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Marriage equality biii progresses in Illinois 
j U '! Mace Macktewtcz 

hJhJ ito# Wr/fer 

An Illinois bill that would make it 

legal for same-sex couples to marry 
gained traction in both the Senate and 
the House. On February IS, the Senate 
passed the bill by a vote of 34 to 21. 
On February 25, the House commit- 

tee voted the bill to move forward to 
the Full House with a vote of 6-5. 

If the bill passes, Illinois will be the 
tenth state in the US to legalize same- 
sex marriage. 
With the House scheduled to vote 

on the bill next week, its fate will soon 
become apparent. 
After the Senate hearing on Febru- 

ary 15, it was easy for some to become 
excited about a new bill. Student Devel- 

opment Advocate and Advisor for 
Parkland Pride Tanino Minneci was 

very happy with the decision. 
"I am thrilled that the Illinois Senate 

has voted to pass the marriage equality 
bill because it's just another step for- 
ward in the struggle to honor LGBTQ 
families," Minneci said. "Our coun- 

try is on a tipping point of change in 
the way we treat, recognize, celebrate 
LGBTQ people and relationships and 
the passage of this bill is reflective of 
that shift." 

Student Development Advocate Jan 
Thom was also excited for the recent 

passing of the bill in the Senate. 
"I was happy to see that the bill 

passed since I believe that gay marriage 
should be legal," Thom said. "Recently, 
it's been embarrassing to live in a state 
with a reputation for fiscal mismanage- 
ment and corruption, so at least if this 
passes we could be proud that the state 
has done something right." 
After the bill passed through the Sen- 

ate, the next step was for it to go before 
a House committee. The committee 
heard the bill and from people on both 
sides of the issue before voting that it 
be sent to the House for a vote. 
Some of the arguments from the 

opposing side of the issue were brought 

Photo by Brittany Hardy/Prospectus News 
Parkiand student Katrina Reed dispiays her support of marriage equaiity on 
Mar. 1, 2013 

up at this hearing. One of the people 
who spoke against the bill was Jenni- 
fer Roback-Morse, founder of the Ruth 
Institute. 

"I urge you to reject any other leg- 
islation that would redefine the most 
basic structural feature of marriage by 
removing the dual gender requirement 
for marriage," Roback-Morse said. 

"Redefining marriage redefines par- 

enthood. Making same-sex couples the 
legai equivalent of opposite sex coupies 
will introduce new and deeper inequali- 
ties into society." 
Another individual who spoke against 

the bill that night was Kellie Fiedorek, 
a member of Alliance Defending Free- 
dom, who brought up other reasons for 
opposing the bill. 

"I analyzed this bill and it contains no 

language that will provide comprehen- 
sive safeguards for the religious free- 
dom of citizens and religious organiza- 
tions in the state of Illinois," Fiedorek 
explained. "No language that purports 
to address, let alone protect, the right 
to religious freedom of every citizen." 
Democratic Representative Luis 

Arroyo explained that he'd vote to pass 
it to the House but that he couldn't guar- 
antee to vote for it once it got there. 

"I don't want to be the one to not give 
you guys the opportunity to discuss this 
bill on the floor of the General Assem- 

bly. I don't want to be the obstacle for 
this bill," Arroyo said. "But, I'm going 
to tell you that I don't think I can vote 
for this bill on the floor of the House 
because of my religious beliefs and 
because of the churches in my district. 
I will be voting this bill to get it out of 
committee, but I can't guarantee you on 
the floor." 
After the voting was done, it some 

made people who were excited for the 
bill nervous. Graphic Design major 
Shelby Richardson, a member of the 
Parkland Pride group, explained why. 

"I'm a little worried," Richardson 
explained. "This bill is very impor- 
tant for many families in Illinois. It is a 
basic right that everyone should have. 
No one should be told they can't marry 
who they love." 
Thom is also worried about the bill 

after it narrowly passed through the 
committee. 

"It was so close yesterday and Demo- 
crats can't be counted on to vote in favor 
of gay marriage," Thom explained. 
"One Democrat said he voted for the 
bill just to get it out of committee and 
said he will vote against it when it 

comes before the full house next week. 
He said this was because of his constit- 
uents' religious objections." 

This is a topic that both sides of the 
issue feel strongly about. And both 
sides will be watching closely when 
the House finally votes on the bill in the 
near future. 

Martin Luther King honored in countywide celebration 
PM Spencer Brown 

5 toy tVr/fer 

This past January, the Hil- 
ton Garden Inn was the site of 
the 12"* Annual Rev. Dr. Mar- 
tin Luther King, Jr. Champaign 
Countywide Celebration. 
Every year, Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr. and his mes- 
sage is honored most notably 
each January. Dr. King's birth- 
day is more than just a free day 
from school or work. Cham- 

paign County assures the com- 
munity of that very statement, 
remembering one of the great 
civil rights pioneers of our 
time. 

According to the City of 

Champaign website, "The pur- 
pose of the event is to cele- 

brate the life of Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and to recog- 
nize and honor individuals who 
have made many contributions 
to their community in the areas 
of civil rights, human rights 
and humanitarian efforts." 
The event is a joint produc- 

tion of the cities of Champaign 

Photo by Gerardo Jimenez/Prospectus News 
Potitical Science professor Dr. Wiitie Fowter gives a iecture and presentation of the "Littie Rock 
Nine" as part of Black History Month, on Feb. 25, 2013. 

and ur Dana, Champaign County Hoard, 
Parkland College and the University of 
Illinois. 

"Each year we pick a theme based on 
one of the quotes from a speech that Dr. 
King has given," Dean Marietta TUmer 
explained. TUmer serves as one of the 
members on the committee responsi- 
ble for the celebration. 

This year's theme was "Having the 
courage to overcome the mountain". 

Dr. Willie Fowler gave his insights 
as to what the excerpt meant to him, 
saying, "Being steadfast in overcom- 
ing any odds. Being able to understand 
where you've been and having the 
internal fortitude to move forward." 
As Fowler interpreted that message, 

he also stressed the importance of the 
event. 

"The Champaign County Celebration 
is very important because it allows us to 
participate in an effort that's a nation- 
wide effort for Martin Luther King Jr. 
and marking the remembrance of Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr.," Fowler said. 

"It allows the Champaign community 
to be involved in that, to talk about the 
struggle for civil rights, to talk about 
the tremendous effort that was given, 
the sacrifice for civil rights for our 
country." 
An unfortunate circumstance of the 

event is that because it is celebrated so 

closely to Dr. King's birthday, most stu- 
dents cannot attend. Most students are 
still on winter break from school. 

This year the college took a unique 
approach. The event was recorded and 
played back for the students on a spe- 
cial screening day. 

On February 25, the celebration took 
place in Room D-244 from 1 2 p.m. The 

students received a firsthand account 
of the activities that took place. 

