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ABSTRACT

G alloway, Andrew  Reynolds, Troubled W aters: a reprisa l o f sea power and 

m aritim e im portance in  the tu rbu len t years o f the Texas re vo lt. M aster o f A rts in  

H isto ry (M .A. H istory), M AY 2002,120 pp., 194 references, 44 titles

The firs t section shall deal w ith  the ro le the sea played fo llo w in g  Mexican 

Independence. In  the foreign colonization o f Texas, Stephen F. A ustin  developed 

and designed his colonies s im ila r to  the ag ricu ltu ra l com m unities o f the Am erican 

South tha t were b u ilt around nautical transportation from  1821-1829.

The second area w ill deal w ith  M exican Texas from  1829 through 1832. By 

1829 M exico attem pted to  reinstate au tho rity over Texas. Reaction to M exican 

lim ita tions was un ified  action through c iv il disobedience. As the ir rebellion 

brought the desired freedoms fo r the Texicans, they were encouraged to continue.

The th ird  discussion is the revolutionary period from  1832 to 1835. Follow ing 

the ir p o litica l ideals, the colonists m et to  pe tition  fo r separate statehood. Mexican 

inaction indicated approval o f the p o litica l meeting. Later, when M exico thw arted 

the Texican proposals, the colonists rebelled. This revo lt was strengthened when a 

ship carrying A ustin, the Laura, took up arms against a M exican vessel.

i i i
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INTRODUCTION

H istories o f Texas, and o f the Republic o f Texas in  particu la r, often leave the 

im pression tha t th is  was a land-locked region. W hen considering the process that 

moved the Texians to  risk  c iv il disobedience and eventually independence, 

historians have tended to  concentrate on land-based issues like  M exico's 

proscriptions concerning slavery and restrictions on im m igration, ignoring the 

region's long G u lf Coast. This perhaps is understandable; historians have 

fo llow ed Texas's form er Spanish and M exican ru lers, who adopted restrictive and 

antiquated m aritim e policies tha t d id  no t capitalize on a potentia l natura l 

partnership between land—and sea—based economies. And yet a review  of 

events both before and during  the Texas R evolution reveals not on ly tha t m aritim e 

concerns were a flashpoint fo r the revolutionary movement, bu t tha t in  the fig h t 

fo r independence, m aritim e commerce and coastal protection played a m ajor role 

in  the in te rna l po litics practiced by the in fa n t Republic o f Texas. To a considerable 

extent, m aritim e activ ity  enabled the rebel Republic, lacking in  financia l resources 

and p o litic a l/m ilita ry  infrastructure, not on ly to  survive, bu t also even entertain 

dreams o f em pire because o f its  position as a potentia l m ilita ry  power.

As noted, h isto rica l lite ra tu re  tha t gives serious attention to coastal 

activities, especially in  the areas o f m aritim e m ilita ry  and dip lom atic endeavors,

1

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



has been rather sparse. This is especially evident in  those studies tha t trace the 

Spanish and M exican periods o f Texas ru le , but, w ith  a few  notable exceptions, 

extends to  treatm ents o f the colonia l and revolutionary Texas as w ell.

One crucia l item  tha t has been m isconstrued in  many Texas histories 

continuing to the modem  day is the in terpreta tion o f the M exican "Decree o f A p ril 

6". In  her movement towards independence, Texas historians have made much o f 

the land-focused issues o f the "Decree o f A p ril 6, 1830"—w hich set lim its  on 

Am erican im m igration and settlem ent—and have ignored many o f the economic 

ram ifications o f th is  act tha t d irectly  affected m aritim e issues. I t  can be argued 

that th is not on ly propelled re vo lt against the com m ercial restrictions placed by 

the "Decree o f A p ril 6, 1830," bu t through the u tiliza tio n  o f the combined 

economy, th rust Texas onto the w o rld  stage, dem anding her recognition and 

consideration by the w orld  com m unity.

W hile larger m aritim e issues have largely been ignored, tw o dated studies 

have focused specifically on the h isto ry o f the Texas N avy during the Republican 

period. The firs t o f these, a series o f articles by A lex D ienst published in  1909, 

provides much o f the basis fo r a ll subsequent discussions o f Texas naval matters.* 

The other, The Texas Navy, by Jim H ill drew  heavily from  D ienst's earlier work.*’
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D ienst's w ork consists o f a rather standard consensus m ilita ry  h istory. W ell 

supported w ith  evidence, m ost o f w hich is from  governm ent sources, D ienst does 

not stray too fa r from  tra d itio n a l lines, nor does he engage in  fu rthe r 

interpretation. One could argue that m ajor weakness such as a dated perspective, 

o r lim its  on outside sources, m ight jaundice the eyes o f m odem  readers. A lthough 

D ienst does offer some m aterial regarding th is period, th e ir m ain value involves 

the republic itse lf. Consideration to  the p ivo ta l period regarding the transition  

from  colonials to  partisans is om itted.

Since tha t tim e however, discussion concerning the broader subjects o f 

Texas po litics and diplom acy suggest tha t there is more to  m aritim e m atters than 

these earlier studies adm it. Biographies such as The life of Stephen F. Austin founder 

of Texas,™ Teran and Texas,iv and Samuel May Williams,v o ffer excellent p rim ary as 

w e ll as secondary m aterial regarding some o f the actors o f th is drama. Sources 

such as The Shaping of America/1 "B ritish  M erchant Houses in  M e x ico "/” and 

Germans and Texas™' offer excellent prim ary and secondary sources on the 

economic aspects o f the in ternationa l and com m ercial im portance o f Texas.

P rim ary sources dealing w ith  the ro le m aritim e affairs can be found in  

many areas. Examples o f the prim ary sources include newspaper reports, letters,
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personal testim onies and speeches. M any im portant translations, and sources can 

be found in  the Southwestern Historical Association Quarterly. Another area tha t w ill 

be u tilize d  is the Texas State L ibrary. M ost o f the secondary lite ra tu re  required 

can be obtained through the Libraries o f the U niversity o f Texas Pan-Am erican, 

the U niversity Texas at B row nsville, the C ity  o f H arlingen, or through in te rlib ra ry  

loan. Secondary sources w ill be u tilize d  to  fu rthe r the im portance o f how  certain 

events worked in to  the larger picture o f w orld  actions.

As the foregoing discussion makes clear, existing treatm ents o f Texas' 

C o lon ia l/ Republican h isto ry have, on one hand, neglected m aritim e issues as a 

m atter o f central im portance, bu t have, on the other hand, suggested the ir 

significance in  term s o f the young nation's dip lom atic strategies, m ilita ry  

objectives, and dreams o f em pire on the part o f some im portant figures. B ringing 

th is m atter in to  a synthesis w ith  p o litica l and dip lom atic efforts w ill fu rth e r the 

understanding o f these im portant dim ensions in  Texas h istory. M oreover, by 

show ing how  th is neglected aspect in  Texas' h isto ry bore upon the relations 

between her and other nations, th is study w ill help to demonstrate the degree to 

w hich the budding republic's fate was a m atter o f some sign ificant in ternationa l 

concern tha t also centered on the global m aritim e im portance o f the entire G u lf 

C oast/ Caribbean region.
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The firs t section o f m y thesis shall deal w ith  the ro le that the sea played 

during the tum ultuous period fo llo w in g  M exican Independence. Follow ing the 

Spanish fear o f an unpopulated northern border shared w ith  the expanding 

U nited States o f Am erica, M exico took the drastic step o f a llow ing foreign 

colonization o f Texas. A lthough th is step was taken to foresta ll revo lu tion, the 

most successful colonizer, Stephen F. A ustin , brought w ith  him  the seeds o f an 

economic revo lu tion  tha t w ould germ inate later in to  p o litica l revo lu tion. From 

1821 to  1829, A ustin  developed and designed his colonies s im ila r to  the 

ag ricu ltu ra l com m unities o f the Am erican South. As these were also areas that 

re lied on u tiliza tio n  o f the m aritim e as a key to  the ir prosperity, protection o f those 

righ ts wTere a p rio rity . M exican offic ia ls, busy b irth in g  the ir own nation, were 

pleased that the vacant land was being fille d . As such, no t on ly was A ustin  

allow ed to continue, bu t numerous preferentia l laws were passed a llow ing 

expansion o f no t on ly the colonies, bu t more specifically m aritim e tra ffic  as w ell. 

D uring th is tim e Anglo-Am erican colonization flourished w h ile  attem pts by 

Mexican colonizers, un fam ilia r w ith  nautical incorporation, stagnated. The 

m aritim e laissez-faire tha t M exico had allowred began to be threatened by 1829. For 

reasons o f financia l need, M exico began to look at the tremendous tra ffic  along the 

Texian shores and desired to  p ro fit from  it.
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The second chapter w ill deal w ith  M exican Texas spanning from  1829 

through 1832. In  her desire to  p ro fit from  nautical activities, M exico dispatched 

General M anuel M ier y  Teran to  Texas in  1829 to  report on w hat he had found. 

The inspection torn- o f General M ier y  Teran no t on ly revealed the success o f the 

im m igration plan, bu t also fears o f Anglo-Am erican dominance o f the province. 

The resulting "Decree o f A p ril 6,1830" was an attem pt to  affect a balance back to 

intrastate commerce w ith in  the M exican Republic as w e ll as increased dependence 

on M exico. Reaction to  M exican enforcem ent o f lim ita tions upon the m aritim e 

resulted in  the un ifica tion  o f merchants and colonists to  take p o litica l action. As 

the ir attem pts to  p e tition  injustices fa iled, c iv il disobedience, resulting in  the 

Battles o f Anahuac and Velasco, fo llow ed. The colonists, using m aritim e forces in  

com bination w ith  land forces, won both battles. M exico rescinded "the Decree", 

and the Texas colonists learned the value o f corporate a c tiv ity  and sought a larger 

voice in  the M exican system. The focus o f th is chapter w ill be tw o-fo ld . 

Econom ically, the im portance o f M aritim e freedoms w ill be studied. Freedoms so 

precious, tha t they transcended the social, and became a keystone o f the p o litica l 

voice o f the Texians. As the ir c iv il disobedience had brought the desired rewards, 

or freedoms, fo r the Texians, M exico had established a te rrib le  precedent. That
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c iv il disobedience was seen as legal p o litica l action tha t w ou ld be rewarded. This 

notion w ou ld later re turn  to haunt M exico in  her relations w ith  Texas.

The th ird  chapter tha t w ill be discussed is the revolutionary period from  1832 to 

1835. The m aritim e h isto ry o f Texas from  the years 1832 u n til the outbreak o f 

revo lu tion in  1835 was punctuated by years during  w hich m ercantile concerns 

bonded to  p o litica l concerns. Believing in  the federalist promises o f Gen. Santa 

Anna, the colonists knew tha t th e ir energy should be focused on m aking progress 

tow ards separate M exican statehood tha t w ould be sure to arrive. Fo llow ing the ir 

o ld p o litica l ideals, the colonists firs t m et to  pe tition  in  the conventions o f 1832 and 

1833. M exican inaction seemed to  indicate approval o f the p o litica l meeting. 

Later, however, when M exico acted in  ways tha t thw arted the Texian proposals, 

the colonists rose in to  c iv il disobedience. In  these m atters, it  was the nautical 

concerns o f Stephen F. A ustin 's economic revo lu tion  that were firs t in fringed. It 

should come as no surprise that in  th is m atter, those m ost effected, the merchants, 

w ould take up positions o f leadership in  the battle fo r the ir m aritim e freedoms.

The tense v ic to ry  at Anahuac slow ly decayed as the actions o f increasing M exican 

control and passage o f customs duties stifled  the m ariners. This anger was 

reflected no t on ly in  the capture o f a M exican schooner attem pting to im press the 

b rig  Tremont and her cargo o f lum ber, bu t also against M exican reinforcem ent o f

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



the ta riff. Rather than re flecting an anger o f a ll those who lived  in  Texas, 

discontent against M exico was at firs t lim ite d  to  those on the coast. Upon A ustin 's 

re turn  from  im prisonm ent in  M exico C ity, however, the die was cast w ith  c iv il 

disobedience when the very ship tha t carried A ustin  home, the Laura, took up 

arms against a Mexican vessel. The m elding o f p o litica l and economic concerns in  

the Texican m ind w ill be the focus o f th is chapter.

Through exam ination o f the m aterial gathered, the im portance and central 

ro le o f the m aritim e in  Texas' revo lu tionary h isto ry should become obvious to  the 

reader. N ot on ly was the m aritim e a u n iting  force in  the economy and prosperity 

o f Texas, bu t as her liberties became curta iled she also became a fu lcrum  fo r 

p o litica l un ifica tion . The notion o f th is im portance has been lost to many m odem  

historians. A  study o f events leading to the Texian Revolt however displays the ir 

im portance.
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CHAPTER I

A ustin  beginnings

The M exican governm ent.. .m ust no t fo rget fo r an instant, 
tha t as soon as the in tre p id  descendants o f the English gained the ir 
independence and consolidated th e ir sources w hich a m ediocre and 
under populated land had furnished them . To fu lf ill th e ir destiny and 
to  acquire a p o litica l preponderance in  the new w o rld .. .they ju s tly  
aspired to  nationa l aggrandizem ent and to  an extension o f th e ir lim its  
tow ards the south and west and encroached upon lands tha t were more 
fe rtile  and where clim ate was m ore favorable.

—Tadeo Ortiz reporting on Mexican Colonization by Americans in 1822

The free, sovereign and independent state o f Coahuila and 
Texas.. .encourage agricu ltu re  and cu ltiva tio n  in  th e ir fe rtile  lands... 
offers to  foreigners w ho may come and dom icile themselves in  its  
te rrito rie s ....

—Elias Wightman, surveyor for Stephen F. Austin 

Fo llow ing her independence, M exico found that Spain's legacy le ft tw o 

huge and con flic ting  problem s. A t firs t the problem s, nam ely d ifficu ltie s  in  her 

in frastructu re  and a xenophobic fear o f the U nited States, may seem divergent, 

however the so lu tion attem pted tow ards both, led to  a trem endous clash. In  the 

c ritica l fro n tie r o f Texas, both o f these problem s met, and in  the attem pted 

solu tion, the seeds o f the Texas revo lu tion  were form ed.

In  dealing w ith  the weak and archaic in frastructure  bequeathed to  them 

by Spain, M exico faced m any obstacles. Spanish policies had fragm ented M exico
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in to  various economic and p o litic a lly  sem i-independent regions. The merchants, 

in  tu rn , found themselves dealing w ith  a num ber o f sm all, isolated local m arkets 

rather than w ith  a un ifie d  nationa l economy. Further im pedim ents, such as 

hazardous roads, h igh ta riffs , and unscrupulous o ffic ia ls, constricted attem pts at 

a natura l expansion o f trade tow ards an interstate, much less in te rna tiona l, 

commerce.* M exico, accustomed to  the Spanish trade that lim ite d  the 

opportun ities fo r economic expansion, needed both financia l backing and a 

fundam ental change in  economic ideology to  carry m atters forw ard.

These conditions were on ly m u ltip lie d  in  Texas. This vast and d istant 

fro n tie r area held on ly one legal entreport w ith  the d istant M exican outpost o f 

Nacogdoches, separated from  San A nton io  by m ore than 600 m iles. The on ly 

mode o f transporta tion developed by Spain was the in frequently traveled El 

Camino Real, o r Royal H ighw ay, where raids by aggressive N ative Am erican 

nations such as the Comanches o r Apaches were common. The m ain export o f 

Texas, cattle, also d id  no t reinforce the use o f the m aritim e as a viable option.

The ranchers and m issions tha t raised them , seldom used Texas' on ly legal 

seaport, E l Copano, to  get th e ir cattle to  m arket.” Two reasons supported this. 

F irst, the conversion o f cattle to  the more easily transported hides or ta llo w  was 

unpro fitab le . Secondly, if  the ranchers were to  take either the live  cattle o r th e ir
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prepared goods to  E l Copano, the risk  o f loosing a ll to  a Karankawa ra id  was a

lik e ly  p ro b a b ility .'"

Shunning w ater as transport, the El Camino Real was u tilize d  to take the

livestock to  m arket. This same road tenuously tethered Nacogdoches to  M exico

through its  connection w ith  San A ntonio. San A ntonio in  tu rn  was s im ila rly  tied

to  the nation through M onclova and S a ltillo . M exico realized tha t the fo u r

hundred m ile space between San A ntonio and S a ltillo  had to  be populated.

M exico, however, bought in to  the p o litica l paranoia respecting the U nited

States. In  the firs t report o f the M exican Com m ission on Foreign Relations,

Tadeo O rtiz , defined the problem  clearly in  1825,

.. . if  we do no t take the present op portun ity  to  people Texas, day by 
day the strength o f the U nited States w ill grow  u n til it  w ill annex 
Texas, C oahuila, S a ltillo , and Nuevo Leon like  the Goths, V isigoths, 
and the other tribes tha t assailed the Roman E m pire."iv

This description o f the U nited States o f Am erica may no t have been exaggerated.

As her neighbor in  N orth  Am erica, the U nited States o f Am erica had proven

herself to  be a repub lic w ith  a voracious te rrito ria l appetite. As early as 1763,

while still colonies under the British, the American colonists chaffed under

obstacles, such as the proclam ation lin e  o f 1763, to  th e ir w estw ard expansion.

The form idable obstacle against Am erican expansion, the M ississippi R iver

disappeared in  1803, w ith  the sale o f the Louisiana Purchase to  the U nited States.
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Rather than quenching the land hunger o f the U nited States, the acquisition o f 

te rrito ry  tha t m ore than doubled th e ir land mass had the opposite e ffect—it  

in tensified  the Am erican hunger fo r em pire. This re a lity  was made a ll to  clear in  

the last days o f Spanish Texas w ith  continued attem pts by filib u s te rin g  

expeditions supplied by the U nited States tha t con tinua lly battled Spanish 

sovereignty in  Texas.1 To provide a bu lw ark against possible encroachm ent by 

the U nited States o f Am erica, M exico believed they could best preserve the ir 

sovereignty over th e ir extensive fro n tie r through populating it. The problem  

then facing M exico was how  she could best f ill the vast unpopulated gaps tha t 

existed.

It  was in to  th is arena tha t Stephen F. A ustin  arrived w ith  a possible 

solu tion. In  his so lu tion  he also carried the Spanish legacy o f his father, Moses 

Austin.

lO f the d iffe rin g  expeditions to  Texas, The G utierrez/M agee expedition, led 
by Don Jose Bernardo G utierrez and Agustus Magee w ith  the Republican A rm y o f 
the North (1811), Jean and Pierre LaFitte (18-14-1820), Louis Michel Aury (1816), 
and D r. James Long (1819,1821) were a ll series o f filibusters tha t had gained 
Am erica's favor, and supply. In  an im portant observation, o f a ll tha t gained 
lim ite d  v icto ry, they succeeded either by contro l o f the sea—as in  the case o f 
LaFitte or d 'A u ry —or w on by depriving Spain o f her contro l o f the m aritim e— 
both the G utierrez/M agee expedition and D r. James Long took over G oliad the 
on ly Spanish presidio protecting the coast
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Moses A ustin  had a successful legacy in  the em presreario business. 

U tiliz in g  his rig h t to  settle 30 Am erican fam ilies in  Spanish M issouri in  1797, 

Moses established a th riv in g  com m unity. Supported by a lead m ine and 

sm elting furnaces he established, Moses became a leader in  his com m unity. 

Reacting to  Am erican acquisition in  1804 the com m unity was flushed w ith  new 

w ealth. The N ationa l Panic o f 1819 however brought the prosperity to an end. A  

cofounder and p rin c ip a l stockholder o f the Bank o f St. Louis, Moses A ustin 's 

fortunes, like  those o f m any on the fro n tie r, vanished.v

W ell versed in  acting as an em presario, Moses A ustin  sought to  repeat his 

form er success and w ealth by fo rm ing a new partnership w ith  the Spanish.

Texas, w ith  its  location on the Spanish F rontier, was surm ised to  be an id y llic  

locale fo r such an endeavor. A fte r discussing his plans w ith  his son, Stephen F. 

A ustin , Moses set ou t in  the fa ll o f 1820 on an 800-m ile journey to  the p o litica l 

center o f Spanish Texas, San A ntonio.

A t Moses A ustin 's a rriva l in  San A nton io , his biggest hindrance lay in  the 

fact tha t he was an Am erican. The norm al xenophobia tha t Spain had held 

throughout her co lonia l experience in  the new w o rld  had on ly been in tensified  

by the Louisiana Purchase. To the Spanish, Texas was recognized as "the  key to 

a ll N ew  Spain"vi after the sale o f Louisiana to  the "infam ous usurper" o f the
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U nited States™ Defense General Feman Nunez's fear o f Texas' p ro x im ity  to  the

United States was placed forward in that he claimed that all colonies "which he

in  contact w ith  a repub lic are the same as inflam m able m aterials next to  a great

bonfire , w hich w ill catch fire  a t the slightest p u ff o f w in d ."viii To buttress th is

be lie f, Texas served as a gateway to  num erous filibuste rs, e ither supplied or from

the U nited States, tha t challenged the a u tho rity  o f Spain. The latest filib u s te r,

U nited States citizen D r. James Long, had been so bold o f his success due to  his

location he declared of his revolt in July 1819 that:

Nothing will prevent our success; we increase daily in soldiers and citizens 
join us from all parts, and I was much better supported than I expected- 
everything is in good train and there is no doubt of the success o f the 
republican army.’x

Reaction to que ll the up ris ing  was sw ift. The G overnor o f Texas, A ntonio 

M artinez, was commanded no t to pe rm it any norteamericanos in to  Spanish Texas. 

I t  is therefore no surprise tha t Moses A ustin 's p e titio n  to  G overnor M artinez m et 

w ith  fa ilu re .

A  chance m eeting however, delayed A ustin 's departure, and in  so doing 

forever altered the h isto ry o f Texas. Leaving the governor's m ansion, Moses 

A ustin  m et w ith  an o ld  acquaintance, Felipe Enrique N eri, also know n as the 

Baron de Bastrop. A lthough h isto rica l inspection has found tha t the title  o f
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Baron tha t N e ri bequeathed upon h im self was o f questionable au thentic ity it  had 

served to secure him  in to  the circles o f the M exican e lite  in  the cap ita l o f Tejas.

