
 
 

 
 
 
 

P.O. BOX 208118 | NEW HAVEN CT 06520-8118 USA | PEABODY.YALE. EDU 

 
 
JOURNAL OF MARINE RESEARCH 
The Journal of Marine Research, one of the oldest journals in American marine science, published 

important peer-reviewed original research on a broad array of topics in physical, biological, and 

chemical oceanography vital to the academic oceanographic community in the long and rich 

tradition of the Sears Foundation for Marine Research at Yale University. 

 

An archive of all issues from 1937 to 2021 (Volume 1–79) are available through EliScholar,  

a digital platform for scholarly publishing provided by Yale University Library at  

https://elischolar.library.yale.edu/. 

 

Requests for permission to clear rights for use of this content should be directed to the authors, 

their estates, or other representatives. The Journal of Marine Research has no contact information 

beyond the affiliations listed in the published articles. We ask that you provide attribution to the 

Journal of Marine Research. 

 

Yale University provides access to these materials for educational and research purposes only. 

Copyright or other proprietary rights to content contained in this document may be held by 

individuals or entities other than, or in addition to, Yale University. You are solely responsible for 

determining the ownership of the copyright, and for obtaining permission for your intended use. 

Yale University makes no warranty that your distribution, reproduction, or other use of these 

materials will not infringe the rights of third parties. 

 
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/ 

 

 



The International Oceanographic Tables 

L. R. A. Capurro and W. D. Nowlin. Jr. 
Texas A & M University 
College Station, Texas 

Tables I and II of the series International Oceanographic Tables have 
been in print for longer than a year. The oceanographic community is in-
debted to members of the Joint Panel on Oceanographic Tables and Standards 
(]POTS), particularly to its ch_airman, Roland A. Cox1 , and to others, for 
the work represented by these tables. 

For the benefit of anyone who is unfamiliar with Tables I and II, they 
consist of: (Table I a) salinity as a function of the conductivity ratio for sea-
water at I 5°C; (Table I b) corrections for the conductivity ratio in Table I a 
for measurements at temperatures other than I 5°C; (Table II a) salinity 
versus conductivity ratio for seawater at 20°C; and (Table IIb) corrections 
to the conductivity ratio in Table Ila for measurements at temperatures 
other than 20°C. 

By decision of JPOTS, Table I a and the polynomincal expression from 
which tabulated values were computed now constitute the recommended 
definition of salinity in terms of the more precisely measured conductivity 
ratio. Therefore, these tables are a basic reference for every laboratory and 
ship. They are available at reasonable cost in the form of a loose-leaf notebook 
from distributors of U nesco publications. 

JPOTS is supervising the preparation of further tables in this series. Tabula-
tions of the refractive index versus salinity at a specified temperature should 
be available prior to the appearance of this note. 

Physically, these tables are well laid out; they can be entered quickly, and 
the figures are easily readable. There is an error common to the introductions 
of Tables I b and II b. The correct salinity value corresponding to conductivity 
ratios of 0.86483 at 15°C or 0.86517 at 20°C is 29.763°/00, not 29.774°/oo-
w e believe that the general introduction should contain more information 
regarding the seawater samples on which these tables have been based. 
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