Fowler, who facilitated the celebra- 
tion, found his students most intrigued 
by guest speaker Ernest Green. 
Green was a member of the Little 

Rock Nine. The Little Rock Nine was 

a group of students who put to the test 
the Brown v. Board of Education deci- 
sion that declared segregated schools 
unconstitutional. Brave, focused and 
with the assistance of federal troop 
escorts, these nine African-American 
students attended Little Rock Central 

High School. 
Green was the first African-Ameri- 

can to graduate from Little Rock Cen- 
tral. His journey enlightened Fowler's 
students. 

"It was hard being African- 
American living back then," 
Criminal Justice major Raquita 
Banks said. "For example they 
couldn't get a good education 
because all the good schools 
were for the white kids. My 
point is that we, as African- 
American students, shouldn't 

complain about the little things 
because back in those times 

they did not have it easy." 
And the struggle was not 

easy. One of Green's recollec- 
tions in discussions with Dean 
Himer further justifies the 

path to integration. 
"I was riding the bus past 

that school every day to go 
to the high school that, based 
on Jim Crow laws, only black 
kids could go. We knew we had 
bad lab equipment. We didn't 
have the latest books," Green 

explained. 
"At that time I had a dream 

to be a Nobel Prize winning 
physicist so I knew I had to 

get a really good education if 
I wanted to reach for a dream 
like that. I got tired of rid- 

mg past tne gooa scnooi wmcn was a 

regionally award winning high school," 
Green continued. 
Green convinced his parents to let 

him apply to the project that would 

integrate African-American students 

into Little Rock Central. 

Originally there were 100 students. 
A month before the plan was to be put 
into action the number dwindled to 
fewer than 30. Within a week, in con- 
junction with the constant media atten- 
tion the story was receiving, only 12 
students remained. By the day before, 
it shrunk to nine. 

Tbmer was very adamant about mak- 

ing sure students are aware of their his- 

tory. If you don't know where you come 

See MLK on P. 4 

Sponsored by; 

westgateapts.com 

Fact or Fiction? 
Anapicuituristisa 

person who speciaiizes 
in the study of Ancient 

Egypt. 

Students and Staff - Show current !D and receive 

$10 off appiication fee at Westgate Apartments 

1600 W. Bradiey Ave. 

Champaign, !L 

Open M-F 9am - 5:30pm, Sat 10am - 4pm 



Professor encourages students to experience the arts 

Photo courtesy of Jesse Fotks 

From Left to Right, Matt Hester. Joe) Higgins and David Mor appear as Uncie Bit), Joseph and Charies in the piay "Sons of The Prophet" which piays through Saturday at the Station Theatre in Urbana. 

PM Lauren Tucker-Hinton 
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ParklandEnglishProfessorThomasSchnarre 
uses theatre to encourage their invoivement in 

educational activities outside of the classroom. 

Schnarre first discovered theatre in the third 

grade while participating in an extra credit 

assignment. He seeks to share that discovery 
with students by the same method. 

This semester, Schnarre offered his stu- 

dents the opportunity to receive extra credit in 

exchange for attending a play he is currently 
involved in at Station Theatre in Urbana, Illi- 
nois. 

"Sons of the Prophet," is a modern day inter- 

pretation of the book "The Prophet" by Kahlil 
Gibran. After viewing the play, students are 

required to write a short essay on their per- 
sonal analysis of the play. 

'"Sons of the Prophet' is a comedy about suf- 

fering," Director Gary Ambier explained. "The 
central argument is about whether and how our 

suffering is shared with those who are close to 
us." 

Schnarre's motive behind this unique oppor- 
tunity is to offer a learning experience that will 
enhance interactive skills and help broaden his 
student's perspectives. 
"One of the goals I have for my student's is 

that what we talk about in the classroom doesn't 
end in the classroom," Schnarre explained. 
Schnarre is stepping outside of the box by 

turning a popular form of entertainment into 
a learning tool. 

In present-day America, media is so regu- 
larly present in our lives we hardly recognize 
the influence it has. 
More importantly, Schnarre is achieving 

his goal of inspiring association outside of the 
classroom. Over the years, he has seen a multi- 
tude of students participate in this assignment. 

Steve Igoe, one of Schnarre's students, 
explained that he believes Schnarre's opportu- 
nity helps to expand student's views as well as 

expose students to unfamiliar perspectives. 
Student Ann McDevitt also agreed that this 

opportunity was enriching for students. By 
offering the opportunity to engage in learning 
outside of the classroom students are able to 

look at life through a different lens. 

Throughout his life, Schnarre has been 

involved in many different roles in theatre. 
"It is the one thing that I've never lost inter- 

est in," he said. "It's the one thing that makes 
sense to me." 

By incorporating his passion into the curric- 
ulum Schnarre leads by example and encour- 

ages students to embrace the activities within 

Champaign-Urbana. 
Station Theatre is run by the non-profit orga- 

nization, The Celebration Company. The com- 

pany relies heavily on volunteers. 

In addition to inspiring students to look for 
intellectual stimulation outside of textbooks 
and classrooms, Schnarre allows his passion to 
reach out to others. 

By making students aware of the active the- 
atre community, he preserves the dramatic 
arts in Champaign-Urbana. 
A common goal at institutions of education 

is to inspire student involvement in the com- 

munity. Schnarre illustrates to his students 

through a simple task of attending a play how 
favorable new and different experiences can 
be. 

"Sons of the Prophet" will run every night 
at 8:00 p.m. at the Station Theatre in Urbana, 
111. until the final performance on March 9. For 
more information, visit www.stationtheatre. 
com. 
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Discover the science behind healthy shuteye 
j ^ Jutia Haskins 
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The value of getting substantial sieep can 
never be overestimated, especially for busy 
students. Homework, meetings, family priori- 
ties and other tasks often seem like they take 
precedence over a good night's rest, and before- 
bed texts or email updates can lure weary stu- 
dents from proper slumber. 