As such, N e ri was able to  advocate successfully fo r a second m eeting w ith  the 

governor. P rom ising to  act as A ustin 's agent, Bastrop was able to  obtain 

perm ission fo r Moses A ustin  to  settle 300 fam ilies in  Texas. This request was 

made o ffic ia l on January 17,1821, when General Joaquin de A rredondo n o tifie d  

the governor tha t Moses A ustin 's p e titio n  had been g ran te d / The hazards o f his 

re tu rn  journey, proved too m uch however and Moses A ustin  "re turned home in  

tim e to  die. "x*

Stephen, w ho had watched his fa ther successfully settled the fam ines in  

Spanish M issouri, was chosen to  p ick up his fa ther's m antle. H ow ever w ith  the 

change in  governm ent in  M exico, Stephen A ustin  knew tha t m uch w ork aw aited 

him . Upon his a rriva l in  Nacogdoches, Spanish Com m issioners Juan de 

Veram endi and Erasmo Seguin acknowledged the legitim acy o f his fathers grant, 

and passed it  fo rw ard  to  G overnor M artinez. G overnor M artinez was so 

im pressed w ith  Stephen tha t he advised him  to  explore fo r a possible site w h ile  

his p e titio n  w ent through the channels. W isely A ustin  pursed th is exploration 

w holeheartedly.
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A ustin  knew  tha t he m ust no t depend on the M exican Camino Real to 

de live r his produce and receive goods and merchants. Because the road was a 

d irt road, trave l on it  w ou ld  be hazardous, seasonal, and unreliab le. A lso, as the 

roads were an inheritance o f the lim ite d  linea r Spanish Trade in frastructure , his 

"uncerta in  trip s  to  local m arkets" w ou ld  retard the developm ent o f exports, and 

lim it the m arkets to  a fa r less p ro fitab le  South.xii Therefore, it  was im perative 

tha t he choose land fo r his a g ricu ltu ra l settlers tha t, just as in  the South and 

M ississippi V alley o f the U nited States, had easy access to  w ater transport. This 

land w ou ld  no t on ly have easy access to  rivers, bu t more im po rtan tly  rive rs tha t 

were connected to  the G u lf o f M exico, tha t provided the settlers w ith  easy access 

to  m arkets outside o f Texas.

A ustin  explored fo r land tha t f it  the requirem ents necessary fo r the 

developm ent o f a successful a g ricu ltu ra l em pire. D uring 1821, A ustin  spent tim e 

surveying the rich  riv e r bottom s on the low er riv e r valleys o f the Brazos, 

Colorado, Guadalupe and San A ntonio R ivers.xiii In  selecting a p o in t fo r his 

center, A ustin  w isely chose land tha t lie d  "on  a lo w  b lu ff overlooking a good 

anchorage on the Brazos".xiv From  th is  po in t, commerce could be both controlled 

and prom oted. A ustin  cleverly named his tow n site, San Felipe de A ustin , a fter 

the new G overnor Luciano G arcia's patron saint and him self. N o t on ly was th is
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land outside o f the dangerous Ind ian  country, bu t in  its  rich  lands the p lantation 

style agricu ltu re  o f the Southern U nited States could be replicated. W ith  his 

know ledge o f the land gathered, Stephen F. A ustin  b rie fly  retuned to 

N atichitoches in  October o f 1821, to  prepare fo r his colony.

A t N atichitoches, A ustin  discovered tha t news o f his grant had proceeded 

him . C itizens o f the U nited States fin a ncia lly  damaged by the Panic o f 1819, 

increasingly saw the p o ss ib ility  o f s ta rting  over in  M exican Texas as a ray o f 

hope. Land prices in  Texas were 12.5 cents an acre com pared to  the $1.25 an acre 

in  the U nited States. W ith  the p o ss ib ility  o f cheap land enticing, A ustin  w rote 

G overnor M artinez tha t "nearly a hundred letters o f in q u iry  from  M issouri and 

many from  K entucky"xv had greeted him . He excitedly included tha t he was 

convinced "th a t I  could [count] on fifte e n  hundred fam ilies as easily as three 

hundred" to  settle in  Tejas, as long as he was "pe rm itted  to  do so."xvi Aware o f 

the im portance o f naval transport due to  the inadequate road system, A ustin  

w ent to  N ew  Orleans. He qu ickly w orked ou t an arrangem ent w ith  Joseph 

H aw kins2 where the Lively, a sm all m erchant vessel, and supplies were acquired

2 Joseph H aw kins was both a law yer as w e ll as a m erchant/investor w ho had 
befriended Stephen A ustin  earlier w h ile  his father Moses made his trip  in to  
Spanish Texas. Besides the L ive ly, H aw kins so eagerly supported Stephen F.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



19

on cred it.xvii This vessel was to  transport m aterials and supplies to  his colonies. 

As A ustin  le ft early in  the spring o f 1822 fo r M exico C ity  to  gain national 

va lida tion  fo r his empresario contract, the Baron de Bastrop acted as A ustin 's land 

com m issioner. xviii By the beginning o f 1822, Bastrop had com pleted the contract, 

se ttling  tw o hundred and ninety-seven o f the a llo tted  three hundred fam ilies.

W hile in  M exico C ity , A ustin  had to  fig h t fo r the rig h t o f his colony. The

idea o f a llow ing  members o f the feared society o f the U nited States to  enter the

county as settlers, was very d istu rb ing  to  m any Mexicans. Tadeo O rtiz , the

M exican Consul at N ew  Orleans stated his caution thusly:

The M exican governm ent.. .m ust no t forget fo r an instant, tha t as 
soon as the in tre p id  descendants o f the English gained th e ir 
independence and consolidated th e ir sources w hich a m ediocre and 
under populated land had furnished them . To fu lf ill th e ir destiny 
and to  acquire a p o litica l preponderance in  the new w o rld .. .they 
ju s tly  aspired to  nationa l aggrandizem ent and to  an extension o f the ir 
lim its  tow ards the south and west and encroached upon lands tha t 
were m ore fe rtile  and where clim ate was m ore favorable.xix

The M exican governm ent however, perceived the threat o f unoccupied land 

greater than possible te rrito ria l incursion by the U nited States o f Am erica. 

Believing tha t contro lled im m igra tion  w ould be easier to assim ilate than

A ustin  that he loaned him  the sizeable am ount o f $7000 to assist in  establishing 
credit fo r A ustin 's dream.
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unchecked Am erican intrusion, Mexico devoted much discussion to Austin 's 

grant.

In  his tim e away from  the Mexican legislature, A ustin learned the social 

graces o f Mexico, and increased his Spanish vocabulary. H is stay was elongated 

due to the transmission o f power from  A gustin de Itu rb ide to a more federalist 

system. In  the transitional period "op in ion  and parties vacillated between 

monarchy, aristocracy, and Republicanism."xx A ustin  however, was patient and 

fo r his efforts was rewarded w ith  sweeping powers in  establishing new grants. 

A  new national law  regarding colonization was also passed. This law  set 

forw ard lim ita tions to a ll colonial ventures, and three shall be pointed out for 

discussion.

(1) That foreigners should not be settled w ith in  tw enty leagues o f 
the national boundary nor w ith in  ten leagues o f the coast w ith  
out the concurrent approval o f both the state and federal 
executives;

(2) That no ind iv id ua l should be allowed to hold title  in  his own 
person to more than forty-n ine thousand acres of land; and

(3) That Congress reserved au thority to  stop at discretion 
im m igration from  any particu lar nation.xxi

Austin  however was exempted from  these laws, and returned to Texas w ith  a 

Carte Blanche towards colonizing new tracts that he had received. Realizing the 

importance o f nautical support the agricultural economy, A ustin 's demanded
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tha t each farm  should receive 320 rive r fro n t acreage as w e ll as additional 

bonuses fo r farm  labor: slaves and children.xxii . These allotments were located 

along "the bordering coastal s trip " allow ing his tracts to be located "along the 

Brazos, Colorado, and lesser streams a ll the way from  the old Camino Real to the 

G u lf."xxiii Reasons w hy Mexican authorities allowed Stephen such freedom 

displayed the ir urgency to populate this crucial frontier.

A ustin  u tilized  his powers w isely in  fu rthering  the future success o f his

colonies. Know ing that most o f the new colonists that w ould arrive w ou ld  come

fo r agricu ltura l pursuits, A ustin  h ired surveyors fo r reconnaissance o f his new ly

acquired expanse. In  his surveying notes regarding the area, Elias W ightm an,

qu ickly pointed out many advantages o f the area. The land that the colonists

w ou ld  settle was described as "d iffe ren t from  lands along the A tlantic coast,

being o f rich  a lluv ia l bottom lands, o f great depth near the R ivers."xxiv The crops

that could be grow n in  Texas, were varied and productive, bu t W ightm an paid

particular attention to the possibilities o f cotton, which he described as:

o f much longer staple, or more soft and s ilky texture, than that of 
M ississippi, producing 2,500 pounds of seed cotton to the acre as an 
average crop, w hile  M ississippi [sic] w ill not produce over 1,600 
when not endangered by ro t... xxv

A  reason fo r the emphasis on cotton is due to the fact o f the markets 

grow ing demand fo r this product at the time. The effects o f the revolutionary
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invention o f the cotton gin in  1793, by E li W hitney, rap id ly  increased cotton

consumption across the globe. The reason fo r this demand was the now  relative

ease of production. In  1791, the arduous task o f separating seed from  the cotton

produced on ly six pounds per w orker per day. A fte r the invention o f the cotton

gin, that number was rap id ly  increased to 1,000 pounds per w orker per day.

Profits fo r cotton production rose accordingly and Great B rita in 's as w e ll as the

grow ing industria l sector o f N ew  England's appetites were voracious.xxvi

W ightm an spent several pages on his description o f rivers explaining the ir

importance in  taking products to market. These rivers, he claimed, w ou ld  be

navigable "fo r greater or less vessels" where "Vessels o f sixteen feet draught can

enter the bay at Matagorda, at Paso Caballo, and nine feet to the m outh o f the

Colorado, and good steam and other navigation fo r one hundred or more

m iles."xxvii The coastline, meanwhile offered a number o f "safe harbors in  bays

or rivers" fo r large vessels to enter to ship the produce to markets. To attract the

lands w ith  the needed population, W ightm an w rote o f the ease to w hich the new

settlers could acquire large amounts of land.

The free, sovereign and independent state o f Coahuila and 
Texas.. .encourage agriculture and cu ltiva tion  in  the ir fe rtile  lands... 
offers to foreigners who may come and dom icile themselves in  its 
te rrito ries—provided they com ply w ith  the laws on the subject, to 
present a certificate from  the authorities whence they came o f the ir 
C hristianity, m oral character and industrious habits—to each men
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o f fam ily, one square league, o f 5,000 varas (4,446 acres), and to 
unm arried or single men, not attached to any fam ily, one-fourth o f 
said portion, and a fu ll league to be completed to him  when m arried, 
and i f  marriage be contracted w ith  a Mexican, one-fourth more.

No other compensation is required fo r this than $30 as an 
acknowledgement.

.. .From the date o f settlement no other tax, duty, im post or 
tonnage, o f whatever name shall be imposed fo r the term  o f ten years, 
except tha t w hich shall be generally imposed in  case o f invasion to 
repel the same, this term  being concluded they shall be on the same 
footing as other inhabitants o f the State.xxviii

The reason fo r alleviation o f taxes was an attem pt to m otivate more interstate 

trade w ith in  Mexico. However, the close prox im ity  o f New Orleans, the second 

largest c ity  in  the United States as w e ll as an international transportation hub, 

drew  the lion 's  share o f the business.

To furthe r insure the success o f his colonists, Austin  had made many 

preparations fo r mercantile business. Toward the end o f 1823, A ustin  met w ith  

marketer Samuel M ay W illiam s. W illiam s, a rriv ing  by the vessel Good Intent in  

June o f 1822, had already worked out a trade fo r tobacco w ith  the Karankawa. 

He w ould serve as an excellent financial counterpart to A ustin  as he held many 

valuable contacts w ith  merchants on the G u lf Coast and Eastern Seaboard in  the 

United States.xxix Undaunted by a lack o f deep-water ports, the shallow  hulled 

American merchant vessels were ideally suited fo r the lim ited  water depth along 

most o f the Texas coast. This m ob ility  was u tilized  to drop o ff the cargo at
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whatever locale seemed expedient, scarcely u tiliz in g  the recognized, yet distant 

seaport o f El Copano. As these vessels were lim ited  in  cargo capacity, and 

restricted to travel in  the tranqu il G u lf o f Mexico, A ustin  sought a deep-water 

po rt closer to his American markets and interests.

In  1825, A ustin  also forw arded a request that Galveston be made a legal 

p o rt of entry, to Mexican General M anuel de M ier y  Teran, the departmental 

commander w ith  headquartered at Matamoras. This po rt could no t on ly serve to 

open Texas to trade w ith  w orld  markets, bu t w ou ld  also provide a nautical outlet 

fo r trade w ith  the distant Santa Fe. The feasib ility o f such a project was made a 

rea lity by a successful French e ffo rt in  1824. The merchants had successfully 

traveled from  El Copano to Santa Fe w ith  much p ro fit, however American 

com petition from  M issouri in  conjunction w ith  the constant fear o f Comanche 

attack persuaded against re turn  joum eys.xxx The American interest in  Santa Fe 

was obvious, as traders were w illin g  to face d iffic u lt terrain and hostile natives 

fo r commerce w ith  this locale. A ustin  believed that a tra il from  Texas w ould 

lim it the danger, and thereby increase profits. The urgency o f A ustin 's petition 

fo r the recognition o f Galveston was displayed though his feeling that w ithou t 

the said seaport, "commerce w ould be paralyzed and agriculture strangled."xxxi 

The positive response, as w e ll as fu rthe r dreams o f prosperity, led A ustin  to seek

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



25

offic ia l recognition o f other de facto ports such as Brazoria. These requests 

however, were denied.xxxii

Undaunted, A ustin  continued to w ork towards the grow th o f the fortunes 

o f Texas. Besides m aking "painstaking surveys and personal observations" fo r a 

map of Texas, published by Tanner in  1829, much o f Austin 's w ork was focused 

on the m aritim e. To support his exports, A ustin  spent numerous days 

expanding and exploring outlets fo r his goods. Besides fu rthe r surveys and 

observational data on the land, A ustin  charted Galveston Bay and other harbors 

and navigable rivers in  the te rrito ry. To insure continued and expanded markets 

fo r his colonies produce, A ustin  u tilized  W illiam s' trading company to promote 

trade w ith  the United States. A ustin  encouraged the erection o f gins and 

sawm ills to  refine his exports and lim it his dependence on im ports.xxxiii

The success o f the colonies, both economically and physically, called fo r a 

desire from  many in  Mexico to p ro fit from  the surprising success o f Texas. A  

new ta riff passed by the Mexican congress in  1827 w ould have placed a $2.12 per 

ton fee on a ll foreign vessels entering ports, includ ing those in  Texas. As a 

m ajority o f the vessels that entered Texas ports were under United States 

registry, Austin  fought against im plem entation o f this ta riff. He argued that this 

ta riff w ou ld  establish an "insurm ountable barrie r" to the sustaining trade w ith
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N ew  Orleans w hile  leaving the Texas colonists insufficient tim e to develop 

commercial and credit relations w ith  the merchants o f Tampico and Vera 

Cruz,xxxiv

To furthe r help expedite the needs o f the com m unity, A ustin  decided that 

an ayuntameiento, or c ity  council, should be formed. This was done fo r two 

reasons. First was to free A ustin  to concentrate his efforts on governmental 

issues. Secondly, the form ation o f this council was also viewed as a step towards 

Mexican statehood fo r Texas. Texan statehood was im portant because according 

to the libera l constitution o f 1824, it  w ould have provided Texas w ith  a larger 

voice in  national government and policy. Therefore, on the second Sunday of 

February 1828, hopes were lifte d  as officers were installed.xxxv

W ith  the success o f his colonies tethered to m aritim e outlets, A ustin 

wasted no tim e in  expanding his possibilities. To attract more settlers, Austin 

w rote a description o f Texas to attract European im m igrants. O ther members o f 

his fam ily  sought to expand the ir wealth through the acquisition o f merchant 

routes. By expanding his reach, A ustin  "hoped to make the fortunes of 

thousands and m y ow n."xxxvi In  so doing he could fu lf ill his dream of 

"redeem ing Texas from  its wilderness state."xxxvii
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In  his description o f Texas, A ustin  focused on tw o major item s—its ab ility  

to produce, and its ab ility  to get products to markets. To display how  good the 

possibilities o f production were, A ustin  described Texas as being favored by 

nature "a  great agricultural, grazing, m anufacturing, and commercial 

co u n try /'xxxviii To attract those who realized the lucrative price o f cotton, Austin  

w rote o f cotton grow n that was "superior to Louisiana cotton."xxxix To po in t out 

its ideal locale as a commercial center, A ustin  w rote that it  on ly took "a simple 

glance at the map w ill be sufficient to indicate the great advantages derivable 

from  its local position .. .."xl This was due to the fact that "intercourse by water 

along the coast is easy and safe. Three or fou r days' sail takes you from  the coast 

o f Texas to the m outh o f the M ississippi, or to Vera Cruz, or the Havana... ."xli In  

fin ish ing out his publication, A ustin  w rote o f a Mexican government that ruled 

"w ith  a high degree o f libe ra lity " where obedience to the government was 

m aintained w itho u t "the aid or necessity o f one sold ier."xlii

M ercantile possibilities became so profitable that Austin 's fam ily relations 

shunned the em prisario business and leapt d irectly in to commercial enterprises. 

In  1828, Stephen's brother, James E. Brown A ustin  joined w ith  his cousin, John 

Austin, in  the purchase o f the schooner Eclipse.*m Dreams o f tu rn ing  this vessel 

in to  a coastal trading vehicle became a reality, leading to increased fam ily
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profits. Another cousin, H enry Austin, took up the mantle o f A ustin 's dream of 

opening trade w ith  Santa Fe, bu t his scheme sought a waterborne approach. 

Henry A ustin  inform ed the United States State Department tha t such trade was 

possible. To increase his business, he suggested that the United States m ight 

offer "a couple o f m illio n  dollars" as w e ll as land from  the Louisiana Purchase 

west o f the Rocky M ountains in  exchange fo r the lands about Santa Fe.xliv Joined 

in  his attem pt w ith  a Mexican officer, Colonel Juan Davis Bradbum , A ustin 

purchased "the shallow draft, eighty-six ton Ariel", in  July o f 1829, at New 

Orleans.xlv W ith  this craft, H enry A ustin  believed that he could easily traverse 

the 2000-mile distance on the Rio Grande to Santa Fe.xlvi

However d ifficu lties soon rose against Henry Austin 's commercial 

venture. The d iffic u lt and meandering rive r reflected the legal im pediments that 

Henry A ustin  faced w ith  the state government o f Coahuilla. Restrictions became 

so frustrating tha t Bradburn, his partner, pu lled away his support. A cting as a 

fu rthe r obstacle, Mexican merchants on the Rio Bravo were hesitant to use his 

vessel as some took "h is boat fo r a liv in g  th ing and were afraid o f it ." xlvii 

Suspicions continued, and after three months H enry A ustin had only made 

enough money to cover his expenses. A lthough he wrote that "noth ing bu t m y 

pride and the censure to w hich I should expose m yself by abandoning a project
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o f m y ow n choosing has induced me to continue here so long," H enry A ustin  le ft 

the Rio Grande in  frustration.xlviii

W hile A ustin  may have been the most successful o f the Empresario's he 

by no means was the only one. A  tota l o f tw enty-five contracts were issued in  

1825. W hile most o f these met w ith  failure, some were successful. Green DeW itt, 

the second most successful empresario brought numerous fam ilies from  the 

United States as w ell. James M cG olin and John M cM ullen received a grant from  

the Mexican government to bring 200 Irish  fam ilies in to  Texas, in  settlements that 

w ou ld become San Patrico and Refugio. James Power and Dr. James Heweston 

also landed "hundreds o f fam ilies" at E l Copano during the early 1830s. A  fina l 

successful colonist was M artin  De Leon. M artin  De Leon, a successful empresario 

from  Mexico brought in  the next greatest am ount o f settlers. DeLeon's colony 

however was the exception to the rule, and the Mexican population brought to 

Texas, as w e ll as the indigenous Mexican population, slow ly became dwarfed by 

the grow ing incom ing Anglo-Am erican population. Their colonial ventures 

were not as successful at cu ltiva ting  the mercantile contacts as A ustin had been, 

and log ica lly were not able to duplicate his progress.

M eanwhile the mercantile situation in  the in te rio r o f Mexico contained 

impediments that not only matched those met by the merchants in  Texas, bu t in
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some cases exceeded them. The non-lateral and linear trade as carried on by the 

Spanish forced the trade to be seasonal. The nortes that belted towards the coast 

were a huge danger to deep-hulled transatlantic vessels. This danger was 

intensified by the fact that the m ajority o f Mexican harbors were shallow  and 

unprotected.xlix To furthe r complicate matters, h igh trade duties and tariffs 

impeded merchants w hile  Texicans were exempt. These same duties were 

a rb itra rily  enforced and in  a state o f constant po litica l flux  that affected the 

nation; illega l practices and gra ft continually frustrated business.1

Just as nature deteste a vacuum, so do politicians and merchants. W ith 

the departure o f Spain, Mexico was le ft unaccustomed and i l l  equipped to carry 

out international trade. Though they recognized the importance o f control o f the 

m aritim e, one o f the national governments firs t purchases was the schooner 

Iguala in  1822, they lacked the experience, knowledge, and finance fo r the 

private sector to take advantage o f this control.11 Some European nations were 

eager to advance on such an endeavor. Especially in  an area where "her demand 

fo r manufactured goods seem insatiable," and included the profitab le exports of 

"silver, cochineal, vanilla, indigo, m edicinal herbs, and s tirrin g  poles fo r dyeing 

vats" w hich proved quite lucrative fo r foreign merchants!11
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I t  was po litics that firs t drew  England in to  this complex situation, Spain 

had come under French control, d riv in g  Thomas Canning, the B ritish Foreign 

M inister, to extend de jure recognition to the rebelling Spanish colonies in  the 

N ew  W orld. Justifying this action by calling "the New W orld in to  existence to 

redress the balance o f the O ld," Canning could re ly on naval supremacy to 

enforce such a sweeping decree!111 In  re fu ting criticism  o f the break w ith  

protectionist mercantile policies, Parliam entarian W illiam  Huskission stated:

I hope I  shall never bear any share in  the councils o f England 
when a princip le shall be set up that there is one ru le o f 
independence and sovereignty o f the strong and another fo r the 
weak; when, abusing its naval superiority, England shall claim  fo r 
herself either in  peace or w ar, m aritim e rights w hich she refuses to 
acknowledge in  other states, or shall, under any circumstances, 
either neutral o r belligerent, impose upon others obligations from  
w hich she claims, under the like  circumstances, to be herself exempt.

