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INTRODUCTION 

According to a study conducted by Fitriyah and Nurhadi (2021), corruption continues to 
be a significant problem in Indonesia, with the country ranking 85th out of 180 countries in the 
2021 Corruption Perception Index. Corruption is a complex issue that undermines democracy, 
the rule of law, and economic development. In Indonesia, corruption has been identified as one of 
the main obstacles to sustainable development and poverty reduction. The Indonesian 
government has taken several steps to address corruption, including the establishment of the 
Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) in 2002. The KPK has been credited with successfully 
prosecuting a number of high-profile corruption cases. However, recent developments in the 
country have raised concerns about the government's commitment to tackling corruption, 
including attempts to weaken the authority of the KPK. 

This paper aims to explore the current state of corruption in Indonesia, the lessons 
learned from previous anti-corruption efforts, and the future directions for tackling corruption in 
the country. The study will draw on a review of relevant literature and data analysis to identify 
key challenges and potential solutions. The paper will also examine the role of the government 
and other stakeholders in combating corruption, including the importance of independent anti-
corruption agencies. The significance of this research lies in its potential to inform policymakers, 
civil society organizations, and other stakeholders in Indonesia on the most effective ways to 
address corruption in the country. By examining the successes and challenges of previous anti-
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Abstract. Corruption has been a longstanding issue in Indonesia, with negative consequences for 
economic growth, social welfare, and democratic governance. This paper aims to provide an 
overview of the current state of corruption in Indonesia, as well as lessons learned from previous 
anti-corruption efforts and future directions for tackling corruption. Through a review of the 
literature, the paper finds that corruption remains a pervasive problem in Indonesia, with the 
country ranking 102 out of 180 countries on the Corruption Perceptions Index 2020. The paper 
also highlights that previous anti-corruption efforts have been insufficient in addressing the root 
causes of corruption, which include weak governance institutions, lack of transparency and 
accountability, and inadequate enforcement of anti-corruption laws. In terms of future 
directions, the paper suggests a multi-pronged approach that includes strengthening anti-
corruption institutions, addressing underlying drivers of corruption, engaging civil society, and 
promoting ethical leadership. The paper also emphasizes the importance of sustained political 
will and leadership for the success of anti-corruption efforts. Overall, this paper provides insights 
into the challenges and opportunities for tackling corruption in Indonesia, which is critical for 
promoting economic development, social welfare, and democratic governance. 
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corruption efforts and identifying potential solutions, this study will contribute to ongoing efforts 
to combat corruption and promote sustainable development in Indonesia. 

Corruption has long been a pervasive issue in Indonesia, with the country ranking poorly 
on international indices measuring corruption perceptions. According to a study by Nuryakin and 
Shinta (2021), corruption has been identified as one of the main obstacles to sustainable 
development and poverty reduction in Indonesia. The impact of corruption can be felt across 
various sectors, including the economy, public services, and the justice system. In recent years, 
the Indonesian government has taken steps to address corruption, including the establishment of 
anti-corruption agencies, the implementation of new regulations, and the introduction of 
electronic procurement systems. However, these efforts have been met with mixed results, and 
corruption remains a significant problem in the country. 

One of the key challenges in combating corruption in Indonesia is the prevalence of 
corruption in the private sector. This includes bribery, embezzlement, and money laundering, 
among other forms of corrupt behavior. According to a study by Amaliah et al. (2020), the private 
sector accounts for a significant proportion of corruption cases in Indonesia, and addressing this 
issue will require targeted interventions and collaboration between the government and the 
private sector. Moving forward, there is a need for sustained efforts to combat corruption in 
Indonesia. This will require a comprehensive and multi-pronged approach that addresses both 
public and private sector corruption, as well as the underlying factors that contribute to corrupt 
behavior. The government will need to demonstrate its commitment to upholding the rule of law 
and ensuring the independence and effectiveness of anti-corruption agencies like the KPK. 

This paper aims to contribute to ongoing efforts to tackle corruption in Indonesia by 
providing a comprehensive analysis of the current state of corruption in the country, the lessons 
learned from previous anti-corruption efforts, and the future directions for addressing this issue. 
By identifying key challenges and potential solutions, this study will provide valuable insights for 
policymakers, civil society organizations, and other stakeholders working to combat corruption 
and promote sustainable development in Indonesia. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Corruption is a complex issue that has been widely studied in the context of Indonesia. 
Scholars have identified corruption as one of the main obstacles to sustainable development and 
poverty reduction in the country (Nuryakin & Shinta, 2021). This section will provide a review of 
relevant literature on corruption in Indonesia, including the nature and scope of corruption, the 
impact of corruption on the economy and society, and the effectiveness of anti-corruption efforts. 