Bleary eyes and achy muscles are a few of 
the symptoms of poor sleep, but there are other 
effects that are less obvious. Lack of adequate, 
sound sleep can have long-term health conse- 

quences. 
Even though it may sound counterintuitive, 

enough sleep is a key to academic success, and 
more importantly, your body and mind will feel 
refreshed and ready to take on whatever chal- 

lenges are ahead of you. 
Sleeping Away Sickness 
You're not dreaming—you really will feel an 

amazing difference in your body when you let it 

re-energize. In a recent Student Health 101 sur- 

vey, respondents stated that they feel groggy, 
sluggish, and have difficulty concentrating 
when not getting sufficient sleep. Not only will 

you feel more energetic, but your body will also 
function better. 
A 2012 study by the Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation indicated that "While many sleep- 
ers swear they do just fine on three or four 
hours of shuteye a night, [there is a] dramatic 
difference in immune response in subjects who 

slept four hours to six hours, as opposed to those 
who were tucked in for seven to nine." Further, 
the study found that it was the amount of time 

sleeping that was most important, rather than 
the quality. 
Lack of sleep has a major effect on the regu- 

lation of hormones and other physiological pro- 
cesses. The effects aren't always immediate or 
obvious, but there's a lot going on within your 

Niustration by Meiissa Stimick/Ortando Sentine) 

body when you deprive it of the sieep it craves. 
Dr. Michel Bomemann, director of the Min- 

nesota Regional Sleep Disorders Center in Min- 

neapolis, says, "Chronic sleep deprivation has 
been associated with a disturbance in endocrine 

regulation of energy homeostasis." The endo- 
crine system is responsible for managing your 
hormones, and according to Bomemann, "Hor- 
monal alterations are associated with increased 

weight gain." 
The part of your brain that controls such 

functions, the hypothalamus, needs sleep for 

regulation and to keep your weight in check. 
This is partly a physiological process, but when 
you haven't gotten much sleep, you're also more 
likely to crave foods that will provide a quick 
shot of energy. 
These are usually high in fat and calories. 

Plus, your body can't fully reap the benefits of 
regular physical activity if you're not getting 
consistent, deep sleep. 
Sleep and Mental Health 
Sleep deprivation is linked to an increase in 

cortisol, more commonly known as the body's 
"stress hormone." Stress makes us do things we 
normally wouldn't, such as reaching for junk 
food that's high in fat and calories (that will fur- 
ther decrease your energy level and lower your 
mood) and engaging in other unhealthy habits 
or vices. 
A little more sleep can put your mind at ease 

and help you feel better about life. 
Pay Attention to Your Body 
If you find yourself falling asleep at your 

desk (c'mon, we've all done it), you're obviously 
exhausted, but you might not realize how pow- 
erful your fatigue really is. Insufficient sleep 
can make for a severe lack of focus. 
As Bomemann explains, "Acute sleep depri- 

vation is often associated with episodes of 

'microsleep,' or brief, uncontrollable periods 
of sleep lasting three to six seconds. [They can] 
intrude upon wake at inopportune times, such 
as during a lecture." 
The American Automobile Association 

emphasizes the risks of drowsy driving, and 
Bomemann says, "Research studies reveal that 
the impairment in motor performance after 
pulling off a sleepless all-nighter is very simi- 
lar to the impairment experienced when driv- 
ing while intoxicated with alcohol." 
Make Sleep a Priority 
Over 75 percent of respondents to the Student 

Health 101 survey said that sleeping seven to 
nine hours a day is necessary to function opti- 
mally, and almost 60 percent try to get this 
amount of sleep. 

If you can prioritize what needs to be done 

immediately and what can wait, you'll get a bit 
more sleep, minutes—or even hours—at a time. 

Copyright 2013 Student Health 101 

Class participation improves student performance 
fUj Rhinehart 

LnjJ 5to# Writer 

Getting involved in differ- 
ent activities and groups on 

campus can lead to a better 

performance in the classroom, 
as well as a more enjoyable 
experience while attending 
college. For this reason, stu- 
dents are encouraged to break 
out of their comfort zone and 
meet new people at school. 

In contrast to most four- 

year universities, commu- 

nity college students are more 
likely to find friends they went 
to high school with in their 
classes. This makes it easier 
for them to form small groups 
of friends that they already 
know and might make the tran- 
sition from high school to col- 
lege easier. 

However, students that keep 
to their familiar group and are 

either too afraid or unwilling 
to branch out and meet new 

people might actually have a 
harder time in the long run. 
Associate Professor Patricia 

VerStrat commented that hav- 

ing a friend in the classroom 
can be very helpful, because 
students can fall back on 

their friend to remind them of 
homework assignments or get 
help with their studies. 
Many students find that 

getting that buddy is hard, 
because often the students in 

their classrooms seem so dif- 

ferent from themselves and 

they feel uncomfortable reach- 
ing out and trying to form a 
connection. 

"I'm from Chicago, so most 
of the kids in my class are 

totally different from me," 
Mass Communication major 
Deon Matthews explained. "I 

just like to chill with people 
from my hometown because 

everyone else in my classes 
seems lame." 

r""'..... 

Photo by Craig Towstey/ Prospectus News 
Students in CSC 234 Game Design team to create content for video games on Feb. 26, 2013. 

Although not everyone takes 
the same view, most students 
would agree that it is hard to 
make new friends when they 
already have a group they feel 
comfortable in. 
VerStrat explained that 

being involved is important 
to a student's performance, 
because it helps a student feel 
like they belong within the 

classes and encourages them 

to ask for help. 

This is why VerStrat and 
several other English teachers 
offer extra credit opportuni- 
ties for those students that par- 
ticipate in volunteer work out- 
side of school. 

"Getting involved with 

extracurricular activities has 

helped me stay on track at 
school, because it feels like 
I have a reason to be there 
other than for myself," Nurs- 
ing major Julia Knowles said. 

"People count on me to be 

somewhere when I say I will 

be, so it makes me feel really 
important." 
Knowles explained that she 

participates in a program that 
tutors children at local ele- 

mentary schools. Her partici- 
pation in the work has helped 
her gain new friends, which 
Knowles said helped her feel 
welcome in her class. 

Getting involved does not 

just mean participating in 

school clubs or finding new 
friends to sit with during a 
lunch break. Professors on 

campus also encourage stu- 

dents to meet with them after 
class or during office hours 
with any questions a student 

might have. 
Author Gloria Watkins, bet- 

ter known by her pen-name 
bell hooks, touched on the 

issue regarding class partici- 

pation in her book "Teaching 
to Transgress: Education as 

the Practice of Freedom." 
Watkins argued that if teach- 

ers use their power to control 
a student and don't allow room 
for discussion, then students 
will not receive a well-rounded 
education. 

Many teachers at Parkland 
agree that students need to 

participate in the classroom 
because it helps students 

engage in critical thinking. 
Matthews commented that 

when his teachers have him 

get involved in class, he usu- 
ally does a lot better. 

"I just can't pay attention 
when a teacher tries to lecture 

the whole time," Matthews 

said. When teachers have us 

give our thoughts I usually lis- 
ten more because I want peo- 
ple to know what I think." 

It is the job of both the pro- 
fessors and the students to 
make a class both enjoyable 
and a learning-friendly envi- 
ronment. 

Teachers that encour- 

age student involvement can 
assist students in their studies 

by engaging them and keep- 
ing their attention. Likewise, 
students that get involved and 

speak up in class can improve 
themselves and also make 

passing the time in class eas- 
ier. 
The next time a teacher asks 

a question, students should 
remember to raise their hand 
and participate. And when it 
comes to making new friends, 
expanding one's horizon can 
make a huge difference. 

