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New Tables for Oxygen Saturation
of Seawater

E.J. Green' and D. E. Carritt*

ABSTRACT

This paper presents new tables and a nomogram for the calculation of oxygen saturation
values of pure water and of seawater. The tables are based on recent careful determinations
of the Bunsen absorption coefficient for oxygen and on accepted values of the vapor pressure
of water.

Introduction. Currently accepted tables for the calculation of oxygen satura-
tion values of seawater, widely used in oceanography, limnology, as well as
in health and sanitation studies, are based on two independent sets of measure-
ments: those by Fox (19og) and those by Truesdale et al. (1955). Between
these measurements there exist serious discrepancies of about 4°/o. From the
gasometric determinations of the Bunsen absorption coefficient for the solu-
bility of oxygen in distilled water by Klots and Benson (1963) it became
evident that none of the tables existing at that time was reliable over the full
range of temperature. The “nonchemical” determinations by Klots and Ben-
son were confirmed in the titrimetric measurements by Worthington and by
Grasshoff with different types of equilibrators.

Montgomery et al. (1964) examined the methods used for the determination
of the solubility of oxygen in water and made new determinations for both pure
water and seawater. Their values for pure water also showed excellent agree-
ment with those by Klots and Benson, but Montgomery et al. presumed that
it was unnecessary to verify the assumption made by previous workers regarding
a linear solubility dependence upon salinity. Potential errors in the Winkler
titration method have recently been exhaustively discussed by Carpenter (1965)
and by Carritt and Carpenter (1966). A new set of solubility tables for oxygen
in seawater, based on determinations made with a very precise modification of
the Winkler method, has recently been presented by Carpenter (1966). These
data can now be compared directly with the measurements by Green (1965),
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for the tables presented herein are for a water-saturated atmosphere, as are
those by Carpenter (1966). It has been observed that, for temperatures above
10°C, Carpenter’s tables agree with the tables presented here to within the
accuracy claimed for the data. At very low temperatures, however, Carpenter’s
solubility tabulations are about 1°/, lower than ours. It is not clear why
these two sets of careful measurements diverge at temperatures below 10°C,
and it is therefore difficult to establish which values are more accurate.
Unfortunately, a great many important oceanographic measurements fall into
the temperature range below 10°C.

Carpenter (1966) has pointed out that Green’s (1965) determinations may
be biased toward slightly higher values due to the absence of a correction for
oxygen that is added with reagent solutions. However, Carpenter’s (1965)
own estimate of the magnitude of this correction (0.018 ml/l) shows that it is
unlikely to be greater than 0.2°/, below 10°C. Moreover, the manometric
determinations by Klots and Benson, although restricted to pure water, also
diverge at low temperatures from Carpenter’s in the same direction and
to about the same magnitude. The excellent correspondence between the
manometric determinations by Klots and Benson and the titrimetric deter-
minations by Green (1965) for oxygen solubility in distilled water leads us
to suggest that the new tables for oxygen saturation presented in this paper
are the most accurate of any yet presented over the entire temperature range
of interest.

Redetermination of Oxygen Solubility. The redeterminations of the solu-
bility coefficient for oxygen in seawater from 0°C to 35°C and from 0°/ss to
30°/oo chlorinity were made by Green with a “Jacobsen-Worthington™ equi-
librator and a titration method very similar to that described by Carpenter
(1965). The data clearly demonstrate the nonlinear dependence of the oxygen
solubility upon the salt content of the water (Green and Carritt). Carpenter
(1966) used a smoothing function that was quadratic in the chlorinity, although
Green had earlier shown that the data were well represented by a one-para-
meter exponential relation that had, in addition to simplicity, a thermodynamic
basis. The difference in choice of smoothing functions probably lies in the
fact that Carpenter was smoothing solubilities from a water-saturated atmos-
phere (that is, at a nonconstant partial pressure of oxygen) and Green was
smoothing Bunsen coefficients, which may be expected to have a simpler
functional representation. Green’s data were represented as an integrated form
of the Van’t Hoff equation:

o103 = exp{(— 7.424 + # —2.927 log, T + 0.04238 T) —

53 44

—Cl(-0.1288 + === —0.04442log, T +7.145 107* T)} J
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where o is the Bunsen coefficient, T is the absolute temperature, and Cl is
the chlorinity in parts per thousand.

The exchange of oxygen across the air-sea interface takes place as a mole-
cular process in a very thin layer in and above the water surface. In the bound-
ary layer, this exchange is governed by the laws of molecular diffusion and is
therefore dependent upon the partial-pressure gradient of the oxygen in the
diffusion layer as well as upon any temperature and total-pressure gradients
that may exist. The water vapor follows the same laws in the boundary film,
and therefore the air is very near to saturation with water vapor in the layer
immediately at the water surface (Kanwisher 1963).

Computed Oxygen Solubilities. Based on Green’s equation above, new tables
for the oxygen saturation have been prepared by machine computation. The
vapor pressure of seawater has been computed by combining the Goff-Gratch
(1946) formulation for the vapor pressure of pure water with a relationship
for the vapor-pressure lowering by sea salt derived from the data of Arons and
Kientzler (1954); this procedure yielded:

P ={(1—9.701.107* Cl)}expj 18.1973 (1 = 37_;19) 4

l

T
+3.1813.Io‘7(1—exp [26.1205(1— )J)—
373.16
- 1.8726.10"'(1 — exp [8.0394.5 (1 - ﬂl—f))” +

T
+ 5.0280210ge(373;16>} ;

