx?DocumentFileKey=7f5be71f-8a73-42f0-bdf8-c91fbe8ada89


 
Page | 39 

CC:DA finished out the meeting with a discussion of future activities. A survey of CC:DA members 
previously circulated by the chair found that a slight majority preferred meeting in person at ALA 
Annual 2023. However, concerns about the short timeline to plan and about how to keep meeting 
attendance equitable were raised by several attendees. After a discussion, it was decided that 
CC:DA will meet virtually for ALA Annual 2023 (with a potential in-person meetup) and will then 
transition to an alternating model of meeting virtually for midwinter meetings and in-person for 
annual meetings. The committee also briefly discussed adding representatives for other groups 
in addition to the twenty-four current liaisons; however, any changes to group membership 
would likely need to be approved at a higher level within Core. 

 

 

 

From the Editor 
(Continued from page 3) 

house in the desert), or events, OLAC or otherwise (the 40th anniversary conference cover for 
December 2020, of course, with its wonderful group “panorama”; a sweet pup in a rainbow boa 
at a parade for Pride Month in June 2022), or what I perceived to be the general mood of the 
time (a round little bird in a flowery tree for Spring 2022; a cozy basket of knitting for Winter 
2021). Only once did I choose a cover image that actually reflected an aspect of OLAC members’ 
work: a globe (yes, of course I’m biased) for September 2022. I do feel a bit bad about that – both 
parts, the neglect of library objects and the eventual favoritism. I know, I will look for a cool free 
image of sheet music or scores! But I struck out (though honestly, being ill with Round 2 of COVID, 
I didn’t try very hard). On another personal-bias whim I tried Labanotation instead and was 
delighted by the picture that I put on this month’s cover: dancers literally dancing a Laban score. 

My apologies, music people and everyone else who does cataloging of non-cartographic, non-
choreographic Interesting Things. I’ll try to do better for next time, which will likely be my last: 
I’m running for OLAC Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect, and if elected, I will regretfully have to end my time 
as Newsletter Editor effective with the summer Executive Board changeover. 

To those who want to be more involved with OLAC, I cannot recommend the Editor position 
enough: it is fun, interesting, and a good way to get to offer your perspectives to the Board. If 
you are interested in seeking the appointment, would like more information, or fall anywhere in 
between, please contact me and I’ll be glad to help. 

-Laura 

https://cornerstone.lib.mnsu.edu/olac-newsletters/vol40/iss4/
https://cornerstone.lib.mnsu.edu/olac-newsletters/vol42/iss2/
mailto:mcelf008@umn.edu?subject=Interested%20in%20OLAC%20Newsletter%20editorship
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