Getting involved in college 
can help a student succeed 
in the classroom, so never be 
afraid to participate. 
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Schmoozing in an electronic world 
K.C. Cote 

HMH MC7* 

I recently hired a student to 

help me get wired into what I'm 
told is the minimum needed to 
survive in today's digital world. 
So now in addition to Face- 

book, I am able to link in, tweet, 
Google Plus and other things 
I can't remember because I 

haven't used them yet. 
I'm hardly a technophobe; 

in fact, I tend toward geek. 
Where else but Facebook 
would I have found Ellen Dege- 
neres' delicious take on Bic 

pens for women? NASA Gang- 
nam Style? Talking cats playing 
patty cake? During the election, 
political humor on Facebook 
kept me sane, and articles 
shared by smart friends kept 
me informed. Mostly, I like see- 
ing what former students and 
old friends are up to. 

Still, I've been more than hes- 
itant to dive head first into the 
rest of the social media thing, 
and I was not clear why. 
And then it came to me: I'm 

just not that social. 
I delight in small groups of 

friends - even better, one on 
one. I rarely answer my phone 
("KC! Are you there? Pick up!") 
I've been called a vampire 
because I often sit in the dark. 

In school, I flunked Girl 
Scouts (loved the cookies; hated 
the uniform thing). I dropped 
out of the one sorority a friend 
was able to shoehorn me 

. 

mto. 

I watched my generation's revolutions mostly from 
the sidelines, supportive but rarely on the streets. I 
never much wanted to join professional organizations 
because I didn't care about being a member of the 
national association of anything. 
When the brilliant (and autistic) writer Donna Wil- 

liams described groups of normal folks as Red People 
after a while, just "noisy, vibrating colors" -1 under- 

stood perfectly. 

tMustration by Damon Gascon/Bay Area News Group 

shoulders with the "right" peo- 
ple. Joining. 
Somehow, I managed back 

then with a minimum of 

schmoozing. Now I've decided 
that the minimum, digitally, will 
serve me once again. There'll 
always be a place for those who 
prefer to sit in the dark at least 
some of the time. 
But I'm abstaining, not reject- 

ing- 
I can already hear Instagram 

calling. Tweeting will no doubt 
fast become addictive, like gos- 
sip and potato chips. I will keep 
looking in from the outside, 
mostly, on Facebook, occasion- 
ally announcing some crucial 

upcoming event - Pi Day, for 
example. (Mark your calendars 
now: March 14, at 1:59 p.m., eat 
pie and behave irrationally.) 

I'll certainly use the whole 
tool kit to flog my own work and 
that of my friends. 
But to get work "out there" 

requires producing the work, 
and there's a lot less time for 
that when we're pressured to 
be constantly social networking 
(or as a friend calls it, "social 
notworking"). 

That's not a new observation, 
but it's also not trivial. 

Like a lot of writers, I do my 
best work when I'm not doing 
much of anything. Hiking, dig- 
ging in the dirt, reading novels, 
dancing around the house, lis- 
tening to music. If I connect on 
social media instead, I may be 
more "out there" but a lot less 

wm oe going on m nere. Ana 

And until the push to be out there socializing dig- 
itally, all that seemed more or less OK. 
Now I have a nifty set of new tools to accomplish 

everything digitally I never much enjoyed in real life, 
and what have I done with them? So far, not much. 

But, once I got wired, I also stopped feeling guilty 
about my lack of constant exposure. After all, it's 
not so different from the old days, when getting "out 
there" mostly meant collecting contacts, rubbing 

then 111 have nothing to share. 
The most productive part of my day is often close 

to sunset, on the beach or near a window, sitting in 
silence, listening to the night fall, with my love, or 
my cat, or alone. 

I can hear myself think. I can let the world in. So 
when I do get out there, I may have something to say. 

(c)2013 Los Angeles Times 

Voting rights remain vulnerable 
The Philadelphia inquirer 

Half a century after Congress 
passed landmark civil-rights legisla- 
tion, how far should the federal gov- 
ernment go to protect the hard-won 

voting rights of once-disenfranchised 
minorities? That's the question before 
the U.S. Supreme Court after Wednes- 
day's arguments on the latest challenge 
to the Voting Rights Act of 1965. While 
times have changed, the court should 
heed the continued need for voting pro- 
tections. 
The justices are considering a chal- 

lenge to the section of the law that 
requires certain voting districts to 

get clearance from the U.S. Justice 

Department before they can change 
election rules or procedures. The pro- 
vision applies to all or part of 16 states 
with a history of voter discrimination 
- mostly in the South, with its long his- 
tory of voting laws designed to keep 
minorities out of polling places. Con- 
gress has repeatedly renewed the 

Voting Rights Act, most recently in 
2006, when it extended the clearance 
requirement for 25 years. 
Three years ago, the high court con- 

sidered the same issue but ultimately 
sidestepped what Chief Justice John 
Roberts called a "difficult constitu- 

tional question." That's not likely to 
happen this time. 

In the latest challenge, from Shelby 
County, Ala., state and county officials 
argue that in light of significant prog- 
ress on voting rights, they should no 
longer be subject to the same level of 
federal oversight. 

Indeed, the days of Bull Connor and 
church bombings are long gone, and 
race relations are not what they were 
50 years ago. African Americans and 
other racial minorities voted in record 
numbers last year, helping to propel 
President Obama to a second term. 
But that doesn't mean it's time to put 

away an effective tool for preventing 
voter discrimination. The 2012 election 
also provided ample evidence that such 
protections are still needed. The Vot- 
ing Rights Act played a role in success- 
ful efforts to prevent several states, 
including Pennsylvania, from imple- 
menting voter-identification laws that 
were expected to discourage minori- 
ties from showing up at the polls. 
And despite those efforts, there were 

still cases like that of the 102-year-old 
Florida woman who had to wait more 
than three hours to cast her ballot. Her 
state curtailed early voting, causing 
long lines at polling places. 
Rather than striking down the Voting 

Voting Rights Act states 
Sfafes yy/ffi a /i/sfory of d/'sc/*/7n/nafo/y yof/ng pracf/ces fhaf are 
soh/'ecf fo Secf/on 5 of fhe S/bf/ng R/g/ifs /4cf, sfafes regu/'re federa/ 
approya/ for any changes /n yof/ng /aws. 

NOTE: Some 
counties, cities 
exempt in Ala., 
Ga.andVa. 

