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ffza 99 is a student's reading text book for the Rabha children's Mother-tongue school pro
gram. It includes a collection of children's reading stories, EVS work sheets, songs and poems in Rabha. This 
material has been written and illustrated by many Rabha people over a period of seven years, through a 
series of writer's workshops held both locally and in Guwahati under the auspices of Gauhati University, 
State Resource Centre, and SIL International.
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To Members of the Rabha Community

I would like to congratulate the members of the Rabha community who celebrate at 
this time the production of the first text book for Rabha children. These children will 
now be able to learn to read and write first in their own mother tongue.

This is indeed an historic occasion.

For nearly a decade, the Department of Linguistics of Gauhati University has been try
ing to promote Mother Tongue based Multi Lingual Education (MTB-MLE) among the 
indigenous communities of Assam as one of its key Missions.

As part of this effort, several students from the Department of Linguistics of Gauhati 
University have had a role in conducting many of the workshops on Rabha which have 
made this challenging task possible. These students have helped in the facilitation of 
local Writers' workshops - at Dudhnoi and Gojapara. They have also assisted in the 
series of teacher trainings workshops which have been conducted in Guwahati. They 
have all responded very positively to and benefited from this experience. One in par
ticular, Sri Subash Rabha has become a special liaison and support to the schools over 
the past year. He has appreciated your welcome and support.

I was particularly happy to attend the opening programme of the very first pilot classes 
conducted in Gojapara, Potamati and Kangkopara in March 2008. The use of the trial 
materials in these informal programmes has provided a sound basis upon which this 

text book has been developed.

I am aware of the importance of children's first experience in reading and writing to be 
in their own mother tongue- the language which they know best and can learn best in. 
I am therefore confident that the Rabha children who use this text book will not only 
succeed well in the Rabha medium, but also in all of their subsequent school experi

ences.
4 August, 2011

Jw~-o-ho-

Jyotiprakash Tamuli Ph.D. 
Professor and Head 
Department of Linguistics 
Gauhati University 
Guwahati 781014 
Assam
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To the Members of the Rabha community.

I am very happy to congratulate you on this historic occasion of the release 
of the first children's literature text book for use in the Rabha Mother 
Tongue schools.

Over the past 7 years SIL International consultants have worked in partner
ship with various members of the Rabha community to help them write, 
illustrate and use these materials. I list below details of that process:

* February 2005 Primer construction workshop (children's text book) in Gojapara
* Nov 2006 Curriculum development
* March 2007 Production of children's simple stories for reading books
* January 2008 Development of cultural themes for Rabha school curriculum* January 
2008 to January 2011 seven teacher training workshops two times per year in Shillong 
and in Guwahati.
* 2008 - 2009 materials production workshops in Gojapara & in Potamati, Meghalaya
* August 2009 Writers workshop in Dudhnoi
* Aug 2009 & 2011 local production of EVS materials- both conducted in Gojapara
* January 2011 Curriculum development workshop

I have personally observed the dedication and hard work of many who have taken part in this 
endeavour and I want to particularly praise the sacrificial dedication of the teachers who have 
used the materials in four informal mother tongue schools over the past three years. (Gojapara, 
Dasrapara, Potamati, Kangopara) It has been shown in many countries that children who learn 
to read and write first in their own language, are benefitted in their later education in other 
mediums of instruction, be it Assamese or English. I believe this will be the experience also for 
Rabha children who have had the privilege of learning first from their Mother tongue text book.

I congratulate the members of the Local Rabha Literature Development Association (LRLDA), 
the Rabha Literacy Mission (RLM) and the All Rabha Sahitya Sabha - Bebak Rabha Kraurang 
Runchun (BRKR) for their support and encouragement throughout this long journey.

Mrs Jessie R. Glover
SIL- South Asia
Literacy Consultant-

(Mother tongue-based, Multi Lingual Education) 

2 August 2011
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