The vapor pressure so derived was combined with the Bunsen coefficient to
calculate the saturated solubility in milliliters of oxygen per liter of seawater,
S, as a function of temperature and chlorinity:
S = 0.2004(r0 %) (1 —P...) 5

where P, is in atmospheres. These data are presented in Table I. Table II
presents the same data converted (by the factor 89.23 ug—at/ml) to units of
microgram-atoms of oxygen per liter, which units, though less widely used,
have been recommended by the International Association of Physical Oceano-
graphers (Helland-Hansen et al. 1948). Tabular data in terms of parts per
million or milligrams of oxygen per liter have not been given here, although
these units are in use, particularly in water-pollution studies. Conversion to
these units may be made by multiplying the values in Table I by the factor
1.428 mg/ml. Table III, in which the same data are tabulated for closely
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Table I. Oxygen solubility (ml/l) in seawater from a water-saturated atmos-
phere of which oxygen is 0.2094 mole fraction, excluding water vapor.
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Table I1. Oxygen solubility (ug-at/l) in seawater from a water-saturated atmos-
phere of which oxygen is 0.2094 mole fraction, excluding water vapor.
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Table ITI. Oxygen solubility (ml/l) in seawater from a water-saturated atmos-
phere of which oxyggn is 0.2094 mole fraction, excluding water vapor.
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7.30
7.13

6.97
6.81
6.66
6.51
6.37

6.24
6.11
5.98
5.85
5.74

5.62
5.51
5.40
5.30
5.19

5.10
5.00
4.91
4.82
4.73

4.64
4.56
4.48
4.40
4.32

4.25
4.18
4.10
4.03
3.97

8.02

7.83
7.64
7.46
7.29
7.12

6.96
6.80
6.65
6.50
6.36

6.23
6.10
5.97
5.85
5.73

5.61
5.50
5.39
5.29
5.19

5.09
4.99
4.90
4.81
4.72

4.64
4.55
4.47
4.39
4.32

4.24
4.17
4.10
4.03
3.96

8.01

7.82
7.63
7.45
7-27
7.11

6.95
6.79
6.64
5.49
6.35

6.22
6.09
5.96
5.84
5.72

5.60
5.49
5.38
5.28
5.18

5.08
4.98
4.89
4.80
4.71

4.63
4.55
4.47
4.39
4.31

4.24
4.16
4.09
4.02
3.96

8.00

7.80
7.62
7.44
7.26
7.09

6.93
6.78
6.63
6.48
6.3¢4

6.21
6.08
5.95
5.83
5.71

5.60
5.48
5.38
9.2
5.17

5.07
4.98
4.89
4.80
4.71

4.62
4.54
4.46
4.38
4.30

4.23
4.16
4.09
4.02
3.95

N

36.00 36.25 36.50 36.75 37.00

7.98 797 795 7.94

7.79
7.60
7.42
7.25
7.08

6.92
6.77
6.62
6.47
6.33

6.20
6.07
5.94
5.82
5.70

5.59
5.48
5.37
5.26
5.16

5.07
4.97
4.88
4.79
4.70

4.62
4.53
4.45
4.37
4.30

4.22
4.15
4.08
4.01
3.94

7.77
7.59
7.41
7.24
7.07

6.91
6.76
6.61
6.46
6.32

6.19
6.06
5.93
5.81
5.69

5.58
5.47
5.36
5.26
5.16

5.06
4.96
4.87
4.78
4.69

4.61
4.53
4.45
4.37
4.29

4.22
4.15
4.08
4.01
3.94

7.76
7.58
7.40
7.23
7.06

6.90
6.75
6.60
6.45
6.31

6.18
6.05
5.92
5.80
5.68

5.57
5.46
5.35
5.25
5215

5.05
4.96
4.86
4.77
4.69

4.60
4.52
4.44
4.36
4.29

4,21
4.14
4.07
4.00
3.93

7.75
7.56
7.38
7.21
7.05

6.89
6.73
6.59
6.44
6.30

6.17
6.04
5.91
9.79
5.68

5.56
5:45
5.34
5.24
5.14

5.04
4.95
4.86
4.77
4.68

4.60
4.51
4.43
4.36
4.28

4.:21
4.13
4.06
3.99
3.93

7.93

7.73
7.55
7.37
7.20
7.04

6.88
6.72
6.57
6.43
6.29

6.16
6.03
5.90
5.78
5.67

5:55
5.44
5.34
5.23
5.13

5.04
4,94
4.85
4.76
4.67

4.59
4.51
4.43
4.35
4.27

4.20
4.13
4.06
3.99
3.92
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INSTRUCTIONS: A STRAIGHT LINE CONSTRUCTED BETWEEN ANY
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Figure 1. Nomogram for oxygen solubility in seawater at equilibrium with water-saturated air at
one atmosphere total pressure and oxygen 0.2094 mole fraction excluding water vapor.
Based on data of Green (1965).

spaced values of seawater salinity, will enable oceanographers to obtain satura-
tion values by interpolation in one direction only (between listed temperatures).

Salinity, in Table III, is the quantity defined by the Knudsen equation:
§ = 1.805 Cl +0.030,

where Cl is the chlorinity in parts per thousand. In addition to Tables
I-ITI, a nomogram is presented in Fig. 1 for convenient use in the
laboratory.3

The tables below give the saturation values for true thermodynamic equi-
librium at a smooth surface. Under natural conditions of turbulence and
bubble formation in breakers, two processes tend to increase gas pressure—
surface tension and hydrostatic pressure. In addition to these physical sources for
supersaturation, biological oxygen production will lead to an increase in oxygen
tension above the compensation depth. It has been noted that establishment of
equilibration at the surface is a relatively slow process, so that oxygen may
be carried downward by eddy diffusion before gas exchange at the sea surface
leads to an equilibrium state.

3. Larger nomograms are available from E. J. Green, Department of Chemistry, Carnegie Institute
of Technology, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 15213.
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