NOTE: Aiaska and 
Hawaii are not to scaie 

Source: U.S. Department of Justice 
Graphic: Judy Treible 

Rights Act's clearance requirement, 
the justices should provide guidance 
on updating the law. Congress could, 
for example, change the formula that 
determines which jurisdictions are 

covered and allow reduced oversight of 

those with strong records. The best out- 
come would be a ruling that gives law- 
makers another opportunity to decide 
how to protect voters' constitutional 

rights fairly. 
(c)2013 The Philadelphia Inquirer 

MLK 
continued /rom poge 1 

from, you have no idea how to 
get where you need to go. Her 

message was that the per- 
sonal research can give helpful 
advice as well as increase rela- 
tions between people as they 
may share common strands. 

History is easily forgotten 
and Green's struggle with the 
rest of the Little Rock Nine can 

get lost in the shuffle. 
"Don't take education for 

granted," Fowler advised. 
"Even today, the U.S. Supreme 
court is dealing with another 
issue that's important, voting 
rights. Don't take these rights 
for granted. If we take it for 
granted, then those opportu- 
nities may be foreclosed to 
us in the future in one way or 
another." 
How does the legacy stay 

alive and intact? 
"We keep trying to tell the 

stories," Thrner said. 
As long as they are repeated, 

they will never go away. 

Another set of stories that 
needs to be repeated are those 
of the award winners shown in 
the video from the ceiebration. 

Tori Exum-Johnson won 

the Doris Hoskins Prestigious 
Community Service Award. 

"Crisis Line, A Service 
of Community Elements" 
received the James R. Burgess, 
Sr. - Susan Freiburg Humani- 
tarian Award. 

Dr. Francis Ihejirika was 

honored with the Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Outstanding 
Achievement Award. 
These community heroes 

shall not be soon forgotten as 
they join the list of other pres- 
tigious individual award win- 
ners for their service to Cham- 

paign County. 
The celebration at Parkland 

is still in its infancy but is sure 
to grow with each passing year. 
Dean TUmer leaves the stu- 

dents with a simple message. 
"Understand you're a role 

model." 

For more information on 

events, visit www.parkland. 
edu /newsEvents. 
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Setecting a new pope 
77?e e/ecf/cr? of a pope /s a cenfor/es-o/P process fbaf was /asf opPafeP ;n ^007 by Pope SeneP/cf AV/. S/nce 7^77, fbe cbcrcb's b/pbes7-ran^/np c/er/cs, /be carP/na/s, baye yo/eP /n a 
conc/aye, wb/cb was /nsf/fufeP as 7be reso/f of one of fbe /onpesf papa/ yacanc/es /n b/s/ory Two years and n/ne monfbs. 

Cardinats' todging 
Cardina!s probab!y wi!) be bused to and from the 
chape! to timit exposure to outside infiuences; they 
may not communicate with anyone not invoived in 
the etection or be exposed to mass media 

Morning of prayer 
On the conctave's first day, the cardinats assembie for a 
Mass in the morning, and wa!k in a procession to the 
Sistine Chape! in the afternoon 

i i r 

Conctave begins 
As a group, the cardinats swear an oath of secrecy; each then ptaces 
his hands on the Gospeis and adds a persona) promise 
Secrecy The room is cieared of nonparticipants, and entrances are 
seated; voting may begin right away 

4pos<o//c L/bra/y 

Vatican City 
.Ha/'o? 

, Brantaftfa 
* 

Mouse of 
St. Martha ! r 

Papa/^tvcf/ence /-/a// 

% 

Hctvse 

"G'Yf 

o/ Ma/y" 

Ra/ace of f/ie 
' 

Ho^ O/f/ce 

M New pope detivers his 
^ biessing from batcony 

^^apa//4parfmenfs 

Barracks of f] 

^ St. Peter's 
Square 

The voting process 
Voting in the Sisiine Chape) takes p!ace once on the first day of the conciave; 
if a pope isn't chosen at that time, voting then occurs twice during each subsequent morning and evening 

s Disguising his handwriting, 
each cardina) writes his choice 

on the baitot and foids it twice 

2 Each hoids his baitot 
so it can be seen and 

waiks to the aitar 

3 Baiiot is piaced on a 
goiden ptate, then siid into a 
receptacie, traditionaiiy a 
chaiice; receptacie is 
shaken to mix the baiiots, 
which are then transferred 
to an urn 

BaUot 

Sistine 

Chape! 
cutaway 

Cardinal 
des^s and 
chairs 

Stove 
and chimney 

^ Ballots are counted at a table !n 
front of the altar. Names are read 
aloud; a needle and thread are 
used to join the ballots, and they 
are placed aside; votes are totaled 

v Ballots are burned in stove 
after each vote 

Ballots 

Voting resuits 
- A pope is elected when he 
obtains a two-thirds majority 

a change established by 
Pope Benedict in 2007; if 

cardinals are deadlocked after 

13 days, they pause for a day 
of prayer and reflection, then 
move on to runoff ballots 
between two leading 
candidates; election continues 
until a two-thirds majority Is 
reached 

- When ballots are burned, 
black smoke indicates no 

decision has been made and 
white smoke signifies a new 
pope 

No decision New pope 

The new pope 
W/fh/n hours of h/s 
e/ecf/or?, fhe new pope. 

- Chooses the name by 
which he wi!! be known 

- Goes to a sma!) red 
room near the chape); he 
is dressed in the papa) 
vestments, white sku)! cap 
and soutane, which have 
been prepared in various 
sizes 

- Proceeds to the main 

batcony of the Vatican, 
where the senior cardina) 

deacon dectares, 
"Habemus papam! 

" 

(We 
have a pope); pope 
detivers his first papa) 
btessing 

The CoHege 
of Cardinats 
On!y cardinats under the 
age of 80 may vote for a 
new pope; more than hatf 
of the 118 e!igib!e 
cardinats were appointed 
by Pope Benedict XV!; 
the rest were appointed 
by Pope John Pau) !) 

Cardinai eiectors, by region of origin 
Europe 62 

Latin America 19 
*A.******3**.t.***S*J?. 

North America 14 

U.S.11 

Africa 11 Asia 11 Oceania 1 

Who can be pope? 
!n theory, any Cathoiic man in 
good standing may be eiected 

he need not be a cardina! or 
other member of the ciergy; 
the iast non-cardina! to ascend 

to the papacy was Urban V! in 

1379 

At S!U Carhondale, we think you 
should never miss an opportunity. 
Why take the summer off. when 
you can take the summer on? 

Summer session: 

June 10th-August 2nd 

For a short-term, intensive coarse, 

try intersession. a summer semester 
crammed into a few weeks. 

May13th-Jnne7th. 

Southern 
Illinois 

University 
CARBONDALE 
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"You've brought other birds 
here before, haven't you?" 

Classifieds 

YOUR AD HERE 

P!ace your ctassified here for onty $5 per week. 
Ads must be iess than three tines or 30 words. 

Contact our ad department today! 
217-351-2206 or prospectusads@parktand.edu 

"Man is not a rational animal, he is a 
rationalizing animal." 