To act as i f  there were one ru le o f international law  fo r 
ourselves, and a d iffe rent ru le fo r other states, w ould not be only 
monstrous injustice, bu t the on ly course, I  ve rily  believe, by w hich 
our m aritim e power could be brought in to  jeopardy. Such a 
pretension w ould call fo r and w arrant a com bination o f a ll the w orld  
to defeat it; and it  is only in  such a combination, acting together in  a 
just cause, that this country can have anything to apprehend!lv

This relationship led Mexico increasingly in to  a state o f dependency. 

Once the dust had settled from  the revolution, the fact tha t Mexico was in  

poverty and needed money desperately to stay afloat came in to  play. President 

Guadalupe V ictoria gained power in  1824 and found representatives from
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foreign nations were more than ready to help w ith  Mexico's "steadily worsening 

financial s itua tion."lv England eagerly assisted and the resulting loans "were 

deemed to be the salvation" o f Mexico's financial needs.lvi However Mexican 

land titles served as collateral fo r these loans g iving England a v irtu a l 

receivership power over Mexico.1™

Because o f this receivership arrangement, Mexico's continued national 

existence was in  England's best interest. Through the u tiliza tion  o f a business 

partnership know n as a merchant house, the B ritish were able to p ro fit o ff o f the 

chaos in  Mexico. The fle x ib ility  o f these businesses perform ed ancillary services 

that existed in  Europe, bu t were not to be found in  Mexico. Examples o f these 

included acting as agents fo r shipping, insurance, finances, and exchanges of a ll 

sorts. As these were large, m ultifaceted companies, it  was no surprise that the 

largest houses became involved in  government negocios and po licy form ulation. 

W ith such a m ultifaceted business approach, England moved in  to  take the 

keystone position to the d istribu tion  pyram id in  Mexico. In  1826, seventeen 

B ritish merchant houses opened in  Mexico w ith  b rillia n t prospects fo r the future 

and lent Mexico fourteen m illio n  pesos as capital fo r fu ture business.lviii In  this 

position they acted as the m iddlem an between the industry o f Europe and the 

producers o f Mexico. W hile this relationship benefited Mexico as a nation, the
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role England played made i t  unnecessary fo r Mexico to deal constructively w ith  

the trade d ifficu lties that the merchants and planters o f Texas faced.,ix

Germany's involvem ent however arose out o f necessity: unemployment. 

D uring the firs t ha lf o f the nineteenth century, the industria l revolution in  B rita in 

produced a g lu t o f B ritish goods on the market. This in  tu rn  drove down the 

prices o f competing German products tha t were more expensive. The loss o f 

sales led to the disappearance o f many markets. In  com bination w ith  a 

population grow th in  Germany, the opportunities fo r sales at home were 

severely constricted.,x

In  the ir search for new markets, Germany entered the New W orld. They 

established a commercial system that allowed German merchants w ith  little  or 

no money to set up business overseas. As the larger German towns liked to 

support merchants from  the ir ow n town, the exodus of German merchants was 

met w ith  support provided that success was met. As the w arning o f German 

merchant Nicholase Hesse stated:

Merchants, who possess adequate means, and have the 
necessary business experience, who are able to acquaint them selves 
w ith  the peculiarities o f the local trade, and who are good salesmen 
o f the goods they have, w ill certainly not prove fa ilu res.... O f course, 
they m ust not be too conservative in  starting a new venture. .. .In  this 
land o f speculation not m uch is gained w itho u t daring, and he who is 
too cautious may be compared to a creature suspended between 
heaven and earth, w ithou t being able to descend or ascend.lxi
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Mexico proved to be a fertile  ground fo r German commerce. Rather than 

merely attem pting to sell German goods, the m ajority of German merchants were 

excitedly supporting and exporting Mexican products. W hile B rita in  may have 

been at the top o f the merchant scheme, German trade expanded rap id ly. I t  rose 

to a level that led the sates that w ou ld  become Germany to begin fearing the 

w rath o f either Spain o r A ustria and the Germans cut back the ir expansion. 

However, unlike the British, small German merchants were not adverse to 

expanding the ir interests in to  Texas. Their success in  business w ith  Mexico was 

o f param ount importance to the Germans.1™

Despite these successes, the government o f Mexico s till needed money. 

A lthough the duties levied against trade in  Mexico proper were contributing 

cash, officia ls knew  that they m ust continue to iden tify  sources o f income. In  

1827, the foreign merchant houses had cooled the ir excitement and loan money 

from  the House o f Barclay and G oldschm idt had to be spent in  pu tting  down 

uprisings. Payments on the B ritish  debt had to be tem porarily suspended due to 

a lack o f revenue!™1 By the beginning o f 1830 the incredible wealth o f Texas 

began to f i l l  the thoughts o f Mexican officials. M any believed that now  was the 

tim e that they were to p ro fit from  this protected territory.
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CHAPTER II

The T ria l o f the Merchants

Nature seems to have favored Texas fo r a great agricultural, 
grazing, m anufacturing, and commercial country. .. .the whole 
country produces cotton o f the best quality acknowledged in  New 
Orleans to be superior to Louisiana cotton.

—Description of Texas by Stephen F. Austin, 1828

I f  we now  examine the present condition o f Texas, brought about by 
the po licy w hich I  have unveiled at length we w ill fin d  that the m ajority 
o f the population is composed o f natives o f the United States o f the 
N orth; that they occupy the fron tie r posts on the coast and the mouths 
o f rivers; that the number o f Mexicans inhabiting that county is 
insignificant, when compared w ith  the N orth  Americans; that they 
come from  a ll directions to settle upon the fertile  lands, taking notice 
that most o f them do so w itho u t previously com plying w ith  the 
requests o f our laws, or in  v io la tion  o f existing contracts.

—Lucas Alman, in speech to Mexican congress 1828

The placid and prosperous scene in  Texas was soon threatened by the 

passage o f "the Decree o f A p ril 6,1830". The b ill, having its foundation in  the 

continued fear o f the United States, lim ited  the freedoms that the Texicans had 

held. The Texas colonials greeted most o f the provisions—such as the Mexican 

occupation o f Texas by convict soldiers and halting Anglo-Am erican settlement, 

w ith  angry huffs. One provision however, that w hich dealt w ith  the erecting o f 

custom houses and enforcing the payment o f tariffs, drew  colonists to an armed 

revo lt in  1832. N o t only d id  this skirm ish foreshadow the revolution that w ould
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occur 3 years later, bu t as it  dealt w ith  m aritim e freedoms, it  was also fought via 

nautical means.

The "Decree o f A p ril 6,1830" had its beginnings in  a tou r made by 

General M anuel M ier Y Teran. M ier y  Teran, who had once been described as a 

"libe ra l reform er," was in  charge o f m ilita ry  operations in  Texas. In  1828, he 

made an excursion to Texas to settle the boundary w ith  the U nited States of 

America as w e ll as to study the flora and fauna, and to note the number and 

persuasions o f the colonists and N ative Americans.1 The situation he found in  

Texas, alarmed him .11

Attem pts to populate Texas and integrate that population in to  fu ll 

Mexican citizenship had failed in  Teran's eyes. Rather than the land populated 

by expected H ispanic or Franco-Louisianan peoples he expected, Teran found 

that Anglo-Americans had flooded the te rrito ry  to the po in t where "the ratio of 

Mexicans to foreigners is one to ten" and "the Mexican influence is 

proportionately dim inished u n til.. . it is almost no th ing ."1”1 Offered as evidence

1 As na tiona l/ ethnic identity does play a role in  describing the population o f 
Mexican Texas, identity shall be defined as thus. Texican shall be the term 
regardless o f race to describe the citizens o f Mexican Texas. Should the Hispanic 
population be addressed, they shall be referred to as Tejano. The im m igrants of
America shall be referred to as Anglo-American (although it  is quite 
presumptuous o f the H istorical reader to regard this misnomer and amalgamation
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o f the Anglo-Am erican's fa ilu re to  assimilate, Teran pointed to  many issues. 

U nlike the Tejano population, who were born in to  the system, few  o f the Anglo 

settlers had journeyed to  the state, much less the national, capital. As such,

Teran believed them to  assume that the lack o f Mexican au thority in  Texas was 

reflective o f a ll Mexico. This was especially dangerous as Teran described the 

Anglo population as a m ixture o f "honest laborers" and "fug itives from  justice" 

who were so po litica lly  aware that they sym bolically "carried the ir constitutions 

in  the ir pockets."iv Compared to  the Tejano population, Teran described the 

Anglo settlers as o f "another people.. .more progressive and in fo rm ed.. .but also 

more shrewd and u n ru ly ."v

As to the "Mexicans o f th is tow n [Nacogdoches]," Teran also found much 

lacking. Describing them as "the lowest class—the very poor and very 

ignorant,"vi Teran describes how  rather than acting to integrate the new colonists 

much o f the ir tim e was spent "com plaining about the superiority and better 

education."™ Government officia ls were no better: he described them as "venal" 

and "ignorant," and recounted how  rather than reconciling w ith  the newcomers, 

they w ould "set themselves against the foreigners."viii This anim osity was so

of races to  be appropriate). When revolution does break out and Independence is 
declared, Texian is the all-inclusive name o f the rebel/independent residents of
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great that Teran observed that the rulers w ou ld  establish "ne ts.. .depriving the

Anglo colonists both o f land, as w e ll as franchise.**

Teran's opinions about both the population, and the government were

sim ilar to Stephen F. Austin's. In  an 1829 le tte r to W illiam  W harton, A ustin

vented his frustra tion in  tha t he had to deal w ith  an

ignorant, whim sical, selfish, and suspicious set o f rulers over me 
to keep good natured, a perplexed, confused colonization law  to 
execute over an un ru ly  set o f N orth  American fron tie r republicans 
to controul w ho fe lt that they were sovereigns, fo r they knew 
that they were beyond the arm of the Govt, or of the law , unless it  
pleased them to be controuled.x

It  was in  the ir conclusions and how  to fin d  a solution to the problems presented

that A ustin  and Teran differed greatly.

In  such a d ivided com m unity, only one solution met w ith  agreement

between the colonists and officia ldom . The one so lid ify ing  argument was that

Texas should be separated from  Coahuila and organized in to  a separate te rrito ry

o f the Mexican federation. Both Austin  and Teran pointed to numerous

reasons—such as the fact that the wealth, as w e ll as the po litica l power, o f Texas

was being hindered by her continued unification w ith their mother-state

Texas.
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Coahuila. Just as a border d iv ided the tw o areas, so d id  the ir needs and

difficu lties. Nowhere is this more apparent than in  addressing mercantile issues.

Texas, w ith  her busy coastline carrying both international and interstate

trade, had to address a d iffe rent reality than that o f the sporadic, and slow  trickle

of possible interstate bu t m ainly intrastate trade that Coahuila carried. Many

Texicans believed that the ir un ion w ith  Coahuila prevented Mexico from  aiding

the ir interests "w h ich  are very d iffe rent from  those o f the other sections."xi Teran

pointed out that the Texicans believed that only through a separate statehood,

could the unfettered Texas rise to the prosperity that the constitution o f 1824

guaranteed.xii Such an id y llic  solution however was far from  Teran's m ind.

By the fo llow ing year, o ld fears o f American usurpation arose. No doubt

this phobia was a reaction to the Spanish attem pt to reconquer Mexico in  1829.

Though the Spanish force o f 3,000 was defeated at Tampico by General Antonio

Lopez de Santa Anna, xenophobia was heightened. Teran spent much o f his

1829 report w arning o f the "N o rth  Americans" who have "conquered whatever

te rrito ry  adjoins them ."xiii The "s ilen t means" by which the U nited States

acquired new te rrito ry  is one hidden in  subterfuge As Teran claimed:

Instead o f armies, battles or invasions, w hich make a great noise 
and fo r the most part are unsuccessful, these men lay hands on 
means, which, i f  considered one by one, w ou ld be rejected as slow, 
ineffective, and at times absurd. They begin by assuming rights
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... .In the meantime, the te rrito ry  against w hich these machinations 
are directed.. .begins to be visited by adventurers and empresarios 
.. .shortly, some o f the forerunners begin to develop an interest 
w hich complicates the po litica l adm inistration of the coveted 
te rrito ry; complaints, even threats begin to be heard.. ..They incite 
uprisings in  the te rrito ry  in  question and usually manifest a deep 
concern fo r the rights o f the inhabitants.xiv

Teran concluded that action m ust im m ediately be taken, otherwise Texas, w ith  

its substantial Anglo-Am erican population, "cou ld throw  the whole nation in to  

revolution."™

M ier y  Teran's report found a ready audience in  Mexico C ity. A lready 

m ind fu l o f the aggressive expansionist te rrito ria l and m arket driven tendencies 

o f the U nited States o f America, most recently carried out in  Texas by Anglo- 

American colonists in  the failed Fredonian revo lt fou r years prio r, the congress 

listened w ith  biased ears. Forgetting that Stephen Austin offered troops to assist 

Mexico in  pu tting  dow n the revolt, the threat o f foreign in trusion and conquest 

captivated the ir attention. The leader to whom  they w ould un ify  about was 

thrust in to  the office o f the presidency.

The conservative Vice-president Anastasio Bustamante was thrust in to  the 

Presidency and prom ised to bring Mexico stab ility  and progress. To achieve the 

society he envisioned, Bustamante began recalling many o f the freedoms granted
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by his libera l predecessors, and turned the federal republic in to  a more 

centralistic form  o f government.

The Mexican congress was more than w illin g  to acquiesce to Bustamante. 

Bustamante had shown success in  cutting back costs through his reduction o f the 

A rmy and successful renegotiation o f the B ritish loans. Both he and they 

believed that the libera l and laissez-faire attitude that had been taken not only 

towards the colonization o f Texas bu t in  republican federalism as w e ll needed 

revision. This sudden sh ift in  po litica l ideology reflected the b irth ing  pains of 

the Mexican nation. A  federal republic is a d iffic u lt society to bu ild . As 

testim ony Jose Mora, a Mexican libera l at the tim e, stated, that un like the United 

States o f America where in  the area o f self-government "everyth ing was done 

before separation from  the m other country," in  Mexico "everyth ing remained to 

be done."xvi I t  is interesting to note that M ora had not on ly rom anticized the 

union o f states to the north, bu t also that he was b lind  to the d ifficu lty  that 

strained the fabric o f not on ly the U nited States o f both M exico and America, but 

o f a ll republics—the balance o f power between the state and central 

governments.

Such was the setting when the Mexican Secretary o f State, Luis Alaman, 

who held Teran's report, presented his iniciativa to Congress. Feeding o ff the
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phobia surrounding perceived aggression by the U nited States, Alaman 

presented warnings sim ilar to those Teran had in  his 1829 observations. The 

Anglo-Am erican settlers in  Texas "came from  a ll directions to settle upon the 

fertile  lands."xvii The acquisition o f these lands, according to Alaman, was only 

achieved through skullduggery as Alam an asked the Mexican Congress to 

"tak[e] notice that most o f them do so w itho u t previously com plying w ith  the 

requests o f our law s."xviii By u tiliz in g  the fact tha t the only item  the "N o rth  

Americans" are w aiting fo r is fo r the "num erical" and "legal supremacy" that the 

colonists w ill "acquire from  the act o f the Legislature declaring to be citizens all 

who have resided five  years in  the State."xix To thw art such plans, Alaman 

insisted that the tim e was ripe to reassert authority over the province o f Texas to 

prevent "the m om ent.. .when that te rrito ry  w ill be taken from  us and added to 

the United States o f the N orth ."xx

In  the ir e ffo rt to "M exicanize" Texas, the Mexican Congress passed the 

"Decree o f A p ril 6,1830". Mexico attempted to thw art Anglo-Am erican 

expansion in  a very stra ightforw ard way. The firs t order o f the Decree was a 

m ilita ry  reorganization and establishment o f a presence in  Tejas. Secondly, the 

Decree provided fo r assistance to Mexican and European colonization, but 

prohib ited Anglo-Am erican settlement. Finally, in  order to defray the expense o f
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carrying out such an enterprise, as w e ll as to promote commercial integration, 

the Decree removed the Texicans' tax-exempt status and called fo r the 

construction o f customhouses fo r ta riff enforcement.xxi This aggressive step 

tow ard trade made perfect sense in  reflection o f the observations o f the English 

vice-consul at the Mexican port o f San Bias in  1825, Eustace Barron. Barron 

stated that Mexican officia ls had "been taught to look upon every stranger 

entering this country w ith  jealously [sic] and even horror as a smuggler and as 

an interloper and a heretic." Barron continued to po in t out that specifically the 

m aritim e was eyed w ith  suspicion as evidenced by "a ll kinds o f vexatious 

d ifficu lties and restrictions on the ir free intercourse w ith  the shore."xxii

The sweeping reorganization o f Texas displayed an attem pt by Mexico to 

strengthen its lack o f a m aritim e presence. Stressing M exico's weakness in  Texas 

w ith  "o u r base o f operations.. .three hundred leagues distant w hile  our enemies 

w ould be carrying on the ir struggle close to the ir base and in  possession o f the 

sea," Teran called fo r Texas to be d ivided in to  three m ilita ry  departments: the 

departments o f Bexar, Brazos, and Nacogdoches, w ith  forts b u ilt to strategically 

encircle the settlements.xxiii A rtic le  Four provided fo r the ir construction. Each 

department w ou ld  contain tw o forts. One w ou ld  be placed along the El Camino 

Real to oversee commerce carried by land and the other w ou ld be in  a coastal
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position in  v iew  o f m aritim e commerce. The old garrisons at San Antonio, 

Goliad, and Nacogdoches were augmented by new posts at the head of 

Galveston Bay (Anahuac), at the m outh o f the Brazos (Velasco), the m outh o f the 

Nuecess (L ipantitlan), and the establishment o f a new inland garrison at the 

Brazos crossing o f the Bexar-Nacogdoches Road (Tenoxtitlan). This way not only 

could the movements o f the new ly suspected colonists be observed, bu t also 

ta riff regulations could be enforced on a ll commercial tra ffic.

Mexico's attem pt to colonize Texas, coincided w ith  how  they planned to 

man the new ly established citadels. To lim it the cost o f such a grand design, 

Articles Five and Six allowed fo r the forts to be constructed as w e ll as manned by 

"convict-soldiers."xxiv These soldiers were perm itted to bring the ir fam ilies and 

upon the end o f there incarceration w ou ld be granted land and tools fo r 

settlement. To induce Mexican fam ilies to settle near the new outposts, Articles 

Seven and E ight stated that Mexican fam ilies who desired to become colonists 

"w ou ld  be furnished transportation, maintained fo r one year, and assigned the 

best o f agricu ltura l lands."xxv To assist the new colonists further, A rtic le  Thirteen 

exempted "Frame houses and a ll classes o f foreign food products" from  taxation 

fo r tw o years.xxvi W ith  such incentives offered, Mexico was sure that many 

Hispanic colonists w ou ld  flock to Texas. Teran him self had hoped as early as

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



48

1828 that farmers from  the Mexican province o f Yucatan w ou ld  arrive. This was 

due to the fact that the ir agricultural, and mercantile background w ou ld  enable 

them to assimilate in to  the p lan ta tion /agricu ltu ra l economy o f Texas.xxvii By 

1830, Mexico was so hopeful o f em igration, that a goal o f receiving 5,000 

colonists from  each o f the Mexican states was forecastxxviii

Discouragement o f Anglo-Am erican settlement was also enforced through 

specific articles in  the Decree. A rtic le  Three, reflective o f the centralist 

movements o f the government, subverted the states regulation over colonization 

and authorized a new federal commission to oversee colonization. A rtic le  N ine 

restricted the admittance o f any "foreigners across the northern fron tie r" unless 

an agent o f the republic o f Mexico issued them a passport. To discourage 

im m igrants from  the southern states o f the United States o f America, A rtic le  Ten 

forbade "the furthe r in troduction o f slaves." A rtic le  Eleven furthe r lim ited  

Anglo-Am erican colonization by stating that "em igrants, from  nations bordering 

on this republic" could no longer settle in  Mexican areas adjacent to the ir old 

homeland. I t  also revoked colonial contracts that had not fille d  the quota allotted 

to them.xxix

Articles Twelve through Seventeen were an attem pt by Mexico to ha lt the 

commercial ties that Texas had developed w ith  the United States o f America and
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instead refocus them back towards Mexico. The refocus on Mexico as the target 

o f trade is readily apparent in  reading A rtic le  Twelve, w hich stated "Coastwise 

trade shall be free to a ll foreigners fo r the term  o f fou r years, w ith  the object o f 

tu rn ing the trade to ports o f Matamoros, Tampico, and Veracruz." To 

discourage activ ity  w ith  the U nited States o f America, as w e ll as to recompense 

the government fo r the ir expenditures, ta riffs  were established and discussed in  

Articles fourteen through seventeen.