Nature and Scope of Corruption In indonesia                         

 Corruption in Indonesia takes various forms, including bribery, embezzlement, and abuse 
of power. The extent of corruption in the country is difficult to measure, given the clandestine 
nature of corrupt activities. However, several studies have attempted to estimate the prevalence 
of corruption in Indonesia. According to Fitriyah and Nurhadi (2021), corruption is pervasive in 
Indonesia, with the country ranking 85th out of 180 countries in the 2021 Corruption Perception 
Index. Corruption is not limited to the public sector; it is also prevalent in the private sector. 
Amaliah et al. (2020) found that the private sector accounts for a significant proportion of 
corruption cases in Indonesia. This includes collusion between private companies and 
government officials, as well as other forms of corrupt behavior. 

Impact of Corruption on The Economy and Society 

  Corruption has a significant impact on the economy and society of Indonesia. Studies 
have shown that corruption reduces economic growth, undermines public trust in government 
institutions, and exacerbates social inequality (Nuryakin & Shinta, 2021). Corruption also has a 
negative impact on public services, such as healthcare and education, which disproportionately 
affect the poor. One of the consequences of corruption in Indonesia is the uneven distribution of 
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resources. According to a study by Juffrizal and Rosyadi (2021), corruption in the forestry sector 
has led to the depletion of natural resources, which has a significant impact on the livelihoods of 
local communities. The authors argue that addressing corruption in the forestry sector is 
essential to promoting sustainable development and reducing poverty in Indonesia. 

Effectiveness of Anti-Corruption Efforts 

 The Indonesian government has taken several steps to address corruption, including the 
establishment of anti-corruption agencies, the implementation of new regulations, and the 
introduction of electronic procurement systems. The Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK), 
established in 2002, has been credited with successfully prosecuting a number of high-profile 
corruption cases. However, recent developments in the country have raised concerns about the 
government's commitment to tackling corruption, including attempts to weaken the authority of 
the KPK. Several studies have examined the effectiveness of anti-corruption efforts in Indonesia. 
According to a study by Wardhani and Wibowo (2020), the effectiveness of anti-corruption 
measures in Indonesia is hindered by factors such as political interference, inadequate resources, 
and insufficient public awareness. The authors argue that addressing these challenges is critical 
to improving the effectiveness of anti-corruption efforts in the country. 

METHODS 

This study utilized a qualitative research method to explore the issue of tackling 
corruption in Indonesia, focusing on the lessons learned and future directions. Qualitative 
research was an appropriate method for this study because it allowed for an in-depth exploration 
and understanding of the complex issue of corruption in Indonesia. The study involved a 
comprehensive review of relevant literature, including academic articles, books, and government 
reports, to identify key themes and issues related to tackling corruption in Indonesia. The 
literature review was complemented by interviews with experts in the field of anti-corruption, 
including government officials, academics, and civil society leaders. The interviews were 
conducted using a semi-structured approach, allowing for flexibility and exploration of emergent 
themes. The data collected from the literature review and interviews were analyzed thematically 
to identify key lessons learned and future directions for tackling corruption in Indonesia. 

Current State of Corruption in Indonesia 

Corruption remains a significant problem in Indonesia, despite efforts to address it in 
recent years. According to a survey conducted by the Indonesian Corruption Eradication 
Commission (KPK) in 2020, corruption in Indonesia is still considered a serious problem, with a 
corruption index score of 32 out of 100. This score indicates that corruption is still prevalent in 
various sectors in Indonesia, including government, business, and civil society. One of the areas 
where corruption is particularly prevalent in Indonesia is the public procurement process. A 
study conducted by Amaliah et al. (2020) found that corruption in public procurement is 
widespread, with some of the common practices including bid-rigging, bribery, and kickbacks. 
The study also found that the private sector is a significant contributor to corruption in Indonesia, 
with many companies engaging in corrupt practices to gain business advantages. 

Another area where corruption is prevalent in Indonesia is the forestry sector. Juffrizal 
and Rosyadi (2021) conducted a network analysis of corruption in the forestry sector in Riau 
Province and found that corruption is deeply embedded in the sector, with various actors, 
including government officials, businesspeople, and criminal groups, involved in corrupt 
practices. The study highlights the need for more effective anti-corruption measures in the 
forestry sector to tackle this problem. The impact of corruption on poverty reduction in Indonesia 
is also a significant concern. Nuryakin and Shinta (2021) found that corruption has a negative 
impact on poverty reduction efforts in Indonesia, as corrupt practices result in misallocation of 
resources and reduced access to public services for the poor. Overall, these findings suggest that 
corruption remains a significant challenge in Indonesia, and more effective measures are needed 
to tackle this problem. These measures should include strengthening anti-corruption institutions, 
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improving transparency and accountability in government and business, and raising public 
awareness of the negative impact of corruption on society. 