Robert A. Heinlein 

BREWSTER ROCKtT 

7 [ W)LL BE AN UNDERCOVER 
6055 ANP M!N<3LE WfTH THE 
CREW. THEY W<LL THfNK THEY 
ARE TRA)N)N6 A NEW RECRUtT. 

^_^ 

! HOPE TO LEARN WA/S 
TO REPUCE EXPENSES. 
SO,) P0U6HT fHtS $300 

PISOU!SE. 

1/- 

FOR WHtCH YOU 
FA<P WAY TOO 

MUCH. 

SEE? !'M 
LEARNfNG 
ALREAPY. 
^-- 

Catamities of Nature by Tony Piro 

GOODMth) \MA$ A 
MAI^ MaaBTtST ^O 

T^OU&H*T ME ^AO StAC- 
CEEDEt> ^ ̂ SQUAR!MG 
YWE CIRCUS," AM AMCtEMl 
PROSCEM THA*T MAS 
EVEUlUALm PR^EM 

J^POSS^SU 

PROPOSED A Sm,TOTHE 
STATE 6P t^t^AMA "TWAl IF 
TWE^ PECLAREt) PROOF 
A "MATUEMKTttAL *TRm^w)' 
TMEM HE'P LET STATE TEXT- 
RooKS UEE P\S(ovERV 

FREE OF 
CHARGE. 

AUTM0U&HTM6 BtLL VJAS 
fm-L OF MATKEMRT'tAU 
ERRORS A^O EV6M 
PEPtMEb TY To BE 3/2^ 
il )MOULD WA\(B PASSED 
^ A PU&OUE MATV^ 

L PROFESSOR. ^AON'l 

Foutj& out 
ABOUT ST 
AMD 
ttuTER- 

MSA1*BE SOMEPAf VUE'UL 
LEARM THAT Pot-ITICIAMS 
CAM'T BE TRUSTEE To 
LEGISLATE OM MATTER^ 

OE TRUTH.... 
*T0 OPfER A: 
^ BALA^CEP 

^ Sc!6MCE 
Et)UCAT)oN ^6: 
* MUST TEACH 
1KTELUG6MT: 
PEOGM/ 

Best )n Show Comic 

—"H— ! LU TC/VW 
VOU'RSSUPPOSEPTO' 
gS LOCKEP ̂ W/IV 11^ 

6/H-AXICON EEPEWIOM 
6UL36 WITH NO HOPE, 

OEPAROLE.' 

WOW PIP vou 
Ef)P UP IP) TWE BOTTOM 
OP MV B46 OP CWIPS?) 

< sncK mm tM 
MERE... THESE M6S /SRE 

, imPOSSISLE TO OPEM. > 

xkcd.com 
! 

^&5EUPW!HE 

flCKEMSWKWr 
1WM MW Mh^W. 

MO, WDOhfl 

) WKM'T? 
NOPE.' ^ 

$E?0MA8aA.- 

W3?a^GS5?13KEr 

...gxwsM 

HXJHME 
F^rrUBS. 
TRY!f 
YWSRR 
-V 

fLatEaH POTHER! 
w 10 HE 

-w&rreas^xRS:. 
) I 
^ 
WYYESrOMW 
6UER. UHATtr^p? 

Heaithy Living 

Second to naan 
Maan, or /nd/an f/afdread, /s frad/f/ona//y da^ed /n a Tandoor/ oven, dof 

you can ma^e a dea/^d/er vers/on af dome us/ng a standard oven. 

upaatmg a ctasstc 
- tnslead of a!t-purpose ftour, try whote wheat 
for a heaithy dose of dietary fiber 

@2011 MCI 

* Standard recipes 
:atl tor milk, yogurt, 
eggs, or butter; for 

vegan naan, use 

soy mi!k instead 

* Fill the naan like 

a pita with your 
favorite foods; 

use it to soak up 
sauces, or eat it 

plain, fresh out of 
the oven 

* Naan should be 

puffy and siightly 
browned 

3: MCT Photo Service, 
PETA. Food Network 
Graphic: Lauren Yoffe 
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AppiV online at wwwprospectusnewscom 
Emait: prospectusaeKor@gmaH.com 

Sudoku (hard) 
r 

FOR RELEASE DECEMBER 17, 2011 

Los Angeies Times Daiiy Crossword Puzzie 
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis 

ACROSS 
1 Cause ofarun, 
perhaps 

10 Benjamin 
15 Two-time Best 

Situation 

Comedy Emmy 
winner 

16 Still in contention 
17 Scorned 
18 0ysterquartz 

maker 
19 Agitates, with "at" 
20 Physicist 

Ampere 
22 New York Giants 

ownership family 
name 

23 Drink suffix 
24 Obstructs 
26 Dilutes 
30 Locking blocks 
32 Work with a 

shuttle 
33 Order of the 

British Empire, 
e.g. 

3b Huner up, 
perhaps 

37 Film feline 
38 Key color 
40 Region 
41 Antifreeze 

compound 
43 Some runners 
45 Result preceder 
46 Like some waste 
48 Center 
49 Something to use 

on leftovers 
51 Old dance 
53 Fixed stake 
54 Emphasize to 

excess 

56 Composed 
60 Fluffy 
62 It "isn't what it 

used to be": 
Peter De Vries 

64 In reserve 
65 Horror movie 

staples 
66 Get Mad again 
67 "I need a hand!" 

DOWN 
1 Sweeping 
2 Pelvic parts 

By Barry C. Silk 

3Dramathat 

began with a 
plane crash 

4TCM 
merchandise 

5 Shell game need 

6Epic featuring 
Agamemnon 

7Dig 
8 Kept in the loop, 

briefly 
9lt's always 
number one 

10Ride 
11 NFL review 

technique 
12 Featuring built-in 

columns 
13 Jenny Craig 

targets 
14 Southern side 
21 Karl Benz or 

Henry Ford 
23 Grand Canyon 

State sch. 
25 Chi follower 
26 2005 

Brosnan/Kinnear 
film with a 

bullfight scene 
27 Aces 
28 Lottery draw 

12/17/11 

Friday's Puzzie Soived 

(c)2011 Tribune Media Services, inc. 12/17/11 

29 Genesis builder 

31 Town in Salerno 
34 "The Bathers" 

artist 
36 Avianca airlines 

destination 
39 Construction site 

sight 
42 Words on some 

initial volumes 
44 Rapscallion 
47 Cheat 

50 One handling hot 

things? 
52 Ready 
55 Yawn inducer 
56 Footprint, e g. 
57 Field: Pref. 
58 Stead 
59 Clipper part 
61 Fine-grained 

wood 
63 Short-term 

funding source 

Prospectus Mews 

i iowte find free PC 

Software 



Cobras BasketbaH season comes to an end 
Atex WaMner 

5porfs l/Vr/fer 

As the Men's Basketball 

regular season for Parkland 

comes to a close, fans remem- 
ber a season of ups and downs. 
The season started strong 

with the team winning the Lake 
Land Laker Classic, a tourna- 
ment involving good Division I 

junior colleges. Parkland went 
on to win the tournament by an 

average spread of 17 points. 
This tournament sparked 

the Cobras, who went on to 
have an excellent first half of 

basketball, finishing with nine 
wins and three losses. They 
looked like a top team going 
into the most rigorous part of 
the schedule in January and 
February. 
January was a real test for 

this team as the struggles 
started early. Parkland ended 
with a record of four wins and 
five losses and started off win- 
less in conference. 