The effects o f the "Decree o f A p ril 6" were varied. M any histories attem pt 

to argue that a m yriad o f points about the "Decree o f A p ril 6" ign ited 

frustrations that turned to revolution. The bans on im m igration, and even 

slavery, are listed as flashpoints o f the Texas rebellion. Inspection o f historical 

data, however, displays that these issues were secondary, compared to the larger 

danger o f encroachment and possible curtailm ent o f the successful agrarian 

economy that had taken shape in  Texas. The largest threat to  this system, 

enforcement o f the ta riff, served as the spark that ignited revo lt in  Texas.

To help diffuse the incendiary importance o f the ban on im m igration and 

the curta iling o f sm uggling/slavery, a b rie f discussion o f the Texican rea lity shall 

be included.
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The firs t item  of discussion shall be the ban on im m igration. W hile A rtic le  

N ine d id  lim it im m igration on paper, i t  also le ft a large loophole. The exception 

provided by A rtic le  N ine, w hich gave perm ission fo r agents o f the Mexican 

republic to issue passports, allowed A ustin  the au thority to continue to adm it 

Anglo-Am erican citizens, who happened to become colonists legally. 

Enforcement o f the Articles seemed to be lacking in  the case o f u n fu lfilled  

empressario contracts as w ell. Some of the u n fu lfille d  contracts were sim ply 

folded in to  a larger emprissaro contract nearby. For others, such as Samuel May 

W illiam s u n fu lfille d  contract, Stephen F. A ustin  u tilized  his po litica l sk ill to 

overcome obstacles. In  this case, Stephen F. A ustin  sim ply acted as the agent fo r 

his partner Samuel M ay W illiam s empressario grant, which had become void 

due to its incom pletion and renewed its terms.xxx Anglo-Am erican colonists s till 

entered Texas, even if  illega lly, and at a much slower rate than before. W hile this 

fact in  isolation, could be considered an irrita n t, its d ifficu lties were not 

insurm ountable and weakens its im portance to revolutionary action.

The belief that the ban on slavery began the Texas revolution also appears 

weak in  the lig h t o f h istorical evidence. P rior to passage o f the "Decree o f A p ril 

6", many Texicans had made fortunes o ff the slave trade. One way this wealth 

was easily acquired was through im porting  them from  Cuba at the cost o f $1 per
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pound and reselling them in  the United States at $1,000 per head.xxxi By 

pursuing such action Resin P. James and John Bowie accumulated a p ro fit of 

$65,000.xxxii Just as in  the 'ille g a lity ' o f Anglo-Am erican colonization, a loophole 

in  the law  was u tilized  to circum vent it. H istorian Ernest Fisher points out that 

"a Texas planter could go to the United States, buy slaves, and make contracts 

w ith  them at such low  wages that they and the ir children could never pay their 

way out o f peonage."xxxiii Just as in  Anglo-Am erican im m igration, its illega lity  

merely slowed, bu t d id  not stop the deplorable practice.

The common thread that united a ll o f the secondary issues was the key 

issue o f m aritim e freedom. As long as the core issue that supported the 

prosperity o f the new Texican economy remained untouched, the colonists 

remained placid.

Before the im plem entation o f the new fortifications, smuggling continued 

unabated. This is evidenced by the continuing confiscation o f contraband goods 

at points in  the in te rio r as fa r as San Antonio. A  report from  Erasmo Seguin 

dated June 2,1830, revealed that "fo rty  pairs o f men's shoes o f foreign 

m anufacture" were confiscated. Two months later, in  a report filed  by Jose M. 

Salinas spoke o f "e igh t sacks o f am m unition o f foreign m anufacture" that were 

uncovered.xxxiv Because ships from  the United States of America were designed
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to pu t in to  shallower ports not patrolled by Mexican authorities, smuggling 

slowed bu t d id  not stop.

As illustra ted by the experience o f Mexican customs offic ia l, George 

Fisher, orig ina l attempts to place the ta riff w itho u t a m ilita ry  presence was fo lly . 

George Fisher arrived at the busy po rt o f Brazoria on M ay 18,1830, attem pting to 

enforce a tax on the busiest industry, w ith  no m ilita ry  support at all. H is 

attempts to collect tonnage duties met w ith  failure. H is fa ilu re  at collection 

should have been no surprise. Rather than choosing on m erit, Fisher achieved 

the post due to influence by the York Masonic lodge, and Teran's m isconception 

that the Texicans w ou ld  welcome collection by an American expatriot.xxxv A fte r 

confiscation o f a cargo o f tw o hundred bales o f tobacco from  an American 

schooner in  June, anger spread quickly. In  response, merchants, led by Samuel 

W illiam s, inform ed Fisher o f the illega lity  o f his action. Fisher maintained that 

he w ould stop as soon as he was shown the exemption papers fo r Austin 's 

colony.xxxvi Frustrated, the merchants proceeded to voice the ir discontent in  two 

ways. The firs t step taken was the filin g  o f continuous com plaints against Fisher 

to General Teran. Secondly, as w ord spread qu ickly among the merchants o f the 

ta riff collection, c iv il disobedience erupted. This protest com monly arrived in
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tw o forms. E ither the po rt was avoided or cargo was dumped overboard i f  a 

confrontation w ith  the tax collector was feared.

Establishing a dangerous precedent, Mexico responded to the Anglo 

settlers protests by ha lting collection o f the ta riff and closing Fisher's office. 

A lthough Teran obliged the Texicans as he found that Texas was s till legally tax- 

exempt, the Texicans viewed it  d ifferently. The m ajority o f the colonists 

assumed that the sovereign states rights established by the Mexican decree of 

1824 were effective. As shown by Teran's actions, the merchants believed that 

petitions in  conjunction w ith  c iv il disobedience were effective po litica l 

m otivators. The colonists, believing they had w on a v ictory against the ta riff 

promised in  the "Decree o f A p ril 6" became complacent and d id  not notice the 

problem on the horizon.

W hile involved w ith  the prim ary problem  o f ta riff enforcement, the 

settlers remained silent on the crucial step that w ou ld  a llow  rig id  

im plem entation o f the blockade—namely, the establishment o f a m ilita ry  

presence. The embodiment o f the colonist's w orst fears o f Mexican infringem ent 

on prosperity arrived in  November 1830 at Anahuac. For at this tim e, Colonel 

Juan [John] Davis Bradburn and eighty soldiers had been dispatched by Gen. 

M ier y  Teran to erect a customs house and fo rt at the m outh o f the T rin ity
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River.xxxvii Due to this site's p rox im ity  to the U nited States o f America, it  was 

crucial that a Mexican presence be established there. The commandant, 

Bradburn, appeared to be the logical choice fo r this strategic outpost. He, like  the 

m ajority o f the surrounding colonists, was an American expatriot. A fte r flig h t 

from  the law , this native o f western V irg in ia  arrived in  Texas as a Mexican 

revolutionary under M ina's expedition in  November 1816. U tiliz ing  both his 

po litica l and m ilita ry  acumen, this b ilingua l adventurer qu ickly rose through the 

Mexican ranks. Throughout his career he consistently displayed his loya lty  to 

the Mexican cause. In  dispatching h im  to survey the area in  October 1830, 

Mexican officia ls assumed that the colonists w ou ld  see a ll his actions -- 

encouraging Spanish, surveying fo r steamboat usage on nearby rivers, and the 

m ilita ry  protection he w ou ld provide—as beneficial.xxxviii Bradburn chose an 

excellent site fo r the location o f his forces to enforce commercial law. Bradburn 

and his troops erected a b rick and stockade fo rt on a high b lu ff that commanded 

the entrance to the T rin ity  R iver w hich also provided oversight o f an old 

sm uggling road nearby. W ith  its solid brick walls over fou r feet th ick and the 

m ain walls at seven feet thick, Bradburn and his tw o 18-pound p ivo t guns were 

an obvious show o f force.xxxix Mexican officials, includ ing M ier y  Teran, were
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sure that w ith  the new garrison in  place, and the stab ility it  provided, controlled 

prosperity w ou ld now  be attainable fo r a ll.xl

The colonists however, d id  not concur w ith  this view . Rather they 

experienced numerous occurrences where the ir liberties were infringed. W ith 

the arriva l o f soldiers fo r construction o f the fo rt, i t  was observed that true to the 

"Decree o f A p ril 6", many were convict-soldiers. A lthough the ir crimes varied 

from  serious to tr iv ia l/11 it  appears that the colonists reacted by exaggerated 

rumors. The rum ors grew so large tha t the colonists reported that one o f them 

had "m urdered over 11 m en."xlii The colonists were furthe r irrita ted  when 

Bradburn began to impress the ir slaves fo r fu rthe r construction o f his fortress. 

W hile anger was placated at firs t by the promises o f recompensation by 

Bradburn, the colonists were ho rrified  to learn that he was te lling  the slaves that 

as slavery was illega l in  Mexico, they should be free. It should be noted, 

however, that although many aggravating secondary items were present, the 

m ain threat to the agrarian economy was the flashpoint o f o u trigh t revolt: 

m aritim e commercial enforcement.

The firs t warnings o f enforcement o f the ta r iff w ith  the strength o f the 

m ilita ry  behind it  entered w ith  the new year o f 1831. Bradburn, confident in  his 

strength and w anting to display his adherence to centralist policies, placed the
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ta riff in to  effect. As the "Decree o f A p ril 6" contained numerous exemptions and 

had opened trade up to international coastal vessels, Bradburn decided to u tilize  

an earlier ta riff, one passed in  1827 o f S2.121/ 2 a ton.xliii This action w ould affect 

the Texicans directly as they s till had most o f the ir ships under foreign registry. 

For the vast m ajority, the ships retained the ir registry under the U nited States of 

America. A  lesser reason fo r this retention include that m any o f the merchants 

were u n w illin g  to  go through the necessary paperwork to change registration. 

More im portantly however was the fact that i f  the ships held the ir registration 

from  the U.S.A., then the duties levied upon them in  N ew Orleans w ou ld  be 

much less than those levied against a 'fo re ign ' vessel. Boldly, Bradburn ordered 

East Texas under m artia l law  and closed a ll Texas ports save Anahuac. The firs t 

v ic tim  o f this edict was the captain and owner o f the sixty-five ton schooner, 

Champion, Samuel Rhoads Fisher. When i t  was revealed to him  that he w ould 

have to pay tonnage fees fo r the cargo o f tobacco he was carrying to Tampico 

both at Anahuac and again at Tampico, he was outraged.xliv F iguring that the 

cost o f his voyage merely in  tonnage fees w ou ld be $552.50, Fisher claimed, "N o  

vessel can stand this and unless a change is made the trade m ust be abandoned." 

Pointing out that a surveyor fo r a planned nearby tow n o f L iberty, Samuel 

Hiram s, advised him  to ignore the orders, Fisher continued to question the
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veracity o f Teran's claim .xlv Practicing c iv il disobedience, Fisher refused to pay 

the ta riff on his ship, w anting fo r Bradburn to prove the veracity o f the ta riff.

As Fisher began to file  com plaints against Bradburn, the colonists at the 

closed po rt of Brazoria were also taking action. The populace o f Brazoria 

gathered to explore how  they should make the ir discontent known. They met 

and chose merchants Branch T. Archer and George M cK instry to petition 

Bradburn to reopen the other Texas ports. In  his petition, not only d id  Archer 

believe that M ier y  Teran was ignorant o f Bradburn's action, bu t also warned 

that unless rem oval o f the ta riff was soon enacted, war was soon to fo llo w .xlvi 

Bradburn acquiesced and released the Champion and abandoned m artia l law  and 

the ta riff. This pardon granted by Bradburn was not because he believed that his 

actions were wrong, rather he fe lt that he d id  not have the m ilita ry  strength at 

that moment. Once again, the colonist's belief tha t necessary steps o f c iv il 

disobedience and petitions were v ita l fo r po litica l change was reinforced.

Realizing the threat that the Mexican garrison at Anahuac w ou ld make to 

the im portant clandestine commerce supporting Texas, colonists began to look 

towards ways to subvert the new Mexican authority. The colonists enlisted 

Francisco Madero, a new land commissioner fo r Coahuila and Texas, to begin the 

tow n o f Villa de la Santissima de la Liberdad, anglicized to Liberty, on M ay 2,1831.
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The location o f this tow n site was im portant in  tha t i t  was on the T rin ity  River, 

next to an old Indian tra il turned sm uggling road from  Opelousas Louisiana to 

La Bahia, and as fa r from  Anahuac as possible. The in form ation that the tow n 

had a disproportionately large population o f people who excelled at filin g  

petitions d id  not please Bradburn either. This fact was compounded by the 

evidence that despite the number o f people acting as lawyers — only one citizen 

of the self-proclaimed advocates, Thomas Jefferson Chambers, had actually 

obtained the license issued only in  M exico C ity  that authorized citizens to 

practice law .xlvii

Know ing that the ta riff exemption fo r Texas was about to expire by the 

end o f 1831 M ier y  Teran also knew that steps should be taken to ensure peaceful 

collection. As an in itia l step in  this process he reestablished George Fisher at 

the Custom House, or aduana, on Bolivar Peninsula on September 27,1831.

Fisher was ordered merely to oversee commerce and check the sm uggling of 

goods in to  the in terior. Though the colonists along the Brazos fe lt that Fisher's 

presence was an act o f revenge fo r the hum ilia tion  he had suffered at the ir 

hands, because he was not seeking to enforce the ta riff, no steps were taken.xlviii

But when Fisher arrived at Anahuac during the firs t part o f November 

1831, the furies were unleashed. W ith  his arrival, Bradburn fin a lly  held an
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effective solution o f his problem  w ith  the tow n o f L ib e rty—a proclam ation o f 

m artia l law  fo r east Texas. W ith  m artia l law  in  effect not only could his d ifficu lty  

w ith  L iberty be solved, bu t he could also begin enforcing the ta riff. Bradburn 

announced that the ayuntamiento o f L iberty was dissolved and that the ports o f 

Texas except Anahuac were closed.xlix

A t firs t, the reaction o f the colonists was one o f d isbe lie f. Since the 

encounter w ith  George Fisher earlier, the customhouse and fo rt had remained 

placid. The soldiers inside had only emerged to "inqu ire  fo r passports and the 

tonnage o f vessels."1 There were fou r merchant vessels located at Velasco; the 

Nelson, the Williams, the Tiscon*, and the Sabine, a ll o f w hich were a ll invo lved in  

the trade between New Orleans and Velasco. As they had already unloaded 

the ir cargo, the captain o f the Sabine, Jerry Brown, was the firs t to be inform ed 

that he w ould have to pay a du ty and get perm ission from  the commander at 

Anahuac before his vessel could leave.11 Confronted w ith  a hundred-m ile 

overland trip  to Anahuac, the captain protested. The owner o f the ship, Edw in 

W aller, w ent to the commander at Velasco and offered a bribe o f fifty  dollars. 

This sum was refused, however W aller was inform ed that one hundred dollars

*This is the name given by F ilisola-it is probably a m isspelling o f either Tyson 
or Texian
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w ould  satisfy the customs o ffic ia l.111 Considering this price exorbitant, W aller 

turned to more drastic steps.

W ith  assistance from  W illiam  H. W harton, W aller persuaded Captain 

Brown to run  the blockade. M uch to the excitement o f the spectators on shore, 

on the 15th o f December 1831 the vessel was untied and began to floa t 

downstream. A lthough fired  upon by Mexican troops on shore, the Sabine 

unfurled her sails, and protected by bales o f cotton, the crew responded in  

k ind .11” Another vessel, the Tiscon, fo llow ed the Sabine's example and also 

escaped. A lthough W harton and W aller were arrested, the ir influence helped 

them largely to escape punishm ent, though W aller was forced to buy tw o cannon 

w ith  the sale o f his cargo and re turn w ith  them to Velasco!iv The reason fo r this 

strange penalty was that the cannon were to be used to bolster the Mexican 

defenses, and it  w ould also serve to assist in  the collection o f duties. A  few  days 

later during another blockade run  by the Nelson, shots were also exchanged. A 

shot from  the Mexican garrison apparently grazed Captain Samuel Fuller, w hich 

angered him  in to  calling fo r his rifle . One o f the passengers, Spencer H. Jack, 

grabbed and aimed the rifle , w ounding one o f the guards.lv This drastic form  of 

c iv il disobedience brought immediate results: the Williams, w hich departed only
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moments after the Nelson, experienced no d ifficu lty  in  leaving even though its 

papers were in  disorder.

Learning o f this action, Teran lost a ll patience w ith  the Texicans. W ith  a ll 

the disorder afoot, his Mexican superiors were wondering whether Teran was 

loya l to the regime, w hile  at the same tim e, Texican colonists were looking to him  

fo r protection. He knew that he m ust act qu ickly and his reply attempted to 

appease both parties. For his Mexican superiors, Teran ordered the violators 

cargoes to be held subject to collection o f the fee's and the ir ships detained 

should they return. But in  an e ffo rt to assuage Texican anger over Fisher's 

actions, Teran rebuked him  fo r his unreasonable rules.

H aving won lim ited  success through c iv il disobedience, the colonists next 

turned to the ir second historically proven po litica l a lternative—petitions. In  

February 1832, A ustin  dispatched a pe tition  to M ier y  Teran requesting a renewal 

o f the ta riff exemption fo r five  more years, as w e ll as replacement o f George 

Fisher. Teran, who fe lt that A ustin  was pa rtia lly  to blame fo r the problems w ith  

ta riff collection, was not overjoyed to receive this request. In  a communique to 

the governor, Teran noted " in  the v illa  o f A ustin  the decrees and orders o f the 

government do not circulate when they are contrary to the interests o f the 

enterprise o f colonization," so A ustin 's request was not taken seriously.lvi
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However, w anting to m aintain the peace, Teran d id  relieve George Fisher o f his 

post, and placed Francisco D uclor in  his place.

H aving won only pa rtia l success, however, colonists continued both c iv il

disobedience and petitions. Inflam ing incidents however, continued as w ell. A t

Brazoria, w hich d id  not have as strong as a m ilita ry  presence, the overwhelmed

commander Domingo de Ugartechea allowed Texican ships pass rather than risk

mob action. Even after the construction o f Fort Velasco, w ith  its corresponding

detachment o f 100 troops and six-pound cannon in  May 1832, Ugartechea

continued to le t the vessels pass!vii He excused this action stating:

the merchants testified that these offenses [non payment o f ta riff] 
were due to the hardships imposed on the captains o f the vessels 
and on the trade since they had to unlash at the m outh o f the river, 
where there was no bu ild ing  to shelter the goods from  the weather 
to present the ir reports!viii

A t Anahuac however, Bradburn kept a much tighter reign on the citizens. 

A lways fearfu l that the colonists w ou ld  rise against him , Bradburn made sure to 

upkeep his strong m ilita ry  presence and state o f m artia l law . Bradburn 

continued not only ta riff collections but he also "took property from  the 

colonists, disclaimed the ir land titles, and declared that a ll o f the ir slaves were 

freed."lix
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Stephen F. A ustin  reacted to the increasing anger and sense o f injustice in  

his colonists' part by continually pressing fo r patience. A ustin  observed that 

many liberals shared the anger at the repressive centralist policies and had begun 

the ir push to change Mexico. Under the standard o f states rights as prom ised in  

the ir revolutionary manifesto, The Plan o f Veracruz, revolts had broken out. Led 

by General, and po litic ian  extraordinaire, Santa Anna, the Federalists fought fo r 

change in  the heart o f Mexico. A ustin  predicted that the Santa Anna party 

w ould be victorious in  the ir fig h t and the santanistas m ight use any tu rm o il as an 

excuse to end the Texas experiment w ith  colonization. Also, and more pressing, 

the existence o f an estimated seventeen hundred troops poised in  Matamoros, 

w ith  reinforcements available at Tampico, were seen as a force sufficient to stop 

any rebellion that m ight occur in  Texas. Therefore, A ustin believed that patience 

at this tim e was the better part o f valor.lx

Under the conditions the colonists faced, o f lim itations placed not only on 

the ir freedom bu t also the ir prosperity, a breaking po in t was soon reached. In 

M ay 1832, an opportun ity arose that gave the colonists a ra lly ing  po in t when tw o 

o f the convict-soldiers attacked an Anglo woman, and a neighbor failed to come 

to her rescue. The men o f the com m unity rose en masse and tarred and 

feathered the inactive neighbor. They then organized themselves, chose
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merchant Patrick C. Jack as the ir leader, and began to march on the fort. When 

asked by Bradburn to disperse they stated that they were merely a self-defense 

committee form ed against the nearby, Alabama-Coushatta tribe. The form ation 

o f a self-defense m ilitia  to guard against Ind ian attack was an extra-legal body. 

The fact tha t the Alabama-Coushatta was a peaceful and settled tribe brought the 

veracity o f the ir claim  in to  question. As Bradburn viewed him self as the firs t line 

o f defense against encroachment by the U nited States of America, it  is no 

surprise that Bradburn d id  not believe them. V iew ing them as a possible gang o f 

filibusters, Bradburn arrested Jack, and threw  him  in to  ja il alongside one o f the 

quasi-lawyers from  Liberty, W illiam  B. Travis. When W illiam  Jack, Patrick Jack's 

brother, appeared before Bradburn to protest his brother's capture he was given 

fifteen m inutes to leave Anahuac, lest the same m isfortune befall h im .lxi

W illiam  Jack qu ickly le ft and spread the w ord o f w hat had occurred. 

Colonists began flocking to the v ig ilan te  m ilitia . The colonists fe lt tha t i f  

Bradburn and Anahuac could be defeated, economic prosperity in  the 

unregulated commerce w ould re turn  as w ou ld  the ir continued prosperity.2

2 The reason fo r this conflict can be found in  the revolutionary schemata 
contained in  Crane Brinton's work, Anatomy of a Revolution. In  this work, a 
comparative w ork o f four revolutions, the schemata developed by Brinton f it  w ell 
to the situation in  Texas. In  one specific area, economics, Brinton's approach
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A t San Felipe, Jack was able to gather 90 men to fig h t against Bradburn's 

tyrannical action. As he continued to Brazoria, people continued to flock to his 

side. To lend more credence to the legitim acy o f the protest, John A ustin  was 

elected to command the revolutionaries. H is arguments were so com pelling that 

even the commander at Velasco, Ugartechea, not only w rote a pe tition  fo r the 

release o f the prisoners, bu t also sent his adjutant, D. N . Dominguez, w ith  the 

crowd.lxii John A ustin 's rhetoric however was not able to persuade Ugartechea 

to give him  a cannon as he requested. By June 4th the angry colonist, now 

num bering around one hundred and th irty , gathered a few  miles south of 

Anahuac.