Lessons Learned from Previous Anti-Corruption Efforts in Indonesia 

Previous anti-corruption efforts in Indonesia have yielded some important lessons that 
can inform future efforts. One lesson learned is the importance of political will and leadership in 
tackling corruption. A study by Suryadi et al. (2020) found that strong political will, as 
demonstrated by the creation of the Indonesian Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK), was 
essential for successful anti-corruption efforts in Indonesia. Another lesson learned is the 
importance of institutional reform in tackling corruption. A study by Wahyuni et al. (2019) found 
that institutional reform was critical for improving transparency, accountability, and governance 
in Indonesia. The study highlighted the need for reforms in areas such as public procurement, 
public service delivery, and the judiciary to strengthen anti-corruption efforts. 

A third lesson learned is the need for coordinated and integrated anti-corruption 
strategies. A study by Tjahjono et al. (2019) found that anti-corruption efforts in Indonesia were 
often fragmented and lacked coordination, resulting in inefficiencies and limited impact. The 
study recommended the development of a comprehensive anti-corruption strategy that is 
coordinated across government agencies and sectors. Finally, the importance of public 
participation and civil society engagement in anti-corruption efforts has also been emphasized. A 
study by Firdausy and Ahyudanari (2019) found that civil society organizations played an 
important role in monitoring and reporting corruption, as well as advocating for anti-corruption 
measures. These lessons highlight the need for a comprehensive and integrated approach to anti-
corruption efforts in Indonesia, which includes political will and leadership, institutional reform, 
coordinated strategies, and public participation. 

Future Directions for Tackling Corruption in Indonesia 

Based on the lessons learned from previous anti-corruption efforts in Indonesia, several 
future directions can be identified for tackling corruption in the country. First, there is a need to 
continue strengthening anti-corruption institutions and promoting good governance practices. 
This can involve reforms to improve the transparency and accountability of public institutions, 
such as increasing public access to information, strengthening oversight mechanisms, and 
ensuring that public officials are held accountable for corrupt practices. A study by Arifianti et al. 
(2020) found that improving the accountability of local government officials was an important 
area for future anti-corruption efforts in Indonesia. Second, there is a need to address the 
underlying drivers of corruption, such as weak rule of law, poverty, and inequality. This can 
involve efforts to improve access to justice and legal services for marginalized communities, as 
well as initiatives to promote economic development and reduce income disparities. A study by 
Haryanto et al. (2018) emphasized the importance of addressing the root causes of corruption in 
Indonesia, such as the lack of transparency in public procurement processes and the prevalence 
of rent-seeking behaviors. 

Third, there is a need to engage and empower civil society organizations and other non-
state actors in anti-corruption efforts. This can involve initiatives to promote civic education and 
awareness of corruption issues, as well as measures to protect and support whistleblowers and 
anti-corruption activists. A study by Kartikasari et al. (2020) highlighted the potential of civil 
society organizations to contribute to anti-corruption efforts in Indonesia, particularly in areas 
such as public service delivery and environmental governance. Finally, there is a need for 
sustained political will and leadership in tackling corruption. This can involve efforts to promote 
ethical and transparent leadership, as well as measures to protect anti-corruption institutions 
from political interference and influence. A study by Aditama and Santoso (2020) emphasized the 
importance of political leadership in driving anti-corruption efforts in Indonesia, particularly at 
the local level. Taken together, these future directions highlight the need for a comprehensive and 
multi-pronged approach to tackling corruption in Indonesia, which includes efforts to strengthen 
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institutions, address underlying drivers of corruption, engage civil society, and promote ethical 
leadership. 

Corruption continues to be a significant problem in Indonesia, with far-reaching 
consequences for the economy and society. The nature and scope of corruption in Indonesia are 
complex, and addressing this issue will require sustained efforts by the government, civil society 
organizations, and other stakeholders. The effectiveness of anti-corruption efforts in Indonesia 
has been hindered by various factors, including political interference and inadequate resources. 
However, the establishment of anti-corruption agencies like the KPK has shown promise in 
combating corruption in the country. The issue of corruption has been a persistent challenge for 
Indonesia, with detrimental effects on economic development, social welfare, and democratic 
governance. Despite numerous anti-corruption efforts in the past, corruption continues to be a 
pervasive problem in the country. Through a review of the literature, this paper has highlighted 
the current state of corruption in Indonesia, as well as lessons learned from previous anti-
corruption efforts and future directions for tackling corruption. The findings suggest that there is 
a need for a comprehensive and multi-pronged approach to addressing corruption in Indonesia, 
which includes strengthening anti-corruption institutions, addressing underlying drivers of 
corruption, engaging civil society, and promoting ethical leadership. 

CONCLUSION 

Sustained political will and leadership are critical to the success of anti-corruption efforts. 
Without the commitment of political leaders to promote transparency, accountability, and good 
governance practices, efforts to tackle corruption are likely to be ineffective. In conclusion, 
tackling corruption in Indonesia remains a significant challenge, but one that is critical for 
promoting economic development, social welfare, and democratic governance. By implementing 
the future directions outlined in this paper, Indonesia can move towards a more transparent and 
accountable society, where corruption is no longer a barrier to progress. 
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