February would be a defin- 
ing month for this team, as 
the last full month of the sea- 
son began. The Cobras ended 
the month with four wins and 
three losses and helped the 

players gain more confidence 
that the dreams of getting to 
the National Tournament could 
still become a reality. 
The season may have had a 

tough mid-section, but that can 
happen during the transition to 
a new sysetem and is a hurdle 
for any program when a new 
coach takes the reigns. 

Assistant Coach Coleco Buie 
shared his view of the coach- 

ing change. He has worked for 
both Nate Mast, the former 
men's basketball coach, and 
Anthony Figueroa, the current 
head coach. 
"Both coaches are very 

smart individuals, I've learned 
a lot from both of them so 

far. They both have different 
styles. With Nate, everything 
was Kansas stuff," Buie said. 
"Figueroa is one of those 

guys who takes a little bit from 
here and a little bit from there 

and incorporates it all into his 
system. I learned a lot from 
both and I'm happy to see Nate 
off doing his thing." 
"As far as the players, both 

are very talented groups. Last 

year I thought we were a lit- 
tle bit bigger and stronger and 
this year, we're smaller and 

quicker, so the talent is there," 
Buie continued. 
The season has been a grow- 

ing time for players as a team 
and individually. 

"I'm growing as a player 
by learning how to communi- 
cate on the court, whether its 
offense or defense that is what 
is making me better," fresh- 
man Lance Magee explained. 
"Practice and getting games 
under my belt gives me con- 
fidence to play at a high level, 
which also helps me as well." 
The season has had its ups 

and downs, but throughout the 

players have gained chemis- 
try and confidence and plan to 
show that in the postseason. 

The Region 24 Tourna- 

ment is on the minds of these 
Cobra piayers as the first step 
to Nationals and the last go- 
around for the five sopho- 
mores that play on this team. 
One sophomore who stands 

out is Dominique Walls, a 

transfer this season from 
Lewis & Clark College. He is 
getting situated to this new 
system like everyone else, 
but his road is a little differ- 
ent. Walls was never coached 

by Mast and is one player that 
stands out because of his abil- 

ity to leant and learn quickly. 
Walls is a player who 

believes in his team and thinks 
the sky is the limit for them. 
His expectations for this team 
are to do one thing; win a 
National Championship. 

"I expect it to be tough and 
filled with good teams," Walls 
said. "I expect that we will 

have a long road to the cham- 

pionship, but we definitely can 
make it to Nationals. We have 

a team that can go all the way 
and even win it." 
The goal from the beginning 

for a team with this much tal- 
ent is a trip to Danville and the 
National Tournament, where 
only the best junior colleges 
compete. Parkland's plan is 

to not only reach this site, but 

challenge the teams that are 
talented enough to make it 

there. 

Photo by Gerardo Jtmenez/Prospectus News 
Parkiand Cottege Men's Basketba)) Forward, Dominique Wetis, attempts a iay-up in the game 
against ttiinois Central CoNege, in East Peoria, on Feb. 23, 2013. 

Brothers And home with Cobras 

Mark Roughton 
.Sports Wr/ter 

The Parkland Baseball pro- 

gram welcomed three new 

players to the roster over 

winter break when transfers 

Tyler Anderson, Isaac Sam- 
pen and Sam Sampen decided 
to join the program. 
Anderson found his way to 

Champaign from the Univer- 
sity of Illinois Chicago. Isaac 
Sampen came from Purdue, 
and younger brother Sam 

Sampen had originally com- 
mitted to West Virginia but 
eventually they wound up 

together as Cobras. 
The journey of the Sampen 

brothers to Parkland was a lit- 
tle bit different than the path 
most athletes take on their 

way to Champaign. 
"At first we committed to 

West Virginia, and we got out 
there and realized it proba- 
bly wasn't going to work," 
younger brother Sam Sam- 

pen said. "So we decided that 

junior college was probably 
the best route for us." 

Older brother Isaac Sampen 
also realized that West Vir- 

ginia wasn't the best option. 
"We both felt like what we 

were told wasn't necessarily 
what we were going to get," 
Isaac Sampen said. 
Fresh out of high school in 

Brownsburg, a suburb west of 
Indianapolis in Indiana, Isaac 
Sampen was ready to go to 

Purdue University on a base- 
ball scholarship when things 
took an unexpected turn. He 
was unable to get into school 
there. 

A uiuH A Lane me wrmenpur- 

tion of the SAT because they 
told me I didn't have to take 

it, so I couldn't get in," Isaac 
recalled. "I signed with Pur- 
due after my freshman year. 
I was supposed to go there for 
three years." 
As a result, he was looking 

for another place to play and 
jumped quickly on the West 
Virginia offer. 
Sam was preparing to join 

him at West Virginia until they 
ultimately decided against the 
Mountaineers. 
Sam is a year behind Isaac 

in school, but graduated high 
school a semester early to 

enroll in college. 
"I just wanted to get out of 

high school and move on to 
get ready to play college base- 
ball," Sam explained. 
However, when their plans 

to play together at West Vir- 
ginia fell through, Isaac and 

!_:_^_._] 

Photo by JoJo Rhinehort/Prospectus News 
Freshman Sam Sampen and brother !saac decided to transfer to 
Parkiand, where they couid continue their sports career together. 

Sam once again needed a place 
to play college baseball. 

In the end it ah worked out 
for Coach Matt Kennedy and 
the Cobras. They landed two 
players with Division I talent. 
"We tell a lot of people that 

opt to go the four-year school 
route just 'Hey keep us in 
mind if anything changes'," 
Matt Kennedy said about his 
recruitment of the Sampens. 
"Sometimes it works out and 

sometimes it doesn't, and with 
these two guys when Isaac 
decided not to go to Purdue 

we were back in the mix in the 

recruiting process and it all 

worked out." 

Kennedy kept tabs on the 
Sampens during high school 

recruiting but didn't pursue 
them hard due to the attention 

they were receiving from so 
many high level NCAA Divi- 
sion I schools. 
Once things fell through for 

them with the Division I route, 
Parkland was the leading can- 
didate for the brothers. 
The official visits they took 

reaffirmed the notion. 