A t the w ar council on June 5th, 1832, the Texicans took a crucial step. 

Johnson knew that the options o f his land force were extremely lim ited. The 

Mexican force comprised o f 162 men outnumbered Johnson's 130.* Johnson,

looking to the economic hopefuls rather than the economic elite, as M arxist 
Charles Beard w ould have studied, is more appropriate to the social realities of 
Texas. Just as in  the revolutions studied by Brinton, Texas fit the description that it 
was the government o f Mexico that was in  "financia l d ifficu lties" not in  Texas 
itself.2 Just as in  Brinton's societies Texas was a society that was "economically 
progressive" rather than in  an economic depression, and it  was through the ta riff 
that caused those who saw the ir opportun ity fo r prosperity vanish.2

* The number o f Bradburn's men is disputed. One Texican v is ito r claimed 
that there were 300 Mexican soldiers; Bradburn claimed that he only had 80.
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u tiliz in g  tim e as his greatest a lly, decided to lay siege to Anahuac. N o t only 

w ould besieging Anahuac buy him  tim e, bu t w ou ld  isolate the Mexican guard, 

w hile  a llow ing his ow n troops to be reinforced by the continually arriv ing  

recruits. In  a move that w ou ld  forecast the actions o f the Texas Navy in  the ir 

revolution against Mexico, a flo tilla  o f three i l l  armed and hastily furnished tiny  

schooners were chosen to enforce the blockade by sea.

The tin y  fleet carried out the ir jobs beyond a ll expectations. The ships 

were the 5-ton Stephen F. Austin (crew o f 5,5 guns), the 5-ton Red River (crew o f 5, 

5 guns), and the 41/ 2-ton Water Witch (crew o f 4 ,4  guns).lxiii The "guns" tha t the 

vessels carried were lite ra lly  rifles; the Waterwitch was armed w ith  "a  small 

sw ivel" -- the largest weapon in  the fleet.lxiv Each vessel was assigned a certain 

area to patro l and "make prizes o f a ll vessels loaded w ith  provisions fo r Fort 

Anahuac."lxv The Stephen F. Austin, under Captain W illiam  Scott, was assigned 

the area from  Anahuac to Double Bayou. The Red River, under Captain D. L. 

Kokernot, was to patro l from  the m outh o f the T rin ity  to the west fo llow ing  the 

shore o f the bay. The Water Witch, under Captain James Spillm an was to guard 

T rin ity  bay.

Records o f the Mexican payro ll however display 162 and this number has reached 
consensus among Texas historians.
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I t  was not long before the ships saw action:

About the 5th o f June, 1832, Captain Kokernot discovered a vessel 
crossing the bay, in  the direction o f Anahuac, and gave chase, 
overtook and captured her. She was loaded w ith  butter, eggs, 
chickens and other provisions fo r the Mexican garrison at Anahuac 
w hich was converted to the use o f our little  army.

Captain Scott made prize o f a boat near the m outh o f the 
Double Bayou, loaded w ith  beef and corn meal fo r the fort. About 
the same tim e Captain Spillm an took tw o boats, o ff Cedar Point, 
loaded w ith  corn and other provisions fo r Fort Anahuac!xvi

The Naval victories however were not reflective o f success on shore. A t 

firs t it  appeared that v ictory w ou ld  come easily. Reinforcements fo r Johnson's 

troops had arrived and augmented his troops to one hundred and sixty. The 

Texican soldiers had massed and moved so qu ickly that on June 9th they were 

able to capture Bradburn's only cavalry contingent w ithou t a shot. The next day 

they proceeded to occupy the build ings on the north  side and prepare fo r attack. 

A ustin  approached Bradburn, presented the pe tition  made by Colonel 

Ugartechea and assumed that the prisoners w ou ld be released. Thinking qu ickly 

as to how  to dem ilitarize the colonists, Bradburn replied that he was no longer in  

charge of the garrison and that the Texicans should retreat to the plaza, La 

Malinche, to aw ait fu rthe r word. Austin, expecting to receive positive news, 

ordered his men to the plaza. Upon leaving the ir protection and gathering in  the
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defenseless plaza, Bradbum  demanded the colonists leave Anahuac so that the ir 

presence w ould not d isrupt negotiations.

The next m orning, as the m ilitia  was preparing to enter Anahuac to 

negotiate, plans suddenly changed. D uring the night, Bradburn had w isely 

prepared his defenses by collecting a ll the am m unition stored in  the tow n and 

dispatching couriers "to  every m ilita ry  post in  Texas" to come to his aid. In  a 

letter to Austin, Bradbum  claimed that the Texicans had broken the truce thereby 

justify ing  his action of preparing his defenses. Goading Austin, Bradburn stated, 

" it  was already tim e, tha t he was w e ll fo rtified , and that he m ight come and 

receive the prisoners."lxvii As a fu rthe r display o f his power, Bradburn 

threatened to loo t the citizens o f Anahuac's houses and fired  the tw o 8-pound 

p ivo t guns at some homes.,xviii A ustin  angrily led his troops in  and in  the b rie f 

skirm ish that occurred, one Texican and five  Mexican solders were k illed  w ith  no 

progress tow ard the release o f the prisoners.1™ A ustin and his men retreated to 

Turtle Bayou to discuss the next step.

Bradburn had elevated the stakes through his refusal to release the 

prisoners and the colonists fe lt tha t i t  was tim e to lis t the ir grievances. This lis t o f 

grievances became know n as the Turtle  Bayou Resolutions. In  these resolutions, 

the colonists were sure to po in t out that they d id  not w ant to break w ith  Mexico,
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rather, they had arrived at the realization that the only way the ir voice and 

petitions w ou ld  be heard was if  they were a separate Mexican state. Encouraged 

by Federalist revolts in  Mexico that fought fo r increased states rights, they 

pledged the ir allegiance to the State rights Plan o f Veracruz, as supported by 

General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna. M any o f the problem areas listed dealt 

w ith  Federal assertion o f power over areas freely given to the states. The 

restrictions placed over the m aritim e were o f course listed as one o f the 

d ifficu lties to be fought against.

Realizing that more firepow er was needed to dislodge Bradburn and his 

troops, the dissidents decided that the answer to the ir problem depended on the 

sea. The closest cannon not already being used in  the blockade was to be found 

in  Brazoria—and the easiest and quickest way to get it  to the scene was to bring 

it  by ship. A  team consisting o f John Austin, George B. M cKinstry, Henry S. 

Brown, and Captain W illiam  J. Russel, among others were chosen to go to 

Brazoria fo r men and to retrieve three cannon located there.lxx

A rriv in g  on June 20th the team found the residents ready fo r action. A  

force o f around 125 men flocked to the protest. Q uickly, the aduana o f the tow n 

was seized and its cannon taken. The merchant schooner Brazoria, having just 

docked from  a N ew  Orleans passage, was impressed and the cannon mounted.
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In  preparation fo r possible combat, cotton bales were placed around the vessel to 

repel sm all arms fire . A  detachment o f fo rty  men armed w ith  rifles was chosen 

as marines to accompany the vessel. As tim e was o f the essence, John A ustin 

was elected com mander-in-chief o f the combined naval and land forces w ith  

Captain Russel chosen to command the vessel.lxxi

The colonists le ft fo r Anahuac on June 22, know ing that the only obstacle 

to successful com pletion m ight be found at Fort Velasco. For four days the force 

num bering between 150 and 199 men includ ing those aboard the Brazoria 

maneuvered towards the m outh o f the Brazos. A t about m idn ight the outpost 

was reached. A  message was dispatched to Ugartechea to jo in  the ir Federalist 

cause and a llow  them to pass. Ugartechea and his approxim ately one hundred 

and tw enty five  troops refused. Rather than disheartening the Texicans, 

Ugartechaea's refusal displayed the haughty corruptness they had come to 

expect o f the centralized government. Bolstered in  the need to display the 

necessity fo r state's rights, the Texicans prepared fo r battle, a battle that w ould 

last fo r more than ten hours!xxii

D uring this battle, the role o f the Brazoria proved indispensable to the 

success o f the dissention. The ship proved its w orth  from  the very beginning, 

provid ing the cover fire  that allowed the land force to establish itse lf w ith in
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th irty  yards o f the fo rt!xxiii Throughout the n ight gunfire remained sporadic, 

save the continuous fire  o f the Brazoria's cannon. W ith the arriva l o f dawn, the 

Mexican guard was able to clearly see its enemy. A t this tim e, the Mexican guard 

began to lay down fire  that pinned the ground force down. O nly verbal shots of 

“ Vivias”  fo r " Santa Anna," “ la Republida,," “ la Constitucion y las leys," and “ el 

Supremo Goviemo" were launched back at the enemy from  the ground. The 

marines on board the Brazoria, however, were able to prevent the Mexican 

a rtille ry  from  effectively u tiliz in g  the ir exposed cannon. In  the action, the 

m ooring rope o f the Brazoria was shot away, causing the ship to d r ift towards the 

fo rt becoming grounded only 170 yards distant. G unfire continued u n til a 

volum inous dow npour w et the powder o f the land forces on both sides. The 

Brazoria's cannon and marines continued to pum m el the fortress u n til 10 a.m., 

when Ugartechea raised his w hite fla g !xxiv

A  casual glance shows that the casualties on both sides were somewhat 

even. Ugartechea reported seven k illed  and nineteen wounded, w hile  the 

Texicans counted seven dead and fifteen wounded.lxxv The casualties on both 

sides o f the battle however, were insignificant compared to its consequences.

W ith  the surrender o f Ugartechea, the Texicans reiterated the ir conviction 

o f the supremacy o f state's rights. The belief o f v io len t c iv il disobedience as a
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va lid  source o f po litica l change was upheld in  the surrender agreement o f 

Ugartechea. In  this agreement, a ll o f the demands to address the items of 

provocation were met. Ugartechea, his garrison, and his ta riff collector agreed, 

"n o t to return, to take arms, against the express p lan .. .o f General Antonio Lopez 

de Santa Anna." As a fu rthe r display o f the removal of the ta riff from  the Texas 

coast, i t  was agreed that the soldiers w ou ld be taken to the distant Mexican port 

o f Matamoros aboard the schooner Elizabeth. lxxvi

M eanwhile the siege at Anahuac was also nearing a momentous 

conclusion. D uring the w a it fo r A ustin 's return, 50 more colonists joined the 

revolutionaries, increasing the ir number to over tw o hundred.lxxvii A ttem pts to 

reinforce the Mexicans were not as successful. The commander o f Tenoxtitlan, 

Francisco Ruiz, responded that eighteen men who he had allowed to go out and 

w ork to supplement the ir income had reduced his garrison. As they had not 

returned, Ruiz believed that he was le ft defenseless and unable to send more 

troops.lxxviii A t the closest and largest garrison nearby, led by Col. Jose de la 

Piedras at Nacogdoches, departure was delayed due to the lack o f money, as 

stated:

I  am not able to count upon ten dollars in  s ilver fo r the expenses of 
this expedition, and I  hope that you may procure some aid o f this 
k ind  fo r me, w itho u t w hich I shall fin d  m yself in  danger.Ixxix
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Col. Piedras d id  however; fin a lly  lead 100 soldiers who discovered the 

problem at Anahuac. The Texicans had sent scouts to patro l the perim eter and 

discovered the movement. Placing detachments at the tw o available crossings to 

Piedras' army, the Texicans forced Piedras to call a truce. Under the w hite flag, 

Piedras w ent to Anahuac to discover the problem.

When confronted by Piedras, Bradbum  continued to deny any 

responsibility fo r the uprising. A ttem pting to place blame o f the revo lt on the 

incendiary ta lk o f W illiam  Travis, Bradburn sought clemency from  Piedras.lxxx 

Piedras however, was not persuaded and removed Bradburn from  office pu tting 

his second, Juan Cortina, in  charge. To placate the crowd, Bradburn was ordered 

to leave im m ediately. The effectiveness o f the Texican naval blockade, now  

considered santanista vessels, prevented nautical escape. Fearful fo r his life, 

Bradburn escaped to N ew  Orleans u tiliz in g  the same sm uggling roads he had 

been dispatched to eradicate.

In  Col. Piedras' trace, the Texicans were rewarded graciously fo r the ir 

c iv il disobedience. The overbearing Bradburn and his ta riff enforcement had 

been removed. The new commander, Cortina, was specifically ordered to "act 

w ith  m uch more tact to avoid such a rap tu re ."lxxxi The ayuntamiento at L iberty 

was reestablished, the prisoners were released, and petitions were allowed to
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bypass regular channels and appear d irectly before M ier y  Teran. As pointed out 

by scholar Margaret Swett Henson, the eagerness o f Piedras to conciliate the 

rebels was due more to self-preservation than agreement w ith  the ir demands.lxxxii 

Overjoyed by the victory, the Texican flo tilla  upon hearing the news "sailed to 

Galveston Island, captured the deputy collector and his men, and took 

possession o f the custom house" effectively ending ta riff collection in  East 

Texas.lxxxiii

The rejoicing and re lie f o f the Texicans was cut short on July 16,1832. On

this day, a flo tilla  o f five ships led by the Mexican brig-of-w ar Santa Anna

appeared o ff m outh o f the Brazos River. On board the vessels were four

hundred troops led by santanista officer General Jose Antonio Mexica as w e ll as

Stephen F. Austin. Mexica, having le ft Matamoros on July 6, arrived to discover

if  this revo lt was tru ly  a santanista backed rebellion, or a rebel movement

towards separation from  Mexico. D uring his ten-day voyage, Stephen F. A ustin

continually w orked to persuade Mexica that the Texicans were only acting in

support o f Santa Anna, and his federalist revolution. Upon his arriva l, Mexica

sent o ff a dispatch to John A ustin  that clearly stated his objectives.

This document w ill in fo rm  you o f the motives which brought me 
to Texas, and what w ou ld  have been m y course had the late 
movements here been directed against the in tegrity  o f the national 
te rrito ry. But if, as I have been assured by respectable citizens, the
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past occurrences were on account o f the colonists having adhered to 
the plan o f Vera Cruz, and I am o ffic ia lly  inform ed o f that fact in  an 
unequivocal manner, you can in  that case assure the inhabitants that 
I  w ill unite w ith  them to accomplish the ir wishes.Ixxxiv

Mexica remained at this location to observe the Texicans fo r one week. He

found the colonists "p lacid, loyal, and exulted" over the continued victories of

Santa Anna in  the in terior. Pleased at his discovery, Mexica sailed away on July

24 giving the Texas santanistas his blessing. M otivated by newfound confidence

in  the system, the Texicans rose and expelled the centralist Col. Piedras from  Fort

Teran in  Nacogdoches, and forced Col. Ruiz at Fort Tenoxtitlan to retreat to San

Antonio.

The role o f the Texican "navy" in  this series o f c iv il disobediences was 

tremendous. Had it  not been fo r the blockade, which, according to Bradburn 

"kep t continuous watch across the bay"; many items crucial to the Texican 

vic to ry w ou ld  have been absent.lxxxv Lacking the blockade, Bradburn's troops 

w ould easily have been resupplied and able to increase the ir tactical advantage. 

W ithout the food and supplies gathered, the Texican siege may have been lifted . 

W ithout the actions o f the Brazoria in  the battle o f Velasco, the rebels certainly 

w ould have met defeat and the customhouse w ould have remained. As a un ified 

body, Texicans had joined in  c iv il disobedience and thanks to opportunities 

provided by the ir navy, the ir po litica l aims had met w ith  success.
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The Texicans—bloodied by the lessons learned—believed they had 

learned how  to make changes in  the Mexican po litica l system. N ow  that they 

had cast the ir lo t w ith  the Federalists' the Texicans continued in  pursu it o f their 

goal. A  goal that w ou ld  grant them the po litica l voice that they sought— 

separate Mexican statehood.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



77

i For more information see Henson, Juan D avis B radbum , 46 and Morton “Life ofM ier y Teran,” 47 
11 Morton, Ohland, “Life ofM ier y Teran.”, Southwestern H is to rica l Q uarterly  47, October, 1943-January, 
(July-October, 1944), 59
iii Mier y Teran to Pablo Viejo, Mexican Minister o f  War, 14 November 1829, as seen in Morton, Ohland, 
Teran and  Texas: A Chapter in  Texas-Mexican Relations, Austin, University o f  Texas Press, 1948, reprint: 
Texas State Historical Association, Austin 99
1V Mier y Teran to Pablo Viejo, Mexican Minister o f  War, 14 November 1829, as seen in Morton, Ib id ., 99 
v Mier y Teran to Pablo Viejo, Mexican Minister o f  War, 14 November 1829, as seen in Morton, Ib id ., 99 
Vl Mier y Teran to Pablo Viejo, Mexican Minister o f  War, 14 November 1829, as seen in Morton, Ib id ., 99 
™ Mier y Teran to Pablo Viejo, Mexican Minister o f  War, 14 November 1829, as seen in Morton, Ib id., 99 
VIU Mier y Teran to Pablo Viejo, Mexican Minister o f  War, 14 November 1829, as seen in Morton, Ib id ., 99
ix Mier y Teran to Pablo Viejo, Mexican Minister o f War, 14 November 1829, as seen in Morton, Ib id ., 99
x Austin to Wharton, 24 April 1829, Austin Papers as seen in Barker, “Stephen F. Austin,” The M ississippi 
Valley H is to rica l Review, Vol. 5, Issue 1 (Jun., 1918), 22
X1 Mier y Teran to Pablo Viejo, Mexican Minister o f  War, 14 November 1829, as seen in Morton, Ib id ., 100 
xii Mier y Teran to Pablo Viejo, Mexican Minister o f  War, 14 November 1829, as seen in Morton, Ib id., 
100

Mier y Teran to Pablo Viejo, Mexican Minister o f War, 14 November 1829, as seen in Morton, Ib id.,
101
xiv Mier y Teran to Pablo Viejo, Mexican Minister o f War, 14 November 1829, as seen in Morton, Ib id., 
101
xv Mier y Teran to Pablo Viejo, Mexican Minister o f  War, 14 November 1829, as seen in Morton, Ib id ., 99
xvi Jose Mora as quoted in Meinig, D. W., The Shaping o f  Am erica: A Geographical Perspective On 500 
years o f  H istory, Vol. 2 Continental America, 1800-1867, New Haven, Yale University Press, 1993, 133 
x™ Filisola, M em oriaspa ra  la  H is to ria  de la  Guerra de Tejas, II, 592-593 translation in Executive 
Documents o f  25th Congress, No. 351, 313-316 as seen in Rowe, Edna, “The Disturbances at Anahuac in 
1832,” Texas State H is to rica l Association, Vol. VI, No. 4 (April, 1903), 266
xvm Filisola, Ib id ., as seen in Rowe, Ib id ., 266
xix Filisola, Ib id ., as seen in Rowe, Ib id ., 266
xx Filisola, Ibid., as seen in Rowe, Ib id., 267
xxi See Appendix
xxii Eustace Barron to George Canning, Jan. 1825, PRO, FO, 50/17, p. 363 as seen in Heath, Hilarie J., 
“British Merchant Houses in Mexico, 1821-1860: Conforming Business Practices and Ethics,” Hispanic  
American H is to rica l Review, Duke University Press, Vol. 73, no. 2 (May 1993), 276
xxiii As quoted in Barker, M exico  and  Texas 1821-1835, 57
xxlv For more information see Appendix; Meinig, The Shaping o f  America  Vol. 2, 39 
xxv see Appendix; Meinig, Ib id ., 39 
XXVI see Appendix; Meinig, Ib id ., 39
*xvn Manuel de Mier y Teran to Guadalupe Victoria, March 28, 1828, in Teran’s letterbook as seen in 
Cantrell, Ib id ., 211
xxviii see Appendix; Meinig, Ib id ., 39
xxix See Appendix

