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Preface

The late Dr. Tsuen-Hsuin Tsien (University of Chicago) regularly conducted surveys for “Far
Eastern Materials in American Libraries” and “Present status of East Asian Collections in
America” from the 1960s through 1970s which included volume holdings, acquisitions of
volumes added, budget (materials and salaries), and library personnel directories in the
Committee on East Asian Libraries Newsletter, the Journal of East Asian Libraries (JEAL), and
other publications by the Association of Asian Studies, the Association of Research Libraries,
and the University of Chicago Press.

In 1988, the Council of East Asian Libraries (CEAL) Task Force for Annual Review and
Survey of Library Resources, chaired by Min-Chih Chou (Cornell University), started
publishing these statistics annually. The CEAL statistics have been collected and published
since the 1989 February issue of JEAL with data from 1987/88. In 1998, the CEAL Statistics
Task Force (1996-99, Chaired by Hsi-chu Bolick) announced that new survey forms will follow
categories used by the ARL Statistics and would replace previous survey formsbeginning
in the 1998-99 survey.

The CEAL Statistics Database, a database dedicated to CEAL statistics data collection, was
created in 2000 using the new survey forms and began online data collection and data
dissemination in 2001. The CEAL Statistics Committee has since added E-Resource Form
(2001- ), Electronic Book Form (2008- ), extended the Other Materials Form to include online
formats (2017- ), and created the E-Resource Database by Subscription Lists of East Asian
Studies with content count (2017- ). Between 2006 and 2007, the Committee input
retrospective data prior to 1999, including Dr. Tsien’s survey and previous annual
publications and surveys by CEAL task forces. The CEAL Statistics Database includes data
collected from North American East Asian libraries and museum collections published from
1957 to the present. This database of East Asian libraries and museum collections includes
physical volume holdings, volumes added, serials titles, other materials, electronic resources,
fiscal support, staffing, and user services information

Statistical data from the survey period, July 1, 2020, through June 30, 2021, was impacted
by COVID-19 which brought unprecedented changes to all library operations including
collection, staffing, expenditure/budget, access and service activities. In addition to the
pandemic, other factors that affect participation in the survey include changes in integrated
library systems, personnel issues, and organizational changes, compounded by lack of staff
support and international shipment delays.

This report is the 2020/2021 statistics data of 41 libraries. Among them, there are 3
Canadian university libraries and 38 US research institutions, including the Library of
Congress. Of these university institutions, 20 are public and 17 are private university
libraries. Total printed monographs acquisition was 246,106 volumes, a 36.8% decrease
compared to 2017 but a 26% growth from 2020 (missing one major holding participation).
The physical volumes addition was 400,261 which included non- acquired materials and
bound serial volumes. Purchased eBook volume in 2021 was 6,124,909 which made the total
CEAL eBook holdings 20,155,882 volumes. E-book accessed by subscription totaled
87,691,465. The total collection holdings with purchased eBooks was 42,181,200, a 20%
increase from 35,002,304 in 2020. Personnel support total was 302.74 FTE (46%

professional, 36.6% supporting staff, 10.9% student, and 6% others.), a decrease of 23%
from 393.35 FTE in 2020 and a 30% decrease from 2017. Four libraries outsourced their
acquisitions and 10 libraries outsourced proce¥sing.
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Note that every year the number of participating libraries varies and some did not
complete all survey forms. The CEAL grand total may show irregular growth curves due to the
number of participants. Based on the libraries that have participated since 2017, the CEAL
grand total collection size is 45,023,032 in 2021, a 15.6% growth from 2020, and 46%growth
since 2017. Total volume holdings (without eBook) is 22,537,172, a 1.72% increase from
22,156,225 in 2020, and 7.36% increase compared to 2017. Personnel support with
interpolated total would be 391.11 FTE which is a 15.63% decrease from 463.55 FTE in 2020.
This data can be obtained from the CEAL Statistics Database at https://ceal.lib.ku.edu.

As inflation and international shipments continue to affect collections and servicesthrough
2021. Data collection in 2021-2022 will continue to record the impact of the pandemic and
display whether library operations and collections will recover to pre-2020 normality. More
eBooks were purchased and reported during this survey year and over 100East Asian studies
databases were offered temporary access by database providers during 2020 with some
extended access in early 2021. It may be inevitable that libraries will acquire more electronic
resources than physical materials in the near future.

This CEAL statistics report is the last one from Vickie, chair of CEAL Statistics Committee
since 1999. Her service to the CEAL Statistics community comes to an end. We encourage all
CEAL libraries to participate in data collection to document the continuing development of
East Asian studies in North America.

Vickie Fu Doll (University of Kansas)

Wen-ling Liu (Indiana University)
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