"I came on a visit and I liked 

it, and he'd already committed 
and we always wanted to play 
together," Sam stated. 
That idea of playing together 

in college was very important 
to the decision making process 
of the brothers and couldn't be 

overlooked. 

"I think it's something that 
most people don't get the 

opportunity to do," Isaac said. 

Equally important to the 

Sampens is the fact that now 

they can focus on just school 
and baseball for the first time 
in a long time. 

"I'm kind of sick of the whole 

recruiting process because 
I've gone through it three 

times," Isaac said. 
"I'm ready to just not deal 

with that for a little while." 
These brothers from 

Brownsburg like the current 

group of Cobras which they 
are joining and expect big 
things in the coming months. 

"It's a close knit group; we 
all hang out with each other 
and get along. It's a really hard 
working group too," Isaac said. 
Not only do Isaac and Sam 

expect big things the season 
now underway, but their Head 
Coach Matt Kennedy sees 

their potential and has his own 

expectations for them. 
"Both of these guys are mid- 

dle of the lineup guys that need 
to drive in runs for us," Ken- 
nedy said. 

Isaac has earned the start- 

ing left field job and may 
potentially see some starts in 
the pitching rotation as a legit- 
imate two way player. Sam will 
be filling an open position at 
third base. 

Isaac and Sam Sampen fig- 
ure to play a significant role if 
the Cobras are to get back to 
the Division II World Series 
for the first time since 2010. 
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With the arrival of the dysfunctional first family of 
' 

1600 Penn/ we round up our favorite fictional leaders 

THE 
tDEALtST 

Jed Bartiet of "The West Wing 
" 

Josiah Edward "Jed" Bartlet (played by 
Martin Sheen) was the president that many 

American viewers 

wibiicu nicy cuuiu 

have had. His 

administration 

was ah about 

noble causes and 

^ making govem- 
* ment work for the 

people. Among his 

accomplishments: He 
created muttons ot new American joos, 
masterminded Social Security reform and 
brokered a peace settlement between Israel 

and Palestine. 

THE 
MARTYR 

David Paimer of "24" 

It has been said that Palmer (played by 
Dennis Haysbert) had so much credibility 

"5 

presence as an 

African- 

American presi- 
dent that Barack 

Obama benefited 

when he ran in 

realiife. Alas,a 
worid that needed 

counterterrorism expert 
jacK cauer to save every aay was not a 

good world in which to be president. 
Palmer barely survived an assassination 

attempt in Season 2 and was gunned down 
at the beginning of Season 5. 

TUP 

TRA!L BLAZER 
Mackenzie Aiien of 

"Commander in Chief" 

Vice President "Mac" Allen (played by 
Geena Davis) became the first female presi- 

—— dent after the death of 

Her running mam 

A . just a year and a 
haif into his 

term. Her work 
- 

was at times 

gf sabotaged by 
sexist misgivings 

about a woman's 

ability to iead, but 
Allen was a scrapper. The show was can- 

celed after one season and we haven't had a 

female president yet, so maybe she wasn't 
as convincing a sell as Palmer was. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF NBC 

"1600 Penn's" Josh Gad as hapiess Skip hams it up for the camera. Behind him 

(from ieft) is Andre Hotiand as press secretary Marshaii Maiioy, Jenna Eifman as 
first iady and stepmom Emiiy, Biii Puiiman as President Date Giichrist, Martha 
Macisaac as oidest daughter Becca, Amara Miiier and Benjamin Stockham as 

Marigoid and Xander, the two youngest of the Giichrist cian. 

By David Martindate 
For; W^rf/: Aar-7e&gram 

osh Gad, the star and co-creator of 
" 

1600 Penn," wants to make 

[ this perfect)y clear: 
The White House family in his new sitcom, which airs 9:30 

p.m. ET Thursday on NBC, is not modeled after the Obamas. 
Now that that's settled, everyone in America can respond with a 

collective, "Well, duh!" 

Because isn't that already obvious? 
President Dale Gilchrist (played by Bill Pullman) and wife Emily 

(Jenna Elfman) more closely resemble Mitt and Ann Romney than 

they do the first couple. 
And the last time we checked, there was no goofball first son 

residing in the White House, setting accidental fires in the Rose 
Garden and inciting international incidents with visiting dignitaries. 

If a real-life Skip Gilchrist (Gad's character) was wreaking that 
kind of havoc in Washington, you had better believe the 24-hour 
news networks would be on top of the story. 

Still, it s tun to imagine a comedic wild man — a John Belushi, a 

John Candy, a Jack Black or a Josh Gad ... yes, he wields that kind of 
manic energy — throwing decorum to the wind and doing a belly 
flop in the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool. 

"The Obama family is almost supernaturally perfect — and perfec- 
tion doesn't really lead to comedy," says Gad, a Tony Award nominee 
for his performance in Broadway's "The Book of Mormon." 

"But you can look at some of the presidential predecessors and 

you can see dysfunction in the halls of the White House for at least 
100 years. 
"And what's so interesting now is, under the scrutiny of the 24- 

hour news cycle, what happens if a dysfunctional family were to be 
front and center? How do you avoid the blitzkrieg of questions?" 

"1600 Penn" isn't the first TV series to explore this premise, although 
inside-the-White-House shows aren't always played for laughs. 

THE 
SCHEMER 

Chartes Logan of "24" 

President Logan (played by Gregory Itzin) 
<vas a petty man wieiding big power, a 

dangerous combina- 
ion. At nrst, 

Logan has us 
fooled. Viewers 

relieved he was 

m ineffectual, 
tndecisive 

eader. Only later 
fid we discover 

hat he was involved 

tn President Palmer s murder and a terror- 

ist attack on U.S. soil. The snake kept try- 
ing to wipe his hands clean by pinning the 
blame on Jack Bauer. 

HONORABLE 

MENHON 

H Fitzgerald Thomas 
Brant H! (Tony 
Boidwyn), adulterous 

president being black- 
mailed in "Scandal." 

H Setina Meyer 
(p!ayed by Ju!ia Louis- 

Dreyfus), the taken-for 

-granted vice president 
on "Veep." 

H Zoey Bartlet (Elizabeth 
Moss), presidential daugh- 
ter an Georgetown 
Graduate once kidnapped, 
on "The West Wing." 

H Ehas Martmez (B)atr 
Underwood), president 
and baseball fan bom to 

middle class Cuban 

refugees on "The Event." 

H Abbey Barttet 

(Stockard Channing), 
first lady, Harvard-trained 

physician and Zoey's 
mother, on "The West Wing." 

H Sherry Palmer 

(Penny Johnson 

Jerald), duplicitous Hrst 

lady, constantly grasping 
for power on "24." 

H Eiaine Barrish 

(Sigourney Weaver), sec- 

retary of state and former 
first lady in "Political 
Animals." 
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