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



78

xxx Stephen F. Austin to Samuel M. Williams, February 5, 1831, Austin Papers 2:594-95; McLean, Papers 
Concerning Robertson’s Colony, 5:51ff. As seen in Reichstein, Andreas V.; Willson, Jennae R. trans., Rise 
O f The Lone Star: The M ak ing  o f  Texas, 48
xxxi Barker, Eugene C., “The African Slave Trade,” Q uarterly o f  the Texas State H is to rica l Association, 
Vol. 6(1902-1903): 115
xxxii Barker, Eugene C ., “The African Slave Trade,” Q uarterly o f  the Texas State H is to rica l Association, 
Vol. 6 (1902-1903): 148
xxxiii Fischer, Ernest G., Robert Potter: Founder o f  the Texas Navy, Gretna, Pelican Publishing Co., 1976, 
70
xxxiv Report and letter are in the Bexar archives as seen in Rowe, Edna, “The Disturbances at Anahuac in 
1832,” Texas State H is to rica l Association, Vol. VI, No. 4 (April, 1903), 274
xxxv George Fisher to S. F.. Austin, May 18, 1830, Austin Papers, II, 391-392; as seen in Henson, Margaret 
Swett, Samuel M a y  W illiam s: E a rly  Texas Entrepreneur, College Station, Texas A&M University Press, 
1976, 27
xxxvi George Fisher to S. M. Williams, 6 July 1830, Williams Papers; as seen in Henson, Samuel M ay  
Williams, 27
xxxvii For more information see Henson, Samuel May Williams, 33 and Lewis, Carroll, “The Birthplace of 
the Texas Revolution,” Texana, Vol. 1, No. 1 (Spring, 1968), 2
xxxviii Mier y Teran’s instructions to Bradbum, October 4, 1830, Spanish Archives, General Land office o f  
Texas, 53:141-45 as seen in Henson, Juan D avis Bradburn, 50
xxxix Lewis, “The Birthplace o f the Texas Revolution,”, 2
xl Henson, Juan Davis Bradbum, 49-50; see also Hill, Jim Dan, The Texas Navy, Perpetua Book, A S. 
Barnes and Company, Inc., New York, 1937, reprint, Perpetua Edition, 1962, 9 
xli ’’Bradburn Memorial”: Mier y Teran to Bradbum, October 4, 1830; Alejandro Yhary, Captain o f the 
port, November 18, 1830, Guerra y Marina, Hatcher transcript, 329:265-66 as seen in Henson, Juan Davis  
Bradbum , 52
xlii Ladabie, Nicholas D., A Visit to Texas: Be ing the Journa l o f  a  Traveler—1834, 96 as seen in Lewis,
“The Birthplace o f the Texas Revolution,” 4
xliii Hill, Ibid., 9-10
xhv Henson, Juan D avis B ra d b u m , 70
xlv S Rhoads Fisher to Austin, Jan. 10, 1831, Austin Papers, II, 583, as seen in Hill, The Texas N a \y , 10; 
see also Henson, Juan Davis B radburn , 70
xlvi McDonald, Archie P., W illiam  B arre tt Travis: An Autobiography, Eakin Press, Austin, 1976, Revised 
E d ition : 1995, 73
xlvii Partlow, Liberty, pp. 79-82; Liberty Ayuntamiento to Bexar Ayuntamiento, May 5, 1831, Bexar 
Archives, roll 140 frame 0885 as seen in Henson, Juan Davis Bradburn, 67, 76
xlviiiLetts, Bessie Lucille, “George Fisher,” (M. A. thesis, University o f Texas, 1928, 27,29, 33, 35-36, 83- 
84; Mier y Teran to George Fisher, 24 May 1830, Austin Papers, 2:394-95 as seen in Henson, Juan Davis 
Bradbum , 73; see also Morton, “L ife  o fM ie r  y Teran,” 512-513  
xlix Henson, Juan Davis B radbum , 76
1 Holley, Texas, pp. 23-24, 29 as seen in Henson, Juan D avis Bradburn, 81
li Filisola, I, 179 as seen in Rowe, Edna, “The Disturbances at Anahuac in 1832,” Texas State H is to rica l 
Association, Vol. VI, No. 4 (April, 1903), 276
lii Charles D. Sayre to S. F. Austin, February 7, 1832, “Notes and Documents,” Southwestern H is to rica l 
Quarterly, No. 63 (January 1960): 456; S. F. Austin to Emily Perry, December 30, 1831; S. F. Austin to 
Bradburn, December 30, 1831; S. F. Austin to Teran, January 8, 1832; Teran to S. F. Austin, January 27, 
1832; S. F. Austin to Teran, February 5, 1832, Austin Papers, I I I ,  725,731-732, 733-734, 743-744, 747-

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



79

748; S. F. Austin to S. M. Williams, July 1, 1832; May 31, 1833, Williams Papers as seen in Henson, 
Samuel M a y  W illiam s: E a rly  Texas Entrepreneur, College Station, Texas A&M University Press, 1976, 35 
liii Henson, Juan Davis Bradbum, 83
liv Filisola, I, 186 as seen in Rowe, Edna, “The Disturbances at Anahuac in 1832,” Texas State H is to rica l 
Association, Vol. VI, No. 4 (April, 1903), 276 
lv Henson, Juan D avis Bradburn, 83
lvi Mier y Teran to Letona Teran, 16 February 1831, Bexar Archives, as seen in Rowe, Edna, “The 
Disturbances at Anahuac in 1832,” Texas State H is to rica l Association, Vol. VI, No. 4 (April, 1903), 274 
lvii George Fisher to W.P. Harris, March 20, 1832, Ugartechea to Elosua, March 13, 1832, Bexar Archives, 
Blake Collection, Supplement 9:253; Ugartechea to Elosua, May 15, 1832, Bexar Archives, roll 130, frame 
0029; A. Mitchel to W.H. Wharton, June 20, 1832, Lam ar Papers, 1:98-99 as seen in Henson, Juan Davis 
Bradburn, 88
lviii Filisola, I, 186 as seen in Rowe, Edna, “The Disturbances at Anahuac in 1832,” 276
lix Yoakum, History o f Texas, 290 as seen in Lewis, “Birthplace o f  the Texas Revolution,” 5
lx S. F. Austin to S. M. Williams, April 9, 12, 28, March 21, 1832, Williams papers as seen in Henson,
Samuel M a y  W illiam s: E a rly  Texas Entrepreneur, College Station, Texas A&M University Press, 1976, 36
1x1 Col. Francis W. Johnson, Texas and  Texans, I, 68 as seen in Hill, Ibid., 13
lxii Filisola, I, 190 as seen in Rowe, Edna, “The Disturbances at Anahuac in 1832,” 284
lxiii Kokemot, D. L., Southwestern H is to rica l Q uarterly, Vol. 43, 273
lxivHill, Ib id ., 13
lxv Col. Francis W. Johnson, Texas and Texans, I, 77 quoting D. L. Kokemot as seen in Hill, Ib id ., 13 
lxvi Col. Francis W. Johnson, Texas and Texans, I, 77 quoting D. L. Kokemot as seen in Hill, Ib id ., 13 
lxvu Arciniega to Ramon Musquiz, June 17, 1832, Nacogdoches Archives as seen in Rowe, Ib id., 286-287 
lxviii Lewis, “The Birthplace o f  the Texas Revolution,” 7
lxix Henson, Juan D avis B radburn, 104 see also Texas Almanac, 1859; Arciniega to Ramon Musquiz, June
17, 1832, as seen in Rowe, Ib id .,, 285
lxx Filisola, I, 190 as seen in Rowe, Ib id ., 282-283
lxxi Citizens’ meeting [Brazoria, ca. June 20, 1832, Lam ar Papers, I, 97-98; S. F. Austin to S. M.
Williams, April 28, 1832, Williams Papers; John Austin to Francisco M. Duclor, June 21,1832, Lamar 
Papers, I, 100-101, Rowe, “The Disturbances at Anahuac in 1832,” 289; as seen in Henson, Samuel M ay  
W illiams: E a rly  Texas Entrepreneur, College Station, Texas A&M University Press, 1976, 38; see also 
Hill, Ib id ., 15
lxxii Citizens meeting [ca. June 20, 1832]; John Austin to J. Rowland, June 21, 1832; Report o f  
Ugartechea, July 1, 1832, as seen in Henson, Juan Davis Bradburn, 107-108 
lxxiii Filisola, Ibid., I, 209 as seen in Hill, Ib id ., 12
lxxiv Barker, M exico and Texas 1821-1835, 113-114; John Austin to Francisco M. Duclor, June 21, 1832; 
report o f Ugartechea [to Teran], July 1, 1832, Lam ar Papers, I, 100-101, 132-136; as seen in Henson, 
Samuel M ay W illiams: E a rly  Texas Entrepreneur, College Station, Texas A&M University Press, 1976, 39; 
Capt. W.J. Russell, in the Texas Almanac, 1872, 168
lxxv Capt. W.J. Russell, in the Texas Almanac, 1872, 168, as seen in Hill, Ibid., 16 
lxxvi Holley, Texas (1833), 158-159 as seen in Rowe, Ib id ., 292
lxxvii Johnson, F. W., “Further Account by Col. F. W. Johnson o f the First Breaking Out o f  Hostilities,” 
Almanac, 140 as seen in Carrol, “The Birthplace o f the Texas Revolution,” 8
lxxviii Ruiz to Elosua, June 25, 1832, Nacogdoches, as seen in Rowe, Edna, “The Disturbances at Anahuac 
in 1832,” Texas State H is to rica l Association, Vol. VI, No. 4 (April, 1903), 285-286 
lxxix Piedras to Elosua, June 19, 1832, Nacogdoches Archives, as seen in Rowe, Edna, “The Disturbances 
at Anahuac in 1832,” Texas State H is to rica l Association, Vol. VI, No. 4 (April, 1903), 292

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



80

lxxx J. Cortina to Piedras, 15 July 1832, Nacogdoches Archives, Blake Collection, Supplement, 17:233; J. 
Cortina to Felix Maria Subaran, 15 July 1832, Nacogdoches Archives, Blake Collection, Henson, Juan  
D avis Bradburn, 111
lxxxi Piedras to Bradbum, 4 July 1832, Nacogdoches Archives, as seen in Rowe, Ib id., 205-296 
lxxxii f-[enson juan £)avis Bradbum, 109
lxxxiii Col. Francis W. Johnson, Ib id ., 11 as seen in Hill, The Texas Navy, 17,
Ixxxiv Gen. Jose Antonio Mexica to John Austin, 16 July 1832, as seen in Barker, M exico and Texas 1821- 
1835, 115-116
lxxxv Memorial o f  Colonel Juan Davis Bradbum concerning the Events at Anahuac, 1831-1832, as seen in 
Henson, Appendix 1, Juan Davis Bradburn, 142

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



CHAPTER III

The Leading o f the Merchants

I landed at this place near 4 weeks. Since I  have had some 

dammed rough usuage, having m y goods landed against m y w ill 

by a m ilita ry  force. The people w ould calm ly stand by and see me 

lose all. God damn them. .. .M y business has been delayed. M y 

provisions and groceries have been [confiscated] as contraband and 

the whole duties claimed on the balance and the goods w ithheld t ill 

the deputies shall be paid. And a ll this by deputy collector and 40 

soldiers!!!
—Merchant Andrew Briscoe 

Between 1832 u n til the outbreak o f revolution in  1835 mercantile concerns 

increasingly became bound to po litica l concerns. Believing in  the federalist 

promises o f Gen. Santa Anna, the colonists knew that the ir energy should be 

focused on the separate Mexican statehood that they were sure w ould  soon 

arrive. Follow ing the ir o ld po litica l tactics, the colonists firs t m et to petition in  

the conventions o f 1832 and 1833. Mexican inaction seemed to indicate approval 

o f the po litica l meeting. Later, however, when Mexico acted in  ways against the 

Texican proposals, the colonists rose in to  c iv il disobedience. In  these matters, it  

was the nautical aspects in  Stephen F. A ustin 's economic revolution that were 

firs t infringed. Therefore it  was in  waterborne trading areas where skirmishes
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broke out that predated the o ffic ia lly  recognized opening o f the Texas revolution 

at Gonzalez.

D runk w ith  the v ic to ry at Anahuac the Texas colonists organized to 

ensure that the rights w on w ould not be taken away. As many o f the Anglo- 

American settlers o f Texas had come from  the southern states o f America, it  

should come as no surprise that they copied the actions o f South Carolina who 

had called a state convention to deal w ith  a perceived threat to the ir agricu ltu ra l 

economy: the "T a riff o f Abom inations". Just as in  South Carolina, who called fo r 

a collectivization o f the ir po litica l power through meeting in  a state convention, 

on October 1,1832 a call was issued fo r a po litica l organization to meet at the 

capital o f Austin 's colony, San Felipe, fo r a convention. In  response, fifty -s ix  

dem ocratically chosen delegates arrived in  representation o f sixteen settlements. 

P olitically, the moderate Stephen F. A ustin was elected president o f the 

convention. However the convention elected the radical merchant Francis 

Johnson as secretary.

As the delegates presented and discussed the ir concerns at the meeting, 

they slow ly form ed tw o groups: the peace and w ar parties. The groups sp lit on 

how  best the ir po litica l aspirations could be met. The Peace Party adhered more 

towards A ustin 's beliefs tha t patient and slow  movements through po litica l
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appeals was appropriate. The W ar party however, fe lt that bold and immediate 

action should be taken to ensure the rights desired and w ould have been more 

than happy to fo llo w  the lead o f the South Carolinians who claimed that the 

states held the power o f nu llifica tion , or to abolish orders o f the central 

government tha t were contrary to the success o f the state.* M any histories focus 

on the steps taken towards independent Texan statehood at this gathering. O f 

equal if  not param ount importance to the delegates present however was 

discussion concerning an exemption o f ta riffs  fo r the next three years. This 

should come as no surprise as th irty-s ix  o f the fifty -s ix  delegates were from  the 

south that had recently undergone tremendous conflict over U. S. President 

Jackson's T a riff o f Abom inations. The population also had twenty-three 

farm er/p lanters and fifteen merchants who w ou ld  have strongly opposed any 

such ta riff enforcement.1 Know ing that m oderation was the key fo r such a bold 

statement, the delegates showed the good fa ith  move of electing ta riff collectors. 

The colonists knew that in  the federal form  o f government the volum e o f their 

po litica l voice w ou ld only increase w ith  separate Mexican statehood. Therefore,

1 See figure 3-1
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i t  was only after the po litica l goal o f free trade was discussed that the repeal o f 

the decree o f A p ril 6, and independent statehood were presented.

The results o f this convention however, made such discussion moot. 

Despite the wishes o f many present, A ustin  d id  not believe that the tim e was 

rig h t fo r presentation to the national government. A ustin had three reasons fo r 

believing thusly. First, the absence o f Goliad and San Antonio representatives 

w ould make it  appear tha t only Anglo-Am erican concerns were being addressed. 

A lthough San Antonio d id  send a Representation, o r a lis t o f the ir grievances that 

m irrored Anglo-Am erican concerns, A ustin  fe lt it  better to wait.** A ustin knew 

that only cooperation w ith  the Tejanos w ould provide hope fo r success o f the 

petition.*** Also, as Santa Anna had no t yet captured power, A ustin feared that 

his presentation fo r separation from  Coahuila w ou ld  appear seditious to the 

Bustamante Government. So it  was that on October 6,1832, the convention was 

dissolved prom ising that i t  w ou ld  meet again in  a year's tim e to reach 

agreement.

rhe delegates fo r the new convention, w hich met from  A p ril 1-13,1833, 

consisted o f many more who were favorable to the aims o f the W ar party. There 

can be little  doubt that one reason fo r the ir confidence was the fact that South 

Carolina had met perceived success. In  M arch o f 1833, the American congress

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



85

had passed a compromise ta riff low ering the duties. A lthough American 

President Andrew  Jackson, had been w illin g  to use force to subdue the 

nu llifie rs, the passage o f the compromise ta riff had relieved such tensions.iv 

D uring the in te rim  period members o f the W ar party had busied themselves 

po litick ing  and ensuring a large voice. Examination of the delegates however 

shows the results o f the ir po litica l machine. N ine members o f the uprising at 

Anahuac were present Thirty-one farm ers/planters and sixteen merchants were 

also present. A  large m ajority o f the delegates present, 63 o f 89, were from  the 

o ld or fron tie r south o f America. To ensure the legality o f the motions passed, 

eighteen lawyers also had been elected.2

It  should come as no surprise that once again, revocation o f the ta riffs was 

the firs t issue discussed, w ith  separate Mexican statehood fo llow ing. 

Representation from  Goliad at this meeting, as w e ll as some rogue San Antonio 

delegates3 were also present at the meeting. N o t only was exemption from  the 

ta riff seen as v ita l, bu t also now  a separation from  Coahuila was deemed

2 See figure 3-2

3 The reason w hy the San Antonio delegates are described as rogue is that 
they were not dispatched under the authority o f the ayuntamiento. As San 
Antonio was the provisional seat o f Mexican A u thority  in  Texas they d id  not want 
to face the w rath o f the troops garrisoned there, or upset the po litica l powers 
present.
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mandatory. The fact that Coahuila outnumbered Texas by nine to one 

dram atically reduced the power o f the ir lim ited  representation. The Texicans 

knew that i f  the ir rights were to be protected, a stronger voice in  national 

government m ust be heard. This could only be achieved through separate 

statehood. The fact that Santa Anna was so close to his federalist v ic to ry 

prom pted the group to force Austin, w ith  Erasmo Seguin and Dr. James M ille r, 

to present the petition to Mexico C ity, on A p ril 13,1833.

(Figure 3-1) Origins of 1832 and 1833 delegates

Old South Frontier North Foreign Unknown 
South
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(Fig. 3-2) Employment of 1832 and 1833 delegates

(Inform ation gathered fo r both fig. 3-1 and 3-2 names were gathered from  
w w w .tam u.edu/ccbn/dew itt/consultZhtm  and cross-referenced w ith  

biographies from  www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online)

The Texicans apparently seemed to believe that now  that the ir petitions had 

been filed , they could le t down the ir vigilance. A ll points seemed to display the 

victory o f the ir rights. Their candidate, Santa Anna, had won his federalist 

revolution. T a riff enforcement had not returned to the ir coast. The "Decree o f 

A p ril 6" had been repealed. Texas w ould receive additional representation in  the 

legislature. English could be used in  legal documents, and now  one could not be 

"m olested" fo r hold ing a religious belief that was not Catholic.v Prosperity had 

returned to the coasts. I t  is not surprising then that the simultaneous news that 

A ustin had been arrested, was lost in  the other victories the Texicans had gained.
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Encouraged by the freedoms granted, the Texicans enjoyed prosperity on 

the ir G u lf shores. Im m igrants continued to flood in to  the ports. Unregulated 

trade flourished. Bold men, such as Samuel W illiam s, dreamed o f prosperous 

means garnished from  supporting this trade. W illiam s, who was Austin 's 

secretary, made plans along w ith  merchant Thomas F. M cKinney to bu ild  a 

"warehouse, w harf, and residences" at a new ly proposed tow n o f Q uintana.vi 

Such excitement indicates the belief that many Texicans cherished that the 

alliance form ed w ith  Santa Anna earlier at Anahuac remained valid . Such a 

belief was m yopic and Texocentric.

Mexico had not bothered exerting the ir au thority in  Texas due to the fact 

tha t they were pu tting  dow n rebellion closer to the capital. Encroachment o f 

federalist changes to the states was viewed w ith  suspicion and distrust. If 

scholar T im othy Anna is correct in  his statement tha t the Mexican ""provinces 

created the nation, the nation d id  not create the provinces," then this period was 

reflecting the b irth ing  pains o f the nation exerting authority over the states.vii 

Threats o f revolution surrounded many o f the provinces against the ru le o f Vice 

President Valentin Gomez Farias. Due to its foreign population and p rox im ity  to 

the United States o f the N orth, Farias dispatched Colonel Juan Nepomuceno
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A lm onte to Texas to gather data. This data was to discover if  the Texians were 

allies, or on the verge o f revo lt as Farias expected.

A lm onte's travels in  Texas began in  Nacogdoches in  M ay 1833. Spending 

u n til m id  July in  the Departm ent o f Nacogdoches, A lm onte then traveled to the 

Department o f Brazos, spending a m onth, and concluded his tou r in  the 

Department o f Bexar. D uring his travels, A lm onte w rote a report o f what he had 

seen fo r submission to the federal government. From reading his report i t  is easy 

to see that the Texicans, w ishing to display evidence of the ir prosperity and need 

fo r separate statehood, were more than w illin g  to a llow  access to Alm onte.

A lm onte's report on the Texicans was favorable overall. Beginning by

commenting that the absence o f an uprising made his report not "w o rth y  o f the

attention o f the pu b lic "viii he qu ickly pointed out the key o f the prosperity o f the

Texicans. N oting that "its  advantageous geographical position, its ports, its

navigable rivers, the varie ty o f its products, the fe rtility  o f its soil, its climate, etc.,

are taken in to  account, one m ust adm it that Texas is soon destined to be the most

flourish ing section o f its repub lic"ix enabled A lm onte to po in t out the key role of

the m aritim e in  Texas. As if  in  unison w ith  A ustin 's foresight and economic

revolution, A lm onte described the m aritim e benefits o f Texas as

extremely advantageous fo r commerce. Located upon the G u lf o f 
Mexico, between the Republic o f the N orth  and Mexican States, it  is
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easy to see the privileged position w hich it  enjoys fo r the 
exportation o f its products. .. .The recent recognition o f our 
independence by Spain and the favorable terms o f the commercial 
treaty between the tw o can not help bu t be especially advantageous 
to Texas, due to its p rox im ity  to  the island o f Cuba; and there can be 
no doubt that it  w ill soon been the princip le granary o f that island.
Above all, the abundance o f navigable rivers and o f good ports that 
are found in  Texas, even though they may be navigable only fo r 
boats o f sm all hold, give it  an immense advantage over the rest of 
the states in  the Mexican federation, w hich unfortunately do not 
possess the same facilities fo r the exportation o f the ir products, and 
whose foreign commerce can not [sic] bu t be unim portant fo r many 
years to come.x

To reinforce the prosperity o f Texas, A lm onte estimated the profits and 

trade o f each department. Bexar, w ith  its population o f 4,000 and no navigable 

rivers, existed w ith  little  or no trade besides "e ight or ten thousand pelts of 

d ifferent kinds and a few  articles im ported from  New Orleans".xi The 

Departm ent o f Brazos however was a sharp contrast. Steamboats plied not only 

the coastal waters, bu t her rivers as w ell. Carried on this bustling activ ity, was 

an estimated 600,000 pesos w orth  o f commercial activ ity .xii The Departm ent o f 

Nacogdoches, w ith  its population o f 10,600, gathered the most concern. 

A lthough its commercial trade was only 470,000 pesos, A lm onte blamed failed 

empressario actions fo r its sm all revenues.xiii

Trade not included in  A lm onte's commercial approxim ations was trade 

that passed through Texas in to  the in te rio r o f Mexico. A lm onte estimated their
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volum e at 270,000 pesos, placing the to ta l o f untaxed trade in  Texas at 1,400,000

pesos w ith  "th is  commerce is increasing da ily  as the result o f great cotton crops

and the increasing consum ption o f goods due to the continued em igration from

the United States to Texas."xiv

In  his report, A lm onte also listed some reform s that he believed should be

implemented. The excellent po rt at Galveston surrounded most o f his reforms.

He fe lt that a canal should be dug to connect the Bay of Galveston to those o f the

Sabine and the Brazos.xv He fe lt tha t Fort Anahuac in  Galveston Bay was placed

in  the w rong location and should be moved to a fo rtifica tion  on Pelican Island at

the m outh o f the Bay.xvi Also at Galveston, a shipyard and naval academy

should be erected. A lm onte's reasoning fo r this was based on many reasons.

