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Empty Fugue and Bold Inauguration Haruo Umezaki's "Shijimi" Theory
TOMINAGA Ayaka

Summary

Haruo Umezaki published his novel "Shijimi" (Bungaku Kaigi, December 1947) as a work focusing on
the life of a common man in post-defeat Japan.

" Shijimi" has been discussed mainly from the perspective of acceptance or affirmation of egoism. On the
other hand, what has been overlooked are the motifs of "pushing away" and "being pushed away ," which
can be seen in examples such as the death of the old man, ripping the cloak button, the loss of the "man's"
job, and robbing the cloak. This paper, focuses on these motifs and analyzes the consciousness of the
"individual" in light of the fact that the work is set in post-defeat Japan.

In conclusion, the cloak that the "man" wears enables him to have a definite character as a "good man,"
while “I” cannot define his character as he tries to blur his consciousness and makes it inactive by
drowning himself in alcohol.

The structure of this paper is as follows.

1. Introduction

2. The structure of " Shijimi's" narrative: Escape from boredom

3. Playing and being played to live

4. What the cloak covers

5. "Drunkenness" of "I”

6. Conclusion
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