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INTRODUCTION

uent, deaths by electrocution occur. Usually in fatal cases the manner of death is accidental, rarely homicidal
ally suicidal. In suicide the victim frequently has a professional skill or some knowledge in electricity, creating
5s complex electrical device that will produce the fatal shock.

CASE REPORT

An 87 year old man, was found dead in his home. The body was in the garage, lying down on
his back (Fig.1), presenting a bandage tying up two metal plates around his chest (Figs.2,3),
attached by two copper wires to a welding device, which was connected to the electrical
current (Figs.4,5,6,7).

Some notes were found in his home, allegedly written by the
deceased, where it could be read “Im in the garage” (Fig.8), “You
can touch the dead man” (Fig.9), and some safety instructions
about how to disconnect the electrical device (Figs.10,11).

The deceased was a retired nautical driver with electrician
skills acquired during his professional activity. Currently
he was living in a retirement home.

In the morning of that day, the victim stated that he was not
feeling so well and he wanted to die at home .

The autopsy revealed four fourth-degree burning areas
(charring injuries) on the victim’s chest (front and left
surface) surrounded by an erythematous halo on the
location of the two plates (Figs.12,13). Toxicologycal
analyses were negative.
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