First, i t  w ou ld  help to funnel trade back to Mexico. Second, its safe location

w ould provide excellent anchorage. Th ird, its p rox im ity  to the United States o f

America w ould provide it  w ith  the latest nautical tools. F inally, A lm onte urged

positioning there

because I  believe it  to be o f the greatest importance and the only 
means o f awakening in  our youth a love fo r the sea. I do not desire 
that Mexico should become a m aritim e power, but I w ish she w ould 
cease to depend on foreigners to  command the few ships she has 
w hich are indispensable to the protection o f her coastwise trade.xvii
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Almonte clearly urged in  his report that Mexico take notice and take advantage of 

the m aritim e in  his report.

When Alm onte's report was fin a lly  transported to Mexico C ity, the po litica l

atmosphere had changed dram atically. The liberal and federalist changes of Farias 

were no longer welcome. In  releasing power to the states, Farias had threatened 

the power o f the Catholic clergy and Mexican army, both o f which had been the 

foundation o f Santa Anna's authority. In  centralistic fashion Santa Anna returned 

to the president's chair on M ay 23,1834. D issolving the Mexican Congress, Santa 

Anna turned from  his earlier federalist Plan de Veracruz to the h igh ly centralistic 

Plan o f Cuernavaca. To weaken the power o f the states, a reduction o f state m ilitia  

to "one soldier fo r each five hundred inhabitants" was ordered.xviii To reign in  the 

m aritim e liberties, the M inister o f W ar and Navy, Jose de Herrera, recommended 

on A p ril 11,1834, that the naval branch be expanded to collect customs and to 

"punish the transgressors."xix

A lthough these changes had been announced recognition o f the changes 

varied through the Mexican provinces. Texas' sister state, Coahuila, was tom  

between federalism and Santa Anna's new centralistic tendencies. The province 

was lite ra lly  sp lit by their affiliations. Two separate capitals vied fo r power. One, 

supporting federalism in  Monclova and the other, supporting Santa Anna's
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centralism in  Saltillo. Travis, who had been elected secretary o f the ayuentimento at 

San Felipe, noted that the vacuum o f po litica l authority over Texas allowed a 

freedom that was "v irtu a lly  an ipso facto w ithou t any legal government in  the state 

or nation." Reinforced w ith  his w ar party beliefs, Travis fe lt that now  was the time 

fo r action towards separate statehood. Justifying his beliefs, Travis claimed as 

early as 1834 that "W e are actually in  a state of revolution and discord, when it  

becomes the du ty o f every ind iv idua l to protect him self."xx

Travis prediction o f the po litica l sh ift in  1834 became rea lity as the fru its  o f

the shift towards centralism appeared in  Texas beginning January 1,1835. Colonel 

Ugartechea, in  charge o f the m ilita ry, dispatched various garrisons to d iffering 

locations in  Texas. The areas o f Mexican reestablishment of authority made it 

apparent that the coast w ould be a prim e target. Captain Antonio Tenorio w ith  a 

detachment o f soldiers and a collector arrived at the inflam m atory Anahuac to 

reopen the customs house. A  deputy collector was also placed at Velasco. To 

ensure enforcement o f customs, a revenue cutter, the Montezuma, was dispatched 

to patrol the Texas coast. In  an e ffort to defray the cost o f establishing the 

defensive garrisons in  Texas, as w e ll as to f i l l  governmental coffers, orders to 

collect customs were given.xxi

W ith the m otivation o f p ro fit and duty, and the danger o f death or in jury,
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customs collectors pursued enforcement o f the customs to varying degrees. A t 

Velasco, where the collector had no supporting troops, attempts to collect only 

tonnage duties were made. xxii In  Anahuac, however, Tenorio was ready to enforce 

the ta riff fu lly . N ot only d id  he have a supporting garrison, but also the 

knowledge that 265,000 pesos w orth  o f goods had passed through the port the 

year prior, and he was ready and eager to enforce the tariff.

Establishing his presence at Anahuac, Tenorio let i t  be known that the ta riff

established in  1832 w ould now  be enforced fu lly . Vessels were stopped and forced 

to pay the ta riff. Anger and discontent w ith  the new enforcement among the 

merchants began almost immediately. The most vocal of the agitated was Andrew  

Briscoe, an Anahuac merchant who was prohibited from  carrying out his trade.

A n examination o f a letter he sent to fe llow  merchant J. D. A llen provides the 

reader insight not only to the ram ifications o f customs im position, but also the 

almost placid reaction by the rest o f the population to this problem.

I landed at this place near 4 weeks. Since I have had some 

dammed rough usuage, having m y goods landed against m y w ill 

by a m ilita ry  force. The people w ould calm ly stand by and see me 

lose all. God damn them. .. .M y business has been delayed. M y 

provisions and groceries have been [confiscated] as contraband and 

the whole duties claimed on the balance and the goods w ithheld t il l 

the deputies shall be paid. And a ll this by deputy collector and 40
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soldiers!!!xxiii

W hile many of the coastal inhabitants may have been quiet, the m ajority o f 

those at Anahuac however, began to move in to c iv il disobedience. In  a long letter 

to Colonel Ugartechea, Tenorio lamented many of his difficulties. Quick to place 

blame on the Anglo-Am erican settlers, Tenorio listed his many grievances. First, 

the Merchants o f Anahuac remembering the events o f 1832, refused to furnish 

Tenorio any provisions. U tiliz in g  the excuse that " in  past years," the Mexican 

government "w ou ld  not pay them for advances made to the troops,"xxiv 

storekeepers refused to advance Tenorio goods. Tenorio found that as tensions 

increased, he became less able "to  compel respect fo r the national honor."xxv In 

order to rectify this situation and effectively enforce the ta riff, Tenorio requested 

the immediate granting o f reinforcements and a boat as his "position was 

deplorably isolated. " xxvi

W ith the passing of days and no w ord from  his courier, Tenorio became 

anxious and penned another letter to Ugartechea. This letter spoke o f the 

d ifficu lties listed p rio r and his plea for reinforcements was even stronger.

The M ilita ry  Commander o f Anahuac,
-To the M ilita ry  Commander o f Coahuila &  Texas

I have already reported to Your Lordsh ip .. .m y exposed 
situation at this post w ith  the sm all force under m y orders, the
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presence o f a great number o f inhabitants always ready to begin a 
conflict, and exasperated to see the ir smuggling stopped since the 
Customhouse office has been re-established here. I  cannot, in  such 
circumstances, vouch fo r the trium ph o f our arms, because m y men 
are too badly armed and short o f am m unition; and I  w ou ld  deeply 
regret to have to sacrifice the lives o f Mexican soldiers in  case o f an 
outbreak fo r w hich I  am looking from  one moment to another. The 
offrenty [sic] o f the Americans proves conclusively tha t they have 
no respect fo r the Mexican Laws, w hich cannot be enforced here.
.. .1 must request Your Lordship to send me a reinforcement, some 
am m unition, and if  possible, one or tw o pieces o f a rtille ry, w ith  
w hich I  may keep this neighborhood w ith in  the bounds o f respect, 
and show them that the Supreme Government is disposed and able 
to protect the frontier, as is its duty. I  am satisfied that the anxiety o f 
your Lordship to preserve a te rrito ry  which they are try ing  to 
wrestle from  us, w ill suggest you take w ith  our accustomed activity, 
such measures as shall meet the object o f this report.

I avail m yself to this occasion, to tender to Your Lordship, the 
sincere assurance o f m y subordination and respect.

God and Liberty-Anahuac-April 9th, 1835
Antonio Tenorioxxvii

A fter the dispatch o f the second letter, Tenorio discovered what happened 

to his earlier report. The orig inal courier returned after seven weeks and reported 

that he had become a v ictim  o f the effects o f the very same c iv il disobedience 

complained o f in  the letter he carried. To answer fo r his dereliction o f duty, the 

soldier explained that the American vessel, the Ojallo or Ohio, which was to 

provide passage, had not done so. Rather, the soldier stated that the Captain 

poisoned and abandoned him  on a sand bar so that he w ould not provide 

inform ation on the smuggled goods the vessel carried. It should come as no

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



97

surprise that a retainer o f Travis, the trading company of Harris and W ilson, 

owned the vessel Ohio. In  a future act o f c iv il disobedience, Travis w ould tu rn  to 

the company that w ould a llow  u tiliza tion  o f this very same vessel.

The merchants, fo llow ing the tested means of po litica l change, brought 

their petitions before the local government on A p ril 17. A t the ayuntamiento of 

Liberty however, they found no compassion. Rather, the council chastised the 

merchants fo r chaffing against the ta riff. C laim ing that "to  establish its own 

system of revenue" was the righ t o f every nation, they warned forceful resistance 

"w ou ld  be more unwise and i l l  tim ed than the laws themselves."xxviii Responding 

directly to Briscoe's case, the council claimed that it  was the duty o f the merchant 

to become aware o f the mercantile laws and had no righ t to com plain i f  his failure 

to com ply led to trouble.xxix These inland Texicans had no difficu lties w ith  Mexico 

over the last tw o years, and d id  not w ant to provide the central government any 

reason to change the laissez-faire attitude that seemed to have been given them.

This w illingness not to upset po litica l relations w ith  Mexico C ity  fo r fear o f 

the loss o f freedom was also reflected by many in  the other departments of Texas. 

One o f the best examples is the ir reaction to the pleas of the liberal Governor 

Viesca o f Coahuila. One tim e ally, Santa Anna, had become incredibly centralistic 

and his government followed suit to lim it the freedoms of the states. Both legally
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and physically, the states' power was stripped. On March 31,1835, the Mexican 

congress passed legislation lim itin g  the m ilitias o f the states, and therefore their 

ab ility  to figh t back. To further display the dominance o f the central government, 

on M ay 2, Mexican legislatures announced that they "possessed extra 

constitutional powers" to m odify and rew rite the liberal federal constitution o f 

1824.xxx The effects o f this sh ift towards centralism resulted in  revolts of some of 

the Mexican provinces. Zacatecas and Coahuila were some of those who chose 

rebellion. Beginning w ith  the provinces closest to the capital, Santa Anna marched 

against Zacatecas w ith  between 4000 and 4800 troops. Santa Anna rewarded his 

victorious troops by allow ing them to loo t and pillage the capital.xxxi In  dealing 

w ith  Coahuila Santa Anna dispatched General M artin  Perfecto de Cos to march 

against Viesca. A lthough Viesca called upon the three departments in  Texas for 

each to send him  one hundred men, none responded. Bexar was prevented by the 

presence o f the Mexican m ilita ry. The Department o f Brazos sent no troops and 

wrote to the Governor that his people had no sympathies w ith  his government.

As fo r the Department o f Nacogdoches, there was sim ply no response at a ll.xxxii 

This shortsightedness displays a concern among the Texicans that by cloistering 

themselves, they m ight not face the w rath o f Mexico C ity.
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Such lim itations by L iberty however d id  not stop increasing tensions 

between the coastal colonists and ta riff collectors. Faced w ith  such circumstances, 

it  d id  not take long fo r the morale o f the soldiers to deteriorate as well. Mexican 

soldiers began to desert. The Texicans, ever ready to enlist informants on the 

inside, acquired tw o soldiers that "w ent in to the pay of the enemy, inform ing 

them of everything that went on in  the quarters,"xxxiii and encouraged their fe llow  

soldiers to desert. So eager were the Texicans in  their assistance of desertion, 

Tenorio claimed that the c iv il authorities w ould not only resist the call to find  

them, but w ould even provide false passports to expedite the ir escape.xxxiv

As less and less of a Mexican m ilita ry  presence was felt, the Texicans 

became bolder in  their c iv il disobedience. Lumber, which had been sent to 

Tenorio to rebuild the fort, was burned in  the n ight o f March 3,1835, and the local 

offic ia l "took absolutely no steps whatever" xxxv to pursue the g u ilty  party. 

Merchant W illiam  H ard in led a group o f tw enty to tw enty-five men who claimed 

responsibility fo r the destruction in  a po litica l assembly. One o f the tw enty-five 

was the vocal agitator Andrew  Briscoe. Briscoe proposed that a m emorial be sent 

to the governor of Coahuila and Texas. I t  was believed that then, aware o f the 

merchant's p light, the governor w ould w ork w ith  the Mexican Congress fo r repeal
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of the law. In  their proposal, the merchants attempted to display a few  o f the of 

problems ta riff enforcement created: unequal enforcement and unjust existence.

That fo r several years past no duties have been demanded in 
any part o f these colonies, and even now  none are demanded at any 
po rt bu t that o f Galveston.. .though any part o f these colonies are too 
poor to pay the regular duties according to the Mexican Tariff, this is 
the least able o f any. ...and though they have so patiently subm itted 
fo r so long a tim e to this injustice, they have at length resolved to pay 
no more, t i l l  custom houses shall be organized and duties collected 
throughout a ll the other parts o f these colonies.xxxvi

Also po in ting to the lack o f provision and securing supply as justifications o f 

du ty free goods, the citizens resorted once again to pe tition  o f the ir concerns.xxxvii

The need fo r th is petition, as w e ll as the temperament o f the merchant's, 

cooled considerably. Pressures concerning ta riff enforcement had relaxed.

Among the members of the deserting battalion at Anahuac was Don Jose 

Gonzalez, the customs collector. The very man w ith  the petition, W illiam  Hardin, 

returned to the United States leaving the petition undelivered. Briscoe, the leading 

antagonist, had also le ft Anahuac to conduct his business elsewhere prom ising to 

return to repay his duties. Tenorio claimed that the merchants continued in  

merely passively rejecting Mexican authority.

Some.. .fo r a tim e paid the duties levied on the ir goods; others 
prom ised to pay and often never redeemed the ir pledge; w h ile  s till 
others were considerate enough to bring in  the ir cargoes under
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cover o f n ig h t w ith o u t d istu rb ing  the officers, and thus there was
no occasion fo r fric tio n .xxxviii

Tempers may have continued to cool had it  no t been fo r the actions o f 

Tenorio. On M ay 1, the reinforcem ents tha t Tenorio had so desired fin a lly  arrived. 

The add ition  o f nine soldiers, fifty  guns, a hundred and fifty  flin ts , as w e ll as 

$2,310 to cover salary and back payments strengthened the resolve o f the 

garrison.xxxix A lthough other M exican offic ia ls, such as A . Palacio M iranda, the 

customs adm inistra tor at M azatlan, had seen tha t enforcement o f the ta riff was an 

inducem ent to  fraud, Tenorio eagerly began enforcem ent/1 W ith  the a rriva l o f the 

Montezuma on M ay 12th, Tenorio reinstated the ta riff acting as the customs agent 

him self. The firs t ship captured by the Montezuma, the Am erican ship Martha, 

b u ilt Tenorio's be lie f in  his ow n im portance. N ot on ly was the capture o f this 

vessel a strong signal to  the merchants o f M exican power, bu t the owners o f the 

vessel, H arris and W ilson, also owned the vessel Ohio, that had supposedly 

poisoned one o f his couriers. W hen the passengers aboard the Martha were 

unable to show passports they were im prisoned and her cargo, merchandise and 

saw m ill m achinery, was declared contraband. The Montezuma, despite protests 

from  the Martha's ow ning firm , H arris and W ilson, le ft w ith  the im pounded
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Martha in  tow  fo r Veracruz. H arris and W ilson wasted no tim e in  contacting the ir 

attorney and occasional business partner, W illiam  Barret T rav is .4

Tenorio's ru le  became increasingly draconian. W ith  the support o f his 

garrison, Tenorio fe lt secure in  his au thority. Feeling that he now  had the 

merchants subdued, Tenorio offered the fo llo w in g  report on the now  kow tow ing 

merchants:

They are no t so proud, and they draw  the conclusion tha t 
more troops are com ing.. .we have lost the fear tha t they 
im agine we have o f them , since we now  dare to harm  them , 
w hich we d id  no t do before.

H is reports o f fear may have been correct as M exican reinstatem ent o f power 

d id  cause much concern. Rumors o f M exican abuse o f au tho rity began to spread. 

One o f w hich concerned the capture o f another m erchant vessel, the Colombia, by 

the Montezuma. To fu rthe r increase Tenorio's au thority, a legitim ate tax collector 

arrived at Anahuac on June 10. This tax collector was supplied w ith  a squad o f 

soldiers and was warned to m onitor the a c tiv ity  o f the now  returned Andrew  

Briscoe, w ho w as to pay back tariff duties.

4 Beyond the legal services provided, Travis had planned to  establish a 
coastal/ riverboat service w ith  re la tion  Robert H arris however the Mexican 
Governm ent w ould not supply them w ith  a license to establish the business.
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On the n ig h t o f June 10,1835, some merchants acted to  test the resolve o f 

Tenorio. A n event was planned to  push Tenorio to  his lim its . Briscoe was paid a 

v is it by m erchant D eW itt C lin ton  H arris. H arris had arrived at Anahuac on the 

10lh to purchase supplies from  Briscoe. Briscoe, however, was inform ed tha t 

noth ing could be rem oved from  his store u n til duties had been paid and 

com pliant papers fille d . A ll seemed w e ll u n til tha t evening. A n un iden tified  

man from  H a rris ' business arrived at Briscoe's store. He requested and received 

an em pty box tha t was fille d  w ith  bricks fo r the purposes o f ballast. The man 

then leaved the store fo r a re tu rn  to  H arris. A long the way a guard, who 

demanded to  know  w hat was in  the box, stopped him . The man called ou t fo r, 

and received W illiam  Sm ith to  act as in te rpreter. Both Briscoe and H arris, who 

had been w atching from  th e ir locations, came running as w e ll. A pparen tly the 

statements satisfied the guard as the box was allow ed to  be loaded onto H arris ' 

vessel. The re tu rn  o f the Am ericans to  th e ir businesses however was no t as 

sim ple. Briscoe and H arris were surprised by a group o f tw elve soldiers who 

ordered them to  stop. A t th is p o in t, the stories diverge on w hat occurred.

Briscoe and H arris claim ed tha t they were suddenly surrounded by soldiers and 

commanded to  stop. They com plied, bu t Sm ith, who had been w a lking  behind 

them , d id  no t hear the order and was shot through the breast. Tenorio however,
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claim ed tha t the Am ericans "resisted w ith  arm s" and Sm ith was shot.xli E ither 

way, both Briscoe and E larris were placed under arrest. H arris was released the 

next day, however Briscoe was not. Briscoe was held as Tenorio found tha t "M r. 

Briscoe was sim ply m aking fun  o f the collector w ith  a ll th is business.. ." xlii and 

there is little  doubt tha t Tenorio had heard o f Travis and his h ijin ks  at Anahuac 

three years p rio r.

W ith  the release o f H arris however, it  was no t long u n til h is attorney, 

Travis, made his appearance. A fte r his release, H arris traveled to  H arrisburg 

where w ord was dispatched to  Travis regarding the events at Anahuac. Upon 

reception o f H a rris ' message, Travis knew  tha t now  was the tim e to  act. W ord 

had filte re d  to  San Felipe o f the p o litica l change in  M exico C ity  tha t reduced the 

liberties the Texicans had enjoyed. Members o f the W ar Party in  San Felipe 

sprung in to  action and captured a M exican courier who was passing through San 

Felipe at the tim e. The papers the courier held were letters from  General 

Ugartechea to  Tenorio. The letters were to  in fo rm  Tenorio tha t General Cos and 

the M orelos ba tta lion  w ou ld  soon be a rriv in g  in  Texas. W ith  the ensuing 

m ilita ry  occupation, Ugartechea was assured tha t "these revo lu tion ists w ou ld be 

ground dow n" and the fact tha t "no th ing  is heard bu t God dam n Santa Anna, 

God dam n Ugartechea" w ou ld stop. xliii To fu rth e r antagonize members o f the
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W ar Party, it  also became know n tha t the leaders, Samuel W illiam s, Francis 

Johnson, and D r. Robert Peebles, were a ll being detained in  San A nton io  under 

charges o f prom oting revo lu tion .xliv N ow  was the tim e to  act, and D r. James B. 

M ille r5, the P o litica l C hief called upon a ll "freem en &  lovers o f lib e rty  and the 

righ ts guaranteed by a federal republican G overnm ent" to  jo in  in  a m eeting the 

next day w ith  the stated object was to  "establish the supreme executive au tho rity  

o f the State o f Texas."xlv

Despite a ll the excitem ent, d isunion and confusion prevented so lu tion  at 

the m eeting. Plans to  m arch to  C oahuila to  free Viesea, lost its  focus as d iffe rin g  

members v ied fo r suprem acy. In fig h tin g  and bickering over purpose prevented 

conclusion. W ith  the departure o f the general popula tion at the end o f the day, 

members o f the W ar Party m et in  a secret m eeting. A ll tha t was discussed is 

unknow n save fo r the fact tha t Travis le ft be lieving tha t he had been authorized 

to  "co llect a com pany o f men and eject Tenorio from  the garrison at Anahuac."xlvi

A rm ed w ith  the blessings o f the W ar Party, Travis prepared h im self to 

become the libe ra ting  hero o f Anahuac. A lthough upon his a rriva l a t H arrisburg

5 N ot on ly was D r. James B. M ille r the local P o litica l C hief, he was also an 
avid leader/organizer fo r the local branch o f the W ar Party. He was also w e ll 
connected w ith  Travis in  tha t upon T ravis' a rriva l in  Texas, both his law  offices
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he learned tha t Briscoe had been released, Travis pressed on. N ot on ly were 

m any o f his c lien t's  m erchants w ho had been troubled by Tenorio's ru le , bu t also 

his earlier experience at Anahuac fille d  him  w ith  d istrust over M exican 

au tho rity. A  m eeting was called on June 24 where more recru its volunteered, 

fu rth e r resolutions were passed against Tenorio, and it  was agreed tha t officers 

w ou ld  be elected w ith  departure fo r Anahuac on the 26th. W ith  th is decided, 

Travis le ft fo r Lynch's Ferry to  meet w ith  D avid Burnet and gain volunteers. 

A lthough ra in  prevented departure on the 26, m erchant D avid H arris came to 

th e ir assistance. H is fo rty -five  ton  vessel, Ohio, was chartered and loaded w ith  a 

six-pound cannon and set sa il fo r Lynch's Ferry on the 27. A t Lynch's Ferry the 

volunteer's, about th irty  in  num ber, elected Travis as th e ir leader and prepared 

fo r an am phibious landing at Anahuac.

The a rriva l o f Travis and his men at Anahuac was alm ost anti-clim actic. 

The cannon on the Ohio fire d  a w arning shot at the M exican garrison as Travis 

and his men began to  disem bark.xlvii A lthough his men landed in  p la in  v iew  o f 

the M exican garrison, no attem pts were made to  stop them. The Mexicans 

reacted to the Texican advance on the garrison by re treating to  a nearby th icket.

and lodgings were in  a bu ild in g  owned by M ille r where the tw o presum ably came 
in to  frequent contact.
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As n ig h t was approaching, Travis and three men advanced to  the M exican 

position and demanded a council. A t firs t Tenorio d id  no t respond, bu t when 

Travis made the demand in  Spanish, Tenorio answered. Travis demanded the 

im m ediate surrender o f the garrison and th e ir arms. Tenorio asked tha t he m ight 

have u n til the m orning to  make his decision. Travis however, rem em bering the 

tricke ry  o f Bradburn in  the earlier attack at Anahuac, demanded an im m ediate 

subm ission. This was agreed upon, Tenorio agreed tha t he w ou ld  re tu rn  to 

M exico never to  take arms against Texas again. The next m orning the prisoners 

were loaded onto the Ohio where Travis prepared to  re tu rn  to  H arrisburg 's July 

4th celebration as a hero.

M uch to  T ravis' surprise, his a rriva l a t H arrisburg d id  no t b ring  the 

greetings o f a hero, rather he became the pariah w h ile  Tenorio received the warm  

welcome. Tenorio and his men were in v ite d  to  eat, to  dance, and even to enjoy 

games o f cards.xlviii Rather than u n itin g  the people against M exican ru le , T ravis' 

action seemed to  ra lly  the people against the W ar Party. This was especially 

true in  the other departm ents o f Texas. U n w illin g  to  upset the p o litica l 

atmosphere, members o f the Peace Party had been busy w orking  at appeasement 

o f Santa Anna. Even as Travis was preparing his expedition, Peace Party 

members in  C olum bia issued a ca ll fo r a m eeting on the tw enty-e ighth  o f June.
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A t th is m eeting, w h ile  Travis capture o f Anahuac was im m inent, the citizens

inform ed M ille r tha t they

protest against the conduct and acts o f any act o f in d iv id u a ls  (less 
than a m a jo rity) calculated to  invo lve  the citizens o f Texas in  a 
co n flic t w ith  the Federal G overnm ent o f M exico, and P articu la rly 
Protest against the proceedings o f those persons at Anahuac 
w ho ... [declared] tha t they w ou ld  no t obey the revenue laws of 
M exico. The denounce said persons as foreigners, and disclaim  a ll 
pa rtic ipa tion  in  the act whatsoever.xlix

Tenorio was even in v ite d  to  San Felipe so tha t he could see tha t no t a ll Texians 

were against M exican ru le.

A t San Felipe, T ravis' support s low ly deserted him . As some o f Tenorio's 

men became i l l  th e ir elongated stay o f seven weeks acted as a visua l rem inder o f 

T ravis' action. The staunch support o f D r. James B. M ille r also seemed to 

dissipate w ith  the rise o f pub lic op in ion  against the action. D r. M ille r was 

petitioned to  dispatch oaths o f lo ya lty  to both Cos and Ugartechea. M ille r 

h im self issued an apology fo r T ravis' action and disclaim ed any involvem ent.

As his form er allies turned against h im , Travis attem pted to p lay fo r tim e by 

w ritin g  tw o apologetic item s. The firs t was a le tte r to  Col. Ugartechea in  w hich 

he claim ed tha t he was "extrem ely anxious.. .to  see the G overnm ent firm ly  

established on a perm anent basis."1 To the citizens o f San Felipe, he published a
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card requesting tha t judgm ents be w ithhe ld  u n til he could "appear before the 

pub lic w ith  a ll the facts and circum stances attending the Capture o f the F o rt."1'

Reasons fo r his w aning support in  the Departm ent o f Brazoria are 

explained by the circum stances o f its  popula tion. As scholar D.W . M ein ig points 

out, w h ile  the popula tion o f Brazoria m ay have been predom inately A nglo- 

Am erican in  substance, it  was "M exican in  fram e"6 and her population more 

stable.11' As Ugartechea had no t enforced the ta riff fu lly , no problem s arose. As 

th e ir leader, Stephen F. A ustin , had con tinua lly sent messages back to w ork w ith  

M exico, the citizens were m ore than w illin g  to  do so. They d id  no t w ant to  cause 

p o litica l disturbances tha t w ou ld  e ither b ring  M exican reprisa l o r an 

incarceration o f A ustin , w ho had been released from  prison and was to  re tu rn  to 

Brazoria to  guide them.

U nbeknownst to  the Brazorians, events were already transp iring  against 

them . A  forced peace in  m ost o f the re vo lting  provinces, allow ed M exico to 

focus her attention on Texas. I t  is in  th is period tha t both Texas N aval historians, 

A lexander D einst and James H ill, begin to  concentrate th e ir studies. Three 

vessels tha t had carried reinforcem ent troops to Texas, the Josefa, the Ana Maria,
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and the Correo de Mejico, were to  p a tro l the waters to  protect M exican commerce. 

The dispatch o f these troops to  Copano was no t a new move as the a rid  southern 

plains between the Rio Grande and the San A nton io  R ivers was a rather 

inhospitable surroundings to  overcome. One vessel in  pa rticu la r, the Correo de 

Mejico, was dispatched o ff the coast at Anahuac. Thomas M . Thompson, an 

Englishm an by b irth  and the C aptain o f the Correo de Mejico, was described by 

Ernst Fischer as a "so ld ie r o f fo rtun e ".1" '

Upon his a rriva l in  Galveston Bay, Thom pson's presence began to s tir up 

trouble. Surprised to  learn tha t Tenorio had retreated to  San Felipe, Thompson 

began to  enforce the ta riff along the Texas coast. Anger im m ediately arose over 

his appearance and sudden enforcem ent. Fo llow ing in  the tra d itio n  o f m ost o f 

the M exican commanders at Anahuac, Thom pson categorized the citizens' anger 

as insubordination. W hen the citizens refused to  obey his proclam ation to 

disband the m ilitia  on the July 26th, Thom pson threatened to  burn the tow n.liv By 

early August, Thom pson was p a tro llin g  as fa r south as Brazoria in  enforcem ent 

o f the ta riff. Faced w ith  lim ita tio n s to  m ercantile freedom s, the m erchants o f 

Brazoria began to  com plain. A . C. A llen , fo r example, testified  tha t Thompson

6 By the statement, 'M exican in  fram e', M einig pointed to  the a b ility  and 
longer experience o f the m a jority o f Brazorians, tha t allow ed a greater
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had confiscated his sloop fo r tender, and had said tha t he was the "com m ander 

o f the coast from  Tam pico to  the Sabine."lv

The boasts o f these stern measures may have been overstated. Evidence 

from  U.S. com mander R itchie, who had been dispatched in  the schooner 

Grampus fo r reconnaissance o f M exican naval a c tiv ity , found the M exican 

vessels—the Josefa, the Ana Maria, and the Correo de Mejico were acting in  fu ll 

com pliance w ith  in te rna tiona l law . This evidence however could also be called 

in to  question as the vessel the in fo rm a tion  was gathered from , the schooner 

Watchman, was busy im po rting  item s fo r L iza rd i and Company, a com pany that 

acted as agents fo r Santa A nna.ivi

The answer to  the threat fe lt by m erchants a t Brazoria however, may he in  

the actions at N ew  Orleans. A ustin , w ho had arrived from  Veracruz in  order to 

reach Brazoria took passage upon the San Felipe, the new ly acquired boat o f 

Brazorian m erchant Thomas M cKinney. M cK inney, who had been an 

established m erchant in  Brazoria since 1830, knew  o f the im portance o f m aritim e 

freedom  and was also know n to  have carried illic it  tra d e !vii A lthough both 

D einst and H ill do no t discuss w hy M cK inney paid $8,965 fo r the vessel and a ll 

fre ig h t on board, his action o f o u tfittin g  her w ith  one gun d isp lay the length to

understanding and acceptance o f the M exican system of governm ent. 
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w hich M cK inney w ou ld  go in  order to  protect his vessels!viii In  add ition , her 

captain, W illiam  S. H urd , was know n fo r his aggressiveness. By th is tim e, 

Stephen F. A ustin  was aggressive as w e ll. D uring  his tw o years spent in  M exico 

C ity , A ustin  view ed w hat Eugene Barker described as Santa Anna u tiliz in g  "a 

p la tfo rm  o f libera lism  m erely as a stepping stone to  de facto d icta to rsh ip ," as 

early as July 30,1833, A ustin  had stated tha t " I  am to ta lly  done w ith  concilia tory 

measures, and fo r the fu tu re  be uncom prom ising as [to ] Texas m atters. " lix N ow  

tha t he was free to  d irect Texas in  a path away from  despotic governm ent, A ustin  

w ou ld  use his diplom acy as a weapon. The San Felipe, prepared fo r a 

confrontation, le ft N ew  Orleans on August 21,1835 fo r Brazoria.

On the day o f A ustin 's a rriva l, September 1,1835, Thom pson had been 

busy ra ising the ire  o f the Texians. That very m orning, Thom pson had captured 

the Am erican m erchant vessel, Fremont. The cargo o f said vessel is in  dispute. 

H ill claim s tha t she carried lum ber, whereas D ienst claim s tha t slaves were the 

cargo. Whereas H ill provides no evidence, D ienst does o ffe r a pub lica tion  from  

New Orleans supporting the slave theory. H ow ever upon inspection, D ienst 

claim s tha t lum ber w ou ld  no t have provided a lucra tive  prize fo r Thom pson.lx 

On the contrary, lum ber was a needed lu xu ry  in  Texas whose capture by 

Thompson w ould have aided him  to  rebu ild  F ort Anahuac o r sell to  the highest
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b idder ! xi N o t on ly that, bu t in  the M exican version o f the attack, the Ocampo

D eclaration, no m ention is made o f slaves, ra ther sm uggling is the reason fo r the

a ttack!xii F ina lly, it  has been claim ed tha t the lum ber aboard the Trem ont was

used as fue l by the steamship Laura. W hatever was the case, the citizens o f

Brazoria became so enraged by Thom pson's action tha t a sm all steamer, the

Laura, a ship also owned by M cKinney, was boarded by volunteers, armed w ith

rifle s  and a sm all cannon, w ho set ou t to  liberate the Tremont The sm all arms

fire  from  the Laura forced a re tu rn  o f the prize crew  and prevented capture. The

volunteers aboard the Laura seized the op po rtun ity  to  take the Tremont in to  tow .

The M exican account o f the battle then states the fo llo w in g  occurrence at around

eight o 'clock in  the evening:

a heavy fire  was kept up against us from  the steamboat and the 
shore, w hich we returned; and things were in  th is state, when a sail 
appeared about e ight m iles to  the northeast; the steamboat then 
stopped her fire  and w ent tow ards the sail, w hich proved to be the 
schooner San Felipe.lxiii

W ith  the a rriva l o f the San Felipe, the confrontation began in  earnest. The 

Laura, at the schooner, unloaded Austin and loaded the volunteers. Thompson, 

curiously approached the San Felipe as he made preparations to  take another 

vessel and secure his fortune. A lthough he fire d  the firs t shots, the San Felipe, 

m uch to  his shock, fire d  back. The fire  raged fo r tw o hours tha t evening, and
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though Thom pson fe lt tha t he had outdistanced the ship, to  his surprise the 

m orning lig h t brought the revelation tha t the San Felipe had u tilize d  the Laura to 

tow  it  "w ith in  h a lf a cannon shot" o f the M exican Vessel.lxiv Thompson 

surrendered his vessel to  the Texians, and upon boarding, the damage o f the 

battle was found. Two o f the Correo de Mejico's guns were dism ounted. M ost o f 

the crew had been wounded, inc lud ing  Thompson, who had tw o bu lle ts lodged 

in  his leg. One M exican sailor, a B lackburn from  Baltim ore, had received a 

m orta l w ound during  the attack.

The answer o f w hat to  do w ith  Thom pson as the battle  was over was 

supplied by Thom pson him self. W hen the boarding party asked fo r his papers 

and com m ission, ne ither could be found. As Thompson was w ith o u t his papers, 

the Texians fe lt ju s tifie d  in  arresting him  and his crew  on charges o f piracy.

A lthough, it  w ou ld  be days before Thompson was taken to  N ew  Orleans 

to  stand tria l, the Texians in  Brazoria had again jo ined hands w ith  the ir 

com patriots in  the Departm ent o f Nacogdoches in  being driven  to  bloodshed to 

ensure nautical freedom  and the prosperity tha t brought. As the merchants were 

the firs t to  be adversely effected by such lim ita tio ns, it  should be no surprise tha t 

they acted as catalysts fo r the skirm ishes. D uring th is  period, the policies and 

statements made on land were tested and enacted on water. Both T ravis'
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prem ature revo lu tionary action and A ustin 's vented frustra tions became 

successful naval realities. The fin a l straw  tha t com pleted revolts in  a ll o f the 

departm ents o f Texas was the refusal o f colonists in  Gonzales to  surrender a 

cannon to M exican authorities. W ith  the Battle o f Gonzales, September 20,1835, 

the revo lu tion  became o ffic ia l as in land  Texians became w illin g  to  fig h t against 

feared M exican encroachment on th e ir prosperity. The im portance o f the 

m aritim e however, continued to  rem ain at the fo re fron t as du ring  th is period 

p o litica l and m aritim e concerns blended together in to  one.
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CONCLUSION

The central ro le o f the m aritim e in  the Mexican colonial period is an 

overlooked item . Beginning w ith  Stephen F. A ustin 's colonization plans, it  was 

effective use o f the m aritim e tha t brought prosperity to  his colonists. When 

p o litica l issues in  the capita l allow ed M exico to begin to exert the ir au thority over 

the distant province o f Texas, it  was the lim ita tions brought against the m aritim e 

that led to  the beginnings o f p o litica l u n ity  amongst the Texians. A  u n ity  tha t 

went so fa r as the coordinated c iv il d isobedience/m ilitary action against w hat was 

considered ille g a l actions by the garrison at Anahuac. Responding to the situation, 

M exico rescinded the lim ita tio ns pu t fo rth . This in  tu rn  gave the Texians the false 

be lie f tha t c iv il disobedience was an effective p o litica l m otivator fo r change. W hen 

M exico was fin a lly  strong enough to  exert the changes and m ilita rily  enforce the 

m aritim e regulations and taxation, it  was in  the coastal areas that the revo lu tion 

against M exico began. For on September 1,1835, the Lara, a vessel carrying the 

very empressario who brought effective m aritim e to  Texas, Stephen F. A ustin, 

opened fire  and captured a M exican vessel, Correo de Mejico tha t had been 

harassing the m aritim e. This action predated the recognized opening o f revo lt, the 

land battle o f Gonzalez, by on ly nineteen days.
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From the beginning, the m aritim e was key to the prosperity o f Texas. 

M exico, believing tha t controlled im m igration was a key to  m aintain ing the 

in te g rity  along the northern border shared w ith  the expanding U nited States o f 

Am erica. A lthough th is step was taken to  foresta ll revolution, the m ost successful 

colonizer, Stephen F. A ustin, brought w ith  him  the seeds o f an economic 

revo lu tion that w ou ld germ inate la ter in to  p o litica l revolution. From 1821 to 1829, 

A ustin  developed and designed his colonies s im ila r to  the ag ricu ltu ra l 

com m unities o f the Am erican South. As these were also areas tha t re lied  on 

u tiliza tio n  o f the m aritim e as a key to the ir prosperity, protection o f those righ ts 

were a p rio rity . M exican offic ia ls, busy b irth in g  the ir own nation, were pleased 

that the vacant land was being fille d . As such, no t only was A ustin  allow ed to 

continue, bu t numerous preferentia l laws were passed a llow ing expansion o f not 

on ly the colonies, bu t more specifically m aritim e tra ffic  as w ell. D in in g  th is tim e 

Anglo-Am erican colonization flourished w h ile  attem pts by M exican colonizers, 

unfam ilia r  w ith  nautical incorporation, stagnated. The m aritim e laissez-faire tha t 

Mexico had allow ed began to  be threatened by 1829. For reasons o f financia l need, 

Mexico began to  look at the trem endous tra ffic  along the Texian shores and 

desired to  p ro fit from  it.
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W hen M exico believed themselves able to  exert au thority over Texas, and 

thereby p ro fit from  her, the next area regarding the m aritim e o f Texas is entered. 

Beginning w ith  the dispatch o f 2. In  her desire to p ro fit from  nautical activities, 

Mexico dispatched General M anuel M ie r y  Teran to Texas in  1829 to report on the 

com m ercial and social atmosphere o f Texas. The conclusions o f his report shocked 

M exico. The goal o f fillin g  the province w ith  inhabitants has succeeded to  such an 

extent tha t Texas w ould no longer be a dra in to  Mexican coffers, bu t M exico could 

gain from  her p ro fit. However, the m ajority by an increasingly w ide m argin were 

not im m igrants from  M exico or Europe, bu t Anglo-Am erican settlers. To re ctify  

the situation the "Decree o f A p ril 6,1830" was passed to hopefu lly to affect a 

balance back to  intrastate commerce w ith in  the M exican Republic as w e ll as 

increased dependence on M exico. The new im m igrants reacted strongly against 

the sudden M exican enforcement o f lim ita tio ns upon the m aritim e. The 

merchants and colonists united to take p o litica l action. Beginning w ith  the filin g  

o f petitions, the p o litica l group took steps to  rem ain w ith in  the Mexican 

C onstitution o f 1824. As th e ir petitions rem ained unanswered and w hat the 

colonists considered "ille g a l" lim ita tio ns continued the colonists turned to the next 

p o litica l step: c iv il disobedience. This c iv il disobedience was seen in  the Battles o f 

Anahuac and Velasco where the actions o f ships, in  coordination w ith  land forces,
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spoke o f the p o litica l dissatisfaction. The Texians w on both battles, bu t more 

im portan tly was the p o litica l v ic to ry  gained. M exico rescinded "the  Decree", and 

the Texas colonists learned the value o f corporate activ ity  and sought a larger 

voice in  the M exican system. The ro le o f the m aritim e during th is period 

transcends the economic and became the foundation fo r the p o litica l movements 

o f the Texians. In  her reaction to the situation, M exico established the precedent 

that c iv il disobedience was seen as an acceptable and rewardable p o litica l action. 

This notion w ould la ter re turn  to haunt M exico in  her relations w ith  Texas.

The m aritim e h isto ry o f Texas from  the years 1832 u n til the outbreak o f 

revo lu tion in  1835 was punctuated by years during  w hich m ercantile concerns 

bonded to  p o litica l concerns. Believing in  the federalist prom ises o f Gen. Santa 

Anna, the colonists knew tha t the ir energy should be focused on m aking progress 

towards separate M exican statehood tha t w ou ld be sure to arrive. Follow ing the ir 

o ld p o litica l ideals, the colonists firs t m et to  pe tition  in  the conventions o f 1832 and 

1833. M exican inaction seemed to  indicate approval o f the p o litica l meeting.

Later, however, when M exico acted in  ways tha t thw arted the Texian proposals, 

the colonists rose in to  c iv il disobedience. In  these m atters, it  was the nautical 

concerns o f Stephen F. A ustin 's economic revo lu tion tha t were firs t in fringed. It 

should come as no surprise tha t in  th is m atter, those m ost effected, the merchants,
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w ould take up positions o f leadership in  the battle fo r the ir m aritim e freedoms. 

The tense v ic to ry  a t Anahuac slow ly decayed as the actions o f increasing Mexican 

contro l and passage of customs duties stifled  the m ariners. This anger was 

reflected not on ly in  the capture o f a M exican schooner attem pting to  im press the 

b rig  Tremont and her cargo o f lum ber, but also against M exican reinforcem ent o f 

the ta riff. Rather than re flecting an anger o f a ll those who live d  in  Texas, 

discontent against M exico was at firs t lim ite d  to  those on the coast. Upon A ustin 's 

re turn  from  im prisonm ent in  M exico C ity, however, the die was cast w ith  c iv il 

disobedience when the very ship tha t carried A ustin  home, the Laura, took up 

arms against a M exican vessel. The m elding o f p o litica l and economic concerns in  

the Texican m ind w ill be the focus o f th is chapter.

Through exam ination o f the m aterial gathered, the im portance and central 

ro le o f the m aritim e in  Texas' revo lu tionary h isto ry should become obvious to  the 

reader. N ot on ly was the m aritim e a un itin g  force in  the economy and prosperity 

o f Texas, bu t as her liberties became curtailed she also became a fu lcrum  fo r 

p o litica l un ification . The notion o f th is im portance has been lost to many modem 

historians. A  study o f events leading to  the Texian Revolt however displays the ir 

im portance.
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As the foregoing discussion makes clear, existing treatm ents o f Texas' 

C olonial/R epublican h isto ry have, on one hand, neglected m aritim e issues as a 

m atter o f central im portance, bu t have, on the other hand, suggested the ir 

significance in  term s o f the young nation's d ip lom atic strategies, m ilita ry  

objectives, and dreams o f em pire on the part o f some im portant figures. B ringing 

th is m atter in to  a synthesis w ith  p o litica l and dip lom atic efforts w ill fu rthe r the 

understanding o f these im portant dim ensions in  Texas h isto ry. M oreover, by 

show ing how  th is neglected aspect in  Texas' h isto ry bore upon the relations 

between her and other nations, th is study w ill help to demonstrate the degree to 

w hich the budding republic's fate was a m atter o f some sign ificant international 

concern tha t also centered on the global m aritim e im portance o f the entire G u lf 

Coast/Caribbean region.
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